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88-82 06/07/88 

 

88-105 07/19/88 

 

89-43 04/18/89 

 

89-76 06/27/89 Revision of entire chapter; adoption of 1988 Uniform 

Building Code. 

 

90-43 05/01/90 Amendment of Article IX, Section 9.02, Enclosure of 

Swimming Pools, Spas and Hot Tubs, relative to fence 

requirements. 

 

90-112 11/27/90 Amendment of Article VII, Section 7.09, 

Presumption, relative to violations of location 

restrictions of signs on public property. 

 

91-09 01/22/91 Amendment of Section 4.03, Application for Permit, 

by the addition of a new Subsection (G) and the 

renumbering of the remaining subsection; amendment 

of Section 4.06, Validity of Permit; and amendment of 

Section 4.13, Inspections, Subsection (C)(3); relative 

to deed restrictions and real property restrictive 

covenants. 

 

92-06 01/14/92 Amendment of Section 1.04, Amendments, Additions 

and Deletions, Subsection (C)(13), providing for an 

exception to Section 2516(g)(4), relative to the use of 

wood shingles and shakes as exterior wall coverings in 

Group R-1 occupancies. 

 

92-35 04/07/92 Amendment of Article IV, Section 4.01, Registration, 

Subsection (B), relative to contractor's public liability 

insurance. 

 

92-62 06/16/92 Addition of Article XVII, Dangerous Buildings, 

providing for the definition of dangerous building; 



CONSTRUCTION 
History 
 

 
 
 

ORDINANCE HISTORY 
 
 
  Date of  
Number Adoption    Comments   
 

ii 

providing for a public hearing; providing for a civil 

penalty of up to $2,000 per day; and providing for 

abatement of dangerous buildings. 

 

94-03 01/04/94 Repeal of Article I and adoption of new Article I, 

Building Code, relative to the adoption of the 1991 

Uniform Building Code; Amendment of Article IV, 

Section 4.04, Subsection (A), Plans and 

Specifications, relative to exceptions for submission of 

plans; Amendment of Article IV, Section 4.05, 

Building Permits Issued, relative to acceptance of plans 

and specifications; Amendment of Article IV, Section 

4.15, Certificate of Occupancy, relative to issuance of 

certificates; Amendment of Article VII, Section 7.05, 

Unlawful Signs, relative to authority to remove signs; 

Amendment of Article VII, Section 7.09, 

Presumption, relative to prima facie evidence for 

violations; Amendment of Article IX, Section 9.02, 

Enclosure of Swimming Pools, Spas and Hot Tubs, 

relative to requirements and offenses; and the Addition 

of Article XVIII, Accessibility, relative to 

requirements of buildings and facilities for 

accessibility to the physically challenged. 

 

95-18 02/14/95 Amendment of Article VII by the addition of Section 

7.10, Temporary Signs Near Polling Places, to regulate 

the size of temporary signs near polling places. 

 

96-93 07/02/96 Repeal of the existing Article I and adoption of a new 

Article I, Building Code, relative to the adoption of 

the 1994 Uniform Building Code with certain 

deletions, amendments and addenda; Amendment of 

Article II, Section 2.05, Procedure, relative to the 

appointment of chairman and addition of a vice-

chairman; Amendment of Section 2.06, Appeals; Time 

Limit, relative to making the ordinance gender neutral; 

Amendment of Article III, Section 3.09, Other 
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Relocations, relative to making the ordinance gender 

neutral; Amendment of Article IV, Section 4.01, 

Registration, relative to the requirement of registration 

to construct or remove a sign, requirement for a 

notarized statement and the deletion of the requirement 

for contractor registration for minor accessory 

structures; Amendment of Section 4.02, Permits 

Required, relative to the requirement of a permit to 

construct or remove a sign; Amendment of Section 

4.03, Application For Permit, Subsection (F), relative 

to making the ordinance gender neutral; Amendment of 

Section 4.04, Plans and Specifications, relative to 

requiring computations be made available to the 

Building Official and changing the occupancy group 

"M" to "U"; Amendment of Section 4.05, Building 

Permits Issued, Subsection (A), relative to the review 

of plans by certain City departments; Amendment of 

Section 4.05(C) relative to making the ordinance 

gender neutral; Amendment of Section 4.07, 

Expiration of Permit, relative to the fee for a new 

permit when the previous permit has expired due to 

suspension or abandonment of work; Amendment of 

Section 4.12, Refunds, relative to refunds of service 

charges; Amendment of Section 4.13(C), Required 

Inspections, relative to making the ordinance gender 

neutral; Amendment of Section 4.13(D), Other 

Inspections, relative to updating the section number to 

comply with the Uniform Building Code; Deletion of 

Section 4.14, Special Inspections, and the renumbering 

of Section 4.15, Certificate of Occupancy, to read as 

Section 4.14, Certificate of Occupancy, and creating 

exceptions to the use of occupancy requirements; by 

the renumbering of Section 4.16, Indemnification, to 

read as Section 4.15, Indemnification; Amendment of 

Article VII, Section 7.02, Identification of Signs, 

relative to deleting the requirement of posting the city 

permit on a sign; Amendment of Section 7.04, 
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Maintenance, relative to deleting requirement of time 

requirements for painting of some signs; Amendment 

of Section 7.06, Location Restrictions, relative to 

providing authorization elsewhere in the code for 

signs; Amendment of Section 7.07(B), Wind Pressure, 

relative to updating the section number to comply with 

the Uniform Building Code; Amendment of Section 

7.07(C), Working Stresses, relative to updating the 

section number to comply with the Uniform Building 

Code; Amendment of Section 7.08, Use of Plastic 

Materials, relative to the Uniform Building Code 

standards; Amendment of Article IX, Section 9.01, 

Barbed Wire Fence, relative to prohibiting razor wire 

fence within the city limits; Amendment of Section 

9.02, Enclosure of Swimming Pools, Spas and Hot 

Tubs, relative to requiring compliance of swimming 

pool enclosures to meet the Texas Health and Safety 

Code and measurement of a wall around a swimming 

pool; Amendment of Article XII, Section 12.01, 

Sanitary Sewer Connection During Construction, 

relative to sanitary facilities for construction personnel; 

Amendment of Article XIII, Section 13.02, Prohibited 

Acts, Subsection (C), relative to changing "the" to 

"this"; Amendment of Section 13.03, Application for 

Permit, Subsection (C), relative to requirements of the 

Building Official; Amendment of Section 13.08, 

Permit Denial or Revocation Hearing, Subsection (D), 

relative to making the ordinance gender neutral; 

Amendment of Article XIV, Section 14.01, 

Application and Permit Requirements, Subsection 

(B)(2), relative to making the ordinance gender neutral; 

Amendment of Article XVI, Section 16.02, Scope, 

relative to updating the table and section number to 

comply with the Uniform Building Code; Amendment 

of Article XVII, Section 17.02, Dangerous Building 

Defined, relative to changing the 1991 Edition of 

Uniform Code for the Abatement of Dangerous 



CONSTRUCTION 
History 

 
 
 
 

ORDINANCE HISTORY 
 
 
  Date of  
Number Adoption    Comments   
 

v 

Building to read the 1994 Edition; Amendment of 

Section 17.02(O), relative to making the ordinance 

gender neutral; Amendment of Section 17.02(P), 

relative to making the ordinance gender neutral; 

Amendment of Article XVIII, entitled Accessibility, 

relative to accessibility standard requirements of the 

City. 

 

96-145 11/05/96 Amendment of Article I, Section 1.04, Amendments, 

Additions and Deletions, Subsection (C), relative to 

fire restrictive construction and relative to safety 

glazing of glass and renumbering the remaining 

subsections. 

 

97-90 07/01/97 Amend Article I, Section 1.05, Adoption of 

Appendices, by the deletion of Appendix C; amend 

Article III, Section 3.02, Application for Registration 

and Permits, at Subsection (A), Registration 

Information Required, by deletion of registration 

information that is in addition to the requirements as 

described in Article IV; delete Section 3.05, Notices 

To Be Given, and renumbering the remaining sections; 

amend Article XIV, by the deletion of Section 14.02, 

Bond Requirement; delete Appendix "C". 

 

97-107 07/29/97 Amend Article I, Section 1.04, Amendments, 

Additions, and Deletions, Subsection (C), relative to 

Outdoor Swimming Pool Barriers and renumbering the 

remaining Subsections. 

 

98-141 10/27/98 Repeal existing Article I and adopt a new Article I, 

Building Code, relative to the adoption of the 1997 

Uniform Building Code with certain deletions, 

amendments and addenda; Amend Article III, Moved 

Buildings, Amend Section 3.09, Inspections, relative 

to building mover requesting an inspection; Amend 

Article IV, Registration, Permits and Inspection, 
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Section 4.01, Registration, Subsection (B), relative to 

the applicant providing information; Amend Section 

4.01, Subsection (F), relative to authority of the 

Building Code Board; Amend Section 4.01, 

Subsection (I), relative to construction of fences; 

Amend Section 4.05, Building Permits Issued, 

Subsection (A), relative to making the ordinance 

gender neutral; Amend Section 4.06, Validity of 

Permit, relative to lawful work or use; Amend Section 

4.14, Certificate of Occupancy, Subsection (C), 

relative to requirement for inspection and information 

provided; Amend Article VI, Prefabricated or Modular 

Buildings, by amending Section 6.01, General, relative 

to building inspection review; Amend Article VII, 

Signs, Section 7.05, Unlawful Signs, Subsection (A), 

relative to violation of any city code; Amend Section 

7.07, Structural Requirements, Subsection (C)(1), 

relative to working stresses; Amend Article XIII, 

Outdoor Festivals, Section 13.03, Application for 

Permit, Subsection (C)(8), relative to violation to the 

Health and Safety Code; Amend Section 13.04, 

Reports, Subsection (B), relative to written reports to 

the building official; Amend Section 13.06, Denial of 

Permit; Grounds, Subsection (A)(3), relative to 

violation of the Health and Safety Code; Delete Article 

XVI, Life Safety Requirements for Existing Buildings, 

and renumber remaining articles; Amend Article 

XVII, Dangerous Buildings, Section 17.02, Dangerous 

Building Defined, Subsection (T), relative to partially 

constructed buildings; Delete Article XVIII, 

Accessibility. 

 

98-146 11/10/98 Amend Article XIII, Outdoor Festivals, Section 

13.03, Application for Permit, Subsection (B), relative 

to failure to timely file; Amend Section 13.03, 

Subsection (C), relative to additional submissions the 

building official may require; Amend Section 13.03, 
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by the deletion of Subsection (D), and the relettering 

of remaining subsection; Amend Section 13.04, 

Reports, relative to which city departments receive 

notice of filing of permit application; Amend Section 

13.05, Conditions for Permit, Subsection (A), relative 

to restrictions imposed on the permittee; Amend 

Section 13.05, Subsection (B), relative to insurance 

requirements; Amend Section 13.05, Subsection (C), 

relative to bond requirements; Amend Section 13.06, 

Denial of Permit; Grounds, Subsection (A)(3), relative 

to updating the reference to statute; Amend Section 

13.06 by the deletion of Subsection (A)(10) and the 

addition of new Subsections (A)(10), (A)(11) and 

(A)(12) relative to removing and adding grounds for 

denial; Amend Section 13.07, Revocation of Permit, 

relative to empowering certain city officials to revoke a 

permit after notice; Amend Section 13.09, Permit 

Posting, relative to the location and content of the 

posting; Add Section 13.11, Penalty, relative to the 

provision of a fine of up to $2,000 for each offense in 

violation of the ordinance. 

 

99-42 03/23/99 Amend Article I, Building Code, Section 1.04, 

Amendments, Additions and Deletions, by the addition 

of Subsection (C)(57), amending Section 1006.3.3.1 

of the Uniform Building Code, 1997 Edition; Repeal of 

the existing Article XVI and adoption of a new Article 

XVI, Dangerous Buildings, establishing procedures to 

meet the requirements of current enabling state law; 

Add Article XVII, Additional Authority to Secure 

Building, establishing procedures to meet the 

requirements of current enabling state law; Add 

Article XVIII, Performance of Work and Recovery of 

Cost, transferring said provisions out of the "Uniform 

Housing" Chapter and into this "Construction" Chapter 

to complete the procedures in conformance with state 

law. 
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00-105 09/12/00 Amend Article IV, Registration, Permits and 

Inspections, by the addition of Section 4.16, Permits 

For Demolition or Relocation, to clarify the process 

involved in obtaining a permit for the demolition or 

relocation of buildings or structures that are fifty (50) 

years old or older, or located in a Landmark 

Preservation ("LP") Overlay Zoning District. 

 

02-020 02/05/02 Repeal existing Article I and adopt a new Article I, 

Building Code, relative to the adoption of the 2000 

International Codes including the 2000 International 

Building Code (I.B.C.), the 2000 International 

Residential Code (I.R.C.) and the 2000 International 

Energy Conservation Code (I.E.C.C.); Amend Article 

IV, Registration, Permits and Inspections, Section 

4.01, Registration, Subsections (F)(1) and (G)(4), to 

revise the Code from U.B.C. to I.B.C. and I.R.C.; 

Amend Section 4.13, Refunds, Subsection (D), to 

revise the Code from U.B.C. to I.B.C. and add a 

reference to I.R.C.; Amend Section 4.14, Certificate of 

Occupancy, Subsection (B), to revise the Code from 

U.B.C. to I.B.C.; Amend Article VII, Signs, Section 

7.07, Structural Requirements, to revise the Code from 

U.B.C. to I.B.C.; Amend Section 7.08, Use of Plastic 

Materials, relative to requirements for plastic 

materials; Amend Article IX, Fences, Section 9.02, 

Enclosure of Swimming Pools, Spas and Hot Tubs, 

Subsections (E) and (G)(2), to revise the appendix 

references; Amend Article XIII, Outdoor Festivals, 

Section 13.04, Reports, Subsection (B), relative to 

updating the reference to the Health and Safety Code. 

 

02-024 02/12/02 Amend Article I, Building Code, by the addition of 

Section 1.11, Trash Receptacles, relative to regulations 

regarding the provision of trash receptacles at all job 
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sites; Add Section 1.12, Hours of Construction, 

relative to setting hours of construction. 

 

02-074 07/16/02 Amend Article IV, Registration, Permits and 

Inspections, Section 4.16, Permits for Demolition or 

Relocation, Subsection (A)(7), to modify the process 

through which the city council may extend the stay, 

increasing the total time that city council may impose 

the stay to ninety days, and increasing the maximum 

time period for a stay on a demolition permit to a 

cumulative total of one hundred fifty days. 

 

03-087 07/29/03 Amend Article IV, Registration, Permits and 

Inspections, Section 4.14, Certificate of Occupancy, by 

the addition of Subsection G, relative to permits, 

inspections, certificates and approvals for sexually 

oriented businesses. 

 

04-004 01/13/04 Amend Article I, Building Code, Section 1.02, 

relative to the addition of the 2001 Supplement to the 

International Energy Conservation Code; Section 

1.04(C), relative to amendments to the International 

Building Code; Section 1.04(D), relative to 

amendments to the International Residential Code; 

Section 1.04(E)(5), relative to amendments to the 

International Energy Conservation Code; Section 

1.06(B), relative to appeal of the Building Official’s 

determination regarding an easement use agreement; 

Section 1.06(C), relative to termination and 

modification of an easement use agreement; Amend 

Article IV, Registration, Permits and Inspections, 

Section 4.01(I), relative to registration exemptions for 

owners; Section 4.05 by the addition of Subsection 

(D), relative to the issuance of a Field Permit Card; 

Section 4.13(C), by the addition of a new Subsection 

(3), relative to an energy inspection; Section 4.14(C), 

relative to Sexually Oriented Businesses; Section 4.14, 
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by the addition of Subsection (H), relative to 

Applications for Certificates Of Occupancy; Section 

4.15, relative to indemnification; Section 4.16, relative 

to dangerous building demolition and Municipal Court 

Authority; Amend Article XVI, Dangerous Buildings, 

relative to definitions, demolition hearings, Municipal 

Court hearing authority, enclosure of swimming pools, 

surety bonds, and City collection of expenses; Amend 

Article XVII, Additional Authority to Secure 

Building, relative to designation of Administrator; 

Amend Article XVIII, Performance of Work and 

Recovery of Cost, relative to collection of City 

expenses and liens. 

 

04-042 05/11/04 Amend Article II, Building Code Board of Appeals, 

Section 2.01, Appointment; Section 2.02, Term of 

Office; and Section 2.03, Quorum, relative to the 

appointment of Board Members. 

 

04-075 08/10/04 Amend Article I, Building Code, Section 1.04, 

Amendments, Additions and Deletions, Subsection 

(D)(69), relative to swimming pools, spas and hot tubs; 

Amend Article IV, Registration, Permits and 

Inspections, Section 4.14, Certificate of Occupancy, 

relative to disconnection of electrical service. 

 

04-086 09/21/04 Amend Article IV, Registration, Permits and 

Inspections, Section 4.07, Expiration of Permit, 

relative to a fee for extension of an unexpired permit; 

Section 4.10, Plan Review Fees, relative to plan 

review fees; Section 4.11, Expiration of Application 

and Plan Review, relative to extension of an 

application; Section 4.12, Refunds, relative to refunds 

of building permit fees. 

 

05-015 02/22/05 Amend Article I, Building Code, Section 1.04, 

Amendments, Additions and Deletions, Subsection 
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(D), by the addition of a new Subsection (61) relevant 

to lawn irrigation systems, and renumbering the 

remaining subsections. 

 

05-060 07/26/05 Amend Article IV, Registration, Permits and 

Inspections, Section 4.05, Building Permits Issued, 

Subsection (A), by the addition of an exception 

relative to a third party provider; Amend Section 4.13, 

Inspections, Subsection (A), by the addition of an 

exception relative to a third party provider. 

 

05-068 08/23/05 Amend Article I, Building Code, Section 1.02, 

Adoption of Code, relative to adoption of the 2003 

International Building Code, 2003 International 

Residential Code, and 2003 International Energy 

Conservation Code; Amend Section 1.04, 

Amendments, Additions and Deletions, Subsection 

(C), relative to adopting the 2003 International 

Building Code; Subsection (D), relative to adopting 

the 2003 International Residential Code; and 

Subsection (E), relative to adopting the 2003 

International Energy Conservation Code. 

 

06-018 02/14/06 Amend Article XIII, Outdoor Festivals, Section 

13.10, Exception, relative to providing that activities 

outside a major sports complex are exempt from 

Outdoor Festival permit requirements. 

 

06-081 08/22/06 Amend Article I, Building Code, Section 1.04, 

Amendments, Additions and Deletions, Subsection 

(C)(77), Section 2902, Minimum Plumbing Facilities, 

and Subsection 2902.6.1, Hand washing lavatory, and 

Subsection 2902.6.2, Service sink; Amend Article 

XVI, Dangerous Buildings, Section 16.02, Definitions, 

Subsection (A)(1), and Section 16.10, Notice to 

Vacate, Violations, Subsection (A), relative to 
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updating the reference to the Community Services 

Department. 

 

07-096 12/18/07 Amend Article XVI, Dangerous Buildings, Section 

16.08, Liens for Penalties and Expenses, Subsection 

(A), relative to specifying fees; Section 16.09, Notice 

and Collection of Penalty and Expenses, Subsection 

(A), relative to specifying fees; Section 16.12, 

Swimming Pool Enclosures, Subsection (D), relative 

to specifying fees; amend Article XVII, Additional 

Authority to Secure Building, Section 17.06, Liens and 

Collection of Expenses, relative to specifying fees; 

amend Article XVIII, Performance of Work and 

Recovery of Cost, Section 18.02, Account of Expense, 

Filing of Report:  Contents, relative to specifying fees. 

 

08-090 09/30/08 Amend Article I, Building Code, Section 1.06, 

Construction Prohibited in Private Drainage and/or 

Public Easements, Subsection (B), related to fees for 

easement use agreements; amend Article IV, 

Registration, Permits and Inspections, Section 4.02, 

Permits Required, by the addition of regulations 

related to excavation, grading, and filling; and Section 

4.14, Certificate of Occupancy, Subsections (C), (D), 

and (F), related to certificates of occupancy; amend 

Article VII, Signs, Section 7.10, Temporary Signs 

Near Polling Places, Subsection (A), related to 

temporary signs near polling places. 

 

09-024 05/05/09 Amend Article I, Building Code, Section 1.03, Code 

Defined; Rule of Construction, related to residential 

construction; Section 1.04, Amendments, Additions 

and Deletions, Subsection (C)(74), related to retaining 

wall standards; and Subsection 1.04(D), by the 

addition of Subsection (43.5), related to corrugated 

stainless steel tubing; Section 1.06, Construction 

Prohibited in Private Drainage and/or Public 
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Easements, related to easement use agreements; amend 

Article IV, Registration, Permits and Inspections, 

Sections 4.01(I), 4.02, 4.05, 4.07, 4.08, and 4.11, and 

the addition of Sections 4.02.5, 4.05.5, and 4.11.5, 

related to homeowner registration, site plans, posting 

of building permit at the job site, expiration of 

applications, plans, and permits, revocation of permits, 

and other miscellaneous minor changes; amend Article 

XVI, Dangerous Buildings, Section 16.02, Definitions, 

by the amendment of the definition of "Administrator" 

and the addition of the definition of "Hearing 

Authority"; by the addition of Section 16.13, 

Requiring Repair, Removal, or Demolition of 

Structure, relative to dangerous structures. 

 

09-032 06/23/09 Amend Article II, Building Code Board of Appeals, 

by the addition of Section 2.09, Model Code Adoption 

or Amendment, related to procedures for adopting or 

amending a model code. 

 

09-056 09/22/09 Amend Article I, Building Code, Subsection 1.04, 

Amendments, Additions and Deletions, by the deletion 

of Subsection (C)(78) and the renumbering of the 

remaining subsections; by the amendment of 

renumbered Subsection (C)(78), relative to removing 

the definition of Swimming Pools; by the amendment 

of renumbered Subsection (C)(79), relative to public 

swimming pools; by the amendment of renumbered 

Subsection (C)(81), relative to entrapment avoidance; 

by the addition of a Subsection (C)(83) relative to 

Chapter 35, Reference Standards; through the 

amendment of Section 1.04, by the amendment of 

Subsection (D)(75), relative to swimming pools, spas 

and hot tubs. 

 

10-009 01/12/10 Amend Article I, Building Code, by the amendment of 

Section 1.08, Enforcement, Violations and Penalties, 
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relative to changing the title of the section and 

updating penalty provisions; and the amendment of 

Section 1.13, Electronic Submittal of Final Plans; 

amend Article IV, Registration, Permits and 

Inspections, Section 4.02.5, Application for 

Commercial Site Plan, and Section 4.04, Plans and 

Specifications; amend Article VI, Prefabricated or 

Modular Buildings, Section 6.01, General, amend 

Article VII, Signs, Section 7.07, Structural 

Requirements; and Article X, Emergency Locator 

Directory, Section 10.04, Information Required, 

relative to a requirement that final plans or other 

documents that will be archived must be submitted in 

electronic format; amend Article XIII, Outdoor 

Festivals, by the deletion of Section 13.11, Penalty; 

amend Article XVI, Dangerous Buildings, Section 

16.11, Other Enforcement, Subsection (E); and by the 

addition of Article XIX, Penalty, relative to updated 

penalty provisions. 

 

11-001 01/14/11 Amend Article XIII, Outdoor Festivals, through the 

amendment of the title and the Article in its entirety. 

 

11-019 03/22/11 Amend Article I, Building Code, Section 1.04, 

Amendments, Additions and Deletions, Subsection 

(D)(3), relative to adding the definition of "Reclaimed 

Water." 

 

11-043 08/16/11 Amend Article XIX through the addition of a new 

Article XIX, Construction on Lake Arlington, and 

renumbering the remaining article to Article XX, 

Penalty. 

 

12-011 04/03/12 Amend Article XIX, Construction on Lake Arlington, 

by the addition of Section 19.02.01, Work Within Lake 

Arlington or the Flowage Easement, and Section 

19.02.02, Appeals to Requirements of Section 
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19.02.01, relative to conforming to the Lake Arlington 

Master Plan; and by the amendment of Section 19.05, 

Design and Construction Requirements for Piers and 

Boathouses, Subsections (B)(4) and (L)(4), relative to 

the 100 year flood elevation. 

 

12-020 04/24/12 Amend Article I, Building Code, Section 1.02, 

Adoption of Code; Section 1.04, Amendments, 

Additions and Deletions, Subsections (B), (C), (D), 

and (E); and Section 1.05, Adoption of Appendices; 

amend Article IV, Registration, Permits and 

Inspections, Section 4.01, Registration, Subsection 

(F), by the addition of Subsections (5) – (7); 

Subsection 4.01(H); Section 4.02, Commercial Site 

Plan and Permits Required; Section 4.03, Application 

for Permit, Subsection (E); Section 4.04, Plans and 

Specifications, Subsection (B); Section 4.05, Building 

Permits Issued; Section 4.12, Refunds, by the 

amendment of the first paragraph and Subsection (D); 

Section 4.13, Inspections, Subsections (A), (C), and 

(D); Section 4.14, Certificate of Occupancy; 

Subsections (A), (B), (C), and (F); amend Article VI, 

Prefabricated or Modular Buildings; relative to 

adoption of the International Building Code, 2009 

Edition; the International Residential Code, 2009 

Edition; and the International Energy Conservation 

Code, 2009 Edition; amend Article XVI, Dangerous 

Buildings, Section 16.11, Other Enforcement, 

Subsection (A); delete Section 16.11, Subsection (E); 

amend Section 16.13, Requiring Repair, Removal, or 

Demolition of Structure, Subsections (B)(7)(f) and 

(C); relative to dangerous building violations and 

procedures. 

 

13-036 08/20/13 Amend Article I, Building Code, Section 1.04, 

Amendments, Additions and Deletions, Subsection 

(C), by the addition of Subsection (85.1); and 
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Subsection (D), by the addition of Subsection (19.1), 

relative to grading values of Southern Pine lumber. 

 

13-037 08/20/13 Amend Article I, Building Code, Section 1.04, 

Amendments, Additions and Deletions, Subsection 

(D), by the addition of Subsection (7.1), relative to 

revisions to Table R302.1 regarding the minimum fire 

separation distance for exterior walls to be constructed 

without a fire-resistance rating requirement. 

 

13-055 12/03/13 Amend Article I, Building Code, Section 1.04, 

Amendments, Additions and Deletions, Subsection 

(D), by the addition of Subsections (57.1), (57.2), 

(60.1), (60.2), (60.3), (60.4), (60.5), (60.6), (64.1), 

(64.2), (64.3), (64.4), (64.5), (64.6) and (64.7), relative 

to the Safe Drinking Water Act; amend Article IV, 

Registration, Permits and Inspections, Section 4.02, 

Commercial Site Plan and Permits Required, 

Subsection (B), by the deletion of Subsection (6) and 

the renumbering of the remaining subsections; Section 

4.02, Subsection (C)(1), by the addition of Subsection 

(b), relative to private property paving. 

 

15-052 10/27/15 Amend Article XVI, Dangerous Buildings, Section 

16.04, Commencement of Hearing, Subsection (B), 

relative to scheduling a hearing for a historic property; 

Section 16.06, Contents of Order, by the deletion of 

Subsection (D) and the relettering of the remaining 

subsections; and Section 16.08, Liens for Penalties and 

Expenses, Subsection (B), relative to lien priority. 

 

17-005 02/14/17 Amend Article IV, Registrations, Permits and 

Inspections, relative to the addition of Section 4.145, 

Mobile Food Establishment Certificate of Occupancy, 

providing for the permitting of an accessory use tied to 

certain limited existing certificates of occupancy; 

amend Article XIII, Temporary Outdoor Events; 
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relative to the revision of Section 13.04, Permit 

Required, revising the enforcement language in said 

section; and the addition of Section 13.12, Mobile 

Food Establishments, providing for the permitting of a 

mobile food establishment on private property at a 

temporary outdoor event. 

 

18-017 04/10/18 Amend Article I, Building Code, Sections 1.01 

through 1.05, relative to adopting the 2015 Editions of 

the International Building Code, International Existing 

Building Code, International Residential Code, and the 

International Energy Conservation Code; adopting 

local amendments and associated appendices; through 

the repeal of Section 1.08(C), relative to enforcement 

of violations of this Chapter; amend Article IV, 

Registration, Permits and Inspections, Section 4.02, 

Commercial Site Plan and Permits Required, 

Subsection (A) and the addition of Subsection (H), 

relative to building permit requirements; amend 

Section 4.14, Certificate of Occupancy, Subsection 

(B), relative to certificate of occupancy requirements. 
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ARTICLE I 
 

BUILDING CODE 
 
 

Section 1.01 Title 

 

 This Chapter shall be known as the “Construction” Chapter of the Arlington City 

Code.  Article I shall be known as the “Building Code” of the City of Arlington and shall 

incorporate the herein referenced and adopted Editions of the International Code, as 

published by the International Code Council, Inc. 

 

 

Section 1.02 Adoption of Code 

 

 The International Building Code, 2015 Edition (hereinafter called “I.B.C.”); the 

International Existing Building Code, 2015 Edition (hereinafter called “I.E.B.C.”); the 

International Residential Code, 2015 Edition (hereinafter called “I.R.C.”); and the 

International Energy Conservation Code, 2015 Edition (hereinafter called “I.E.C.C.”); as 

published by the International Code Council, Inc. are hereby adopted and designated, 

together with the deletions, amendments and addenda hereinafter contained, as the 

Building Code of the City of Arlington, the same as though said I.B.C., I.E.B.C., I.R.C. 

and I.E.C.C. were copied at length herein.  Copies of the I.B.C., I.E.B.C., I.R.C. and 

I.E.C.C. and their Appendices shall be kept on file in the Office of the City Secretary. 

 

 The adoption of the 2015 I.R.C. as stated herein except that Section R313 of the 

2003 I.R.C., as amended and originally adopted on August 23, 2005 by Ordinance No. 

05-068, to read as follows is maintained: 

 

R313.1 Fire sprinkler system.  All R3 and U occupancies are required to have an 

approved fire sprinkler system.  

 

Exception:  Buildings with an approved fire department access. 

 

 

Section 1.03 Code Defined; Rule of Construction 

 

 This Building Code shall include all of the provisions of the I.B.C., I.E.B.C., 

I.R.C. and I.E.C.C. as adopted by Section 1.02 above and all other provisions contained 

herein.  In the event a conflict is determined to exist between said I.B.C., I.E.B.C., I.R.C. 

and I.E.C.C. as adopted and the other provisions of this Chapter, the provisions of this 

Chapter control.  Items regulated by permit located on residential lots that are not 

specifically referenced in the I.R.C. are regulated by the I.B.C or I.E.B.C. 
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Section 1.04 Amendments, Additions and Deletions 

 

 The adoption of the I.B.C, I.E.B.C., I.R.C. and I.E.C.C., as provided in Section 

1.02 above, is modified and amended by the following: 

 

A. The addition thereto of Articles II, et seq., of this Chapter. 

 

B. The deletion in the entirety of the following provisions of the I.B.C., I.E.B.C., 

I.E.C.C., and I.R.C.: 

 

1. Sections 105 I.B.C., 105 I.E.B.C and 105 I.R.C., entitled Permits; 

2. Section 107 I.B.C. entitled Submittal Documents, Section 106 I.E.B.C. 

entitled Construction Documents and Section 106 I.R.C. entitled 

Construction Documents. 

3. Sections 109 I.B.C., 108 I.E.B.C., 108 I.R.C. and 107 I.E.C.C, entitled 

Fees; 

4. Sections 110 I.B.C., 109 I.E.B.C. and 109 I.R.C., entitled Inspections; 

5. Sections 111 I.B.C., 110 I.E.B.C. and 110 I.R.C., entitled Certificate of 

Occupancy; 

6. Sections 113 I.B.C., 112 I.E.B.C., 112 I.R.C. and 109 I.E.C.C, entitled 

Board of Appeals; 

7. Sections 114 I.B.C., 113 I.E.B.C. and 113 I.R.C., entitled Violations; 

8. Sections 116 I.B.C. and 115 I.E.B.C. entitled Unsafe Structures and 

Equipment; 

9. Section 2503 I.B.C., entitled Inspection; 

10. and all of Chapters 34 through 43 of the I.R.C.   

 

C. The amendment of the following I.B.C. provisions: 

 

1. The amendment of Section 101.1, entitled Title, to read as follows: 

 

101.1 Title.  These regulations shall be known as the Building Codes of 

the City of Arlington, Texas, hereinafter referred to as “this code.” 

 

2. The amendment of the Exceptions to Section 101.2, entitled Scope, to read 

as follows: 

 

  Exceptions: 

 

  1. Detached one- and two-family dwellings and multiple single-

family dwellings (townhouses) not more than three stories above 

grade plane in height with a separate means of egress and their 
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accessory structures shall comply with the International Residential 

Code. 

 

  2. Portable and/or temporary storage buildings not exceeding three 

hundred twenty (320) square feet in area shall not be subject to the 

provisions of this Building Code for foundations and framing 

provided: 

 

(a) The building shall not be intended or used for human 

occupancy; 

 

(b) No plumbing and/or mechanical improvements shall be 

permitted and any electrical improvements are supervised 

by permits and work shall be installed in full compliance 

with the appropriate Chapter of the Code of the City of 

Arlington for such work; and 

 

(c) A permit for such building shall have been obtained from 

the Building Official. 

 

3. The amendment of Section 101.4, entitled Referenced codes, to read as 

follows: 

 

101.4 Referenced codes.  The other codes listed in Sections 101.4.1 

through 101.4.8 and referenced elsewhere in this code, when specifically 

adopted, shall be considered part of the requirements of this code to the 

prescribed extent of each such reference.  Whenever amendments have 

been adopted to the referenced codes and standards, each reference to said 

code and standard shall be considered to reference the amendments as 

well.  Any reference to NFPA 70 or the Electrical Code shall mean the 

Electrical Code as adopted. 

 

4. The amendment of Section 101.4, entitled Referenced codes, to add a 

new section 101.4.8, entitled Electrical, to read as follows: 

 

101.4.8 Electrical.  The provisions of the Electrical Code shall apply to 

the installation of electrical systems, including alterations, repairs, 

replacement, equipment, appliances, fixtures, fittings and appurtenances 

thereto. 

 

5. The amendment of Section 103 and 103.1 to read as follows: 
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SECTION 103 

DIVISION OF BUILDING INSPECTIONS 

 

103.1 Creation of enforcement agency.  The Division of Building 

Inspections is hereby created and the official in charge thereof shall be 

known as the Building Official. 

 

6. The amendment of Section 104.6, entitled Right of Entry, to read as 

follows: 

 

  104.6 Right of Entry.  Where it is necessary to make an inspection to 

enforce any of the provisions of this Building Code, or whenever the 

Building Official or an authorized representative has reasonable cause to 

believe that there exists in any building or upon any premises any 

condition or violation which makes such building or premises unsafe, 

dangerous or hazardous, the Building Official or an authorized 

representative may enter such building or premises at all reasonable times 

to inspect the same or to perform any duty imposed upon said Building 

Official by this Building Code.  If such building or premises is occupied, 

the Building Official or an authorized representative shall first present 

credentials and request entry.  If such building or premises is unoccupied, 

the Building Official shall first make a reasonable effort to locate the 

owner or other person having charge or control of the building or premises 

and request entry.  If such entry is refused, or, if no owner or other person 

having charge or control of the building or premises can be located, the 

Building Official or an authorized representative shall have recourse to 

every remedy provided by law to secure entry. 

 

 7. The deletion of Section 104.10.1, entitled Flood Hazard Areas, in its 

entirety. 

 

8. The addition of Section 104.12, entitled Occupancy Violations, to read as 

follows: 

 

 104.12 Occupancy Violations.  Whenever any building, structure, or 

equipment therein which is regulated by this Building Code is being used 

contrary to the provisions of said Code, the Building Official or an 

authorized representative may order that such use be discontinued and/or 

that the building or structure, or a portion thereof, be vacated by written 

notice served on any person who is causing such use to be continued.  

Further, the Building Official or an authorized representative may order 
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the evacuation of any building or premises, or a portion thereof, which 

constitutes a dangerous building as defined in Article XVI of this Chapter. 

 

Notice to stop use shall be given by personal delivery or by certified mail, 

return receipt requested, to the person responsible for the continued use.  

Such person shall discontinue the use within the time prescribed by the 

Building Official after receipt of such notice and shall not resume the use 

of the building or premises until first rendering the same in compliance 

with this Building Code.  

 

Notice to vacate a dangerous building or premises shall be posted at or 

upon each exit of the said structure affected thereby, and shall be in 

substantially the following form: 

 

  “DO NOT ENTER  

  UNSAFE TO OCCUPY 

 

   It is a misdemeanor to occupy this building, 

or to remove or deface this notice. 

 

 

  Arlington Building Official 

    (by)______________________________ 

    (date)____________________________ 

    (compliance due date) _____________” 

 

No person shall remain in or enter any building or premises which has 

been so posted, except that entry may be made to repair, demolish or 

remove the unsafe condition.  Such entry or the destruction, defacing or 

removal of said notice prior to approval by the Building Official or an 

authorized representative shall be a violation of this Building Code. 

 

9. The amendment of Section 115, entitled STOP WORK ORDER, to read 

as follows: 

 

SECTION 115 

STOP WORK ORDER 

 

115.1 Stop Work Order.  Whenever any work is being done contrary to 

the provisions of this Code, the Building Official may order the work 

stopped by notice in writing served on any persons engaged in the doing or 
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causing such work to be done.  Any such person shall forthwith stop such 

work until: 

 

a. He or she is authorized by the Building Official to proceed with the 

work; or 

 

b. An appeal perfected pursuant to Section 2.06 of Article II has 

resulted in a waiver of the condition causing the stop order, or a 

finding that there is no cause for a stop order.  Failure to stop such 

work, in addition to penalties and remedies elsewhere set forth, 

shall void any appeal. 

 

 10. The amendment of Section 202, entitled DEFINITIONS, by amending 

the following definitions found therein to read as follows: 

 

AMBULATORY CARE FACILITY.  Buildings or portions thereof used 

to provide medical, surgical, psychiatric, nursing or similar care on a less 

than 24-hour basis to individuals who are rendered incapable of self-

preservation.  This group may include, but not necessarily be limited to, 

the following: 

- Dialysis centers 

- Sedation dentistry 

- Surgery centers 

- Colonic centers 

- Psychiatric centers 

 

ASSISTED LIVING FACILITIES.  A building or part thereof housing 

persons, on a 24-hour basis, who because of age, mental disability or other 

reasons, live in a supervised residential environment which provides 

personal care services.  The occupants are capable of responding to an 

emergency situation without physical assistance from staff. 

 

ATRIUM.  An opening connecting three or more stories other than 

enclosed stairways, elevators, hoistways, escalators, plumbing, electrical, 

air-conditioning or other equipment, which is closed at the top and not 

defined as a mall.  Stories, as used in this definition, do not include 

balconies within assembly groups or mezzanines that comply with Section 

505. 

 

BASE FLOOD ELEVATION.  The elevation of the base flood, 

including wave height, relative to the National Geodetic Vertical Datum 
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(NGVD), North American Vertical Datum (NAVD) or other datum 

specified on the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) and found in the 

accompanying Flood Insurance Study (FIS) for Zones A, AE, AH, A1-

A30, or AR that indicates the water surface elevation resulting from the 

flood that has a 1% chance of equaling or exceeding that level in any given 

year. 

 

DESIGN FLOOD.  The flood associated with the greater of the following 

two areas: 

1. Area that is subject to a 1-percent or greater chance of flooding in 

any year based upon fully urbanized land conditions. 

2. Area designated as a special flood hazard area on a community’s 

flood hazard map or otherwise adopted by resolution as a 

regulatory floodplain. 

 

EXISTING CONSTRUCTION.  Any buildings and structures for which 

the “start of construction” commenced before the effective date of the 

initial FIRM (December 31, 1974).  “Existing construction” may also be 

referred to as “existing structures.” 

 

FLOOD HAZARD AREA.  The greater of the following two areas: 

1. Area that is subject to a 1-percent or greater chance of flooding in 

any year based upon fully urbanized land conditions. 

2. Area designated as a special flood hazard area on a community’s 

flood hazard map or otherwise adopted by resolution as a 

regulatory floodplain. 

 

SPECIAL INSPECTOR.  A qualified person employed or retained by an 

approved agency who shall prove to the satisfaction of the registered 

design professional in responsible charge and approved by the Building 

Official as having the competence necessary to inspect a particular type of 

construction requiring special inspection. 

 

SUBSTANTIAL DAMAGE.  Damage of any origin sustained by a 

structure whereby the cost of restoring the structure to its before-damaged 

condition would equal or exceed 25 percent of the market value of the 

structure one day before the damage occurred.  Please refer to the 

definition of “SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENT”. 

 

SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENT.  Any repair, reconstruction, 

rehabilitation, addition or improvement of a building or structure, the cost 
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of which equals or exceeds 25 percent of the market value of the structure 

before the “start of construction” of the improvement.  If the structure has 

sustained substantial damage, any repairs are considered substantial 

improvement regardless of the actual repair work performed.  The term 

does not, however, include either: 

  

1. Any project for improvement of a building required to correct 

existing health, sanitary or safety code violations identified by the 

building official and that are the minimum necessary to assure safe 

living conditions. 

2. Any alteration of a historic structure provided that the alteration 

will not preclude the structure's continued designation as a historic 

structure. 

 

11. The amendment of Section 202, entitled DEFINITIONS, by adding the 

following definitions to read as follows: 

 

MULTI-UNIT RENTAL COMPLEX is two or more dwelling units in 

one or more buildings that are under common ownership, managed by the 

same owner, managing agent, or management company, and located on the 

same lot or tract of land or adjacent lots or tracts of land.  The term 

includes a condominium project.  The term does not include: 

 

(A) A facility primarily renting rooms to overnight guests; or 

 

 (B) A single-family home or adjacent single-family homes that are not 

part of a condominium project. 

 

POOL DECK is a flat walking surface consisting of wood, stone, brick, 

concrete or other similar material located within five feet (5′) of the 

water’s edge of a swimming pool or spa. 

 

PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION is an association of property 

owners for a residential subdivision, condominium, cooperative, 

townhouse project, or other project involving residential dwellings. 

 

REPAIR GARAGE.  A building, structure, or portion thereof used for 

servicing or repairing motor vehicles.  This occupancy shall also include 

garages involved in minor repair, modification and servicing of motor 

vehicles for items such as lube changes, inspections, windshield repair or 

replacement, shocks, minor part replacement and other such minor repairs. 
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SELF-CLOSING GATE is a gate, which closes or shuts automatically, 

without the aid of human, electrical, solar or battery power after being 

opened. 

 

SELF-CLOSING AND SELF-LATCHING DEVICE is a device that 

causes a gate to automatically close and latch without human, electrical, 

solar or battery power. 

 

SHALL, as it applies to an act or duty to be performed by the Building 

Official pursuant to any section of this Building Code, is discretionary.  Its 

use in all other applications in this Code shall be mandatory. 

 

12. The amendment of Section 202, entitled DEFINITIONS, by deleting the 

following definition: 

 

FLOOD HAZARD AREA SUBJECT TO HIGH VELOCITY WAVE 

ACTION 

 

13. The amendment of Section 303.1.3, entitled Associated with Group E 

occupancies, to read as follows: 

 

303.1.3 Associated with Group E occupancies.  A room or space used 

for assembly purposes that is associated with a Group E occupancy is not 

considered a separate occupancy.  Except when applying the assembly 

requirements of Chapter 10 and 11. 

 

14. The amendment of Section 304.1, entitled Business Group B, to read as 

follows: 

 

304.1 Business Group B.  Business Group B occupancy includes, among 

others, the use of a building or structure, or a portion thereof, for office, 

professional or service-type transactions, including storage of records and 

accounts.  Business occupancies shall include, but not be limited to, the 

following: 

 

Airport traffic control towers 

Ambulatory health care facilities 

Animal hospitals, kennels and pounds 

Banks 

Barber and beauty shops 
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Car wash 

Civic administration 

Clinic, outpatient 

Dry cleaning and laundries; pick-up and delivery stations and self-service 

Educational occupancies above the 12th grade 

Electronic data processing 

Fire Stations 

Laboratories; testing and research 

Motor vehicle showrooms 

Police stations with detention facilities for 5 or less 

Post offices 

Print shops 

Professional services (architects, attorneys, dentists, physicians, engineers, 

etc.) 

Radio and television stations 

Restaurants with no dine-in facilities (take-out or delivery only) 

Telephone exchanges 

 

15. The amendment of Exception 4 to Section 307.1, entitled High-hazard 

Group H, to read as follows: 

 

4.   Cleaning establishments that utilize combustible liquid 

solvents having a flash point of 140°F (60°C) or higher in 

closed systems employing equipment listed by an approved 

testing agency, provided that this occupancy is separated 

from all other areas of the building by 1-hour fire barriers 

constructed in accordance with Section 707, or 1-hour 

horizontal assemblies constructed in accordance with 

Section 711, or both.  See also Chapter 21, Dry Cleaning 

Plant provision of the Fire Code. 

 

16. The amendment of Section 310.5, entitled Residential Group R, more 

specifically the paragraphs entitled R-3 to read as follows: 

 

R-3 Residential occupancies where the occupants are primarily permanent 

in nature and not classified as R-1, R-2, R-4 or I, including: 

 

Buildings that do not contain more than two dwelling units. 

Adult care facilities that provide accommodations for five or fewer 

persons of any age for less than 24 hours. 
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Child care facilities that provide accommodations for five or fewer 

persons of any age for less than 24 hours. 

Congregate living facilities with 16 or fewer persons. 

Adult care and child care facilities with five or fewer unrelated 

persons that are within a single-family home are permitted to 

comply with the International Residential Code. 

 

17. The amendment of Section 311.2, entitled Moderate-hazard storage, 

Group S-1, to add the use classification “Self Service Storage Facility.” 

 

18. The amendment of Section 403.1, entitled Applicability, to amend 

Exception 3 to read as follows: 

 

3. The open air portion of a building containing a Group A-5 

occupancy in accordance with Section 303.6.  

 

19. The amendment of Section 403.3, entitled Automatic sprinkler system, 

by the deletion of Exception 2. 

 

20.  The amendment of Section 403.3.2, entitled Water supply to required 

fire pumps, to read as follows: 

 

403.3.2 Water supply to required fire pumps.  In buildings that are 

more than 120 feet (36.5 m) in building height, required fire pumps shall 

be supplied by connections to no fewer than two water mains located in 

different streets.  Separate supply piping shall be provided between each 

connection to the water main and the pumps.  Each connection and the 

supply piping between the connection and the pumps shall be sized to 

supply the flow and pressure required for the pumps to operate. 

 

Exception: Two connections to the same main shall be permitted 

provided that the main is valved such that an interruption can be 

isolated so that the water supply will continue without interruption 

through no fewer than one of the connections. 

 

21. The amendment of Section 404.5, entitled Smoke control, by the deletion 

of the Exception. 

 

22. The amendment of Section 406.3.5.1, entitled Carport separation, to add 

a sentence to read as follows: 
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406.3.5.1 Carport Separation.  A separation is not required between a 

Group R-3 and U carport, provided the carport is entirety open on two or 

more sides and there are not enclosed areas above.  A fire separation is not 

required between a Group R-2 and U carport provided that the carport is 

entirely open on all sides and that the distance between the two is at least 

10 feet (3048 mm). 

 

23. The amendment of the Exception to Section 411.4, entitled Automatic 

sprinkler system, to read as follows:   

  

Exception:  An automatic sprinkler system need not be provided 

for amusement buildings actually operating not more than thirty 

(30) consecutive days. 

 

24. The amendment of Section 411.7.1, entitled Photo luminescent exit 

signs, to read as follows: 

 

411.7.1 Photo luminescent exit signs.  Photo luminescent exit signs are 

prohibited. 

 

25. The amendment of Section 416.5 entitled Fire protection, to read as 

follows: 

 

416.5 Fire protection.  An automatic fire-extinguishing system shall be 

provided in all spray, dip and immersing spaces and storage rooms and 

shall be installed in accordance with Chapter 9 for both existing and new 

spray, dip and immersing spaces and storage rooms. 

 

26. The amendment of Section 423.3, entitled Critical Emergency 

Operations, by deleting it in its entirety. 

 

27. The amendment of Section 423.4, entitled Group E occupancies, to add 

Section 423.4.1 to read as follows: 

 

423.4.1 Group E occupancies.  In areas where the shelter design wind 

speed for tornados is 250 MPH in accordance with Figure 304.2(1) of ICC 

500, all new buildings for Group E occupancies with an aggregate 

occupant load of 50 or more shall have a storm shelter constructed in 

accordance with ICC 500.  The shelter shall be capable of housing the total 

occupant load of the Group occupancy. 
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28. The amendment of Section 506.3.2, entitled Minimum frontage distance, 

to add Section 506.3.2.1 to read as follows: 

 

506.3.2.1 Open space limits.  Such open space shall be either on the same 

lot or dedicated for public use and shall be accessed from a street or 

approved fire lane.  In order to be considered as accessible, if not in direct 

contact with a street or an approved fire lane, a minimum ten (10) foot 

wide pathway adjoining fire department access from the street or approved 

fire lane shall be provided. 

 

29. The amendment of Table 602, entitled FIRE-RESISTANCE RATING 

REQUIREMENTS FOR EXTERIOR WALLS BASED ON FIRE 

SEPARATION DISTANCEae, to insert footnote h. to the heading 

“OCCUPANCY GROUP A, B, E, F-2, I, Rh, S-2g, Ubh” to read as follows: 

 

 h.  For one- and two-family dwellings and apartment buildings, open metal 

carport structures may be constructed within zero (0) feet of the property 

line without fire-resistive or opening protection when the location of such 

is approved as required by other City ordinances. 

 

30.  The amendment of Section 712.1.9, entitled Two-story opening, to 

change Item 4 to read as follows:  

 

4. Is not open to a corridor in Group I and H occupancies. 

 

31.  The amendment of Section 901.6.1, entitled Automatic sprinkler 

systems, to add Section 901.6.1.1 to read as follows: 

 

901.6.1.1 Standpipe Testing.  Building owners/managers must maintain 

and test standpipe systems as per NFPA 25 requirements.  The following 

additional requirements shall be applied to the testing that is required 

every 5 years:   

 

1. The piping between the Fire Department Connection (FDC) and 

the standpipe shall be backflushed when foreign material is 

present, and also hydrostatically tested for all FDC’s on any type of 

standpipe system.  Hydrostatic testing shall also be conducted in 

accordance with NFPA 25 requirements for the different types of 

standpipe systems. 
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2. For any manual (dry or wet) standpipe system not having an 

automatic water supply capable of flowing water through the 

standpipe, the tester shall connect hose from a fire hydrant or 

portable pumping system (as approved by the fire code official) to 

each FDC, and flow water through the standpipe system to the roof 

outlet to verify that each inlet connection functions properly.  

Confirm that there are no open hose valves prior to introducing 

water into a dry standpipe.  There is no required pressure criteria at 

the outlet.  Verify that check valves function properly and that 

there are no closed control valves on the system. 

 

3. Any pressure relief, reducing, or control valves shall be tested in 

accordance with the requirements of NFPA 25.  All hose valves 

shall be exercised. 

 

4. If the FDC is not already provided with approved caps, the 

contractor shall install such caps for all FDC’s as required by the 

fire code official. 

 

5. Upon successful completion of standpipe test, place a blue tag (as 

per Texas Administrative Code, Fire Sprinkler Rules for 

Inspection, Test and Maintenance Service (ITM) Tag) at the 

bottom of each standpipe riser in the building.  The tag shall be 

check-marked as “Fifth Year” for Type of ITM, and the note on the 

back of the tag shall read “5 Year Standpipe Test” at a minimum. 

 

6. The procedures required by Texas Administrative Code Fire 

Sprinkler Rules with regard to Yellow Tags and Red Tags or any 

deficiencies noted during the testing, including the required 

notification of the local Authority Having Jurisdiction (fire code 

official) shall be followed.   

 

7. Additionally, records of the testing shall be maintained by the 

owner and contractor, if applicable, as required by the State Rules 

mentioned above and NFPA 25. 

 

8. Standpipe system tests where water will be flowed external to the 

building shall not be conducted during freezing conditions or 

during the day prior to expected night time freezing conditions.   
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9. Contact the fire code official for requests to remove existing fire 

hose from Class II and III standpipe systems where employees are 

not trained in the utilization of this firefighting equipment.  All 

standpipe hose valves must remain in place and be provided with 

an approved cap and chain when approval is given to remove hose 

by the fire code official. 

 

32. The amendment of Section 902.1, entitled Definitions, by the amendment 

of the definition of STANDPIPE, TYPES OF, under Manual dry as 

referenced in Section 202, to read as follows: 

 

Manual dry.  A dry standpipe system that does not have a permanent 

water supply attached to the system.  Manual dry standpipe systems 

require water from a fire department pumper to be pumped into the system 

through the fire department connection in order to supply the system 

demand.  The system must be supervised as specified in Section 905.9. 

 

33.  The amendment of Section 903.1.1, entitled Alternative protection, to 

read as follows: 

 

903.1.1 Alternative protection.  Alternative automatic fire-extinguishing 

systems complying with Section 904 shall be permitted in addition to 

automatic sprinkler protection where recognized by the applicable 

standard, or as approved by the fire code official. 

 

34.  The amendment of Section 903.2, entitled Where required, to add the 

following and delete the Exception:  

 

903.2 Where required.  Approved automatic sprinkler systems in new 

buildings and structures shall be provided in the locations described in 

Sections 903.2.1 through 903.2.12.  Automatic Sprinklers shall not be 

installed in elevator machine rooms, elevator machine spaces, and elevator 

hoistways, other than pits where such sprinklers would not necessitate 

shunt trip requirements under any circumstances.  Storage shall not be 

allowed within the elevator machine room.  Signage shall be provided at 

the entry doors to the elevator machine room indicating “ELEVATOR 

MACHINERY – NO STORAGE ALLOWED.”  

 

35. The amendment addition of Section 903.2.1, entitled Group A, to add a 

new Section 903.2.1.8 to read as follows: 
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903.2.1.8 Special amusement building.  Special amusement buildings 

shall be equipped throughout with an automatic sprinkler system.  

 

Exception:  An automatic sprinkler system need not be provided 

when an amusement building shall be in existence less than 30 

days and when the construction and use is approved by the Fire 

Code Official or authorized representative. 

 

36. The amendment of Item 2 under Section 903.2.4, entitled Group F-1, to 

read as follows: 

 

2. A Group F-1 fire area is located more than two stories above grade 

plane. 

 

37. The amendment of Section 903.2.9, entitled Group S-1, to add a new 

Section 903.2.9.3, to read as follows: 

 

903.2.9.3 Self-service storage facility.  An automatic sprinkler system 

shall be installed throughout all self-service storage facilities. 

 

Exception:  One story self-service storage facilities, that have no 

interior corridors, with a one-hour fire barrier wall installed 

between every storage compartment. 

 

38. The amendment of Section 903.2.11.3, entitled Buildings 55 feet or more 

in height, to read as follows and Exception 1 is deleted:  

 

903.2.11.3 Buildings over two stories in height.  An automatic sprinkler 

system shall be installed throughout buildings, other than penthouses in 

compliance with Section 1509 of the International Building Code, that is 

located 55 feet or more above the lowest level of fire department vehicle 

access. 

 

39. The amendment of Section 903.2.11, entitled Specific building areas and 

hazards, to add a new Section 903.2.11.7 to read as follows: 

 

903.2.11.7 High-Piled Combustible Storage.  For any building with a 

clear height exceeding 12 feet (4572 mm), see Chapter 32 of the Fire Code 

to determine if those provisions apply. 
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40. The amendment of Section 903.2.11, entitled Specific building areas and 

hazards, to add a new Section 903.2.11.8 to read as follows:  

 

903.2.11.8 Spray Booths and Rooms.  New and existing spray booths 

and spraying rooms shall be protected by an approved automatic fire-

extinguishing system. 

 

41. The amendment of Section 903.3.1.1.1, entitled Exempt locations, to read 

as follows: 

 

903.3.1.1.1 Exempt locations.  When approved by the fire code official, 

automatic sprinklers shall not be required in the following rooms or areas 

where such rooms or areas are protected with an approved automatic fire 

detection system in accordance with Section 907.2 that will respond to 

visible or invisible particles of combustion.  Sprinklers shall not be 

admitted from a room merely because it is damp, of fire-resistance-rated 

construction or contains electrical equipment. 

 

1. Any room where the application of water, or flame and water, 

constitutes a serious life or fire hazard. 

2. Any room or space where sprinklers are considered undesirable 

because of the nature of the contents, when approved by the code 

official. 

3. Generator and transformer rooms, under the direct control of a 

public utility, separated from the remainder of the building by 

walls and floor/ceiling or roof/ceiling assemblies having a fire-

resistance rating of not less than 2 hours. 

4. {Deleted} 

5. Elevator machine rooms, machinery spaces, and hoistways, other 

than pits where such sprinklers would not necessitate shunt trip 

requirements under any circumstances.  

6. {Deleted} 

 

42. The amendment of Section 903.3.1.2, entitled NFPA 13R sprinkler 

systems, to read as follows: 

 

903.3.1.2 NFPA 13R sprinkler system.  Required automatic sprinkler 

systems in Group R occupancies of four stories or less may be 

hydraulically calculated within the dwelling units in accordance with 

NFPA 13R and as amended by this code.  Sprinkler protection shall be 
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provided throughout, including the means of egress, patios, bathrooms, 

closets, balconies and attics. 

 

Exceptions: 

1. A fire department connection (FDC) is not required for one 

and two-family dwellings. 

2.  A required system for one and two-family dwellings may be 

hydraulically calculated using the standard for a 13D 

sprinkler system. 

3.  A required system for one and two-family dwellings may 

use materials that meet the standard for a 13D sprinkler 

system.   

 

43.  The amendment of Section 903.3.1.2, entitled NFPA 13R sprinkler 

systems, to add a new Section 903.3.1.2.3, entitled Attics and Attached 

Garages, to read as follows: 

 

Section 903.3.1.2.3 Attics and Attached Garages.  Sprinkler protection 

is required in attic spaces of such buildings two or more stories in height, 

in accordance with NFPA 13 and or NFPA 13R requirements, and in 

attached garages.   

 

44. The amendment of Section 903.3.1.3, entitled NFPA 13D sprinkler 

systems, to read as follows: 

 

903.3.1.3 NFPA 13D sprinkler systems.  Non-required automatic 

sprinkler systems in one and two-family dwellings and manufactured 

homes may be installed in accordance with NFPA 13D or in accordance 

with state law. 

 

45. The amendment of Section 903.3.5, entitled Water supplies, to add a 

second paragraph to read as follows: 

 

Water supply as required for such systems shall be provided in 

conformance with the supply requirements of the respective standards; 

however, every fire protection system shall be designed with a 10-psi 

safety factor.  Reference Section 507.4 for additional design requirements. 

 

46. The amendment of Section 903.3.7, entitled Fire department 

connections, to read as follows: 
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903.3.7 Fire department connections.  The location of fire department 

connections shall be approved by the Fire Code Official.  All fire 

department connections in the City of Arlington shall be 4” Storz 

connections.  The permanent Storz adapter shall be constructed of high 

strength, light weight, corrosion resistant aluminum alloy capable of being 

securely attached to standpipe/sprinkler outlets designed for fire 

department Storz connections.  The Storz lug connection shall conform to 

industry standards.  The hose sealing surface shall consist of a machined 

metal seat to eliminate rubber gaskets, coated to protect against long term 

exposure to the environment.  The Storz connection shall connect to the 

pipe outlet using National Standard Thread.  The connection shall be 

angled downward at a 30° angle.  A semi-permanent ¼” mesh screen shall 

be provided inside the Storz adapter, constructed of corrosion resistant 

metal.  A 4” Storz aluminum cap with chain or cable shall be provided for 

the fire department connection.  For each additional 1500 G.P.M. required 

or fraction thereof an additional 4” Storz connection is required.   

 

47. The amendment of Section 903.4, entitled Sprinkler system supervision 

and alarms, to read as follows: 

 

903.4 Sprinkler system supervision and alarms.  All valves controlling 

the water supply for automatic sprinkler systems and water-flow switches 

on all sprinkler systems shall be electrically supervised and monitored by a 

UL listed Central Station.  The fire-pump system shall also be supervised 

and monitored for “power available,” “phase reversal” and “pump 

running” conditions on distinct circuits. 

 

Exceptions: 

1. Automatic sprinkler systems protecting one-and two-family 

dwellings. 

2. Limited area systems serving fewer than 20 sprinklers. 

3. Jockey pump control valves that are sealed or locked in the 

open position. 

 

Sprinkler and standpipe system water-flow detectors shall be provided for 

each floor tap to the sprinkler system and shall cause an alarm upon 

detection of water flow for more than 45 seconds.  All control valves in 

the sprinkler and standpipe systems except for fire department hose 

connection valves shall be electrically supervised to initiate a supervisory 

signal at the central station upon tempering. 
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48. The amendment of Section 903.4.2, entitled Alarms, to add a second 

paragraph to read as follows: 

 

The alarm device required on the exterior of the building shall be a 

weatherproof horn/strobe notification appliance with a minimum 75 

candela strobe rating, installed as close as practicable to the fire 

department connection. 

 

49. The amendment of Section 903.4.3, entitled Floor control valves, to read 

as follows: 

 

903.4.3 Floor control valves.  Sprinkler and standpipe system water-flow 

detectors shall be provided for each floor tap to the sprinkler system and 

shall cause an alarm upon detection of water flow. 

 

50. The addition of Section 903.6., entitled Spray booths and rooms, to read 

as follows: 

 

903.6. Spray booths and rooms.  New and existing spray booths and 

spray rooms shall be protected by an approved automatic fire 

extinguishing system in accordance with Section 1504.4 of the 

International Fire Code. 

 

51. The addition of Section 905.2, entitled Installation standards, to read as 

follows: 

 

905.2 Installation standards.  Standpipe systems shall be installed in 

accordance with this section and NFPA 14.  Manual dry standpipe systems 

shall be supervised with a minimum of 10-psig and a maximum of 40-psig 

air pressure with a high/low alarm. 

 

52. The amendment of Section 905.3.2, entitled Group A, to delete 

Exceptions 1 and 2. 

 

53.  The amendment of Section 905.3, entitled Required installations, by 

adding Section 9.05.3.9 and related Exceptions to read as follows: 

 

905.3.9 Buildings exceeding 10,000 sq. ft.  In buildings exceeding 10,000 

square feet in area per story and where any portion of the building’s 

interior area is more than 200 feet (60960 mm) of travel, vertically and 
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horizontally, from the nearest point of fire department vehicle access, 

Class I automatic wet or manual wet standpipes shall be provided. 

 

Exceptions:  

1. Automatic dry and semi-automatic dry standpipes are 

allowed as provided for in NFPA 14. 

2. R-2 occupancies of four stories or less in height having no 

interior corridors. 

 

54. The amendment of Section 905.4, entitled Location of Class I standpipe 

hose connections, by amending Items 1, 3 and 5, and adding Item 7 to 

read as follows: 

 

1. In every required exit stairway, a hose connection shall be provided 

for each story above and below grade plane.  Hose connections 

shall be located at an intermediate landing between stories, unless 

otherwise approved by the fire code official. 

2. {No change} 

3. In every exit passageway, at the entrance from the exit passageway 

to other areas of a building. 

 

Exception:  Where floor areas adjacent to an exit 

passageway are reachable from an exit stairway hose 

connection by a 30-foot (9144 mm) hose stream from a 

nozzle attached to 100 feet (30 480 mm) of hose, a hose 

connection shall not be required at the entrance from the 

exit passageway to other areas of the building. 

4. {No change} 

5. Where the roof has a slope of less than four units vertical in 12 

units horizontal (33.3-percent slope), each standpipe shall be 

provided with a two-way a hose connection shall be located to 

serve the roof or at the highest landing of an exit stairway with stair 

access to the roof provided in accordance with Section 1011.12.  

6. {No change} 

7. When required by this Chapter, standpipe connections shall be 

placed adjacent to all required exits to the structure and at two 

hundred feet (200’) intervals along major corridors thereafter, or as 

otherwise approved by the fire code official. 

 

55. The amendment of Section 905.9, entitled Valve supervision, to add a 

second paragraph after the Exceptions to read as follows: 
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Sprinkler and standpipe system water-flow detectors shall be provided for 

each floor tap to the sprinkler system and shall cause an alarm upon 

detection of water flow for more than 45 seconds.  All control valves in 

the sprinkler and standpipe systems except for fire department hose 

connection valves shall be electrically supervised to initiate a supervisory 

signal at the central station upon tampering. 

 

56. The amendment of Section 906.1, entitled Where Required, by the 

deletion of the Exception under Paragraph 1. 

 

57. The amendment of Section 907.1.2, entitled Fire alarm shop drawings, 

by adding Sections 907.1.2.1, 907.1.2.2 and 907.1.2.3 to read as follows: 

 

907.1.2.1 Fire alarm control panel.  The fire alarm control panel shall be 

installed in an approved location adjacent to the main entrance to the 

building unless otherwise approved by the Fire Code Official. 

 

907.1.2.2 Key/Codes.  Fire alarm control panel functions such as silence 

and reset shall be operable without the use of a key or code.  The panel 

cover may be locked, but the function keys cannot require a key or code. 

 

907.1.2.3 Alarm verification.  Alarm verification shall be provided for 

smoke detectors.  Alarm verification shall be provided at the fire alarm 

control panel when more than thirty (30) detectors are installed. 

 

Exception:  Alarm verification is not required for single 

station type smoke detectors. 

 

58. The amendment of Section 907.1, entitled General, by adding Section 

907.1.4 to read as follows: 

 

907.1.4 Design Standards.  Fire alarm systems, automatic fire detectors, 

emergency voice alarm communication systems and notification devices 

shall be designed, installed and maintained in accordance with NFPA 72 

and local amendments. 

 

All alarm systems new or replacement serving 50 or more alarm initiating 

devices shall be addressable fire detection systems.  Alarm systems 

serving more than 75 smoke detectors or more than 200 total fire alarm 

devices shall be analog intelligent addressable fire detection systems. 
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Exception:  Existing systems need not comply unless the 

total system remodel or expansion initiated after October 

1998 exceeds 30% of the building.  When cumulative 

building remodel or expansion exceeds 50%, the building 

must comply within 18 months of permit application. 

 

59. The amendment of Section 907.2.3, entitled Group E, to read as follows: 

 

907.2.3 Group E.  A manual fire alarm system shall be installed in Group 

E educational occupancies.  When automatic sprinkler systems or smoke 

detectors are installed, such systems or detectors shall be connected to the 

building fire alarm system. 

 

An approved smoke detection system shall be installed in Group E day 

care occupancies. 

 

Unless separated by a minimum of 100′ open space, all buildings, whether 

portable buildings or the main building, will be considered one building 

for alarm occupant load consideration and interconnection of alarm 

systems. 

 

60. The amendment of Section 907.2.3, entitled Group E, by the amendment 

of Exception 1 and the addition of Exceptions 1.1 and 1.2, to read as 

follows: 

 

   Exceptions: 

1. Group E educational and day care occupancies with 

an occupant load of less than 50 when provided 

with an approved automatic sprinkler system. 

 

1.1 Portable/Temporary buildings in Group E 

Educational occupancies with manual fire alarm 

systems are not required to be connected to the 

alarm system in the main building. 

 

1.2 Residential in-home day care with not more than 12 

children may use interconnected single station 

detectors in all habitable rooms.  (For care of more 

than five children 2½ or less years of age, see 

Section 907.2.6.) 
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61. The amendment of Section 907.2.8, entitled Group R-1, by adding 

Section 907.2.8.4, entitled Carbon Monoxide Detectors, to read as 

follows: 

 

907.2.8.4 Carbon Monoxide Detectors.  In new and existing hotels and 

motels, carbon monoxide detectors shall be provided in all locations where 

there is gas-fired equipment, such as, but not limited to, dryers, HVAC, or 

hot water heaters.  When the building is equipped with a fire alarm system, 

the carbon monoxide detectors shall be connected in such a manner as to 

cause the Fire Alarm system to sound an alarm when the carbon monoxide 

goes into alarm. 

 

62. The amendment of Section 907.2.13, entitled High-rise buildings, to 

change Exception 3 to read as follows: 

 

3. Open air portions of buildings with an occupancy in 

Group A-5 in accordance with Section 303.1 of the 

International Building Code, however, this 

exception does not apply to accessory uses 

including, but not limited to, sky boxes, restaurants 

and similarly enclosed areas. 

 

63. The amendment of Section 907.4.2, entitled Manual fire alarm boxes, by 

adding Section 907.4.2.7, entitled Type, to read as follows: 

 

907.4.2.7 Type.  Manual alarm initiating devices shall be an approved 

double action type. 

 

64. The amendment of Section 907.6.1, entitled Wiring, by adding Section 

907.6.1.1, entitled Wiring Installation, to read as follows: 

 

907.6.1.1 Wiring Installation.  All fire alarm systems shall be installed in 

such a manner that the failure of any single alarm-actuating or alarm-

indicating device will not interfere with the normal operation of any other 

such devices.  All systems shall be Class “A” wired with a minimum of six 

feet separation between supply and return loops.  IDC – Class “A” style – 

D – SLC Class “A” style 6 – notification Class “B” Style Y. 

 

65.  The amendment of Section 907.6.3, entitled Initiating device 

identification, by deleting all four Exceptions. 
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66. The amendment of 907.6.4, entitled Zones, to read as follows: 

 

 907.6.4 Zones.  Each floor shall be zoned separately and a zone shall not 

exceed 22,500 square feet (1860 m2).  The length of any zone shall not 

exceed 300 feet (91 440 mm) in any direction.  A maximum of one (1) 

water flow switch or three (3) tamper switches, five (5) pull stations or ten 

(10) smoke or heat detectors may be interconnected to be upon a single 

zone of a fire alarm control panel. 

 

Exceptions: 

1. Automatic sprinkler system zones shall not exceed 

the area permitted by NFPA 13 

2. Addressable systems. 

 

67. The amendment of 907.6.4.2, entitled High-rise buildings, to read as 

follows: 

 

 907.6.4.2 High-rise buildings.  In buildings that have floors located more 

than 75 feet (16 764 mm) above the lowest level of fire department vehicle 

access, a separate zone by floor shall be provided for all of the following 

types of alarm-initiating devices where provided: 

1. Smoke detectors. 

2. Sprinkler water-flow. 

3. Manual fire alarm boxes. 

4. Other approved types of automatic fire detection devices or 

suppression systems. 

 

Exception:  Addressable systems. 

 

68. The amendment of Section 907.6.6, entitled Monitoring, to read as 

follows: 

 

907.6.6 Monitoring.  Where required by this chapter, an approved UL 

listed central station, with a dual path communicator, in accordance with 

NFPA 72 shall monitor fire alarm systems. 

 

Exception:  Supervisory service is not required for 

automatic sprinkler systems in one- and two-family 

dwellings. 
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69. The amendment of Section 907.6.6, entitled Monitoring, by adding 

Section 907.6.6.3 to read as follows: 

 

 907.6.6.3 Local alarm system.  When an automatic fire alarm system is 

not monitored by an approved central station alarm company, an external 

weatherproof, audible/visual alarm sounding device shall be provided in 

an approved location with an approved sign, with a minimum of four-inch 

(4”) letters, reading “WHEN ALARM SOUNDS, CALL FIRE 

DEPARTMENT” adjacent to the alarm-sounding device. 

 

 An approved permanent sign reading “LOCAL ALARM ONLY – CALL 

FIRE DEPARTMENT” shall be provided on or adjacent to the fire alarm 

control panel and all manual fire alarm pull stations. 

 

70.  The amendment of Section 909, entitled SMOKE CONTROL 

SYSTEMS, by adding a new Section 909.22, entitled Stairway or ramp 

pressurization alternative, and subsections, to read as follows: 

 

909.22 Stairway or ramp pressurization alternative.  Where the 

building is equipped throughout with an automatic sprinkler system in 

accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 and the stair pressurization alternative 

is chosen for compliance with Building Code requirements for a 

smokeproof enclosure, interior exit stairways or ramps shall be pressurized 

to a minimum of 0.10 inches of water (25 Pa) and a maximum of 0.35 

inches of water (87 Pa) in the shaft relative to the building measured with 

all interior exit stairway and ramp doors closed under maximum 

anticipated conditions of stack effect and wind effect.  Such systems shall 

comply with Section 909, including the installation of a separate fire-

fighter’s smoke control panel as per Section 909.16, and a Smoke Control 

Permit shall be required from the Fire Department as per Section 105.7. 

 

909.22.1 Ventilating equipment.  The activation of ventilating equipment 

for the stair or ramp pressurization system shall be by smoke detectors 

installed at each floor level at an approved location at the entrance to the 

smokeproof enclosure.  When the closing device for the stairway or ramp 

shaft and vestibule doors is activated by smoke detection or power failure, 

mechanical equipment shall activate and operate at the required 

performance levels.  Smoke detectors shall be installed in accordance with 

Section 907.3. 
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909.22.1.1 Ventilation systems.  Smokeproof enclosure ventilation 

systems shall be independent of other building ventilation systems.  The 

equipment, control wiring, power wiring and ductwork shall comply with 

one of the following: 

 

1.   Equipment, control wiring, power wiring and ductwork shall be 

located exterior to the building and directly connected to the 

smokeproof enclosure or connected to the smokeproof enclosure 

by ductwork enclosed by not less than 2-hour fire barriers 

constructed in accordance with Section 707 of the Building Code 

or horizontal assemblies constructed in accordance with Section 

711 of the Building Code, or both. 

2.   Equipment, control wiring, power wiring and ductwork shall be 

located within the smokeproof enclosure with intake or exhaust 

directly from and to the outside or through ductwork enclosed by 

not less than 2-hour barriers constructed in accordance with 

Section 707 of the Building Code or horizontal assemblies 

constructed in accordance with Section 711 of the Building Code, 

or both. 

3.   Equipment, control wiring, power wiring and ductwork shall be 

located within the building if separated from the remainder of the 

building, including other mechanical equipment, by not less than 2-

hour fire barriers constructed in accordance with Section 707 of the 

Building Code or horizontal assemblies constructed in accordance 

with Section 711 of the Building Code, or both. 

 

Exceptions: 

1.  Control wiring and power wiring utilizing a 2-hour rated 

cable or cable system. 

2.  Where encased with not less than 2 inches (51 mm) of 

concrete. 

3.  Control wiring and power wiring protected by a listed 

electrical circuit protective system with a fire-resistance 

rating of not less than 2 hours. 

 

909.22.1.2 Standby power.  Mechanical vestibule and stairway and ramp 

shaft ventilation systems and automatic fire detection systems shall be 

provided with standby power in accordance with Section 2702 of the 

Building Code. 
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909.22.1.3 Acceptance and testing.  Before the mechanical equipment is 

approved, the system shall be tested in the presence of the fire code 

official to confirm that the system is operating in compliance with these 

requirements. 

 

71.  The amendment of Section 910.2, entitled Where required, by changing 

Exceptions 2 and 3 to read as follows:  

 

2. Only manual smoke and heat removal shall be required in 

areas of buildings equipped with early suppression fast-

response (ESFR) sprinklers.  Automatic smoke and heat 

removal is prohibited. 

3. Only manual smoke and heat removal shall not be required 

in areas of buildings equipped with control mode special 

application sprinklers with a response time index of 

50(m*S)1/2 or less that are listed to control a fire in stored 

commodities with 12 or fewer sprinklers.  Automatic 

smoke and heat removal is prohibited. 

 

72.  The amendment of Section 910.2, entitled Where required, by adding 

Section 910.2.3, entitled Group H, with exceptions to read as follows: 

 

910.2.3 Group H.  Buildings and portions thereof used as a Group H 

occupancy as follows: 

  

1.   In occupancies classified as Group H-2 or H-3, any of 

which are more than 15,000 square feet (1394 m2) in single 

floor area. 

 

Exception: Buildings of noncombustible construction 

containing only noncombustible materials. 

 

2.   In areas of buildings in Group H used for storing Class 2, 3, 

and 4 liquid and solid oxidizers, Class 1 and unclassified 

detonable organic peroxides, Class 3 and 4 unstable 

(reactive) materials, or Class 2 or 3 water-reactive materials 

as required for a high-hazard commodity classification.  

 

Exception: Buildings of noncombustible construction 

containing only noncombustible materials. 
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73.  The amendment of Section 910.3, entitled Smoke and heat vent 

locations, by adding section 910.3.4, entitled Vent operation, to read as 

follows: 

 

910.3.4 Vent operation.  Smoke and heat vents shall be capable of being 

operated by approved automatic and manual means.  Automatic operation 

of smoke and heat vents shall conform to the provisions of Sections 

910.3.2.1 through 910.3.2.3. 

 

910.3.4.1 Sprinklered buildings.  Where installed in buildings equipped 

with an approved automatic sprinkler system, smoke and heat vents shall 

be designed to operate automatically. 

  

The automatic operating mechanism of the smoke and heat vents shall 

operate at a temperature rating at least 100 degrees F (approximately 38 

degrees Celsius) greater than the temperature rating of the sprinklers 

installed. 

 

Exception: Manual only system per Section 910.2. 

 

910.3.4.2 Nonsprinklered buildings.  Where installed in buildings not 

equipped with an approved automatic sprinkler system, smoke and heat 

vents shall operate automatically by actuation of a heat-responsive device 

rated at between 100°F (56°C) and 220°F (122°C) above ambient. 

 

Exception: Listed gravity-operated drop out vents. 

 

74.  The amendment of Section 910.4.3.1, entitled Makeup air, to read as 

follows: 

 

910.4.3.1 Makeup air.  Makeup air openings shall be provided within 6 

feet (1829 mm) of the floor level.  Operation of makeup air openings shall 

be automatic.  The minimum gross area of makeup air inlets shall be 8 

square feet per 1,000 cubic feet per minute (0.74 m2 per 0.4719 m3/s) of 

smoke exhaust. 

 

75.  The amendment of Section 910.4.4, entitled Activation, to read as 

follows: 

 

910.4.4 Activation.  The mechanical smoke removal system shall be 

activated automatically by the automatic sprinkler system or by an 
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approved fire detection system.  Individual manual controls shall also be 

provided. 

 

Exception:  Manual only systems per Section 910.2. 

 

76.  The amendment of Section 912.2, entitled Location, by adding Section 

912.2.3, entitled Hydrant distance, to read as follows: 

 

912.2.3 Hydrant distance.  An approved fire hydrant shall be located 

within 100 feet of the fire department connection as the fire hose lays 

along an unobstructed path.  

 

77.  The amendment of Section 913.2.1, Protection of fire pump rooms, by 

adding a second paragraph and exception to read as follows: 

 

When located on the ground level at an exterior wall, the fire pump room 

shall be provided with an exterior fire department access door that is not 

less than 3 ft. in width and 6 ft. – 8 in. in height, regardless of any interior 

doors that are provided.  A key box shall be provided at this door, as 

required by Section 506.1. 

 

Exception:  When it is necessary to locate the fire pump room on 

other levels or not at an exterior wall, the corridor leading to the 

fire pump room access from the exterior of the building shall be 

provided with equivalent fire resistance as that required for the 

pump room, or as approved by the fire code official.  Access keys 

shall be provided in the key box as required by Section 506.1. 

 

78.  The amendment of Section 1006.2.2, entitled Egress based on use, by 

adding a new Section 1006.2.2.6, entitled Electrical Rooms, to read as 

follows: 

 

1006.2.2.6 Electrical Rooms.  For electrical rooms, special exiting 

requirements may apply.  Reference the electrical code as adopted. 

 

79. The amendment of Section 1009.1, entitled Accessible means of egress 

required, by adding Exception 4: 

 

4. Buildings regulated under State Law and built in 

accordance with State registered plans, including any 
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variances or waivers granted by the State, shall be deemed 

to be in compliance with the requirements of Section 1009. 

 

80. The amendment of Section 1010.1.9.4, entitled Bolt Locks, by changing 

Exceptions 3 and 4 to read as follows: 

 

3. Where a pair of doors serves an occupant load of less than 

50 persons in a Group B, F, M or S occupancy, manually 

operated edge- or surface- mounted bolts are permitted on 

the inactive leaf.  The inactive leaf shall not contain 

doorknobs, panic bars or similar operating hardware. 

4. Where a pair of doors serves a Group A, B, F, M or S 

occupancy, manually operated edge- or surface- mounted 

bolts are permitted on the inactive leaf provided such 

inactive leaf is not needed to meet egress capacity 

requirements and the building is equipped throughout with 

an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section 

903.3.1.1.  The inactive leaf shall not contain doorknobs, 

panic bars or similar operating hardware. 

 

81. The amendment of Section 1010.1.9.7, entitled Delayed egress locks, by 

amending the first paragraph to read as follows: 

 

1010.1.9.7 Delayed egress locks.  A permit from the Fire Department is 

required prior to the installation of any delayed egress locks or other 

special locking systems.  Approved, listed, delayed egress locks shall be 

permitted to be installed on doors serving any occupancy except Group A, 

E and H occupancies in buildings which are equipped throughout with an 

automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 and an 

approved automatic smoke or heat detection system installed in 

accordance with Section 907, provided that the doors unlock in accordance 

with Items 1 through 8 below.  A building occupant shall not be required 

to pass through more than one door equipped with a delayed egress lock 

before entering an exit. 

 

{Items 1-8 remain unchanged} 

 

82. The amendment of Section 1010.1.9.9., entitled Electromagnetically 

locked egress doors, by amending the first paragraph to read as follows: 
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1010.1.9.9 Electromagnetically locked egress doors.  Doors in the 

means of egress that are not otherwise required to have panic hardware in 

buildings with an occupancy in Group A, B, E, I-1, I-2, M, R-1 or R-2 and 

doors to tenant spaces in Group A, B, E, I-1, I-2, M, R-1 or R-2 shall be 

permitted to be electromagnetically locked if equipped with listed 

hardware that incorporates a built-in switch and meet the requirements 

below:  

 

{Items 1-6 remain unchanged} 

 

83. The amendment of Section 1010.1.9.11, entitled Stairway Doors, by 

adding Exception 6 to read as follows: 

 

6. In stairways serving more than four stories, doors can be 

locked from stairway side, if lock is connected to fire alarm 

system and key to the door is provided in a Knox Box.  

Activation of fire alarm system must release locks on all 

stairway doors.  

 

84. The amendment of Section 1013.5, entitled Internally illuminated exit 

signs, to read as follows: 

 

1013.5 Internally illuminated exit signs.  Electrically powered and self-

luminous exit signs shall be listed and labeled in accordance with UL 294 

and shall be installed in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions 

and Chapter 27.  Exit signs shall be illuminated at all times.  

Photoluminescent exit signs are prohibited.  

 

85. The addition of Section 1016.3, entitled Electrical room means of egress, 

to read as follows: 

 

1016.3 Electrical room means of egress.  For electrical rooms containing 

equipment over 600 volts, see electrical code, NFPA 70, Article 110, 

generally. 

 

86. The addition of Section 1017.4, entitled Roof vent increase, to read as 

follows: 

 

1017.4.  Roof vent increase.  In buildings that are one story in height, 

equipped with automatic heat and smoke roof vents complying with 

Section 910 and equipped throughout with an automatic sprinkler system 



CONSTRUCTION 

1.04 

ARTICLE I - 33 

(Amend Ord 18-017, 4/10/18) 

in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1, the maximum exit access travel 

distance shall be 400 feet for occupancies in Group F-1 or S-1. 

 

87. The amendment of Section 1020.1, entitled Construction, to add an 

Exception 6 to read as follows:  

   

6. In group B occupancies, corridor walls and ceilings need 

not be of fire-resistive construction within a single tenant 

space when the space is equipped with approved automatic 

smoke-detection within the corridor.  The actuation of any 

detector shall activate self-annunciating alarms audible in 

all areas within the corridor.  Smoke detectors shall be 

connected to an approved automatic fire alarm system 

where such system is provided. 

 

88.  The amendment of Section 1029.1.1.1, entitled Spaces under 

grandstands and bleachers, by deleting it in its entirety. 

 

89. The amendment of Section 1101.1, entitled Scope, by adding an Exception 

to read as follows: 

 

Exception: Components of projects regulated by and registered 

with Architectural Barriers Division of Texas Department of 

Licensing and Regulation shall be deemed to be in compliance 

with the requirements of this chapter. 

 

90.  The amendment of Section 1203.1, entitled General, to read as follows: 

 

 1203.1 General.  Buildings shall be provided with natural ventilation in 

accordance with Section 1203.4, or mechanical ventilation in accordance 

with the International Mechanical Code. 

 

Where air infiltration rate in a dwelling unit is 5 air changes or less per 

hour when tested with a blower door at a pressure 0.2-inch w.c. (50 Pa) in 

accordance with Section 402.4.1.2 of the International Energy 

Conservation Code, the dwelling unit shall be ventilated by mechanical 

means in accordance with Section 403 of the International Mechanical 

Code. 

 

91. The amendment of Table 1505.1, entitled MINIMUM ROOF 

COVERING CLASSIFICATION FOR TYPES OF 
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CONSTRUCTION, by deleting footnote c and replacing footnote b with 

the following: 

 

b.  Non-classified roof coverings shall be permitted on buildings of U 

occupancies having not more than 120 sq. ft. of protected roof area.  

When exceeding 120 sq. ft. of protected roof area, buildings of U 

occupancies may use non-rated non-combustible roof coverings. 

 

92. The amendment of Section 1505.7, entitled Special purpose roofs, by 

deleting it in its entirety. 

 

93. The amendment of Section 1511.1, entitled General, by amending the first 

paragraph to read as follows: 

 

1511.1 General.  Materials and methods of applications used for 

recovering or replacing an existing roof covering shall comply with the 

requirements of Chapter 15.  All individual replacement shingles or shakes 

shall be in compliance with the rating required by Table 1505.1. 

 

94. The amendment of Section 1612.3, entitled Establishment of flood 

hazard areas, to read as follows: 

 

1612.3 Establishment of flood hazard areas.  To establish flood hazard 

areas, the applicable governing authority shall adopt a flood hazard map 

and supporting data.  The flood hazard map shall include, at a minimum, 

areas of special flood hazard as identified by the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency in an engineering report entitled “The Flood 

Insurance Study for Tarrant County, Texas,” dated September 25, 2009, as 

amended or revised with the accompanying Flood Insurance Rate Map 

(FIRM) and Flood Boundary and Floodway Map (FBFM) and related 

supporting data along with any revisions thereto.  The adopted flood 

hazard map and supporting data are hereby adopted by reference and 

declared to be part of this section. 

 

95. The amendment of Section 1612.3.2, entitled Determination of impacts, 

to read as follows: 

 

1612.3.2 Determination of impacts.  In flood hazard areas where design 

flood elevations are specified, the applicant shall provide an engineering 

analysis developed by a licensed professional engineer that demonstrates 

that the proposed work will not increase the design flood elevation or 
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reduce conveyance at any point within the jurisdiction in accordance with 

the provisions of the Design Criteria Manual and the Flood Damage 

Prevention Chapter of the Arlington City Code. 

 

96. The amendment of Section 1612.4, entitled Design and construction, to 

read as follows: 

 

 1612.4 Design and construction.  The design and construction of 

buildings and structures located in flood hazard areas, including flood 

hazard areas subject to high-velocity wave action, shall be in accordance 

with Chapter 5 of ASCE 7 and with ASCE 24 and provisions of the City 

of Arlington’s Flood Damage Chapter. 

 

97. The amendment of Section 1612.5, entitled Flood hazard 

documentation, to read as follows: 

 

1612.5 Flood hazard documentation.  The flood hazard documentation 

as identified in the City of Arlington’s Flood Damage Chapter shall be 

prepared and sealed by a professional engineer and submitted to the 

building official. 

 

98. The amendment of Section 1704.2, entitled Special inspections and tests, 

is amended to read as follows: 

 

1704.2 Special inspections and tests.  Where application is made to the 

Building Official for construction as specified in Section 105, the owner or 

the owner’s authorized agent, or the registered design professional in 

responsible charge, other than the contractor, shall employ one or more 

approved agencies to provide special inspections and tests during 

construction on the types of work listed under Section 1705 and identify 

the approved agencies to the Building Official.  The special inspector shall 

not be employed by the contractor.  These special inspections and tests are 

in addition to the inspections identified by the Building Official that are 

identified in Section 110.  

 

99. The amendment of Section 1704.2.1, entitled Special inspector 

qualifications, is amended to read as follows: 

 

1704.2.1 Special inspector qualifications.  Prior to the start of 

construction and or upon request, the approved agencies shall provide 

written documentation to the registered design professional in responsible 
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charge and the building official demonstrating the competence and 

relevant experience or training of the special inspectors who will perform 

the special inspections and tests during construction.  Experience or 

training shall be considered relevant where the documented experience or 

training is related to the same type of special inspection or testing 

activities for projects of similar complexity and material qualities.  These 

qualifications are in addition to qualifications specified in other sections of 

this code. 

 

The registered design professional in responsible charge and engineers of 

record involved in the design of the project are permitted to act as the 

approved agency and their personnel are permitted to act as special 

inspectors for the work designed by them, provided they qualify as special 

inspectors. 

 

100. The amendment of Section 1704.2.4, entitled Report requirement, is 

amended to read as follows: 

 

1704.2.4 Report requirement.  Approved agencies shall keep records of 

special inspections and tests.  The approved agency shall submit reports of 

special inspections and tests to the Building Official upon request, and to 

the registered design professional in responsible charge.  Individual 

inspection reports [Reports] shall indicate that work inspected or tested 

was or was not completed in conformance to approved construction 

documents.  Discrepancies shall be brought to the immediate attention of 

the contractor for correction.  If they are not corrected, the discrepancies 

shall be brought to the attention of the building official and the registered 

design professional in responsible charge prior to the completion of that 

phase of the work.  A final report documenting required special 

inspections and tests, and the correction of any discrepancies noted in the 

inspections or tests, shall be submitted at a point in time agreed upon prior 

to the start of work by the owner or the owner’s authorized agent to the 

building official. 

 

101. The amendment of Section 1704.2.5.2, entitled Fabricator approval, to 

read as follows: 

 

1704.2.5.1 Fabricator approval.  Special inspections during fabrications 

required by Section 1704 are not required where the work is done on the 

premises of a fabricator registered and approved to perform such work 

without special inspection.  Approval shall be based upon review of the 
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fabricator's written procedural and quality control manuals and periodic 

auditing of fabrication practices by an approved agency, or a fabricator that 

is enrolled in a nationally accepted inspections program.  At completion of 

fabrication, the acceptable or approved fabricator shall submit a certificate 

of compliance to the owner or the owner’s authorized agent or the 

registered design professional in responsible charge, stating that the work 

was performed in accordance with the approved construction documents.  

The certificate of compliance shall also be made available to the Building 

Official upon request. 

 

102. The amendment of Section 1807.2, entitled Retaining walls, to read as 

follows: 

 

1807.2 Retaining walls.  Retaining walls exceeding four feet (4′) in 

developed height (the height from the base of the foundation to the top of 

the wall) at any point shall be designed by a professional engineer.  A wall 

built in tiers shall be considered a single wall in developed height when 

the base of the upper tier is set back from the base of the lower tier less 

than one and one-half (1½) times the developed height of the wall section 

below.  Walls supporting an imposed load such as a building, driveway or 

other permanent construction closer to the wall than one and one-half (1½) 

times the developed height of the wall shall be designed by a professional 

engineer. 

 

When required to be designed by an engineer the design shall be in 

accordance with Sections 1807.2.1 through 1807.2.3. 

 

103. The amendment of Section 2503.1, entitled Inspection, to read as follows: 

 

 2503.1 Inspection.  Gypsum in fire-resistive construction and lath shall be 

inspected. 

 

104. The amendment of Section 2901.1, entitled Scope, to add a paragraph to 

read as follows:  

 

The provisions of this Chapter are meant to work in coordination with the 

provisions of Chapter 4 of the International Plumbing Code.  Should any 

conflicts arise between the two chapters, the Building Official shall 

determine which provision applies. 
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105. The amendment of Section 2902.1, entitled Minimum number of 

fixtures, to read as follows: 

 

2902.1 Minimum number of fixtures.  Plumbing fixtures shall be 

provided for the type of occupancy and in the minimum number shown in 

Table 2902.1.  Types of occupancies not shown in Table 2902.1 shall be 

considered individually by the building official.  The number of occupants 

shall be determined by this code unless sufficient data is approved by the 

building official for a different number of occupants.  Occupancy 

classification shall be determined in accordance with Chapter 3. 

 

106. The addition of Section 2902.1.3, entitled Additional fixtures for food 

preparation facilities, to read as follows: 

 

2902.1.3 Additional fixtures for food preparation facilities.  In addition 

to the fixtures required in this Chapter, all food service facilities shall be 

provided with additional fixtures set out in this section. 

 

2902.1.3.1 Hand washing lavatory.  At least one hand washing lavatory 

shall be provided for use by employees that is accessible from food 

preparation, food dispensing and ware washing areas.  Additional hand 

washing lavatories may be required based on convenience of use by 

employees.   

 

2902.1.3.2 Service sink.  In new or remodeled food service 

establishments, at least one service sink or one floor sink shall be provided 

so that it is conveniently located for the cleaning of mops or similar wet 

floor cleaning tools and for the disposal of mop water and similar liquid 

waste.  The location of the service sink(s) and/or mop sink(s) shall be 

approved by the City of Arlington health department. 

 

107. The amendment of Table 2902.1, entitled MINIMUM NUMBER OF 

REQUIRED PLUMBING FIXTURES, to add footnote “f”, “g”, and “h” 

to read as follows: 

 

f. The minimum number of drinking fountains shall comply with 

Table 2902.1 and Chapter 11.  Drinking fountains shall not be 

installed in toilet rooms.  

 

g. Drinking fountains are not required for an occupant load 30 or less 

and for dining and/or drinking establishments. 
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h. Where urinals are provided, urinals shall not be substituted for 

more than 67% of the required water closets in assembly and 

educational occupancies.  Urinals shall not be substituted for more 

than 50% of the required water closets in all other occupancies.  

 

108. The amendment of Section 2902.2, entitled Separate facilities, to add 

Exceptions 4 and 5 to read as follows: 

 

4. Separate facilities shall not be required in business 

occupancies in which the maximum occupant load is 50 or 

less. 

5. Separate facilities shall not be required in medical offices 

classified as business occupancies.   

 

109. The amendment of Section 3002.1, entitled Hoistway enclosure 

protection, to add Exceptions to read as follows: 

 

Exceptions: 

1.  Elevators wholly located within atriums complying with 

Section 404 shall not require hoistway enclosure protection. 

2.  Elevators in open or enclosed parking garages that serve 

only the parking garage, and complying with Sections 406.5 

and 406.6, respectively, shall not require hoistway 

enclosure protection. 

 

110. The amendment of Section 3005.4, entitled Machine rooms, control 

rooms, machinery spaces and control spaces, to read as follows: 

 

Section 3005.4 Machine rooms, control rooms, machinery spaces and 

control spaces.  Elevator machine rooms, control rooms, control spaces 

and machinery spaces shall be enclosed with fire barriers constructed in 

accordance with Section 707 or horizontal assemblies constructed in 

accordance with Section 711, or both. 

 

111. The amendment of Section 3005, entitled MACHINE ROOMS, to add 

Section 3005.7, et seq., to read as follows: 

 

3005.7 Fire Protection in Machine rooms, control rooms, machinery 

spaces and control spaces. 
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3005.7.1 Automatic sprinkler system.  The building shall be equipped 

throughout with an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section 

903.3.1.1, except as otherwise permitted by Section 903.3.1.1.1 and as 

prohibited by Section 3005.7.2.1. 

 

3005.7.2.1 Prohibited locations.  Automatic sprinklers shall not be 

installed in machine rooms, elevator machinery spaces, control rooms, 

control spaces and elevator hoist-ways. 

 

3005.7.2.2 Sprinkler system monitoring.  The sprinkler system shall 

have a sprinkler control valve supervisory switch and water-flow initiating 

device provided for each floor that is monitored by the building’s fire 

alarm system. 

 

3005.7.3 Water protection.  An approved method to prevent water from 

infiltrating into the hoistway enclosure from the operation of the automatic 

sprinkler system outside the elevator lobby shall be provided. 

 

3005.7.4 Shunt trip.  Means for elevator shutdown in accordance with 

Section 3005.5 shall not be installed. 

 

112. The amendment of Section 3005, entitled MACHINE ROOMS, to add 

Section 3005.8 to read as follows: 

 

3005.8 Storage.  Storage shall not be allowed within the elevator machine 

room, control room, machinery spaces and or control spaces.  Provide 

approved signage at each entry to the above listed locations stating: “No 

Storage Allowed.” 

 

113. The amendment of Section 3006.2, entitled Hoistway opening protection 

required, to add Item 5 to read as follows: 

 

5.  The building is a high rise and the elevator hoistway is more than 

75 feet (22 860 mm) in height.  The height of the hoistway shall be 

measured from the lowest floor at or above grade to the highest 

floors served by the hoistway.  

 

114. The amendment of Section 3109, entitled SWIMMING POOLS, SPAS 

AND HOT TUBS, by replacing said section to read as follows: 
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SECTION 3109 

SWIMMING POOL ENCLOSURES AND SAFETY DEVICES 

 

3109.1 General.  Swimming pools shall comply with the requirements of 

this section and other applicable sections of this code. 

 

3109.2 Definition.  The following word and term shall, for the purposes of 

this section and as used elsewhere in this code, have the meaning shown 

herein. 

 

SWIMMING POOLS.  Any structure intended for swimming, 

recreational bathing or wading that contains water over 24 inches (610 

mm) deep.  This includes in-ground, above-ground and on-ground pools; 

hot tubs; spas and fixed-in-place wading pools. 

   

3109.3 Public Swimming Pools.  Public swimming pools (pools not 

accessory to a 1- or 2-family dwelling) shall be completely enclosed by a 

fence that complies with the Health and Sanitation Chapter, Article VII, 

Public Swimming Pool, Section 7.01.  Driveway access gates across a 

paved or improved surface intended for regular vehicle access shall not be 

located in a swimming pool barrier. 

 

 3109.4 Residential Swimming Pools.  See Section 1.04(D) of the 

“Construction” Chapter of the Arlington City Code. 

 

 3109.5 Entrapment Avoidance.  Suction outlets shall be designed and 

installed in accordance with ANSI/APSP-7. 

 

D. The amendment of the following I.R.C. provisions: 

 

1. The amendment of Section 101.1, entitled Title, to read as follows: 

 

  101.1 Title.  These provisions shall be known as the Residential Code for 

One- and Two-family Dwellings of the City of Arlington, Texas, and shall 

be cited as such and will be referred to herein as “this code.”   

 

2. The amendment of Section 102.4, entitled Referenced codes and 

standards, to read as follows: 

 

102.4 Referenced codes and standards.  The codes, when specifically 

adopted, and standards referenced in this code shall be considered part of 
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the requirements of this code to the prescribed extent of each such 

reference.  Whenever amendments have been adopted to the referenced 

codes and standards, each reference to said code and standards shall be 

considered to reference the amendments as well.  Any reference made to 

NFPA 70, or ICC Electrical Code shall mean the Electrical Code as 

adopted. 

 

Where differences occur between provisions of this code and referenced 

codes and standards, the provisions of this code shall apply. 

 

Exception:  Where enforcement of a code provision would violate 

the conditions of the listing of the equipment or appliance, the 

conditions of the listing and manufacturer's instructions shall 

apply.  

 

3. The amendment of Section 104.10.1, entitled Flood hazard areas, by 

deleting said section in its entirety. 

 

4. The amendment of Section 105.3.1.1, entitled Determination of 

substantially improved or substantially damaged existing buildings in 

flood hazard areas, by deleting said section in its entirety. 

 

5. The amendment of Section 106.1.4, entitled Information for 

construction in flood hazard areas, by deleting said section in its 

entirety. 

 

6. The amendment of Section 110, entitled CERTIFICATE OF 

OCCUPANCY, by deleting said section in its entirety. 

 

7. The amendment of Section R114, entitled STOP WORK ORDER, to 

read as follows: 

 

SECTION 114 

STOP WORK ORDER 

 

114.1 Stop Work Order.  Whenever any work is being done contrary to 

the provisions of this Code, the Building Official may order the work 

stopped by notice in writing served on any persons engaged in the doing or 

causing such work to be done.  Any such person shall forthwith stop such 

work until: 
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a. He or she is authorized by the Building Official to proceed with the 

work; or 

 

b. An appeal perfected pursuant to Section 2.06 of Article II has 

resulted in a waiver of the condition causing the stop order, or a 

finding that there is no cause for a stop order. 

 

Failure to stop such work, in addition to penalties and remedies elsewhere 

set forth, shall void any appeal. 

 

8. The amendment of Section 202, entitled Definitions, to revise the 

definition of Townhouse and add the definitions of Glazing Area, 

Reclaimed Water, and Shall to read as follows: 

 

GLAZING AREA.  Total area of the glazed fenestration measured using 

the rough opening and including sash, curbing or other framing elements 

that enclose conditioned space.  Glazing area includes the area of glazed 

fenestration assemblies in walls bounding conditioned basements.  For 

doors where the daylight opening area is less than 50 percent of the door 

area, the glazing area is the daylight opening area.  For all other doors, the 

glazing area is the rough opening area for the door including the door and 

the frame. 

 

RECLAIMED WATER or “Recycled Water” means domestic or 

municipal wastewater which has been treated to a quality suitable for 

beneficial use.  Reclaimed or recycled water is non-potable water. 

 

SHALL, as it applies to an act or duty to be performed by the Building 

Official pursuant to any section of this Building Code, is discretionary.  Its 

use in all other applications in this Code shall be mandatory. 

 

TOWNHOUSE.  A single-family dwelling unit constructed in a group of 

attached units separated by property lines in which each unit extends from 

foundation to roof and with yard or public way on at least two sides. 

 

9. The amendment of Table 301.2(1), entitled CLIMATIC AND 

GEOGRAPHIC DESIGN CRITERIA, to fill in as follows: 
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10. The amendment of Section 301.2.4, Floodplain construction, to read as 

follows: 

 

301.2.4 Construction in flood hazard areas.  Permits for the 

construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition or other 

improvements shall be performed in accordance with the provisions of 

SECTION 1612 FLOOD LOADS of the International Building Code, as 

amended. 

 

11. The amendment of Section 302.1, entitled Exterior walls, by adding 

Exception 6, to read as follows: 

 

6. Open metal carport structures may be constructed within 

zero (0) feet of the property line without fire-resistive or 

opening projection when the location of such is approved as 

required by other City ordinances. 

 

11.5 The amendment of Section R302.2, entitled Townhouses, by adding Item 

3 to read as follows: 

 



CONSTRUCTION 

1.04 

ARTICLE I - 45 

(Amend Ord 18-017, 4/10/18) 

3. The common wall shall be not less than two 1-hour fire-

resistance-rated wall assemblies tested in accordance with 

ASTM E 119 or UL 263.  Plumbing and mechanical 

equipment shall be allowed in such walls adjacent to the 

dwelling unit being served. 

 

12. The amendment of Section 302.3, entitled Two-family dwellings, by 

adding Exception 3 to read as follows: 

 

3. Two-family dwelling units that are also divided by a 

property line through the structure shall be separated as 

required for townhouses. 

 

13. The amendment of Section 302.5.1, entitled Opening protection, to read 

as follows: 

 

302.5.1 Opening protection.  Openings from a private garage directly into 

a room used for sleeping purposes shall not be permitted.  Other openings 

between the garage and residence shall be equipped with solid wood doors 

not less than 13/8 inches (35 mm) in thickness, solid or honeycomb core 

steel doors not less than 13/8 inches (35 mm) thick, or 20-minute fire-

rated doors. 

 

14. The amendment of Section 302.7, entitled Under stair protection, to read 

as follows: 

 

302.7 Under stair protection.  Enclosed accessible space under stairs 

shall have walls, under stair surface and any soffits protected on the 

enclosed side with 5/8-inch (15.8 mm) fire-rated gypsum board or one-

hour fire-resistive construction. 

 

15. The amendment of Section 303.3, entitled Bathrooms, to amend the 

Exception to add the following sentence: 

 

Exhaust air from the space shall be exhausted out to the outdoors 

unless the space contains only a water closet, a lavatory, or water 

closet and a lavatory may be ventilated with an approved 

mechanical recirculating fan or similar device designed to remove 

odors from the air.  

 

16. The amendment of Section 305.1, entitled Minimum height, to add 

Exception 4 to read as follows: 
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4. In one- and two-family dwellings, beams or girders spaced 

not less than 4 feet (1219 mm) on center and projecting not 

more than 6 inches (152 mm) below the required ceiling 

height. 

 

17. The amendment of SECTION 313, entitled AUTOMATIC FIRE 

SPRINKLER SYSTEMS, to read as follows: 

 

SECTION 313 

AUTOMATIC FIRE SPRINKLER SYSTEMS 

 

313.1 Design and installation.  Automatic fire sprinkler systems, when 

installed and/or repaired, shall comply with Section 903.3 of the 2015 

Edition of the International Building Code as adopted. 

 

18. The amendment of Section 315.2.2, entitled Alterations, repairs and 

additions, to amend Exception 2 to read as follows: 

 

2. Installation, alteration or repairs of electrical powered 

plumbing or mechanical systems are exempt from the 

requirements of this section. 

 

19. The amendment of Section 315.5, entitled Power source, to read as 

follows: 

 

315.5 Power source.  Carbon monoxide alarms shall receive their primary 

power from the building wiring when such wiring is served from a 

commercial source, and when primary power is interrupted, shall receive 

power from a battery.  Wiring shall be permanent and without a 

disconnecting switch other than those required for over current protection. 

 

Exception:  Hard-wiring of carbon monoxide alarms in existing 

areas shall not be required where the addition or alterations do not 

result in the removal of interior wall or ceiling finishes exposing 

the structure, unless there is an attic, crawl space or basement 

available which could provide access for hard wiring and 

interconnection without the removal of interior finishes. 

 

20. The amendment of SECTION 322, entitled FLOOD RESISTANT 

CONSTRUCTION, to read as follows: 
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SECTION 322 

FLOOD RESISTANT CONSTRUCTION 

 

322.1 General.  Construction in flood hazard areas.  Permits for the 

construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition or other 

improvements shall be performed in accordance with the provisions of 

SECTION 1612 FLOOD LOADS of the International Building Code, as 

amended. 

 

{The remainder of this Section is deleted in its entirety} 

 

21. The amendment of Section 401.2, entitled Requirements, to amend by 

adding a new paragraph following the existing paragraph to read as 

follows.  

   

Section 401.2. Requirements.  

Foundation construction shall be capable of accommodating all loads in 

accordance with Section 301 and of transmitting the resulting loads to the 

supporting soil.  Fill soils that support footings and foundations shall be 

designed, installed and tested in accordance with accepted engineering 

practice.  Gravel fill used as footings for wood and precast concrete 

foundations shall comply with Section 403.  Every foundation and/or 

footing, or any size addition to an existing post-tension foundation, 

regulated by this code shall be designed and sealed by a Texas-registered 

engineer.  

 

22. The amendment of Section 602.6.1, entitled Drilling and notching of top 

plate, to read as follows: 

 

602.6.1 Drilling and notching of top plate.  When piping or ductwork is 

placed in or partly in an exterior wall or interior load-bearing wall, 

necessitating cutting, drilling or notching of the top plate by more than 50 

percent of its width, a galvanized metal tie not less than 0.054 inch thick 

(1.37 mm) (16 Ga) and 5 inches (127 mm) wide shall be fastened across 

and to the plate at each side of the opening with not less than eight 10d 

(0.148 inch diameter) having a minimum length of 1 ½ inches (38 mm) at 

each side or equivalent.  Fasteners will be offset to prevent splitting of the 

top plate material.  The metal tie must extend a minimum of 6 inches past 

the opening.  See Figure 602.6.1.  
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Exception: When the entire side of the wall with the notch or cut is 

covered by wood structural panel sheathing. 

 

23. The amendment of Figure 602.6.1, entitled TOP PLATE FRAMING TO 

ACCOMMODATE PIPING, to appear as follows:  

 

 
 

24. The amendment of Section 703.8.4.1, entitled Size and spacing, to add a 

second paragraph to read as follows: 

In stud framed exterior walls, all ties shall be anchored to studs as follows: 

1. When studs are 16 in (407 mm) o.c., stud ties shall be spaced no 

further apart than 24 in (737 mm) vertically starting approximately 

12 in (381 mm) from the foundation; or 

2. When studs are 24 in (610 mm) o.c., stud ties shall be spaced no 

further apart than 16 in (483 mm) vertically starting approximately 

8 in (254 mm) from the foundation. 

 

25. The amendment of Section 902.1, entitled Roofing covering materials, to 

read as follows: 

 

 902.1 Roofing covering materials.  Roofs shall be covered with materials 

as set forth in Sections 904 and 905. Class A, B, or C roofing shall be 
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installed. Class A, B, and C roofing required by this section to be listed 

shall be tested in accordance with UL 790 or ASTM E 108. 

 

  Exceptions: 

1. Class A roof assemblies include those with coverings of 

brick, masonry and exposed concrete roof deck. 

2. Class A roof assemblies include ferrous or copper shingles 

or sheets, metal sheets and shingles, clay or concrete roof 

tile, or slate installed on noncombustible decks. 

3. Class A roof assemblies include minimum 16 ounces per 

square foot copper sheets installed over combustible decks. 

4. Class A roof assemblies include slate installed over 

underlayment over combustible decks. 

5. Non-classified roof coverings shall be permitted on one-

story detached accessory structures used as tool and storage 

sheds, playhouses and similar uses, provided the floor area 

does not exceed 200 square feet. 

 

26. The amendment of Chapter 11, entitled Energy Efficiency, by deleting it 

in its entirety and replacing with the following:  

 

 1101.1 Scope.  This chapter regulates the energy efficiency for the design 

and construction of buildings regulated by this code. 

 

 1101.2 Compliance.  Compliance shall be demonstrated by meeting the 

requirements of the residential provisions of 2015 International Energy 

Conservation Code. 

 

27. The amendment of Section 1305.1.3, entitled Appliances in attics, to read 

as follows:  

 

1305.1.3 Appliances in attics.  Attics containing appliances shall be 

provided with an opening and a clear and unobstructed passageway large 

enough to allow removal of the largest appliance, but not less than 30 

inches (762 mm) high and 22 inches (559 mm) wide and not more than 20 

feet (6096 mm) long measured along the centerline of the passageway 

from the opening to the appliance.  The passageway shall have continuous 

solid flooring in accordance with Chapter 5 not less than 24 inches (610 

mm) wide.  A level service space not less than 30 inches (762 mm) deep 

and 30 inches (762 mm) wide shall be present along all sides of the 

appliance where access is required.  The clear access opening dimensions 
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shall be a minimum of 20 inches by 30 inches (508 mm by 762 mm), or 

larger and large enough to allow removal of the largest appliance.  A 

walkway to an appliance shall be rated as a floor as approved by the 

building official.  As a minimum, for access to the attic space, provide one 

of the following: 

 

1. A permanent stair. 

 

2. A pull down stair with a minimum 300 lb (136 kg) capacity. 

 

3. An access door from an upper floor level. 

 

Exceptions: 

1. The passageway and level service space are not required 

where the appliance can be serviced and removed through 

the required opening. 

 

2. Where the passageway is unobstructed and not less than 6 

feet (1829 mm) high and 22 inches (559 mm) wide for its 

entire length, the passageway shall be not more than 50 feet 

(15 250 mm) long. 

 

28. The amendment of Section 1305.1.3.1, entitled Electrical requirements, 

to add a sentence to read as follows: 

 

Low voltage wiring of 50 Volts or less shall be installed in a manner to 

prevent physical damage. 

 

29. The amendment of Section 1305.1.4.3, entitled Electrical requirements, 

to add a sentence to read as follows: 

 

Low voltage wiring of 50 Volts or less shall be installed in a manner to 

prevent physical damage. 

 

30. The amendment of Section 1411.3, entitled Condensate disposal, to read 

as follows: 

 

1411.3 Condensate disposal.  Condensate from all cooling coils and 

evaporators shall be conveyed from the drain pan outlet to a sanitary sewer 

through a trap, by means of a direct or indirect drain.  Such piping shall 
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maintain a minimum horizontal slope in the direction of discharge of not 

less than 1/8 unit vertical in 12 units horizontal (1-percent slope).  

Condensate shall not discharge in a publicly exposed area such as into a 

street, alley, sidewalk or other areas so as to cause a nuisance. 

 

Exceptions: 

1. Condensate may discharge directly to a roof drain that 

connects to an underground storm sewer system, 

  

2. Condensate may discharge directly onto roofs covered with 

membrane type roof coverings where the condensate will 

drain to a roof drain that connects to an underground storm 

sewer system, 

 

3. Condensate may discharge to a landscaped area containing 

flowers and other bedding plants other than turf.  There 

must be five square feet of landscaped area for each ton of 

refrigeration, or 

 

4. Condensate may discharge to a French drain consisting of a 

pit excavated below grade that is not less than 24 inches 

(610 mm) in any dimension.  The pit shall be filled with 

coarse gravel and the drainpipe shall extend into the pit and 

be securely anchored.  A single drain shall not receive the 

condensate discharge of more than 10 tons nominal of 

combined cooling capacity.  The pit shall be covered with 

sod after inspection.  The French drain shall not be located 

so that it will receive direct discharge from a roof or 

downspout. 

 

31. The amendment of Section 1411.3.1, entitled Auxiliary and secondary 

drain systems, by amending Items 3 and 4 to read as follows:  

 

3. An auxiliary drain pan without a separate drain line shall be 

installed under the coils on which condensation will occur.  This 

pan shall be equipped with a water level detection device 

conforming to UL 508 that will shut off the equipment served prior 

to overflow of the pan.  The pan shall be equipped with a fitting to 

allow for drainage.  The auxiliary drain pan shall be constructed in 

accordance with Item 1 of this section.  A water level detection 
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device may be installed only with prior approval of the building 

official. 

 

4. A water level detection device conforming to UL 508 shall be 

installed in the primary drain line, the overflow drain line or the 

equipment-supplied drain pan, located at a point higher than the 

primary drain line connection and below the overflow rim of such 

pan.  A water level detection device may be installed only with 

prior approval of the building official. 

 

32. The amendment of Section 1411.3.1.1, entitled Water-level monitoring 

devices, to read as follows:  

 

1411.3.1.1 Water-level monitoring devices.  On down-flow units and 

other coils that do not have secondary drain or provisions to install a 

secondary or auxiliary drain pan, a water-level monitoring device shall be 

installed inside the primary drain pan.  This device shall shut off the 

equipment served in the event that the primary drain becomes restricted.  

Devices shall not be installed in the drain line.  A water level detection 

device may be installed only with prior approval of the building official. 

 

33. The amendment of Section 1502.4.1, entitled Material and size, to read as 

follows: 

 

1502.4.1 Material and size.  Exhaust ducts shall have a smooth interior 

finish and shall be constructed of metal a minimum 0.016-inch (0.4mm) 

thick.  The exhaust duct size shall be 4 inches (102 mm) nominal in 

diameter.  The size of duct shall not be reduced along its developed length 

or at the point of termination. 

 

34. The amendment of Section 1502.4.5.1, entitled Specified length, to read 

as follows: 

 

1502.4.5.1 Specified length.  The maximum length of the exhaust duct 

shall be 35 feet (10668 mm) from the connection to the transition duct 

from the appliance to the outlet terminal.  Where fittings are used, the 

maximum length of the exhaust duct shall be reduced in accordance with 

Table M1502.4.5.1.  The maximum length of the exhaust duct does not 

include the transition duct.   
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35. The deletion of Section 1502.4.5.2, Manufacturer's instructions, in its 

entirety. 

 

36. The deletion of Section 1502.4.6, Length identification, in its entirety. 

 

37. The amendment to Section 1502.4.7, Exhaust duct required, by deleting 

the Exception. 

 

38. The amendment of Section 1503.4, entitled Makeup air required, to read 

as follows: 

 

1503.4 Makeup air required.  Exhaust hood systems capable of 

exhausting in excess of 400 cubic feet per minute (0.19 m3/s) shall be 

provided with makeup air at a rate approximately equal to the difference 

between the exhaust air rate and 400 cubic feet per minute.  Such makeup 

air systems shall be equipped with a means of closure and shall be 

automatically controlled to start and operate simultaneously with the 

exhaust system.  

 

Exception: Where all appliances in the house are of sealed 

combustion, power-vent, unvented, or electric, the exhaust hood 

system shall be permitted to exhaust up to 600 cubic feet per 

minute (0.28 m3/s) without providing makeup air.  Exhaust hood 

systems capable of exhausting in excess of 600 cubic feet per 

minute (0.28 m3/s) shall be provided with a makeup air at a rate 

approximately equal to the difference between the exhaust air rate 

and 600 cubic feet per minute.  

 

39. The amendment of Section 2005.2, entitled Prohibited locations, to read 

as follows:  

 

2005.2 Prohibited locations.  Fuel-fired water heaters shall not be 

installed in a room used as a storage closet.  Water heaters located in a 

bedroom or bathroom shall be installed in a sealed enclosure so that 

combustion air will not be taken from the living space.  Access to such 

enclosure may be from the bedroom or bathroom when through a solid 

door, weather-stripped in accordance with the exterior door air leakage 

requirements of the International Energy Conservation Code and 

equipped with an approved self-closing device.  Installation of direct-vent 

water heaters within an enclosure is not required 
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40. The deletion of Section 2408.3 (305.5), Private garages, in its entirety. 

 

41. The amendment of Section 2415.2 (404.2), entitled CSST, to add a second 

paragraph to read as follows:  

 

Both ends of each section of medium pressure gas piping shall identify its 

operating gas pressure with an approved tag.  The tags are to be composed 

of aluminum or stainless steel and the following wording shall be stamped 

into the tag: 

 

"WARNING:  1/2 to 5 psi gas pressure - Do Not Remove" 

 

42. The amendment of Section 2415.2 (404.2), entitled CSST, to add an 

Exception to read as follows:  

 

Exception:  Corrugated stainless steel tubing (CSST) shall be a 

minimum of 1/2" (18 EDH). 

 

 43. The addition of Section 2415.7.4 (404.7.4), entitled Additional 

protection of CSST piping, to read as follows: 

 

2415.7.4 (404.7.4) Additional protection of CSST piping.  Where 

Corrugated Stainless Steel Tubing (CSST) piping is installed in exterior 

wall cavities, insulated wall cavities and/or insulated roof/ceiling 

assemblies, the CSST piping must be protected for its entire length with 

flexible metal conduit (per the UL-1 Standard or its equivalent), Schedule 

40 steel pipe, or approved strike plates.  The additional protection must 

extend a minimum of 18 inches (457.2 mm) beyond where the CSST 

piping exits the wall cavities and/or the roof/ceiling assemblies. 

 

44. The addition of Section 2415.12 (404.12), entitled Minimum burial 

depth, to read as follows:  

 

2415.12 (404.12) Minimum burial depth.  Underground piping systems 

shall be installed a minimum depth of 18 inches (457 mm) below grade, 

except as provided for in Section 2415.12.1. 

 

45. The deletion of Section 2415.12.1 (404.12.1), entitled Individual outside 

appliances, in its entirety. 
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46. The amendment of Section 2417.1 (406.1), entitled General, to read as 

follows:  

 

2417.1 (406.1) General.  Prior to acceptance and initial operation, all 

piping installations shall be inspected and pressure tested to determine that 

the materials, design, fabrication, and installation practices comply with 

the requirements of this code.  The permit holder shall make the applicable 

tests prescribed in Sections 2417.1.1 through 2417.1.6 to determine 

compliance with the provisions of this code.  The permit holder shall give 

reasonable advance notice to the building official when the piping system 

is ready for testing.  The equipment, material, power and labor necessary 

for the inspections and test shall be furnished by the permit holder and the 

permit holder shall be responsible for determining that the work will 

withstand the test pressure prescribed in the following tests. 

 

47. The amendment of Section 2417.4, entitled Test pressure measurement, 

to read as follows:  

 

2417.4 (406.4) Test pressure measurement.  Test pressure shall be 

measured with a monometer or with a pressure-measuring device designed 

and calibrated to read, record, or indicate a pressure loss caused by leakage 

during the pressure test period.  The source of pressure shall be isolated 

before the pressure tests are made.   

 

48. The amendment of Section 2417.4.1, entitled Test pressure, to read as 

follows:  

 

2417.4.1 (406.4.1) Test pressure.  The test pressure to be used shall be no 

less than 3-psig (20 kPa gauge), or at the discretion of the Code Official, 

the piping and valves may be tested at a pressure of at least six (6) inches 

(152 mm) of mercury, measured with a manometer or slope gauge, 

irrespective of design pressure.  For tests requiring a pressure of 3-psig, 

diaphragm gauges shall utilize a dial with a minimum diameter of three 

and one-half inches (3 ½”), a set hand, 1/10 pound incrementation and 

pressure range not to exceed 6 psi for tests requiring a pressure of 3-psig.  

For tests requiring a pressure of 10-psig, diaphragm gauges shall utilize a 

dial with a minimum diameter of three and one-half inches (3 ½”), a set 

hand, a minimum of 2/10 pound incrementation and a pressure range not 

to exceed 20 psi.  For welded piping, and for piping carrying gas at 

pressures in excess of fourteen (14) inches water column pressure (3.48 

kPa) (1/2 psi) and less than 200 inches of water column pressure (52.2 
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kPa) (7.5 psi), the test pressure shall not be less than ten (10) pounds per 

square inch (69.6 kPa).  For piping carrying gas at a pressure that exceeds 

200 inches of water column (52.2 kPa) (7.5 psi), the test pressure shall be 

not less than one and one-half times the proposed maximum working 

pressure. 

 

Diaphragm gauges used for testing must display a current calibration and 

be in good working condition.  The appropriate test must be applied to the 

diaphragm gauge used for testing 

 

49. The amendment of Section 2417.4.2, entitled Test duration, to read as 

follows:  

 

2417.4.2 (406.4.2) Test duration.  The test duration shall be held for a 

length of time satisfactory to the Building Official, but in no case be not 

for less than fifteen (15) minutes.  For welded piping, and for piping 

carrying gas at pressures in excess of fourteen (14) inches water column 

pressure (3.48 kPa), the test duration shall be held for a length of time 

satisfactory to the Building Official, but in no case for less than thirty (30) 

minutes.  

 

50. The amendment of Section 2420.1 (406.1), entitled General, by adding a 

new Section 2420.1.4 to read as follows:   

 

2420.1.4 Valves in CSST installations.  Shutoff valves installed with 

corrugated stainless steel (CSST) piping systems shall be supported with 

an approved termination fitting, or equivalent support, suitable for the size 

of the valves, of adequate strength and quality, and located at intervals so 

as to prevent or damp out excessive vibration but in no case greater than 

12-inches from the center of the valve.  Supports shall be installed so as 

not to interfere with the free expansion and contraction of the system's 

piping, fittings, and valves between anchors.  All valves and supports shall 

be designed and installed so they will not be disengaged by movement of 

the supporting piping. 

 

51. The amendment of Section 2420.5.1 (409.5.1), entitled Located within 

the same room, to read as follows:  

 

2420.5.1 (409.5.1) Located within the same room.  The shutoff valve 

shall be located in the same room as the appliance.  The shutoff valve shall 

be within 6 feet (1829 mm) of the appliance, and shall be installed 
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upstream of the union, connector or quick connect device it serves.  Such 

shutoff valves shall be provided with access.  Appliance shutoff valves 

located in the firebox of a fireplace shall be installed in accordance with 

the appliance manufacturer’s instructions.  A secondary shutoff valve must 

be installed within 3 feet (914 mm) of the firebox if the appliance shutoff 

is located in the firebox. 

 

52. The amendment of Section 2421.1 (410.1), entitled Pressure regulators, 

to add a second paragraph and an exception to read as follows: 

 

Access to regulators shall comply with the requirements for access to 

appliances as specified in Section M1305. 

 

Exception:  A passageway or level service space is not required 

when the regulator is capable of being serviced and removed 

through the required attic opening. 

 

53. The amendment of Section 2422.1.2.3 (411.1.3.3), by deleting Exception 1 

and Exception 4. 

 

54. The amendment of Section 2439.7.1 (614.8.1), entitled Material and Size, 

to add a sentence to read as follows: 

 

The size of duct shall not be reduced along its developed length nor at the 

point of termination. 

 

55. The deletion of Section 2439.7.4.2 (614.8.4.2), entitled Manufacturer’s 

instructions, in its entirety. 

 

56. The deletion of Section 2439.7.5 (614.8.5), entitled Length identification, 

in its entirety. 

 

57. The amendment of Section 2439.7.6 (614.8.6), entitled Exhaust duct 

required, by deleting the Exception. 

 

58. The amendment of Section 2445.2 (621.2), entitled Prohibited use, to add 

the following Exception to read as follows:  

 

2445.2 (621.2) Prohibited use.  One or more unvented room heaters shall 

not be used as the sole source of comfort heating in a dwelling unit. 
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Exception: Existing approved unvented room heaters may continue 

to be used in dwelling units, in accordance with the code 

provisions in effect when installed, when approved by the Building 

Official, unless an unsafe condition is determined to exist as 

described in Section 108.7 of the International Fuel Gas Code. 

 

59. The amendment of Section 2448.1.1 (624.1.1), entitled Installation 

requirements, to read as follows:  

 

2448.1.1 (624.1.1) Installation requirements.  The requirements for 

water heaters relative to access, sizing, relief valves, drain pans and scald 

protection shall be in accordance with this code.   

 

60. The amendment of Section 2503.8.2, entitled Testing, to read as follows: 

 

2503.8.2 Testing.  Reduced pressure principle backflow preventers, 

double check valve assemblies, double-detector check valve assemblies 

and pressure vacuum breaker assembles shall be tested at the time of 

installation, immediately after repairs or relocation at regular intervals as 

required by applicable state or local provisions. 

 

61. The amendment of Section 2603.5.1, entitled Sewer depth, to read as 

follows: 

 

2603.5.1 Sewer depth.  Building sewers that connect to private sewage 

disposal systems shall be not less than 12 inches below finished grade at 

the point of septic tank connection.  Building sewers shall be not less than 

12 inches below grade. 

 

62. The amendment of Section 2801.6.1, entitled Pan size and drain, to read 

as follows: 

 

2801.6.1 Pan size and drain.  The pan shall be not less than 11/2 inches 

(38 mm) in depth and shall be of sufficient size and shape to receive all 

dripping or condensate from the tank or water heater.  The pan shall be 

drained by an indirect waste pipe having a diameter of not less than 3/4 

inch (19 mm).  Piping for safety pan drains shall be of those materials 

listed in Table 605.4.  Multiple pan drains may terminate to a single 

discharge piping system when approved by the administrative authority 

and permitted by the manufacturer’s installation instructions and installed 

with those instructions. 
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63. The amendment of Section 2801.7, entitled Water heaters installed in 

garages, to add Exceptions to read as follows:  

 

Exceptions:  

1. Elevation of the ignition source is not required for 

appliances that are listed as flammable vapor ignition-

resistant. 

 

2. Electric water heaters. 

 

64. The amendment of Section 2804.6.1, entitled Requirements for 

discharge piping, to amend the first sentence and items 1 through 5 to 

read as follows: 

 

2804.6.1 Requirements for discharge piping.  The discharge piping 

serving a pressure relief valve, temperature relief valve or combination 

thereof shall: 

 

1. Not be directly connected to the drainage system. 

 

2. Discharge through an air gap. 

 

3. Not be smaller than the diameter of the outlet of the valve served 

and shall discharge full size to the air gap. 

 

4. Serve a single relief device and shall not connect to piping serving 

any other relief device or equipment. 

 

Exception: Multiple relief devices may be installed to a single T & 

P discharge piping system when approved by the administrative 

authority and permitted by the manufacturer’s installation 

instructions and installed with those instructions. 

 

5. Discharge to an indirect waste receptor or to the outdoors.  

 

[remainder unchanged] 

 

65. The amendment of Section 2902.5.3, entitled Lawn irrigation systems, to 

read as follows: 
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2902.5.3 Lawn irrigation systems.  The potable water supply system to 

lawn irrigation systems shall be protected as provided for in the Irrigation 

Chapter. 

 

66. The amendment of Section 2906.2, entitled Lead content, to read as 

follows: 

 

2906.2 Lead content.  Pipe and fittings used in the water-supply system 

shall have a maximum of less than 0.25% lead in accordance with NSF 

372. 

 

66.5. The addition of new Section 2906.6.1, entitled Push type fittings, to read 

as follows: 

 

2906.6.1 Push type fittings.  Push type fittings are prohibited for direct 

burial unless listed for such use.   

 

67. The amendment of Section 3003.9.2, entitled Solvent cementing, by 

deleting the Exception. 

 

68. The deletion of Section 3111, entitled COMBINATION WASTE AND 

VENT, in its entirety.   

 

69. The amendment of Section 3112.2, entitled Installation, to read as 

follows:  

 

3112.2 Installation.  Traps for island sinks and similar equipment shall be 

roughed in above the floor and may be vented by extending the vent as 

high as possible, but not less than the drainboard height and then returning 

it downward and connecting it to the horizontal sink drain immediately 

downstream from the vertical fixture drain.  The return vent shall be 

connected to the horizontal drain through a wye-branch fitting and shall, in 

addition, be provided with a foot vent taken off the vertical fixture vent by 

means of a wye-branch immediately below the floor and extending to the 

nearest partition and then through the roof to the open air or may be 

connected to other vents at a point not less than six (6) inches (152 mm) 

above the flood level rim of the fixtures served.  Drainage fittings shall be 

used on all parts of the vent below the floor level and a minimum slope of 

one-quarter (1/4) inch per foot (20.9 mm/m) back to the drain shall be 

maintained.  The return bend used under the drain-board shall be a one (1) 

piece fitting or an assembly of a forty-five (45) degree (0.79 radius), a 
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ninety (90) degree (1.6 radius) and a forty-five (45) degree (0.79 radius) 

elbow in the order named.  Pipe sizing shall be as elsewhere required in 

this Code.  The island sink drain, upstream of the return vent, shall serve 

no other fixtures.  An accessible cleanout shall be installed in the vertical 

portion of the foot vent. 

 

70. The deletion of Section 3112.3, entitled Vent installation below the 

fixture flood level rim, in its entirety.  

 

71. The amendment of Appendix Q, entitled RESERVED, to read as follows:  

 

APPENDIX Q 

SWIMMING POOLS, SPAS AND HOT TUBS 

 

SECTION Q101 

GENERAL 

 

Q101.1 General.  The provisions of this appendix shall control the design 

and construction of swimming pools, spas and hot tubs installed in or on 

the lot of a one- and two-family dwelling. 

 

SECTION Q102 

PERMITS AND INSPECTIONS 

 

Q 102.1 Permit Required.  A permit shall be required to construct and/or 

erect a swimming pool.  A permit may only be issued to a registrant as set 

out in Article IV of the Construction Chapter. 

 

Q 102.2 Submittal required.  An application for a permit to construct 

and/or erect a swimming pool shall be accompanied by the following: 

 

1. Two (2) site plans indicating the location of the proposed 

swimming pool and the associated swimming pool decks on the lot 

that have been stamped by the electrical service provider, 

2. Lot grading plans, including surface drain inlets and discharges, for 

both before and after construction, 

3. The plans for pool barrier compliance, and 

4. Any additional information that may be required by the Building 

Official. 
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Q 102.3 Inspection required.  After an application for a permit to 

construct and/or erect a swimming pool has been issued in accordance 

with Article IV of the Construction Chapter, the following inspections are 

required as a minimum as applicable: 

 

1. Belly steel inspection, 

2. Electrical bonding inspection, 

2.1. Pool entrapment protection system, 

3. Underground electrical inspection, 

4. Underground plumbing and gas piping inspection, and 

5. Final inspection to include verification of swimming pool barrier 

compliance (prior to plastering the swimming pool). 

 

Q 102.4 Lot grading and surface drainage.  The construction and/or 

erection of a swimming pool may not alter the lot grading or drainage 

patterns intended by the lot’s approved grading plan and/or the 

subdivision’s approved grading and drainage plans.  The point of 

discharge of collected surface drains and rain gutters may not exit onto 

adjacent properties as a concentrated point of discharge. 

 

Q 102.5 It shall be unlawful for the registrant to permit or cause the 

swimming pool to be filled with water before the existence of a lawful 

swimming pool barrier is inspected and approved. 

 

SECTION Q 103 

DEFINITIONS 

 

Q 103.1 General.  For the purposes of these requirements, the terms used 

shall be defined as follows and as set forth in Chapter 2. 

 

ABOVE-GROUND/ON-GROUND POOL.  See “Swimming pool.” 

 

BARRIER.  A fence, wall, building wall or combination thereof which 

completely surrounds the swimming pool and obstructs access to the 

swimming pool. 

 

HOT TUB.  See “Swimming pool.”  

 

IN-GROUND POOL.  See “Swimming pool.” 
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POOL DECK.  A flat walking surface consisting of wood, stone, brick, 

concrete or other similar material located within 5 feet (1524 mm) of the 

water’s edge of a swimming pool.  

 

RESIDENTIAL.  That which is situated on the premises of a detached 

one- or two-family dwelling or a one-family townhouse not more than 

three stories in height. 

 

SELF-CLOSING GATE.  A gate which closes or shuts automatically 

without the aid of human, electrical, solar or battery power after being 

opened. 

 

SELF-CLOSING AND SELF-LATCHING DEVICE.  A device that 

causes a gate to automatically close and latch without human, electrical, 

solar or battery power. 

 

SPA, NONPORTABLE.  See “Swimming pool.” 

 

SPA, PORTABLE.  A nonpermanent structure intended for recreational 

bathing, in which all controls, water-heating and water-circulating 

equipment are an integral part of the product. 

 

SWIMMING POOL.  Any structure intended for swimming or 

recreational bathing that contains water over 24 inches (610 mm) deep.  

This includes in-ground, above-ground and on-ground swimming pools, 

hot tubs and spas. 

 

SWIMMING POOL, INDOOR.  A swimming pool which is totally 

contained within a structure and surrounded on all four sides by walls of 

said structure. 

 

SWIMMING POOL, OUTDOOR.  Any swimming pool which is not an 

indoor pool. 

 

SECTION Q 104 

SWIMMING POOLS 

 

Q 104.1 In-ground pools.  In-ground pools shall be designed and 

constructed in conformance with ANSI/NSPI-5 as listed in Section Q108. 
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Q 104.2 Above-ground and on-ground pools.  Above-ground and on-

ground pools shall be designed and constructed in conformance with 

ANSI/NSPI-4 as listed in Section Q108. 

 

SECTION Q 105 

SPAS AND HOT TUBS 

 

Q 105.1 Permanently installed spas and hot tubs.  Permanently installed 

spas and hot tubs shall be designed and constructed in conformance with 

ANSI/NSPI-3 as listed in Section Q 108. 

 

Q 105.2 Portable spas and hot tubs.  Portable spas and hot tubs shall be 

designed and constructed in conformance with ANSI/NSPI-6 as listed in 

Section Q108. 

 

SECTION Q 106 

BARRIER REQUIREMENTS 

 

Q 106.1 Application.  The provisions of this chapter shall control the 

design of barriers for residential swimming pools, spas and hot tubs.  

These design controls are intended to provide protection against potential 

drownings and near-drownings by restricting access to swimming pools, 

spas and hot tubs. 

 

Q 106.2 Outdoor swimming pool.  An outdoor swimming pool, 

including an in-ground, above-ground or on-ground pool, hot tub or spa 

shall be provided with a barrier which shall comply with the following: 

 

1. The top of the barrier shall be at least 48 inches (1219 mm) above 

grade measured on the side of the barrier which faces away from 

the swimming pool.  The maximum vertical clearance between 

grade and the bottom of the barrier shall be 2 inches (51 mm) 

measured on the side of the barrier which faces away from the 

swimming pool.  Where the top of the pool structure is above 

grade, such as an above-ground pool, the barrier may be at ground 

level, such as the pool structure, or mounted on top of the pool 

structure.  Where the barrier is mounted on top of the pool 

structure, the maximum vertical clearance between the top of the 

pool structure and the bottom of the barrier shall be 4 inches (102 

mm). 
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2. Openings in the barrier shall not allow passage of a 4-inch-

diameter (102 mm) sphere. 

 

3. Solid barriers which do not have openings, such as a masonry or 

stone wall, shall not contain indentations or protrusions except for 

normal construction tolerances and tooled masonry joints. 

 

4. Where the barrier is composed of horizontal and vertical members 

and the distance between the tops of the horizontal members is less 

than 45 inches (1143 mm), the horizontal members shall be located 

on the swimming pool side of the fence.  Spacing between vertical 

members shall not exceed 1.75 inches (44 mm) in width.  Where 

there are decorative cutouts within vertical members, spacing 

within the cutouts shall not exceed 1.75 inches (44 mm) in width. 

 

 Exception:  When the horizontal members are part of a fence that 

is at least 6 feet (1829 mm) in height, the horizontal members need 

not be on the pool side of the barrier. 

 

5. Where the barrier is composed of horizontal and vertical members 

and the distance between the tops of the horizontal members is 45 

inches (1143 mm) or more, spacing between vertical members 

shall not exceed 4 inches (102 mm).  Where there are decorative 

cutouts within vertical members, spacing within the cutouts shall 

not exceed 1.75 inches (44 mm) in width. 

 

6. Maximum mesh size for chain link fences shall be a 1.25-inch (32 

mm) square unless the fence is provided with slats fastened at the 

top or the bottom which reduce the openings to not more than 1.75 

inches (44 mm). 

 

7. Where the barrier is composed of diagonal members, such as a 

lattice fence, the maximum opening formed by the diagonal 

members shall not be more than 1.75 inches (44 mm). 

 

8. Access gates shall comply with the requirements of Section Q 

106.2, Items 1 through 7, and shall be equipped to accommodate a 

locking device.  Pedestrian access gates shall open outward away 

from the pool and shall be self-closing and have a self-latching 

device.  Gates other than pedestrian access gates shall have a self-

latching device.  Where the release mechanism of the self-latching 
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device is located less than 54 inches (1372 mm) from the bottom of 

the gate, the release mechanism and openings shall comply with 

the following: 

 

8.1. The release mechanism shall be located on the pool side of 

the gate at least 3 inches (76 mm) below the top of the gate, 

and 

 

8.2. The gate and barrier shall have no opening greater than 0.5 

inch (12.7 mm) within 18 inches (457 mm) of the release 

mechanism. 

 

8.3. Driveway access gates across a paved or improved surface 

intended for regular vehicle access shall not be located in a 

swimming pool barrier. 

 

9. Where a wall of a dwelling serves as part of the barrier one of the 

following conditions shall be met: 

 

9.1. All doors with direct access to the pool through that wall 

shall be equipped with an alarm which produces an audible 

warning when the door and its screen, if present, are 

opened.  The alarm shall sound continuously for a 

minimum of 30 seconds immediately after the door is 

opened and be capable of being heard throughout the house 

during normal household activities.  The alarm shall 

automatically reset under all conditions.  The alarm system 

shall be equipped with a manual means, such as touchpad 

or switch, to temporarily deactivate the alarm for a single 

opening.  Such deactivation shall last for not more than 15 

seconds.  The deactivation switch(es) shall be located at 

least 54 inches (1372 mm) above the threshold of the door; 

or 

 

9.2. Other means of protection, such as self-closing doors with 

self-latching devices, which are approved by the governing 

body, shall be acceptable so long as the degree of protection 

afforded is not less than the protection afforded by Item 9.1 

described above. 
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10. Where an above-ground pool structure is used as a barrier or where 

the barrier is mounted on top of the pool structure and the means of 

access is a ladder or steps, then: 

 

10.1. The ladder or steps shall be capable of being secured, 

locked or removed to prevent access, or 

 

10.2. The ladder or steps shall be surrounded by a barrier which 

meets the requirements of Section Q 106.2, Items 1 through 

9.  When the ladder or steps are secured, locked or 

removed, any opening created shall not allow the passage 

of a 4-inch-diameter (102 mm) sphere. 

 

Q 106.3 Indoor swimming pool.  All walls surrounding an indoor 

swimming pool shall comply with Section Q 106.2, Item 9. 

 

Q 106.4 Prohibited locations.  Barriers shall be located so as to prohibit 

permanent structures, equipment or similar objects from being used to 

climb the barriers. 

 

Q 106.5 Barrier exceptions.  Spas or hot tubs with a safety cover which 

complies with ASTM F 1346, as listed in Section Q 108, shall be exempt 

from the provisions of this appendix. 

 

SECTION Q 107 

ENTRAPMENT PROTECTION FOR SWIMMING POOL AND  

SPA SUCTION OUTLETS 

 

Q 107.1 General.  Suction outlets shall be designed and installed in 

accordance with ANSI/APSP-7. 

 

SECTION Q 108 

ABBREVIATIONS 

 

Q 108.1 General 

 

ANSI-American National Standards Institute, 11 West 42nd Street, New 

York, NY 10036 

 

ASTM-American Society for Testing and Materials, 1916 Race Street, 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 
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NSPI-National Spa and Pool Institute, 2111 Eisenhower Avenue, 

Alexandria, VA 22314 

 

SECTION Q 109 

STANDARDS 

 

Q 109.1 General 

 

ANSI/NSPI 

 

ANSI/NSPI-3 

Standard for Permanently Installed Residential Spas ....................... Q 105.1 

 

ANSI/NSPI-4 Standard for Above-ground/On-ground Residential 

Swimming Pools. .............................................................................. Q 104.2 

 

ANSI/NSPI-5 

Standard for Residential In-ground Swimming Pools. ..................... Q 104.1 

 

ANSI/NSPI-6 Standard for Residential Portable Spas.......................Q l05.2 

 

ASME/ANSI 

112.19.8-2007 Suction Fittings for Use in Swimming Pools, Wading 

Pools, Spas, Hot Tubs and Whirlpool Bathing Appliances .............. Q 107.1 

 

ANSI/APSP-7-06 

Standard for Suction Entrapment Avoidance in Swimming Pools, Wading 

Pools, Spas, Hot Tubs and Catch Basins .......................................... Q 107.1 

 

ASTM 

 

ASTM F 1346-91 Standard Performance Specifications for Safety Covers 

and Labeling Requirements for All Covers for Swimming Pools, Spas and 

Hot Tubs. ........................................................................... Q 105.2, Q 105.5 

 

E. The amendment of the following I.E.C.C. provisions: 

 

1. The amendment of Section 101.1, entitled Title, to read as follows: 
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101.1 Title.  This code shall be known as the International Energy 

Conservation Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, and shall be cited as 

such.  It is referred to herein as “this code.” 

 

2. The amendment of Section 101.4, entitled Applicability, to read as 

follows: 

 

 101.4.2 Historic buildings.  Any building or structure that is listed in the 

State of National Register of Historic Places; designated as a historic 

property under local or state designation law or survey; certified as a 

contributing resource with a National Register listed or locally designated 

historic district; or with an opinion or certification that the property is 

eligible to be listed on the National or State Registers of Historic places 

either individually or as a contributing building to a historic district by the 

State Historic Preservation Officer or the Keeper of the National Register 

of Historic Places, shall comply with all of the provisions of this code.  

 

 Exception:  Whenever a provision or provisions shall invalidate or 

jeopardize the historical designation or listing, that provision or provisions 

may be exempted. 

 

3. The amendment of Section 102.1, entitled General, to add a new Section 

102.1.2 to read as follows: 

  

102.1.2 Alternative compliance.  A building certified by a national, state, 

or local accredited energy efficiency program and determined by the 

Energy Systems Laboratory to be in compliance with the energy efficiency 

requirements of this section may, at the option of the Code Official, be 

considered in compliance.  The United States Environmental Protection 

Agency's Energy Star Program certification of energy code equivalency 

shall be considered in compliance. 

 

4. The amendment of Section 202, entitled GENERAL DEFINITIONS, to 

add the following definition: 

 

 PROJECTION FACTOR.  The ratio of the horizontal depth of the 

overhang, eave or permanently attached shading device, divided by the 

distance measured vertically from the bottom of the fenestration glazing to 

the underside of the overhang, eave or permanently attached shading 

device.   
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5. The amendment of Section 402.2, entitled Specific building thermal 

envelope insulation requirements (Prescriptive), to add a new Section 

402.2.7 to read as follows: 

 

Section 402.2.7 Insulation installed in walls.  To insure that insulation 

remains in place, insulation installed in walls shall be totally enclosed on 

all sides consisting of framing lumber, gypsum, sheathing, wood structural 

panel sheathing, netting or other equivalent material approved by the 

building official. 

 

6. The amendment of Section 102.1, entitled General, to add a new Section 

102.1.2 to read as follows: 

 

102.1.2 Alternative compliance.  A building certified by a national, state, 

or local accredited energy efficiency program and determined by the 

Energy Systems Laboratory to be in compliance with the energy efficiency 

requirements of this section may, at the option of the Code Official, be 

considered in compliance.  The United States Environmental Protection 

Agency's Energy Star Program certification of energy code equivalency 

shall be considered in compliance.  Regardless of the program or the path 

to compliance, each 1- and 2-family dwelling shall be tested for air and 

duct leakage as prescribed in Section 402.4 and 403.3.3 respectively. 

 

7. The amendment of Section 202, entitled GENERAL DEFINITIONS, to 

add the following definition: 

 

 DYNAMIC GLAZING.  Any fenestration product that has the fully 

reversible ability to change its performance properties, including U-factor, 

solar heat gain coefficient (SHGC), or visible transmittance (VT). 

 

8. The amendment of Section 402.2, entitled Specific insulation 

requirements (Prescriptive), to add a new Section 402.2.14 to read as 

follows: 

 

Section 402.2.14 Insulation installed in walls.  To insure that insulation 

remains in place, insulation installed in walls shall be totally enclosed on 

all sides consisting of framing lumber, gypsum, sheathing, wood structural 

panel sheathing, netting or other equivalent material approved by the 

building official. 
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9. The amendment of Section 402.3.2, entitled Glazed fenestration SHGC, 

by adding a paragraph and table following the Exception to read as 

follows: 

 

Where vertical fenestration is shaded by an overhang, eave, or 

permanently attached shading device, the SHGC required in Table 402.1.2 

shall be reduced by using the multipliers in Table 402.3.2 SHGC 

Multipliers for Permanent Projections. 

 

Table 402.3.2 SHGC Multipliers for Permanent Projections a 

 

Projection 

Factor 

SHGC Multiplier  

(all Other 

Orientation) 

SHGC Multiplier  

(North Oriented) 

0 - 0.10 1.00 1.00 

>0.10 – 0.20 0.91 0.95 

>0.20 – 0.30 0.82 0.91 

>0.30 – 0.40 0.74 0.87 

>0.40 – 0.50 0.67 0.84 

>0.50 – 0.60 0.61 0.81 

>0.60 – 0.70 0.56 0.78 

>0.70 – 0.80 0.51 0.76 

>0.80 – 0.90 0.47 0.75 

>0.90 – 1.00 0.44 0.73 
a North oriented means within 45 degrees of true north. 

 

10. The amendment of Section 402.4.1.2, entitled Testing, to add a last 

paragraph to read as follows: 

 

Mandatory testing shall only be performed by individuals that are certified 

to perform air infiltration testing certified by national or state 

organizations as approved by the building official.  The certified 

individuals must be an independent third-party entity, and may not be 

employed, or have any financial interest in the company that constructs the 

structure. 

 

11. The amendment of Section 403.3.3, entitled Duct Testing (Mandatory), 

to add a last paragraph to read as follows:   

 

Mandatory testing shall only be performed by individuals that are certified 

to perform duct testing leakage testing certified by national or state 
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organizations as approved by the building official.  The certified 

individuals must be an independent third-party entity, and may not be 

employed, or have any financial interest in the company that constructs the 

structure. 

 

12. The amendment of Section 405.6.2, entitled Specific approval, to add the 

following sentence to the end of paragraph: 

 

Acceptable performance software simulation tools may include, but are 

not limited to, REM RateTM, Energy Gauge and IC3.  Other performance 

software programs accredited by RESNET BESTEST and having the 

ability to provide a report as outlined in 405.4.2 may also be deemed 

acceptable performance simulation programs and may be considered by 

the building official.  

 

13. The amendment of TABLE 406.4, entitled MAXIMUM ENERGY 

RATING INDEX, to read as follows: 

 

 

TABLE 406.41 

MAXIMUM ENERGY RATING INDEX 

CLIMATE ZONE ENERGY RATING INDEX 

3 65 
1  This table is effective until August 31, 2019. 

 

 

TABLE 406.42 

MAXIMUM ENERGY RATING INDEX 

 

CLIMATE ZONE ENERGY RATING INDEX 

3 63 
2  The table is effective from September 1, 2019 to August 31, 2022. 

   

TABLE 406.43 

MAXIMUM ENERGY RATING INDEX 

 

CLIMATE ZONE ENERGY RATING INDEX 

3 59 
3  This table is effective on or after September 1, 2022 
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F. The amendment of the following I.E.B.C. provisions: 

 

1. The amendment of Section 101.1, entitled Title, to read as follows: 

 

101.1 Title.  This code shall be known as the International Existing 

Building Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, and shall be cited as such.  

It is referred to herein as “this code.” 

 

2. The amendment of Section 101.4.2, Historic buildings, to read as 

follows: 

 

101.4.2 Historic buildings.  Any building or structure that is listed in the 

State of National Register of Historic Places; designated as a historic 

property under local or state designation law or survey; certified as a 

contributing resource with a National Register listed or locally designated 

historic district; or with an opinion or certification that the property is 

eligible to be listed on the National or State Registers of Historic places 

either individually or as a contributing building to a historic district by the 

State Historic Preservation Officer or the Keeper of the National Register 

of Historic Places, shall comply with all of the provisions of this code.  

 

Exception:  Whenever a provision or provisions shall invalidate or 

jeopardize the historical designation or listing, that provision or 

provisions may be exempted. 

 

3. The amendment of Section 102.4, entitled Referenced codes and 

standards, to read as follows: 

 

102.4 Referenced codes and standards.  The codes, when specifically 

adopted, and standards referenced in this code shall be considered part of 

the requirements of this code to the prescribed extent of each such 

reference and as further regulated in Sections 102.4.1 and 102.4.2. 

 

4. The amendment of Section 202, entitled GENERAL DEFINITIONS, to 

amend the definition of EXISTING BUILDING as follows: 

 

EXISTING BUILDING.  A building, structure, or space, with an 

approved final inspection issued under a code edition which is at least 2 

published code editions preceding the currently adopted building code; or 

a change of occupancy. 
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5. The amendment of Section 405.1.2, entitled Existing fire escapes, to read 

as follows: 

 

405.1.2 Existing fire escapes.  Existing fire escapes shall continue to be 

accepted as a component in the means of egress in existing buildings only.  

Existing fire escapes shall be permitted to be repaired or replaced. 

 

6. The deletion of Section 405.1.3, entitled New fire escapes, in its entirety. 

 

7. The amendment of Section 406.2, entitled Replacement window opening 

control devices, by amending the paragraph following Items 1-5 to read as 

follows: 

 

The window opening control device, after operation to release the control 

device allowing the window to fully open, shall not reduce the minimum 

net clear opening area of the window unit to less than the area required by 

Section 1030.2 of the International Building Code. 

 

8. The amendment of Section 406.3, entitled Replacement window 

emergency escape and rescue openings, by amending the first paragraph 

to read as follows: 

 

406.2 Replacement window emergency escape and rescue openings.  

Where windows are required to provide emergency escape and rescue 

openings in Group R-2 and R-3 occupancies, replacement windows shall 

be exempt from the requirements of Sections 1030.2, 1030.3 and 1030.5 of 

the International Building Code provided the replacement window meets 

the following conditions: 

 

{Remainder unchanged} 

 

9. The amendment of Section 408.3, entitled Flood hazard areas, to read as 

follows: 

 

408.3 Flood hazard areas.  To establish flood hazard areas, the applicable 

governing authority shall adopt a flood hazard map and supporting data.  

The flood hazard map shall include, at a minimum, areas of special flood 

hazard as identified by the Federal Emergency Management Agency in an 

engineering report entitled “The Flood Insurance Study for Tarrant 

County, Texas,” dated September 25, 2009, as amended or revised with 

the accompanying Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) and Flood Boundary 
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and Floodway Map (FBFM) and related supporting data along with any 

revisions thereto.  The adopted flood hazard map and supporting data are 

hereby adopted by reference and declared to be part of this section. 

 

10. The amendment of Section 409.1, entitled Conformance, to add an 

exception to read as follows: 

 

Exception: Moved historic buildings need not be brought into 

compliance with the exception of new construction features 

required as the result of such movement, including but not limited 

to foundations and/or other structural elements. 

 

11. The amendment of Section 410.1, entitled Scope, to add an Exception to 

read as follows: 

 

Exception: Components of projects regulated by and registered 

with Architectural Barriers Division of Texas Department of 

Licensing and Regulation shall be deemed to be in compliance 

with the requirements of this chapter. 

 

12. The amendment of Section 410.4.2, entitled Complete change of 

occupancy, to add Number 7 to the list of requirements as follows: 

 

7.  At least one accessible family or assisted use toilet room shall be 

provided in accordance with Chapter 11 of the International 

Building Code. 

 

13. The amendment of Section 601.3, entitled Flood hazard areas, to read as 

follows: 

 

601.3 Flood hazard areas.  To establish flood hazard areas, the applicable 

governing authority shall adopt a flood hazard map and supporting data.  

The flood hazard map shall include, at a minimum, areas of special flood 

hazard as identified by the Federal Emergency Management Agency in an 

engineering report entitled “The Flood Insurance Study for Tarrant 

County, Texas,” dated September 25, 2009, as amended or revised with 

the accompanying Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) and Flood Boundary 

and Floodway Map (FBFM) and related supporting data along with any 

revisions thereto.  The adopted flood hazard map and supporting data are 

hereby adopted by reference and declared to be part of this section. 
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14. The amendment of Section 602.3, entitled Glazing in hazardous 

locations, to read as follows: 

 

602.3 Glazing in hazardous locations.  Replacement glazing in 

hazardous locations shall comply with the safety glazing requirements of 

the International Building Code, International Energy Conservation Code, 

or International Residential Code as applicable. 

 

15. The amendment of Section 606.2.4, entitled Flood hazard areas, to read 

as follows: 

 

606.2.4 Flood hazard areas.  To establish flood hazard areas, the 

applicable governing authority shall adopt a flood hazard map and 

supporting data.  The flood hazard map shall include, at a minimum, areas 

of special flood hazard as identified by the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency in an engineering report entitled “The Flood 

Insurance Study for Tarrant County, Texas,” dated September 25, 2009, as 

amended or revised with the accompanying Flood Insurance Rate Map 

(FIRM) and Flood Boundary and Floodway Map (FBFM) and related 

supporting data along with any revisions thereto.  The adopted flood 

hazard map and supporting data are hereby adopted by reference and 

declared to be part of this section. 

 

16. The amendment of Section 607.1, entitled Material, to read as follows: 

 

607.1 Material.  Existing electrical wiring and equipment undergoing 

repair shall be allowed to be repaired or replaced with like material, in 

accordance with the requirements of NFPA 70. 

 

17. The amendment of Section 701.3, entitled Flood hazard areas, to read as 

follows: 

 

701.3 Flood Hazard areas.  To establish flood hazard areas, the 

applicable governing authority shall adopt a flood hazard map and 

supporting data.  The flood hazard map shall include, at a minimum, areas 

of special flood hazard as identified by the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency in an engineering report entitled “The Flood 

Insurance Study for Tarrant County, Texas,” dated September 25, 2009, as 

amended or revised with the accompanying Flood Insurance Rate Map 

(FIRM) and Flood Boundary and Floodway Map (FBFM) and related 
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supporting data along with any revisions thereto.  The adopted flood 

hazard map and supporting data are hereby adopted by reference and 

declared to be part of this section. 

 

18. The amendment of Section 702.6, entitled Materials and methods, to 

read as follows: 

 

702.6 Materials and methods.  All new work shall comply with the 

materials and methods requirements in the International Building Code, 

International Energy Conservation Code, International Mechanical Code, 

National Electrical Code, and International Plumbing Code, as applicable, 

that specify material standards, detail of installation and connection, joints, 

penetrations, and continuity of any element, component, or system in the 

building. 

 

19. The amendment of Section 802.1, entitled General, to read as follows: 

 

802.1 General.  Alteration of buildings classified as special use and 

occupancy as described in Chapter 4 of the International Building Code 

shall comply with the requirements of Section 801.1 and the scoping 

provisions of Chapter 1, where applicable. 

 

20. The amendment of Section 803.5.1, entitled Minimum requirement, to 

read as follows: 

 

803.5.1 Minimum requirement.  Every portion of open-sided walking 

surfaces, including mezzanines, equipment platforms, aisles, stairs, ramps 

and landings that are not provided with guards, or those in which the 

existing guards are judged to be in danger of collapsing, shall be provided 

with guards. 

 

21. The amendment of Section 804.1, entitled Scope, to add a sentence to read 

as follows: 

 

For the purpose of fire sprinkler protection and fire alarm requirements 

included in this section, the work area shall be extended to include at least 

the entire tenant space or spaces bounded by walls capable of resisting the 

passage of smoke containing the subject work area, and if the work area 

includes a corridor, hallway, or other exit access, then such corridor, 

hallway, or other exit access shall be protected in its entirety on that 

particular floor level. 
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22. The amendment of Section 804.2.2, entitled Groups A, B, E, F-1, H, I, 

M, R-1, R-2, R-4, S-1, and S-2, to change the Exception under Item 2 to 

read as follows: 

 

Exception: Where the building does not have sufficient municipal 

water supply for design of a fire sprinkler system available to the 

floor without installation of a new fire pump, fire sprinkler 

protection shall not be required. 

 

23. The amendment of Section 804.2.5, entitled Supervision, to change the 

Exception to read as follows: 

 

Exception: Supervision is not required where the Fire Code does 

not require such for new construction. 

 

24. The amendment of Section 804.3, entitled Standpipes, to read as follows: 

 

804.3 Standpipes.  Refer to Section 1103.6 of the Fire Code for 

retroactive standpipe requirements. 

 

{The remainder of Section 804.3 is deleted in its entirety.} 

 

25. The amendment of Section 805.2, entitled General, by deleting Exception 

1. 

 

26.  The amendment of Section 805.3.1.1, entitled Single-exit buildings, by 

deleting Item 4. 

 

27. The amendment of Section 805.3.1.2, entitled Fire escapes required, to 

read as follows: 

 

805.3.1.2 Fire Escapes required.  For other than Group I-2, where more 

than one exit is required, an existing fire escape complying with section 

805.3.1.2.1 shall be accepted as providing one of the required means of 

egress. 

 

28. The amendment of Section 805.3.1.2.1, entitled Fire escape access and 

details, by deleting the word “new” from Item 2, deleting Item 3 in its 

entirety, and amending Item 5 to read as follows: 
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5.  In all buildings of Group E occupancy up to and including 

the 12th grade, buildings of Group I occupancy, boarding 

houses, and childcare centers, ladders of any type are 

prohibited on fire escapes used as a required means of 

egress. 

 

29. The deletion of Section 805.3.1.2.2, entitled Construction, in its entirety. 

 

30. The deletion of Section 805.3.1.2.3, entitled Dimensions, in its entirety. 

 

31. The amendment of Section 806.2, entitled Stairways and escalators in 

existing buildings, to add an exception to read as follows: 

 

Exception: Components of projects regulated by and registered 

with Architectural Barriers Division of Texas Department of 

Licensing and Regulation shall be deemed to be in compliance 

with the requirements of this chapter. 

 

32. The amendment of Section 904.1, entitled Automatic sprinkler systems, 

to add a sentence to read as follows: 

 

For the purpose of fire sprinkler protection and fire alarm requirements 

included in this section, the work area shall be extended to include at least 

the entire tenant space or spaces bounded by walls containing the subject 

work area, and if the work area includes a corridor, hallway, or other exit 

access, then such corridor, hallway, or other exit access shall be protected 

in its entirety on that particular floor level. 

 

33. The amendment of Section 904.1.1, entitled High-rise buildings, to read 

as follows: 

 

904.1.1 High-rise buildings.  An automatic sprinkler system shall be 

provided in work areas of where the high-rise buildings. 

 

34. The amendment of Section 1103.5, entitled Flood hazard areas, to read 

as follows:  

 

1103.5 Flood hazard areas.  To establish flood hazard areas, the 

applicable governing authority shall adopt a flood hazard map and 

supporting data.  The flood hazard map shall include, at a minimum, areas 
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of special flood hazard as identified by the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency in an engineering report entitled “The Flood 

Insurance Study for Tarrant County, Texas,” dated September 25, 2009, as 

amended or revised with the accompanying Flood Insurance Rate Map 

(FIRM) and Flood Boundary and Floodway Map (FBFM) and related 

supporting data along with any revisions thereto.  The adopted flood 

hazard map and supporting data are hereby adopted by reference and 

declared to be part of this section. 

 

35. The amendment of Section 1201.4, entitled Flood hazard areas, to read 

as follows:  

 

1201.4 Flood hazard areas.  To establish flood hazard areas, the 

applicable governing authority shall adopt a flood hazard map and 

supporting data.  The flood hazard map shall include, at a minimum, areas 

of special flood hazard as identified by the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency in an engineering report entitled “The Flood 

Insurance Study for Tarrant County, Texas,” dated September 25, 2009, as 

amended or revised with the accompanying Flood Insurance Rate Map 

(FIRM) and Flood Boundary and Floodway Map (FBFM) and related 

supporting data along with any revisions thereto.  The adopted flood 

hazard map and supporting data are hereby adopted by reference and 

declared to be part of this section. 

 

36. The amendment of Section 1302.7, entitled Flood hazard areas, to read 

as follows:  

 

1307.2 Flood hazard areas.  To establish flood hazard areas, the 

applicable governing authority shall adopt a flood hazard map and 

supporting data.  The flood hazard map shall include, at a minimum, areas 

of special flood hazard as identified by the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency in an engineering report entitled “The Flood 

Insurance Study for Tarrant County, Texas,” dated September 25, 2009, as 

amended or revised with the accompanying Flood Insurance Rate Map 

(FIRM) and Flood Boundary and Floodway Map (FBFM) and related 

supporting data along with any revisions thereto.  The adopted flood 

hazard map and supporting data are hereby adopted by reference and 

declared to be part of this section. 

 

37. The amendment of Section 1401.2, entitled Applicability, by amending 

the first sentence thereof to read as follows: 
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1401.2 Applicability.  Structures existing prior to the date of an approved 

final inspection issued under a code edition which is at least two published 

code editions preceding the currently adopted building code; or a change 

of occupancy shall be made to conform to the requirements of this chapter 

or the provisions of Chapters 5 through 13. 

 

38. The amendment of Section 1401.3.2, entitled Compliance with other 

codes, to read as follows: 

 

1401.3.2 Compliance with other codes.  Buildings that are evaluated in 

accordance with this section shall comply with the International Fire 

Code. 

 

39. The amendment of Chapter 16, entitled REFERENCED STANDARDS, 

to change IECC-15 to read as follows: 

 

IECC Edition as adopted by the State of Texas  

International Energy Conservation Code®. .301.2, 702.6, 708.1, 811.1, 

908.1 

 

 

Section 1.05 Adoption of Appendices 

 

 The following referenced provisions of the I.B.C., I.R.C., I.E.B.C. and I.E.C.C. 

annexed hereto as appendices, the same being either attached hereto or incorporated 

herein by reference, are made a part of this Building Code: 

 

Appendix A.  Only Appendix C, entitled GROUP U-AGRICULTURAL BUILDINGS, 

of the Appendix to the International Building Code, 2015 Edition. 

 

All other Chapters of said Appendix to the I.B.C. are hereby omitted from this Building 

Code. 

 

Appendix B.  Only Appendix H, entitled PATIO COVERS, of the Appendix to the 

International Residential Code, 2015 Edition.   

 

All other Appendices to the I.R.C., not specifically referenced or quoted herein are hereby 

omitted from this Building Code. 

 

(Amend Ord 18-017, 4/10/18) 
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Section l.06 Construction Prohibited in Easements 

 

A. Regardless of materials, manner of construction or unique characteristics of land, 

it shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to cause or permit the 

installation, revision or relocation of any construction improvement where any 

part of such improvement is to be located in an easement, except as provided in 

this Section. 

 

B. In cases where improvements are proposed in any public easement the City has a 

right to use, application shall be made to the Building Official for the execution of 

an Easement Use Agreement.  The Building Official shall refer the request to the 

City Engineer.  If the improvement is approved, an easement use agreement 

allowing the encroachment will be provided upon payment of an administrative 

fee in the amount set by City Council resolution.  Certain minor improvements are 

permitted without an Easement Use Agreement as provided in the Design Criteria 

Manual adopted by the City.  In cases where improvements are proposed in any 

other easement, written permission of the owner of the dominant estate, or the 

beneficiary of the easement, is required prior to construction. 

 

C. The City of Arlington shall not be liable for damages or losses of any kind 

whatsoever by reason of injury to property or person occasioned by the use of any 

easement.  The City shall have no obligations in regards to the maintenance of any 

improvements within such easement or rights-of-way.  The City shall be defended 

at the cost and expense of the person placing improvements in any easements or 

rights-of-way from all claims and demands.  The use of any easement in rights-of-

way shall be discontinued and improvements removed within 30 days of 

notification by the City and the cost of the discontinuation and removal of 

improvements shall be borne by the owner of the improvement.  The Building 

Official or the City Engineer may terminate and/or modify an Easement Use 

Agreement after review and concurrence of valid and justifiable reasons and/or 

conditions. 

 

D. The term “improvement” includes, but is not limited to, concrete or asphalt 

paving, swimming pools, fences, retaining walls, and temporary or permanent 

buildings.  “Improvements” shall not include public or private mailboxes, or poles 

and boxes necessary for public utility services, or City-owned improvements on 

City property. 

 

 The term “easement” shall include easements for right-of-way, drainage and 

utilities. 

 

(Amend Ord 09-024, 5/5/09) 
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Section 1.07 Requirements for Drainage 

 

A. No person, firm, or corporation shall do, cause or permit to be done, the 

installation, modification, or relocation of any construction improvement where 

the improvement, when completed, will significantly impact other property.  The 

other property may be either upstream or downstream from the property on which 

the improvement is to be made.  The impact is primarily related to flooding of a 

building structure.  The Building Official shall not issue a building permit where 

engineering data from a qualified professional engineer or the opinion of the 

Department of Engineering Services reveals that such improvement would 

significantly worsen any known drainage or flooding problem. 

 

B. The term “improvement” means any of those things which require a building 

permit, such as buildings (either permanent or temporary), land development, 

concrete or asphalt paving, swimming pools, fences, retaining walls, earth fill, or 

excavation and landscaping.  “Improvement” shall not include poles or boxes 

necessary for public utility service. 

 

C. Prior to obtaining a building permit, an acceptable site grading and drainage plan 

will be filed with the Building Inspections Department. 

 

The purpose of the site grading plan is to ensure that all proposed structures are 

protected from a storm event having a 100-year recurrence interval.  The plan 

shall assume a fully-developed watershed and shall account for all runoff that 

flows onto the site as well as runoff generated from the site. 

 

See Design Criteria Manual for specific criteria regarding residential and 

commercial site grading plans. 

 

 

Section 1.08 Enforcement, Violations 

 

A. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to erect, construct, enlarge, 

alter, repair, move, improve, remove, convert, demolish, equip, use, occupy or 

maintain any building, structure or premises in the City of Arlington, or cause or 

permit the same to be done, contrary to or in violation of any of the provisions of 

this Building Code. 

 

B. In addition to the power of the Building Official under I.B.C., Section 104.6, 

entitled “Right of Entry,” to inspect a building pursuant to this Building Code, any 
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peace officer may enter the public areas of any building or premises, or any areas 

specified in a proper inspection warrant, at all reasonable times wherever 

necessary in the performance of official duties to inspect and investigate for 

violations of any law, or to enforce any law, including violations of this Building 

Code.  The peace officer shall first present proper credentials and request entry, 

unless otherwise permitted by law.  If such entry is refused or, if no owner or 

other person having charge or control of the building or premises can be located, 

the peace officer shall have recourse to every remedy provided by law to secure 

entry.  (Amend Ord 18-017, 4/10/18) 

 

 

Section 1.09 Skateboard Ramps 

 

A. As used in this Section, the phrase “skateboard ramp” shall refer to a structure or 

piece of work artificially built up or composed of parts joined together in some 

definite manner, regardless of the materials used or the manner of construction, 

which is primarily used for, or designed and intended for primary use as, a ramp 

for skating or skateboarding activities. 

 

B. It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, construct, keep, maintain or use a 

skateboard ramp that is located: 

 

 (1) at a distance closer than one hundred fifty feet (150') from any building 

located on another's property that is used or intended to be used for 

habitation, regardless of whether the habitation existed prior to the 

erection of said skateboard ramp; or 

 

(2) at a distance closer than fifty feet (50') from the property line of the lot 

where said skateboard ramp is located. 

 

C. Should a habitation be placed on another's property closer than one hundred fifty 

feet (150') to an existing skateboard ramp, the owner of said skateboard ramp shall 

remove or relocate, or cause to be removed or relocated, said skateboard ramp 

within ninety (90) days of the completion of construction of the habitation. 

 

D. Failure to remove or relocate, or cause to be removed or relocated, a skateboard 

ramp as required by this Section shall constitute a misdemeanor.  Each day that a 

skateboard ramp remains in violation of this Section shall constitute a separate 

offense. 
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Section 1.10 Presumption 

 

 Unless otherwise specified in this Chapter, the owner, occupant or person in 

control of any building or premises where any violation of this Building Code is found 

shall be prima facie responsible for such violation.  (Amend Ord 02-020, 2/5/02) 

 

 

Section 1.11 Trash Receptacles 

 

 All development for which a building permit is issued shall provide a trash 

receptacle capable of depositing, containing, and collecting refuse.  The container shall be 

constructed or provided to prohibit trash from blowing or being displaced.  Trash bins 

may be of a commercial type designated by the City Collector.  If constructed on site, the 

minimum dimensions shall be eight feet in both width and length by four feet in depth 

(8'x8'x4').  Enclosed construction trailers located on-site may satisfy this requirement.  

Permits and inspections may be withheld in situations where trash is not properly 

contained.  (Amend Ord 02-024, 2/12/02) 

 

 

Section 1.12 Hours of Construction 

 

Outdoor construction activities for projects supervised by building permits shall 

be prohibited, if located within three hundred (300’) feet of property used for residential 

purposes, during the following times: 

 

(1) During the hours of 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. Central Standard Time. 

 

(2) During the hours of 8:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. Central Daylight Savings Time. 

 

EXCEPTION:  Homeowners performing work when acting as their own contractor. 

 

The prohibition of outdoor construction activities may be appealed in writing to the 

building official.  The building official may take into consideration the proximity of the 

proposed outdoor construction activities with adjacent residential uses and grant an 

exception to the prohibition.  The building official may require the appellant to submit 

such information as needed to assist in the determination of residential adjacency.  The 

building official must reply to the appellant within five (5) days of receipt of the appeal.  

Decisions of the building official may be appealed to the Building Code Board of Appeals 

as outlined in the Construction Ordinance.  (Amend Ord 02-024, 2/12/02) 
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Section 1.13 Electronic Submittal of Final Plans 

 

 Final plans or other documents required by the Building Code that will be 

archived must be submitted in an electronic format specified by the Director of 

Community Development and Planning (“CDP Director”) as a condition to issuance of 

any type of permit, approval, or other action related to the final plans or documents.  The 

City may provide an electronic conversion service for a fee in the amount set forth by 

City Council resolution.  The CDP Director shall provide a schedule indicating which 

documents must be provided electronically, at which point during the approval process, 

and other information as necessary to implement an electronic archiving program.  

(Amend Ord 10-009, 1/12/10) 
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BUILDING CODE BOARD OF APPEALS 
 
 
Section 2.01 Appointment 
 
 There is hereby established a Board to be called the 
Building Code Board of Appeals (hereinafter called "the 
Board"), which shall consist of nine (9) members who are 
residents of the City of Arlington.  Such Board shall be 
composed of one (1) architect, one (1) general contractor or 
engineer, one (1) member with experience in the area of fire 
protection and fire safety, and the remaining members shall 
be selected at large from the building industry.  The Mayor 
and each City Council member shall nominate a member with 
confirmation by majority vote of the City Council in 
accordance with the City of Arlington Boards and Commissions 
Policy Statement.  (Amend Ord 04-042, 5/11/04) 
 
 
Section 2.02 Term of Office 
 
 Place numbers shall be assigned to each member of the 
Board.  The term of office for Board members shall be for 
two (2) years.  Vacancies shall be filled for an unexpired 
term in the same manner as the original appointments.  
Continued absence of any member from regular meetings of the 
Board shall, at the discretion of the City Council, render 
any such member liable to immediate removal from office.  
Members shall serve at the will and pleasure of the City 
Council.  (Amend Ord 04-042, 5/11/04) 
 
 
Section 2.03 Quorum 
 
 Five (5) members of the Board shall constitute a quorum 
for the transaction of business.  A simple majority of 
members present shall be required to vary the application of 
any provision of this Building Code or to modify any order 
of the Building Official.  (Amend Ord 04-042, 5/11/04) 
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Section 2.04 Records 
 
 The Building Official shall act as Secretary of the 
Building Code Board of Appeals and shall make a detailed 
record of all its proceedings, which record shall set forth 
the names of the members and/or alternate member present, 
the reasons for the Board's decisions, the vote of each 
member participating therein, and any failure of a member to 
vote. 
 
 
Section 2.05 Procedure 
 
 The Chairman shall be appointed in accordance with the 
Administration Chapter of the City Code.  The Board shall 
select a vice-chairman and shall further establish rules and 
regulations for its own procedures not inconsistent with the 
provisions of this Building Code.  The Board shall meet at 
regular intervals to be determined by the Chairman, and the 
Board shall meet within thirty (30) days after notice of any 
appeal has been received.  (Amend Ord 96-93, 7/2/96) 
 
 
Section 2.06 Appeals; Time Limit 
 
A. The owner of premises who seeks to erect or alter a 

building or structure on said premises, or an 
authorized agent, may appeal from a decision of the 
Building Official to the Board if: 

 
 (1) The Building Official shall reject or refuse to 

approve the mode or manner of construction 
proposed to be followed, or the materials proposed 
to be used, in the erection or alteration of said 
building or structure; or 

 
 (2) Said owner claims that the provisions of this 

Building Code do not apply to the proposed 
construction; or 

 
 (3) Said owner claims that an equally good or more 

desirable form of construction or materials can be 
employed in the proposed construction than the 
Building Official requires; or 

 
 (4) Said owner claims that the true intent and meaning 

of this Building Code or of any of its regulations 
have been misconstrued or wrongly interpreted. 
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 An administrative fee, as set by resolution of the 
Arlington City Council, shall accompany the notice of 
appeal which the owner or an authorized agent must file 
in writing with, and on a form provided by, said 
Building Official. 

 
B. The notice of appeal shall be filed within thirty (30) 

days after the Building Official renders a decision:  
provided, however, that said Building Official may 
limit the time for appeal to a shorter period in cases 
involving buildings or structures that are, in the 
Building Official's opinion, unsafe or dangerous. 

 
C. Initiating work, progressing with that portion of work 

which is the particular issue on appeal, or progressing 
with work which would cover the matter on appeal, shall 
void such appeal.  (Amend Ord 96-93, 7/2/96) 

 
 
Section 2.07 Board Decisions; Variations and Modifications 
 
A. The Board, when appealed to, shall conduct a hearing 

and, after such hearing, may vary the application of 
any provision of this Building Code to any particular 
case when, in its opinion, the enforcement thereof 
would do manifest injustice and would be contrary to 
the spirit and purpose of said Building Code or the 
public interest, or when, in its opinion, the 
interpretation of the Building Official should be 
modified or reversed for any other reason. 

 
B. A decision of the Board to vary the application of any 

provision of this Building Code or to modify an order 
of the Building Official shall specify in what manner 
such variation or modification is made, the conditions 
upon which it is made and the reasons therefor. 

 
 
Section 2.08 Board Decisions; Procedure 
 
A. Every decision of the Board shall be final:  subject, 

however, to such remedy as any aggrieved party might 
have at law or in equity.  The decision shall be in 
writing and shall indicate the vote upon the decision.  
Every decision shall be promptly filed in the office of 
the Building Official and shall be open to the public 
for inspection.  A true and correct copy of the 
decision shall be sent by mail or otherwise to the 

ARTICLE II - 3 
(Amend Ord 96-93, 7/2/96) 



CONSTRUCTION 
2.08 

 appellant and a copy shall be publicly posted in the 
office of the Building Official for two (2) weeks after 
the filing thereof. 

 
B. The Board shall in every case reach a decision without 

unreasonable or unnecessary delay. 
 
C. If a decision of the Board reverses or modifies any 

decision of the Building Official or varies the appli-
cation of any provision of this Building Code, the 
Building Official shall immediately take action in 
accordance with such decision. 

 
D. Any person, firm or corporation aggrieved by any deci-

sion of the Board may present to a court of record a 
petition, duly verified, setting forth that such deci-
sion is illegal in whole or in part, and specifying the 
grounds of the illegality.  Unless such petition 
(appeal) shall be presented to the court within ten 
(10) days of the decision of the Board, the decision of 
the Board shall become final.  (Amend Ord 89-76, 
6/27/89) 

 
 
Section 2.09 Model Code Adoption or Amendment
 
A. In this section, "national model code" means a 

publication that is developed, promulgated, and 
periodically updated at a national level by 
organizations consisting of industry and government 
fire and building safety officials through a 
legislative or consensus process and that is intended 
for consideration by units of government as local law.  
National model codes include the International 
Residential Code, the National Electrical Code, and the 
International Building Code. 

 
B. The Board is established as an advisory board for the 

purpose of obtaining public comment on the proposed 
adoption of or amendment to a national model code, and 
providing a recommendation to City Council.  On or 
before the 10th day before the date the Board conducts 
a public hearing to consider the adoption of or 
amendment to a national model code, the City shall 
publish notice of the proposed action and the date of 
the public hearing conspicuously on the City's Internet 
website. 
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C. Except as provided by Subsection (D), adoption of an 
ordinance or national model code provision that is 
intended to govern the construction, renovation, use, 
or maintenance of buildings and building systems in the 
City shall have a delayed effective date that will 
delay implementing and enforcing the ordinance or code 
provision for at least 30 days after final adoption of 
the ordinance, to permit persons affected to comply 
with the ordinance or code provision.  

 
D. If a delay in implementing or enforcing the ordinance 

or code provision would cause imminent harm to the 
health or safety of the public, the City may enforce 
the ordinance or code provision immediately on the 
effective date of the ordinance or code provision.  
(Amend Ord 09-032, 6/23/09) 
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ARTICLE III 
 

MOVED BUILDINGS 
 
 
Section 3.01 Registration and Permits 
 
A. Registration Required.  No building or part of any 

building shall be moved through or across any sidewalk, 
street, alley or highway by any person who is not a 
registered building mover, as hereinafter provided, 
unless moved solely on a State highway.  This registra-
tion for a building mover shall be issued by the Build-
ing Official after application has been submitted 
according to the provisions of this Article and after 
coordination and approval of said application by the 
Police, Transportation and other appropriate 
departments of the City of Arlington. 

 
B. Permit Required.  Subject to the exception contained in 

Subsection (C) below, no building or part of any build-
ing shall be moved through or across any sidewalk, 
street, alley or highway within the City of Arlington 
unless and until an Oversize and Overweight Vehicle 
Permit complying with the provisions of Article XIV of 
this Building Code below shall first have been obtained 
from the Building Official. 

 
C. Exception:  The provisions of this Article shall not 

apply to manufactured housing which is moved over the 
highways, roads and streets of the City of Arlington in 
accordance with permits issued by the State Department 
of Highways and Public Transportation.  For the 
purposes of this Section, "manufactured housing" shall 
be as defined by the Texas Manufactured Housing 
Standards Act, V.A.C.S., Article 5221f. 

 
 
Section 3.02 Application for Registration and Permits 
 
A. Registration Information Required.  An applicant for 

registration under this Article shall comply with 
requirements for registration as described in Article 
IV.  (Amend Ord 97-90, 7/1/97) 

 
B. Permit Information Required.  Any registered building 

mover desiring a moving permit shall file with the 
Building Official a written application therefor not 
less than five (5) days prior to the proposed date of  
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 removal, setting forth the following information in 
addition to the applicable requirements of Article IV 
of this Building Code below: 

 
 (1) The present location of the building to be moved 

and its proposed new location by lot, block, 
subdivision and street address; 

 
 (2) The date and approximate time such building will 

be upon the streets; 
 
 (3) The proposed route from the present to the new 

location; and 
 
 (4) Such other pertinent information as the Building 

Official may deem necessary. 
 
 
Section 3.03 Building Official Shall Reject 
 
A. If, in the opinion of the Building Official:   
 
 (1) The moving of any building will cause serious 

injury to persons or property, or serious injury 
to the streets or other public improvements;  

 
 (2) The building to be moved has deteriorated by more 

than fifty percent (50%) of its original condition 
for any reason; or  

 
 (3) The moving of the building will violate any of the 

requirements of this Building Code or the "Zoning" 
Chapter of the Code of the City of Arlington;  

 
 the permit shall not be issued and the building shall 

not be moved over the streets. 
 
B. If, in the opinion of the Building Official, the moving 

of a building upon any lot in the City of Arlington 
will cause injury to persons or property or will 
depreciate the value of surrounding property, the 
permit shall not be issued.  Any building moved onto a 
lot in said City shall immediately be brought up to the 
standard prevailing in an area within a six hundred 
foot (600') radius of the site onto which said building 
is moved. 
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Section 3.04 Prolonged Damage 
 
A. Mover Liability.  A registered building mover shall 

employ such procedures and equipment as will preclude 
undue wear or damage to streets, curbs, sidewalks, 
trees, highways or other public property caused by the 
operation of moving.  Said mover shall also employ such 
procedures and equipment as will ensure timely travel 
within or through the City of Arlington without 
unnecessary interruption.  Failure to: 

 
 (1) Complete the move within or through said City;  
 
 (2) Repair damage caused to streets or other public 

property; or  
 
 (3) Clear from the streets or other public property 

all debris related to the moving process within 
the time limits set forth in the permit;  

 
 shall constitute a separate offense by the building 

mover for each day such condition is allowed to exist 
after the expiration of the appropriate time limit. 

 
B. Owner Liability:  When a building is to be moved onto a 

property that is within the City of Arlington, the 
issuance of the moving permit shall be further condi-
tioned on submittal of written confirmation by the 
owner of such property that the moved building shall, 
in not more than one hundred eighty (180) days from the 
date the building arrives at its destination, be 
brought to a habitable condition and be in compliance 
with this Building Code and other pertinent Chapters of 
the Code of said City.  Failure to satisfy such a 
schedule shall be grounds for denying a Certificate of 
Occupancy and shall constitute a separate offense by 
the owner of the property for each day such condition 
continues. 

 
 
Section 3.05 Public Safety Requirements 
 
 A registrant under this Article shall comply with the 
public safety requirements set forth in Section 6.03E.3 of 
the "Traffic" Chapter of the Code of the City of Arlington 
as a prerequisite condition to the issuance of a permit and 
while performing under said permit. 
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Section 3.06 Other Permits 
 
 Nothing contained herein shall be construed as 
relieving an applicant from duties elsewhere imposed by law, 
including, but not limited to, ordinances regulating truck 
routes and load limits and the obtaining of permits and 
payment of fees therefor, or other provisions of the Code of 
the City of Arlington. 
 
 
Section 3.07 Utility Relocations 
 
 In the event the removal of a building requires the 
removal or adjustment, temporarily or otherwise, of any 
wire, line, pole or other impediment which is lawfully 
located on or over public property, the expense thereby 
incurred shall be borne solely by the person registered 
under Section 3.02(a) of this Article.  
 
 Further, all water, sewer and gas lines must be capped 
off within five feet (5') of the property line in accordance 
with the "Plumbing" Chapter of the Code of the City of 
Arlington. 
 
 
Section 3.08 Other Relocations 
 
 All improvements other than those specified in Section 
3.08 above on a lot from which a building has been moved 
must be removed, including the foundation, plumbing, 
accessory structures, etc., unless specific written 
authorization to leave said improvements is given to the 
mover by the Building Official or an authorized 
representative. 
 
 
Section 3.09 Inspections 
 
 Once the structure has been removed, the building mover 
must call an inspection.  Plumbing capped off shall remain 
uncovered in order to facilitate inspection.  (Amend Ord 98-
141, 10/27/98) 
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Section 3.10 Other 
 
 If a building is to be relocated within the corporate 
limits of the City of Arlington, a building permit must be  
submitted at the new address and approved prior to locating 
the structure at the new site.  (Amend Ord 97-90, 7/1/97) 
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ARTICLE IV 

 

REGISTRATION, PERMITS AND INSPECTIONS 

 

 

Section 4.01 Registration 

 

A. Registration Required.  It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation 

to erect, construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move, improve, remove, convert or 

demolish any building, sign or structure in the City of Arlington, or cause the 

same to be done, unless such person, firm or corporation is the holder of a valid 

registration with said City to perform such work.  Such person, firm or 

corporation shall be herein termed Registrant.  In extending the rights and 

privileges of such registration, said City makes no statement of the technical 

competency of those so registered, and no manner of license is proffered. 

 

B. An applicant for registration under this article shall provide to the Building 

Official the following information: 

 

 1. The complete name, complete mailing address and telephone number of 

the firm or corporation; 

 

 2. The name and private mailing address of a principal of the firm or 

corporation who is a person authorized to bind the firm or corporation in 

legal agreements; 

 

 3. If the registration is to be as an individual only, the name, mailing address 

and telephone number of the individual; and 

 

 4. Other pertinent information deemed necessary by the Building Official. 

 

 Every Registrant shall contact the office of the Building Official to ensure the 

accurate revision of registration information, including any change of address or 

telephone number, within ten (10) days from the date that the previous 

information supplied in the application becomes invalid for any reason.  Failure to 

revise inaccurate information, or providing false, misleading or inaccurate 

information when applying for registration, shall constitute an offense. 

 

Every Registrant doing work in any City rights-of-way shall carry Contractor's 

Public Liability Insurance with a combined single limit of not less than Five 

Hundred Thousand and No/100 Dollars ($500,000.00) per occurrence, with an
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aggregate of not less than Five Hundred Thousand and No/100 Dollars 

($500,000.00).  The Registrant shall make the City of Arlington a Certificate 

Holder and present proof of insurance at the time of registration and all 

subsequent renewals.  Notice of policy cancellations or failure to renew coverage 

shall be cause for revocation of registration, denial of inspections or cancellation 

of permits.  (Amend Ord 98-141, 10/27/98) 

 

C. Building Official Shall Respond.  After application for registration has been 

received, the Building Official shall act promptly to issue the registration or to 

determine upon what basis the registration may not be issued.  The Building 

Official shall respond to the applicant not later than two (2) weeks following 

receipt of the application. 

 

D. Expiration and Renewal of Registration.  Expired registrations shall be 

routinely reactivated by payment of a renewal fee if the application information 

remains accurate.  Fees for initially establishing registration and for renewal of 

registration shall be set in accordance with Section 4.09 below.  A registration 

may be renewed without penalty at any time from sixty (60) days preceding the 

date of expiration through ninety (90) days following the date of expiration.  A 

registration not renewed for ninety (90) days beyond the date of expiration shall 

require resubmittal of registration information and payment of a fee as for an 

initial registration. 

 

E. Transfer of Registration Prohibited.  No Registrant under this article shall for 

any purpose allow the registration, by name or other identification, to be 

transferred or assigned to, or in any manner directly or indirectly used by, any 

person, firm or corporation other than the one to whom the registration was 

issued.  Company representatives other than the registered principal shall be 

required to have a notarized statement from the principal in order to transact 

business. 

 

F. Registration Suspended.  The Building Code Board of Appeals shall have the 

authority to suspend any registration issued under this article for any of the 

following acts by the Registrant: 

 

 1. Forfeiting an appeal of a Stop Order issued under I.B.C. and I.R.C., 

Section 114, by continued work after the issuance of said Stop Order;  

(Amend Ord 02-020, 2/5/02) 
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 2. Forfeiting an appeal under Section 2.06(C) above of this Building Code by 

initiating work in violation of the Board's decision or prior to the Board's 

decision; 

 

 3. Causing or permitting the unauthorized or prohibited transfer or 

assignment of a valid registration, or providing false, misleading or 

inaccurate information when applying for registration;  

 

 4. Being convicted in Municipal Court of two (2) violations of any of the 

provisions of this Building Code committed within a period of twelve (12) 

consecutive months provided, however, that remedy of the violation 

within twenty (20) days of a Stop Order shall cause the waiver of any 

conviction for the original violation for the purpose of this subsection; 

 

 5. Failure of a registered contractor to secure permits prior to commencement 

of work necessitating such permit; 

 

 6. Failure of a registered contractor to request all inspections as may be 

established by the Construction Chapter; or 

 

 7. Failure of a registered contractor to provide the Building Official accurate 

revisions of registration information, including any change of address or 

telephone number and/or licensees.  (Amend Ord 12-020, 4/24/12) 

 

 Such suspension of registration shall be for a time not to exceed six (6) months.  

After expiration of such period of time as the Board shall have designated, and 

after payment of any outstanding fines and the routine renewal fee if it has 

become due in the interim, the suspended registration shall again become valid 

and effective for the balance of its time until expiration or a subsequent 

suspension or revocation.  (Amend Ord 98-141, 10/27/98) 

 

G. Registration Revoked.  The Building Code Board of Appeals shall have the 

authority to revoke any registration issued under this article for: 

 

 1. Conviction of the practice of any fraud or deceit in securing a registration 

or a permit, or of a violation of Subsection (E) above; 

 

 2. Convictions in Municipal Court of three (3) violations of any of the 

provisions of this Building Code committed within a period of twelve (12) 

consecutive months:  provided, however, that remedy of the violation  
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within twenty (20) days of a Stop Order shall cause the waiver of any 

conviction for the original violation for the purpose of this subsection; 

 

 3. Accumulation of two (2) decisions of the Board to suspend registration; or 

 

 4. Accumulation within a period of twelve (12) months of two (2) forfeitures 

of appeals of Stop Orders issued under I.B.C. and I.R.C., Section 114, by 

continued work after the issuance of said Stop Orders.  (Amend Ord 02-

020, 2/5/02) 

 

 Such revocation of registration by the Board shall be full and final cancellation of 

such registration and shall be effective on the date of the Board's decision.  No 

Registrant whose registration is revoked by the Board shall be allowed in the 

future to be registered again in the City of Arlington under this article. 

 

H. Suspension or Revocation Hearing.  In considering charges under this article 

regarding suspension or revocation of a registration, the Building Code Board of 

Appeals shall proceed upon sworn information furnished it by any person or upon 

information provided by the Building Official.  Such information shall be in 

writing and shall be duly verified by the person familiar with the allegations made.  

The Board shall make an order setting the matter for hearing at a specified time 

and place, and the Secretary of the Board shall cause a copy of the Board's order 

and of the sworn information to be served upon the Registrant by registered mail 

at least fifteen (15) days before the date set for the hearing.  The Registrant may 

appear in person or by counsel at the time and place named in the order and 

present a defense to the Board.  The City Attorney for the City of Arlington shall 

provide counsel for the Board.  If the Registrant fails or refuses to appear, the 

Board may proceed to hear and determine the charge in the registrant's absence.  If 

the registrant pleads guilty or if, upon a hearing, the Board finds any of the 

charges to be true, it may enter an order suspending or revoking the certificate of 

registration.  Failure to properly perfect an appeal in a court of competent 

jurisdiction within ten (10) days of receipt of the Board's decision shall render the 

Board's decision final.  Suspension or revocation of a registration resulting from a 

decision of the Board shall preclude the Registrant from securing a permit for 

work controlled by that registration in the City of Arlington or from becoming so 

registered under any different identification as long as the suspension or 

revocation is in effect.  (Amend Ord 12-020, 4/24/12) 

 

I. Exemption for Owner.  Except for permits required by Article VIII below, a 

homeowner’s registration shall be required for work to be performed on an 

existing structure when the person performing the work is the owner of the
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structure who resides therein as his homestead, and is not assisted by any other 

person for remuneration.  The homeowner shall be termed a Registrant for the 

purposes of such a project after proper registration.  All requirements for permits 

for the work and all other applicable provisions of this Building Code shall remain 

in force.  (Amend Ord 09-024, 5/5/09) 

 

 

Section 4.02 Commercial Site Plan and Permits Required 

 

A. It shall be unlawful for any Registrant or person without first obtaining a separate 

building permit for such work from the Building Official: 

 

 1. to erect, construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move, improve, remove, convert 

or demolish any building or structure; 

 

EXEMPTION:  see exemptions in Subsections (B) and (C) below.  

 

2. to install, enlarge or repair any fence; 

 

 EXEMPTION: Repair or replacement of fencing where not less than 50% 

of one side of the fence is being repaired and/or replaced. 

 

3. to erect, alter a sign, including the copy face or lettering of any sign, either 

by changing the message or by renovating an existing message, or erect 

any sign or sign structure; 

 

EXEMPTION:  Changing a changeable copy message or a message center 

sign message; general maintenance such as repainting the same message or 

changing the face of a sign permitted as an off-site advertising sign; 

 

4. to reroof any building or structure; 

 

5. to excavate, grade, or fill property, or cause the same to be done; 

 

 EXEMPTION:  Excavation for construction of a structure permitted under 

this code; Refuse disposal sites controlled by other regulations; 

Excavations for wells, or trenches for utilities; Mining, quarrying, 

excavating, processing or stockpiling rock, sand, gravel, aggregate or clay 

controlled by other regulations, provided such operations do not affect the 

lateral support of, or significantly increase stresses in, soil on adjoining 
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properties; or, Exploratory excavations performed under the direction of a 

registered design professional. 

 

Separate permits are required for electrical, plumbing and mechanical work as set 

forth in the Electrical, Mechanical and Plumbing Chapters of this Code.  (Amend 

Ord 18-017, 4/10/18) 

 

B. Permits shall not be required for the following items.  Exemption from permit 

requirements of this code shall not be deemed to grant authorization for any work 

to be done in any manner in violation of the provisions of this code or any other 

laws or ordinances. 

 

1. Retaining walls that are not over 4 feet (1219 mm) in developed height at 

any point when measured from the bottom of the footing to the top of the 

wall, unless supporting a surcharge or imposed load or impounding Class 

I, II or IIIA liquids.  See Article 1 of this Chapter regarding “tiered” 

retaining walls. 

 

2. Painting, papering, tiling, carpeting, cabinets, counter tops and similar 

finish work. 

 

3. Swings and other playground equipment. 

 

4. Prefabricated inflatable swimming pools that are less than 24 inches (610 

mm) deep. 

 

5. Window awnings supported by an exterior wall which do not project more 

than 54 inches (1372 mm) from the exterior wall and do not require 

additional support. 

 

6. Replacement of siding materials with materials of similar character.  The 

installation of siding systems such as, but not necessarily limited to, stucco 

and Exterior Insulation and Finish Systems, require a permit. 

 

7. Nonfixed and movable fixtures, cases, racks, counters and partitions not 

over 5 feet 9 inches (1753 mm) in height. 

 

8. Shade cloth structures constructed for nursery or agricultural purposes.  

(Amend Ord 13-055, 12/3/13) 

 

C. For 1-and 2-family structures only regulated by the I.R.C., permits shall not be 

required for the following items.  Exemption from permit requirements of this 
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code shall not be deemed to grant authorization for any work to be done in any 

manner in violation of the provisions of this code or any other laws or ordinances. 

 

 1. Building: 

 

a. One-story detached accessory structures used as tool and storage 

sheds and similar uses, provided the floor area does not exceed 100 

square feet (9.29 m2). 

 

 b. Flatwork (pedestrian sidewalks, vehicle parking and maneuvering 

areas) on private property.  (Amend Ord 13-055, 12/3/13) 

 

 2. Electrical: 

 

  a. Listed cord-and-plug connected temporary decorative lighting. 

 

  b. Reinstallation of attachment plug receptacles but not the outlets 

thereof. 

 

  c. Replacement of branch circuit over current devices of the required 

capacity in the same location. 

 

  d. Electrical wiring, devices, appliances, apparatus or equipment 

operating as less than 25 volts and not capable of supplying more 

that 50 watts of energy. 

 

  e. Minor repair work, including the replacement of lamps or the 

connection of approved portable electrical equipment to approved 

permanently installed receptacles. 

 

 2. Plumbing 

 

  a. Portable heating, cooking or clothes drying appliances. 

 

  b. Replacement of any minor part that does not alter approval of 

equipment or make such equipment unsafe. 

 

c. Portable-fuel-cell appliances that are not connected to a fixed 

piping system and are not interconnected to a power grid.  

 

d. The stopping of leaks in drains, water, soil, waste or vent pipe; 

provided, however, that if any concealed trap, drainpipe, water, 
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soil, wasted or vent pipe becomes defective and it becomes 

necessary to remove and replace the same with new material, such 

work shall be considered as new work and a permit shall be 

obtained and inspection made as provided in this code. 

 

e. The clearing of stoppages or the repairing of leaks in pipes, valves 

or fixtures, and the removal and reinstallation of water closets, 

provided such repairs do not involve or require the replacement or 

rearrangement of valves, pipes or fixtures. 

 

3. Mechanical 

 

a. Portable heating appliances. 

 

b. Portable ventilation appliances. 

 

c. Portable cooling units. 

 

d. Steam, hot- or chilled-water piping within any heating or cooling 

equipment regulated by this code. 

 

e. Replacement of any minor part that does not alter approval of 

equipment or make such equipment unsafe. 

 

f. Portable evaporative coolers. 

 

g. Self-contained refrigeration systems containing 10 pounds (4.54 

kg) or less of refrigerant or that are actuated by motors of 1 

horsepower (746 W) or less. 

 

h. Portable-fuel-cell appliances that are not connected to a fixed 

piping system and are not interconnected to a power grid. 

 

D. Emergency Repairs.  Where equipment replacements and repairs must be 

performed in an emergency situation, the permit application shall be submitted 

within the next working day to the building official. 

 

E. For other than 1 and 2 family dwellings, approval of a Commercial Site Plan is 

required prior to filing the application for a building permit.  Two copies of the 

“Accepted for Construction” Commercial Site Plan shall be submitted with each 

application for a building permit for the following work categories: 
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1. The construction of a new building, 

 

2. The construction of an addition to an existing building. 

 

3. The grading, excavation or filling of a parcel when such work is not 

included in the scope of an issued building permit. 

 

F. A Commercial Site Plan shall demonstrate compliance with the applicable zoning, 

environmental, fire and engineering regulations specific to the proposed project.   

 

G. A permit shall be issued only to a Registrant meeting the conditions of Section 

4.01 above, and only after all other requirements defined in this article have been 

accomplished.  (Amend Ord 12-020, 4/24/12) 

 

H. Work Performed without Required Permits. 

 

1. This subsection applies to a person who owns, occupies, or exercises 

control over a building or premises where work described by Subsection 

(A) is performed that requires a building permit, electrical permit, 

mechanical permit, or electrical permit. 

 

2. A person who performs work described by Subsection (A) or who allows 

such work to be performed at a building or premises has a duty to obtain 

all required permits from the Building Official prior to such work being 

performed.  If work described by Subsection (A) is performed without first 

obtaining a required permit from the Building Official, a person has a 

continuing duty to obtain any required permit for the work that was 

performed. 

 

3. When work described by Subsection (A) is performed at a building or 

premises without first obtaining any required permit from the Building 

Official, it shall be unlawful for a person to own, occupy, keep, maintain, 

or exercise control over the building or premises until any required permit 

is obtained for the work that was performed.  Each day that the person 

owns, occupies, keeps, maintains, or exercises control over the building or 

premises where such work was performed without having obtained any 

required permit shall constitute a separate offense.  (Amend Ord 18-017, 

4/10/18) 
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Section 4.02.5 Application for Commercial Site Plan 

 

A. To obtain approval for a Commercial Site Plan, the applicant shall first file an 

application with the Building Official in writing on a form furnished for that 

purpose by said Building Official.  Every such application shall: 

 

1. Identify and describe the proposed development; 

 

2. Describe the land on which the proposed work is to be done by lot, block, 

tract and building and street address, or similar description that will readily 

identify and definitely locate the proposed building or work; 

 

3. Be accompanied by plans and specifications as required to demonstrate 

compliance with the zoning, environmental, engineering and fire 

regulations applicable to the project location; 

 

4. Be signed by the applicant or an authorized agent, who may be required to 

submit evidence to indicate such authority; and 

 

5. Give such other pertinent information as is deemed necessary by the 

Building Official.  

 

B. Accepted plans and specifications shall not be changed, modified or altered 

without written authorization from the Building Official, and all work shall be 

done in accordance with the approved plans.   

 

C. Final plans or other documents that will be archived must be submitted in an 

electronic format specified by the Director of Community Development and 

Planning ("CDP Director") as a condition to issuance of any type of permit, 

approval, or other action related to the final plans or documents.  The City may 

provide an electronic conversion service for a fee in the amount set forth by City 

Council resolution.  The CDP Director shall provide a schedule indicating which 

documents must be provided electronically, at which point during the approval 

process, and other information as necessary to implement an electronic archiving 

program.  (Amend Ord 10-009, 1/12/10) 
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Section 4.03 Application for Permit 

 

 To obtain a permit, the applicant shall first file an application with the Building 

Official in writing on a form furnished for that purpose by said Building Official.  Every 

such application shall: 

 

A. Identify and describe the work to be covered by the permit for which application 

is made; 

 

B. Describe the land on which the proposed work is to be done, by lot, block, tract, 

and building and street address, or similar description that will readily identify and 

definitely locate the proposed building or work; 

 

C. Indicate the use or occupancy for which the proposed work is intended; 

 

D. Be accompanied by plans and specifications as required in Section 4.04 of this 

article below; 

 

E. State the fair market construction valuation of the proposed work;  (Amend Ord 

12-020, 4/24/12) 

 

F. Be signed by the applicant (Registrant) or an authorized agent, who may be 

required to submit evidence to indicate such authority;  (Amend Ord 96-93, 

7/2/96) 

 

G. In the case of single family residential construction permits, include a certification 

by the builder that the structure will comply or will not comply with applicable 

deed restrictions or real property restrictive covenants; and 

 

H. Give such other pertinent information as is deemed necessary by the Building 

Official.  (Amend Ord 91-09, 1/22/91) 

 

 

Section 4.04 Plans and Specifications 

 

A. With each application for a building permit and when required by the Building 

Official for enforcement of any provisions of this Building Code, two (2) or more 

sets of plans and specifications shall be submitted.  The Building Official may 

require plans, computations and specifications to be prepared and designed by an 

engineer or architect licensed by the State of Texas to practice as such even if not 
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required by State law.  The engineers' or architects' professional seal shall be 

affixed to the documents. 

 

 EXCEPTION:  Except when specifically required by the Building Official, plans, 

computations and specifications need not be submitted for the following: 

 

 (1) One (1) story buildings of Type V conventional wood frame construction, 

with an area not exceeding six hundred (600) square feet; 

 

 (2) Groups R-3 and U Occupancies of Type V conventional wood frame 

construction; or  

 

 (3) The Building Official may waive the submission of plans, calculations, 

construction, inspection requirements and other data if it is found that the 

nature of the work applied for is such that reviewing of plans is not 

necessary to obtain compliance with the Code. 

 

B. Plans and specifications shall be drawn to scale and shall be of sufficient clarity to 

indicate the nature and extent of the work proposed and show in detail that it will 

conform to the provisions of this Building Code and all other relevant laws, 

ordinances, rules and regulations.  The first sheet of each set of plans shall give 

the building and street address where the work is to be performed and the name 

and address of the owner and person who prepared said plans.  Plans shall include 

a plot plan showing the location of the proposed building and of every existing 

building on the property.  In lieu of detailed specifications, the Building Official 

may approve references on the plans to a specific section or part of this Building 

Code or other ordinances or laws.  The construction documents shall also be in 

conformance with the following: 

 

(1) Means of egress.  The construction documents shall show in sufficient 

detail the location, construction, size and character of all portions of the 

means of egress in compliance with the provisions of this code.  In other 

than occupancies in Groups R-2, R-3, and I-1, the construction documents 

shall designate the number of occupants to be accommodated on every 

floor, and in all rooms and spaces. 

 

(2) Exterior wall envelope.  Construction documents for all buildings shall 

describe the exterior wall envelope in sufficient detail to determine 

compliance with this code.  The construction documents shall provide 

details of the exterior wall envelope as required, including flashing, 

intersections with dissimilar materials, corners, end details, control joints, 
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intersections at roof, eaves or parapets, means of drainage, water-resistive 

membrane and details around openings. 

 

The construction documents shall include manufacturer's installation 

instructions that provide supporting documentation that the proposed 

penetration and opening details described in the construction documents 

maintain the weather resistance of the exterior wall envelope.  The 

supporting documentation shall fully describe the exterior wall system 

which was tested, where applicable, as well as the test procedure used. 

 

(3) Demolition permits.  In the case of proposed demolition, the site plan 

shall show construction to be demolished and the location and size of 

existing structures and construction that are to remain on the site or plot.  

(Amend Ord 12-020, 4/24/12) 

 

C. Computations, stress diagrams and other data sufficient to show the correctness of 

the plans shall be submitted when required by the Building Official.  Plans by the 

applicant for buildings more than two (2) stories in height of other than Group R-3 

and U Occupancies shall indicate how required structural and fire-restrictive 

integrity will be maintained where a penetration will be made for electrical, 

mechanical, plumbing and communications conduits and pipes, and similar 

systems.  (Amend Ord 96-93, 7/2/96) 

 

D. Final plans or other documents that will be archived must be submitted in an 

electronic format specified by the Director of Community Development and 

Planning ("CDP Director") as a condition to issuance of any type of permit, 

approval, or other action related to the final plans or documents.  The City may 

provide an electronic conversion service for a fee in the amount set forth by City 

Council resolution.  The CDP Director shall provide a schedule indicating which 

documents must be provided electronically, at which point during the approval 

process, and other information as necessary to implement an electronic archiving 

program.  (Amend Ord 10-009, 1/12/10) 

 

 

Section 4.05 Building Permits Issued 

 

A. The Building Official shall examine or cause to be examined the application, 

plans and specifications filed by an applicant for a permit shall be reviewed.  Such 

plans may also be reviewed by other departments of the City of Arlington to check 

compliance with the laws and ordinances under their jurisdiction, including but 

not limited to review by the Engineering, Fire, Community Services, Community 
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Development and Planning, and the Public Works and Transportation Department 

of the City of Arlington to ensure compliance with the Traffic Study Provisions 

adopted by resolution of the City Council.  If the Building Official finds that the 

work described in an application for permit and the plans filed therewith conform 

to the requirements of this Building Code and other pertinent laws and that the 

permit fee has been paid, a permit shall be issued. 

 

EXCEPTION: Except by specific approval by the Building Official or an 

authorized representative, a permit shall not be issued in a development where the 

construction of streets, drainage, water, sewer and other such public improvement 

facilities have not been completed and accepted by the City of Arlington. 

 

 In lieu of the plan review performed by the Building Official, the owner of a 

property may choose to contract with a Third Party Provider that is properly 

registered with the City for plan review.  Plan reviews performed by Third Party 

Organizations are subject to the terms of the program as authorized by resolution 

of the City Council of the City of Arlington.   

 

B. Approval of construction documents.  When the building official issues a 

permit, the construction documents shall be approved, in writing or by stamp, as; 

 

"CITY OF ARLINGTON APPROVED PLANS.  These plans must 

be kept on the job site and be available at the inspector’s request.  

Changes to these plans must be approved in the same manner as 

these plans were approved." 

 

One set of construction documents so reviewed shall be retained by the building 

official.  The other set shall be returned to the applicant, shall be kept at the site of 

work and shall be open to inspection by the building official or a duly authorized 

representative. 

 

C. Accepted plans and specifications shall not be changed, modified or altered 

without written authorization from the Building Official, and all work shall be 

done in accordance with the plans.   

 

D. The Building Official may issue a permit for the construction of part of a building 

or structure before the entire plans and specifications for the whole building or 

structure have been submitted or approved, provided adequate information and 

detailed statements have been filed complying with all pertinent requirements of 

this Building Code.  The holder of such permit shall proceed at personal risk 

without assurance that the permit for the entire building or structure will be 

granted. 
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Deferred submittals. 

For the purposes of this section, deferred submittals are defined as those portions 

of the design that are not submitted to the building official at the time of the 

application and that are to be submitted to the building official within a specified 

period. 

 

Deferred submittals shall have the prior approval of the building official.  The 

registered design professional in responsible charge shall list the deferred 

submittals on the construction documents for review by the building official. 

 

Documents for deferred submittal items shall be submitted to the registered design 

professional in responsible charge who shall review them and forward them to the 

building official with a notation indicating that the deferred submittal documents 

have been reviewed and found to be in general conformance to the design of the 

building.  The deferred submittal items shall not be installed until the deferred 

submittal documents have been approved by the building official. 

 

E. Upon issuance of a building permit, the Building Official will issue a Building 

Permit representing that a permit has been issued.  The Building Permit shall 

contain the address and legal description of the location, the name of the general 

contractor and a description of the work.  The Building Permit shall be posted on 

the job location at all times during the time the building permit is valid and may 

not be removed until such time that the Building Official issues a final approval.  

The Building Permit shall be posted in front of the building so that it is visible 

from the addressed street or fire lane at all times.  Work may be ordered to stop 

when such Building Permit is not displayed in accordance with this section.  

(Amend Ord 12-020, 4/24/12) 

 

 

Section 4.05.5 Expiration of Commercial Site Plan 

 

 Every Commercial Site Plan approved by the Building Official under the 

provisions of this Building Code shall expire by limitation of time and become null and 

void if the owner, agent or authorized developer has not filed a valid application for a 

building permit within one hundred eighty (180) days from the date of approval of the 

Commercial Site Plan.  An expired Commercial Site Plan must be reviewed as a new 

application before an application for a building permit may be submitted.  (Amend Ord 

09-024, 5/5/09) 
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Section 4.06 Validity of Permit 

 

 The issuance or granting of a permit or acceptance of plans and specifications 

shall not be construed to be a permit for, or an approval of, any violation of any of the 

provisions of this Building Code or any other applicable law.  No permit presuming to 

give authority to violate or cancel the provisions of this Building Code shall be valid, 

except as the work or use, which it authorizes, is lawful.  

 

 The issuance of a permit based upon plans and specifications shall not prevent the 

Building Official from thereafter requiring the correction of errors in said plans and 

specifications or from preventing building operations being carried on thereunder when in 

violation of this Building Code or of any other chapter of the Code of the City of 

Arlington. 

 

 In the event a court of competent jurisdiction determines that lawfully filed deed 

restrictions or lawfully filed real property restrictive covenants on single family 

residential property within the City of Arlington would be violated by the construction 

that is the subject of the permit, such court may restrain or enjoin the Building Official 

from issuing the building permit for a period not to exceed sixty (60) days.  (Amend Ord 

98-141, 10/27/98) 

 

 

Section 4.07 Expiration of Permit 

 

 Every permit issued by the Building Official under the provisions of this Building 

Code shall expire by limitation of time and become null and void if the building or work 

authorized by such permit is not commenced within one hundred eighty (180) days from 

the date of such permit, or if the building or work authorized by such permit is suspended 

or abandoned for a period of one hundred eighty (180) days at any time after the work is 

commenced.  Before such work can be recommenced, a new permit shall be first 

obtained. 

 

 Any permittee holding an unexpired permit may apply in writing for an extension 

of the time within which work may commence under that permit when the permittee is 

unable to commence work within the time required for good and satisfactory reasons.  

The Building Official may extend the time for action by the permittee for a period not 

exceeding one hundred eighty (180) days.  The permittee shall pay a fee for the extension 

of an unexpired permit.  No permit shall be extended more than once. 

 

(Amend Ord 09-024, 5/5/09) 
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Section 4.08 Suspension or Revocation of Permit 

 

A. The Building Official may, in writing, suspend or revoke a permit issued under 

provisions of this Building Code whenever the permit is issued in error or on the 

basis of incorrect information having been supplied, or in violation of any law, 

including any provision of the Code of the City of Arlington.  The Building 

Official may also deny building inspections or new permits to a contractor whose 

business registration with the City of Arlington is not in active status. 

 

B. The Building Official may, in writing, revoke a permit for the construction of a 1- 

and 2-family dwelling issued under provisions of this Building Code whenever the 

completion of the project is delayed beyond a 24 month period if there has not 

been substantial progress made towards completion of the project. 

 

(Amend Ord 09-024, 5/5/09) 

 

 

Section 4.09 Building Permit Fees 

 

 A fee for each permit required by this Building Code and any plan review fees 

shall be set by resolution of the City Council and shall be paid to the Building Official 

prior to the issuance of such permit and review of any plans.  The determination of value 

or valuation hereunder shall be made by said Building Official.  The valuation to be used 

in computing the permit and plan review fees shall be the total value of all construction 

work for which the permit is issued, as well as all finish work, painting, roofing, 

electrical, plumbing, heating, air conditioning, elevators, fire-extinguishing systems and 

any other permanent work or permanent equipment.  All methods of calculation and 

restrictions set forth in Section 5.01 of this Chapter shall apply to said fees. 

 

 Where work for which a permit is required by this Building Code is begun prior to 

obtaining said permit, the specified fees shall be doubled, but the payment of such double 

fee shall not relieve any persons from fully complying with the requirements of this 

Building Code in the execution of the work nor from any other penalties prescribed 

herein. 

 

 

Section 4.10 Plan Review Fees 

 

 When issuance of a permit depends on review and acceptance of drawings 

depicting the proposed work, a plan review fee shall be paid at the time of submitting the 

drawings for review.  The plan review fee shall be nonrefundable.  The building permit 
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application shall not be received until the plan review fee is paid.  The plan review fee 

shall be set from time to time by resolution of the City Council of the City of Arlington.  

(Amend Ord 04-086, 9/21/04) 

 

 

Section 4.11 Expiration of Building Permit Application and Plan Review 

 

 An application for which no building permit is issued within one hundred eighty 

(180) days following the date of application may be voided due to limitation of time, and 

plans submitted for review may thereafter be returned to the applicant or destroyed by the 

Building Official.  The Building Official may extend the time for action on the 

application due to circumstances beyond the control of the applicant which have 

prevented action from being taken.  The application may be extended for an additional 

180 days upon a request in writing submitted to the Building Official.  The application 

may be extended upon approval by the Building Official and payment of the extension fee 

prior to the expiration of the building permit application.  An expired application may 

only be reactivated by the filing of a new application, including plans and fees.  An 

applicant's written request for voluntary withdrawal of the application shall be deemed to 

be the same as an expiration of the application.  (Amend Ord 09-024, 5/5/09) 

 

 

Section 4.11.5 Expiration of Commercial Site Plan Application 

 

A. An application for a Commercial Site Plan that is not approved for permitting 

within one hundred eighty (180) days following the date of application may be 

voided due to limitation of time, and plans submitted for review may thereafter be 

returned to the applicant or destroyed by the Building Official.  The Building 

Official may extend the time for action on the application due to circumstances 

beyond the control of the applicant which have prevented action from being taken.  

The application may be extended for an additional 180 days upon a request in 

writing submitted to the Building Official.  The application may be extended upon 

approval by the Building Official.  An expired application may only be reactivated 

by the filing of a new application, including plans and any fees prior to the 

expiration of the Commercial Site Plan.  An applicant's written request for 

voluntary withdrawal of the application shall be deemed to be the same as an 

expiration of the application. 

 

B. In cases where a building permit has expired due to limitations, a Commercial Site 

Plan will expire 24 months from the date of Commercial Site Plan approval if an 

application for another building permit is not filed. 
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C. In cases where development is phased, a Commercial Site Plan will expire 24 

months from the date of Commercial Site Plan approval if an application for a 

building permit is not filed for all of the undeveloped phases.  (Amend Ord 09-

024, 5/5/09) 

 

 

Section 4.12 Refunds 

 

 There shall be no refund of any plans review fee.  A permit fee may be refunded 

only upon the following:  (Amend Ord 12-020, 4/24/12) 

 

A. When a permit has been issued and no part of the work has commenced, a refund 

of 50% may be authorized.  The refund shall be reduced by any applicable service 

charges; 

 

B. When the permit has been issued through an error on the part of the City of 

Arlington and it is found that the work applied for cannot be allowed, the refund 

shall be made in full; 

 

C. Service charges for refunds shall not exceed the original permit fees; and 

 

D. When the refund is requested in writing within 90 days of the date of payment.  

(Amend Ord 12-020, 4/24/12) 

 

 

Section 4.13 Inspections 

 

A. General.  All construction or work for which a permit is required shall be subject 

to inspection by the Building Official, and certain types of construction may have 

continuous inspection by special inspectors as specified in Section 4.14 below. 

 

 A survey of the lot may be required by the Building Official to verify compliance 

of the structure with approved plans.  It shall be the duty of the permittee to cause 

the work to be accessible and exposed for inspection purposes. 

 

 EXCEPTION:  The owner of a property may choose to contract with a Third 

Party Provider that is properly registered with the City for inspections.  

Inspections performed by Third Party Organizations are subject to the terms of the 

program as authorized by resolution of the City Council of the City of Arlington.  

A Third Party Provider shall not be authorized to grant final approval or grant a 

Certificate of Occupancy.  (Amend Ord 12-020, 4/24/12) 
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B. Approvals Required.  No work shall be done on any part of the building or 

structure beyond the point indicated in each successive inspection without the 

permittee first obtaining the written approval of the Building Official.  Such 

written approval shall be given only after an inspection has been made of each 

successive step in the construction as indicated by each of the Required 

Inspections.  Failure by the permittee to contact the Building Official for any 

required inspection shall be an offense. 

 

 There shall be a final inspection and approval on all buildings when completed 

and ready for occupancy before such occupancy is allowed to occur. 

 

C. Required Inspections.  It shall be the duty of the holder of the building permit or 

their duly authorized agent to notify the building official when work is ready for 

inspection.  It shall be the duty of the permit holder to provide access to and 

means for inspections of such work that are required by this code. 

 

Work shall not be done beyond the point indicated in each successive inspection 

without first obtaining the approval of the building official.  The building official, 

upon notification, shall make the requested inspections and shall either indicate 

the portion of the construction that is satisfactory as completed, or notify the 

permit holder or his or her agent wherein the same fails to comply with this code.  

Any portions that do not comply shall be corrected and such portion shall not be 

covered or concealed until authorized by the building official. 

 

 The Building Official, upon notification from the permit holder or an authorized 

agent, shall make the following inspections and shall either approve that portion 

of the construction as completed or shall notify the permit holder or an authorized 

agent in what respects the same fails to comply with this Building Code: 

 

1. Footing and foundation inspections.  Footing and foundation inspections 

shall be made after excavations for footings are complete and any required 

reinforcing steel is in place.  For concrete foundations, any required forms 

shall be in place prior to inspection.  Materials for the foundation shall be 

on the job, except where concrete is ready mixed in accordance with 

ASTM C 94, the concrete need not be on the job. 

 

2. Concrete slab and under-floor inspection.  Concrete slab and under-floor 

inspections shall be made after in-slab or under-floor reinforcing steel and 

building service equipment, conduit, piping accessories and other ancillary 

equipment items are in place, but before any concrete is placed or floor 

sheathing installed, including any subflooring. 
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3. Lowest floor elevation.  In flood hazard areas, upon placement of the 

lowest floor, including the basement, and prior to further vertical 

construction, the elevation certification required in Section 1612.5 shall be 

submitted to the building official. 

 

4. Frame inspection.  Framing inspections shall be made after the roof deck 

or sheathing, all framing, fireblocking and bracing are in place and pipes, 

chimneys and vents to be concealed are complete and the rough electrical, 

plumbing, heating wires, pipes and ducts are approved. 

 

5. Lath and gypsum board inspection.  Lath and gypsum board inspections 

shall be made after lathing and gypsum board, interior and exterior, is in 

place, but before any plastering is applied or gypsum board joints and 

fasteners are taped and finished. 

 

Exception:  Gypsum board that is not part of a fire-resistance-rated 

assembly or a shear assembly. 

 

6. Fire-resistant penetrations.  Protection of joints and penetrations in fire-

resistance-rated assemblies shall not be concealed from view until 

inspected and approved. 

 

7. Energy efficiency inspections.  Inspections shall be made to determine 

compliance with the energy code and shall include, but not be limited to, 

inspections for:  

 

a. envelope air leakage and insulation installation and R and U 

values; 

 

b. fenestration U values and SHGC values,  

 

c. duct system sealing and insulation R values;  

 

d. HVAC and water-heating equipment efficiency, and  

 

e. Lighting switching and wattage allowances.  

 

8. Other inspections.  In addition to the inspections specified above, the 

building official is authorized to make or require other inspections of any 

construction work to ascertain compliance with the provisions of this code 

and other laws that are enforced by the department of building safety. 

 

9. Special inspections.  For special inspections, see Section 1704 of the IBC. 
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10. Final inspection.  The final inspection shall be made after all work 

required by the building permit is completed. 

 

 In the event a court of competent jurisdiction determines that lawfully filed deed 

restrictions or lawfully filed real property restrictive covenants on single family 

residential property within the City of Arlington would be violated by the 

construction that is the subject of the final inspection, such court may restrain or 

enjoin the Building Official from completing a final inspection for a period not to 

exceed sixty (60) days.  (Amend Ord 12-020, 4/24/12) 

 

D. Other Inspections.  In addition to the required inspections specified in 

Subsection (C) above, the Building Official may make or require any other 

inspections of any construction work to ascertain compliance with the provisions 

of this Building Code and other applicable laws which are enforced by the City of 

Arlington. 

 

 For the purpose of determining compliance with I.B.C., Section 3402 the Building 

Official may cause any structure to be reinspected.  (Amend Ord 12-020, 4/24/12) 

 

E. Reinspections.  A reinspection fee may be assessed for each inspection or 

reinspection when such portion of work for which the inspection is called is not 

complete, when corrections called for are not made, or for failure to provide 

access on the date for which inspection is requested. 

 

 This subsection is not to be interpreted as requiring reinspection fees the first time 

a job is rejected for failure to comply with the requirements of this Building Code, 

but as controlling the practice of permittees calling for inspections before the job 

is ready for such inspection or reinspection.  Reinspection fees shall be paid in 

accordance with the fee schedule resolution adopted by the City Council of the 

City of Arlington pursuant to Section 4.09 above.  In instances where reinspection 

fees have been assessed, additional inspection of the work may be denied until the 

required fees have been paid. 

 

 

Section 4.14 Certificate of Occupancy 

 

A. When required.  No premises, building or structure, except Group R-3 and Group 

U shall be used or occupied until a Certificate of Occupancy has been issued as 

provided herein.  A certificate of occupancy is required when: 

 

1. The initial occupancy of a building or tenant space. 
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2. To change the tenancy or tenant of building or tenant space. 

 

3. To change the name or ownership of a business.  

 

4. To expand a lease space. 

 

5. To acquire a Certificate of Occupancy for a shell building.  A shell 

Certificate of Occupancy shall not permit the use of the structure for any 

purposes.  A shell Certificate of Occupancy is for purposes of utility 

releases for house meters. 

 

6. To “clean and show” a building or tenant space.  A ”clean and show” 

certificate of occupancy shall not permit the use of the structure with the 

exception of cleaning and preparing the building or tenant space for 

showing prospective tenants.  (Amend Ord 12-020, 4/24/12) 

 

B. Change in use.  Changes in the character of occupancy or use of a building shall 

not be made, except as specified in I.E.B.C.  (Amend Ord 18-018, 4/10/18) 

 

C. Certificate Issued.  The Building Official shall issue a Certificate of Occupancy 

upon a finding that the premises complies with the Building Code, provisions of 

the "Zoning" Chapter of the Code and all other applicable development 

regulations of the City of Arlington.  For new structures or when the occupant is 

of a different character of occupancy or use from the previous certificate holder, 

the Building Inspections Division shall make an inspection.  Where no change in 

character of occupancy is proposed for a structure previously granted a Certificate 

of Occupancy, no inspection is necessary unless specifically required by the 

Building Official.  In the event that a tenant space is being altered, enlarged or 

reduced in size, or if the Building Official believes that the previous tenant altered 

the space without benefit of permits, an inspection may be required prior to the 

occupancy.  Other City departments may require inspections prior to the granting 

of a Certificate of Occupancy.  Issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy shall not be 

construed as an approval of a violation of the provisions of this code or of other 

ordinances of the jurisdiction. 

 

 An applicant for a Sexually Oriented Business as required by the Sexually 

Oriented Business Chapter of the City Code must first obtain a Certificate of 

Occupancy for a Sexually Oriented Business from the Building Official.  The 

Building Official shall issue or deny a Certificate of Occupancy to a Sexually 

Oriented Business not more than sixty (60) business days subsequent to the date 

of the applicant’s submission of such application to the Building Official.  Such 

application for a Certificate of Occupancy shall be deemed approved if not 

approved or denied within such time period. 
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 The Certificate of Occupancy shall contain: 

 

 1. The address of the building; 

 

 2. The name of the business located at said premises, building or structure; 

 

 3. The allowable zoning use for which the certificate is issued; 

 

 4. The zoning district in which the use is located; and 

 

 5. Any conditions of the granting of the certificate.  (Amend Ord 12-020, 

4/24/12) 

 

D. Temporary Certificate.  A temporary Certificate of Occupancy may be issued by 

the Building Official for the use of a portion or portions of a building, structure, or 

site prior to the completion of the entire building, structure or site improvements 

but only if that portion or portions can be occupied safely.  The Building Official 

shall set a time period during which the temporary Certificate of Occupancy is 

valid.  (Amend Ord 08-090, 9/30/08) 

 

E. Posting.  The Certificate of Occupancy shall be posted in a conspicuous place on 

the premises and shall not be removed without permission of the Building 

Official. 

 

F. Revocation.  The Building Official may, in writing, suspend or revoke a 

Certificate of Occupancy or a temporary Certificate of Occupancy issued under 

the provisions of this Code whenever the certificate is issued in error, or on the 

basis of incorrect information supplied, or when it is determined that the building 

or structure or portion thereof is in violation of any ordinance or regulation or any 

provision of this Code or other provisions of law.  Upon suspension or revocation 

of a Certificate of Occupancy, the Building Official shall have the authority to 

disconnect, or to order the electricity supply agency to disconnect, all electric 

service to any premises affected by the revoked or suspended Certificate of 

Occupancy.  (Amend Ord 12-020, 4/24/12) 

 

G. Permits, Inspections, Certificates and Approvals for Sexually Oriented 

Businesses.  The provisions of Subsections 4.01 (H), (I) and (J) of the Sexually 

Oriented Business Chapter of the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 1987, 

apply and prevail over any provision of this Construction Chapter with respect to 

the processing of applications, permits, inspections, certificates and approvals 

regarding sexually oriented businesses.  (Amend Ord 03-087, 7/29/03) 
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H. Application Required.  Any person, firm or corporation desiring to initially 

occupy a building or tenant space, to change the tenancy of building or tenant 

space, change the name or ownership of a business, to expand a lease space, to 

clean and show a building or tenant space or to acquire a Certificate of Occupancy 

for a shell building must complete an application and submit to the Building 

Official for review along with the non-refundable application fee as set forth by 

resolution by the City Council.  The application shall contain the following 

information: 

 

1. The address of the application, 

 

2. The proposed business name of the occupant and/or tenant, 

 

3. The proposed use of the building or tenant space, 

 

4. The gross floor area of the proposed use, 

 

5. The individual’s name of the principal or owner of the proposed use of the 

building or lease space, or the name of a presiding officer of a firm, 

corporation, partnership or other business entity of the proposed use of the 

building or lease space, 

 

6. The mailing address (other than location being applied for) of the principal 

or owner, 

 

7. The Texas Driver’s License number or other government issued picture 

identification of the principal or owner, 

 

8. Proof of a State of Texas Limited Sales and Use Tax Certificate with a 

valid City of Arlington business locations for proposed businesses that 

will collect a sales and/or use tax, and 

 

9. Other information as determined necessary for the building official to 

determine that the proposed use satisfies all the development regulations 

of the City of Arlington. 

 

The application shall be submitted and signed by the principal, owner or 

designated agent of the principal or owner and the designated agent’s Texas 

Driver’s License number or other government issued picture identification 

certifying that the applicant is authorized agent so empowered to make the 

application on behalf of the principal or owner and agrees to be subject to the 

same rules of review and approval as the principal or owner.  (Amend Ord 04-

004, 1/13/04) 
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Section 4.14.5 Mobile Food Establishment Certificate of Occupancy 

 

A. It shall be unlawful for a person or entity to own or operate a mobile food 

establishment on private property within the City of Arlington without a valid 

mobile food establishment certificate of occupancy (“MFE-CO”) tied to an 

appropriate certificate of occupancy in an approved underlying land use, or as part 

of a preapproved temporary outdoor event (under Section 13.12, herein).  A 

mobile food establishment is commonly referred to as a “food truck” and shall be 

capable of immediate mobility by use of a licensed motor vehicle.  This definition 

shall include the term “mobile food unit” under state law, including the Texas 

Food Establishment Rules, or its successor statute. 

 

B. The holder of a valid certificate of occupancy granted under Section 4.14 above 

may apply for a MFE-CO to be tied to the underlying certificate of occupancy if 

the existing underlying certificate of occupancy is for one of the following 

nonresidential uses: 

 

1. Restaurant; 

2. Bar; 

3. Microbrewery, microdistillery, and winery; and 

4. Theatre. 

 

C. A MFE-CO may only be approved for a property located in a Downtown Business 

(DB) zoning use district or within a non-residential or mixed-use zoning use 

district located in the Downtown Neighborhood Overlay (DNO).  Said zoning use 

districts are defined in the “Unified Development Code” Chapter of the Arlington 

City Code. 

 

D. An MFE-CO shall only remain valid as long as the corresponding underlying 

certificate of occupancy.  If the underlying certificate of occupancy expires, ceases 

to operate, or is revoked for any reason, the validity of the MFE-CO shall also 

automatically terminate without notice or any further action of the City. 

 

E. An MFE-CO may only be approved for operation on properties that have 

sufficient restroom facilities for their customers within the underlying property 

use, together with the additional customers of the mobile food establishment. 

 

F. It shall be unlawful for any mobile food establishment to operate, park, stand, or 

remain on any public street, alley, or right-of-way unless part of a preapproved 

event sponsored by the City of Arlington. 
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G. It shall be unlawful for any mobile food establishment to operate without a 

current, valid health permit issued by the City of Arlington. 

 

H. The underlying property owner (holder of a MFE-CO) shall be responsible for 

ensuring that any mobile food establishment that operates on the property has a 

valid motor vehicle operator license, valid vehicle registration, proof of vehicle 

liability insurance, and a validly issued Texas Sales Tax Permit. 

 

I. The underlying property owner (holder of a MFE-CO) shall be responsible for 

maintaining a log on a form prescribed by the Department of Community 

Development and Planning.  It shall be unlawful for the holder of a MFE-CO to 

fail to record and maintain on said log the name and contact information of every 

mobile food establishment that has operated on the premises of the underlying 

property owner during the past and the corresponding dates of their operation.  It 

shall be unlawful for the holder of a MFE-CO, or his representative, to fail to 

provide access to said logs upon request by a representative of the City of 

Arlington. 

 

J. It shall be unlawful for a mobile food establishment to operate if the underlying 

certificate of occupancy holder is closed.  If for any reason the underlying 

business must close its doors, all mobile food establishment operations must cease 

immediately. 

 

K. It shall be unlawful for a mobile food establishment to remain on the premises of 

a MFE-CO holder for longer than 24 consecutive hours. 

 

L. It shall be unlawful for a mobile food establishment to operate an electric 

generator on the premises of a MFE-CO holder.  An approved electric line must 

be provided by the MFE-CO holder for use by a mobile food establishment.  

(Amend Ord 17-005, 2/14/17) 

 

 

Section 4.15 Indemnification 

 

 REGISTRANTS UNDER THIS BUILDING CODE SHALL INDEMNIFY, 

WAIVE ALL CLAIMS, RELEASE, DEFEND AND HOLD HARMLESS THE 

CITY OF ARLINGTON AND ALL OF ITS OFFICIALS, OFFICERS, AGENTS, 

EMPLOYEES AND INVITEES, IN BOTH THEIR PUBLIC AND PRIVATE 

CAPACITIES, FROM ANY AND ALL LIABILITY, CLAIMS, SUITS, DEMANDS 

OR CAUSES OF ACTION, INCLUDING ALL EXPENSES OF LITIGATION 

AND/OR SETTLEMENT WHICH ARISE FROM OR RESULT FROM THE 

ISSUANCE AND EXERCISE OF A PERMIT ISSUED HEREUNDER PURSUANT 
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TO AN APPLICATION FROM A REGISTRANT, WHETHER SUCH CLAIMS 

AND/OR DAMAGES ARISE BY REASON OF INJURY OR DEATH OF ANY 

PERSON, OR FOR LOSS OF, DAMAGE TO OR LOSS OF USE OF ANY 

PROPERTY.  SUCH INDEMNITY WILL APPLY WHETHER THE CLAIMS, 

SUITS, LOSSES, DAMAGES, CAUSES OF ACTION OR LIABILITY ARISE IN 

PART FROM THE NEGLIGENCE OF THE CITY OF ARLINGTON OR ANY OF 

ITS OFFICERS, OFFICIALS, AGENTS, EMPLOYEES AND INVITEES IN 

BOTH THEIR PUBLIC AND PRIVATE CAPACITIES WHETHER SUCH 

NEGLIGENCE IS CONTRACTUAL COMPARATIVE NEGLIGENCE, 

CONCURRENT NEGLIGENCE, JOINT NEGLIGENCE, GROSS NEGLIGENCE, 

ACTIVE NEGLIGENCE, PASSIVE NEGLIGENCE OR ANY OTHER FORM OF 

NEGLIGENCE.  (Amend Ord 04-004, 1/13/04) 

 

 

Section 4.16 Permits for Demolition or Relocation 

 

Upon receiving an application for a permit to demolish or relocate a building or 

structure from a person or entity other than a state, city, county or federal government fee 

simple owner, the Building Official shall determine whether the building or structure is 

fifty (50) years old or older, or is situated in a Landmark Preservation Overlay ("LP") 

Zoning District.  If the building or structure is fifty (50) years old or older, or the age of 

the building cannot be ascertained, the Building Official shall notify the applicant of such 

fact, and follow the procedures set out in Subsection A, below. 

 

If the building or structure is situated in a "LP" Overlay District the Building 

Official shall notify the applicant of such fact, and follow the procedures set out in 

Subsection B, below.  If the building or structure is less than fifty (50) years old and is not 

zoned with a "LP" Overlay suffix, the Building Official shall issue a demolition permit if 

all other requirements of the Code are met. 

 

A. Buildings or Structures that are Fifty (50) Years Old or Older, and Buildings or 

Structures of Unknown Age 

 

If the building or structure is fifty (50) years old or older, or the age of the 

building cannot be ascertained, the Building Official shall inform the applicant 

that the Landmark Preservation Commission or City Council must issue a 

Certificate of Demolition or Relocation, or the Municipal Court must issue an 

order before the Building Official may issue the requested permit.  The Building 

Official shall direct the applicant to complete an Application for a Certificate of 

Demolition and Relocation for filing with the Landmark Preservation 

Commission, and forward the application to the Landmark Preservation 

Commission for its review and consideration. 
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Exception:  Compliance with this section is not required upon receipt of an 

application for demolition or relocation for a structure that has been previously 

reviewed by the Landmark Preservation Commission in accordance with this 

chapter. 

 

1. Automatic Stay of Thirty (30) Days.  Demolition or relocation of the 

building or structure shall be automatically stayed for a period of up to 

thirty (30) days from the date of application to allow the Landmark 

Preservation Commission an opportunity to determine whether the 

building or structure is historically significant. 

 

a. If the building or structure is determined to be historically 

significant the Landmark Preservation Commission shall provide 

proper notice and hold a public hearing on the permit application. 

 

b. If the building or structure is determined not to be historically 

significant the Landmark Preservation Commission shall so notify 

the applicant and the Building Official as soon as is reasonably 

practicable.   

 

2. Public Hearing.  Within thirty (30) days of the receipt of a completed 

application for a Certificate of Demolition or Relocation, the Landmark 

Preservation Commission shall hold a public hearing.  Public notice of 

such hearing setting forth the date, time and place scheduled for such 

hearing and the purpose thereof shall be published in a newspaper one 

time at least seven (7) days prior to the date scheduled for such hearing. 

 

3. Certificate Deemed Issued by Lack of Action.  If the Landmark 

Preservation Commission takes no action within thirty (30) days of receipt 

of the completed application, a Certificate of Demolition or Relocation 

shall be deemed issued by the Landmark Preservation Commission. 

 

4. Review.  In evaluating a request for a Certificate of Demolition or 

Relocation, the Landmark Preservation Commission shall consider the 

following:  

 

a. the architectural, cultural, or historical significance of the building 

or structure; 

 

b. the age of the building or structure; 

 



CONSTRUCTION 

4.16 

ARTICLE IV - 30 

(Amend Ord 04-004, 1/13/04) 

c. the state of repair of the building or structure in question, and the 

reasonableness of the cost of restoration and repair; 

 

d. additions, alterations, changes, modifications and updates to the 

exterior architectural features of the building or structure that 

would disqualify it from consideration for registration on the 

National Register of Historic Places;  

 

e. the impact, if any, that delaying the demolition or relocation of the 

building or structure will have; 

 

f. the contribution, if any, the building or structure makes to a 

previously designated and recognized historic district and the 

owner’s or any predecessor owner’s involvement in the formation 

or creation of such a district; 

 

g. the willingness of the applicant to donate or sell the building or 

structure to a third party;  

 

h. the potential usefulness or adaptive reuse of the building or 

structure, including economic usefulness;  

 

i. the potential market or demand for such a building or structure in 

its current condition and location;  

 

j. the purpose that would be served in preserving the building or 

structure; and, 

 

k. all other factors it finds necessary and appropriate to carry out the 

intent of this ordinance.   

 

5. Demolition or Relocation Appropriate.  If the Landmark Preservation 

Commission determines that the building or structure should be 

demolished or removed, the Building Official shall issue a demolition 

permit if all other requirements of the Code are met. 

 

6. Demolition or Relocation Inappropriate.  If the Landmark Preservation 

Commission determines that the building or structure should not be 

demolished, the Landmark Preservation Commission may extend the 

automatic stay for a period of up to thirty (30) additional days.  The 

automatic stay and any additional stay imposed by the Landmark 

Preservation Commission shall not exceed a total of sixty (60) days from 
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the date application for a permit to demolish or relocate a building or 

structure was filed.   

 

7. Stay Extended by City Council.  Prior to the expiration of the stay period 

imposed by the Landmark Preservation Commission, the Landmark 

Preservation Commission may issue a recommendation to the City 

Council requesting that the stay be extended.  After notice to the applicant 

and a public hearing, the City Council may extend the stay upon a finding 

that there are reasonable grounds for preservation as well as a reasonable 

expectation of preserving the building or structure.  It shall be the 

responsibility of the Landmark Preservation Commission and any other 

proponent of extending the stay on a demolition permit application to 

demonstrate to the City Council’s satisfaction that there exist reasonable 

grounds for preservation as well as a reasonable expectation of preserving 

the building or structure.   

 

The City Council may extend the stay on one or more occasions, after 

notice to the applicant and a public hearing, in such increments of time as 

the City Council may determine reasonable.  Any extension of the stay on 

a demolition permit or combination of extensions imposed by the City 

Council under this provision shall not exceed a cumulative total of ninety 

(90) days in duration.  

 

In instances where the City Council imposes an extension of the stay for a 

time period of less than ninety (90) days, the Landmark Preservation 

Commission may request additional extensions of the stay up to a 

cumulative total of ninety (90) days from the City Council.  Any such 

request must be submitted to, and acted upon by, the City Council prior to 

the expiration of any stay period previously imposed by the City Council.  

The Landmark Preservation Commission shall report to City Council 

concerning its efforts to preserve the building or structure as a prerequisite 

to the extension of any stay imposed by the City Council. 

 

In no event shall the stay on a demolition permit and any extensions 

thereto exceed a total of one hundred fifty (150) days from the date the 

application for a permit to demolish or relocate a building or structure was 

filed.  If City Council takes no action on the Landmark Preservation 

Commission’s request for an extension within the original stay period or 

any subsequent extension thereof, a Certificate of Demolition or 

Relocation shall be deemed issued at the expiration of such stay period.  
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8. Appeals.  Appeals from a decision of the Landmark Preservation 

Commission shall be to the City Council.  Such appeals must be filed with 

the Historic Preservation Officer within ten (10) days after the complained 

of decision is made by the Landmark Commission.  Such appeals shall be 

heard by City Council on the next available agenda consistent with the 

requirements of the Texas Open Meetings Act and with due consideration 

for the City Council’s schedule of business. 

 

9. Permit Issuance.  At the end of the stay period and any extension thereof, 

or upon the City Council’s granting an appeal to the Landmark 

Preservation Commission’s determination the Building Official shall issue 

a demolition permit if all other requirements of the Code are met. 

 

B. Buildings or Structures in a Landmark Preservation Overlay ("LP") Zoning 

District 

 

If the building or structure is situated in a "LP" Overlay District the Building 

Official shall inform the applicant that the Landmark Preservation Commission or 

City Council must issue a Certificate of Demolition or Relocation, or the 

Municipal Court must issue an order before the Building Official may issue the 

requested permit.  The Building Official shall direct the applicant to complete an 

Application for a Certificate of Demolition and Relocation for filing with the 

Landmark Preservation Commission, and forward the application to the Landmark 

Preservation Commission for its review and consideration. 

 

The Landmark Preservation Commission or City Council must issue a Certificate 

of Demolition or Relocation, or the Municipal Court must issue an order before 

the Building Official may issue a permit to demolish or relocate a building or 

structure situated in a "LP" Overlay District.  The Certificate of Demolition or 

Relocation process, which must be followed, is set out in Section 9-600 of the 

Zoning Chapter of the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas.  In addition to 

obtaining a Certificate of Demolition or Relocation from the Landmark 

Preservation Commission or City Council the applicant must meet all other 

requirements of the Code before the Building Official shall issue a demolition 

permit. 

 

C. Buildings or Structures that are NOT Located in a Landmark Preservation Overlay 

("LP") Zoning District and which are Less Than Fifty (50) Years Old  

 

If the age of a building or structure can be ascertained and the building is less than 

fifty (50) years old and the building or structure is not zoned with a "LP" Overlay 

suffix the Building Official shall issue a demolition permit if all other 

requirements of the Code are met.  (Amend Ord 04-004, 1/13/04) 
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REQUIRED FEES 
 
 
Section 5.01 Standards 
 
A. The various requirements contained in this Building Code for the payment 

of fees shall correspond to the methods of calculation and restrictions 
contained herein and shall be calculated in accordance with such 
schedules as may from time to time be set by resolution of the City 
Council. 

 
B. The following standards shall apply: 
 
  (1) Calculations for area (square footage) shall be on a gross basis, 

measured from the exterior face of exterior walls; 
 
  (2) Final permit fee calculations shall be carried to the nearest whole 

dollar.  Fractions greater than forty-nine one hundredths (0.49) shall 
be extended upward; 

 
  (3) The Building Official shall designate the applicable method of 

calculation for occupancies; 
 
  (4) The Building Official may approve a mixed calculation method when 

differing occupancy descriptions are applied to various areas within 
a single structure; 

 
  (5) "Valuation" shall be the estimate of the total market value of a 

proposed construction project, including the contractor's overhead 
and profit and other associated owner's costs, but excluding raw 
land costs; and 

 
  (6) When replacement of a contractor occurs during a project, the 

Building Official may  prorate the amount of the building permit fee 
for the new contractor based on said Building Official's 
determination of the percentage of work remaining. 

 
  (7) Except where specifically listed in the resolution adopting fees, no 

building permit fee shall be less than the minimum required plans 
examining fee.  (Amend Ord 89-76, 6/27/89) 

 
 

 ARTICLE V - 1 
 (Amend Ord 89-76, 6/27/89) 
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ARTICLE VI 
 

MANUFACTURED HOUSING AND  
INDUSTRIALIZED HOUSING AND BUILDINGS 

 
 
Section 6.01 Definitions.  The following terms shall have the meanings as set forth in 
this section: 
 
“Building Official” shall mean the legally designated inspection authority of the City or 
his/her authorized representative. 
 
“City” shall mean City of Arlington, Tarrant County, Texas. 
 
“HUD-code manufactured home” shall mean a structure constructed on or after 
June 15, 1976, according to the rules of the United States Department of Housing and 
Urban Development; built on a permanent chassis; designed for use as a dwelling with or 
without a permanent foundation when the structure is connected to the required utilities; 
transportable in one or more sections; and in the traveling mode, at least eight body feet 
in width or at least 40 body feet in length or, when erected on site, at least 320 square 
feet.  
 
HUD-code manufactured home includes the plumbing, heating, air conditioning, and 
electrical systems of the home. 
 
HUD-code manufactured home does not include a recreational vehicle as defined by 24 
C.F.R. Section 3282.8(g).  
 
“Industrialized Housing” shall mean a residential structure that is designed for the 
occupancy of one or more families; constructed in one or more modules or constructed 
using one or more modular components built at a location other than the permanent site; 
and designed to be used as a permanent residential structure when the module or the 
modular component is transported to the permanent site and erected or installed on a 
permanent foundation system. 
 
Industrialized housing includes the structure's plumbing, heating, air conditioning, and 
electrical systems. 
 
Industrialized housing does not include a residential structure that exceeds three stories 
or 49 feet in height; housing constructed of a sectional or panelized system that does not 
use a modular component; or a ready-built home constructed in a manner in which the 
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entire living area is contained in a single unit or section at a temporary location for the 
purpose of selling and moving the home to another location. 
 
“Industrialized Building” shall mean a commercial structure that is constructed in one 
or more modules or constructed using one or more modular components built at a 
location other than the commercial site; and designed to be used as a commercial 
building when the module or the modular component is transported to the commercial 
site and erected or installed. 
 
An industrialized building includes the structure's plumbing, heating, air conditioning, 
and electrical systems. 
 
An industrialized building includes a permanent commercial structure and a commercial 
structure designed to be transported from one commercial site to another commercial site 
but does not include a commercial structure that exceeds three stories or 49 feet in height; 
or a commercial building or structure that is installed in a manner other than on a 
permanent foundation; and either not open to the public; or less than 1,500 square feet in 
total area and used other than as a school or a place of religious worship. 
 
“Manufactured home” or “manufactured housing” shall mean a HUD-code 
manufactured home or a mobile home. 
 
“Mobile home” shall mean a structure constructed before June 15, 1976; built on a 
permanent chassis; designed for use as a dwelling with or without a permanent 
foundation when the structure is connected to the required utilities; transportable in one 
or more sections; and in the traveling mode, at least eight body feet in width or at least 40 
body feet in length or, when erected on site, at least 320 square feet. 
 
Mobile home includes the plumbing, heating, air conditioning, and electrical systems of 
the home. 
 
 
Section 6.02 Permits for Industrialized Housing and Buildings 
 
 To erect or install industrialized housing or industrialized building and before any 
construction may commence a building permit must first be issued in accordance with the 
provisions of Article IV of this chapter.  In addition to the permit requirements of Article 
IV, the building permit application must include: 
 

1. Two (2) complete sets of designs, plans, and specifications bearing the 
Texas Industrialized Building Code Council's stamp of approval for each 
installation of industrialized housing or building. 



CONSTRUCTION 
6.02 

ARTICLE VI - 3 
(Amend Ord 12-020, 4/24/12) 

 
2. Plans that demonstrate that the industrialized building or industrialized 

housing be securely fixed to a permanent foundation. 
 

3. Permit applications for single family or duplex Industrialized Housing 
must include: 

 
a. Documentation verifying that industrialized housing must have a 

value equal to or greater than the median taxable value for each 
single-family dwelling located within 500 feet of the lot on which 
the industrialized housing is proposed to be located, as determined 
by the most recent certified tax appraisal roll for Tarrant county; 

 
b. Plans that demonstrate the exterior siding, roofing, roofing pitch, 

foundation fascia, and fenestration is compatible with the single-
family dwellings located within 500 feet of the lot on which the 
industrialized housing is proposed to be located; 

 
c. Plans that demonstrate compliance with the residential design 

standards, building setbacks, side and rear yard offsets, 
architectural landscaping, square footage, and other zoning and site 
requirements applicable to one- and two-family dwellings; and 

 
d. For purposes of subsection “a” above, “value” means the taxable 

value of the industrialized housing and the lot after installation of 
the housing. 

 
4. The installation of an industrialized building or industrialized housing 

must demonstrate compliance with the all land use and zoning 
requirements, commercial design standards, building setback 
requirements, side and rear yard requirements, and all elements of 
Commercial Site Plan as set forth in Article IV of this chapter.  

 
5. Each industrialized modular section or modular component must bear a 

decal or insignia as approved by the Texas Industrialized Building Code 
Council. 
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Section 6.03 Permits for Manufactured Housing, HUD Code Manufactured Homes 
and Mobile Homes 

 
A. The installation of a mobile home for use as a dwelling is prohibited.  The 

prohibition is prospective and does not apply to a mobile home previously legally 
permitted by and used as a dwelling in the City. 

 
B. Where a manufactured home occupies a lot, the owner of the manufactured home 

may remove the manufactured home from its location and place another 
manufactured home on the same property.  The replacement manufactured home 
must be a newer manufactured home and must be at least as large in living space 
as the prior manufactured home.  This replacement is limited to a one time 
replacement.  Not more than twelve months shall lapse between the time of the 
removal and the time of replacement.  It shall be the owner’s responsibility to 
prove the removal date and the age and size of the removed manufactured home. 

 
C. An owner shall be allowed to replace a manufactured home that has been 

destroyed as a result of a fire or natural disaster.  Not more than twelve months 
shall lapse between the time of the removal and the replacement.  It shall be the 
owner’s responsibility to prove the date of the fire or natural disaster that 
destroyed the manufactured home. 

 
D. An owner shall be granted permission to replace a mobile home by a HUD-code 

manufactured home.  This replacement is limited to a one time replacement.  Not 
more than twelve months shall lapse between the time of the removal and the time 
of replacement.  It shall be the owner’s responsibility to prove the removal date 
and the age of the removed mobile home. 

 
E. To install, replace, place or set up, any manufactured housing and before any 

related site construction may commence a “Manufactured Home Site Placement 
Review” must first be issued in accordance with the permitting provisions of 
Article IV of this chapter.  A “Manufactured Home Site Placement Permit” 
application to replace or place manufactured housing for use as a dwelling shall 
be considered to be granted unless the application is denied in writing 
accompanied by the reasons for the denial not later than the 45th day after the 
completed application is received. 

 
 An application for “Manufactured Home Site Placement Permit” to place 

manufactured housing on any site is subject to the following: 
 
1. The scope of the “Manufactured Home Site Placement Permit” shall 

include: 
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(Amend Ord 12-020, 4/24/12) 

 
a. General site preparation work for other than the localized site and 

foundation preparation for the manufactured housing unit, 
 

b. Site electrical work and connection to the manufactured housing 
unit, 
 

c. Installation of air conditioning equipment at the site and 
connection to the manufactured housing unit, 

 
d. The connection to water and sewer services at the site and 

connection to the manufactured housing unit, 
 

e. The installation of skirting around and connection to the 
manufactured housing unit if that cost is excluded from the 
installers cost, 
 

f. The setbacks from property lines, 
 

g. The surface improvement of the drive approaches and internal 
driveways, 
 

h. The setback from any future rights of way based on the 
thoroughfare development plan, 
 

i. The location of the manufactured housing in regard to easements, 
and 
 

j. The location of the manufactured in regard to flood plain hazards. 
 

2. The scope of the “Manufactured Home Site Placement Permit” shall not 
include the installation of the manufactured housing unit which includes 
the immediate site preparation of the manufactured housing unit(s), the 
foundation system, the joining/connection of the manufactured housing 
units, placement of the manufactured home on the foundation, and the 
installation of steps or legally compliant ramps to any exterior door that 
will be 12 inches or more above ground level. 

 
3. The transporting and installation of the manufactured housing unit(s) must 

be performed by a retailer or installer that is licensed by the Texas 
Department of Housing & Community Affairs, Manufacture Housing 
Division. 
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4. The “Manufactured Home Site Placement Permit” may only be issued to a 

retailer or installer that is licensed by the Texas Department of Housing & 
Community Affairs, Manufacture Housing Division. 

 
5. Upon application for the “Manufactured Home Site Placement Permit” the 

owner must pay a fee as established by resolution of the City Council. 
 
6. The placement or replacement of the manufactured home is subject to 

inspections as required by the building official. 
 
 
Section 6.04 Electronic documents required 
 
 Final plans or other documents that will be archived must be submitted in an 
electronic format specified by the Director of Community Development and Planning 
(“CDP Director”) as a condition to issuance of any type of permit, approval, or other 
action related to the final plans or documents.  The City may provide an electronic 
conversion service for a fee in the amount set forth by City Council resolution.  The CDP 
Director shall provide a schedule indicating which documents must be provided 
electronically, at which point during the approval process, and other information as 
necessary to implement an electronic archiving program.  (Amend Ord 12-020, 4/24/12) 
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ARTICLE VII 
 

SIGNS 
 
 
Section 7.01 Permits Required 
 
A. No sign shall hereafter be erected, constructed, 

altered or maintained except as provided in this 
Building Code until a permit for the same has been 
issued by the Building Official and a permit fee paid 
as hereinafter provided. 

 
B. No sign permit shall be issued and no sign erected 

unless and until the applicant has complied with the 
requirements of registration described in Article IV of 
this Chapter and has paid the appropriate fee therefor. 

 
 
Section 7.02 Identification of Signs 
 
 Every sign hereafter erected, constructed or maintained 
for which a permit is required shall be plainly marked with 
the name of the person, firm or corporation erecting and 
maintaining such sign.  (Amend Ord 96-93, 7/2/96) 
 
 
Section 7.03 Unsafe Signs 
 
 Should any sign become insecure or in danger of falling 
or otherwise become unsafe in the opinion of the Building 
Official, the owner thereof or the person or firm 
maintaining the same shall, upon written notice from said 
Building Official, immediately in the case of immediate 
danger and in any case within ten (10) days of the date of 
such notice, either secure the same in a manner to be 
approved by the Building Official in conformity with the 
provisions of this Building Code or remove such sign.  If 
such order is not complied with within ten (10) days, the 
Building Official shall remove such sign at the expense of 
the owner or lessee thereof. 
 
 
Section 7.04 Maintenance 
 
 All signs for which a permit is required, together with 
all their supports, braces, guys and anchors, shall be kept 
in good repair.  The Building Official may order the removal 
of any sign that is not maintained in accordance with the 

ARTICLE VII - 1 
(Amend Ord 96-93, 7/2/96) 
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provisions of this Section.  Such removal shall be accom-
plished at the expense of the owner or lessee.  (Amend Ord 
96-93, 7/2/96) 
 
 
Section 7.05 Unlawful Signs 
 
A. A sign, which is installed, erected or constructed in 

violation of any Chapter of the Code of the City of 
Arlington, is hereby declared to be a nuisance.  (Amend 
Ord 98-141, 10/27/98) 

 
B. The Building Official may abate an unlawful sign in ac-

cordance with the procedures set forth in Sections 4.03 
and 4.04 of the "Nuisances" Chapter. 

 
C. The Building Official may remove and dispose of any 

sign which is in violation of Subsections 7.06(E) or 
(F), without prior notice to the owner of such sign.  
(Amend Ord 94-03, 1/4/94) 

 
 
Section 7.06 Location Restrictions 
 
 Except where authorized elsewhere in the City Code, no 
sign shall be erected, constructed or maintained:  (Amend 
Ord 96-93, 7/2/96) 
 
A. In violation of any provision of the "Zoning" Chapter 

of the Code of the City of Arlington, or any other 
Chapter of said Code which pertains to the sign's 
location or manner of construction; 

 
B. So as to obstruct any fire escape, window, door or 

other opening used as a means of egress or as legally 
required ventilation; 

 
C. On or attached to a fire escape; 
 
D. On or attached to any door or window casing; 
 
E. On or over any street, alley, park, light standard, 

utility pole, fire hydrant or other object or structure 
situated on public property:  provided, however, that 
this provision shall not be construed as prohibiting 
the erection of signs by the City of Arlington for the 
purpose of identification, direction or information 
concerning traffic control; 

 

ARTICLE VII - 2 
(Amend Ord 98-141, 10/27/98) 
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(Amend Ord 10-009, 1/12/10) 

F. With any structural support thereof on or within any 
street right-of-way, parkway, alley, public sidewalk, 
park or other public property; or 

 
G. So as to project into any area within twenty-four 

inches (24") of the back of the street curb or edge of 
a roadway. 

 
 
Section 7.07 Structural Requirements 
 
A. Design and Stress Diagrams Required.  Before a sign 

permit shall be granted, the applicant therefor shall 
submit to the Building Official a design and stress 
diagram or plan containing information as to the type, 
size, shape, location, construction and materials of 
the proposed sign, and such other pertinent information 
as the Building Official may deem necessary to 
determine that such sign complies with this Building 
Code and all other pertinent laws.  Final plans or 
other documents that will be archived must be submitted 
in an electronic format specified by the Director of 
Community Development and Planning ("CDP Director") as 
a condition to issuance of any type of permit, 
approval, or other action related to the final plans or 
documents.  The City may provide an electronic 
conversion service for a fee in the amount set forth by 
City Council resolution.  The CDP Director shall 
provide a schedule indicating which documents must be 
provided electronically, at which point during the 
approval process, and other information as necessary to 
implement an electronic archiving program.  (Amend Ord 
10-009, 1/12/10) 

 
B. Wind Pressure.  In the design and erection of all 

signs, the effect of wind shall be carefully 
considered.  All signs shall be so constructed as to 
withstand wind pressure as specified in I.B.C., Section 
1609. 

 
C. Working Stresses. 
 
 (1) In any sign construction, the allowable working 

stresses shall conform to the requirements of 
I.B.C., Section 1604. 

 
 (2) The allowable working stresses for steel and wood 

shall be calculated in accordance with the pro-
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ARTICLE VII - 4 
(Amend Ord 02-020, 2/5/02) 

visions of I.B.C., Sections 2204 and 2304 - 2306, 
respectively. 

 
 (3) The working strength of chains, cables, guys or 

steel rods shall not exceed one-fifth (1/5) of the 
ultimate strength of such chains, cables, guys or 
steel rods.  (Amend Ord 02-020, 2/5/02) 

 
 
Section 7.08 Use of Plastic Materials 
 
 Other provisions of this Building Code notwithstanding, 
plastic materials which burn at a rate no faster than 2.5 
inches per minute (64mm/s) when tested in accordance with 
ASTM D 635 shall be deemed approved plastics and may be used 
as the display surface material and for the letters, 
decorations and facings on signs and their structures.  
(Amend Ord 02-020, 2/5/02) 
 
 
Section 7.09 Presumption - Violations In or On Public 

Property 
 
A. If any sign of any nature is erected, constructed or 

maintained in violation of Section 7.06 (E) or (F), in-
cluding but not limited to garage sales, neighborhood 
sales, moving services, baby-sitting services, house-
keeping services, lawn care services or any other type 
of service or sales: 

 
 1. When the name of any person appears on such a 

sign, it shall be prima facie evidence that the 
person so named is responsible for the offense of 
erecting, constructing or maintaining said sign, 
and that person shall be guilty of a misdemeanor; 

 
 2. When any address appears on such sign, it shall be 

prima facie evidence that the record property 
owner at the address so specified is responsible 
for the offense of erecting, constructing or main-
taining said sign, and that person shall be guilty 
of a misdemeanor; and 

 
 3. In the event that such a sign contains no identi-

fying information other than a telephone number, 
such information shall be prima facie evidence 
that the record property owner at the address so 
specified is responsible for the offense of erect-
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ing, constructing or maintaining said sign, and 
that person shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

 
B. Proof establishing a prima facie case based on name, 

address or telephone number may be made as follows: 
 
 1. Name - An authenticated photograph of the sign 

showing the name of the person allegedly responsi-
ble, or the sign itself. 

 
 2. Address - A certified copy of that section of the 

most recent tax roll which shows the name and ad-
dress of the record property owner and an authen-
ticated photograph of the sign or the sign itself. 

 
 3. Telephone Number - An authenticated photograph of 

the sign or the sign itself, showing the telephone 
number, and a copy of the most recent telephone 
directory showing the listing, or a letter or 
other document from the telephone company showing 
the listed person and address at that telephone 
number.  (Amend Ord 94-03, 1/4/94) 

 
 
Section 7.10 Temporary Signs Near Polling Places 
 
A. No temporary sign shall be placed, erected, constructed 

or maintained at a size greater than six (6) square 
feet in the area within the property lines of the 
property in which a polling place is located during the 
voting period, except as otherwise provided by state 
law.  "Voting period" means the period beginning when a 
poll opens for early voting and election day voting and 
ending when the poll closes or the last voter has 
voted, whichever is later.  (Amend Ord 08-090, 9/30/08) 

 
B. Signs shall not be located in City right-of-way. 
 
C. Temporary signs need not comply with the provisions of 

Section 7.07 of this Chapter. (Amend Ord 95-18, 
2/14/95) 

 
 

ARTICLE VII - 5 
(Amend Ord 08-090, 9/30/08) 
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ARTICLE VIII 
 

SIDEWALKS, CURBS AND DRIVEWAYS 
 
 
Section 8.01 Registration 
 
 Registration shall be required of anyone in the business of laying, 
constructing, building, rebuilding or repairing any length of sidewalk, curb, street 
gutter or driveway on any public right-of-way within the City of Arlington unless 
such work is done pursuant to a contract executed with said City.  An applicant 
for registration shall comply with the requirements for registration as described in 
Section 4.01 above. 
 
 
Section 8.02 Permits 
 
A. Permit Required.  No work described in Section 8.01 above shall proceed 

in any measure until a permit to do such work has been issued by the 
Building Official, unless such work is done pursuant to a contract executed 
with the City of Arlington. 

 
B. To Whom Issued.  A permit for such work shall only be issued to a person, 

firm or corporation duly registered for that work as provided in Section 
8.01 above, except as approved by the Director of Capital Improvements. 

 
C. Permit Application.  An application for a permit to perform the work 

described in Section 8.01 above shall be submitted to the Building Official.  
The application shall include the required information set out in Article IV 
above. 

 
D. Permit Issued.  When, in the opinion of the Building Official, the data 

submitted in the application for the permit sufficiently defines the proposed 
work, and when the appropriate fee has been paid, the permit shall be 
issued. 

 
 
Section 8.03 Performance 
 
 All work permitted under this Article shall be inspected for approval by the 
Building Official, and it shall be an offense for any permittee to fail to contact said 
Building Official for such inspection upon completion of the work.  All such work 
shall conform to all applicable provisions of the Code of the City of Arlington.  
(Amend Ord 89-76, 6/27/89)  
 

 ARTICLE VIII - 1 
 (Amend Ord 89-76, 6/27/89) 



CONSTRUCTION 
9.01 

ARTICLE IX 
 

FENCES 
 
 
Section 9.01 Barbed Wire Fence 
 
 It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, corporation 
or agent or employee thereof to build, erect, keep, 
maintain, permit or allow to be built, erected, kept or 
maintained, any barbed or razor wire fence on or around any 
property or premises owned or controlled by such person, 
firm or corporation within the corporate limits of the City 
of Arlington:  provided, however, that any fence, including 
topgrade construction barbed or razor wire, the lowest 
strand of which is not less than six and one-half feet (6½') 
above the ground level, shall be permitted.  (Amend Ord 96-
93, 7/2/96) 
 
 
Section 9.02 Enclosure of Swimming Pools, Spas and Hot 

Tubs 
 
A. The following are required to comply with the most 

current edition of the Pool Yard Enclosure Require-
ments, Texas Health and Safety Code: 

 
 1. A pool owned, controlled, or maintained by the 

owner of a multi-unit rental complex or by a 
property owners association; and 

 
 2. Doors and windows of rental dwellings opening into 

the pool of a multi-unit rental complex or 
condominium, cooperative, or a townhome project. 

 
B. Construction Requirements For Existing Swimming Pools
 
 1. Every outdoor swimming pool, spa and hot tub shall 

be completely enclosed by a fence or wall at least 
forty-eight inches (48") above grade measured on 
the side of the fence or wall which faces away 
from the swimming pool. 

 
 2. Every fence or wall required by this Section shall 

be constructed so that it contains no openings, 
holes or gaps, except doors or gates, which will 
allow the passage of a sphere four inches (4") in 
diameter. 

 

ARTICLE IX - 1 
(Amend Ord 96-93, 7/2/96) 
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 3. Every door or gate that forms a part of a fence or 
wall required by this Section shall be constructed 
so that it contains no openings, holes or gaps 
which will allow the passage of a sphere four 
inches (4") in diameter. 

 
 4. A building may be used as part of a fence or wall 

required by this Section.  No door of such build-
ing shall open directly into the enclosed area 
except as herein provided. 

 
 5. It is an exception to Subsection (A)(4) that the 

door: 
 
  a. Provides the only access into a nonhabitable 

storage or equipment room or building; or 
 
  b. Is to a single-family dwelling and is in com-

pliance with Subsection (B). 
 
C. Self-closing and Self-latching Devices on Existing 

Swimming Pools 
 
 1. All gates or doors opening into the enclosed area 

shall be equipped with a self-closing and self-
latching device for keeping the gate or door se-
curely closed at all times when not in actual use. 

 
 2. The application of this subsection shall not in-

clude sliding glass doors. 
 
 3. It is an exception to this subsection that the 

door or gate provides the only access into a non-
habitable storage or equipment room or building. 

 
D. Application of Requirements
 
 1. The requirements of Subsections (B) or (C) shall 

be applicable to all outdoor swimming pools, spas 
and hot tubs constructed or installed prior to the 
adoption of the 1991 U.B.C. in Article I of this 
Chapter and which have a depth capacity of 
eighteen inches (18") or more of fluid at any 
point, whether actually containing a fluid or 
empty. 

 
 2. Outdoor swimming pools, spas and hot tubs, whose 

construction or installation was completed prior 

ARTICLE IX - 2 
(Amend Ord 96-93, 7/2/96) 
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  to May 1, 1990, and which are located at occu-
pancies other than hotels, motels, lodges and 
apartment houses, shall not be subject to the 
provisions of this ordinance requiring doors to a 
building that forms part of an enclosure to be 
equipped with self-closing and self-latching 
devices. 

 
E. Modifications
 
 The Building Code Board of Appeals may make 

modifications in individual cases, upon a showing of 
good cause, with respect to the height, nature of 
location of the fence, wall, gates or latches, or the 
necessity therefor, provided the protection as sought 
hereunder or by Appendix G of the 2000 I.R.C. is not 
reduced thereby.  Said Board may permit other 
protection devices or structures to be used so long as 
the degree of protection afforded by the substitute 
devices or structures is not less than the protection 
afforded by the substitute fence, gates and latch 
described herein, or in Appendix G of the 2000 I.R.C. 
as applicable.  (Amend Ord 02-020, 2/5/02) 

 
F. Definition
 
 The terms "swimming pool", "spa" and "hot tub" as used 

herein, shall mean an artificial or semi-artificial 
receptacle or container designed to contain fluid, 
whether actually containing a fluid or not, which is 
either temporarily or permanently located outdoors, and 
is used or intended to be used for public, semi-public 
or private human use involving submersion of all or 
part of the body, whether or not a fee is paid for such 
use.  Such use may include, but is not limited to, 
swimming, wading, soaking, floating or recreational 
bathing by any number of persons.  These terms do not 
apply to a receptacle or container that is located 
outdoors and is not used or intended to be used for 
public, semi-public or private human use involving 
submersion of all or part of the body, such as 
fountains and reflections pools. 

 
G. Offense
 
 1. It is an offense if a person owns, occupies, 

maintains or is in charge of premises that are in 
violation of this Section. 

 

ARTICLE IX - 3 
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 2. There shall be no requirement of a culpable mental 
state for a violation of this Section or Appendix 
G, 2000 I.R.C.  (Amend Ord 02-020, 2/5/02) 

 

ARTICLE IX - 4 
(Amend Ord 02-020, 2/5/02) 
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ARTICLE X 
 

EMERGENCY LOCATOR DIRECTORY 
 
 
Section 10.01 Purpose 
 
 The provisions of this Article are enacted for the 
purpose of avoiding delay to police, fire, ambulance and 
other emergency personnel in locating and responding to 
calls at individual living units within large multi-unit 
residential complexes in the City of Arlington, in order to 
insure the health, safety, morals and general welfare of the 
public. 
 
 
Section 10.02 Filing of Information Required 
 
 The owner, manager or person in control of any 
apartment or other building or building complex designed or 
used for an occupancy of ten (10) or more dwelling units at 
the same location shall file in the office of the Building 
Official the information required in Section 10.04 below, 
which shall be compiled and maintained by the Building 
Official in an emergency locator directory.  Allowing the 
continued use and operation of said premises after the time 
specified in Section 10.03 below has elapsed without the 
filing or updating of such information shall be an offense. 
 
 
Section 10.03 Time of Filing 
 
A. Existing Structures.  The owner, manager or person in 

control of any apartment or other building or building 
complex containing ten (10) or more dwelling units at 
the same location which are in existence and occupied 
under a valid Certificate of Occupancy on the effective 
date of this Article shall comply with the terms of 
this Article within ninety (90) days after said 
effective date. 

 
B. New Construction, Alterations or Additions.  The owner, 

manager or person in control of any apartment or other 
building or building complex which may, after the 
effective date of this Article, be constructed, 
altered, enlarged or expanded so as to contain ten (10) 
or more dwelling units at the same location shall 
comply with the terms of this Article as a condition 
precedent to approval following the final inspection 

ARTICLE X - 1 
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and/or issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy by the 
Building Official for all or any part of said premises.  
Compliance with this Article shall be deemed to mean 
the filing of the information herein required with 
regard to all dwelling units at the same location, 
regardless of whether all such units constitute the 
subject of the final inspection or Certificate of 
Occupancy being sought. 

 
C. Changes in Information.  In the event that any of the 

information required by Section 10.04 below changes or 
is rendered incomplete or inaccurate, it shall be the 
duty of the owner, manager or person in control of the 
premises involved to submit to the Building Official a 
written statement indicating the correct information in 
order that the emergency locator directory shall be 
maintained factually correct at all times.  Failure to 
update said information within ten (10) days of the 
change shall be an offense. 

 
 
Section 10.04 Information Required 
 
A. The information required to be filed with the Building 

Official by Section 10.02 above shall include a site 
map drawn to a scale designated by the Building 
Official showing the designation and location of the 
following:  buildings; the number or letter designation 
of said buildings, if any; internal street and driveway 
patterns; parking areas; access ways to interior 
courts; exterior stairways; dwelling units and their 
exterior doorways; the number or letter designation of 
said units; utility controls; and such other pertinent 
information as the Building Official may deem 
necessary.  The Building Official shall provide 
appropriate forms for the compiling of said information 
and shall prescribe the manner of submitting the same. 

 
B. Final plans or other documents that will be archived 

must be submitted in an electronic format specified by 
the Director of Community Development and Planning 
("CDP Director") as a condition to issuance of any type 
of permit, approval, or other action related to the 
final plans or documents.  The City may provide an 
electronic conversion service for a fee in the amount 
set forth by City Council resolution.  The CDP Director 
shall provide a schedule indicating which documents 
must be provided electronically, at which point during 
the approval process, and other information as 
necessary to implement an electronic archiving program.  
(Amend Ord 10-009, 1/12/10) 

ARTICLE X - 2 
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 ARTICLE XI 
 

TEMPORARY OCCUPANCY OF STREETS 
 
 
Section 11.01 General 
 
A. Permit.  Any person desiring to temporarily occupy any portion of any 

public street, alley, sidewalk or public right-of-way within the City of 
Arlington for: 

 
  (1) the purpose of placing thereon material or debris for or from 

building operations; 
 
  (2) any excavation of any area under such street, alley or sidewalk; or  
 
  (3) any purpose whatsoever connected with the erection, removal, 

alteration or repair of any building or other structure;  
 
 shall apply to the Building Official for a permit under Article IV above for 

such temporary occupation.  Such permit shall not be issued unless the 
applicant therefor shall have first presented a valid building permit issued 
by the Building Official for adjacent premises. 

 
 It shall be unlawful to occupy or obstruct any such street, alley, sidewalk 

or public right-of-way without such a permit conditioned that the permittee 
will:  discharge all claims of every character arising from or occasioned by 
such occupancy, the construction or repair of such building or the making 
of such excavation; and discharge all judgments obtained, together with all 
costs attached thereto, against the City by reason of any such claim, injury 
or damage sustained. 

 
 Every person, firm or corporation carrying on any such excavation or 

building operation shall keep all streets, alleys, sidewalks and public 
rights-of-way adjacent to such excavations or building operations in a 
clean and orderly condition and free from obstructions not allowed by this 
Article during such operations.  At the expiration of the time stipulated in 
the permit, the permittee shall have restored all such streets, alleys, 
sidewalks and public rights-of-way to as good condition as they were 
before the beginning of such operations.   

 
B. Requisites of Permit.  Permits for temporary street occupancy shall be 

issued by the Building Official, shall be in writing and shall be for such a 
period of time, not to exceed ninety (90) days, as the Building  
Official may deem expedient:  provided, however, that such time may be 
extended by the Building Official based on evidence supporting a request 
for such extension.  The Building Official may consult with other depart-
ments of the City of Arlington which may be affected by or interested in the 
permit, and shall specify in each permit issued the extent of street, side-

 ARTICLE XI - 1 
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walk, alley or public right-of-way allowed to be obstructed, the manner of 
barricade system that is to be provided and any reasonable restrictions 
deemed necessary by the Building Official.  If refusing a permit 
application, the Building Official shall notify the applicant for the permit as 
to the reason the permit is not to be granted and such temporary 
occupancy not allowed. 

 
C. Fee.  The appropriate fee for temporary occupancy set in accordance with 

Section 4.09 above shall be required along with submission of the permit 
application to the Building Official.  (Amend Ord 89-76, 6/27/89) 

 
 

ARTICLE XI - 2 
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ARTICLE XII 
 

SANITARY FACILITIES 
 
 
Section 12.01 Sanitary Sewer Connection During Construction 
 
 Adequate sanitary facilities for the convenience of all 
construction personnel shall be provided by the contractor 
during any construction performed in the City of Arlington.  
These facilities shall be kept in a clean and sanitary 
condition throughout the duration of the work.  The 
temporary sanitary facilities shall be enclosed, screened, 
weatherproofed and connected to a sewer.  Upon removal of 
the temporary facilities, the sewer connection shall be 
removed and suitably capped.  (Amend Ord 96-93, 7/2/96) 
 
 
Section 12.02 Alternative Sanitary Facilities During Con-

struction 
 
 In lieu of connecting to a sewer, the temporary 
facility required by this Article may be a portable, 
enclosed, chemically treated, tank-tight unit as approved by 
the Building Official.  (Amend Ord 89-76, 6/27/89) 
 
 

ARTICLE XII - 1 
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(Amend Ord 11-001, 1/4/11) 

ARTICLE XIII 

 

TEMPORARY OUTDOOR EVENTS 

 

 

Section 13.01 Purpose  

 

 The purpose of this Chapter is to promote the health, safety, and welfare of City of 

Arlington citizens and visitors by addressing issues that occur when private property is 

used for temporary outdoor events.   

 

 

Section 13.02 Definitions 

 

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this Ordinance, shall have 

the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a 

different meaning: 

 

Administrator.  The Building Official or other designee of the City Manager charged 

with the administration and enforcement of this Article. 

 

Amplified Sound.  Music, speech or sound projected or transmitted by artificial means, 

including but not limited to amplifiers, loud speakers or any similar devices that emit 

sound distinctly discernible beyond the property line of the premises where the equipment 

is located. 

 

Appeal Officer.  The Director of Community Development and Planning or other 

designee of the City Manager charged with hearing appeals related to the enforcement of 

this Article. 

 

Applicant.  A person or its authorized agent that applies for a temporary outdoor event 

permit. 

 

Non-Seasonal Temporary Outdoor Event.  A temporary outdoor event that occurs 

independently of a particular season of the calendar year, including but not limited to: 

events related to religious institutions, schools, or other non-profit organizations. 

 

Person.  An individual, proprietorship, partnership, corporation, association, or other 

legal entity. 
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Seasonal temporary outdoor event.  A temporary outdoor event occurring at or 

dependent on a particular season or holiday of the calendar year, including but not limited 

to: pumpkin stands, firewood sales, and Christmas tree lots. 

 

Temporary outdoor event.  Any activity not located within a permanent structure 

involving amplified sound; erection of tents; or sales of merchandise, goods or food and 

beverage; or similar activity. 

 

 

Section 13.03 General Authority and Duty of the Administrator 

 

 The Administrator shall implement and enforce this Chapter.  

 

 

Section 13.04 Permit Required 

 

A.  No person or applicant may direct, control or participate in the production of a 

temporary outdoor event unless a valid permit for the event has been issued as 

provided in this Article.  

 

B.  No person or applicant may direct, control or participate in the production of 

temporary outdoor event in violation of the terms and conditions of a valid permit 

issued in accordance with this Article.  

 

C.  Nothing contained herein shall be construed as relieving an applicant from duties 

or permits required by other provisions of the Code of the City of Arlington, 

including, but not limited to, ordinances regulating the sale of food and beverage 

or closure of streets and the obtaining of permits and payment of fees.  (Amend 

Ord 17-005, 2/14/17) 

 

 

Section 13.05 Application for Permit 

 

A. A person desiring to hold a temporary outdoor event shall file a written permit 

application with the Administrator. 

 

B. The application must be filed at least forty-five (45) days before the day the 

temporary outdoor event is to be held.  Failure to meet the filing requirement may 

result in denial of the application.  This requirement may be waived by the 

Administrator if all other conditions of this Article are met. 
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C. The Administrator may require submittal of the following: 

 

 1. The name, telephone numbers and address of the applicant and the names, 

addresses, and telephone numbers of all associates and employees of the 

applicant assisting in the promotion of the temporary outdoor event. 

 

 2. A description and the address of the premises where the temporary outdoor 

event is to be held. 

 

 3. The name and address of the owner of the premises where the temporary 

outdoor event is to be held and a letter of permission from the owner 

whereby the applicant is authorized to use the location. 

 

 4. A letter from the owner(s) of the premises acknowledging responsibility 

for cleaning up the property and surrounding rights-of-way as may be 

applicable, including charges assessed by the City for expenses incurred by 

the City.  A bond for clean up may be required by the City.  The owner 

shall provide an address and telephone numbers where he or she may be 

contacted. 

 

 5. The dates and times that the temporary outdoor event is to be held, 

including any setup or takedown time for tents, booths, tables, stages, 

bandstands, platforms or other temporary structures. 

 

 6. The maximum number of persons that the applicant will allow to attend 

the temporary outdoor event and a statement showing how the applicant 

plans to control the number of persons in attendance at the temporary 

outdoor event. 

 

 7. A detailed statement describing the applicant's preparations for the 

temporary outdoor event designed to comply with the minimum standards 

of sanitation and health protection measures required by V.T.C.A., Health 

and Safety Code, Chapter 341, to include but not be limited to restrooms, 

gratis drinking water and shade structures.  In addition, provisions for 

emergency medical and health care services may be required by the City. 

 

 8. A detailed statement describing the applicant's preparations for the 

temporary outdoor event designed to comply with the standards for a 

Certificate of Occupancy and all other requirements of the applicable 

Chapters of the Code of the City of Arlington, including but not limited to 

the provisions of the "Fire Prevention" and "Zoning" Chapters of said 

Code. 
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 9. A complete listing of similar temporary outdoor events the applicant has 

received permits for in the past three (3) years, including the date, time, 

and location of each. 

 

 10. Any other information to determine whether the event will jeopardize the 

health, safety, and welfare of City of Arlington citizens and visitors. 

 

D. The required filing fee set in accordance with Section 4.09 above must be 

submitted with the application.  The fee shall be nonrefundable. 

 

 

Section 13.06 Application Review Procedure 

 

A. The application for a permit under this Article shall be reviewed by the 

Administrator.  Such application may also be reviewed by other departments of 

the City to check compliance with the laws and ordinances under their 

jurisdiction. 

 

B. Reviewing departments may make a written report to the Administrator.  The 

report shall state whether the preparations described in the application, if carried 

out, would be sufficient to protect the community and the persons attending the 

temporary outdoor event from health dangers, public safety and traffic control 

hazards, and to avoid violations of V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code, Chapter 

341. 

 

 

Section 13.07 Conditions for Permit 

 

A. The following conditions and restrictions shall apply to all temporary outdoor 

events: 

 

1. Temporary outdoor sale or distribution of merchandise, goods or food and 

beverage shall only be conducted by the existing occupants of existing 

businesses on the property where the sales will be held.  The merchandise, 

goods or food and beverage sold or distributed shall be limited to those 

items sold or distributed in the ordinary course of business at the location 

for which a Certificate of Occupancy has been issued. 

 

2. The Administrator may impose restrictions on any activity that appears 

likely to create a risk of unreasonable harm to the public including the 
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following: fires; fireworks; amplified sound; the use of alcoholic 

beverages; dancing; sports; the use of animals, equipment or vehicles; the 

number of persons to be present; or the location of any bandstand, 

platform, tent or stage. 

 

3. If an event takes place on public property, including street right-of-way, 

the applicant shall carry a minimum of $500,000 per occurrence in 

commercial general liability insurance naming the City of Arlington, their 

officers, agents, and employees as additional insured for claims occurring 

in City rights-of-way.  The applicant shall also pay a reasonable deposit of 

Security or provide a bond for the repair of any damage to City of 

Arlington property, the cost of cleanup, or both when so determined by the 

City.   

 

4. The applicant shall furnish additional sanitary and refuse facilities that 

might be reasonably necessary based on the use or activity for which the 

permit is being sought. 

 

5. Any tents, booths, tables, stages, bandstands, platforms or other temporary 

structures must be set back from the street curb by a minimum of twenty 

(20) feet, and must be within fifty (50) feet of the business front facade.   

 

6. The number of temporary outdoor events that can be held by one applicant 

is limited to eighteen (18) per calendar year.  The Administrator may allow 

an applicant to host additional temporary outdoor events if the event 

complies with this Article and does not jeopardize the health, safety, and 

welfare of the public. 

 

B. In addition to the requirements in Subsection (A) above, the following conditions 

and restrictions shall apply to all seasonal temporary outdoor events: 

 

1. The duration of the permit shall be for a period not exceeding forty (40) 

days prior to the event and two days after the event. 

 

2. Tents, booths, tables, stages, bandstands, platforms or other temporary 

structures shall not be erected in any easements, fire lanes or required 

parking spaces. 

 

C. In addition to the requirements in Subsection (A) above, the following conditions 

and restrictions shall apply to all non-seasonal temporary outdoor events: 

 



CONSTRUCTION 

13.07 

ARTICLE XIII - 6 

(Amend Ord 11-001, 1/4/11) 

1. The duration of the permit shall be limited to seventy-two (72) consecutive 

hours.  

 

2. Tents, booths, tables, stages, bandstands, platforms or other temporary 

structures shall not be erected in any easements, fire lanes or required 

parking spaces. 

 

 

Section 13.08 Denial of Permit; Grounds; Revocation 

 

A. Any application for a temporary outdoor event shall be granted to an applicant by 

the Administrator unless the Administrator finds that: 

 

 1. False or misleading information is contained in the application or required 

information is omitted; 

 

 2. The applicant does not have sufficient financial backing or stability to 

carry out the preparations specified in the application or to insure the 

faithful performance of his agreements; 

 

 3. The preparations specified in the application are insufficient to protect the 

community or the persons attending the event from health dangers or to 

avoid violations of V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code, Chapter 341;   

 

 4. The times and place for the temporary outdoor event create a substantial 

danger of traffic or pedestrian congestion and disruption of other lawful 

activities; 

 

 5. The preparations specified in the application are insufficient to limit the 

number of persons in attendance at the temporary outdoor event to the 

maximum number stated in the application; 

 

 6. The applicant does not have adequate agreements with performers to 

insure with reasonable certainty that the persons advertised to perform 

would appear; 

 

7. The preparations specified in the application fail to meet the requirements 

for a Certificate of Occupancy and all other requirements of the applicable 

Chapters of the Code of the City of Arlington, including but not limited to 

the provisions of the "Fire Prevention" and "Zoning" Chapters of said 

Code; 
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 8. The temporary outdoor event would violate any applicable federal, state, 

or municipal law; 

 

 9. The preparations fail to meet the conditions which the Administrator has 

required pursuant to Section 13.05 above; or 

 

 10. The proposed temporary outdoor event would conflict with another event 

regulated by this article. 

 

 11. The applicant has failed to pay past fees associated with an Outdoor 

Festival or temporary outdoor event.  

 

 12. Within the previous twelve (12) months, the applicant violates a provision 

of this Article or any federal, state, or local laws and ordinances during a 

temporary outdoor event. 

 

B. After notice to the applicant, the Administrator or an official of the Police, Fire, or 

Environmental Health Departments may revoke the permit on a finding that the 

preparations for the temporary outdoor event will not be carried out as stated in 

the application or the conditions imposed by the permit will not be met.   

 

 

Section 13.09 Permit Denial or Revocation Hearing 

 

A. Every denial or revocation of a permit under this Article shall be in writing and 

shall state the reason for such action.  Said notice shall immediately be sent to the 

applicant/permittee by certified mail, or shall be personally delivered to such 

person. 

 

B. Any applicant/permittee may, within ten (10) business days after the date of the 

notice provided for in Subsection (A) above, submit to the Administrator a written 

request for a hearing to show cause as to why the permit should be granted or 

should not be revoked, as the case may be.  Such request shall not stay the denial 

or revocation.  A hearing shall be scheduled within ten (10) business days of such 

request and notice of the hearing shall be given to all affected parties. 

 

C. Following the hearing, the Administrator shall render a written decision granting 

or denying the application, or reinstating or revoking the permit, as the case may 

be.   
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D. An appeal of the Administrator's decision in Subsection (C) above may be made 

in writing to the Appeal Officer within ten (10) business days of the date of said 

decision.  A hearing shall be set within ten (10) business days of receipt of the 

request for appeal and notice of the hearing shall be given to all affected parties.   

 

E. Any decision of the Administrator under Subsection (C) above which is not 

appealed shall be final.  Any person, firm or corporation aggrieved by a decision 

of the Appeal Officer may present to a court of record a petition, duly verified, 

setting forth that such decision is illegal in whole or in part, and specifying the 

grounds of the illegality.  Unless such petition is filed with said court within ten 

(10) business days of the decision of the Appeal Officer, the decision shall 

become final. 

 

 

Section 13.10 Permit Posting 

 

 Permits required by this Article shall be publicly posted in the area where the 

activity is conducted or produced, and shall be exhibited upon demand to any law 

enforcement officer or City ordinance enforcement official.  The posted permit shall have 

emergency contact information for the person(s) responsible for the operation of the 

temporary outdoor event.   

 

 

Section 13.11 Exception 

 

 The provisions of this Article shall not apply if the location of the temporary 

outdoor event is either (a) one for which a Certificate of Occupancy has already been 

granted and/or a final inspection, as applicable, has already occurred if the event is held in 

an individual dwelling unit; or (b) a major sports complex, as defined in the "Zoning" 

Chapter of the Code of the City of Arlington or a (c) City Park as defined by the Parks 

Chapter of the Code of the City of Arlington. 

 

(Amend Ord 11-001, 1/4/11) 

 

 

Section 13.12 Mobile Food Establishment (“Food Truck”) 

 

 A temporary outdoor event permit may be approved with the addition of (or solely 

for the purpose of permitting the lawful operation of) a mobile food establishment on 

private property within the City of Arlington. 
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 Both the applicant and any person operating a mobile food establishment may be 

held responsible under both civil and criminal penalties for any violation of any of the 

provisions of Article XIII herein, or Article IV, Section 4.14.5 herein, or of Article IV, 

Regulation of Food Establishments, of the “Health and Sanitation” Chapter, as amended,  

of the Arlington City Code.  (Amend Ord 17-005, 2/14/17) 
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OVERSIZE AND OVERWEIGHT VEHICLE PERMITS 
 
 
Section 14.01 Application and Permit Requirements 
 
A. Any vehicle operated on a public street within the 

corporate limits of the City of Arlington which is 
required to have a permit under the provisions of 
Section 6.03 (C), (D) and (E) of the "Traffic" Chapter 
of the Code of the City of Arlington, other than one 
involved in moving buildings pursuant to Article III of 
this Chapter above, shall file an application with the 
Building Official containing the following: 

 
 1. The kind of equipment to be operated, with a 

complete description of the same and a statement 
as to its weight; 

 
 2. The kind of commodity to be transported and a 

certificate as to its weight; and 
 
 3. The street or streets over which the said 

equipment is to be operated, the date or dates and 
the approximate time of said operation and the 
number of trips to be made:  provided, however, 
that when the nature, route, time or frequency of 
operation cannot be determined at the time the 
permit is issued, this provision may be waived by 
the Building Official. 

 
B. Any permit issued under this Article shall include the 

following information: 
 
 1. The name of the applicant, the date of the opera-

tion, a description of equipment to be operated 
and a description of the commodity to be trans-
ported; 

 
 2. The signatures of the Building Official or an 

authorized representative and an authorized 
employee of the Transportation Department of the 
City of Arlington;  (Amend Ord 96-93, 7/2/96) 

 
 3. The time for which the permit is issued; 
 

ARTICLE XIV - 1 
(Amend Ord 96-93, 7/2/96) 
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 4. The specified street or streets over which the 
equipment is to be operated, insofar as it can be 
determined at the time the permit is issued; and 

 
 5. Any other pertinent information deemed necessary 

by the Building Official. 
 
C. The proper fee set in accordance with Section 4.09 

above shall accompany each application for permit and 
shall be made in cash, by cashier or certified check or 
by postal money order.  The fee shall be returned if 
the application is denied. 

 
 

ARTICLE XIV - 2 
(Amend Ord 97-90, 7/1/97) 
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NOISE LEVEL REDUCTIONS 
 
 
Section 15.01  Aircraft Noise Zones 
 
 For the purpose of this Article, certain sections of the City of Arlington are 
hereby declared to be zones subject to significant noise from aircraft.  Airport 
Overlay Zones AP-2, AP-3 and AP-4  established in Section 10-1000 of the 
"Zoning" Chapter of the Code of the City of Arlington shall be designated as 
Noise Zones for the purpose of this Article.  These Noise Zones include such 
territory or portions of said City as designated and shown in the Airport Overlay 
Zones on the Official Zoning Map of said City.  
 
 
Section 15.02  Certification of Plans 
 
A. Prior to the issuance of a building permit for any structure or building 

within the Noise Zones established by Section 15.01 above, the Building 
Official shall determine the applicable noise level reduction required in 
Section 10-1000 of the "Zoning" Chapter of the Code of the City of 
Arlington.  If the proposed use and location are not considered compatible 
without restrictions, the noise level reduction characteristics of the plans 
and specifications must be certified by an approved acoustical consultant 
as meeting the requirements of Section 10-1000 of the "Zoning" Chapter 
before the permit will be issued by the Building Official. 

 
B. The term "acoustical consultant" shall include any registered engineer or 

architect who is approved by the Building Official based on the 
demonstration of competence and credentials in the area of architectural 
and environmental acoustics. 

 
C. A building or structure which is located across a noise contour as shown 

on the Official Zoning Map of the City of Arlington shall be considered to 
be entirely within the most restrictive of the Noise Zones within which it is 
partly located.  (Amend Ord 89-76, 6/27/89) 

 
 

 ARTICLE XV - 1 
 (Amend Ord 89-76, 6/27/89) 
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ARTICLE XVI 

 

DANGEROUS BUILDINGS 

 

 

Section 16.01 Authority 

 

 This article is adopted pursuant to the authority provided by Chapter 214 of the 

Texas Local Government Code, as amended.  Chapter 214 of the Texas Local 

Government Code, as amended, is adopted as if set out word for word.  In the event of 

conflict or inconsistency in the wording of state and local law, state law shall prevail 

unless city ordinances state a more stringent law or procedure authorized in accordance 

with city home rule authority and relevant law. 

 

 

Section 16.02 Definitions 

 

The following words as used in Articles XVI, XVII and XVIII shall be defined as stated 

below. 

 

“Administrator” shall mean the City Manager appointed Department Administrator or 

their designees charged with the administration and enforcement of this Chapter.  

 

“Building” shall mean any structure which is built for the support, shelter, or enclosure or 

partial enclosure of persons, animals, chattels, or movable property of any kind including 

pools.   

 

“Hearing Authority” means the City's Municipal Court, a board or commission listed in 

the Administration Chapter of the City Code, or a person assigned the responsibility of 

conducting a hearing under this Chapter by the Administrator. 

 

“Swimming Pool” or “Pool” shall be defined as referenced in the Health and Sanitation 

Chapters of the Arlington City Code of Ordinances.  (Amend Ord 09-024, 5/5/09) 

 

 

Section 16.03 Dangerous Building Defined 

 

A. Section 302 of the 1994 edition of the Uniform Code for the Abatement of 

Dangerous Buildings, as published by the International Conference of Building 

Officials, is hereby adopted but modified and amended by the following, so that 

Section 302, entitled "Dangerous Buildings," shall read as follows: 
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 Any building or structure which has defects or conditions described herein is a 

dangerous building, provided that such condition or defects exist to the extent that 

the life, health, property or safety of the public or its occupants are endangered: 

 

 1. When any door, aisle, passageway, stairway or other means of exit is not 

of sufficient width or size or is not so arranged as to provide safe and 

adequate means of exit in case of fire or panic; 

 

 2. When the walking surface of any aisle, passageway, stairway or other 

means of exit is warped, worn, loose, torn or otherwise unsafe so that it 

would not provide safe and adequate means of exit in case of fire or panic; 

 

 3. When the stress in any materials, member or portion thereof, due to all 

dead and live loads, is more than one and one half (1 1/2) times the 

working stress or stresses allowed in the Building Code for new buildings 

of similar structure, purpose or location; 

 

 4. When any portion has been damaged by fire, earthquake, wind, flood or by 

any other cause, to such an extent that the structural strength or stability 

thereof is materially less than it was before such catastrophe and is less 

than the minimum requirements of the Building Code for a newly 

constructed building of like area, height and occupancy; 

 

 5. When any portion or member or appurtenance is likely to fail, or to 

become detached or dislodged, or to collapse and thereby injure persons or 

damage property; 

 

 6. When any portion of the building, or when any member, appurtenance or 

ornamentation on its exterior is not of sufficient strength or stability, or is 

not anchored, attached or fastened in place so as to be capable of resisting 

a wind pressure of one half (1/2) of that specified in the Building Code for 

a newly constructed building of like area, height and occupancy, without 

exceeding the working stresses permitted in the Building Code for such 

buildings; 

 

 7. When any portion has wracked, warped, buckled or settled to such an 

extent that walls or other structural portions have materially less resistance 

to winds or earthquakes than is required in the case of similar new 

construction; 

 

 8. When the building or any portion thereof is likely to partially or 

completely collapse because of: 
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  a. Dilapidation, deterioration or decay; 

 

  b. Faulty construction; 

 

  c. The removal, movement or instability of any portion of the ground 

necessary for the purpose of supporting such building; 

 

  d. The deterioration, decay or inadequacy of its foundation; or 

 

  e. Any other cause; 

 

 9. When, for any reason, the building or any portion thereof is manifestly 

unsafe for the purpose for which it is being used; 

 

 10. When the exterior walls or other vertical structural members list, lean or 

buckle to such an extent that a plumb line passing through the center of 

gravity does not fall inside the middle one third of the base; 

 

 11. When the building, exclusive of the foundation, shows thirty-three percent 

(33%) or more damage or deterioration of its supporting member or 

members, or fifty percent (50%) damage or deterioration of its 

nonsupporting members, enclosing or outside walls or coverings; 

 

 12. If the building was constructed or is maintained in violation of any specific 

requirement or prohibition applicable to such building provided by the 

Building Code, or of any law or ordinance of this state or City relating to 

the condition, location or structure of buildings; 

 

 13. If the building has in any nonsupporting part, member or portion less than 

fifty percent (50%), or in any supporting part, member or portion less than 

sixty-six percent (66%) of the strength, fire-resisting qualities or 

characteristics, or weather-resisting qualities or characteristics required by 

law for a newly constructed building of like area, height and occupancy; 

 

 14. If the building is used or intended to be used for dwelling purposes, and 

because of inadequate maintenance, dilapidation, decay, damage, faulty 

construction or arrangement, inadequate light, air or sanitation facilities, or 

otherwise, is determined by the Building Official or Administrator or an 

authorized representative to be unsanitary, unfit for human habitation or in 

such a condition that is likely to cause sickness or disease; 
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 15. If the building, because of obsolescence, dilapidated condition, 

deterioration, damage, inadequate exits, lack of sufficient fire-resistive 

construction, faulty electric wiring, gas connections or heating apparatus, 

or other cause, is determined by the Building Official or Administrator or 

an authorized representative to be a fire hazard; 

 

 16. When any portion of an abandoned building or structure remains on a site 

after the demolition or destruction of the building or structure; 

 

 17. When the building or its curtilage contains accumulations of litter; refuse; 

garbage; rubbish; junk; animal carcasses; decaying flesh, fish, fowls or 

vegetables; stagnant water or other stagnant liquid; flammable liquids; 

slops; trash; or other deposits or substances, which are unwholesome, 

filthy, unsightly, offensive or unsanitary; likely to create or engender 

disease; likely to harbor insects or rodents; or likely to pollute storm water; 

 

 18. When a building which is partially constructed has not had any significant 

construction work done on it in the preceding six (6) months, and it is not 

secured by a fence or other means to prevent children and vagrants from 

entering the building; or 

 

 19. When a building which is partially constructed has not had any significant 

construction work done on it in the preceding six (6) months, and all 

building materials and construction equipment and tools have neither been 

removed from the construction site nor secured at the site to prevent their 

use by children; their theft; their deterioration; their vandalism; or their 

harborage of rodents or insects. 

 

B. Any building or structure is a dangerous building when it is unsafe, unsanitary, 

substandard, unfit for human habitation, not provided with adequate egress, or 

which constitutes a fire hazard, otherwise dangerous to human life or which 

constitutes a hazard to the safety, health or welfare of the public or its occupants, 

for any reason or by reason of inadequate maintenance, dilapidation, 

obsolescence, or abandonment. 

 

C. Any building or structure is a dangerous building, regardless of its structural 

condition,  

 

 1. When unoccupied by its owners, lessees, or other invitees and unsecured 

from unauthorized entry to the extent that it could be entered or used by 
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vagrants or other uninvited persons as a place of harborage or could be 

entered or used by children, or 

 

 2. When boarded up, fenced or otherwise secured in any manner if the means 

used to secure the building or structure are inadequate to prevent 

unauthorized entry or use by vagrants or other uninvited persons as a place 

of harborage, or to prevent entry or use by children, or 

 

 3. When boarded up, fenced or otherwise secured in any manner if the 

building or structure constitutes a danger to the public even though 

secured from entry. 

 

 

Section 16.04 Commencement of Hearing 

 

A. Hearing.  The Administrator may schedule a hearing before the Municipal Court 

to determine whether a building or structure is a dangerous building and, if so, 

whether it shall be vacated, secured, repaired, removed, and/or demolished, or any 

occupants relocated.  The Municipal Court shall be known as the “Hearing 

Authority”. 

 

B. Scheduling of Hearing.  The Administrator may schedule a public hearing: 

 

 1. When the Administrator has inspected any building or structure, other than 

an owner-occupied, single family dwelling, and has determined that such 

building is a dangerous building, and that such building is fifty (50) years 

old or older or located in a landmark preservation overlay zoning district, 

he shall report this determination to the local historic preservation board 

for review of the building pursuant to § 214.00111, Texas Local 

Government Code, or any successor statute, and the Administrator may 

thereafter schedule a hearing before the Hearing Authority as permitted by 

state law; or 

 

 2. When the Administrator has inspected any owner-occupied, single family 

dwelling and has determined that such building is a dangerous building, he 

may schedule a hearing before the Hearing Authority.  (Amend Ord 15-

052, 10/27/15) 

 

C. Issuance of Notice. 

 

 1. The Administrator shall issue a notice of hearing to each owner of the 

building and to each mortgagee and lienholder of the building and of the 
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property on which it is located, as known by the city and as shown by 

search of the following records: 

 

  a. Official Public Records of Real Property in Tarrant County, 

specifically in the Tarrant County Clerk’s Office; 

 

  b. Appraisal district records for the appraisal district in which the 

building is located; 

 

  c. Records of the Texas Secretary of State; 

 

  d. Assumed name records for Tarrant County; 

 

  e. Tax records of the City of Arlington; and 

 

  f. Utility records for the City of Arlington. 

 

 2. The Administrator shall issue notice of hearing to all unknown owners, if 

any, by posting the notice as described in Section 16.04(E)(1). 

 

D. Contents of Notice.  The notice shall contain: 

 

 1. The street address or legal description of the building; 

 

 2. A statement that the Administrator has found the building to be dangerous, 

and a brief description of the conditions found to render the building 

dangerous under the provisions of Section 16.03; 

 

 3. A statement specifying the date, time and place of the hearing; and 

 

 4. A statement that the owner, lienholder, or mortgagee will be afforded an 

opportunity to comment at the hearing and will be required to submit at 

the hearing proof of the scope of any work that may be required to comply 

with the minimum standards set out in city ordinance and the time it will 

take to reasonably perform the work. 

 

E. Service of Notice. 

 

 1. Notice of the hearing shall be given by certified mail, return receipt 

requested, or by personal service.  If the address of any person entitled to 

notice cannot be ascertained, or if service cannot be made by mail or in 

person after a reasonable attempt, and for all unknown owners, service 
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shall be made by posting a copy of the notice on the front door of each 

improvement situated on the affected property or as close to the front door 

as practicable. 

 

 2. The notice shall be mailed and/or posted before the tenth (10th) day before 

the date of the hearing.  Service by certified mail shall be effective on the 

date of mailing. 

 

 3. Proof of personal service shall be certified at the time of service by a 

written declaration executed by the person effecting service, declaring the 

date, time and manner in which service was made.  The declaration, 

together with any receipt card returned in acknowledgment of receipt by 

certified mail shall be affixed to the copy of the notice retained by the 

Administrator. 

 

 4. Notice of the hearing may be filed in the Official Public Records of Real 

Property in Tarrant County, specifically in the Tarrant County Clerk’s 

Office.  The notice shall contain: 

 

  a. the name and address of the owner of the affected property if that 

information can be determined; 

 

  b. a legal description of the affected property; and 

 

  c. a description of the hearing. 

 

  The filing of the notice is binding on subsequent grantees, lienholders, or 

other transferees of an interest in the property who acquire such interest 

after filing of the notice, and constitutes notice of the hearing on any 

subsequent recipient of any interest in the property who acquires such 

interest after the filing of the notice. 

 

 

Section 16.05 Conduct of Hearing 

 

A. Failure to Appear.  If the owner of the building fails to appear at the hearing 

after being duly served, the Hearing Authority shall conduct the hearing as if the 

owner personally appeared. 

 

B. Subpoena Power.  Witnesses may be subpoenaed in accordance with the 

procedures set forth in Article XI of the "Administration" Chapter. 
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C. Procedure.  The Hearing Authority shall be authorized to establish rules and 

regulations for the conduct of hearings, if such are consistent with this Chapter, 

other local ordinances and state law. 

 

D. Decisions and Orders. 

 

 1. After all evidence has been presented at the hearing, the Hearing Authority 

shall determine whether the building or structure is a dangerous building.  

If more than one (1) building is located on a property and is the subject of 

the hearing, the Hearing Authority shall make a separate determination for 

each building. 

 

 2. The Hearing Authority shall enter orders as set forth below: 

 

  a. If the building or structure is declared a dangerous building under 

Section 16.03, except Subsections (A)(16), (A)(17), (A)(18) and 

(A)(19), the Hearing Authority shall order the owner, at his option, 

to repair, remove or demolish the building.  The Hearing Authority 

shall specify a reasonable period of time for the owner to do so. 

 

  b. If the building or structure is declared a dangerous building under 

Subsection 16.03(A)(16), the Hearing Authority shall order the 

owner to remove or demolish the building, and shall specify a 

reasonable period of time for the owner to do so. 

 

  c. If the building or structure is declared a dangerous building under 

Subsection 16.03(A)(17), the Hearing Authority shall order the 

owner to remove the accumulated matter, and shall specify a 

reasonable period of time for the owner to do so. 

 

  d. If the building or structure is declared a dangerous building under 

Subsection 16.03(A)(18), the Hearing Authority shall order the 

owner, at his option, to secure, demolish or remove the building, 

and shall specify a reasonable period of time for the owner to do 

so. 

 

  e. If the building or structure is declared a dangerous building under 

Subsection 16.03(A)(19), the Hearing Authority shall order the 

owner, at his option, to secure or remove all building materials, 

equipment and tools, and shall specify a reasonable period of time 

for the owner to do so. 
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  f. If the building or structure is declared a dangerous building under 

Section 16.03, the Hearing Authority shall order the owner to 

secure the building, and shall specify a reasonable period of time 

for the owner to do so.  If the owner fails to properly secure the 

building as ordered, the Administrator may secure the building 

under Article XVII of this code, assessing expenses and placing 

liens against the property as authorized by this Chapter. 

 

 3. If necessary to protect the health, safety and welfare of the building's 

occupants, the Hearing Authority shall order the building vacated.  If the 

condition of the building is due to neglect or to intentional or negligent 

acts by the owner, the Hearing Authority shall order the owner to relocate 

the occupants at his reasonable expense and in a reasonable manner.  The 

Hearing Authority shall specify a reasonable period of time for the 

completion of the relocation. 

 

 4. The Hearing Authority shall also order an additional reasonable period of 

time for all mortgagees or lienholders to comply with the order should the 

owner fail to comply with the order within the time provided for action by 

the owner. 

 

 5. The Hearing Authority shall also order a civil penalty that the City may 

assess if the owner fails to repair, remove or demolish the building in 

accordance with the Hearing Authority’s order.  Such penalty shall not 

exceed the amount of One Thousand Dollars and No Cents ($1,000.00) per 

day that the building is out of compliance with the order. 

 

 6. A reasonable period of time to comply with an order of the Hearing 

Authority is within thirty (30) days from the date of an order: 

 

  a. to secure the building from unauthorized entry, or 

 

  b. to repair, remove or demolish the building, unless the owner or 

lienholder or mortgagee establishes at the hearing that the work 

cannot reasonably be performed within thirty (30) days. 

 

 7. If the Hearing Authority finds that the work cannot reasonably be 

performed within thirty (30) days to repair, remove or demolish the 

building, the Hearing Authority shall order specific time schedules for the 

commencement and performance of the work and shall order the owner, 

lienholder, or mortgagee to secure the property in a reasonable manner 

from unauthorized entry while the work is being performed. 
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 8. The Hearing Authority shall not order the owner, lienholder, or mortgagee 

more than ninety (90) days to repair, remove, or demolish the building or 

fully perform all work required to comply with the order unless the owner, 

lienholder or mortgagee: 

 

  a. submits a detailed plan and time schedule for the work at the 

hearing; and 

 

  b. the Hearing Authority finds that the work cannot reasonably be 

completed within ninety (90) days because of the scope and 

complexity of the work. 

 

 9. If the Hearing Authority allows the owner, lienholder or mortgagee to 

complete any part of the work required to repair, remove or demolish the 

building within a time period that is more than ninety (90) days, the 

Hearing Authority shall order that the owner, lienholder or mortgagee 

regularly submit progress reports to the Administrator and appear before 

the Hearing Authority or its designee to prove compliance with the time 

schedule established for commencement and performance of the work.  If 

the owner, lienholder, or mortgagee owns property, including structures or 

improvements on property, within the City of Arlington that exceeds 

$100,000 in total value, the Hearing Authority may require the owner, 

lienholder, or mortgagee to post a cash or surety bond in an amount 

adequate to cover the cost of repairing, removing, or demolishing a 

building under this Article.  The Hearing Authority may require the owner, 

lienholder, or mortgagee to provide a letter of credit from a financial 

institution or a guaranty from a third party approved by the City.  The bond 

must be posted, or the letter of credit or third party guaranty provided, not 

later than the 30th day after the date the Hearing Authority issues the 

order. 

 

 

Section 16.06 Contents of Order 

 

A. An order issued by the Hearing Authority shall be in writing and shall set forth the 

decisions of the Hearing Authority made pursuant to Section 16.05(D). 

 

B. An order to repair shall set forth those items that need to be repaired. 
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C. An order to vacate shall require the Administrator to post notice to vacate at or 

upon each entrance and exit of the building or structure in substantially the form 

described by Section 16.10. 

 

D. An order shall be signed by the Municipal Court Judge. 

 

E. A copy of the order shall be sent promptly after the hearing by certified mail, 

return receipt requested, to the owner of the building and to any lienholder or 

mortgagee of the building.  If a notice is mailed according to this subsection and 

the United States Postal Service returns the notice as “refused” or “unclaimed”, 

the validity of the notice is not affected, and the notice shall be deemed as 

delivered. 

 

F. Within ten (10) days after the date the order is issued: 

 

 1. a copy of the order shall be filed in the office of the City Secretary; and 

 

 2. a notice shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the 

City, said notice containing: 

 

 a. the street address or legal description of the property; 

 

 b. the date of the hearing; 

 

 c. a brief statement indicating the results of the order; and 

 

 d. instructions stating where a complete copy of the order may be 

obtained.  (Amend Ord 15-052, 10/27/15) 

 

 

Section 16.07 Failure to Comply With Order 

 

A. If the owner of a building declared dangerous fails to comply with an order of the 

Hearing Authority within the allotted time, the Administrator shall cause a copy of 

the Hearing Authority's order to be sent by certified mail return receipt requested 

to each lienholder and mortgagee as was determined pursuant to Section 16.04(C).  

This shall constitute notice to the lienholders and mortgagees that the owner has 

failed to comply with the order. 

 

B. If the lienholders and mortgagees fail to comply with the order within the time 

allotted to them by the Hearing Authority, the Administrator may: 
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 1. Vacate, secure, repair, remove and/or demolish the building at the City's 

expense; or 

 

 2. Assess a civil penalty against the owner of the building, as provided by the 

Hearing Authority, for failure to comply with the order. 

 

C. The Administrator is authorized to repair a building only to the extent necessary to 

bring the building into compliance with minimum standards, and only if the 

building is a residential building with ten (10) or fewer units. 

 

D. The Administrator is authorized, if the order requires demolition, to cause the 

building to be sold and demolished, or to be demolished and the materials, rubble 

and debris removed and the lot cleaned.  Any such demolition work shall be 

accomplished, and the cost thereof paid and recovered in the manner provided in 

Article XVIII of this Chapter.  Any surplus realized from the sale of any such 

building or from the demolition thereof over and above the cost of demolition and 

of cleaning the lot shall be paid to the person or persons lawfully entitled thereto. 

 

E. The Administrator is further authorized to ask the City Attorney to bring suit 

against the owner in a Tarrant County district court to request that a receiver be 

appointed to rehabilitate the property. 

 

 

Section 16.08 Liens for Penalties and Expenses 

 

A. If pursuant to this Chapter the City assesses a civil penalty or incurs expenses 

including the Administrative Fee as set by resolution of City Council for City 

administrative expenses, the City may assess the expenses or penalty on and place 

a lien against the land on which the building was located, unless the land is a 

homestead protected by the Texas Constitution.  (Amend Ord 07-096, 12/18/07) 

 

B. A lien imposed pursuant to this article is a privileged lien as provided by Local 

Government Code Chapter 214.  (Amend Ord 15-052, 10/27/15) 

 

C. The lien arises and attaches to the property at the time the notice of the lien is 

recorded and indexed in the official public records of real property in Tarrant 

County, specifically in the office of the county clerk for Tarrant County.  The 

notice shall contain the name and address of the owner if that information can be 

determined; a legal description of the land on which the building was located; the 

amount of expenses incurred by the City or the civil penalty and the balance due. 
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D. A lien under this chapter is extinguished when the property owner or other person 

with an interest in the legal title to the land pays the City the balance due in full.  

At the time of sale of properties with the aforementioned privileged lien, the lien 

shall be released without payment if the purchaser’s family income meets the 

current Department of Housing and Urban Development Low or Moderate Income 

Requirements for the Fort Worth-Arlington Primary Metropolitan Statistical Area 

in accordance with federal law. 

 

E. At the time of sale of properties with the aforementioned privileged lien, the lien 

may be assumed if the purchaser is a 26 U.S.C.A. §501(c)(3) not-for-profit entity 

with the principal office located in Tarrant County, Texas, the primary purpose of 

which is constructing or rehabilitating single family homes for people who meet 

the current Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Low or 

Moderate Income Requirements for the Fort Worth-Arlington Primary 

Metropolitan Statistical Area in accordance with federal law. 

 

 

Section 16.09 Notice and Collection of Penalty and Expenses 

 

A. If the City incurs expenses under this Chapter including the Administrative Fee as 

set by resolution of City Council for City administrative expenses, the 

Administrator shall cause a statement to be sent to the owner, setting forth the 

amount of the expenses and the interest accrued to date.  The Administrator may 

thereafter cause an annual statement to be sent to the owner until the expenses and 

interest are paid in full.  (Amend Ord 07-096, 12/18/07) 

 

B. If the City assesses a civil penalty pursuant to this Chapter, the Administrator 

shall cause a notice to be sent to the owner that the City has begun assessing the 

penalty provided by the order.  Thereafter, the Administrator may cause a monthly 

statement to be sent to the owner, setting forth the amount of the accrued penalty 

and interest, until the penalty and interest is paid in full. 

 

C. A civil penalty or assessment for expenses shall accrue interest at the rate of ten 

percent (10%) per annum or as allowed by law from the date of assessment until 

paid in full.  

 

D. The City shall be entitled to all remedies provided by law for the collection of 

debt in order to recover penalty, expenses and interest.  However, the City shall 

not be entitled to foreclose a lien for repair expenses if the property on which the 

repairs were made is occupied as a residential homestead by a person sixty-five 

(65) years of age or older. 
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Section 16.10 Notice to Vacate; Violations 

 

A. Every notice to vacate shall be posted at or upon each entrance and exit of the 

building and shall be in substantially the following form: 

 

 

DO NOT ENTER 

UNSAFE TO OCCUPY 

 

It is a misdemeanor to occupy this building, 

or to remove or deface this notice. 

 

Director of Community Services 

City of Arlington 

 

 

 The Notice to Vacate shall specify the conditions which necessitate the posting 

and recite the emergency or shall identify the order to vacate and state where a 

complete copy of the order may be obtained.  (Amend Ord 06-081, 8/22/06) 

 

B. Compliance; Violations 

 

 No person shall remain in or enter any building which has been posted, except that 

entry may be made to repair, remove, demolish or secure such building under 

permit.  No person shall remove or deface any such notice after it is posted until 

the required work has been completed and a Certificate of Occupancy is issued 

pursuant to the provisions of the Building Code.  Any person violating this 

subsection shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to exceed 

Two Thousand Dollars and No Cents ($2,000.00). 

 

 

Section 16.11 Other Enforcement 

 

A. It is a violation for any person, firm or corporation to own, lease, use, occupy or 

maintain a dangerous building as defined in this Article, or to cause or permit the 

same to be done, in the City of Arlington.  A violator shall be guilty of a 

misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to exceed Two Thousand Dollars and No 

Cents ($2,000) for each violation pursuant to the penalties provisions of this 

Chapter.  (Amend Ord 12-020, 4/24/12) 
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B. Each day that a violation continues shall constitute a separate offense. 

 

C. A criminal prosecution shall be in addition to any civil remedies to which the City 

is entitled.  The remedies provided by this article shall be in addition to the 

remedies provided by this chapter or any other applicable ordinance or statute. 

 

D. No person shall obstruct, impede or interfere with any officer, employee, 

contractor or authorized representative of the City or with any person who owns 

or holds an estate or interest in any building or structure which has been ordered 

repaired, removed, secured, vacated or demolished under the provisions of this 

Code, or with any person to whom such building has been lawfully sold, 

whenever such officer, employee, contractor or authorized representative of the 

City, person having an interest or estate in such building or structure, or purchaser 

is engaged in the work as ordered or in performing any necessary act preliminary 

to or incidental to such work.  A person who obstructs, impedes or interferes with 

an order of the Hearing Authority shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by 

a fine not to exceed Two Thousand Dollars and No Cents ($2,000.00). 

 

 

Section 16.12 Swimming Pool Enclosures 

 

A. The Administrator may repair, replace, secure, or otherwise remedy a swimming 

pool enclosure or fence that is damaged, deteriorated, substandard, dilapidated, or 

otherwise in a state that poses a hazard to the public health, safety, and welfare. 

 

B. The Administrator may require the owner of the property on which the swimming 

pool or enclosure or fence is situated, after notice and hearing as provided in this 

Chapter, to repair, replace, secure, or otherwise remedy an enclosure or fence of a 

swimming pool that the Administrator determines violates minimum standards in 

accordance with state or city law. 

 

C. If the enclosure or fence is on unoccupied property or is on property occupied only 

by persons who do not have a right of possession to the property, the 

Administrator shall give notice to the owner, in accordance with the procedures 

set out in this Chapter, of the municipality’s action to repair, replace, secure, or 

otherwise remedy an enclosure or fence of a swimming pool. 

 

D. If the City incurs expenses under this Article including the Administrative Fee as 

set by resolution of City Council for City administrative expenses, the 

Administrator may assess the expenses on, and the City has a lien against the
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property on which the swimming pool or the enclosure or fence is situated, unless 

it is a homestead as protected by the Texas Constitution.  The lien is extinguished 

if the property owner or another person having an interest in the legal title to the 

property reimburses the City for the expenses.  The lien arises and attaches to the 

property at the time the lien is recorded in the office of the Tarrant County Clerk.  

The lien must contain the name and address for the owner if that information can 

be determined with a reasonable effort, a legal description of the real property on 

which the swimming pool or the enclosure or fence is situated, the amount of 

expenses incurred by the City, and the balance due.  The lien is a privileged lien 

subordinate only to tax liens and all previously recorded bona fide mortgage liens 

attached to the real property to which the City’s lien attaches.  (Amend Ord 07-

096, 12/18/07) 

 

E. It is a violation for any person, firm or corporation to maintain a swimming pool 

enclosure or fence that is damaged, deteriorated, substandard, dilapidated or 

otherwise in a state that poses a hazard to the public health, safety, and welfare or 

to cause or permit the same to be done in the City of Arlington.  A violator shall 

be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to exceed One Thousand 

Dollars and No Cents ($1,000) for each violation.  Each day a violation occurs 

constitutes a separate offense.  (Amend Ord 04-004, 1/13/04) 

 

 

Section 16.13 Requiring Repair, Removal, or Demolition of Structure 

 

A. If the Administrator has reason to believe that a fence, shed, awning, retaining 

wall, or other structure, or part of a structure, hereinafter referred to as “structure”, 

is likely to endanger persons or property, the Administrator shall schedule a public 

hearing before the Hearing Authority for a determination of whether the structure 

is likely to endanger persons or property and for the issuing of a proposed order on 

the repair, removal or demolition of the structure.   

 

B. Hearing Authority Hearing 

 

1. Scheduling a Hearing.  The Administrator shall schedule a hearing when 

the Administrator has determined that such structure is likely to endanger 

persons or property. 

 

2. Issuance of Notice. 

 

a. The Administrator shall issue a notice of hearing to each owner of 

the structure, owner of the property on which the structure is 



CONSTRUCTION 

16.13 

ARTICLE XVI - 17 

(Amend Ord 04-004, 1/13/04) 

located, mortgagee, and lienholder, as known by the City and as 

shown by search of the following records: 

 

  (1) Official Public Records of Real Property in Tarrant County, 

specifically in the Tarrant County Clerk’s Office; 

 

  (2) Appraisal district records for the appraisal district in which 

the structure is located; 

 

  (3) Records of the Texas Secretary of State; 

 

  (4) Assumed name records for Tarrant County; 

 

  (5) Tax records of the City of Arlington; and 

 

  (6) Utility records for the City of Arlington. 

 

  b. The Administrator shall issue notice of hearing to all unknown 

owners, if any, by posting a copy of the notice on the front door of 

each improvement situated on the affected property or as close to 

the front door as practicable. 

 

 3. Contents of Notice.  The notice shall contain: 

 

  a. The street address or legal description of the structure; 

 

  b. A statement that the Administrator has found that the structure is 

likely to endanger persons or property, and a brief description of 

the conditions found to render such likely to endanger persons or 

property; 

 

  c. A statement specifying the date, time and place of the hearing; and 

 

  d. A statement that the owner of the structure, owner of the property 

on which the structure is located, mortgagee, and lienholder will be 

afforded an opportunity to comment at the hearing and will be 

required to submit at the hearing proof of the scope of any work 

that may be required to abate the condition likely to endanger 

persons or property and the time it will take to reasonably perform 

the work. 
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 4. Service of Notice. 

 

  a. Notice of the hearing shall be given by certified mail, return receipt 

requested, or by personal service.  If the address of any person 

entitled to notice cannot be ascertained, or if service cannot be 

made by mail or in person after a reasonable attempt, and for all 

unknown owners, service shall be made by posting a copy of the 

notice on the front door of each improvement situated on the 

affected property or as close to the front door as practicable. 

 

 b. The notice shall be mailed and/or posted before the tenth (10th) 

day before the date of the hearing.  Service by certified mail shall 

be effective on the date of mailing.   

 

 c. Proof of personal service shall be certified at the time of service by 

a written declaration executed by the person effecting service, 

declaring the date, time and manner in which service was made.  

The declaration, together with any receipt card returned in 

acknowledgment of receipt by certified mail shall be affixed to the 

copy of the notice retained by the Administrator. 

 

 d. Notice of the hearing may be filed in the Official Public Records of 

Real Property in Tarrant County, specifically in the Tarrant County 

Clerk’s Office.  The notice shall contain: 

 

 (1) the name and address of the owner of the affected property 

if that information can be determined; 

 

 (2) a legal description of the affected property; and 

 

   (3) a description of the hearing. 

 

 The filing of the notice is binding on subsequent grantees, 

lienholders, or other transferees of an interest in the property who 

acquire such interest after filing of the notice, and constitutes 

notice of the hearing on any subsequent recipient of any interest in 

the property who acquires such interest after the filing of the 

notice. 

 



CONSTRUCTION 

16.13 

ARTICLE XVI - 19 

(Amend Ord 04-004, 1/13/04) 

 5. Conduct of Hearing. 

 

 a. Failure to Appear.  If the owner fails to appear at the hearing after 

being duly served, the Hearing Authority shall conduct the hearing 

as if the owner personally appeared. 

 

 b. Subpoena Power.  Witnesses may be subpoenaed in accordance 

with the procedures set forth in Article XI of the Administration 

Chapter of the City Code of Ordinances. 

 

 c. Procedure.  The Hearing Authority shall be authorized to establish 

rules and regulations for the conduct of hearings, if such are 

consistent with this Chapter, other local ordinances and state law. 

 

 6. Findings and Orders.  

 

 a. After all evidence has been presented, the Hearing Authority shall 

determine whether the structure is likely to endanger persons or 

property. 

 

 b. The Hearing Authority shall enter an order as set forth below: 

 

 (1) If the structure is believed by the Hearing Authority to 

likely endanger persons or property, the Hearing Authority 

may issue an order that: 

 

  (a) finds that the structure is likely to endanger persons 

or property; 

 

 (b) orders the owner of the structure or owner of the 

property on which the structure is located, at his 

option, to repair, remove, or demolish the structure, 

or the part of the structure within a specified time;  

 

 (c) orders an additional specified period of time for all 

mortgagees or lienholders to comply with the order 

should the owner of the structure or the owner of 

the property on which the structure is located fail to 

comply with the order within the time provided for 

action; and  
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 (d) orders that if the owner of the structure or the owner 

of the property on which the structure is located 

fails to comply with any part of the order by the 

specified dates and if any of the mortgagees or 

lienholders fail to comply with the order in the 

owner's stead by the specified dates, the City is 

hereby authorized at its discretion to repair, remove 

or demolish, at the expense of the City, on behalf of 

the owner of the structure or the owner of the 

property on which the structure is located, and 

assess the repair, removal or demolition expenses 

on the property on which the structure was located. 

 

 (2) If the structure is not believed by the Hearing Authority to 

likely endanger persons or property, the Hearing Authority 

may issue an order that finds that the structure is not likely 

to endanger persons or property. 

 

 7. Proposed Order. 

 

 a. The proposed order issued by the Hearing Authority shall be in 

writing and shall set forth the decisions of the Hearing Authority 

made pursuant to this Chapter. 

 

 b. An order to repair, remove or demolish shall set forth those items 

that need to be repaired, removed, or demolished. 

 

 c. The proposed order shall be signed and dated by the Municipal 

Court Judge or one or more persons assigned the responsibility of 

conducting a hearing under this Chapter. 

 

  d. After the hearing, the Hearing Authority shall promptly send a 

copy of the proposed order, a record of the hearing and any 

evidence to the Administrator. 

 

 e. The Administrator shall promptly send a copy of the Hearing 

Authority’s proposed order by certified mail, return receipt 

requested, to the owner of the structure, owner of the property on 

which the structure is located, mortgagee, and lienholder.  If a 

notice is mailed according to this subsection and the United States 

Postal Service returns the notice as “refused” or “unclaimed”, the
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validity of the notice is not affected, and the notice shall be deemed 

as delivered. 

 

  f. The Administrator may schedule on the City Council agenda the 

proposed order for final resolution by City Council no later than 30 

days from the date of the proposed order.  The Administrator shall 

issue notice to each owner of the structure, owner of the property 

on which the structure is located, mortgagee, and lienholder of the 

City Council agenda date, time and place for final resolution 

pursuant to the issuance, contents and service of notice for the 

Hearing Authority’s hearing in this Chapter.  (Amend Ord 12-020, 

4/24/12) 

 

C. City Council Resolution or Final Order 

 

 1. City Council may adopt, in whole or part, by City Council Resolution, the 

Hearing Authority’s Proposed Order as its finding and order and the 

proposed order will become the final order. 

 

 2. City Council may amend, modify or reject the Hearing Authority’s 

proposed order.  If City Council amends, modifies or rejects the Hearing 

Authority’s proposed order, the City Council, by City Council Resolution, 

shall issue its finding and order as the final order.  City Council’s finding 

and order shall be issued in accordance with the Hearing Authority’s 

procedures for Findings and Decisions set forth in this Chapter.  

 

 3. If the Administrator does not schedule the proposed order on the City 

Council agenda after the expiration of 30 days from the proposed order, 

then the proposed order becomes the final order.  

 

 4. A copy of the City Council Resolution or final order shall be sent promptly 

by the Administrator by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the 

owner of the structure, owner of the property on which the structure is 

located, mortgagee, and lienholder.  If such City Council Resolution or 

final order is mailed according to this subsection and the United States 

Postal Service returns the order as “refused” or “unclaimed”, the validity 

of notice of the City Council Resolution or final order is not affected, and 

the order shall be deemed as delivered. 

 

 5. Within ten (10) days after the date of passage of the City Council 

Resolution or effective date of the final order: 
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 a. a copy of the City Council Resolution or final order containing its 

finding and order regarding the structure shall be filed in the Office 

of the City Secretary; and 

 

 b. a notice shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in 

the City, said notice containing: 

 

(1) the street address or legal description of the property; 

 

 (2) the date of consideration of the City Council Resolution or 

effective date of the final order; 

 

 (3) a brief statement indicating the results of the City Council 

Resolution; and 

 

 (4) instructions stating where a complete copy of the City 

Council Resolution or final order may be obtained. 

 

 (5) If the owner of the structure or the owner of the property on 

which the structure is located fails to comply with an order 

in the City Council Resolution or final order within the 

allotted time, the Administrator shall cause a copy of the 

City Council Resolution or final order to be sent by 

certified mail return receipt requested to each lienholder 

and mortgagee as was determined pursuant to this Chapter.  

This shall constitute notice to the lienholders and 

mortgagees that the owner has failed to comply with the 

order.  

 

 6. When any work to repair, remove, or demolish is done by the City 

pursuant to this Chapter, the Administrator shall cause the work to be 

accomplished by City personnel or by private contract under the direction 

of the Administrator, or he may employ such architectural, engineering, or 

other specialized assistance on a contract basis as reasonably necessary.   

 

 7. Any expenses for work to repair, remove or demolish shall be assessed 

pursuant to Article XVIII of the Construction Chapter except as to the 

following: 
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 The Administrator shall also provide notice of the assessment to the owner of the 

structure and the owner of the property on which the structure was located by mailing by 

certified mail, postage prepaid a copy of the Hearing Authority’s order assessing cost.  

(Amend Ord 12-020, 4/24/12) 
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ARTICLE XVII 
 

ADDITIONAL AUTHORITY TO SECURE BUILDING 
 
 
Section 17.01 Authority to Secure Building 
 
 The Administrator may secure or cause to be secured a 
building at the City’s expense if he determines: 
 
 1. That the building or structure violates the 

minimum standards for the use and occupancy of 
buildings in the City regardless of the date of 
their construction, and  

 
 2. That the building or structure is unoccupied or is 

occupied only by persons who do not have a right 
of possession to the building. 

 
 
Section 17.02 Issuance of Notice
 
 Before the eleventh (11th) day after the date the 
building is secured pursuant to Section 17.01, the 
Administrator will give notice to the owner that the 
building has been secured.  The Administrator may also give 
notice to each mortgagee and lienholder, and to any unknown 
owners, in the same manner as described by Section 16.04(C). 
 
 
Section 17.03 Contents of Notice 
 
 The notice will contain: 
 
 1. An identification of the building and the property 

on which it is located; and 
 
 2. A description of the violation of the ordinance 

that is present at the building; and 
 
 3. A statement that the City has secured the 

building; and 
 

ARTICLE XVII - 1 
(Amend Ord 04-004, 1/13/04) 
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 4. A statement explaining the owner’s right to 
request a hearing about any matter relating to the 
City’s securing of the building. 

 
 
Section 17.04 Service of Notice 
 
 Notice regarding the securing of the building shall be 
given by either: 
 
 1. personally serving the owner with written notice; 

or 
 
 2. depositing the notice in the United States mail 

addressed to the owner at the owner’s post office 
address; or 

 
 3. if personal service cannot be obtained and the 

owner’s post office address is unknown; 
 
  a. publishing the notice at least twice within a 

ten (10) day period in the official newspaper 
of the City; or 

 
  b. posting the notice on or near the front door 

of the building. 
 
 
Section 17.05 Hearing
 
 If, within thirty (30) days after the date a building 
is secured pursuant to this Chapter, the owner files with 
the Administrator a written request for a hearing, the 
Administrator will schedule a hearing before the Hearing 
Authority.  At the hearing the owner may testify or present 
witnesses or written information about any matter relating 
to the City’s securing of the building. 
 
A. Scheduling of Hearing
 
 The Hearing Authority will conduct the hearing within 

twenty (20) days after the date the request is filed. 
 

ARTICLE XVII - 2 
(Amend Ord 04-004, 1/13/04) 



CONSTRUCTION 
17.05 

B. Notice of Hearing
 
 Notice of the hearing shall be provided to the 

requestor by personal service or certified mail, return 
receipt requested, before the 10th day before the 
hearing, in the same manner as provided in Section 
16.04(E)(2) and (3). 

 
 
Section 17.06 Liens and Collection of Expenses
 

If the City incurs expenses under this Chapter 
including the Administrative Fee as set by resolution of 
City Council for City administrative expenses, the City may 
assess the expenses on and place a lien against the land on 
which the building is located, in accordance with this 
Chapter.  (Amend Ord 07-096, 12/18/07) 
 

ARTICLE XVII - 3 
(Amend Ord 07-096, 12/18/07) 
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PERFORMANCE OF WORK AND RECOVERY OF COST 
 
 
Section 18.01 General Procedure 
 
 When any work to repair, remove, secure, vacate, or 
demolish is to be done pursuant to this code, the 
Administrator shall cause the work to be accomplished by 
City personnel or by private contract under the direction of 
the Administrator, or he may employ such architectural, 
engineering, or other specialized assistance on a contract 
basis as reasonably necessary. 
 
 
Section 18.02 Account of Expense, Filing of Report:  

Contents
 

The Administrator shall keep an itemized account of the 
expense incurred by this jurisdiction for the work to 
repair, remove, secure, vacate or to demolish any building 
pursuant to the provisions of this Chapter.  Upon the 
completion of the work, the Administrator shall prepare a 
report specifying the work done, the itemized and total cost 
of the work including the Administrative Fee as set by 
resolution of City Council for City administrative expenses, 
a description of the real property upon which the building 
or structure is or was located and the names and addresses 
of the persons entitled to notice.  (Amend Ord 07-096, 
12/18/07) 
 
 
Section 18.03 Report Transmitted to Hearing Authority - Set 

for Hearing
 
 Upon completion of the expense report, the 
Administrator shall present it to the Hearing Authority for 
consideration.  The Hearing Authority shall fix a time, date 
and place for hearing the report, and any protests or 
objections.  The Administrator shall cause notice of said 
hearing to be posted upon the property involved, published 
once in a newspaper of general circulation in the City and 
served by certified mail, postage prepaid, addressed to the 
owner of the property as his name and address appear on the 
last assessment roll of the county, if such so appear, or as 
known to the Administrator.  Such notice shall be given at 
least ten (10) days prior to the date set for hearing and 
shall specify the day, hour and place when the Hearing

ARTICLE XVIII - 1 
(Amend Ord 07-096, 12/18/07) 
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Authority will hear and pass upon the Administrator's 
report, together with any objections or protests which may 
be filed as hereinafter provided by any person interested in 
or affected by the proposed charge. 
 
 
Section 18.04 Protests and Objections - How Made
 
 Any person interested in or affected by the proposed 
report may file written protests or objections with the 
Administrator at any time prior to the time set for the 
hearing on the report of the Administrator.  Each such 
protest or objection must contain a description of the 
property in which the signer thereof is interested and the 
grounds of each such protest or objection.  The 
Administrator shall endorse on every such protest or 
objection the date it was received.  He shall present such 
protests or objections to the Hearing Authority at the time 
set for the hearing, and no other protests or objections 
shall be considered. 
 
 
Section 18.05 Hearing of Protests
 
 Upon the day and hour fixed for the hearing, the 
Hearing Authority shall hear and pass upon the report of the 
Administrator together with any such objections or protests.  
The Hearing Authority may make such revision, correction or 
modification in the report or the charge as it may deem 
just; and when the Hearing Authority is satisfied with the 
correctness of the charge, the report (as submitted or as 
revised, corrected or modified) together with the charge, 
shall be confirmed or rejected.  The decision of the Hearing 
Authority , on the report and the charge and on all protests 
or objections, shall be final and conclusive, subject to 
appeal no later than thirty (30) days after the report is 
adopted or revised by the Hearing Authority. 
 
 
Section 18.06 Assessment
 
A. General.  The Hearing Authority may thereupon assess 

said charge against the property involved. 
 
B. Assessment.  If the Hearing Authority orders that the 

charge shall be assessed against the property, it shall 
confirm the charge, cause the same to be recorded and

ARTICLE XVIII - 2 
(Amend Ord 04-004, 1/13/04) 
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 thereafter, said assessment shall constitute an 
assessment against and a lien upon the property. 

 
 
Section 18.07 Contest
 
 The validity of any assessment made under the 
provisions of this Article shall not be contested in any 
action or proceeding unless the same is commenced within 
thirty (30) days after the assessment is placed upon the 
property as provided herein.  Any appeal from a final 
judgment in such action or proceeding must be perfected 
within thirty (30) days after the entry of such order by the 
Hearing Authority. 
 
 
Section 18.08 Authority for Installation Payment of Assess-

ments with Interest
 
 The Hearing Authority, in its discretion, may determine 
that assessments in amounts of $500.00 or more shall be 
payable in not to exceed five (5) equal annual installments.  
The Hearing Authority determination to allow payment of such 
assessments in installments, the number of installments, 
whether they shall bear interest and the rate thereof shall 
be by order adopted prior to, or at the same time as the 
confirmation of the assessment. 
 
 
Section 18.09 Lien of Assessment
 
A. Priority.  Immediately upon its recording, the 

assessment shall be deemed to be complete, the amount 
assessed shall be payable, and the assessments shall be 
liens against the lots or parcels of land assessed, 
respectively.  The lien shall be subordinate to all 
existing assessment liens previously imposed upon the 
same property and shall be paramount to all other liens 
except for state, county and municipal taxes, with 
which it shall be upon a parity.  The lien shall 
continue until the assessment and all interest due and 
payable thereon are paid. 

 
B. Interest.  All such assessments remaining unpaid after 

thirty (30) days from the date of recording shall 
become delinquent and shall bear interest at the rate

ARTICLE XVIII - 3 
(Amend Ord 04-004, 1/13/04) 
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 of ten percent (10%) per annum or as allowed by law 
from and after said date. 

 
C. A lien under this chapter is extinguished when the 

property owner or other person with an interest in the 
legal title to the land pays the City the balance due 
in full.  At the time of sale of properties with the 
aforementioned lien, the lien shall be released without 
payment if the purchaser’s family income meets the 
current Department of Housing and Urban Development Low 
or Moderate Income Requirements for the Fort Worth-
Arlington Primary Metropolitan Statistical Area in 
accordance with federal law. 

 
D. At the time of sale of properties with the 

aforementioned lien, the lien may be assumed if the 
purchaser is a 26 U.S.C.A. §501(c)(3) not-for-profit 
entity with the principal office located in Tarrant 
County, Texas, the primary purpose of which is 
constructing or rehabilitating single family homes for 
people who meet the current Department of Housing and 
Urban Development Low or Moderate Income Requirements 
for the Fort Worth-Arlington Primary Metropolitan 
Statistical Area in accordance with federal law.  
(Amend Ord 04-004, 1/13/04) 

ARTICLE XVIII - 4 
(Amend Ord 04-004, 1/13/04) 
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ARTICLE XIX 
 

CONSTRUCTION ON LAKE ARLINGTON 
 
 
Section 19.01 Definitions 
 
"Boathouse" means any unenclosed covered structure or attached appurtenance which is 
used for the temporary or permanent storage of watercraft or personal property on or over 
the water. 
 
"Earthwork" means the disturbance of soils associated with filling, clearing, grading or 
excavation. 
 
"Facilities" mean any building, boathouse, pier or other structure or any combination of 
structures. 
 
"Lake Arlington" means all of the waters within the Lake Arlington reservoir area that are 
located within the corporate limits of the City of Arlington. 
 
"Lake Arlington Flowage Easement or Flowage Easement" shall have the meaning 
assigned by the Lake Arlington Chapter. 
 
"Lake Arlington Reservoir Area or Reservoir Area" shall have the meaning assigned by 
the Lake Arlington Chapter. 
 
"License agreement" shall have the meaning as assigned by the Lake Arlington Chapter. 
 
"Person" means any natural person, association of persons, partnership, corporation, agent 
or officer, or other entity. 
 
"Pier" means any pier, wharf, boat dock, gangway, or other platform or structure in or 
adjoining the water to which vessels may be moored, by which they may be boarded, or 
on which persons may walk or sit. 
 
"Shoreline" means the edge of the water as established by the 550 foot elevation. 
 
"Shoreline Restoration" shall have the meaning as assigned by the Lake Arlington 
Chapter. 
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"Walkways and bridges" means the constructed pedestrian facilities for the purpose of 
connecting piers and boathouses to the property.  Walkways and bridges are located 
above the 550 feet elevation. 
 
 
Section 19.02 Permits Required 
 
 No person shall erect, construct, enlarge, alter, repair, remove, convert or 
demolish any retaining wall, walkway, boathouse, or pier; or to excavate, grade, or fill 
property or cause the same to be done on any property located within the Lake Arlington 
Flowage Easement or in the Lake Arlington Reservoir Area without first obtaining a 
permit in accordance with Article IV of this Chapter.  No person shall erect, construct or 
convert any retaining wall, walkway, boathouse, or pier; or to excavate, grade, or fill 
property or cause the same to be done on any property located within the Lake Arlington 
Reservoir Area except for structure support poles, piers, anchors or rip rap for slope 
stabilization.  The building official may only issue a permit upon finding that the 
proposed work complies with the construction standards in this Article and with the 
building codes as may be applicable.  The building official may not issue a permit for any 
work proposed for new or existing boathouses or piers or other structures unless there is a 
current annual license agreement approved by the Lake Ordinance Administrator as 
required in the Lake Arlington Chapter. 
 
 Contractors performing work in or on the Lake Arlington Reservoir Area must 
have on file Contractor's Public Liability Insurance with a combined single limit of not 
less than Five Hundred Thousand and No/100 Dollars ($500,000.00) per occurrence, with 
an aggregate of not less than Five Hundred Thousand and No/100 Dollars ($500,000.00).  
The Registrant shall make the City of Arlington a Certificate Holder and present proof of 
insurance at the time of registration and all subsequent renewals.  Notice of policy 
cancellations or failure to renew coverage shall be cause for revocation of registration, 
denial of inspections or cancellation of permits. 
 
 In the event provisions in this article conflict with any other provisions in the City 
Code, the stricter of the two requirements shall take precedent. 
 
 
Section 19.02.01 Work Within Lake Arlington or the Flowage Easement 
 
 When an existing structure within Lake Arlington or the Flowage Easement is to 
be replaced, repaired, or extended, the existing structure must comply or be brought into 
compliance with this Article when any of the following apply: 
 



CONSTRUCTION 
19.02.01 

ARTICLE XIX - 3 
(Amend Ord 12-011, 4/3/12) 

A. The work affects more than fifty percent (50%) of the length of a retaining wall, 
or 

 
B. The work affects more than fifty percent (50%) of the floor area of the dock/pier, 

or 
 
C. The work affects more than fifty percent (50%) of the area of a sundeck, or 
 
D. The work affects more than fifty percent (50%) of the area of the roof structure. 
 
 EXCEPTION.  If the cost of such replacement, repair, or extension does not 

exceed 50% of the reasonable value of the existing structure, only the portion of 
the structure replaced, repaired, or extended must conform to the provisions of the 
ordinance.  The applicant has the burden of proof to establish the reasonable value 
of the existing structure and the cost of the requested replacement, repair, or 
extension.  (Amend Ord 12-011, 4/3/12) 

 
 
Section 19.02.02 Appeals to Requirements of Section 19.02.01 
 
 The owner of the premises, or an authorized agent, who seeks to erect or alter a 
building or structure within Lake Arlington or the Flowage Easement may appeal from a 
decision of the Building Official specifically regarding Section 19.02.01 to the Director of 
Water Utilities through the Building Official. 
 
A. The notice of appeal shall be filed within thirty (30) days after the Building 

Official renders a decision:  provided, however, that said Building Official may 
limit the time for appeal to a shorter period in cases involving buildings or 
structures that are, in the Building Official's opinion, unsafe or dangerous. 

 
B. Initiating work, progressing with that portion of work which is the particular issue 

on appeal, or progressing with work which would cover the matter on appeal, 
shall void such appeal. 

 
C. The Director of Water Utilities, when appealed to, shall conduct a hearing within 

a reasonable time and no earlier than ten (10) days after sending written notice of 
the time, location, and purpose of such hearing to the applicant.  After such 
hearing, the Director of Water Utilities may vary the application of any provision 
of Section 19.02.01 to any particular case when, in its opinion, the enforcement 
thereof would do manifest injustice and would be contrary to the spirit and 
purpose of Section 19.02.01 or the public interest, or when, in its opinion, the 
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interpretation of the Building Official should be modified or reversed for any 
other reason.  A decision of the Director of Water Utilities to vary the application 
of any provision of Section 19.02.01 or to modify an order of the Building Official 
shall specify in what manner such variation or modification is made, the 
conditions upon which it is made and the reasons therefore.  The decision shall be 
in writing.  The decision shall be promptly filed in the office of the Building 
Official and shall be open to the public for inspection.  A true and correct copy of 
the decision shall promptly be sent by mail or otherwise to the appellant and a 
copy shall be publicly posted in the office of the Building Official for two (2) 
weeks after the filing thereof. 

 
D. The decision of the Director of Water Utilities shall be final, subject, however, to 

such remedy as any aggrieved party might have at law or in equity.  Any person, 
firm or corporation aggrieved by any decision of the Director of Water Utilities 
may present to a court of record a petition, duly verified, setting forth that such 
decision is illegal in whole or in part, and specifying the grounds of the illegality.  
Unless such petition (appeal) shall be presented to the court within ten (10) days 
of the decision of the Director of Water Utilities is mailed or otherwise provided 
to appellant, the decision of the Director of Water Utilities shall become final.  

 
E. If a decision of the Director of Water Utilities reverses or modifies any decision of 

the Building Official or varies the application of any provision of Section 
19.02.01, the Building Official shall immediately take action in accordance with 
such decision.  (Amend Ord 12-011, 4/3/12) 

 
 
Section 19.03 Earthwork 

 
A. Prior to performing any earthwork within the Lake Arlington Reservoir Area or 

Flowage Easement, a site plan must be submitted for review and accepted.  
Permanent structures proposed with the site plan, such as retaining walls, 
boathouses or piers require a construction permit in accordance with Article IV of 
this Chapter. 

 
B. The following items shall be included with the site plan submittal: 
 

1. Description of the work. 
 
2. Plan prepared by a licensed Professional Engineer showing existing and 

proposed grades (topography), easements and structures where applicable.   
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Existing topography shall be verified by a Registered Public Land 
Surveyor. 

 
3. Cross-section(s) of any proposed excavation or fill at intervals sufficient to 

determine the volume of earth to be placed within or removed from the 
Flowage Easement. 

 
4. Earthwork calculations demonstrating the volume of fill to be placed 

within the Flowage Easement and/or Lake Arlington. 
 
5. Copy of 404 permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, as necessary. 
 

C. Plans which show that the work has been completed as originally intended on the 
approved site plan (Record Drawings) must be provided and accepted upon 
completion of earthwork activities.  The record drawing must include a 
verification statement or seal prepared by a Registered Public Land Surveyor. 

 
 
Section 19.04 Design and Construction Requirements for Retaining Walls 
 
A. Engineering design requirements. 

 
1. All retaining wall plans must be designed and sealed by a licensed 

professional engineer. 
 
2. If any part of the retaining wall is located at or below 560 feet above mean 

sea level, then the design and construction of the entire retaining wall must 
comply with this Article. 

 
3. The height of a retaining wall is measured from the bottom of the footing 

or foundation to the top of the wall. 
 
4. Retaining walls shall be constructed in stepped or terraced design.  The 

maximum exposed height for a retaining wall that is located closest to the 
water’s edge shall be no more than six (6) feet.  Subsequent terraced 
retaining walls shall be no more than four (4) feet in height. 
 
EXCEPTION.  If physical limitations on the site or structural engineering 
conditions make terracing technically unfeasible.  In any case the 
maximum height of any retaining wall or retaining wall segment is six (6) 
feet. 
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5. When walls are terraced, the upper wall shall be separated from the lower 

wall by a minimum of five (5’) feet measured horizontally. 
 
6. A bio-retention planting strip is required in the areas between terraced 

retaining walls and behind the top of the upper retaining wall.  The 
planting strip shall be a minimum five feet (5’) from the back and top of 
the retaining wall for the entire width of the retaining wall.  The bio-
retention planting strip shall be planted with deep rooted native or adapted 
grasses, ground cover and/or shrubs.  Approved Lake Arlington Planting 
Materials are listed in the Lake Arlington Chapter and below. 

 
Table 19A - Approved Lake Arlington Planting Materials 

Buffalo Grass Bouteloua dactyloides grass 
Indian Paintbrush Castilleja indivisa grass 
Plains coreopsis Coreopsis lanceolata grass 
Lindheimer's Muhly Muhlenbergia lindheimeri grass 
Indian Blanket Gaillardia pulchella grass 
Annual Phlox Phlox drummondii grass 
Island Sea Oats Chasmanthium latifolium tall grass 
Purple Cone Flower Echinacea pallida tall grass 
Black-eyed Susan Rudbekia hirta tall grass 
Maidenhair Fern Adiantum capillus-veneris ground cover 
Frogfruit Phyla nodiflora ground cover 
Spiderwort Tradescantia spp. ground cover 
Wax Myrtle Myrica cerifera shrub 
Dwarf Palmetto Sabal minor shrub 

Turk's Cap 
Malvaviscus arboreus var. 
drummondii shrub 

 
B. Retaining wall materials. 

 
1. The following materials are approved for the construction or veneer of 

retaining walls: 
 
 a. Interlocking masonry, stone, or brick; 
 
 b. Poured decorative concrete; and 
 
 c. Aesthetic sheet piling designed specifically for shoreline retaining 

walls. 
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2. Rock gabion or rock rip-rap is required at the exposed foot of the lowest 

retaining wall and may only extend one foot above and below the foot of 
the wall.  Rock or rip-rap shall consist of rocks ranging in sizes from eight 
inches in diameter to twelve inches in diameter and must be installed over 
a non-woven structural fabric.  

 
3. The following materials are expressly prohibited for the construction or 

veneer of retaining walls:  
 

a. concrete bags; 
 
b. plain concrete 
 
c. reclaimed or broken concrete;  
 
d. commercial sheet piles;  
 
e. other metal; or  
 
f. wood. 

 
 
Section 19.05 Design and Construction Requirements for Piers and 

Boathouses  
 
A. All piers and boathouse in Lake Arlington shall be considered accessory 

structures.  A primary structure must be present on the lot to which a pier, 
boathouse and/or walkway is erected or constructed. 

 
B. All piers and boathouses must be designed and sealed by a licensed professional 

engineer.  The following specific criteria must be incorporated in the engineer’s 
design and be included on the construction documents: 

 
1. All piers and/or boathouses shall be designed to withstand the loads as 

specified in the Building Code,  
 
2. All piers and/or boathouses shall be designed to withstand a minimum of 

four foot high wave action and the design wind load simultaneously; 
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3. Designs shall include the impacts of wind and wave action effects of boats 
attached to the pier and/or boathouse. 

 
4. Floating piers and boathouses shall be designed with anchorage footing 

and piers to remain in place to prevent the structure from floating or rising 
above the 100-year flood elevation;  (Amend Ord 12-011, 4/3/12) 

 
5. Cables and chains used in anchoring systems shall be designed with a 

minimum working load safety factor of 3.0 for cables and 2.0 for chains; 
 
6. Flotation devices for boathouses, walkways and bridges shall be designed 

and/or manufactured to support the dead load and live load as a fixed 
structure. 

 
C. Building zone width.  The building zone width is determined by the extension of 

the side property lines of a lot into the lake less the required minimum side 
setback.  Minimum side setbacks for piers and boathouses from the extended side 
property lines are as set forth in Table 19B - Buildable Zone Width.  See Figure 
19A - Buildable Zone Width for illustration purposes. 

 
Table 19B - Buildable Zone Width 

LOT WIDTH MIN SIDE SET BACK 
Less than 50 feet 5 feet 
50 feet to 69 feet 10 feet 
70 feet to 99 feet 15 feet 
100 feet or more 20 feet 
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Figure 19A - Buildable Zone Width Illustration 
 

D. Maximum structure area.  The maximum horizontal area of structures incidental 
to a single property (piers and/or boathouses) is 1,000 square feet. 

 
EXCEPTION:  For property owners that remove existing retaining walls and 
provide shoreline restoration; or, for property owners that elect to preserve 
existing natural shoreline areas, the maximum area of structures may be 1,250 
square feet.  Shoreline Restoration and Preservation projects must comply with 
the Lake Arlington Chapter. 
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E. Maximum length into the Lake.  Piers and/or boathouses shall not extend into the 

lake more than 100 feet from the shoreline.  
 

EXCEPTIONS: 
 

1. If the elevation of the Lake bottom at the 100 foot limit is higher than 545 
feet above mean sea level then the dock may extend to the point where the 
Lake bottom is 545 feet above mean sea level to a maximum length of 150 
feet as measured from the shoreline regardless of Lake Bottom elevation.  
This exception may not apply in narrow areas of the reservoir. 

 
2. In narrow areas of the reservoir (See figure 19B - Map of Narrow Areas), 

no structure shall occupy more than one third (1/3) of the channel width 
and in no case shall a structure extend out into the reservoir to a point that 
is more than 20 feet from the centerline of the channel.  For the purposes 
of this provision, the channel width is measured from water’s edge at the 
normal lake elevation of 548 feet mean sea level.  See Figure 19C - 
Narrow Channel Illustration. 

 
3. For property owners that remove existing retaining walls to undergo a 

shoreline restoration effort; or, for property owners that elect to preserve 
existing natural shoreline areas the maximum length of a pier may be 
extended to 125 feet.  This exception may not apply in narrow areas of the 
reservoir. 
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Figure 19B - Map of Narrow Areas 
 



CONSTRUCTION 
19.05 

ARTICLE XIX - 12 
(Amend Ord 11-043, 8/16/11) 

 

 
 

Figure 19C - Narrow Channel Illustration 
 
F. All piers and boathouses shall have lights in accordance with this subsection.  

These requirements apply to any piers and boathouses that extend into the Lake 
more than eight feet from a shoreline measured perpendicular to the shoreline. 
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1. Piers and boathouses must be continuously lighted with amber lights 
between sunset and sunrise each day. 

 
2. Piers and boathouses must have at least one light station.  Except as 

otherwise provided in this subsection, the light station must be located on 
the end of the pier and/or boathouse and on the side that is farthest from 
and parallel to the shoreline.  The light must be visible to a properly 
approaching watercraft. 

 
3. A pier or boathouse that extend thirty feet or more from the shoreline must 

have at least one light station on each side of the pier and/or boathouse not 
facing the shoreline. 

 
4. A pier or boathouse that extends fifty feet or more from the shoreline must 

have light stations from the shoreline to the end of the pier and/or 
boathouse at intervals of not more than twenty five feet except that a light 
station may not be located within eight feet of the shoreline. 

 
5. Each light station required by this subsection must have a two-bulb fixture 

with two working light bulbs between 7.5 and 25 watts.  Light bulbs or 
covers must be amber and white light shall not radiate from the fixture.  
Light stations must be controlled by only a photoelectric cell to insure 
dusk to dawn continuous operation. 

 
6. All electrical wiring on any pier and/or boathouse shall be in accordance 

with the City of Arlington electrical code for marine applications. 
 
7. Other lights installed that are not required by this subsection may only cast 

light down and shall not cast light outward from the pier. 
 
8. Any pier and/or boathouse that require lights under this subsection shall 

provide temporary lighting during construction and until the permanent 
lighting is installed.  
 

G. Address.  Each pier and/or boathouse shall have an address placard stating the 
street address and the street name of the primary residence associated with the 
structure.  The address placard shall be clearly legible from the lake side of the 
structure.  The lettering shall be a minimum of 6-inch high and be made of 
reflective material so that the address can be read at night.  Placards shall be made 
of cast aluminum and be rectangular in shape. 
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H. Toilet.  Toilet facilities of any type are prohibited on any boathouse or pier.   
 

I. Water.  The installation of a potable water line shall comply with the plumbing 
code. 
 

J. Electrical.  The installation of any electrical components shall comply with the 
electrical code. 

 
K. Specific design requirements for boathouses. 

 
1. Single Story.  All boathouses are limited to a single story (lower deck) and 

a sundeck (upper deck) or roof. 
 
2. Height.  The maximum height of any boathouse is thirteen feet as 

measured vertically from the pier walking surface to the top plate line. 
 
3. Pitch.  The maximum pitch for any sloped roof is 3:12. 
 
4. Roofs.  Flat roofs shall have a minimum roof pitch of 1/2:12.  The upper 

flat roof may be constructed for use as a sundeck.  When the upper deck is 
utilized as a sundeck, the following regulations apply: 

 
 a. The sundeck may not have a permanent roof or covering. 
 
 b. The sundeck is accessible by stairway and handrails constructed in 

accordance with the building code. 
 
 c. The sundeck area is protected with a surrounding guardrail 

constructed in accordance with the building code. 
 
 d. Except for the required guardrails, no other vertical construction is 

permitted on the upper deck.  
 
5. Enclosed boathouses are prohibited.  Solid sides on the boathouse are 

permitted at a maximum of two feet downward from the top plate.  No 
additional materials (i.e. lattice, fencing, bars, screen fabric, doors, glass, 
etc.) may be installed below the two foot sidewalls. 

 
6. A single enclosed storage area is permitted only on the lower deck of a 

boathouse.  The enclosed storage area may only be used for the purpose of 
storing items such as fishing tackle, skis and life jackets.  Products 
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considered hazardous material or any material which has a warning label 
prohibiting its use or storage near water and/or public water supplies is 
prohibited.  The maximum area allowed for the enclosed storage shall be 
32 square feet. 

 
L. Design criteria for piers and/or boathouses. 

 
1. The use of wood piles is prohibited;  
 
2. Metal piles shall be a minimum of three inches inside diameter schedule 

40 pipe.  Such piles shall be driven by a pile hammer to a point of 
resistance.  Such piles shall be driven in pairs, one on either side of the 
structure and braced.  Such piles shall be spaced a maximum of twelve feet 
center to center.  

 
3. Flotation structures shall be anchored with solid units that will provide the 

following anchorage:   
 
a. All anchors shall be of masonry, concrete, or steel and shall be 

securely fastened to the pier or boathouse by cable, chain, or other 
approved methods. 

 
b. All piers and boathouses shall be anchored to the shore line. 
 
c. Piers less than fifty feet in length shall be anchored on each corner 

designed to support one-fourth of the total dead load plus one-
eighth the total live load.  

 
d. Piers fifty feet or more in length shall also be anchored at the 

midpoint of the pier.  
 
4. Required Water Proofing:  All wood below the 100-year flood elevation 

shall be approved pressure-preservative-treated wood as defined in the 
building code.  All metal, including bolts, lag bolts, and fasteners, shall be 
galvanized or factory painted and listed for immersion in water.  Creosote 
treated wood is prohibited.  (Amend Ord 12-011, 4/3/12) 

 
5. Floating structures and flotation.  Flotation material shall be extruded 

polystyrene, expanded polystyrene, or a copolymer of polyethylene and 
polystyrene and have the following characteristics: 
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a. A minimum density of 0.9 pounds per cubic foot and be of 
consistent quality throughout the float. 

 
b. Beads shall be firmly fused together with no voids inside the 

encasement.  
 
c. Flotation material shall have a water absorption rate of less than 

3.0 pounds per cubic foot over seven days when tested by the Hunt 
Absorption Test.  

 
d. All flotation material shall be encased in solid polyethylene or a 

polyurethane type coating, both of which shall be watertight and 
have a nominal thickness of 0.125 inches.  

 
e. Drums made of plastic or metal, whether new or recycled, are 

prohibited from use as an encasement or float.  
 
f. All floats shall be warranted for a minimum of fifteen (15) years 

against sinking, becoming waterlogged, cracking, peeling, 
fragmenting, or losing beads, and shall not be prone to damage by 
animals.  

 
M. Shoreline Restoration and Preservation.  Shoreline Restoration and Preservation 

shall be conducted as provided for in the Lake Arlington Chapter.  (Amend Ord 
11-043, 8/16/11) 



CONSTRUCTION 
20.01 

ARTICLE XX - 1 
(Amend Ord 11-043, 8/16/11) 

ARTICLE XX 
 

PENALTY 
 
 
20.01 
 

Penalty 

A person who violates any provision of this Chapter by 
performing an act prohibited or by failing to perform an act 
required is guilty of a misdemeanor; each day the violation 
continues shall be a separate offense. 
 
1. If the definition of an offense under this Chapter does 

not prescribe a culpable mental state, then a culpable 
mental state is not required.  Such offense shall be 
punishable by a fine not to exceed Five Hundred Dollars 
and No Cents ($500.00).  Although not required, if a 
culpable mental state is in fact alleged in the charge 
of the offense and the offense governs fire safety, 
zoning, or public health and sanitation, including 
dumping of refuse, such offense shall be punishable by 
a fine not to exceed Two Thousand Dollars and No Cents 
($2,000.00). 

 
2. If the definition of an offense under this Chapter 

prescribes a culpable mental state and the offense 
governs fire safety, zoning, or public health and 
sanitation, including dumping of refuse, then a 
culpable mental state is required and the offense shall 
be punishable by a fine not to exceed Two Thousand 
Dollars and No Cents ($2,000.00). 

 
(Amend Ord 11-043, 8/16/11) 
 



ORDINANCE NO. 92-62 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE "CONSTRUCTION" 
CHAPTER OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 
ARLINGTON, TEXAS, 1987, THROUGH THE 
ADDITION OF ARTICLE XVII THEREOF, ENTI­
TLED DANGEROUS BUILDINGS, PROVIDING FOR 
THE DEFINITION OF DANGEROUS BUILDING; 
PROVIDING FOR A PUBLIC HEARING; PROVID­
ING FOR A CIVIL PENALTY OF UP TO $2,000 
PER DAY; PROVIDING FOR ABATEMENT OF DAN­
GEROUS BUILDINGS i PROVIDING FOR A· FINE 
OF UP TO $2,000 FOR EACH OFFENSE IN VIO­
LATION OF THE ORDINANCE; PROVIDING THIS 
ORDINANCE BE CUMULATIVE; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR GOVERNMENTAL 
IMMUNITY; PROVIDING FOR INJUNCTIONS; 
PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION AND BECOMING 
EFFECTIVE TEN DAYS AFTER FIRST PUBLICA­
TION 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARLINGTON, 
TEXAS: 

1. 

That the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the City 

of Arlington, Texas, 1987, is hereby amended through the 

addition of Article XVII thereof, entitled Dangerous Build-

ings, so that hereafter said article shall be and read as 

follows: 

ARTICLE XVII 

DANGEROUS BUILDINGS 

Section 17.01 Authority 

This article is adopted pursuant to the authority pro­
vided by Chapter 214, Subchapter A, of the Local Government 
Code. 



Section 17.02 Dangerous Building Defined 

Section 302 of the 1991 edition of the Uniform Code for 
the Abatement of Dangerous Buildings, as published by the 
International Conference of Building Officials, is hereby 
adopted but modified and amended by the following, so that 
Section 302, entitled "Dangerous Buildings," shall read as 
follows: 

Any building which is a hazard to the public health, 
safety and welfare, and which is dilapidated, substandard or 
unfit for human habitation as hereinafter described, shall 
be deemed to be a dangerous building: 

A. When any door, aisle, passageway, stairway or other 
means of exit is not of sufficient width or size or is 
not so arranged as to provide safe and adequate means 
of exit in case of fire or panic; 

B. When the walking surface of any aisle, passageway, 
stairway or other means of exit is warped, worn, loose, 
torn or otherwise unsafe so that it would not provide 
safe and adequate means of exit in case of fire or 
panic; 

C. When the stress in any materials, member or portion 
thereof, due to all dead and live loads, is more than 
one and one half {1 1/2) times the working stress or 
stresses allowed in the Building Code for new buildings 
of similar structure, purpose or location; 

D. When any portion has been damaged by fire, earthquake, 
wind, flood or by any other cause, to such an extent 
that the structural strength or stability thereof is 
materially less than it was before such catastrophe and 
is less than the minimum requirements of the Building 
Code for a newly constructed building of like area, 
height and occupancy; 

E. When any portion or member or appurtenance is likely to 
fail, or to become detached or dislodged, or to col­
lapse and thereby injure persons or damage property; 

F. When any portion of the building, or when any member, 
appurtenance or ornamentation on its exterior is not of 
sufficient strength or stability, or is not anchored, 
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attached or fastened in place so as to be capable of 
resisting a wind pressure of one half (1/2) of that 
specified in the Building Code for a newly constructed 
building of like area, height and occupancy, without 
exceeding the working stresses permitted in the Build­
ing Code for such buildings; 

G. When any portion has wracked, warped, buckled or set­
tled to such an extent that walls or other structural 
portions have materially less resistance to winds or 
earthquakes than is required in the case of similar new 
construction; 

H. When the building or any portion thereof is likely to 
partially or completely collapse because of: 

1. Dilapidation, deterioration or decay; 

2. Faulty construction; 

3. The removal, movement or instability of any por­
tion of the ground necessary for the purpose of 
supporting such building; 

4. The deterioration, decay or inadequacy of its 
foundation; or 

5. Any other cause; 

I. When, for any reason, the building or any portion 
thereof is manifestly unsafe for the purpose for which 
it is being used; 

J. When the exterior walls or other vertical structural 
members list, lean or buckle to such an extent that a 
plumb line passing through the center of gravity does 
not fall inside the middle one third of the base; 

K. When the building, exclusive of the foundation, shows 
thirty-three percent (33%) or more damage or deteriora­
tion of its supporting member or members, or fifty per­
cent (50%) damage or deterioration of its nonsupporting 
members, enclosing or outside walls or coverings; 
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L. When the building is damaged, dilapidated or dete­
riorated to the extent that it is an attractive nui­
sance to children; 

M. If the building was constructed or is maintained in 
violation of any specific requirement or prohibition 
applicable to such building provided by the Building 
Code, or of any law or ordinance of this state or City 
relating to the condition, location or structure of 
buildings; 

N. If the building has in any nonsupporting part, member 
or portion less than fifty percent (50%), or in any 
supporting part, member or portion less than sixty-six 
percent (66%) of the strength, fire-resisting qualities 
or characteristics, or weather-resisting qualities or 
characteristics required by law for a newly constructed 
building of like area, height and occupancy; 

0. If the building is used or intended to be used for 
dwelling purposes, and because of inadequate main­
tenance, dilapidation, decay, damage, faulty con­
struction or arrangement, inadequate light, air or san­
itation facilities, or otherwise, is determined by the 
Building Official or his authorized representative to 
be unsanitary, unfit for human habitation or in such a 
condition that is likely to cause sickness or disease; 

P. If the building, because of obsolescence, dilapidated 
condition, deterioration, damage, inadequate exits, 
lack of sufficient fire-resistive construction, faulty 
electric wiring, gas connections or heating apparatus, 
or other cause, is determined by the Building Official 
or his authorized representative to be a fire hazard; 

Q. When any portion of an abandoned building or structure 
remains on a site after the demolition or destruction 
of the building or structure; 

R. When the building or its curtilage contains accumu­
lations of litter; refuse; garbage; rubbish; junk; 
animal carcasses; decaying flesh, fish, fowls or 
vegetables; stagnant water or other stagnant liquid; 
flammable liquids; slops; trash; or other deposits or 
substances, which are unwholesome, filthy, unsightly, 
offensive or unsanitary; likely to create or engender 
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disease; likely to harbor insects or rodents; or likely 
to pollute storm water; 

s. When a building which is partially constructed has not 
had any significant construction work done on it in the 
preceding six (6) months, and it is not secured by a 
fence or other means to prevent children and vagrants 
from entering the building; or 

T. When a building which is partially constructed has not 
had any significant construction work done on it in the 
preceding six (6) months, and all building materials 
and construction equipment and tools have neither been 
removed from the construction site nor secured at the 
site to prevent their use by children; their theft; 
their deterioration; their vandalism; or their harbor­
age of rodents or insects. 

Section 17.03 commenceme nt of Hearing 

A. Scheduling of Hearing. When the Building Official has 
inspected or caused to be inspected any building and 
has determined that such building is a dangerous build­
ing, he may schedule a hearing before the Housing Advi­
sory and Appeals Board (the Board) to determine whether 
such building should be vacated, repaired, removed 
andjor demolished. 

B. Issuance of Notice. The Building Official shall issue 
a notice of hearing to the owner of the building and to 
each mortgagee and lienholder of the building and of 
the property on which it is located, as shown by the 
records in the office of the county clerk for Tarrant 
County. 

c. Contents of Notice. The notice shall contain: 

1. The street address or legal description of the 
building; 

2. A statement that the Building Official has found 
the building to be dangerous, and a brief descrip­
tion of the conditions found to render the build­
ing dangerous under the provisions of Section 
17.02; and 
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3. A statement specifying the date, time and place of 
the hearing . 

D. Service of Notice . 

1. Notice of the hearing shall be given by certified 
mail, return receipt requested, or by personal 
service. If the address of any person entitled to 
notice cannot be ascertained, or if service cannot 
be made by mail or in person after a reasonable 
attempt, service shall be made by posting a copy 
of the notice on the front door of each 
improvement situated on the affected property or 
as close to the front door as practicable. 

2. The notice shall be mailed andjor posted before 
the tenth (lOth) day before the date of the hear­
ing. Service by certified mail shall be effective 
on the date of mailing. 

3. Proof of service shall be certified at the time of 
service by a written declaration executed by the 
persons effecting service, declaring the date, 
time and manner in which service was made. The 
declaration, together with any receipt card 
returned in acknowledgment of receipt by certified 
mail shall be affixed to the copy of the notice 
retained by the Building Official. 

Section 17.04 Conduct of Hearing 

A. Failure to Appear . If the owner of the building fails 
to appear at the hearing after being duly served, the 
Board shall conduct the hearing as if the owner person­
ally appeared. 

B. Subpoena Power. Witnesses may be subpoenaed in accor­
dance with the procedures set forth in Article XI of 
the "Administration" Chapter. 

C. Quorum. A majority of the members of the Board shall 
constitute a quorum for the purposes of holding a hear­
ing, and an affirmative vote by three (3) members of 
the Board shall be required for the rendering of 
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decisions or the issuance of orders authorized under 
this article. 

D. Procedure. The Board shall be authorized to establish 
rules and regulations for the conduct of hearings, if 
such are consistent with this article and state law. 

E. Decisions and Orders. 

1. After all evidence has been presented at the hear­
ing, the Board shall determine whether the build­
ing is a dangerous building. If more than one (1) 
building is located on a property and is the sub­
ject of the hearing, the Board shall make a sepa­
rate determination for each building. 

2. a. If the building is declared dangerous under 
Section 17. 02, except Subsections (Q) , (R) , 
(S) and (T), the Board shall order the owner, 
at his option, to repair, remove or demolish 
the building. The Board shall specify a rea­
sonable period of time for the owner to do 
so. 

b. If the building is declared dangerous under 
Subsection 17.02 (Q), the Board shall order 
the owner to remove or demolish the building, 
and shall specify a reasonable period of time 
for the owner to do so. 

c. If the building is declared dangerous under 
Subsection 17.02 (R) , the Board shall order 
the owner to remove the accumulated matter, 
and shall specify a reasonable period of time 
for the owner to do so. 

d. If the building is declared dangerous under 
Subsection 17. 02 ( s) , the Board shall order 
the owner, at his option, to secure, demolish 
or remove the building, and shall specify a 
reasonable period of time for the owner to do 
so. 

e. If the building is declared dangerous under 
Subsection 17.02 (T), the Board shall order 
the owner, at his option, to secure or remove 
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all building materials, equipment and tools, 
and shall specify a reasonable period of time 
for the owner to do so. 

3. If necessary to protect the health, safety and 
welfare of the building's occupants, the Board 
shall order the building vacated. If the condi­
tion of the building is due to neglect or to in­
tentional or negligent acts by the owner, the 
Board shall order the owner to relocate the occu­
pants at his reasonable expense and in a reason­
able manner. The Board shall specify a reasonable 
period of time for the completion of the reloca­
tion. 

4. The Board shall also order an additional reason­
able period of time for all mortgagees or lien­
holders to comply with the order should the owner 
fail to comply. 

5. The Board shall also order a civil penalty that 
the City may assess if the owner fails to repair, 
remove or demolish the building in accordance with 
the Board's order. Such penalty shall not exceed 
the amount of Two Thousand Dollars and No Cents 
($2,000.00) per day that the building is out of 
compliance with the order. 

Section 17.05 Contents of Order 

A. An order issued by the Board shall be in writing and 
shall set forth the decisions of the Board made pur­
suant to Section 17.05(E). 

B. An order to repair shall set forth those items that 
need to be repaired. 

c. An order shall also contain the following statement: 

"It is further ORDERED that if the owner 
fails to comply with any part of this order 
by the specified dates, and if any of the 
mortgagees or lienholders fail to comply with 
the order in the owner's stead and by the 
specified dates, the City shall be authorized 
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at its discretion to vacate, secure, repair, 
remove and/or demolish the building(s) at its 
own expense. Alternatively, the city is 
authorized to assess a civil penalty on · the 
owner in the amount of 

($ ) per day 
-=f:-o_r_e_a_c-=-h-d-=--a-y----:t-::h~a-t-=----=-the building continues to 
be in violation of this order. Such costs or 
penalty shall accrue interest at a rate of 
ten percent (10%) per annum. The City shall 
have all remedies provided by law to recover 
such costs, penalties and interest, and shall 
be entitled to place a lien on the property 
unless it is a homestead protected by the 
Texas Constitution." 

D. An order shall be signed by the chairperson or acting 
chairperson of the Board. 

E. A copy of the order shall be sent to the building's 
owner by regular mail or delivered in person. 

section 17.06 Failure to comply With order 

A. If the owner of a building declared dangerous fails to 
comply with an order of the Board within the allotted 
time, the Building Official shall cause a copy of the 
Board's order to be sent by regular mail to each lien­
holder and mortgagee as was determined pursuant to Sec­
tion 17.03 (B). This shall constitute notice to the 
lienholders and mortgagees that the owner has failed to 
comply with the order. 

B. If the lienholders and mortgagees fail to comply with 
the order within the time allotted to them by the 
Board, the Building Official may: 

1. Vacate, secure, repair, remove andjor demolish the 
building at the City's expense; or 

2. Assess a civil penalty against the owner of the 
building, as provided by the Board, for failure to 
comply with the order. 
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c. The Building Official is authorized to repair a build­
ing only to the extent necessary to bring the building 
into compliance with minimum standards, and only if the 
building is a residential building with ten (10) or 
fewer units. 

D. The Building Official is further authorized to ask the 
City Attorney to bring suit against the owner in a 
Tarrant County district court to request that a 
receiver be appointed to rehabilitate the property. 

Section 17.07 Liens 

A. If the City assesses a civil penalty pursuant to Sec­
tion 17.06(B) (2), or if the City incurs expenses under 
Section 17.06(B}(1) or (C), the City may assess the 
expenses or penalty on and has a lien against the land 
on which the building was located, unless the land is a 
homestead protected by the Texas Constitution. 

B. A lien imposed pursuant to this article is a privileged 
lien subordinate only to tax liens and all previously 
recorded bona fide mortgage liens. 

c. The lien arises and attaches to the property at the 
time the notice of the lien is recorded and indexed in 
the office of the county clerk for Tarrant County. The 
notice shall contain the name and address of the owner 
if that information can be determined; a legal descrip­
tion of the land on which the building was located; the 
amount of expenses incurred by the City or the civil 
penalty and the balance due. 

D. A lien is extinguished when the property owner or other 
person with an interest in the legal title to the land 
pays the City the balance due in full. 

Section 17.08 Notice and Collection of Penalty and Expenses 

A. If the City incurs expenses under Section 17.06 (B) ( 1) 
or (C) the Building Official shall cause a statement to 
be sent to the owner, setting forth the amount of the 
expenses and the interest accrued to date. The Build­
ing Official shall thereafter cause an annual statement 
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to be sent to the owner until the expenses and interest 
are paid in full. 

B. If the City assesses a civil penalty pursuant to Sec­
tion 17.06(B)(2), the Building Official shall cause a 
notice to be sent to the owner that the City has begun 
assessing the penalty provided by the order. There­
after, the Building Official shall cause a monthly 
statement to be sent to the owner, setting forth the 
amount of the accrued penalty and interest, until the 
penalty and interest is paid in full. 

C. A civil penalty or assessment for expenses shall accrue 
interest at the rate of ten percent (10%) per annum 
from the date of assessment until paid in full. 

D. The City shall be entitled to all remedies provided by 
law for the collection of debt in order to recover 
penalty, expenses and interest. However, the City 
shall not be entitled to foreclose a lien for repair 
expenses if the property on which the repairs were made 
is occupied as a residential homestead by a person 
sixty-five (65) years of age or older. 

section 17.09 Other Enforcement 

A. An owner who fails to 
shall be guilty of a 
not to exceed Two 
($2,000.00). 

comply with an order of the Board 
misdemeanor punishable by a fine 
Thousand Dollars and No Cents 

B. Each day that a violation continues shall constitute a 
separate offense. 

c. A criminal prosecution shall be in addition to any 
civil remedies to which the City is entitled. The 
remedies provided by this article shall be in addition 
to the remedies provided by this chapter or any other 
applicable ordinance or statute. 

2. 

Any person, firm, corporation, agent or employee 
thereof who violates any of the provisions of this ordinance 
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shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 
shall be fined an amount not to exceed Two Thousand Dollars 
and No Cents {$2,000.00) for each offense. Each day that a 
violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a separate 
offense. 

3. 

This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be 
cumulative of all other ordinances of the City of Arlington; 
and this ordinance shall not operate to repeal or affect any 
of such other ordinances except insofar as the provisions 
thereof might be inconsistent or in conflict with the provi­
sions of this ordinance, in which event such conflicting 
provisions, if any, in such other ordinance or ordinances 
are hereby repealed. 

4. 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase 
of this ordinance is for any reason held to be unconstitu­
tional, such holding shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this ordinance. 

5 . 

All of the regulations provided in this ordinance are 
hereby declared to be governmental and for the health, 
safety and welfare of the general public. Any member of the 
city Council or any City official or employee charged with 
the enforcement of this ordinance, acting for the City of 
Arlington in the discharge of his duties, shall not thereby 
render himself personally liable; and he is hereby relieved 
from all personal liability for any damage that might accrue 
to persons or property as a result of any act required or 
permitted in the discharge of his said duties. 

6. 

Any violation of this ordinance can be enjoined by a 
suit filed in the name of the city of Arlington in a court 
of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in addi­
tion to any penal provision in this ordinance or in the Code 
of the City of Arlington. 
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7. 

The caption and penalty clause of this ordinance shall 
be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the 
city of Arlington, in compliance with the provisions of 
Article VII, Section 15, of the City Charter. Further, this 
ordinance may be published in pamphlet form and shall be 
admissible in such form in any court, as provided by law. 

8. 

This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days 
after first publication as described above. 

PRESENTED AND GIVEN FIRST READING on the 9th day of 

June 1992, at a regular meeting of the City 

Council of the City of Arlington, Texas; and GIVEN SECOND 

READING, passed and approved on the 16th day of 

June 1992, by a vote of 8 ayes and 0 

nays at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of 

Arlington, Texas. 

~I 
RICHARD E. GREENE, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

JAY DOEGEY, City Attorney 
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Staff Report to Mayor ana City Council 

Date Reference Sub1ect 

6/9/92 Nu9bf-A-475 ADOPTION OF THE DANGEROUS BUILDINGS CODE 

BACKGROUND 

Staff has prepared an ordinance revision to the Construction 
Chapter of the City Code entitled "Dangerous Buildings". Adoption 
of the proposed amendment will ensure that the City can require the 
repair or demolition of substandard structures as well as address 
specific safety hazards that are not covered by existing ordinance. 

DISCUSSION 

In response to the direction of Council to develop such an 
ordinance, the Code Enforcement Division has completed its review 
and examination of the 1991 edition of the Uniform Code for the 
Abatement of Dangerous Buildings, as published by the International 

. Conference of Building Officials, and proposes its adoption with 
amendments. 

The scope of this ordinance allows the City a greater authority to 
review substandard buildings, 1n part, through the scheduling of 
public hearings before the Housing Advisory and Appeals Board. 
During these Hearings, the Board determines if properties are 
substandard and dangerous, and whether or not they should be 
vacated, repaired, removed or demolished. 

In the event that a Hearing is conducted and abatement procedures 
are required on behalf of the City, a lien may be attached to the 
property for the collection of all project expenses. 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Community Development Department respectfully recommends the 
adoption of Section 302 of the Uniform Code for the Abatement of 
Dangerous Buildings, a s ame nded. Staff is prepared to respond to 
any que stions that the Council may h a ve. 

Ongonatmg 
Depar tment Head 

CJ-Vl.RLES ~ EXT. 6500 
For Add itional In formation 
Contact · JACK lHWSON EXT. 5986 

Dosposotoon by Coun col. 
~~ Approved 

'1 Other (Descrobe) 
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AN - Jan. 9 & 16, 1994 

ORDINANCE NO. 94-03 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE "CONSTRUCTION" 
CHAPTER OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF AR­
LINGTON, TEXAS, 1987, THROUGH THE REPEAL 
OF THE EXISTING ARTICLE I THEREOF, AND 
THE ADOPTION OF A NEW ARTICLE I, ENTI­
TLED, BUILDING CODE, RELATIVE TO THE 
ADOPTION OF THE 1991 UNIFORM BUILDING 
CODE WITH CERTAIN DELETIONS, AMENDMENTS 
AND ADDENDA; AND THROUGH THE AMENDMENT 
OF ARTICLE IV, ADMINISTRATION. PERMITS 
AND INSPECTION, BY THE AMENDMENT OF SEC­
TION 4.04, PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS, AT 
(A), RELATIVE TO EXCEPTIONS FOR SUBMIS­
SION OF PLANS; BY THE AMENDMENT OF SEC­
TION 4.05, BUILDING PERMITS ISSUED, REL­
ATIVE TO ACCEPTANCE OF PLANS AND SPECI­
FICATIONS; BY THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 
4.15, CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY, RELATIVE 
TO ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES; AND THROUGH 
THE AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE VII, SIGNS, BY 
THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 7.05, UNLAWFUL 
SIGNS, RELATIVE TO AUTHORITY TO REMOVE 
SIGNS; BY THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 7.09, 
PRESUMPTION, RELATIVE TO PRIMA FACIE EV­
IDENCE FOR VIOLATIONS; AND THROUGH THE 
AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE IX, FENCES, BY THE 
AMENDMENT OF SECTION 9.02, ENCLOSURE OF 
SWIMMING POOLS, SPAS AND HOT TUBS, RELA­
TIVE TO REQUIREMENTS AND OFFENSES; AND 
BY THE ADDITION OF ARTICLE XVIII, ACCES­
SIBILITY, RELATIVE TO REQUIREMENTS OF 
BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES FOR ACCESSIBIL­
ITY TO THE PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED; 
PROVIDING FOR A FINE OF UP TO $2,000 FOR 
EACH OFFENSE IN VIOLATION OF THE ORDI­
NANCE; PROVIDING THIS ORDINANCE BE CUMU­
LATIVE; PROVIDING . FOR SEVERABILITY; 
PROVIDING FOR GOVERNMENTAL IMMUNITY; 
PROVIDING FOR INJUNCTIONS; PROVIDING FOR 
PUBLICATION AND BECOMING EFFECTIVE TEN 
DAYS AFTER FIRST PUBLICATION 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARLINGTON, 
TEXAS: 



1. 

That the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the City 
of Arlington, Texas, 1987, is hereby amended through the 
repeal of the existing Article I and the adoption of a new 
Article I, entitled Building Code, so that hereafter, said 
Article shall be and read as follows: 

section 1.01 Title 

ART'ICLB 'I 

BUILDING CODE 

This Chapter shall be known as the "Building Code" of 
the City of Arlington. 

Section 1.02 Adoption of Code 

The Uniform Building Code, 1991 Edition (hereinafter 
called "U.B.C. "), as published by the International Con­
ference of Building Officials, is hereby adopted and desig­
nated, together with the deletions, amendments and addenda 
hereinafter contained, as the Building Code of the City of 
Arlington, the same as though said U.B.C. were copied at 
length herein. Copies of the U. B. C. and its Appendices 
shall be kept on file in the Office of the City Secretary. 

section 1.03 Code Defined; Rule of construction 

This Building Code shall include all of the provisions 
of the U.B.C. as adopted by Section 1.02 above and all other 
provisions contained herein. In the event a conflict is de­
termined to exist between said U. B. C. as adopted ·and the 
other provisions of this Chapter, the latter provisions 
shall be construed as controlling and taking precedence over 
the former. 

section 1.04 Amendments, Additions and Deletions 

The adoption of the U.B.C., as provided in Section 1.02 
above, is modified and amended by the following: 
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A. The addition thereto of Articles II, et seq., of this 
Chapter. 

B. The deletion in the entirety of the fallowing pro­
visions of the U. B. C. : 

(1) Section 203, entitled Unsafe Buildings or Struc-
tures; 

(2) Section 204, entitled Board of Appeals; 
(3) Section 205, entitled Violations; and 
(4) Chapter 3, entitled Permits and Inspections; and 
(5) Chapter 31, entitled ·Accessibility: and 
(6) Section 3210, entitled Inspections. 

c. The amendment of the following U.B.C. provisions: 

(1) The amendment of Section 103, entitled Scope, by 
the addition ·of the following "EXCEPTION" between 
the first paragraph and the second paragraph: 

EXCEPTION: Storage buildings not exceeding three 
hundred (300) square feet in area or two thousand 
(2,000) cubic feet in ·volume shall not be subject 
to the provisions of this Building Code provided: 

(a) The building shall not be intended or used 
for human occupancy; 

{b) Any mechanical, electrical or plumbing work 
shall be installed in full compliance with 
the appropriate Chapter of the Code of the 
city of Arlington for such work; 

( c) The building shall be anchored at each cor­
ner: said anchorage shall equal or exceed a 
concrete pier ten inches (10 11 ) in diameter 
and eighteen inches ( 18 11 ) in depth embedded 
with a standard one- half inch (\") diameter 
anchor bolt; 

(d) The building shall be not closer than five 
feet ( 5') to a property line in residential 
areas and ten feet (10'} to a property line 
in non-residential areas: subject, however, 
to any more restrictive setbacks contained in 
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the 11 zoning11 Chapter of the Code of the City 
of Arlington: further, storage buildings on 
commercial property shall be separated from 
other structures and property lines as spec­
ified by U.B.C., Chapter 5; 

(e) The building shall be maintained in good re­
pair; 

( f) There sha 11 be not more than one ( 1) such 
building on any property occupied for other 
than residential use; and 

( g) A permit for such building shall have been 
obtained from the Building Official. 

(2) The amendment of Section 202, entitled Powers and 
Duties of Building Official, Subsection (c), Right 
of Entryf to read as follows: 

Whenever necessary to make an inspection to en­
force any of the provisions of this Building Code, 
or whenever the Building Official or his author­
ized representative has reasonable cause to be­
lieve that there exists in any building or upon 
any premises any condition or violation which 
makes such building or premises unsafe, dangerous 
or hazardous, the Building Official or his autho­
rized representative may enter such building or 
premises at all reasonable times to inspect the 
same or to perform any duty imposed upon said 
Building Official by this Building Code. If such 
building or premises be occupied, he shall first 
present proper credentials and request entry. If 
such building or premises be unoccupied, he shall 
first make a reasonable effort to locate the owner 
or other person having charge or control of the 
building or premises and request entry. If such 
entry is refused, or, if no owner or other person 
having charge or control of the building or 
premises can be located, the Building Official or 
his authorized representative shall have recourse 
to every remedy provided by law to secure entry. 

(3) The amendment of Section 202, entitled Powers and 
Duties of Building Official, Subsection (e), Occu-
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pancy Violations and Dangerous Buildings: Evacua­
tion, to read as follows: 

Whenever any building, structure, or equipment 
therein which is regulated by this Building Code 
is being used contrary to the provisions of said 
Code, the Building Official or his authorized rep­
resentative may order that such use be discontin­
ued and/or that the building or structure, or a 
portion thereof, be vacated by written notice 
served on any person who is causing such use to be 
continued. Further, the Building Official or his 
authorized representative may order the evacuation 
of any building or premises, or a portion thereof, 
which constitutes a dangerous building as defined 
in Article XVII of this Chapter. 

Notice to stop use shall be given by personal de­
livery or by certified mail, return receipt re­
quested, to the person responsible for the contin­
ued use. Such person shall discontinue the use 
within the time prescribed by the Building Offi­
cial after receipt of such notice and shall not 
resume the use of the building or premises until 
first rendering the same in compliance with this 
Building Code. 

Notice to vacate a dangerous building or premises 
shall be posted at or upon each exit of the said 
structure affected thereby, and shall be in sub­
stantially the following form: 

"DO NOT ENTER 
UNSAFE TO OCCUPY 

It is a misdemeanor to occupy 
this building, or to remove or 
deface this notice. 

Arlington Building Official 
(by)--,-__________ _ 

(date).-----,=----:=---=-----:-------~ 
(compliance due date) " -------

No person shall remain in or enter any building or 
premises which has been so posted, except that en-
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try may be made to repair, demolish or remove the 
unsafe condition. Such entry or the destruction, 
defacing or removal of said notice prior to ap­
proval by the Building Official or his authorized 
representative shall be a violation of this Build­
ing Code. 

( 4·) The amendment of the definition of "DWELLING UNIT" 
contained in Section 405 by the addition of the 
following sentence: 

A Dwelling Unit shall not contain more than one 
(1) kitchen. 

(5) The amendment of the definition of "SHALL" con­
tained in Section 420, so that said definition 
shall read as follows: 

SHALL, as it applies to an act or duty to be per­
formed by the Building Official pursuant to any 
section of this Building Code, is discretionary. 
Its · use in all other applications in this Code 
shall be mandatory. 

(6) The amendment of Section 503, entitled Mixed Occu­
pancy, Subsection (d), Fire Ratings for Occupancy 
Separations, so that "EXCEPTIONS", paragraph 3 
shall read as follows: 

Occupancy separation between a dwelling (including 
its attic area) and its private garage may be ac­
complished by a one-half inch (~") thickness of 
standard gypsum board, with treated joints, ap­
plied at the garage side. A door opening shall 
have a tight-fitting door. Fire dampers need not 
be installed in air duct openings located in such 
walls or ceiling. 

(7) The amendment of Section 705, entitled Light, Ven­
tilation and Sanitation, Subsection (c) Sanita­
tion, to read as follows: 

Every building or portion thereof where persons 
are employed shall be provided with sanitary 
facilities which comply with the "Plumbing" Chap­
ter of the Code of the city of Arlington. Build-
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ings or portions thereof where persons are em­
ployed shall be provided with at least one (1) wa­
ter closet. Separate facilities shall be provided 
for each sex when the number of employees exceeds 
ten (10). Such toilet facilities s hall be located 
either in such building or corweniently in a 
building adjacent thereto on the same property. 

Such water closet rooms in connection with food 
establishments where food is prepared, stored or 
served shall have a nonabsorbent interior finish 
as specified in Section 510(b), shall have hand­
washing facilities therein or adjacent thereto, 
and shall be separated from food preparation or 
storage rooms as specified in Section 510(a). 

For other requirements on water closets, see Sec­
tion 511. 

(8) The amendment of Section 1205, entitled Light. 
Ventilation and Sanitation, Subsection (c), Venti­
lation, to delete all specific mentions of 
"laundry rooms." 

(9) The amendment of Section 1210, entitled Smoke De­
tectors and Sprinkler Systems, Subsection (a) 
Smoke Detectors, paragraph 2, Additions. Alter­
ations. or Repairs to Group R Occupancies, and 
Paragraph 3, Power Source, to read as follows: 

2. Smoke detectors in existing Group R Occupan­
cies, except Division 1 apartment houses and 
hotels, shall be installed in accordance with 
paragraphs 3, 4 and 5 of this subsection, ei­
ther when the interior of the dwelling unit 
is repaired, remodeled or rebuilt at a pro­
jected cost of more than $1,000.00, and such 
work requires a permit, or when a sleeping 
room is added or created, smoke detectors in 
existing Group R, Division 1 apartment houses 
and hotels shall be installed in compliance 
with the "Fire Prevention" Chapter. 

3 • Smoke detectors shall receive their primary 
power from the building wiring when such 
wiring is served from a commercial source, 

(7) 



and shall be equipped with a battery backup. 
The detector shall emit a signal when the 
batteries are low. Wiring shall be permanent 
and without a disconnecting switch other than 
those required for over current protection. 
Smoke detectors may be solely battery oper­
ated when installed in buildings without com­
mercial power. 

(10) The amendment of Section 2308, entitled 
Design, Subsection (b) , Retaining Walls, 
addition of the following paragraph and 
TION": 

Special 
by the 

"EXCEP-

Retaining walls exceeding three feet (3') in 
height shall be constructed of reinforced concrete 
and designed by a professional engineer unless an­
other arrangement is specifically approved by the 
Building Official or his authorized representa­
tive. A wall built in tiers shall be considered a 
single wall in height when the upper tier is set 
back less than one and one-half ( 1\) times the 
height of the wall section below. 

EXCEPTION: Retaining walls erected on properties 
used for Group R-1 apartment houses or Group R-3 
occupancies may be constructed up to six feet (6') 
in height of materials other than reinforced con­
crete which are approved by the Building Official · 
or his authorized representative. These retaining 
walls shall be designed by a professional engineer 
when exceeding a height of four feet (4'). Unless 
specifically approved by the Building Official, 
such walls shall not support a building, driveway 
or other permanent construction closer to the wall 
than one and one-half (1\) times the full height 
of the wall. 

( 11) The amendment of Section 2516, entitled General 
Construction Requirements, Subsection (g), Exteri­
or Wall Coverings, Paragraph 4, Shingles or 
Shakes, by the addition of the following 
"EXCEPTION": 
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EXCEPTION: Wood shingles and shakes shall not be 
used as an exterior wall covering within seven 
feet (7') of grade for Group R-1 Occupancies. 

All wood shingles or shakes to be used .as an exte­
rior wall covering for Group R-1 Occupancies shall 
be fire-retardant shakes and shingles. Fire re­
tardant shakes and shingles are wood shakes and 
shingles complying with U.B.C. Standard No . 32-8 
or 32-11 impregnated by the full-cell vacuum-pres­
sure process with fire retardant chemicals, and 
have been qualified by U.B. c. Standard No. 32-7 
for use on Class A, B or c roofs. Each bundle of 
treated wood shakes and shingles shall bear l~bels 
identifying their roof covering classification and 
approved quality control agency. 

(12) The amendment of Section 2603, entitled Specifica­
tions for Tests and Materials [Chapter 31, Subsec­
tion (b), Tests of Materials, paragraph 5, Admix­
tures. [3.6]. subparagraph A, to read as follows: 

Admixtures to be used in concrete shall be subject 
to prior approval by the Building Official. Cal­
cium chloride shall not be used in residential 
foundation concrete, except in a design approved 
by the Building Official or his authorized 
representative and which is submitted by a regis-
tered architect or engineer. · 

An admixture shall be shown capable of maintaining 
essentially the same composition and performance 
throughout the work as the product used in estab­
lishing concrete proportions in accordance with 
Section 2604(c). 

Calcium chloride or admixtures containing chloride 
from other than impurities from admixture ingredi­
ents shall not be used in prestressed concrete, in 
concrete containing embedded aluminum, or in con­
crete cast against stay-in-place gal van.ized metal 
forms. Section 2604(f). 

(13) The amendment of Section 2605, entitled Mixing and 
Placing Concrete [Chapter 5]. Subsection (h}, 
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Preparation of Equipment and Place of Deposit, by 
the addition of Paragraph 8 to read as follows : 

For concrete floor slabs supported directly on the 
ground in Group R Occupancies, a vapor barrier ap­
proved by the Building Official or his authorized 
representative shall be installed beneath the 
slab. 

(14) The amendment of Section 2903, entitled Excava­
tions and Fills, Subsection (a), General, by the 
addition of the following five (5) paragraphs and 
one ( 1) "EXCEPTION" between the first and second 
paragraphs: 

Should trench excavations exceed five feet (5') in 
depth, bid documents and construction contracts 
must include provisions for specifications for ad­
equate safety systems that meet Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) standards. 
Further, these plans and specifications shall in­
clude a pay item for these safety systems, which 
is to be a part of the contract. In addition, a 
safety program outline shall be provided to the 
property owner by the contractor and the contrac­
tor's safety record shall be reviewed as a condi­
tion of the contract award. 

Prior to performing such excavations, the contrac­
tor must submit plans and specifications for 
trench shoring to the Building Official for re­
view. The plans shall be stamped, signed and 
dated by a registered professional engineer at­
testing that these plans meet OSHA requirements in 
accordance with state law. 

The contract requirements of this Section shall 
not apply to contracts entered into with persons 
subject to the safety standards adopted under 
V.A.C.S., Article 6053 - 1, entitled Transportation 
of Gas and Gas Pipeline Facilities. 

Acceptable fill shall only be comprised of one (1) 
or more of the following materials: Dirt, con­
crete or asphalt. No person shall cause, allow, 
suffer or permit fill containing any other mate-
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OCCUPANCY 

A-1 

A}2-2.1 

A-3 

A-4 

rial to be used for any building, structure, foun­
dation or retaining structure. 

No person shall cause, allow, suffer or permit 
fill to be placed or stored, upon any undeveloped 
lot not currently experiencing ongoing construc­
tion, in such a manner that said fill is not 
spread uniformly so that no area of fill differs 
in height by more than twenty-four inches (24") 
from any other area of fill on said lot. Pro­
vided, however, that upon written notice by the 
Building Official or his designated representa­
tive, the record property owner of any such lot 
shall be allowed forty-five (45) days to remove or 
spread said fill in order to comply with this pro­
vision. Notice shall be deemed sufficient for 
this purpose if mailed, by certified mail, return 
receipt requested, to the last-known address of 
the record property owner, or if personally deliv­
ered to said owner. 

EXCEPTION: This provision shall not apply to fill 
located upon the premises of a business which pro­
vides said fill to others for compensation. A 
valid certificate of occupancy for such business 
shall be sufficient to establish the applicability 
of this exception. 

The amendment of Table 32-A, entitled "Minimum 
Roof Classes," to read as follows: 

TABLE NO. 32-A MINIMUM ROOF CLASSES2 
Types of Construction 

I II III IV V 

F.R. F.R. 1-HR N 1-HR N H.T. 1-HR N 

B B 

B B B B B B 

B B B B B B B B B 

B B B B B B B B B 
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B)l-2 B B B 

B)J-4 B B B 

E B B B 

H-1 A A A 

H)2-3-4-5-6-7 A B B 

I) 1.1-1. 2-2 A B B 

I-3 A B al 

M B B B 

R-1 B B B 

R-3 B B B 

1see U.B.c., Section 1002(b) 

2Existing roof coverings shall 
not be required to conform 
with this table. Any new 
shingles installed, including 
replacements shall conform to 
the table. Exception: When 
replacement of shingles are 
less than 10% of the roof area 
per calendar year, new shingles 
may be of the same type as the 
existing roof. 

B 

B 

B 

A 

B 

B 

B 

B 

B B 

B B 

B B 

B B 

B B 

B 

al 

C C 

C C 

C C 

B B 

B B 

B B 

B B 

B B 

B B 

B 

C C 

C C 

C C 

B 

B 

B 

B 

B 

C 

C 

C 

A-Class A Roof Covering 
B-Class B Roof Covering 
C-Class c Roof Covering 
N-No requirements 

for fire -resistance 
F.R.-Fire Resistive 
H.T.-Heavy Timber 

(16) The amendment of Section 3305, entitled Corridors 
and Exterior Exit Balconies, Subsection (g), Con­
struction, so that "EXCEPTIONS", paragraph 5, 
shall read as follows: 

Group B-2 Office Occupancies when: 

(a) exits are available from an open floor 
area; 
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EXCEPTION: Attic areas and concealed intermediate 
under floor spaces may be unprotected when ap­
proved fire lane access, fire hydrants, fireflow, 
and an approved fire alarm system is provided. 

Fire hose threads used in connection with fire-ex­
tinguishing systems shall be National standard 
hose threads or alternatives approved by the Chief 
of the Fire Department of the City of Arlington. 

In buildings used for high-piled combustible stor­
age, fire protection shall be in compliance with 
the applicable provisions of the "Fire Code" Chap­
ter of the Code of the city of Arlington. 

(20) The amendment of Section 3802, entitled Automatic 
Fire-extinguishing Systems, Subsection (b) , All 
Occupancies Except Group R. Di vision 3 and Group 
M, Paragraph 1, Parts 1 and 2, to also except 
Group B, Divisions 2 and 4 storage warehouses - from 
automatic sprinkler system requirements. 

(21) The amendment of Section 3802, entitled Automatic 
Fire-extinguishing Systems, subsection (b), All 
Occupancies Except Group R, Division 3 and Group 
M, by the addition of Paragraph 5, to read as fol­
lows: 

All buildings three (3) or more stories in height 
shall have an automatic sprinkler system except 
Group B-3 open parking garages, of freestanding 
Type I construction and Group R-3 single family 
dwelling occupancies. 

(22) The amendment of Section 3802, entitled Automatic 
Fire Extinguishing Systems, subsection (c), Group 
A Occupancies, Paragraph 6, Amusement Buildings, 
to read as follows: 

An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed 
in all am:usement buildings. The main water-flow 
switch shall be electrically supervised. The 
sprinkler main cutoff valve shall be supervised. 
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EXCEPTION: An automatic sprinkler system need not 
be provided for amusement buildings actually oper­
ating thirty {30) days or less. 

(23) The amendment of Section 3802, entitled Automatic 
Fire- extinguishing Systems, Subsection (h), Group 
R, Division 1 Occupancies, by the addition of the 
following paragraph: 

For the purpose of establishing automatic sprin­
kler requirements in this section, area separation 
walls as described in U.B.C., Section 505(f) shall 
not constitute separate buildings. 

(24) The amendment of Section 3806, entitled Buildings 
Under Construction, Subsection · (b), Where Re­
guired, first paragraph, to read as follows: 

Buildings four (4) stories or more in height shall 
be provided with not less than one standpipe for 
use during construction . Such standpipes shall be 
installed when the progress of construction is not 
more than 4 o feet in height above grade. Such 
standpipes shall be provided with fire department 
hose connections at accessible locations adjacent 
to usable stairs, and the standpipe outlets shall 
be located adjacent to such usable stairs. Such 
standpipe systems shall be extended as construc­
tion progresses to within one floor of the highest 
point of construction having secured decking or 
flooring. 

(25) The amendment of Table 38-A, entitled standpipe 
Reguirements, Occupancy. paragraph 5, to read as 
follows: 

Groups I, H, B, Divisions 1, 2 (except storage 
warehouses) or 3 Occupancies less than four ( 4) 
stories in height but greater than twenty thousand 
(20,000) square feet per floor. 

(26) The amendment of Section 4205, entitled Textile 
Wall Coverings, to read as follows: 

When used as interior wall finish, textile wall 
coverings, including materials such as those hav-
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ing a napped, tufted, looped, nonwoven, woven or 
similar surface, shall have a Class I flame 
spread. 

(27) The amendment of Section 5103, entitled Special 
Provisions, Subsection (e), Stretcher Require­
ments, to read as follows: 

In all structures where elevators are installed, 
at least one (1) elevator shall be provided with a 
minimum clear distance between walls, or between 
walls and door excluding return panels, not less 
than eighty inches · (80") by fifty-four inches 
(54"), and a minimum distance from wall to return 
panel not less than fifty-one inches (51 11

) with a 
forty-two inch (42") side slide door, unless oth­
erwise designed to accommodate an ambulance-type 
stretcher seventy-six inches (76 11 ) by twenty-four 
inches (24 11 ) in the horizontal position. 

In buildings where one (1) elevator does not serve 
all floors, two (2) or more elevators may be used 
as long as each floor is served by at least one 
( 1) elevator meeting the above requirements to 
accommodate a stretcher. The elevators shall be 
identified as to which floors they serve. 

(28) The amendment of Section 5406, entitled Safety 
Glazing, Subsection (d), Hazardous Locations, so 
that "EXCEPTION", Paragraph E, shall read as 
follows: 

Assemblies of leaded, faceted or carved glass, in 
items 1, 2, 6 and 7 when used for decorative pur­
poses or item 5 when not equipped with a shower­
head. 

(29) The amendment of Appendix Chapter 12, Division 
III, Section 1241, entitled General, to read as 
follows: 

The provisions of this section apply to the design 
and construction of barriers for all swimming 
pools. 
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( 3 0) The amendment to Appendix Chapter 12, Di vision 
III, Section 1243, entitled Requirements, Subsec­
tion (a), Outdoor swimming Pool, Paragraph 9, to 
read as follows: 

Where a wall of a structure serves as part of the 
barrier, doors with direct access to the pool 
through that wall shall be equipped with an alarm 
which produces an audible warning when the door 
and its screen, if present, are opened. The alarm 
shall sound continuously for a minimum of 30 sec­
onds immediately after the door is opened, and be 
capable of being heard throughout the structure 
during normal activities. The alarm shall auto­
matically reset under all conditions. The alarm 
system shall be equipped with a manual means, such 
as a touchpad or switch, to temporarily deactivate 
the alarm for a single opening. Such deactivation 
shall last for no more than 15 seconds. The 
deactivation switch shall be located at least 54 
inches above the threshold of the door. Other 
means of protection, such as self-closing doors 
with self-latching devices approved by the build­
ing official, shall be acceptable so long as the 
degree of protection afforded is not less than the 
protection afforded by the alarm system described 
above. 

EXCEPTION: Doors or gates which provide the only 
access into a nonhabitable storage equipment room 
or building. 

Section 1.05 Adoption of Appendices 

The following referenced provisions of the U.B.C. an­
nexed hereto as appendices, the same being either attached 
hereto or incorporated herein by reference, are made a part 
of this Building Code. 

Appendix A. The entire provisions, except 1991 Chap­
ters 31 and 38, of the Uniform Building Code standards, 
1991 Edition, as promulgated by the International Con­
ference of Building Officials. 

Appendix . a. Only Chapter 7, entitled Aviation control 
Towers, Chapter 10, entitled Detention and Correctional 
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Facilities, Chapter 11, entitled Agricultural 
Buildings, Chapter 12, Division III, entitled Barriers 
for Swimming Pools. Spas and Hot Tubs, Chapter 32, en­
titled Reroofing. Chapter 49, entitled Patio Covers, 
and Chapter 55, entitled Membrane Structures, of the 
Appendix to the Uniform Building Code, 1991 Edition. 
All other Chapters of said Appendix to the U.B.C. are 
hereby omitted from this Building Code. 

Appendix c. The form of the surety bonds required by 
the provisions of this Building Code. 

section 1.06 Construction Prohibited in Easements 

A. Regardless of materials, manner of construction or 
unique characteristics of land, it shall be unlawful 
for any person, firm or corporation to cause or permit 
the installation, revision or relocation of any 
construction improvement where any part of such im-
provement is to be located in a public easement. The 
foregoing prohibition shall not apply to proposed im­
provements consisting of paving, flatwork, wooden or 
chain link fences or retaining walls less than three 
feet (3') in height which do not support a structure, 
provided that the proposed improvements have been ap­
proved in writing by the Building Official with the 
concurrence of the city Engineer and the Director of 
Water Utilities prior to their construction. 

B. In cases where improvements other than those listed in 
Subsection (A) above are proposed in City easements, 
application shall be made to the Building Official for 
the execution of an Easement Joint-Use Agreement. If, 
in the determination of the Building Official after 
conferring with the other appropriate departments of 
the City of Arlington, such Joint-Use Agreement cannot 
be executed, the Building Official will refer the re­
quest to the Building Code Board of Appeals for final 
determination. 

c. The term "improvement" includes, but is not limited to, 
concrete or asphalt paving, swimming pools, fences, re­
taining walls, temporary or permanent buildings, earth 
fill or excavation and landscaping. "Improvements" 
shall not include public or private mailboxes, or poles 
and boxes necessary for public utility services. 
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The term "easement" shall include easements for 
streets, drainage and utilities. 

Section 1.07 Requirements for Drainage 

A. No person, firm or corporation within the corporate 
limits of the city of Arlington, Tarrant County, Texas, 
shall do, cause or permit to be done, the installation, 
modification or relocation of any construction improve­
ment where the improvement, when completed, will sig­
nificantly increase the speed or volume of water flow­
ing across or standing on other property which is ei­
ther upstream or downstream from the property on which 
the improvement is to be made so as to cause damage to 
such other property, nor shall the Building Official be 
required to issue a building permit where engi­
neering data from a qualified professional engineer re­
veals that such improvement would worsen any existing 
drainage or flooding problem or would cause any damage 
to such other property. 

B. The term "improvement" means any of those things which 
require a building permit, such as buildings (either 
permanent or temporary), land development, concrete or 
asphalt paving, swimming pools, fences, retaining 
walls, earth fill or excavation and landscaping. 
"Improvement" shall not include poles or boxes neces­
sary for public utility service. 

c. Prior to obtaining a building permit, and to ensure 
that there will be no surface drainage problems after 
the construction of the proposed improvement, an ac­
ceptable drainage plan will be filed with the Building 
Inspections Department of the city of Arlington which 
accurately shows all run-off water which comes onto the 
property being so improved, the method of conveying the 
water across the property, and the method and place of 
discharge for the run-off water leaving the property. 
Such plans shall show the capacity of the adjacent 
property, public way, easement or drainage facility, as 
the case may be, to receive such amounts of water. No 
surface drainage plan is required to be filed with said 
City for improvements on lots containing or to contain 
group R-3 occupancies, provided the drainage for such 
improvement is made to comply with H.U.D. (F.H.A.) Re-
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quirements for surface drainage as contained in the 
current H.U.D. Data Sheet 72 or H.U.D. Data Sheet 73 as 
the same may, from time to time, be amended. Such 
requirements and future amendments are incorporated in 
this Building Code and made a part hereof for all pur­
poses: provided, however, that the Building Official 
may require the submission of a surface drainage plan 
for such exempt properties when, in his opinion, such 
plan is necessary to prevent a drainage problem. If 
the builder wants the drainage for any improvement on 
such exempt properties to deviate from H.U.D. (F.H.A.) 
requirements, then he shall submit an acceptable drain­
age plan meeting the requirements contained in this 
Section. 

D. All construction of improvements shall be done to com­
ply with an approved drainage plan as provided for in 
this Section or H.U.D. (F.H.A.) Requirements, as appli­
cable. 

section 1.08 Enforcement, Violations and Penalties 

A. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corpo­
ration to erect, construct, enlarge, alter, repair, 
move, improve, remove, convert, demolish, equip, use, 
occupy or maintain any building, structure or premises 
in the city of Arlington, or cause or permit the same 
to be done, contrary to or in violation of any of the 
provisions of this Building Code. 

B. Any person, firm or corporation violating any of the 
provisions of this Building Code shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor and each day the violation continues 
shall be a separate offense. Each offense shall be 
punishable by a fine of not more than Two Thousand Dol­
lars and No cents ($2,000.00). 

c. In addition to the power of the Building Official under 
U.B.C., Section 202 (c), entitled "Right of Entry," to 
inspect a building pursuant to this Building Code, any 
peace officer may enter the public areas of any build­
ing or premises, or any areas specified in a proper 
inspection warrant, at all reasonable times wherever 
necessary in the performance of his duties to inspect 
and investigate for violations of any law, or to en­
force any law, including violations of this Building 
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Code. He shall first present proper credentials and 
request entry, unless otherwise permitted by law. If 
such entry is refused or, if no owner or other person 
having charge or control of the building or premises 
can be located, he shall have recourse to every remedy 
provided by law to secure entry. 

D. No owner, occupant or any other person having charge, 
care or control of any building or premises shall fail 
or neglect, after proper request is made pursuant to 
Subsection (C) above, to promptly permit entry therein 
by a peace officer in the performance of his duty. Any 
person violating this Subsection shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor. 

Section 1.09 Skateboard Ramps 

A. As used in this Section, the phrase nskateboard ramp" 
shall refer to a structure or piece of work artifi­
cially built up or composed of parts joined together in 
some definite manner, regardless of the materials used 
or the manner of construction, which is primarily used 
for, or designed and intended for primary use as, a 
ramp for skating or skateboarding activities. 

B. It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, con­
struct, keep, maintain or use a skateboard ramp that is 
located: 

(1) at a distance closer than one hundred fifty feet 
(150') from any building located on another's 
property that is used or intended to be used for 
habitation, regardless of whether the habitation 
existed prior to the erection of said skateboard 
ramp; or 

( 2) at a distance closer than fifty feet ( 50') from 
the property line of the lot where said skateboard 
ramp is located. 

C. Should a habitation be placed on another's property 
closer than one hundred fifty feet (150') to an exist­
ing skateboard ramp, the owner of said skateboard ramp 
shall remove or relocate, or cause to be removed or re­
located, said skateboard ramp within ninety (90) days 
of the completion of construction of the habitation. 
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D. Failure to remove or relocate, or cause to be removed 
or relocated, a skateboard ramp as required by this 
Section ·shall constitute a misdemeanor. Each day that 
a skateboard ramp remains in violation of this Section 
shall constitute a separate offense. 

section 1.10 Presumption 

Unless otherwise specified in this Chapter, the owner, 
occupant or person in coritrol of any building or premises 
where any violation of this Building Code is found shall be 
prima facie responsible for such violation. 

Further, Article IV is hereby amended by the amendment 
of Section 4.04, Plans and Specifications, Subsection (A), 
so that hereafter Subsection 4. 04 (A) shall be and read as 
follows.: 

A. With each application for a building permit and when 
required by the Building Official for enforcement of 
any provisions of this Building Code, two (2) or more 
sets of plans and specifications shall be submitted. 
The Building Official may require plans and specifica­
tions to be prepared and designed by an engineer or ar­
chitect licensed by the State of Texas .to practice as 
such, with his professional seal affixed to the docu­
ments. 

EXCEPTION: Except when specifically required by the 
Building Official, plans and specifications need not be 
submitted for the following: 

(1) One (1) story buildings of Type V conventional 
wood frame construction, with an area not exceed­
ing six hundred (600) square feet; 

(2) Groups M and R- 3 Occupancies of Type V conven­
tional wood frame construction; or 

(3) The Building Official may waive the submission of 
plans, calculations, construction, inspection re­
quirements and other data if it is found that the 
nature of the work applied for is such that re­
viewing of plans is not necessary to obtain com­
pliance with the Code. 
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Further, Article IV is hereby amended by the amendment 
of Section 4 . 05 , Building Permits Issued, so that hereafter 
said Section shall be and read as follows: 

Se ction 4 .05 Building Permits Issued 

A. The application, plans and specifications filed by an 
applicant for a permit shall be reviewed by the Build­
ing Official. Such plans may also be reviewed by other 
departments of the City of Arlington to check compli­
ance with the laws and ordinances under their jurisdic­
tion, including but not limited to review by the Trans­
portation Department of the City of Arlington to ensure 
compliance with the Traffic study Provisions adopted by 
resolution of the city Council of said city. If the 
Building Official finds that the work described in an 
application for permit and the plans filed therewith 
conform to the requirements of this Building Code and 
other pertinent laws and that the permit fee has been 
paid, he shall issue the permit; however, except by 
specific approval by the Building Official or his au­
thorized representative, a permit shall not be issued 
in a development where the construction of streets, 
drainage, water, sewer and other such facilities have 
not been completed and accepted by the city of Arling­
ton. 

B. Accepted plans and specifications shall not be changed, 
modified or altered without authorization from the 
Building Official, and all work shall be done in accor­
dance with the plans. One (1) set of plans, specifica­
tions and computations shall be retained by the Build­
ing Official for a period of not less than ninety (90) 
days from the date of completion of the work covered 
therein. 

c. The Building Official may issue a permit for the con­
struction of part of a building or structure before the 
entire plans and specifications for the whole building 
or structure have been submitted or approved, provided 
adequate information and detailed statements have been 
filed complying with all pertinent requirements of this 
Building Code. The holder of such permit shall proceed 
at his own risk without assurance that the permit for 
the entire building or structure will be granted. 
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Further, Article IV is hereby amended by the amendment 
of Section 4.15, Certificate of Occupancy, so that hereafter 
said section shall be and read as follows: 

section 4.15 Certificate of occupancy 

A •. 

B. 

c. 

Use of Occupancy. No premises, building or structure 
in Group R-1, A, B, E, Hor I shall be used or occupied 
until a Certificate of Occupancy has been issued as 
provided herein. A change in ownership or name change 
shall require the issuance of a new Certificate of oc­
cupancy. 

Change in Use. Changes in the character of occupancy 
or use of a building shall not be made, except as 
specified in U.B.C., Section 502. 

Certificate Issued. The Building Official shall issue 
a Certificate of Occupancy upon a finding that the 
premises complies with the Building Code and provisions 
of the "Zoning" Chapter of the Code of the City of Ar­
lington. For new structures or when the occupant is of 
a different character of occupancy or use from the 
previous certificate holder, an inspection shall be 
made by the Building Inspections Di vision. Where no 
change in character of occupancy is proposed for a 
structure previously granted a Certificate of 
Occupancy, no inspection is necessary unless 
specifically required by the Building Official. In the 
event that a tenant space is being altered, enlarged or 
reduced in size, or if the Building Official believes 
that the previous tenant altered the space without 
benefit of permits, an inspection may be required prior 
to the occupancy. Other City departments may require 
inspections prior to the granting of a Certificate of 
Occupancy. 

The Certificate of Occupancy shall contain: 

1. The address of the building; 

2. The name, address and telephone number of the oc­
cupant of said premises, building or structure; 

3. The allowable use for which the certificate is is­
sued; 
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D. 

E. 

4. The zoning district in which the use is located; 
and 

5. Any conditions of the granting of the certificate. 

Temporary Certificate. A temporary Certificate of Oc­
cupancy may be issued by the Building Official for the 
use of a portion or portions of a building or structure 
prior to the completion of the entire building or 
structure. 

Posting. The Certificate of Occupancy shall be posted 
in a conspicuous place on the premises apd shall not be 
removed by the Building Official. 

Further, Article VII is hereby amended by the amendment 
of Section 7.05, Unlawful Signs, so that hereafter said sec­
tion shall be and read as follows: 

Section 7.05 unlawful signs 

A. A sign which is installed, erected or constructed in 
violation of any Chapter of the Code of the City of Ar­
lington is hereby declared to be a nuisance. 

B. The Building Official may abate an unlawful sign in ac­
cordance with the procedures set forth in Sections 4.03 
and 4.04 of the "Nuisances" Chapter. 

C. The Building Official may remove and dispose of any 
sign which is in violation of Subsections 7. 06 (E) or 
(F), without prior notice to the owner of such sign. 

Further, Article VII is hereby amended by the amendment 
of Section 7.09, Presumption, so that hereafter said section 
shall be and read as follows: 

section 7.09 Presumption 

A. If any sign of any nature is erected, constructed or 
maintained in violation of Section 7.06 (E) or (F), in­
cluding but not limited to garage sales, neighborhood 
sales, moving services, baby-sitting services, house-
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keeping services, lawn care services or any other type 
of service or sales: 

1. When the name of any person appears on such a 
sign, it shall be prima facie evidence that the 
person so named is responsible for the offense of 
erecting, constructing or maintaining said sign, 
and that person shall be guilty of a misdemeanor; 

2. When any address appears on such sign, it shall be 
prima facie evidence that the record property 
owner at the address so specified is responsible 
for the offense of erecting, constructing or main­
taining said sign, and that person shall be guilty 
of a misdemeanor; and 

3. In the event that such a sign contains no identi­
fying information other than a telephone number, 
such information shall be prima facie evidence 
that the record property owner at the address so 
specified is responsible for the offense of erect­
ing, constructing or maintaining said sign, and 
that person shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

B. Proof establishing a prima facie case based on name, 
address or telephone number may be made as follows: 

1. Name - An authenticated photograph of the sign 
showing the name of the person allegedly responsi­
ble, or the sign itself. 

2. Address - A certified copy of that section of the 
most recent tax roll which shows the name and ad­
dress of the record property owner and an authen­
ticated photograph of the sign or the sign itself. 

3. Telephone Number - An authenticated photograph of 
the sign or the sign itself, showing the telephone 
number, and a copy of the most recent telephone 
directory showing the listing, or a letter or 
other document from the telephone company showing 
the listed person and address at that telephone 
number. 
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Further, Article IX is hereby amended by the amendment 
of Section 9.02, Enc1osure of swimming Pools, Spas and Hot 
Tubs, so that hereafter said section shall read as follows: 

section 9.02 Enclosure of Swimming Pools, Spas and 
Hot Tubs 

A. 

B. 

Construction Requirements For Existing Swimming Pools 

1. Every outdoor swimming pool, spa and hot tub shall 
be completely enclosed by a fence or wall not less 
than four feet (4') in height. 

2. Every fence or wall required by this Section shall 
be constructed so that it contains no openings, 
holes or gaps, except doors or gates, which will 
allow the passage of a sphere four inches (4") in 
diameter. 

3. Every door or gate that forms a part of a fence or 
wall required by this Section shall be constructed 
so that it contains no openings, holes or gaps 
which will allow the passage of a sphere four 
inches (4") in diameter. 

4. A building may be used as part of a fence or wall 
required by this Section. No door of such build­
ing shall open directly into the enclosed area ex­
cept as herein provided. 

5. It is an exception to Subsection (A)(4) that the 
door: 

a. Provides the only access into a nonhabitable 
storage or equipment room or building; or 

b. Is to a single-family dwelling and is in com-
pliance with Subsection (B). 

Self-closing and Self-latching Devices on Existing 
swimming Pools 

1. All gates or doors opening into the enclosed area 
shall be equipped with a self-closing and self­
latching device for keeping the gate or door se­
curely closed at all times when not in actual use. 
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2. The application of this subsection shall not in­
clude sliding glass doors. 

3 • It is an exception to this subsection that the 
door or gate provides the only access into a non­
habitable storage or equipment room or building. 

c. Application of Reguirements 

D. 

1. The requirements of Subsections (A) or (B) shall 
be applicable to all outdoor swimming pools, spas 
and hot tubs constructed or installed prior to the 
adoption of the 1991 U.B.C. in Article I of this 
Chapter and which have a depth capacity of twenty­
four inches (24") or more of fluid at any point, 
whether actually containing a fluid or empty. 

2. Outdoor swimming pools, spas and hot tubs, whose 
construction or installation was completed prior 
to May 1, 1990, and which are located at occupan­
cies other than hotels, motels, lodges and apart­
ment houses, shall not be subject to the provi­
sions of this ordinance requiring doors to a 
building that forms part of an enclosure. to be 
equipped with self-closing and self-latching de­
vices. 

Modifications 

The Building Code Board of Adjustments and Appeals may 
make modifications in individual cases, upon a showing 
of good cause, with respect to the height, nature of 
location of the fence, wall, gates or latches, or the 
necessity therefor, provided the protection as sought 
hereunder or by Appendix B, Chapter 12, Division III, 
is not reduced thereby. Said Board may permit other 
protection devices or structures to be used so long as 
the degree of protection afforded by the substitute de­
vices or structures is not less than the protection af­
forded by the substitute fence, gates and latch de­
scribed herein, or in Appendix D, Chapter 12, Division 
III, as applicable. 
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E. 

F. 

Definition 

The terms "swimming pool", "spa" and "hot tub" as used 
herein, shall mean an artificial or semi- artificial re­
ceptacle or container designed to contain fluid, 
whether actually containing a fluid or not, which is 
either temporarily or permanently located outdoors, and 
is used or intended to be used for public, semi- public 
or private human use involving submersion of all or 
part of the body, whether or not a fee is paid for such 
use. Such use may include, but is not limited to, 
swimming, wading, soaking, floating or recreational 
bathing by any number of persons. These terms do not 
apply to a receptacle or container that is located out­
doors and is not used or intended to be used for pub­
lic, semi- public or private human use involving submer­
sion of all or part of the body, such as fountains and 
reflections pools. 

Offense 

1. A person commits an offense if h~ owns, occupies, 
maintains or is in charge of premises that are in 
violation of this Section. 

2. There shall be no requirement of a culpable mental 
state for a violation of this Section or Appendix 
B, Chapter 12, Division III. 

Further, the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the 
City of Arlington, 1987, is hereby amended by the addition 
of Article XVIII, Accessibility, so that hereafter said 
Article shall be and read as follows: 

section 18.01 Purpose 

ARTICLE XVIII 

ACCESSIBILITY 

This Article is intended to make buildings and facili ­
ties accessible to and usable by people who are mobility im­
paired, including but not limited to persons with walking 
difficulties, visual impairment, hearing impairment, incoor­
dination, reaching disabilities and extremes of physical 
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size. It is intended to make buildings and facilities cov­
ered by the "Construction" Chapter accessible to and func­
tional for the physically challenged to, through and within 
their doors, without loss of function, space or facilities 
where the general public is concerned. 

section 18.02 Application to Existing Buildings 

Building in existence at the time of the adoption of 
this Article are not required to meet these requirements at 
this time. However, other Code provisions regulating sig­
nificant alterations, repairs, additions or changes in the 
occupancy group may require improvements as specified in 
those sections. 

Facilities required to be accessible by prev.ious codes 
shall be maintained no less accessible than the accessibil­
ity requirements in place at the time the facility was per­
mitted. 

section 18.03 scope 

The following facilities are required to comply with 
the most current edition of The Elimination of Architectural 
Barriers Act, Texas Revised Civil Statutes: 

A. All buildings regulated under The Elimination of Ar­
chitectural Barriers Act, Texas Revised Civil Statues; 
and 

B. All occupancies not regulated by (A), except: 

1. One and two-family dwellings; 

2. Apartments with fewer than ten dwelling units; 

3. Mechanical equipment rooms; and 

4. Warehouse portions of buildings. 

section 18.04 compliance 

A. Buildings regulated under State law and built in accor­
dance with their State certified plans, including any 
variances or waivers granted by the State, shall be 
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deemed to be in compliance with the requirements of 
this Article. 

B. Applications for permits not regulated by State law, 
but required to be accessible by this Article, shall be 
accompanied by plans and specifications indicating how 
compliance with this Article will be achieved, and 
shall be built in accordance with the accepted plans. 

c. The Building Official may accept alternate methods of 
achieving accessibility than those required by this Ar­
ticle. If special or unusual conditions exist that 
make compliance to specific requirements of this Arti­
cle impractical, the Building Code Board of Appeals may 
make exceptions to the accessibility requirements in 
this Article. 

section 18.05 References to Chapter 31, UBC 

This article shall substitute for Chapter 31, 
Accessibility of the Uniform Building Code. All references 
to Chapter 31, in the text of the Code shall be deemed to 
mean Article XVII of the Construction Chapter. 

2. 

Any person, firm, corporation, agent or employee 
thereof who violates any of the provisions of this ordinance 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 
shall be fined an amount not to exceed Two Thousand and 
No/100 Dollars ($2,000.00) for each offense. Each day that 
a violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a 
separate offense. 

3. 

This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be 
cumulative of all other ordinances of the City of Arlington; 
and this ordinance shall not operate to repeal or affect any 
of such other ordinances except insofar as the provisions 
thereof might be inconsistent or in conflict with the pro­
visions of this ordinance, in which event such conflicting 
provisions, if any, in such other ordinance or ordinances 
are hereby repealed. 
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4. 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase 
of this ordinance is for any reason held to be unconstitu­
tional, such holding shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this ordinance. 

5. 

All of the regulations provided in this ordinance are 
hereby declared to be governmental and for the health, 
safety and welfare of the general public. Any member of the 
city Council or any city official or employee charged with 
the enforcement of this ordinance, acting for the city of 
Arlington in the discharge of his/her duties, shall not 
thereby render himself/herself personally liable; and he/she 
is hereby relieved from all personal liability for any 
damage that might accrue to persons or property as a result 
of any act required or permitted in the discharge of his/her 
said duties. 

6. 

Any violation of this ordinance can be enjoined by a 
suit filed in the name of the city of Arlington in a court 
of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in addi­
tion to any penal provision in this ordinance or in the Code 
of the city of Arlington. 

7. 

The caption and penalty clause of this ordinance shall 
be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the 
City of Arlington, in compliance with the provisions of Ar­
ticle VII, Section 15, of the City Charter. Further, this 
ordinance may be published in pamphlet form and shall be ad­
missible in such form in any court, as provided by law. 

8. 

This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days af­
ter first publication as described above. 

PRESENTED AND GIVEN FIRST READING on the 21st day of 

December ---------' 19 9 3, at a regular meeting of the City 
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Council of the City of Arlington, Texas; and GIVEN SECOND 

READING, passed and approved on the 4th day of 

January , 1994, by a vote of _____ .:,__. __ 8 ayes and 0 

nays at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of 

Arlington, Texas. 

RICHARD E. GREENE, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
JAY DOEGEY, City Attorney 

BY C, Q/yn11Ad k (,< Jafk.e~ 
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Published FWST 02/20 & 27/95 

ORDINANCE NO. 95- 18 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE "CONSTRUCTION" 
CHAPTER OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 
ARLINGTON, TEXAS, 1987, THROUGH THE 
AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE VII, ENTITLED 
SIGNS, BY THE ADDITION OF A NEW SECTION 
7. 10, TEMPORARY SIGNS NEAR POLLING 
PLACES, TO REGULATE THE SIZE OF 
TEMPORARY SIGNS NEAR POLLING PLACES; 
PROVIDING FOR A FINE OF UP TO $500 FOR 
EACH OFFENSE IN VIOLATION OF THE 
ORDINANCE; PROVIDING THIS ORDINANCE BE 
CUMULATIVE; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
PROVIDING FOR INJUNCTIONS; PROVIDING FOR 
GOVERNMENTAL IMMUNITY; PROVIDING FOR 
PUBLICATION AND BECOMING EFFECTIVE TEN 
DAYS AFTER FIRST PUBLICATION 

WHEREAS, it is the purpose and intent of this amendment to 
Article VII of the "Construction" Chapter to 
establish reasonable regulations to avoid the 
appearance of visual clutter around polling 
places; to reduce the · traffic hazard caused by 
such distractions to motorists and impairment of 
sight lines; to ensure that the city remains an 
attractive place to live and work; and to protect 
the health, safety, welfare, morals, convenience 
and comfort of the public; NOW THEREFORE, 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARLINGTON, 
TEXAS: 

1. 

That the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the City 
of Arlington, Texas, 1987, is hereby amended through the 
amendment of Article VII, Signs, by the addition of a new 
Section 7 .10, so that hereafter Section 7 .10 shall be and 
read as follows: 

Section 7.10 Temporary Signs Near Polling Places 

A. No temporary sign shall be placed, erected, constructed 
or maintained at a size greater than six (6) square 



feet in the area within the property lines of the 
property in which a polling place is located during the 
voting period. "Voting period" means the period 
beginning when a poll opens for early voting and 
election day voting and ending when the poll closes or 
the last voter has voted, whichever is later. 

B. Signs shall not be located in City right-of-way. 

c. Temporary signs need not comply with the provisions of 
Section 7.07 of this Chapter. 

2. 

Any person, firm, corporation, agent or employee 
thereof who violates any of the provisions of this ordinance 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 
shall be fined an amount not to exceed Five Hundred and 
No/100 Dollars ($500.00) for each offense. Each day that a 
violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a separate 
offense. 

3. 

This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be 
cumulative of all other ordinances of the city of Arlington, 
and this ordinance shall not operate to repeal or affect any 
of such other ordinances except insofar as the provisions 
thereof might be inconsistent or in conflict with the provi­
sions of this ordinance, in which event such conflicting 
prov1.s1.ons, if any, in such other ordinance or ordinances 
are hereby repealed. 

4. 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase 
of this ordinance is for any reason held to be unconstitu­
tional, such holding shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this ordinance. 

5. 

All of the regulations provided in this ordinance are 
hereby declared to be governmental and for the health, 
safety and welfare of the general public. Any member of the 
city Council or any City official or employee charged with 
the enforcement of this ordinance, acting for the City of 
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Arlington in the discharge of his/her duties, shall not 
thereby render himself/herself personally liable; and he/she 
is hereby relieved from all personal liability for any 
damage that might accrue to persons or property as a result 
of any act required or permitted in the discharge of his/her 
said duties. 

6. 

Any violation of this ordinance can be enjoined by a 
suit filed in the name of the City of Arlington in a court 
of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in 
addition to any penal provision in this ordinance or in the 
Code of the City of Arlington. 

7. 

The caption and penalty clause of this ordinance shall 
be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the 
city of Arlington, Texas, in compliance with the provisions 
of Article VII, Section 15, of the city Charter. Further, 
this ordinance may be published in pamphlet form and shall 
be admissible in such form in any court, as provided by law. 

8. 

This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days 
after first publication as described above. 

PRESENTED AND GIVEN FIRST READING on the 7th day of 

February 1995, at a regular meeting of the City 

Council of the city of Arlington, Texas; and GIVEN SECOND 

READING, passed and approved on the 14th day of 

__ F~e=b=r~u=a=r~y ___ , 1995, by a vote of 9 ayes and 0 

nays at a regular meeting of the city Council of the city of 

Arlington, Texas. 
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ATTEST: 

CINDY 

FORM: . VED
AS TO Attorney APPRO City 

JAY DOEGEY, 
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ORDINANCE NO. 96-93 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE "CONSTRUCTION" 
CHAPTER OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 
ARLINGTON, TEXAS, 1987, THROUGH THE 
REPEAL OF THE EXISTING ARTICLE I 
THEREOF, AND THE ADOPTION OF A NEW 
ARTICLE I, ENTITLED BUILDING CODE, 
RELATIVE TO THE ADOPTION OF THE 1994 
UNIFORM BUILDING CODE WITH CERTAIN 
DELETIONS, AMENDMENTS AND ADDENDA; 
THROUGH THE AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE II, 
ENTITLED BUILDING CODE BOARD OF APPEALS, 
BY THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 2.05, 
PROCEDURE, RELATIVE TO THE APPOINTMENT 
OF CHAIRMAN AND ADDITION OF A VICE-
CHAIRMAN; BY THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 
2.06, APPEALS; TIME LIMIT, RELATIVE TO 
MAKING THE ORDINANCE GENDER NEUTRAL; 
THROUGH THE AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE III, 
ENTITLED MOVED BUILDINGS, BY THE 
AMENDMENT OF SECTION 3.09, OTHER 
RELOCATIONS, RELATIVE TO MAKING THE 
ORDINANCE GENDER NEUTRAL; THROUGH THE 
AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE IV, ENTITLED 
REGISTRATION, PERMITS AND INSPECTION, BY 
THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 4.01, 
REGISTRATION, RELATIVE TO THE REQUIRE-
MENT OF REGISTRATION TO CONSTRUCT OR 
REMOVE A SIGN, REQUIREMENT FOR A 
NOTARIZED STATEMENT AND THE DELETION OF 
THE REQUIREMENT FOR CONTRACTOR REGISTRA-
TION FOR MINOR ACCESSORY STRUCTURES; BY 
THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 4.02, PERMITS 
REQUIRED, RELATIVE TO THE REQUIREMENT OF 
A PERMIT TO CONSTRUCT OR REMOVE A SIGN; 
BY THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 4.03, 
APPLICATION FOR PERMIT, SUBSECTION (F), 
RELATIVE TO MAKING THE ORDINANCE GENDER 
NEUTRAL; BY THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 
4.04, PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS, RELATIVE 
TO REQUIRING COMPUTATIONS BE MADE 
AVAILABLE TO THE BUILDING OFFICIAL AND 
CHANGING THE OCCUPANCY GROUP "M" TO "U"; 
BY THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 4.05, 
BUILDING PERMITS ISSUED, SUBSECTION (A), 
RELATIVE TO THE REVIEW OF PLANS BY 
CERTAIN CITY DEPARTMENTS; BY THE 



AMENDMENT OF SECTION 4.05(C) RELATIVE TO 
MAKING THE ORDINANCE GENDER NEUTRAL; BY 
THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 4.07, 
EXPIRATION OF PERMIT, RELATIVE TO THE 
FEE FOR A NEW PERMIT WHEN THE PREVIOUS 
PERMIT HAS EXPIRED DUE TO SUSPENSION OR 
ABANDONMENT OF WORK; BY THE AMENDMENT OF 
SECTION 4.12, REFUNDS, RELATIVE TO 
REFUNDS OF SERVICE CHARGES; BY THE 
AMENDMENT OF SECTION 4.13(C), REQUIRED 
INSPECTIONS, RELATIVE TO MAKING THE 
ORDINANCE GENDER NEUTRAL; BY THE 
AMENDMENT OF SECTION 4.13(D), OTHER 
INSPECTIONS, RELATIVE TO UPDATING THE 
SECTION NUMBER TO COMPLY WITH THE 
UNIFORM BUILDING CODE; BY THE DELETION 
OF SECTION 4.14, SPECIAL INSPECTIONS, 
AND THE RENUMBERING OF SECTION 4.15, 
CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY, TO READ AS 
SECTION 4.14, CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY, 
AND CREATING EXCEPTIONS TO THE USE OF 
OCCUPANCY REQUIREMENTS; BY THE 
RENUMBERING OF SECTION 4.16, 
INDEMNIFICATION, TO READ AS SECTION 
4.15, INDEMNIFICATION; THROUGH THE 
AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE VII, ENTITLED 
SIGNS, BY THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 7.02, 
IDENTIFICATION OF SIGNS, RELATIVE TO 
DELETING THE REQUIREMENT OF POSTING THE 
CITY PERMIT ON A SIGN; BY THE AMENDMENT 
OF SECTION 7.04, MAINTENANCE, RELATIVE 
TO DELETING REQUIREMENT OF TIME 
REQUIREMENTS FOR PAINTING OF SOME SIGNS; 
BY THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 7.06, 
LOCATION RESTRICTIONS, RELATIVE TO 
PROVIDING AUTHORIZATION ELSEWHERE IN THE 
CODE FOR SIGNS; BY THE AMENDMENT OF 
SECTION 7.07(B), WIND PRESSURE, RELATIVE 
TO UPDATING THE SECTION NUMBER TO COMPLY 
WITH THE UNIFORM BUILDING CODE; BY THE 
AMENDMENT OF SECTION 7.07(C), WORKING 
STRESSES, RELATIVE TO UPDATING THE 
SECTION NUMBER TO COMPLY WITH THE 
UNIFORM BUILDING CODE; BY THE AMENDMENT 
OF SECTION 7.08, USE OF PLASTIC 
MATERIALS, RELATIVE TO THE UNIFORM 
BUILDING CODE STANDARDS; THROUGH THE 
AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE IX, ENTITLED 
FENCES, BY THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 
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9.01, BARBED WIRE FENCE, RELATIVE TO 
PROHIBITING RAZOR WIRE FENCE WITHIN THE 
CITY LIMITS; BY THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 
9.02, ENCLOSURE OF SWIMMING POOLS, SPAS 
AND HOT TUBS, RELATIVE TO REQUIRING 
COMPLIANCE OF SWIMMING POOL ENCLOSURES 
TO MEET THE TEXAS HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE 
AND MEASUREMENT OF A WALL AROUND A 
SWIMMING POOL; THROUGH THE AMENDMENT OF 
ARTICLE XII, ENTITLED SANITARY 
FACILITIES, BY THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 
12.01, SANITARY SEWER CONNECTION DURING 
CONSTRUCTION, RELATIVE TO SANITARY 
FACILITIES FOR CONSTRUCTION PERSONNEL; 
THROUGH THE AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE XIII, 
ENTITLED OUTDOOR FESTIVALS, BY THE 
AMENDMENT OF SECTION 13.02, PROHIBITED 
ACTS, SUBSECTION (C), RELATIVE TO 
CHANGING "THE" TO "THIS"; BY THE 
AMENDMENT OF SECTION 13.03, APPLICATION 
FOR PERMIT, SUBSECTION (C), RELATIVE TO 
REQUIREMENTS OF THE BUILDING OFFICIAL; 
BY THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 13.08, 
PERMIT DENIAL OR REVOCATION HEARING, 
SUBSECTION (D), RELATIVE TO MAKING THE 
ORDINANCE GENDER NEUTRAL; THROUGH THE 
AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE XIV, ENTITLED 
OVERSIZE AND OVERWEIGHT PERMITS, BY THE 
AMENDMENT OF SECTION 14.01, APPLICATION 
AND PERMIT REQUIREMENTS, SUBSECTION 
(B)(2), RELATIVE TO MAKING THE ORDINANCE 
GENDER NEUTRAL; THROUGH THE AMENDMENT OF 
ARTICLE XVI, ENTITLED LIFE SAFETY 
REQUIREMENTS FOR EXISTING BUILDINGS, BY 
THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 16.02, SCOPE, 
RELATIVE TO UPDATING THE TABLE AND 
SECTION NUMBER TO COMPLY WITH THE 
UNIFORM BUILDING CODE; THROUGH THE 
AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE XVII, ENTITLED 
DANGEROUS BUILDINGS, BY THE AMENDMENT OF 
SECTION 17.02, DANGEROUS BUILDING 
DEFINED, RELATIVE TO CHANGING THE 1991 
EDITION OF UNIFORM CODE FOR THE 
ABATEMENT OF DANGEROUS BUILDING TO READ 
THE 1994 EDITION; BY THE AMENDMENT OF 
SECTION 17.02(O), RELATIVE TO MAKING THE 
ORDINANCE GENDER NEUTRAL; BY THE 
AMENDMENT OF SECTION 17.02(P), RELATIVE 
TO MAKING THE ORDINANCE GENDER NEUTRAL; 
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THROUGH THE AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE XVIII, 
ENTITLED ACCESSIBILITY, RELATIVE TO 
ACCESSIBILITY STANDARD REQUIREMENTS OF 
THE CITY; PROVIDING FOR A FINE UP TO 
$2,000 FOR EACH OFFENSE IN VIOLATION OF 
THE ORDINANCE; PROVIDING THIS ORDINANCE 
BE CUMULATIVE; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR GOVERNMENTAL 
IMMUNITY; PROVIDING FOR INJUNCTIONS; 
PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION AND BECOMING 
EFFECTIVE TEN DAYS AFTER FIRST 
PUBLICATION 

 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARLINGTON, 
TEXAS: 

1. 
 
 That the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the City 
of Arlington, Texas, 1987, is hereby amended through the 
repeal of the existing Article I and the adoption of a new 
Article I, so that hereafter said Article shall be and read 
as follows: 
 

ARTICLE I 
 

BUILDING CODE 
 
 
Section 1.01 Title
 
 This Chapter shall be known as the "Building Code" of 
the City of Arlington. 
 
 
Section 1.02 Adoption of Code
 
 The Uniform Building Code, 1994 Edition, Volumes 1 and 
2 (hereinafter called "U.B.C."), as published by the 
International Conference of Building Officials, is hereby 
adopted and designated, together with the deletions, 
amendments and addenda hereinafter contained, as the 
Building Code of the City of Arlington, the same as though 
said U.B.C. were copied at length herein.  Copies of the 
U.B.C. and its Appendices shall be kept on file in the 
Office of the City Secretary. 
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Section 1.03 Code Defined; Rule of Construction
 
 This Building Code shall include all of the provisions 
of the U.B.C. as adopted by Section 1.02 above and all other 
provisions contained herein.  In the event a conflict is 
determined to exist between said U.B.C. as adopted and the 
other provisions of this Chapter, the latter provisions 
shall be construed as controlling and taking precedence over 
the former. 
 
 
Section 1.04 Amendments, Additions and Deletions
 
 The adoption of the U.B.C., as provided in Section 1.02 
above, is modified and amended by the following: 
 
A. The addition thereto of Articles II, et seq., of this 

Chapter. 
 
B. The deletion in the entirety of the following pro-

visions of the U.B.C.: 
 

(1) Section 102, entitled Unsafe Buildings or Struc-
tures; 

(2) Section 103, entitled Violations; 
(3) Section 105, entitled Board of Appeals; 
(4) Section 106, entitled Permits; 
(5) Section 107, entitled Fees; 
(6) Section 108, entitled Inspections; and 
(7) Section 109, entitled Certificate of Occupancy. 
(8) Section 3102.3.8 entitled Spark Arrester; 
(9) Appendix Section 1515, entitled Inspections; 

 
C. The amendment of the following U.B.C. provisions: 
 

(1) The amendment of Section 101.3, entitled Scope, by 
the addition of the following "EXCEPTION" between 
the first paragraph and the second paragraph: 

 
  EXCEPTION:  Storage buildings not exceeding three 

hundred (300) square feet in area shall not be 
subject to the provisions of this Building Code 
provided: 

 
(a) The building shall not be intended or used 

for human occupancy; 
 

(b) Any mechanical, electrical or plumbing work 
shall be installed in full compliance with 
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the appropriate Chapter of the Code of the 
City of Arlington for such work; 

 
(c) A building on commercial property shall be 

anchored at each corner:  said anchorage 
shall equal or exceed a concrete pier ten 
inches (10") in diameter and eighteen inches 
(18") in depth embedded with a standard one-
half inch (½") diameter anchor bolt; 

 
(d) The building shall be not closer than five 

feet (5') to a property line in residential 
areas and ten feet (10') to a property line 
in non-residential areas:  subject, however, 
to any more restrictive setbacks contained in 
the "Zoning" Chapter of the Code of the City 
of Arlington:  further, storage buildings on 
commercial property shall be separated from 
other structures and property lines as spec-
ified by U.B.C., Chapter 5; 

 
(e) The building shall be maintained in good 

repair; 
 

(f) There shall be not more than one (1) such 
building on any property occupied for other 
than residential use; and 

 
(g) A permit for such building shall have been 

obtained from the Building Official. 
 

(2) The amendment of Section 104.2.3, entitled Right 
of Entry, to read as follows: 

 
  Whenever necessary to make an inspection to 

enforce any of the provisions of this Building 
Code, or whenever the Building Official or an 
authorized representative has reasonable cause to 
believe that there exists in any building or upon 
any premises any condition or violation which 
makes such building or premises unsafe, dangerous 
or hazardous, the Building Official or an autho-
rized representative may enter such building or 
premises at all reasonable times to inspect the 
same or to perform any duty imposed upon said 
Building Official by this Building Code.  If such 
building or premises be occupied, the Building 
Official shall first present proper credentials 
and request entry.  If such building or premises 
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be unoccupied, the Building Official shall first 
make a reasonable effort to locate the owner or 
other person having charge or control of the 
building or premises and request entry.  If such 
entry is refused, or, if no owner or other person 
having charge or control of the building or 
premises can be located, the Building Official or 
an authorized representative shall have recourse 
to every remedy provided by law to secure entry.  

 
(3) The amendment of Section 104.2.5, entitled Occu-

pancy Violations, to read as follows: 
 

 Whenever any building, structure, or equipment 
therein which is regulated by this Building Code 
is being used contrary to the provisions of said 
Code, the Building Official or an authorized 
representative may order that such use be discon-
tinued and/or that the building or structure, or a 
portion thereof, be vacated by written notice 
served on any person who is causing such use to be 
continued.  Further, the Building Official or an 
authorized representative may order the evacuation 
of any building or premises, or a portion thereof, 
which constitutes a dangerous building as defined 
in Article XVII of this Chapter. 

 
  Notice to stop use shall be given by personal 

delivery or by certified mail, return receipt 
requested, to the person responsible for the 
continued use.  Such person shall discontinue the 
use within the time prescribed by the Building 
Official after receipt of such notice and shall 
not resume the use of the building or premises 
until first rendering the same in compliance with 
this Building Code. 

 
Notice to vacate a dangerous building or premises 
shall be posted at or upon each exit of the said 
structure affected thereby, and shall be in sub-
stantially the following form: 

 
  "DO NOT ENTER  

  UNSAFE TO OCCUPY 
 

   It is a misdemeanor to occupy 
this building, or to remove or 
deface this notice. 
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  Arlington Building Official 
  (by)______________________________ 
  (date)____________________________ 
  (compliance due date)_____________" 

 
No person shall remain in or enter any building or 
premises which has been so posted, except that 
entry may be made to repair, demolish or remove 
the unsafe condition.  Such entry or the destruc-
tion, defacing or removal of said notice prior to 
approval by the Building Official or an authorized 
representative shall be a violation of this 
Building Code. 

 
(4) The amendment of the definition of "SHALL" con-

tained in Section 220, so that said definition 
shall read as follows: 

 
SHALL, as it applies to an act or duty to be per-
formed by the Building Official pursuant to any 
section of this Building Code, is discretionary.  
Its use in all other applications in this Code 
shall be mandatory. 

 
(5) The amendment of Section 302.4, entitled Fire 

Ratings for Occupancy Separations, so that 
"EXCEPTIONS", paragraph 3 shall read as follows: 

 
 Occupancy separation between a dwelling (including 

its attic area) and its private garage may be 
accomplished by a one-half inch (½") thickness of 
standard gypsum board, with treated joints, 
applied at the garage side.  A door opening shall 
have a tight-fitting door.  Fire dampers need not 
be installed in air duct openings located in such 
walls or ceiling. 

 
 (6) The amendment of Section 310.9.1.2 entitled, 

Additions, Alterations, or Repairs to Group R 
Occupancies, and Section 310.9.1.3, entitled Power 
Source, to read as follows:  

 
  310.9.1.2.  Smoke detectors in existing Group R 

Occupancies, except Division 1 apartment houses 
and hotels, shall be installed in accordance with 
310.9.1.3, 310.9.1.4 and 310.9.1.5 of this 
subsection, either when the interior of the 
dwelling unit is repaired, remodeled or rebuilt at 
a projected cost of more than $1,000.00, and such 
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work requires a permit, or when a sleeping room is 
added or created, smoke detectors in existing 
Group R, Division 1 apartment houses and hotels 
shall be installed in compliance with the "Fire 
Prevention" Chapter. 

 
  310.9.1.3 Smoke detectors shall receive their 

primary power from the building wiring when such 
wiring is served from a commercial source, and 
shall be equipped with a battery backup.  The 
detector shall emit a signal when the batteries 
are low.  Wiring shall be permanent and without a 
disconnecting switch other than those required for 
over current protection.  Smoke detectors may be 
solely battery operated when installed in 
buildings without commercial power. 

 
(7) The amendment of Section 311.2.3.2, entitled 

Marine or Motor Vehicle Fuel Dispensing Stations, 
so that the third paragraph reads as follows: 

 
 A one hour occupancy separation need not be 

provided between fuel dispensing pumps covered 
with a canopy that is open on three or more sides, 
and a group M occupancy retail store having an 
area of less than 3,000 square feet (270m2) when 
the following conditions exist: 

 
(8) The amendment of Section 805, entitled Textile 

Wall Coverings, to read as follows: 
 

When used as interior wall finish, textile wall 
coverings, including materials such as those hav-
ing a napped, tufted, looped, nonwoven, woven or 
similar surface, shall have a Class I flame 
spread. 

 
(9) The amendment of Section 904.1.1, entitled 

General, to read as follows: 
 

 All fire-extinguishing systems required in this 
Building Code shall be installed in accordance 
with the requirements of this Chapter except that 
all references to U.B.C. Standards 9-1 and 9-2 are 
deleted and replaced by the applicable National 
Fire Protection Association Standards 13, 13-D and 
14 governing such items. 
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Required automatic sprinkler systems in Group R 
Occupancies of 4 stories or less may be designed 
in accordance with NFPA No. 13-R (1989).  Sprin-
kler protection shall be provided throughout, in-
cluding the means of egress, patios and balconies. 
 
EXCEPTION:  Attic areas and concealed intermediate 
under floor spaces may be unprotected when ap-
proved fire lane access, fire hydrants, fireflow, 
and an approved fire alarm system is provided. 

 
Fire hose threads used in connection with fire-ex-
tinguishing systems shall be National Standard 
hose threads or alternatives approved by the Chief 
of the Fire Department of the City of Arlington. 

 
In buildings used for high-piled combustible 
storage, fire protection shall be in compliance 
with the applicable provisions of the "Fire Code" 
Chapter of the Code of the City of Arlington. 

 
(10) The amendment of Section 904.2.2, entitled All 

Occupancies Except Group R, Division 3 and Group 
U, by the addition of Paragraph 5, to read as 
follows: 

 
 All buildings three (3) or more stories in height 

shall have an automatic sprinkler system except 
Group S-4 open parking garages of freestanding 
Type I construction and Group R-3 single family 
dwelling occupancies with approved Fire Department 
access. 

 
 (11) The amendment of Section 904.2.3.6, entitled 

Amusement Buildings, to read as follows:   
 
  An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed 

in all amusement buildings (as defined in this 
code).  The main water-flow switch shall be 
electrically supervised.  The sprinkler main 
cutoff valve shall be supervised. 

 
  EXCEPTION:  An automatic sprinkler system need not 

be provided for amusement buildings actually oper-
ating not more than thirty (30) consecutive days. 

 
(12) The amendment of Section 904.2.8, entitled Group 

R, Division 1 Occupancies, by the addition of the 
following paragraph: 
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For the purpose of establishing automatic 
sprinkler requirements in this section, area 
separation walls as described in U.B.C., Section 
504.6 shall not constitute separate buildings. 

 
(13) The amendment of Section 1005.7, entitled 

Construction, so that "EXCEPTIONS", number 5, 
shall read as follows: 

 
Group B Office Occupancies when the corridor is 
within a space occupied by a single tenant. 

 
(14) The amendment of Section 1005.7, entitled 

Construction, by the addition of Exception 9 to 
read as follows: 

 
 9. Corridors of fully sprinklered buildings in 

all occupancies except Group R, Division 1, and 
Group I, Division 3.  (See exception 4 of this 
subsection for portions of Group I, Division 3, 
Occupancies having open-barred cells.) 

 
(15) The amendment of Section 1006.1, entitled General, 

to read as follows: 
 

Every stairway having two (2) or more risers 
serving any building or portion thereof, inside or 
outside a structure, shall conform to the require-
ments of this section.  When aisles in assembly 
rooms have steps, they shall conform with the 
provision in Section 1014. 
 
EXCEPTION:  Stairs or ladders used only to attend 
equipment are exempt from the requirements of this 
section. 

 
(16) The amendment of Section 1203.3, entitled Ventila-

tion, to delete all specific mentions of "laundry 
rooms." 

 
(17) The amendment of Table 15-A, entitled "Minimum 

Roof Classes," to read as follows: 
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TABLE NO. 15-A MINIMUM ROOF CLASSES2 
Types of Construction

 
   I         II          III     IV      V     
 
                F.R.  F.R.  1-HR  N  1-HR  N  H.T.  1-HR  N  
OCCUPANCY 
 
   A-1   B   B   -  -   -  -   -   -  -  
 
   A)2-2.1   B   B   B  -   B    -   B     B    -  
 
   A-3   B   B   B  B   B  B   B   B  B  
 
   A-4   B   B   B  B   B  B   B   B  B  
 
   B   B   B   B  B   B  B   B   B  B  
 
   E   B   B   B  B   B  B   B   B  B  
 
   H-1   A   A   A  A   -    -   -     -    - 
 
   H)2-3-4-5-6-7 A   B   B  B   B  B   B   B  B  
 
   I)1.1-1.2-2   A   B   B  -   B  -   B   B  -  
 
   I-3   A   B   B1  -   B1  -   -   B  -  
 
   M   B   B   B  B   C  C   C   C  C  
 
   R-1   B   B   B  B   C  C   C   C  C  
 
   R-3   B   B   B  B   C  C   C   C  C  
 
   S-1, S-3   B   B   B  B   B  B   B   B  B 
 
   S-2, S-5   B   B   B  B   B  B   B   B  B 
 
   S-4   B   B   B  B   -  -   -   -  - 
 
   U   B   B   B  B   C  C   C   C  C 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
  1See U.B.C., Section 308.2.2.2    A-Class A Roof Covering 
        B-Class B Roof Covering 
  2Existing roof coverings shall    C-Class C Roof Covering 
 not be required to conform     N-No requirements 
 with this table.  Any new    for fire resistance 
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 shingles installed, including  F.R.-Fire Resistive 
 replacements shall conform to  H.T.-Heavy Timber     
 the table.  Exception:  When 
 replacement of shingles are 
 less than 10% of the roof area  
 per calendar year, new shingles  
 may be of the same type as the existing roof. 
 

(18) The amendment of Section 1609.2, entitled 
Retaining Walls, by the addition of the following 
paragraph and "EXCEPTION": 

 
Retaining walls exceeding three feet (3') in 
height shall be constructed of materials other 
than wood, including treated wood products, and 
shall be designed by a professional engineer.  A 
wall built in tiers shall be considered a single 
wall in height when the upper tier is set back 
less than one and one-half (1½) times the height 
of the wall section below. 

 
EXCEPTION:  Retaining walls erected on properties 
used for Group R-3 occupancies may be constructed 
up to six feet (6') in height of any approved 
materials.  These retaining walls shall be 
designed by a professional engineer when exceeding 
a height of four feet (4').  Unless specifically 
approved by the Building Official, such walls 
shall not support a building, driveway or other 
permanent construction closer to the wall than one 
and one-half (1½) times the full height of the 
wall. 

 
(19) Section 1701.1 shall be amended to read: 
 
 All construction or work for which a permit is 

required shall be subject to inspection by the 
Building Official.  The Building Official may 
require certain types of construction to have 
continuous inspection by special inspectors as 
specified in Chapter 17 of this code. 

 
(20) The amendment of Section 1903.6, entitled Admix-

tures, 1903.6.1 to read as follows: 
 

Calcium chloride shall not be used in residential 
foundation concrete, except in a design approved 
by the Building Official or an authorized repre-
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sentative and which is submitted by a registered 
architect or engineer. 
 

(21) The amendment of Section 1905.7, entitled 
Preparation of Equipment and Place of Deposit, by 
the addition of Paragraph 8 to read as follows: 

 
 For concrete floor slabs supported directly on the 

ground in Group R-3 Occupancies, a vapor barrier 
approved by the Building Official or an authorized 
representative shall be installed beneath the 
slab. 

 
 (22) The amendment of Section 2320.4, entitled Shingles 

or Shakes, by the addition of the following 
"EXCEPTION": 

 
EXCEPTION:  Wood shingles and shakes shall not be 
used as an exterior wall covering within seven 
feet (7') of grade for Group R-1 Occupancies. 

 
All wood shingles or shakes to be used as an 
exterior wall covering for Group R-1 Occupancies 
shall be fire-retardant shakes and shingles.  
Fire-retardant shakes and shingles are wood shakes 
and shingles complying with U.B.C. Standard No. 
15-3 or 15-4 impregnated by the full-cell vacuum-
pressure process with fire retardant chemicals, 
and have been qualified by U.B.C. Standard No. 15-
2 for use on Class A, B or C roofs.  Each bundle 
of treated wood shakes and shingles shall bear 
labels identifying their roof covering 
classification and approved quality control 
agency.   

 
(23) The amendment of Section 2406.4, entitled 

Hazardous Locations, number 8, so that 
"EXCEPTION", number 5, shall read as follows: 

 
Assemblies of leaded, faceted or carved glass, in 
items 1, 2, 6 and 7 when used for decorative 
purposes or item 5 when not equipped with a 
showerhead. 

 
(24) The amendment of Section 2902.3, entitled Groups 

B, F, H, M and S Occupancies, to read as follows: 
 

In Groups B, F, H, M and S Occupancies, every 
building or portion thereof where persons are 
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employed shall be provided with sanitary facili-
ties which comply with the "Plumbing" Chapter of 
the Code of the City of Arlington and shall be 
provided with at least one (1) water closet.  
Separate facilities shall be provided for each sex 
when the number of employees exceeds ten (10).  
Such toilet facilities shall be located either in 
such building or conveniently in a building adja-
cent thereto on the same property. 
 
Such water closet rooms in connection with food 
establishments where food is prepared, stored or 
served shall have a nonabsorbent interior finish 
as specified in Section 807.1, shall have hand-
washing facilities therein or adjacent thereto, 
and shall be separated from food preparation or 
storage rooms as specified in Section 302.6. 
 
For other requirements on water closets, see 
Section 2904. 

 
 (25) The amendment of Section 3003.6, entitled 

Emergency Signs, to read as follows:  "An approved 
pictorial sign of a standard design shall be 
posted adjacent to each elevator call station 
which will indicate that, in case of fire, the 
elevator will not operate and that exit stairways 
should be used." 

 
 (26) The amendment of Section 3301.1, entitled General, 

by the addition of the following five (5) 
paragraphs and one (1) "EXCEPTION" between the 
first and second paragraphs: 

 
Should trench excavations exceed five feet (5') in 
depth, bid documents and construction contracts 
must include provisions for specifications for 
adequate safety systems that meet Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) standards.  
Further, these plans and specifications shall 
include a pay item for these safety systems, which 
is to be a part of the contract.  In addition, a 
safety program outline shall be provided to the 
property owner by the contractor and the contrac-
tor's safety record shall be reviewed as a condi-
tion of the contract award. 

 
Prior to performing such excavations, the contrac-
tor must submit plans and specifications for 
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trench shoring to the Building Official for 
review.  The plans shall be stamped, signed and 
dated by a registered professional engineer 
attesting that these plans meet OSHA requirements 
in accordance with state law. 

 
The contract requirements of this Section shall 
not apply to contracts entered into with persons 
subject to the safety standards adopted under 
V.A.C.S., Article 6053-1, entitled Transportation 
of Gas and Gas Pipeline Facilities. 

 
Acceptable fill shall only be comprised of one (1) 
or more of the following materials:  Dirt, con-
crete or asphalt.  No person shall cause, allow, 
suffer or permit fill containing any other 
material to be used for any building, structure, 
foundation or retaining structure. 

 
  No person shall cause, allow, suffer or permit 

fill to be placed or stored, upon any undeveloped 
lot not currently experiencing ongoing construc-
tion, in such a manner that said fill is not 
spread uniformly so that no area of fill differs 
in height by more than twenty-four inches (24") 
from any other area of fill on said lot.  
Provided, however, that upon written notice by the 
Building Official or a designated representative, 
the record property owner of any such lot shall be 
allowed forty-five (45) days to remove or spread 
said fill in order to comply with this provision.  
Notice shall be deemed sufficient for this purpose 
if mailed, by certified mail, return receipt 
requested, to the last-known address of the record 
property owner, or if personally delivered to said 
owner. 

 
EXCEPTION:  This provision shall not apply to fill 
located upon the premises of a business which pro-
vides said fill to others for compensation.  A 
valid certificate of occupancy for such business 
shall be sufficient to establish the applicability 
of this exception. 

 
(27) The amendment of Appendix B, Chapter 4, Division 

I, Section 419, entitled General, to read as 
follows: 
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 The provisions of this section shall apply to the 
design and construction of barriers for all 
swimming pools. 

 
 EXCEPTION:  The following uses are regulated by 

State statute and are not subject to this section: 
 
 1. Group R-1 apartments. 
 
 2. A pool owned, controlled, or maintained by 

the owner of a multi-unit rental complex or 
by property owners association. 

 
 (28) The amendment of Appendix B, Chapter 4, Division 

I, Section 421.1, entitled Outdoor Swimming Pool, 
by the addition of an exception to number 4 to 
read as follows:  "Exception:  Driveway access 
gates across a paved or improved surface intended 
for regular vehicle access shall not be located in 
a swimming pool barrier." 

 
 (29) The amendment to Appendix B, Chapter 4, Division 

I, Section 420 entitled Definitions, by the 
addition of the following definitions: 

 
  Multi-unit Rental Complex is two or more dwelling 

units in one or more buildings that are under 
common ownership, managed by the same owner, 
managing agent, or management company, and located 
on the same lot or tract of land or adjacent lots 
or tracts of land.  The term includes a 
condominium project.  The term does not include: 

 
  (A) A facility primarily renting rooms to 

overnight guests; or 
 
  (B) A single-family home or adjacent single-

family homes that are not part of a 
condominium project. 

 
  Pool Deck is a flat walking surface consisting of 

wood, stone, brick, concrete or other similar 
material located within five feet (5') of the 
waters edge of a swimming pool or spa.   

 
  Property Owners Association is an association of 

property owners for a residential subdivision, 
condominium, cooperative, townhome project, or 
other project involving residential dwellings. 
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  Self-Closing Gate is a gate which closes or shuts 

automatically, without the aid of human, elec-
trical, solar or battery power after being opened. 

 
  Self-Closing and Self-Latching Device is a device 

that causes a gate to automatically close and 
latch without human, electrical, solar or battery 
power. 

 
 
Section 1.05 Adoption of Appendices
 
 The following referenced provisions of the U.B.C. 
annexed hereto as appendices, the same being either attached 
hereto or incorporated herein by reference, are made a part 
of this Building Code. 
 

Appendix A.  The entire provisions, except Chapter 9, 
of the Uniform Building Code Standards, Volume 3, 1994 
Edition, as promulgated by the International Conference 
of Building Officials. 

 
Appendix B.  Only Chapter 4, Division II, entitled 
Aviation Control Towers, Chapter 3, Division I, 
entitled Detention and Correctional Facilities, Chapter 
3, Division II, entitled Agricultural Buildings, 
Chapter 4, Division I, entitled Barriers for Swimming 
Pools, Spas and Hot Tubs, Chapter 15, entitled 
Reroofing, Chapter 31, Division III, entitled Patio 
Covers, and  Chapter 31, Division II, entitled Membrane 
Structures, of the Appendix to the Uniform Building 
Code, 1994 Edition. 
 
All other Chapters of said Appendix to the U.B.C. are 
hereby omitted from this Building Code. 

 
Appendix C.  The form of the surety bonds required by 
the provisions of this Building Code. 

 
 
Section l.06 Construction Prohibited in Public Easements
 
A. Regardless of materials, manner of construction or 

unique characteristics of land, it shall be unlawful 
for any person, firm or corporation to cause or permit 
the installation, revision or relocation of any 
construction improvement where any part of such 
improvement is to be located in a public easement.  The 
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foregoing prohibition shall not apply to proposed 
improvements in utility easements consisting of paving, 
flatwork, wooden or chain link fences or retaining 
walls less than three feet (3') in height which do not 
support a structure, provided that the proposed 
improvements have been approved in writing by the 
Building Official with the concurrence of the City 
Engineer and the Director of Water Utilities prior to 
their construction. 

 
B. In cases where improvements other than those listed in 

Subsection (A) above are proposed in City easements, 
application shall be made to the Building Official for 
the execution of an Easement Joint-Use Agreement.  If, 
in the determination of the Building Official after 
conferring with the other appropriate departments of 
the City of Arlington, such Joint-Use Agreement cannot 
be executed, the Building Official will refer the 
request to the Building Code Board of Appeals for final 
determination. 

 
C. The City of Arlington shall not be liable for damages 

or losses of any kind whatsoever by reason of injury to 
property or person occasioned by the use of any 
easement.  The City shall have no obligations in 
regards to the maintenance of any improvements within 
such easement or right-of-ways.  The City shall be 
defended at the cost and expense of the person placing 
improvements in any easements or right-of-ways from all 
claims and demands.  The use of any easement in right-
of-ways shall be discontinued and improvements removed 
within 30 days of notification by the City and the cost 
of the discontinuation and removal of improvements 
shall be borne by the owner of the improvement. 

 
D. The term "improvement" includes, but is not limited to, 

concrete or asphalt paving, swimming pools, fences, 
retaining walls, temporary or permanent buildings, 
earth fill or excavation and landscaping.  
"Improvements" shall not include public or private 
mailboxes, or poles and boxes necessary for public 
utility services. 

 
The term "easement" shall include easements for right-
of-way, streets, drainage and utilities. 
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Section 1.07 Requirements for Drainage
 
A. No person, firm or corporation within the corporate 

limits of the City of Arlington, Tarrant County, Texas, 
shall do, cause or permit to be done, the installation, 
modification or relocation of any construction 
improvement where the improvement, when completed, will 
significantly increase the speed or volume of water 
flowing across or standing on other property which is 
either upstream or downstream from the property on 
which the improvement is to be made so as to cause 
damage to such other property, nor shall the Building 
Official be required to issue a building  permit  where  
engineering data from a qualified professional engineer 
reveals that such improvement would worsen any existing 
drainage or flooding problem or would cause any damage 
to such other property.   

 
B. The term "improvement" means any of those things which 

require a building permit, such as buildings (either 
permanent or temporary), land development, concrete or 
asphalt paving, swimming pools, fences, retaining 
walls, earth fill or excavation and landscaping.  
"Improvement" shall not include poles or boxes 
necessary for public utility service.   

 
C. Prior to obtaining a building permit, and to ensure 

that there will be no surface drainage problems after 
the construction of the proposed improvement, an 
acceptable drainage plan will be filed with the 
Building Inspections Department of the City of 
Arlington which accurately shows all run-off water 
which comes onto the property being so improved, the 
method of conveying the water across the property, and 
the method and place of discharge for the run-off water 
leaving the property.  Such plans shall show the 
capacity of the adjacent property, public way, easement 
or drainage facility, as the case may be, to receive 
such amounts of water.  No surface drainage plan is 
required to be filed with said City for improvements on 
lots containing or to contain group R-3 occupancies, 
provided the drainage for such improvement is made to 
comply with H.U.D. (F.H.A.) Requirements for surface 
drainage as contained in the current H.U.D. Data Sheet 
72 or H.U.D. Data Sheet 73 as the same may, from time 
to time, be amended.  Such requirements and future 
amendments are incorporated in this Building Code and 
made a part hereof for all purposes:  provided, 
however, that the Building Official may require the 
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submission of a surface drainage plan for such exempt 
properties when, in the Building Official's opinion, 
such plan is necessary to prevent a drainage problem.  
If the builder wants the drainage for any improvement 
on such exempt properties to deviate from H.U.D. 
(F.H.A.) requirements, then an acceptable drainage plan 
meeting the requirements contained in this Section must 
be submitted by the builder.  

 
D. All construction of improvements shall be done to 

comply with an approved drainage plan as provided for 
in this Section or H.U.D. (F.H.A.) Requirements, as 
applicable.  

 
 
Section 1.08 Enforcement, Violations and Penalties
 
A. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corpo-

ration to erect, construct, enlarge, alter, repair, 
move, improve, remove, convert, demolish, equip, use, 
occupy or maintain any building, structure or premises 
in the City of Arlington, or cause or permit the same 
to be done, contrary to or in violation of any of the 
provisions of this Building Code. 

 
B. Any person, firm or corporation violating any of the 

provisions of this Building Code shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor and each day the violation continues 
shall be a separate offense.  Each offense shall be 
punishable by a fine of not more than Two Thousand 
Dollars and No Cents ($2,000.00).  

 
C. In addition to the power of the Building Official under 

U.B.C., Section 104.2.3, entitled "Right of Entry," to 
inspect a building pursuant to this Building Code, any 
peace officer may enter the public areas of any 
building or premises, or any areas specified in a 
proper inspection warrant, at all reasonable times 
wherever necessary in the performance of official 
duties to inspect and investigate for violations of any 
law, or to enforce any law, including violations of 
this Building Code.  The peace officer shall first 
present proper credentials and request entry, unless 
otherwise permitted by law.  If such entry is refused 
or, if no owner or other person having charge or 
control of the building or premises can be located, the 
peace officer shall have recourse to every remedy 
provided by law to secure entry.  
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D. No owner, occupant or any other person having charge, 
care or control of any building or premises shall fail 
or neglect, after proper request is made pursuant to 
Subsection (C) above, to promptly permit entry therein 
by a peace officer in the performance of his duty.  Any 
person violating this Subsection shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor. 

 
 
Section 1.09  Skateboard Ramps
 
A. As used in this Section, the phrase "skateboard ramp" 

shall refer to a structure or piece of work artifi-
cially built up or composed of parts joined together in 
some definite manner, regardless of the materials used 
or the manner of construction, which is primarily used 
for, or designed and intended for primary use as, a 
ramp for skating or skateboarding activities. 

 
B. It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, 

construct, keep, maintain or use a skateboard ramp that 
is located: 

 
(1) at a distance closer than one hundred fifty feet 

(150') from any building located on another's 
property that is used or intended to be used for 
habitation, regardless of whether the habitation 
existed prior to the erection of said skateboard 
ramp; or 

 
(2) at a distance closer than fifty feet (50') from 

the property line of the lot where said skateboard 
ramp is located. 

 
C. Should a habitation be placed on another's property 

closer than one hundred fifty feet (150') to an 
existing skateboard ramp, the owner of said skateboard 
ramp shall remove or relocate, or cause to be removed 
or relocated, said skateboard ramp within ninety (90) 
days of the completion of construction of the 
habitation. 

 
D. Failure to remove or relocate, or cause to be removed 

or relocated, a skateboard ramp as required by this 
Section shall constitute a misdemeanor.  Each day that 
a skateboard ramp remains in violation of this Section 
shall constitute a separate offense. 
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Section 1.10 Presumption
 
 Unless otherwise specified in this Chapter, the owner, 
occupant or person in control of any building or premises 
where any violation of this Building Code is found shall be 
prima facie responsible for such violation. 
 
 
 Further, Article II is hereby amended by the amendment 
of Section 2.05, Procedure, so that hereafter said section 
shall be and read as follows: 
 
Section 2.05 Procedure 
 
 The Chairman shall be appointed in accordance with the 
Administration Chapter of the City Code.  The Board shall 
select a vice-chairman and shall further establish rules and 
regulations for its own procedures not inconsistent with the 
provisions of this Building Code.  The Board shall meet at 
regular intervals to be determined by the Chairman, and the 
Board shall meet within thirty (30) days after notice of any 
appeal has been received. 
 
 
 Further, Article II is hereby amended by the amendment 
of Section 2.06, Appeals; Time Limit, so that hereafter said 
section shall be and read as follows: 
 
Section 2.06 Appeals; Time Limit 
 
A. The owner of premises who seeks to erect or alter a 

building or structure on said premises, or an 
authorized agent, may appeal from a decision of the 
Building Official to the Board if: 

 
 (1) The Building Official shall reject or refuse to 

approve the mode or manner of construction 
proposed to be followed, or the materials proposed 
to be used, in the erection or alteration of said 
building or structure; or 

 
 (2) Said owner claims that the provisions of this 

Building Code do not apply to the proposed 
construction; or 

 
 (3) Said owner claims that an equally good or more 

desirable form of construction or materials can be 
employed in the proposed construction than the 
Building Official requires; or 
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 (4) Said owner claims that the true intent and meaning 
of this Building Code or of any of its regulations 
have been misconstrued or wrongly interpreted. 

 
 An administrative fee, as set by resolution of the 

Arlington City Council, shall accompany the notice of 
appeal which the owner or an authorized agent must file 
in writing with, and on a form provided by, said 
Building Official. 

 
B. The notice of appeal shall be filed within thirty (30) 

days after the Building Official renders a decision:  
provided, however, that said Building Official may 
limit the time for appeal to a shorter period in cases 
involving buildings or structures that are, in the 
Building Official's opinion, unsafe or dangerous. 

 
C. Initiating work, progressing with that portion of work 

which is the particular issue on appeal, or progressing 
with work which would cover the matter on appeal, shall 
void such appeal. 

 
 
 Further, Article III is hereby amended by the amendment 
of Section 3.09, Other Relocations, so that hereafter said 
section shall be and read as follows: 
 
Section 3.09 Other Relocations 
 
 All improvements other than those specified in Section 
3.08 above on a lot from which a building has been moved 
must be removed, including the foundation, plumbing, 
accessory structures, etc., unless specific written 
authorization to leave said improvements is given to the 
mover by the Building Official or an authorized 
representative. 
 
 
 Further, Article IV is hereby amended by the amendment 
of Section 4.01, Registration, so that hereafter said 
section shall be and read as follows: 
 
Section 4.01 Registration 
 
A. Registration Required.  It shall be unlawful for any 

person, firm or corporation to erect, construct, 
enlarge, alter, repair, move, improve, remove, convert 
or demolish any building, sign or structure in the City 
of Arlington, or cause the same to be done, unless such 
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person, firm or corporation is the holder of a valid 
registration with said City to perform such work.  Such 
person, firm or corporation shall be herein termed 
Registrant.  In extending the rights and privileges of 
such registration, said City makes no statement of the 
technical competency of those so registered, and no 
manner of license is proffered. 

 
B. Information to be Provided.  An applicant for registra-

tion under this article shall provide to the Building 
Official the following information: 

 
 1. The complete name, complete mailing address and 

telephone number of the firm or corporation; 
 
 2. The name and private mailing address of a princi-

pal of the firm or corporation who is a person 
authorized to bind the firm or corporation in 
legal agreements; 

 
 3. If the registration is to be as an individual 

only, the name, mailing address and telephone num-
ber of the individual; and 

 
 4. Other pertinent information deemed necessary by 

the Building Official. 
 
 Every Registrant shall contact the office of the 

Building Official to ensure the accurate revision of 
registration information, including any change of 
address or telephone number, within ten (10) days from 
the date that the previous information supplied in the 
application becomes invalid for any reason.  Failure to 
revise inaccurate information, or providing false, 
misleading or inaccurate information when applying for 
registration, shall constitute an offense. 

 
 Every Registrant doing work in any City rights-of-way 

shall carry Contractor's Public Liability Insurance 
with a combined single limit of not less than Five 
Hundred Thousand and No/100 Dollars ($500,000.00) per 
occurrence, with an aggregate of not less than Five 
Hundred Thousand and No/100 Dollars ($500,000.00).  The 
Registrant shall make the City of Arlington a 
Certificate Holder and present proof of insurance at 
the time of registration and all subsequent renewals.  
Notice of policy cancellations or failure to renew 
coverage shall be cause for revocation of registration, 
denial of inspections or cancellation of permits. 

(25) 



C. Building Official Shall Respond.  After application for 
registration has been received, the Building Official 
shall act promptly to issue the registration or to 
determine upon what basis the registration may not be 
issued.  The Building Official shall respond to the 
applicant not later than two (2) weeks following 
receipt of the application. 

 
D. Expiration and Renewal of Registration.  Expired 

registrations shall be routinely reactivated by payment 
of a renewal fee if the application information remains 
accurate.  Fees for initially establishing registration 
and for renewal of registration shall be set in 
accordance with Section 4.09 below.  A registration may 
be renewed without penalty at any time from sixty (60) 
days preceding the date of expiration through ninety 
(90) days following the date of expiration.  A 
registration not renewed for ninety (90) days beyond 
the date of expiration shall require resubmittal of 
registration information and payment of a fee as for an 
initial registration. 

 
E. Transfer of Registration Prohibited.  No Registrant 

under this article shall for any purpose allow the 
registration, by name or other identification, to be 
transferred or assigned to, or in any manner directly 
or indirectly used by, any person, firm or corporation 
other than the one to whom the registration was issued.  
Company representatives other than the registered 
principal shall be required to have a notarized 
statement from the principal in order to transact 
business. 

 
F. Registration Suspended.  The Building Code Board of 

Appeals shall have the authority to suspend any 
registration issued under this article for any of the 
following acts by the Registrant: 

 
 1. Forfeiting an appeal of a Stop Order issued under 

U.B.C., Section 104.2.4, by continued work after 
the issuance of said Stop Order; 

 
 2. Forfeiting an appeal under Section 2.06(C) above 

of this Building Code by initiating work in 
violation of the Board's decision or prior to the 
Board's decision; 

 
 3. Causing or permitting the unauthorized or prohib-

ited transfer or assignment of a valid registra-
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tion, or providing false, misleading or inaccurate 
information when applying for registration; or 

 
 4. Being convicted in Municipal Court of two (2) 

violations of any of the provisions of this 
Building Code committed within a period of twelve 
(12) consecutive months:  provided, however, that 
remedy of the violation within twenty (20) days of 
a Stop Order shall cause the waiver of any 
conviction for the original violation for the 
purpose of this subsection. 

 
 Such suspension of registration shall be for a time not 

to exceed six (6) months.  After expiration of such 
period of time as the Board shall have designated, and 
after payment of any outstanding fines and the routine 
renewal fee if it has become due in the interim, the 
suspended registration shall again become valid and 
effective for the balance of its time until expiration 
or a subsequent suspension or revocation. 

 
G. Registration Revoked.  The Building Code Board of 

Appeals shall have the authority to revoke any 
registration issued under this article for: 

 
 1. Conviction of the practice of any fraud or deceit 

in securing a registration or a permit, or of a 
violation of Subsection (E) above; 

 
 2. Convictions in Municipal Court of three (3) viola-

tions of any of the provisions of this Building 
Code committed within a period of twelve (12) con-
secutive months:  provided, however, that remedy 
of the violation within twenty (20) days of a Stop 
Order shall cause the waiver of any conviction for 
the original violation for the purpose of this 
subsection; 

 
 3. Accumulation of two (2) decisions of the Board to 

suspend registration; or 
 
 4. Accumulation within a period of twelve (12) months 

of two (2) forfeitures of appeals of Stop Orders 
issued under U.B.C., Section 104.2.4, by continued 
work after the issuance of said Stop Orders. 

 
 Such revocation of registration by the Board shall be 

full and final cancellation of such registration and 
shall be effective on the date of the Board's decision.  
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No Registrant whose registration is revoked by the 
Board shall be allowed in the future to be registered 
again in the City of Arlington under this article. 

 
H. Suspension or Revocation Hearing.  In considering 

charges under this article regarding suspension or 
revocation of a registration, the Building Code Board 
of Appeals shall proceed upon sworn information 
furnished it by any person.  Such information shall be 
in writing and shall be duly verified by the person 
familiar with the allegations made.  The Board shall 
make an order setting the matter for hearing at a 
specified time and place, and the Secretary of the 
Board shall cause a copy of the Board's order and of 
the sworn information to be served upon the Registrant 
by registered mail at least fifteen (15) days before 
the date set for the hearing.  The Registrant may 
appear in person or by counsel at the time and place 
named in the order and present a defense to the Board.  
The City Attorney for the City of Arlington shall 
provide counsel for the Board.  If the Registrant fails 
or refuses to appear, the Board may proceed to hear and 
determine the charge in the registrant's absence.  If 
the registrant pleads guilty or if, upon a hearing, the 
Board finds any of the charges to be true, it may enter 
an order suspending or revoking the certificate of 
registration.  Failure to properly perfect an appeal in 
a court of competent jurisdiction within ten (10) days 
of receipt of the Board's decision shall render the 
Board's decision final.  Suspension or revocation of a 
registration resulting from a decision of the Board 
shall preclude the Registrant from securing a permit 
for work controlled by that registration in the City of 
Arlington or from becoming so registered under any 
different identification as long as the suspension or 
revocation is in effect. 

 
I. Exemption for Owner.  Except for permits required by 

Article VIII below, no such registration procedure 
shall be required for minor alteration or repair work 
to be performed on an existing structure when the 
person performing the alteration or repair work is the 
owner of the structure, and is not assisted by any 
other person for remuneration.  A homeowner may 
construct an addition to a residential structure of 
legal residence.  Minor accessory structures such as 
storage buildings (not exceeding 300 square feet in 
area) and fences may be constructed by the owner of a 
property without registration.  The Owner shall be 
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automatically termed a Registrant for the purposes of 
such a project without registration.  Notwithstanding 
such relief from registration, all requirements for 
permits for the work and all other applicable 
provisions of this Building Code shall remain in force. 

 
 
 Further, Article IV is hereby amended by the amendment 
of Section 4.02, Permits Required, so that hereafter said 
section shall be and read as follows: 
 
Section 4.02 Permits Required 
 
 It shall be unlawful for any Registrant to erect, 
construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move, improve, remove, 
convert or demolish any building, sign or structure in the 
City of Arlington, or do the same to the pavement of 
properties other than R-3 occupancies, or cause the same to 
be done, without first obtaining a separate building permit 
for such work from the Building Official. 
 
 A permit shall be issued only to a Registrant meeting 
the conditions of Section 4.01 above, and only after all 
other requirements defined in this article have been 
accomplished. 
 
 
 Further, Article IV is hereby amended by the amendment 
of Section 4.03, Application for Permit, Subsection (F), so 
that hereafter said subsection shall be and read as follows: 
 
F. Be signed by the applicant (Registrant) or an 

authorized agent, who may be required to submit 
evidence to indicate such authority; 

 
 
 Further, Article IV is hereby amended by the amendment 
of Section 4.04, Plans and Specifications, so that hereafter 
said section shall be and read as follows: 
 
Section 4.04 Plans and Specifications 
 
A. With each application for a building permit and when 

required by the Building Official for enforcement of 
any provisions of this Building Code, two (2) or more 
sets of plans and specifications shall be submitted.  
The Building Official may require plans, computations 
and specifications to be prepared and designed by an 
engineer or architect licensed by the State of Texas to 
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practice as such even if not required by State law.  
The engineers' or architects' professional seal shall 
be affixed to the documents. 

 
 EXCEPTION:  Except when specifically required by the 

Building Official, plans, computations and specifica-
tions need not be submitted for the following: 

 
 (1) One (1) story buildings of Type V conventional 

wood frame construction, with an area not exceed-
ing six hundred (600) square feet; 

 
 (2) Groups R-3 and U Occupancies of Type V conven-

tional wood frame construction; or  
 
 (3) The Building Official may waive the submission of 

plans, calculations, construction, inspection 
requirements and other data if it is found that 
the nature of the work applied for is such that 
reviewing of plans is not necessary to obtain com-
pliance with the Code. 

 
B. Plans and specifications shall be drawn to scale upon 

substantial paper or cloth and shall be of sufficient 
clarity to indicate the nature and extent of the work 
proposed and show in detail that it will conform to the 
provisions of this Building Code and all other relevant 
laws, ordinances, rules and regulations.  The first 
sheet of each set of plans shall give the building and 
street address where the work is to be performed and 
the name and address of the owner and person who 
prepared said plans.  Plans shall include a plot plan 
showing the location of the proposed building and of 
every existing building on the property.  In lieu of 
detailed specifications, the Building Official may 
approve references on the plans to a specific section 
or part of this Building Code or other ordinances or 
laws. 

 
C. Computations, stress diagrams and other data sufficient 

to show the correctness of the plans shall be submitted 
when required by the Building Official.  Plans by the 
applicant for buildings more than two (2) stories in 
height of other than Group R-3 and U Occupancies shall 
indicate how required structural and fire-restrictive 
integrity will be maintained where a penetration will 
be made for electrical, mechanical, plumbing and 
communications conduits and pipes, and similar systems. 
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 Further, Article IV is hereby amended by the amendment 
of Section 4.05, Building Permits Issued, Subsection (A), so 
that hereafter said subsection shall be and read as follows: 
 
Section 4.05 Building Permits Issued 
 
A. The application, plans and specifications filed by an 

applicant for a permit shall be reviewed by the 
Building Official.  Such plans may also be reviewed by 
other departments of the City of Arlington to check 
compliance with the laws and ordinances under their 
jurisdiction, including but not limited to review by 
the Engineering Services, Utilities, Fire, Health, City 
Arborist and the Transportation Department of the City 
of Arlington to ensure compliance with the Traffic 
Study Provisions adopted by resolution of the City 
Council of said City.  If the Building Official finds 
that the work described in an application for permit 
and the plans filed therewith conform to the 
requirements of this Building Code and other pertinent 
laws and that the permit fee has been paid, a permit 
shall be issued, however, except by specific approval 
by the Building Official or his authorized representa-
tive, a permit shall not be issued in a development 
where the construction of streets, drainage, water, 
sewer and other such facilities have not been completed 
and accepted by the City of Arlington. 

 
 
 Further, Article IV is hereby amended by the amendment 
of Section 4.05, Building Permits Issued, Subsection (C), so 
that hereafter said subsection shall be and read as follows: 
 
C. The Building Official may issue a permit for the 

construction of part of a building or structure before 
the entire plans and specifications for the whole 
building or structure have been submitted or approved, 
provided adequate information and detailed statements 
have been filed complying with all pertinent 
requirements of this Building Code.  The holder of such 
permit shall proceed at personal risk without assurance 
that the permit for the entire building or structure 
will be granted. 

 
 
 Further, Article IV is hereby amended by the amendment 
of Section 4.07, Expiration of Permit, so that hereafter 
said section shall be and read as follows: 
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Section 4.07 Expiration of Permit 
 
 Every permit issued by the Building Official under the 
provisions of this Building Code shall expire by limitation 
of time and become null and void if the building or work 
authorized by such permit is not commenced within one 
hundred twenty (120) days from the date of such permit, or 
if the building or work authorized by such permit is 
suspended or abandoned for a period of one hundred twenty 
(120) days at any time after the work is commenced.  Before 
such work can be recommenced, a new permit shall be first 
obtained. 
 
 Any permittee holding an unexpired permit may apply for 
an extension of the time within which work may commence 
under that permit when the permittee is unable to commence 
work within the time required for good and satisfactory 
reasons.  The Building Official may extend the time for 
action by the permittee for a period not exceeding one 
hundred eighty (180) days.  No permit shall be extended more 
than once. 
 
 
 Further, Article IV is hereby amended by the amendment 
of Section 4.12, Refunds, so that hereafter said section 
shall be and read as follows: 
 
 
Section 4.12 Refunds
 
 There shall be no refund of any building permit fee 
except for the following: 
 
A. Expired applications as provided in Section 4.11 above, 

except that the plan review fee and applicable service 
charges shall not be refunded; 

 
B. When a permit has been issued and no part of the work 

has commenced, a refund may be authorized.  The refund 
shall be reduced by the amount of the plan review fee 
and any applicable service charges; 

 
C. When the permit has been issued through an error on the 

part of the City of Arlington and it is found that the 
work applied for cannot be allowed, the refund shall be 
made in full; 

 
D. Service charges for refunds shall not exceed the origi-

nal permit fees; and 
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E. When a permit has been issued, the Building Official 
may prorate the amount of the building permit fee to be 
refunded based on the Building Official's determination 
of the percentage of work completed. 

 
 
 Further, Article IV is hereby amended by the amendment 
of Section 4.13(C), Required Inspections, so that hereafter 
said subsection shall be and read as follows: 
 
C. Required Inspections.  Reinforcing steel or the 

structural framework of any part of any building or 
structure shall not be covered or concealed without the 
permittee first obtaining the approval of the Building 
Official following an inspection. 

 
 The Building Official, upon notification from the 

permit holder or an authorized agent, shall make the 
following inspections and shall either approve that 
portion of the construction as completed or shall 
notify the permit holder or an authorized agent in what 
respects the same fails to comply with this Building 
Code: 

 
 1. A foundation inspection shall be required after 

trenches are excavated and forms erected, and when 
all materials for the foundation are delivered on 
the job.  Where concrete from a central mixing 
plant (commonly termed "transit mixed") is to be 
used, materials need not be on the job; 

 
 2. A framing inspection shall be required after the 

roof,  all framing, fire-blocking and bracing are 
in place and all pipes, ducts, chimneys and vents 
are complete and the electrical rough is approved; 
and 

 
 3. A final inspection shall be required after the 

building is completed and ready for occupancy and 
before such occupancy begins.   

 
 In the event a court of competent jurisdiction 

determines that lawfully filed deed restrictions 
or lawfully filed real property restrictive 
covenants on single family residential property 
within the City of Arlington would be violated by 
the construction that is the subject of the final 
inspection, such court may restrain or enjoin the 
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Building Official from completing a final inspec-
tion for a period not to exceed sixty (60) days. 

 
 
 Further, Article IV is hereby amended by the amendment 
of Section 4.13(D), Other Inspections, so that hereafter 
said subsection shall be and read as follows: 
 
D. Other Inspections.  In addition to the required 

inspections specified in Subsection (C) above, the 
Building Official may make or require any other 
inspections of any construction work to ascertain 
compliance with the provisions of this Building Code 
and other applicable laws which are enforced by the 
City of Arlington. 

 
 For the purpose of determining compliance with U.B.C., 

Section 3402, the Building Official may cause any 
structure to be reinspected. 

 
 
 Further, Article IV is hereby amended by the deletion 
of Section 4.14, Special Inspections, and the renumbering 
and amendment of Section 4.15, Certificate of Occupancy, so 
that hereafter Section 4.15 shall be and read as follows: 
 
Section 4.14 Certificate of Occupancy 
 
A. Use of Occupancy.  No premises, building or structure, 

except Group R, Division III and Group U shall be used 
or occupied until a Certificate of Occupancy has been 
issued as provided herein.  A change in ownership or 
name change shall require the issuance of a new 
Certificate of Occupancy. 

 
B. Change in Use.  Changes in the character of occupancy 

or use of a building shall not be made, except as 
specified in U.B.C., Section 3405. 

 
C. Certificate Issued.  The Building Official shall issue 

a Certificate of Occupancy upon a finding that the 
premises complies with the Building Code and provisions 
of the "Zoning" Chapter of the Code of the City of Ar-
lington.  For new structures or when the occupant is of 
a different character of occupancy or use from the 
previous certificate holder, an inspection shall be 
made by the Building Inspections Division.  Where no 
change in character of occupancy is proposed for a 
structure previously granted a Certificate of 
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Occupancy, no inspection is necessary unless 
specifically required by the Building Official.  In the 
event that a tenant space is being altered, enlarged or 
reduced in size, or if the Building Official believes 
that the previous tenant altered the space without 
benefit of permits, an inspection may be required prior 
to the occupancy.  Other City departments may require 
inspections prior to the granting of a Certificate of 
Occupancy. 

 
 The Certificate of Occupancy shall contain: 
 
 1. The address of the building; 
 
 2. The name, address and telephone number of the 

occupant of said premises, building or structure; 
 
 3. The allowable use for which the certificate is 

issued; 
 
 4. The zoning district in which the use is located; 

and 
 
 5. Any conditions of the granting of the certificate. 
 
D. Temporary Certificate.  A temporary Certificate of 

Occupancy may be issued by the Building Official for 
the use of a portion or portions of a building or 
structure prior to the completion of the entire 
building or structure. 

 
E. Posting.  The Certificate of Occupancy shall be posted 

in a conspicuous place on the premises and shall not be 
removed without permission of the Building Official. 

 
F. Revocation.  The Building Official may, in writing, 

suspend or revoke a Certificate of Occupancy issued 
under the provisions of this Code whenever the 
certificate is issued in error, or on the basis of 
incorrect information supplied, or when it is 
determined that the building or structure or portion 
thereof is in violation of any ordinance or regulation 
or any provision of this Code. 

 
 
 Further, Article IV is hereby amended by the 
renumbering of Section 4.16, Indemnification, to Section 
4.15, Indemnification. 
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 Further, Article VII is hereby amended by the amendment 
of Section 7.02, Identification of Signs, so that hereafter 
said section shall be and read as follows: 
 
Section 7.02 Identification of Signs 
 
 Every sign hereafter erected, constructed or maintained 
for which a permit is required shall be plainly marked with 
the name of the person, firm or corporation erecting and 
maintaining such sign. 
 
 
 Further, Article VII is hereby amended by the amendment 
of Section 7.04, Maintenance, so that hereafter said section 
shall be and read as follows: 
 
Section 7.04 Maintenance
 
 All signs for which a permit is required, together with 
all their supports, braces, guys and anchors, shall be kept 
in good repair.  The Building Official may order the removal 
of any sign that is not maintained in accordance with the 
provisions of this Section.  Such removal shall be accom-
plished at the expense of the owner or lessee. 
 
 
 Further, Article VII is hereby amended by the amendment 
of the first paragraph of Section 7.06, Location 
Restrictions, so that hereafter said paragraph shall be and 
read as follows: 
 
 Except where authorized elsewhere in the City Code, no 
sign shall be erected, constructed or maintained:  
 
 
 Further, Article VII is hereby amended by the amendment 
of Section 7.07(B), Wind Pressure, so that hereafter said 
subsection shall be and read as follows: 
 
B. Wind Pressure.  In the design and erection of all 

signs, the effect of wind shall be carefully 
considered.  All signs shall be so constructed as to 
withstand wind pressure as specified in U.B.C., Section 
1613. 
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 Further, Article VII is hereby amended by the amendment 
of Section 7.07(C), Working Stresses, so that hereafter said 
subsection shall be and read as follows: 
 
C. Working Stresses. 
 
 (1) In any sign construction, the allowable working 

stresses shall conform with the requirements of 
U.B.C., Section 1613. 

 
 (2) The allowable working stresses for steel and wood 

shall be calculated in accordance with the pro-
visions of U.B.C., Sections 2203 and 2304.1 - 
2304.3, respectively. 

 
 (3) The working strength of chains, cables, guys or 

steel rods shall not exceed one-fifth (1/5) of the 
ultimate strength of such chains, cables, guys or 
steel rods. 

 
 
 Further, Article VII is hereby amended by the amendment 
of Section 7.08, Use of Plastic Materials, so that hereafter 
said section shall be and read as follows: 
 
Section 7.08 Use of Plastic Materials 
 
 Other provisions of this Building Code notwithstanding, 
plastic materials in accordance with U.B.C. Standards 26-6 
and 26-7 shall be deemed approved plastics and may be used 
as the display surface material and for the letters, 
decorations and facings on signs and their structures. 
 
 
 Further, Article IX is hereby amended by the amendment 
of Section 9.01, Barbed Wire Fence, so that hereafter said 
section shall be and read as follows: 
 
Section 9.01 Barbed Wire Fence 
 
 It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, corporation 
or agent or employee thereof to build, erect, keep, 
maintain, permit or allow to be built, erected, kept or 
maintained, any barbed or razor wire fence on or around any 
property or premises owned or controlled by such person, 
firm or corporation within the corporate limits of the City 
of Arlington:  provided, however, that any fence, including 
topgrade construction barbed or razor wire, the lowest 
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strand of which is not less than six and one-half feet (6½') 
above the ground level, shall be permitted. 
 
 
 Further, Article IX is hereby amended by the amendment 
of Section 9.02, Enclosure of Swimming Pools, Spas and Hot 
Tubs, so that hereafter said section shall be and read as 
follows: 
 
Section 9.02 Enclosure of Swimming Pools, Spas and Hot 

Tubs 
 
A. The following are required to comply with the most 

current edition of the Pool Yard Enclosure Require-
ments, Texas Health and Safety Code: 

 
 1. A pool owned, controlled, or maintained by the 

owner of a multi-unit rental complex or by a 
property owners association; and 

 
 2. Doors and windows of rental dwellings opening into 

the pool of a multi-unit rental complex or 
condominium, cooperative, or a townhome project. 

 
B. Construction Requirements For Existing Swimming Pools
 
 1. Every outdoor swimming pool, spa and hot tub shall 

be completely enclosed by a fence or wall at least 
forty-eight inches (48") above grade measured on 
the side of the fence or wall which faces away 
from the swimming pool. 

 
 2. Every fence or wall required by this Section shall 

be constructed so that it contains no openings, 
holes or gaps, except doors or gates, which will 
allow the passage of a sphere four inches (4") in 
diameter. 

 
 3. Every door or gate that forms a part of a fence or 

wall required by this Section shall be constructed 
so that it contains no openings, holes or gaps 
which will allow the passage of a sphere four 
inches (4") in diameter. 

 
 4. A building may be used as part of a fence or wall 

required by this Section.  No door of such build-
ing shall open directly into the enclosed area 
except as herein provided. 
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 5. It is an exception to Subsection (A)(4) that the 
door: 

 
  a. Provides the only access into a nonhabitable 

storage or equipment room or building; or 
 
  b. Is to a single-family dwelling and is in com-

pliance with Subsection (B). 
 
C. Self-closing and Self-latching Devices on Existing 

Swimming Pools 
 
 1. All gates or doors opening into the enclosed area 

shall be equipped with a self-closing and self-
latching device for keeping the gate or door se-
curely closed at all times when not in actual use. 

 
 2. The application of this subsection shall not in-

clude sliding glass doors. 
 
 3. It is an exception to this subsection that the 

door or gate provides the only access into a non-
habitable storage or equipment room or building. 

 
D. Application of Requirements
 
 1. The requirements of Subsections (B) or (C) shall 

be applicable to all outdoor swimming pools, spas 
and hot tubs constructed or installed prior to the 
adoption of the 1991 U.B.C. in Article I of this 
Chapter and which have a depth capacity of 
eighteen inches (18") or more of fluid at any 
point, whether actually containing a fluid or 
empty. 

 
 2. Outdoor swimming pools, spas and hot tubs, whose 

construction or installation was completed prior 
to May 1, 1990, and which are located at occu-
pancies other than hotels, motels, lodges and 
apartment houses, shall not be subject to the 
provisions of this ordinance requiring doors to a 
building that forms part of an enclosure to be 
equipped with self-closing and self-latching 
devices. 

 
E. Modifications
 
 The Building Code Board of Appeals may make 

modifications in individual cases, upon a showing of 
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good cause, with respect to the height, nature of 
location of the fence, wall, gates or latches, or the 
necessity therefor, provided the protection as sought 
hereunder or by Appendix B, Chapter 4, Division I, is 
not reduced thereby.  Said Board may permit other 
protection devices or structures to be used so long as 
the degree of protection afforded by the substitute 
devices or structures is not less than the protection 
afforded by the substitute fence, gates and latch 
described herein, or in Appendix D, Chapter 4, Division 
I, as applicable. 

 
F. Definition
 
 The terms "swimming pool", "spa" and "hot tub" as used 

herein, shall mean an artificial or semi-artificial 
receptacle or container designed to contain fluid, 
whether actually containing a fluid or not, which is 
either temporarily or permanently located outdoors, and 
is used or intended to be used for public, semi-public 
or private human use involving submersion of all or 
part of the body, whether or not a fee is paid for such 
use.  Such use may include, but is not limited to, 
swimming, wading, soaking, floating or recreational 
bathing by any number of persons.  These terms do not 
apply to a receptacle or container that is located 
outdoors and is not used or intended to be used for 
public, semi-public or private human use involving 
submersion of all or part of the body, such as 
fountains and reflections pools. 

 
G. Offense
 
 1. It is an offense if a person owns, occupies, 

maintains or is in charge of premises that are in 
violation of this Section. 

 
 2. There shall be no requirement of a culpable mental 

state for a violation of this Section or Appendix 
B, Chapter 4, Division I. 

 
 
 Further, Article XII is hereby amended by the amendment 
of Section 12.01, Sanitary Sewer Connection During 
Construction, so that hereafter said section shall be and 
read as follows: 
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Section 12.01 Sanitary Sewer Connection During Construction 
 
 Adequate sanitary facilities for the convenience of all 
construction personnel shall be provided by the contractor 
during any construction performed in the City of Arlington.  
These facilities shall be kept in a clean and sanitary 
condition throughout the duration of the work.  The 
temporary sanitary facilities shall be enclosed, screened, 
weatherproofed and connected to a sewer.  Upon removal of 
the temporary facilities, the sewer connection shall be 
removed and suitably capped. 
 
 
 Further, Article XIII is hereby amended by the 
amendment of Section 13.02, Prohibited Acts, Subsection (C), 
so that hereafter said subsection shall be and read as 
follows: 
 
C. No person may direct, control or participate in the 

production of an outdoor festival in violation of the  
terms and conditions of a valid permit issued in accor-
dance with this Article. 

 
 
 Further, Article XIII is hereby amended by the 
amendment of the first paragraph of Section 13.03, 
Application for Permit, Subsection (C), so that hereafter 
said paragraph shall be and read as follows: 
 
C. The Building Official may require submittal of the 

following: 
 
 
 Further, Article XIII is hereby amended by the addition 
of an Exception to Section 13.03, Application for Permit, 
Subsection (C), so that hereafter said Exception shall be 
and read as follows: 
 
 EXCEPTION:  Events which have an expected attendance of 

fewer than 1,000 persons and which are to take place at 
a location for which a Certificate of Occupancy has 
been granted for entertainment uses shall not be 
required to submit 1, 2, 4, 7, 8, 9 and 10 above. 

 
 
 Further, Article XIII is hereby amended by the 
amendment of Section 13.08, Permit Denial or Revocation 
Hearing, Subsection (D), so that hereafter said subsection 
shall be and read as follows: 
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D. An appeal of the Building Official's decision in 
Subsection (C) above may be made in writing to the City 
Manager or a designee (Appeal Officer) within five (5) 
working days of the date of said decision.  A hearing 
shall be set within five (5) working days of receipt of 
the request for appeal and notice shall be immediately 
given to all affected parties. 

 
 
 Further, Article XIV is hereby amended by the amendment 
of Section 14.01, Application and Permit Requirements, 
Subsection (B)(2), so that hereafter said subsection shall 
be and read as follows: 
 
 (2) The signatures of the Building Official or an 

authorized representative and an authorized 
employee of the Transportation Department of the 
City of Arlington; 

 
 
 Further, Article XVI is hereby amended by the amendment 
of Section 16.02, Scope, so that hereafter said section 
shall be and read as follows: 
 
Section 16.02 Scope 
 
 All buildings or structures in the Group R, Division 1, 
Apartment House Occupancy Group shall comply with the 
following: 
 
 l. Roof coverings shall comply with U.B.C., Table 15-

A (previously U.B.C., Section 3202b in the 1985 
version of said Code); 

 
 2. Wood shingles or shakes used as an exterior wall 

covering shall comply with U.B.C., Section 2320.4 
(previously U.B.C. Section 2516G(4) in the 1985 
version of said Code); and 

 
 3. Attic draft stops shall comply with U.B.C., 

Section 708 (previously U.B.C. Section 2516(f) in 
the 1985 version of said Code). 

 
 
 Further, Article XVII is hereby amended by the 
amendment of the first paragraph of Section 17.02, Dangerous 
Building Defined, so that hereafter said paragraph shall be 
and read as follows: 
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 Section 302 of the 1994 edition of the Uniform Code for 
the Abatement of Dangerous Buildings, as published by the 
International Conference of Building Officials, is hereby 
adopted but modified and amended by the following, so that 
Section 302, entitled "Dangerous Buildings," shall read as 
follows: 
 
 
 Further, Article XVII is hereby amended by the 
amendment of Section 17.02, Dangerous Building Defined, 
Subsection (O), so that hereafter said subsection shall be 
and read as follows: 
 
O. If the building is used or intended to be used for 

dwelling purposes, and because of inadequate main-
tenance, dilapidation, decay, damage, faulty con-
struction or arrangement, inadequate light, air or 
sanitation facilities, or otherwise, is determined by 
the Building Official or an authorized representative 
to be unsanitary, unfit for human habitation or in such 
a condition that is likely to cause sickness or 
disease; 

 
 Further, Article XVII is hereby amended by the 
amendment of Section 17.02, Dangerous Building Defined, 
Subsection (P), so that hereafter said subsection shall be 
and read as follows: 
 
P. If the building, because of obsolescence, dilapidated 

condition, deterioration, damage, inadequate exits, 
lack of sufficient fire-resistive construction, faulty 
electric wiring, gas connections or heating apparatus, 
or other cause, is determined by the Building Official 
or an authorized representative to be a fire hazard; 

 
 Further, Article XVIII is hereby amended by the repeal 
of the existing Article XVIII and the adoption of a new 
Article XVIII, so that hereafter said Article shall be and 
read as follows: 
 

ARTICLE XVIII 
 

ACCESSIBILITY
 
 
Section 18.01 Accessibility
 
A. Buildings regulated under State Law and built in 

accordance with State certified plans, including any 
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variances or waivers granted by the State, shall be 
deemed to be in compliance with the requirements of 
this Article. 

 
B. The Building Official may accept alternate methods of 

achieving accessibility than those required by this 
Article.  If special or unusual conditions exist that 
make compliance to specific requirements of this 
Article impractical, the Building Code Board of Appeals 
may make exceptions to the accessibility requirements 
in this Article. 

 
2. 
 

 Any person, firm, corporation, agent or employee 
thereof who violates any of the provisions of this ordinance 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 
shall be fined an amount not to exceed Two Thousand and 
No/100 Dollars ($2,000) for each offense.  Each day that a 
violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a separate 
offense. 

3. 
 

 This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be 
cumulative of all other ordinances of the City of Arlington, 
and this ordinance shall not operate to repeal or affect any 
of such other ordinances except insofar as the provisions 
thereof might be inconsistent or in conflict with the provi-
sions of this ordinance, in which event such conflicting 
provisions, if any, in such other ordinance or ordinances 
are hereby repealed. 

4. 
 

 If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase 
of this ordinance is for any reason held to be unconstitu-
tional, such holding shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this ordinance. 
 

5. 
 

 All of the regulations provided in this ordinance are 
hereby declared to be governmental and for the health, 
safety and welfare of the general public.  Any member of the 
City Council or any City official or employee charged with 
the enforcement of this ordinance, acting for the City of 
Arlington in the discharge of his/her duties, shall not 
thereby render himself/herself personally liable; and he/she 
is hereby relieved from all personal liability for any 
damage that might accrue to persons or property as a result 
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of any act required or permitted in the discharge of his/her 
said duties. 

6. 
 
 Any violation of this ordinance can be enjoined by a 
suit filed in the name of the City of Arlington in a court 
of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in 
addition to any penal provision in this ordinance or in the 
Code of the City of Arlington. 
 

7. 
 

 The caption and penalty clause of this ordinance shall 
be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the 
City of Arlington, in compliance with the provisions of 
Article VII, Section 15, of the City Charter.  Further, this 
ordinance may be published in pamphlet form and shall be 
admissible in such form in any court, as provided by law. 
 

8. 
 

 This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days af-
ter first publication as described above. 
 
 
PRESENTED AND GIVEN FIRST READING on the 25th day of June, 
1996, at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City 
of Arlington, Texas; and GIVEN SECOND READING, passed and 
approved on the 2nd day of July, 1996, by a vote of 7 ayes 
and 0 nays at a regular meeting of the City Council of the 
City of Arlington, Texas. 
 
 
       _________________________ 
       RICHARD E. GREENE, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
__________________________ 
CINDY KEMP, City Secretary 
 
       APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
       JAY DOEGEY, City Attorney 
 
 
 
       BY_______________________ 
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ORDINANCE NO. 96-145 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE "CONSTRUCTION" 
CHAPTER OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 
ARLINGTON, TEXAS, 1987, THROUGH THE 
AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE I, ENTITLED 
BUILDING CODE, BY THE AMENDMENT OF 
SECTION 1.04, AMENDMENTS, ADDITIONS AND 
DELETIONS, SUBSECTION (C), RELATIVE TO 
FIRE RESTRICTIVE CONSTRUCTION AND 
RELATIVE TO SAFETY GLAZING OF GLASS AND 
RENUMBERING THE REMAINING SUBSECTIONS; 
PROVIDING FOR A FINE OF UP TO $2,000 FOR 
EACH OFFENSE IN VIOLATION OF THE 
ORDINANCE; PROVIDING THIS ORDINANCE BE 
CUMULATIVE; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
PROVIDING FOR GOVERNMENTAL IMMUNITY; 
PROVIDING FOR INJUNCTIONS; PROVIDING FOR 
PUBLICATION AND BECOMING EFFECTIVE TEN 
DAYS AFTER FIRST PUBLICATION 

 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARLINGTON, 
TEXAS: 

1. 
 
 That the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the City 
of Arlington, Texas, 1987, is hereby amended through the 
amendment of Article I, Building Code, by the amendment of 
Section 1.04, Amendments, Additions and Deletions, by the 
addition of a new Subsection (C)(16) and the renumbering of 
the remainder of Subsection (C), so that hereafter said 
Subsection (C)(16) shall be and read as follows: 
 

(16) The amendment of Section 1017.5, entitled 
Corridors and Exterior Exit Balconies, by the 
addition of the following exception: 

 
Corridor walls and ceilings need not be of fire-
resistive construction when the building is 
equipped with an automatic sprinkler system 
throughout. 

 
 
 Further, Article I is hereby amended through the 
amendment of Section 1.04, Amendments, Additions and 
Deletions, by the addition of a new Subsection (C)(25) and 
the renumbering of the remainder of Subsection (C), so that 



hereafter said Subsection (C)(25) shall be and read as 
follows: 
 
 

(25) The amendment of Section 2406.4, entitled 
Hazardous Locations, Item 9.2, to read as follows: 

 
The glazing is within five feet of a swimming pool 
or spa water's edge. 

 
2. 
 

 Any person, firm, corporation, agent or employee 
thereof who violates any of the provisions of this ordinance 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 
shall be fined an amount not to exceed Two Thousand and 
No/100 Dollars ($2,000) for each offense.  Each day that a 
violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a separate 
offense. 

3. 
 

 This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be 
cumulative of all other ordinances of the City of Arlington, 
and this ordinance shall not operate to repeal or affect any 
of such other ordinances except insofar as the provisions 
thereof might be inconsistent or in conflict with the provi-
sions of this ordinance, in which event such conflicting 
provisions, if any, in such other ordinance or ordinances 
are hereby repealed. 

4. 
 

 If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase 
of this ordinance is for any reason held to be unconstitu-
tional, such holding shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this ordinance. 
 

5. 
 

 All of the regulations provided in this ordinance are 
hereby declared to be governmental and for the health, 
safety and welfare of the general public.  Any member of the 
City Council or any City official or employee charged with 
the enforcement of this ordinance, acting for the City of 
Arlington in the discharge of his/her duties, shall not 
thereby render himself/herself personally liable; and he/she 
is hereby relieved from all personal liability for any 
damage that might accrue to persons or property as a result 
of any act required or permitted in the discharge of his/her 
said duties. 
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6. 
 
 Any violation of this ordinance can be enjoined by a 
suit filed in the name of the City of Arlington in a court 
of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in 
addition to any penal provision in this ordinance or in the 
Code of the City of Arlington. 
 

7. 
 

 The caption and penalty clause of this ordinance shall 
be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the 
City of Arlington, in compliance with the provisions of 
Article VII, Section 15, of the City Charter.  Further, this 
ordinance may be published in pamphlet form and shall be 
admissible in such form in any court, as provided by law. 
 

8. 
 

 This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days af-
ter first publication as described above. 
 
 
PRESENTED AND GIVEN FIRST READING on the 29th day of 
October, 1996, at a regular meeting of the City Council of 
the City of Arlington, Texas; and GIVEN SECOND READING, 
passed and approved on the 5th day of November, 1996, by a 
vote of 9 ayes and 0 nays at a regular meeting of the City 
Council of the City of Arlington, Texas. 
 
 
       _________________________ 
       RICHARD E. GREENE, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
__________________________ 
CINDY KEMP, City Secretary 
 
       APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
       JAY DOEGEY, City Attorney 
 
 
 
       BY_______________________ 
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ORDINANCE NO. 97-90 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE "CONSTRUCTION" 
CHAPTER OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 
ARLINGTON, TEXAS, 1987, THROUGH THE 
AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE I, ENTITLED 
BUILDING CODE, BY THE AMENDMENT OF 
SECTION 1.05, ADOPTION OF APPENDICES, 
RELATIVE TO THE DELETION OF APPENDIX C; 
THROUGH THE AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE III, 
ENTITLED MOVED BUILDINGS, BY THE 
AMENDMENT OF SECTION 3.02, APPLICATION 
FOR REGISTRATION AND PERMITS, AT 
SUBSECTION (A), REGISTRATION INFORMATION 
REQUIRED, RELATIVE TO THE DELETION OF 
REGISTRATION INFORMATION THAT IS IN 
ADDITION TO THE REQUIREMENTS AS 
DESCRIBED IN ARTICLE IV; BY THE DELETION 
OF SECTION 3.05, NOTICES TO BE GIVEN, 
RELATIVE TO THE REQUIREMENT OF A WRITTEN 
NOTICE AND RENUMBERING THE REMAINING 
SECTIONS; THROUGH THE AMENDMENT OF 
ARTICLE XIV, ENTITLED OVERSIZE AND 
OVERWEIGHT VEHICLE PERMITS, BY THE 
DELETION OF SECTION 14.02, BOND REQUIRE-
MENT, RELATIVE TO BOND REQUIREMENTS; BY 
THE DELETION OF APPENDIX "C"; PROVIDING 
FOR A FINE OF UP TO $2,000 FOR EACH 
OFFENSE IN VIOLATION OF THE ORDINANCE; 
PROVIDING THIS ORDINANCE BE CUMULATIVE; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING 
FOR GOVERNMENTAL IMMUNITY; PROVIDING FOR 
INJUNCTIONS; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION 
AND BECOMING EFFECTIVE TEN DAYS AFTER 
FIRST PUBLICATION 

 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARLINGTON, 
TEXAS: 

1. 
 
 That the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the City 
of Arlington, Texas, 1987, is hereby amended through the 
amendment of Article I, Building Code, by the amendment of 
Section 1.05, Adoption of Appendices, so that hereafter said 
section shall be and read as follows: 
 



Section 1.05 Adoption of Appendices
 
 The following referenced provisions of the U.B.C. 
annexed hereto as appendices, the same being either attached 
hereto or incorporated herein by reference, are made a part 
of this Building Code. 
 

Appendix A.  The entire provisions, except Chapter 9, 
of the Uniform Building Code Standards, Volume 3, 1994 
Edition, as promulgated by the International Conference 
of Building Officials. 

 
Appendix B.  Only Chapter 4, Division II, entitled 
Aviation Control Towers, Chapter 3, Division I, 
entitled Detention and Correctional Facilities, Chapter 
3, Division II, entitled Agricultural Buildings, 
Chapter 4, Division I, entitled Barriers for Swimming 
Pools, Spas and Hot Tubs, Chapter 15, entitled 
Reroofing, Chapter 31, Division III, entitled Patio 
Covers, and  Chapter 31, Division II, entitled Membrane 
Structures, of the Appendix to the Uniform Building 
Code, 1994 Edition. 
 
All other Chapters of said Appendix to the U.B.C. are 
hereby omitted from this Building Code. 

 
 
 Further, Article III, Moved Buildings, is hereby 
amended by the amendment of Section 3.02, Application for 
Registration and Permits, Subsection (A), Registration 
Information Required, so that hereafter said subsection 
shall be and read as follows: 
 
A. Registration Information Required.  An applicant for 

registration under this Article shall comply with 
requirements for registration as described in Article 
IV. 

 
 
 Further, Article III is hereby amended through the 
deletion of Section 3.05, Notices to be Given, and 
renumbering the remaining sections. 
 
 
 Further, Article XIV is hereby amended by the deletion 
of Section 14.02, Bond Requirement. 
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 Further, the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the 
City of Arlington, Texas, 1987, is hereby amended through 
the deletion of Appendix "C". 
 

2. 
 

 Any person, firm, corporation, agent or employee 
thereof who violates any of the provisions of this ordinance 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 
shall be fined an amount not to exceed Two Thousand and 
No/100 Dollars ($2,000) for each offense.  Each day that a 
violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a separate 
offense. 

3. 
 

 This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be 
cumulative of all other ordinances of the City of Arlington, 
and this ordinance shall not operate to repeal or affect any 
of such other ordinances except insofar as the provisions 
thereof might be inconsistent or in conflict with the provi-
sions of this ordinance, in which event such conflicting 
provisions, if any, in such other ordinance or ordinances 
are hereby repealed. 

4. 
 

 If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase 
of this ordinance is for any reason held to be unconstitu-
tional, such holding shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this ordinance. 
 

5. 
 

 All of the regulations provided in this ordinance are 
hereby declared to be governmental and for the health, 
safety and welfare of the general public.  Any member of the 
City Council or any City official or employee charged with 
the enforcement of this ordinance, acting for the City of 
Arlington in the discharge of his/her duties, shall not 
thereby render himself/herself personally liable; and he/she 
is hereby relieved from all personal liability for any 
damage that might accrue to persons or property as a result 
of any act required or permitted in the discharge of his/her 
said duties. 

6. 
 
 Any violation of this ordinance can be enjoined by a 
suit filed in the name of the City of Arlington in a court 
of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in 
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addition to any penal provision in this ordinance or in the 
Code of the City of Arlington. 
 

7. 
 

 The caption and penalty clause of this ordinance shall 
be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the 
City of Arlington, in compliance with the provisions of 
Article VII, Section 15, of the City Charter.  Further, this 
ordinance may be published in pamphlet form and shall be 
admissible in such form in any court, as provided by law. 
 

8. 
 

 This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days af-
ter first publication as described above. 
 
 
PRESENTED AND GIVEN FIRST READING on the 24th day of June, 
1997, at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City 
of Arlington, Texas; and GIVEN SECOND READING, passed and 
approved on the 1st day of July, 1997, by a vote of 8 ayes 
and 0 City of Arlington, Texas. 
 
 
 
       _________________________ 
       ELZIE ODOM, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
__________________________ 
CINDY KEMP, City Secretary 
 
       APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
       JAY DOEGEY, City Attorney 
 
 
 
 
       BY_______________________ 
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ORDINANCE NO. 97-107 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE "CONSTRUCTION" 
CHAPTER OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 
ARLINGTON, TEXAS, 1987, THROUGH THE 
AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE I, ENTITLED 
BUILDING CODE, BY THE AMENDMENT OF 
SECTION 1.04, AMENDMENTS, ADDITIONS AND 
DELETIONS, SUBSECTION (C), RELATIVE TO 
OUTDOOR SWIMMING POOL BARRIERS AND 
RENUMBERING THE REMAINING SUBSECTIONS; 
PROVIDING FOR A FINE OF UP TO $2,000 FOR 
EACH OFFENSE IN VIOLATION OF THE 
ORDINANCE; PROVIDING THIS ORDINANCE BE 
CUMULATIVE; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
PROVIDING FOR GOVERNMENTAL IMMUNITY; 
PROVIDING FOR INJUNCTIONS; PROVIDING FOR 
PUBLICATION AND BECOMING EFFECTIVE TEN 
DAYS AFTER FIRST PUBLICATION 

 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARLINGTON, 
TEXAS: 

1. 
 
 That the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the City 
of Arlington, Texas, 1987, is hereby amended through the 
amendment of Article I, Building Code, by the amendment of 
Section 1.04, Amendments, Additions and Deletions, by the 
addition of a new Subsection (C)(30) and the renumbering of 
the remainder of Subsection (C), so that hereafter said 
Subsection (C)(30) shall be and read as follows: 
 
 (30) The amendment of Appendix B, Chapter 4, Division 

I, Section 421.1, entitled Outdoor Swimming Pool, 
by the addition of an exception to number 1 to 
read as follows:  "Exception:  Horizontal member 
requirements shall not apply to barriers which are 
72 inches or greater in height." 

 
2. 
 

 Any person, firm, corporation, agent or employee 
thereof who violates any of the provisions of this ordinance 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 
shall be fined an amount not to exceed Two Thousand and 
No/100 Dollars ($2,000) for each offense.  Each day that a 



violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a separate 
offense. 

3. 
 

 This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be 
cumulative of all other ordinances of the City of Arlington, 
and this ordinance shall not operate to repeal or affect any 
of such other ordinances except insofar as the provisions 
thereof might be inconsistent or in conflict with the provi-
sions of this ordinance, in which event such conflicting 
provisions, if any, in such other ordinance or ordinances 
are hereby repealed. 

4. 
 

 If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase 
of this ordinance is for any reason held to be unconstitu-
tional, such holding shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this ordinance. 
 

5. 
 

 All of the regulations provided in this ordinance are 
hereby declared to be governmental and for the health, 
safety and welfare of the general public.  Any member of the 
City Council or any City official or employee charged with 
the enforcement of this ordinance, acting for the City of 
Arlington in the discharge of his/her duties, shall not 
thereby render himself/herself personally liable; and he/she 
is hereby relieved from all personal liability for any 
damage that might accrue to persons or property as a result 
of any act required or permitted in the discharge of his/her 
said duties. 

6. 
 
 Any violation of this ordinance can be enjoined by a 
suit filed in the name of the City of Arlington in a court 
of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in 
addition to any penal provision in this ordinance or in the 
Code of the City of Arlington. 
 

7. 
 

 The caption and penalty clause of this ordinance shall 
be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the 
City of Arlington, in compliance with the provisions of 
Article VII, Section 15, of the City Charter.  Further, this 
ordinance may be published in pamphlet form and shall be 
admissible in such form in any court, as provided by law. 
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8. 
 

 This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days af-
ter first publication as described above. 
 
 
PRESENTED AND GIVEN FIRST READING on the 22nd day of July, 
1997, at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City 
of Arlington, Texas; and GIVEN SECOND READING, passed and 
approved on the 29th day of July, 1997, by a vote of 8 ayes 
and 0 nays at a regular meeting of the City Council of the 
City of Arlington, Texas. 
 
 
 
       _________________________ 
       ELZIE ODOM, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
__________________________ 
CINDY KEMP, City Secretary 
 
       APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
       JAY DOEGEY, City Attorney 
 
 
 
 
       BY_______________________ 
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ORDINANCE NO. 98-141 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE "CONSTRUCTION" 
CHAPTER OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 
ARLINGTON, TEXAS, 1987, THROUGH THE 
REPEAL OF THE EXISTING ARTICLE I AND THE 
ADOPTION OF A NEW ARTICLE I, ENTITLED 
BUILDING CODE, RELATIVE TO THE ADOPTION 
OF THE 1997 UNIFORM BUILDING CODE WITH 
CERTAIN DELETIONS, AMENDMENTS AND 
ADDENDA; THROUGH THE AMENDMENT OF 
ARTICLE III, ENTITLED MOVED BUILDINGS, 
BY THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 3.09, 
INSPECTIONS, RELATIVE TO BUILDING MOVER 
REQUESTING AN INSPECTION; THROUGH THE 
AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE IV, ENTITLED 
REGISTRATION, PERMITS AND INSPECTION, BY 
THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 4.01, 
REGISTRATION, SUBSECTION (B), RELATIVE 
TO THE APPLICANT PROVIDING INFORMATION; 
BY THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 4.01, 
SUBSECTION (F), REGISTRATION SUSPENDED, 
RELATIVE TO AUTHORITY OF THE BUILDING 
CODE BOARD; BY THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 
4.01, SUBSECTION (I), EXEMPTION OF 
OWNER, RELATIVE TO CONSTRUCTION OF 
FENCES; BY THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 
4.05, BUILDING PERMITS ISSUED, 
SUBSECTION (A), RELATIVE TO MAKING THE 
ORDINANCE GENDER NEUTRAL; BY THE 
AMENDMENT OF SECTION 4.06, VALIDITY OF 
PERMIT, RELATIVE TO LAWFUL WORK OR USE; 
BY THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 4.14, 
CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY, AT SUBSECTION 
(C), RELATIVE TO REQUIREMENT FOR 
INSPECTION AND INFORMATION PROVIDED; 
THROUGH THE AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE VI, 
ENTITLED PREFABRICATED OR MODULAR 
BUILDINGS, BY THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 
6.01, GENERAL, RELATIVE TO BUILDING 
INSPECTION REVIEW; THROUGH THE AMENDMENT 
OF ARTICLE VII, ENTITLED SIGNS, BY THE 
AMENDMENT OF SECTION 7.05, UNLAWFUL 
SIGNS, AT SUBSECTION (A), RELATIVE TO 
VIOLATION OF ANY CITY CODE; BY THE 
AMENDMENT OF SECTION 7.07, STRUCTURAL 



REQUIREMENTS, AT SUBSECTION (C)(1), 
RELATIVE TO WORKING STRESSES; THROUGH 
THE AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE XIII, ENTITLED 
OUTDOOR FESTIVALS, BY THE AMENDMENT OF 
SECTION 13.03, APPLICATION FOR PERMIT, 
SUBSECTION (C)(8), RELATIVE TO VIOLATION 
TO THE HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE; BY THE 
AMENDMENT OF SECTION 13.04, REPORTS, 
SUBSECTION (B), RELATIVE TO WRITTEN 
REPORTS TO THE BUILDING OFFICIAL; BY THE 
AMENDMENT OF SECTION 13.06, DENIAL OF 
PERMIT; GROUNDS, SUBSECTION (A)(3), 
RELATIVE TO VIOLATION OF THE HEALTH AND 
SAFETY CODE; THROUGH THE DELETION OF 
ARTICLE XVI, ENTITLED LIFE SAFETY 
REQUIREMENTS FOR EXISTING BUILDINGS, AND 
THE RENUMBERING OF THE REMAINING 
ARTICLES; THROUGH THE AMENDMENT OF 
ARTICLE XVII, ENTITLED DANGEROUS 
BUILDINGS, BY THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 
17.02, DANGEROUS BUILDING DEFINED, AT 
SUBSECTION (T), RELATIVE TO PARTIALLY 
CONSTRUCTED BUILDINGS; THROUGH THE 
DELETION OF ARTICLE XVIII, ENTITLED 
ACCESSIBILITY; PROVIDING FOR A FINE UP 
TO $2,000 FOR EACH OFFENSE IN VIOLATION 
OF THE ORDINANCE; PROVIDING THIS 
ORDINANCE BE CUMULATIVE; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR GOVERNMENTAL 
IMMUNITY; PROVIDING FOR INJUNCTIONS; 
PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION AND BECOMING 
EFFECTIVE TEN DAYS AFTER FIRST 
PUBLICATION 

 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARLINGTON, 
TEXAS: 

1. 
 
 That the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the City 
of Arlington, Texas, 1987, is hereby amended through the 
repeal of the existing Article I and the adoption of a new 
Article I, so that hereafter said Article shall be and read 
as follows: 
 

(2) 



ARTICLE I 
 

BUILDING CODE 
 
 
Section 1.01 Title
 
 This Chapter shall be known as the "Building Code" of 
the City of Arlington. 
 
 
Section 1.02 Adoption of Code
 
 The Uniform Building Code, 1997 Edition, Volumes 1 and 
2 (hereinafter called "U.B.C."), as published by the 
International Conference of Building Officials, is hereby 
adopted and designated, together with the deletions, 
amendments and addenda hereinafter contained, as the 
Building Code of the City of Arlington, the same as though 
said U.B.C. were copied at length herein.  Copies of the 
U.B.C. and its Appendices shall be kept on file in the 
Office of the City Secretary. 
 
 
Section 1.03 Code Defined; Rule of Construction
 
 This Building Code shall include all of the provisions 
of the U.B.C. as adopted by Section 1.02 above and all other 
provisions contained herein.  In the event a conflict is 
determined to exist between said U.B.C. as adopted and the 
other provisions of this Chapter, the latter provisions 
shall be construed as controlling and taking precedence over 
the former. 
 
 
Section 1.04 Amendments, Additions and Deletions
 
 The adoption of the U.B.C., as provided in Section 1.02 
above, is modified and amended by the following: 
 
A. The addition thereto of Articles II, et seq., of this 

Chapter. 
 
B. The deletion in the entirety of the following pro-

visions of the U.B.C.: 
 

(1) Section 102, entitled Unsafe Buildings or Struc-
tures; 
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(2) Section 103, entitled Violations; 
(3) Section 105, entitled Board of Appeals; 
(4) Section 106, entitled Permits; 
(5) Section 107, entitled Fees; 
(6) Section 108, entitled Inspections; and 
(7) Section 109, entitled Certificate of Occupancy. 
(8) Appendix Section 2501.2, entitled Inspection; 
(9) Appendix Section 1515, entitled Inspections and 

Written Approval; 
 
C. The amendment of the following U.B.C. provisions: 
 

(1) The amendment of Section 101.3, entitled Scope, by 
the addition of the following "EXCEPTION" between 
the first paragraph and the second paragraph: 

 
  EXCEPTION:  Storage buildings not exceeding three 

hundred twenty (320) square feet in area shall not 
be subject to the provisions of this Building Code 
provided: 

 
(a) The building shall not be intended or used 

for human occupancy; 
 

(b) Any mechanical, electrical or plumbing work 
shall be installed in full compliance with 
the appropriate Chapter of the Code of the 
City of Arlington for such work; 

 
(c) A building on commercial property shall be 

anchored at each corner:  said anchorage 
shall equal or exceed a concrete pier ten 
inches (10") in diameter and eighteen inches 
(18") in depth embedded with a standard one-
half inch (½") diameter anchor bolt; 

 
(d) The building shall be not closer than five 

feet (5') to a property line in residential 
areas and ten feet (10') to a property line 
in non-residential areas:  subject, however, 
to any more restrictive setbacks contained in 
the "Zoning" Chapter of the Code of the City 
of Arlington:  further, storage buildings on 
commercial property shall be separated from 
other structures and property lines as spec-
ified by U.B.C., Chapter 5; 
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(e) The building shall be maintained in good 
repair; 

 
(f) There shall be not more than one (1) such 

building on any property occupied for other 
than residential use; and 

 
(g) A permit for such building shall have been 

obtained from the Building Official. 
 

(2) The amendment of Section 104.2.3, entitled Right 
of Entry, to read as follows: 

 
  Whenever necessary to make an inspection to 

enforce any of the provisions of this Building 
Code, or whenever the Building Official or an 
authorized representative has reasonable cause to 
believe that there exists in any building or upon 
any premises any condition or violation which 
makes such building or premises unsafe, dangerous 
or hazardous, the Building Official or an autho-
rized representative may enter such building or 
premises at all reasonable times to inspect the 
same or to perform any duty imposed upon said 
Building Official by this Building Code.  If such 
building or premises be occupied, the Building 
Official shall first present proper credentials 
and request entry.  If such building or premises 
be unoccupied, the Building Official shall first 
make a reasonable effort to locate the owner or 
other person having charge or control of the 
building or premises and request entry.  If such 
entry is refused, or, if no owner or other person 
having charge or control of the building or 
premises can be located, the Building Official or 
an authorized representative shall have recourse 
to every remedy provided by law to secure entry.  

 
(3) The amendment of Section 104.2.5, entitled Occu-

pancy violations, to read as follows: 
 

 Whenever any building, structure, or equipment 
therein which is regulated by this Building Code 
is being used contrary to the provisions of said 
Code, the Building Official or an authorized 
representative may order that such use be discon-
tinued and/or that the building or structure, or a 
portion thereof, be vacated by written notice 
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served on any person who is causing such use to be 
continued.  Further, the Building Official or an 
authorized representative may order the evacuation 
of any building or premises, or a portion thereof, 
which constitutes a dangerous building as defined 
in Article XVII of this Chapter. 

 
  Notice to stop use shall be given by personal 

delivery or by certified mail, return receipt 
requested, to the person responsible for the 
continued use.  Such person shall discontinue the 
use within the time prescribed by the Building 
Official after receipt of such notice and shall 
not resume the use of the building or premises 
until first rendering the same in compliance with 
this Building Code. 

 
Notice to vacate a dangerous building or premises 
shall be posted at or upon each exit of the said 
structure affected thereby, and shall be in sub-
stantially the following form: 

 
  "DO NOT ENTER  

  UNSAFE TO OCCUPY 
 

   It is a misdemeanor to occupy 
this building, or to remove or 
deface this notice. 

 
  Arlington Building Official 

  (by)______________________________ 
  (date)____________________________ 
  (compliance due date)_____________" 

 
No person shall remain in or enter any building or 
premises which has been so posted, except that 
entry may be made to repair, demolish or remove 
the unsafe condition.  Such entry or the destruc-
tion, defacing or removal of said notice prior to 
approval by the Building Official or an authorized 
representative shall be a violation of this 
Building Code. 

 
 (4) The amendment of Section 209 to add a new 

definition to read as follows: 
 

 HIGH-RISE BUILDING is a building having floors 
used for human occupancy located more than 55 feet 
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(16 764 mm) above the lowest level of fire 
department vehicle access. 

 
 (5) The amendment of Section 214 to change the 

definition of “Mechanical Code” to read as 
follows: 

 
  MECHANICAL CODE is the International Mechanical 

CodeTM, as adopted by this jurisdiction. 
 
 (6) The amendment of Section 217 to change the 

definition of “Plumbing Code” to read as follows: 
 
  PLUMBING CODE is the International Plumbing CodeTM, 

as adopted by this jurisdiction. 
 
 
 (7) The amendment of Section 220 to add a new 

definition to read as follows: 
 

 SELF-SERVICE STORAGE FACILITY is real property 
designed and used for the purpose of renting or 
leasing individual storage and removing personal 
property on a self-service basis. 

 
(8) The amendment of Section 220 to change the 

definition of "SHALL" to read as follows: 
 

SHALL, as it applies to an act or duty to be 
performed by the Building Official pursuant to any 
section of this Building Code, is discretionary.  
Its use in all other applications in this Code 
shall be mandatory. 

 
(9) The amendment of Section 302.4, entitled Fire 

Ratings for Occupancy Separations, so that 
"EXCEPTIONS", paragraph 3, shall read as follows: 

 
 3.  In the one-hour occupancy separation between 

Group R, Division 3 and Group U Occupancies, the 
separation may be limited to the installation of 
not less than one-half inch gypsum board, or 
materials approved for one-hour fire-resistive 
construction on the garage side; and a 
tightfitting weather stripped door 1-3/8 inches 
(35 mm) in thickness, or a tightfitting door 
having a fire-protection rating of not less than 
20 minutes when tested in accordance with Part II 
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of UBC Standard 7-2, which is a part of this code, 
is permitted in lieu of a one-hour fire assembly.  
Fire dampers need not be installed in air ducts 
passing through the wall, floor or ceiling 
separating a Group R, Division 3 Occupancy from a 
Group U Occupancy, provided such ducts within the 
Group U Occupancy are constructed of steel having 
a thickness not less than 0.019 inch (0.48 mm) 
(No. 26 galvanized sheet gage) and have no 
openings in to the Group U Occupancy. 

 
 (10) The amendment of Section 310.9.1.3, entitled Power 

Source, to add an Exception to read as follows: 
 
  EXCEPTION:  Whenever rewiring or new wiring occurs 

during the alteration, repair or addition process 
that, in the opinion of the Building Official, 
makes it possible to hardwire the smoke detectors, 
then those that can be hardwired shall be 
installed as required for new construction. 

 
 (11) The amendment of Section 310.9.1.4, entitled 

Location within dwelling units, by the addition of 
a sentence at the end to read as follows: 

 
  If, in the opinion of the Building Official, the 

sounding of one alarm is not loud enough to be 
heard in all sleeping areas, one or more detectors 
may be required to be interconnected. 

 
 (12) The amendment of Section 311.2.3.5, entitled 

Vehicle barriers, to change the first paragraph to 
read as follows: 

 
  311.2.3.5 Vehicle barriers.  In parking garages 

where any parking area is located more than 5 feet 
(1524 mm) above the adjacent grade, deck, floor or 
ramp, vehicle barriers shall be provided. 

 
 (13) The amendment of Section 403, entitled Special 

Provisions For Group B Office Buildings And Group 
R, Division 1 Occupancies, to change the Section 
title and the first sub-section to read as 
follows: 

 
  SECTION 403 -- SPECIAL PROVISIONS FOR HIGH RISE 

OCCUPANCIES 
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  403.1 Scope.  This section applies to all occu-
pancies, each having floors used for human 
occupancy located more than 55 feet (16 764 mm) 
above the lowest level of fire department vehicle 
access.  Such buildings shall be of Type I or II-
F.R. construction and shall be provided with an 
approved automatic sprinkler system in accordance 
with Section 403.2. 

 
EXCEPTION: Open parking garages in compliance with 
Section 311.9. 

 
 (14) The amendment of Section 403.2.2, entitled 

Modifications, item number 2, to read as follows: 
 
  2. Except for corridors and partitions 

separating dwelling units or guest rooms, all 
interior-nonbearing partitions required to be 
one-hour fire-resistive construction by Table 
6-A may be of non-combustible construction 
without a fire-resistive time period.  For 
allowable reduction of corridor construction, 
see Section 1004.3.4.3. 

 
 (15) The amendment of Section 403.2.2, entitled 

Modifications, by the deletion of item number 3. 
 
 (16) The amendment of Section 403.5.2, entitled 

Emergency voice alarm signaling system, by the 
addition of a third paragraph to read as follows: 

 
  Actuation of any automatic or manual device may 

initiate an alarm signal on the alarming floor, 
the floor above, and the floor below and identify 
on an annunciator the zone or address from which 
the alarm signal originated. 

 
 (17) The amendment of Section 403.5.3, entitled Fire 

department communication system, to read as 
follows: 

 
  403.5.3 Fire department communication system.  A 

two-way, approved fire department communication 
system shall be provided for fire department use.  
It shall operate between the central control 
station and elevators, elevator lobbies, emergency 
and standby power rooms, fire pump room and inside 
stairways at each floor level. 
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 (18) The amendment of Section 503.4.8, entitled Group 

U, Division 1 Occupancies, to add a third 
paragraph to read as follows: 

 
 For one- and two-family dwellings and apartment 

buildings, open metal carport structures may be 
constructed within zero (0) feet of the property 
line without fire-resistive or opening protection 
when the location of such is approved as required 
by other City ordinances. 

 
 (19) The amendment of Section 504.3, entitled Allowable 

Floor Area of Mixed Occupancies, to change the 
exceptions to read as follows: 

 
 EXCEPTIONS:  1.  The major occupancy classifi-

cation of a building may be used to determine the 
allowable area of such building when the major use 
occupies not less than 90 percent of the area of 
any floor of a non-sprinklered building, or not 
less than 80 percent of the area of any floor of a 
building provided with an automatic sprinkler 
system throughout; and provided that other minor 
accessory uses shall not exceed the basic area 
permitted by Table 5-B for such minor uses and 
that various uses are separated as specified in 
Section 302.4. 

 
 2. Groups, B, F, M and S and Group H, Division 5 

Occupancies complying with the provisions of 
Section 505.2 may contain other occupancies 
provided that such occupancies do not occupy more 
than 10 percent of the area of any floor of a non-
sprinklered building, or not more than 20 percent 
of the area of any floor of a building provided 
with an automatic sprinkler system throughout; nor 
more than the basic area permitted in the 
occupancy by Table 5-B for such occupancy, and 
further provided that such occupancies are 
separated as specified in Section 302.4. 

 
 (20) The amendment of Section 505.2, entitled Unlimited 

Area, to add a third paragraph to read as follows: 
 
  In other than Group H, Divisions 1, 2 or 3 

Occupancies, the area of the following buildings 
shall not be limited if the building is provided 
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with an approved automatic sprinkler system 
throughout as specified in Chapter 9, and entirely 
surrounded and adjoined by public ways or yards 
not less than 60 feet (18 288 mm) in width.  The 
unlimited area provisions of this paragraph cannot 
be used in conjunction with the fire-resistive 
substitution provisions of Section 508. 

 
 1. Type II-FR buildings. 
 2. Type II-1hr buildings with five or less 

stories. 
 3. Type II-N buildings with three or less 

stories. 
 
 (21) The amendment of Section 505.3, entitled Automatic 

Sprinkler Systems, to change items #1 through #4 
to read as follows: 

 
 1. Section 904.2.6 for Group H, Division 1 and 2 

Occupancies. 
 2. Section 505.2 for unlimited area. 

 
 (22) The amendment of Section 506, entitled Maximum 

Height of Buildings and Increases, to change items 
#1 through #5 of the second paragraph to read as 
follows: 

 
 1. Section 904.2.6 for Group H, Division 1, 2, 

3, 6 and 7 Occupancies. 
 2. Section 505.2 for unlimited area. 
 3. Section 904.2.7 for Group I, Divisions 1.1 

and 1.2 Occupancies used as hospitals, nursing 
homes or health-care centers in Type II One-hour, 
Type III One-hour, Type IV or Type V One-hour 
construction. 

 
 (23) The amendment of Section 508, entitled Fire-

Resistive Substitution, to change item #6 to read 
as follows: 

 
  6. Corridors, except as specifically exempted in 

Sections 1004.3.4.3 (Sections 1004.3.4.3.1 and 
1004.3.4.3.2). 

 
 (24) The amendment of Table 5-A, entitled Exterior Wall 

and Opening Protection Based on Location on 
Property For All Construction Types, to insert a 
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footnote #8 to the heading “EXTERIOR WALLS 8” and 
add the footnote to read as follows: 

 
  8When the exterior wall of a non-high-rise 

building is more than 20 feet from the property 
line, the fire-resistive requirements for exterior 
bearing and exterior nonbearing walls may be 
reduced by one-hour when the building is provided 
with an approved automatic sprinkler system 
throughout as specified in Chapter 9.  However, a 
wall that is required to be one-hour may not be 
reduced except as allowed under Section 508. 

 
 (25) The amendment of Table 6-A, entitled Types Of 

Construction - Fire-Resistive Requirements, to 
insert a footnote #4 in building element #8, “8.  
Roofs and roof-ceilings  4" and add a footnote #4 
to read as follows: 

 
  4The fire-resistive requirements for roofs of non-

high-rise buildings may be reduced by one-hour 
when the building is provided with an approved 
automatic sprinkler system throughout as specified 
in Chapter 9. 

 
 (26) The amendment of Section 708.2.1; entitled Where 

required, to add a new sentence to item #4 to read 
as follows: 

 
  For combustion air ducts within dwelling units, 

see also Section 709.1, Exception to item #1 of 
the Mechanical Code. 

 
 (27) The amendment of Section 708.3.1.2.1, entitled Two 

or more dwelling units and hotels, to change 
exception #2 to read as follows: 

 
  2. Where approved sprinklers are installed 

within the attic space, draftstopping may be as 
specified in the exception to Section 708.3.1.2.2. 

 
 
 (28) The amendment of Section 708.3.1.2.2, entitled 

Other uses, to change the exception to read as 
follows: 

(12) 



  EXCEPTION:  Where approved automatic sprinklers 
are installed within the attic space, the area 
between draft stops may be 9,000 square feet (836 
m2) and the greatest horizontal dimension may be 
100 feet (30 480 mm). 

 
 (29) The amendment of Section 709.6.1, entitled 

General, to amend the first paragraph to read as 
follows: 

 
  709.6.1 General. When protection of openings is 

required, through penetrations of the fire-
resistive walls shall comply with Section 709.6.2 
or 709.6.3. 

 
 (30) The amendment of Section 709.7, entitled Membrane 

Penetrations, to amend the first paragraph to read 
as follows: 

 
  709.7 Membrane Penetrations.  When protection of 

openings is required, membrane penetrations of the 
fire-resistive walls shall comply with Section 
709.6. 

 
 (31) The amendment of Section 713.10, entitled Smoke 

Dampers, to change item #5 to read as follows: 
 

 5. Penetrations of elevator lobbies required by 
Sections 403.7 and 1004.3.4.5. 

 
 (32) The amendment of Section 713.10, entitled Smoke 

Dampers, to add a fourth paragraph to read as 
follows: 

 
  For dampers in combustion air openings, see also 

Section 710.2 of the Mechanical Code.  For dampers 
in use with direct-fired air-heating equipment, 
see also Section 915.7 of the Mechanical Code. 

 
 (33) The amendment of Section 713.11, entitled Fire 

Dampers, to add a fourth paragraph to read as 
follows: 

 
  For penetrations of ducts conveying hazardous 

exhausts, see also Section 510.6.4 of the 
Mechanical Code.  For dampers in combustion air 
openings, see also Section 710.2 of the Mechanical 
Code.  For dampers in use with direct-fired air-
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heating equipment, see also Section 915.7 of the 
Mechanical Code.  For penetrations of ducts in H-6 
Occupancies, see also Section 1202.2.5 of this 
code. 

 
(34) The amendment of Section 805, entitled Textile 

Wall Coverings, to read as follows: 
 

When used as interior wall finish, textile wall 
coverings, including materials such as those 
having a napped, tufted, looped, nonwoven, woven 
or similar surface, shall have a Class I flame 
spread. 

 
 (35) The amendment of Section 902, entitled Standards 

of Quality, subitems 1.3, 1.4, 1.5 and 1.6 are 
added to read as follows: 

 
 1.3 U.B.C. Standard 9-4, Standard on Aircraft 

Hangars 
 1.4 U.B.C. Standard 9-5, Installation of Halon 

Fire Extinguishing System. 
 1.5 U.B.C. Standard 9-6, Standard for the 

Installation of Private Fire Service Mains 
and   Their Appurtenances 

 1.6 U.B.C. Standard 9-7, Installation of 
Sprinkler Systems in One- and Two-Family 
Dwellings and Manufactured Homes 

 
(36) The amendment of Section 904.1.1, entitled 

General, to read as follows: 
 

 All fire-extinguishing systems required in this 
Building Code shall be installed in accordance 
with the requirements of this Chapter except that 
all references to U.B.C. Standards 9-1 and 9-2 are 
deleted and replaced by the applicable National 
Fire Protection Association Standards 13, 13-D and 
14 governing such items. 

 
Required automatic sprinkler systems in Group R 
Occupancies of 4 stories or less may be designed 
in accordance with NFPA No. 13-R (1996).  
Sprinkler protection shall be provided throughout, 
including the means of egress, patios, bathrooms, 
closets and balconies. 
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EXCEPTION:  Attic areas and concealed intermediate 
under floor spaces may be unprotected when 
approved fire lane access, fire hydrants, 
fireflow, and an approved fire alarm system is 
provided.  Allowable tradeoffs for, or increases 
in, Building Code provisions based on the 
installation of an automatic fire-extinguishing 
system are not allowed. 

 
Fire hose threads used in connection with fire-
extinguishing systems shall be National Standard 
hose threads or alternatives approved by the Chief 
of the Fire Department of the City of Arlington. 

 
In buildings used for high-piled combustible 
storage, fire protection shall be in compliance 
with the applicable provisions of the "Fire Code" 
Chapter of the Code of the City of Arlington. 

 
 (37) The amendment of Section 904.1.2, entitled 

Standards, to read as follows: 
 
  904.1.2 Standards.  Fire-extinguishing systems 

shall comply with U.B.C. Standards 9-1, 9-2, 9-4, 
9-5 and 9-6; along with the appropriate National 
Fire Protection Association Standards. 

 
EXCEPTIONS:  1.  Automatic fire-extinguishing sys-
tems not covered with U.B.C. Standard 9-1, 9-2, 9-
4, 9-5 or 9-6 shall be approved and installed in 
accordance with approved standards. 
 
2.  Automatic sprinkler systems may be connected 
to the domestic water-supply main when approved by 
the building official, provided the domestic water 
supply is of adequate pressure, capacity and 
sizing for the combined domestic and sprinkler 
requirements.  In such case, the sprinkler system 
connection shall be made between the public water 
main or meter and the building shutoff valve, and 
there shall not be intervening valves or 
connections.  The fire department connection may 
be omitted when approved by the fire department. 
 
3.  Automatic sprinkler systems in One- and Two-
Family Dwellings and Manufactured Homes may be in 
accordance with U.B.C. Standard 9-7. 
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  Water supply as required for such systems shall be 
provided in conformance with the supply 
requirements of the respective standards; however, 
every fire protection system shall be designed 
with a 5 psi margin of safety. 

 
 (38) The amendment of Section 904.2.2, entitled All 

occupancies except Group R, Division 3 and U 
Occupancies, to change the first sentence to read 
as follows:   

 
  Except for Group R, Division 3 with approved fire 

department access and Group U Occupancies, an 
automatic sprinkler system shall be installed: 

 
 (39) The amendment of Section 904.2.2; entitled All 

occupancies except Group R, Division 3 and Group U 
Occupancies, to change item #5 and add items #6 
and #7 to read as follows: 

 
 5. Throughout all buildings, other than pent-

houses in compliance with Section 1511, three (3) 
or more stories in height. 

 
EXCEPTION:  Group S-4 open parking garage 
structures of freestanding Type I con-
struction.  
 

 6. High-Piled Combustible Storage.  For any 
building with a clear height exceeding 15', see 
Section 8101 of the Fire Code. 

 
 7. Spray Booths and Rooms.  New and existing 

spray booths and spraying rooms shall be protected 
by an approved automatic fire-extinguishing system 
as specified in the Fire Code. 

 
 (40) The amendment of Section 904.2.3.6, entitled 

Amusement buildings, to read as follows: 
 
  An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed 

in all amusement buildings (as defined in this 
code).  The main water-flow switch shall be 
electrically supervised.  The sprinkler main 
cutoff valve shall be supervised. 
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  EXCEPTION:  An automatic sprinkler system need not 
be provided for amusement buildings actually oper-
ating not more than thirty (30) consecutive days. 

 
 (41) The addition of Section 904.2.6.4, entitled Group 

H, Division 5 Occupancies, to read as follows: 
 
  904.2.6.4 Group H, Division 5 Occupancies.  

Aircraft hangers shall be classified by Group and 
Type*, and shall be provided with a fire-
extinguishing system as specified by UBC Standard 
9-4. 

 
 (*Note: Any classification of construction type 

under UBC Standard 9-4 shall be for use with that 
standard only and shall have no bearing on the 
construction type used in conjunction with any 
other provision of this code.) 

 
(42) The amendment of Section 904.2.9, entitled Group 

R, Division 1 Occupancies, to read as follows: 
 

  904.2.9 Group R, Division 1 Occupancies.  An 
automatic sprinkler system shall be installed 
throughout every apartment house three or more 
stories in height or containing 16 or more 
dwelling units, every congregate residence three 
or more stories in height or having an occupant 
load of more than 10, and every hotel three or 
more stories in height or containing 20 or more 
guest rooms.  Residential or quick-response 
standard sprinklers shall be used in the dwelling 
units and guest room portions of the building.  
For the purpose of establishing automatic 
sprinkler requirements of this section, area 
separation walls as described in U.B.C., Section 
504.6 shall not constitute separate buildings. 

 
 (43) The amendment of Section 904.2, entitled Automatic 

Fire-extinguishing Systems, to add Sections 
904.2.10, 904.2.10.1 and 904.2.10.2 as follows: 

 
  904.2.10 Group S Occupancies. 
 
  904.2.10.1 Self-service storage facility.  An 

automatic sprinkler system shall be installed 
throughout all self-service storage facilities. 

 

(17) 



EXCEPTION: One story self-service storage 
facilities, that have no interior corridors, with 
a one-hour fire-rated occupancy separation wall 
installed between every storage compartment. 

 
  904.2.10.2 Group S, Division 5 Occupancies.  

Aircraft hangers shall be classified by Group and 
Type*, and shall be provided with a fire-
extinguishing system as specified by UBC Standard 
9-4. 

 
 (*Note: Any classification of construction type 

under UBC Standard 9-4 shall be for use with that 
standard only and shall have no bearing on the 
construction type used in conjunction with any 
other provision of this code.) 

 
 (44) The amendment of Section 904.4, entitled 

Permissible Sprinkler Omissions, to change 
subparagraph 4.4 of item #4 to read as follows: 

 
4.4 Other approved fire-protection equipment is 
installed in such areas. 

 
 (45) The amendment of Section 904.5.3, entitled 

Location of Class I standpipes, to change the 
third paragraph to read as follows: 

 
 There shall be a two-way outlet above the roof 

line on every standpipe when the roof has a slope 
of less than 4 units vertical in 12 units 
horizontal (33.3% slope). 

 
EXCEPTION:  Where the stairway extends to the 
roof, the two-way outlet may be located at the 
topmost floor landing. 

 
 (46) The amendment of Section 904.5.3, entitled 

Location of Class I standpipes, to add a new 
paragraph to read as follows: 

 
  All Class I standpipes shall be: 

 
 1. Water filled at all times; or, 
 2. Supervised with a minimum of 10 psig and a 

maximum of 40 psig air pressure with a high/low 
alarm. 
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 (47) The amendment of Section 906.1, entitled When 
Required, to add an Exception #3 to item #1 to 
read as follows: 

 
  3. Buildings protected throughout by an approved 

automatic sprinkler system. 
 
 (48) The amendment of Section 906.6.3; entitled 

Location and depth, to add an Exception to read as 
follows: 

 
  EXCEPTION:  In buildings protected throughout by 

an approved automatic sprinkler system, curtain 
boards need only to extend down from the ceiling 
for a minimum depth of four (4) feet. 

 
 (49) The amendment of Table 9-A, entitled Standpipe 

Requirements, to change Occupancy Item #5, 
Standpipe Class sprinklered buildings to Class 
“I”. 

 
 (50) The amendment of Section 1004.2.4, entitled 

Separation of exits or exit-access doorways, to 
change the exception to read as follows: 

 
  EXCEPTIONS:  1.  The separation distance deter-

mined in accordance with this section may be 
measured along a direct path of exit travel within 
a corridor serving exit enclosures.  The walls of 
any such exit enclosure shall not be less than 30 
feet (9144 mm), measured in a straight line, from 
the walls of another exit enclosure. 

 
 2. When the building is provided with an 

automatic sprinkler system throughout, at least 
two of the exits or exit-access doorways shall be 
placed a distance apart equal to not less than one 
third of the length of the maximum overall 
diagonal dimension of the area served, in lieu of 
one half, measured in a straight line between the 
center of such exits or exit-access doorways. 

 
 (51) The amendment of Section 1004.2.5.2.3, entitled 

Corridor increases, to add a second paragraph to 
read as follows: 

 
  When reduction of corridor construction is allowed 

under Section 1004.3.4.3, the reduction shall not 
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apply to the corridors of this section for extra 
travel distance. 

 
 (52) The amendment of Section 1004.2.5.2.5, entitled 

Factory, hazardous and storage occupancies, to 
read as follows: 

 
  1004.2.5.2.5 Factory, hazardous and storage 

occupancies.  In a building classified as a Group 
H, Division 5 aircraft repair hangar, or as a 
Group F or Group S Occupancy, the travel distance 
shall not exceed 300 feet (91 440 mm) and may be 
increased to 400 feet (121 920 mm) if the building 
is equipped with an automatic sprinkler system 
throughout. 

 
 (53) The amendment of Section 1004.2.6, entitled Dead 

ends, to read as follows: 
 
  1004.2.6 Dead ends.  Where more than one exit or 

exit-access doorway is required, the exit access 
shall be arranged such that there are no dead ends 
in hallways and corridors more than 20 feet (6096 
mm) in length. 

 
EXCEPTIONS:  1.  In occupancies in Use Group B 
where the building is equipped throughout with an 
automatic sprinkler system, the length of dead-end 
corridors shall not exceed 50 feet (15 240 mm). 
2.  A dead-end corridor shall not be limited in 
length where the length of the dead-end corridor 
is less than 2.5 times the least width of the 
dead-end corridor. 

 
 (54) The amendment of Section 1004.3.4.3, entitled 

Construction, to change Exceptions #4, 5 and 6 to 
read as follows: 

 
4. Corridor walls and ceilings of Group B 

Occupancies need not be of fire-resistive 
construction when the entire story in which 
the space is located is equipped with an 
automatic sprinkler system throughout and an 
automatic smoke-detection system installed 
within the corridor.  The actuation of any 
detector shall activate alarms audible in all 
areas served by the corridor. 
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 Use of this exception will not permit the use 
of non-rated non-protected construction in 
the following: 
 

   a. For the exit enclosure separation in 
exception #1 of Section 1004.2.4. 

   b. To obtain the 100 foot travel distance 
increase of Section 1004.2.5.2.3. 

   c. To convey air to or from rooms as stated 
in Section 601.2 of the Mechanical Code 
except that private corridors within a 
single tenant space may be used to 
convey air provided that smoke detectors 
are installed within the tenant corridor 
in accordance with their listing. 

 
5. Except for Groups H, I and R-1 Occupancies, 

corridors shall not be required to be 
protected when the building is protected by 
an approved automatic sprinkler system 
throughout. 

 
Use of this exception will not permit the use 
of non-rated non-protected construction in 
the following: 
 

   a. For the exit enclosure separation in 
exception #1 of Section 1004.2.4. 

   b. To obtain the 100 foot travel distance 
increase of Section 1004.2.5.2.3. 

   c. To convey air to or from rooms as stated 
in Section 601.2 of the Mechanical Code. 

 
6. In Group B office buildings corridor walls 

and ceilings need not be of fire-resistive 
construction within office spaces of a single 
tenant when the space is equipped with an 
approved automatic smoke-detection system 
within the corridor.  The actuation of any 
detector shall activate alarms audible in all 
areas served by the corridor.  The smoke-
detection system shall be connected to the 
building’s fire alarm system where such a 
system is provided. 

 
 (55) The amendment of Section 1005.3.3.7, entitled 

Pressurized enclosure, to read as follows: 
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  1005.3.3.7 Pressurized enclosure.  In a building 
having a floor level used for human occupancy 
located more than 55 feet (16 764 mm) above the 
lowest level of fire department vehicle access, 
all required exit enclosures shall be pressurized 
in accordance with Section 905 and this section.  
Pressurization shall occur automatically upon 
activation of an approved fire alarm system. 

 
EXCEPTIONS:  1.  If the building is not equipped 
with a fire alarm system, pressurization shall be 
upon activation of a spot-type smoke detector 
listed for releasing service located within 5 feet 
(1524 mm) of each vestibule entry. 
2. Open parking garages in compliance with 
Section 311.9. 

 
  A controlled relief vent capable of discharging a 

minimum of 2,500 cubic feet per minute (1180 L/s) 
of air at the design pressure difference shall be 
located in the upper portion of such pressurized 
exit enclosures. 

 
 (56) The amendment of Section 1005.3.3.7.1, entitled 

Vestibules, to read as follows: 
 
  1005.3.3.7.1 Vestibules.  Pressurized exit 

enclosures shall be provided with a pressurized 
entrance vestibule that complies with the 
requirements of this section. 

 
EXCEPTION: For buildings equipped with an 
automatic sprinkler system, vestibules may be 
omitted, provided all enclosed exit enclosures are 
equipped with a barometric dampered relief opening 
at the top and the stairway supplied mechanically 
with sufficient air to discharge a minimum of 
2,500 cubic feet per minute (1180 L/s) through the 
relief opening while maintaining a minimum 
positive pressure of 0.15-inch water column in the 
shaft relative to atmospheric pressure with all 
doors closed. 
 
Activation of the mechanical equipment shall be 
initiated by activation of an approved fire alarm 
system.  If the building is not equipped with a 
fire alarm system, pressurization shall be upon 
activation of a spot-type smoke detector listed 
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for releasing service located within 5 feet (1524 
mm) of each enclosure door.  Such equipment shall 
also be activated by actuation of the automatic 
sprinkler system. 

 
 (58) The amendment of Section 1101.2, entitled 

Standards of Quality, to add an item #2 to read as 
follows: 

 
 2.  Alternate Design 
 
 Buildings regulated under State Law and built in 

accordance with State certified plans, including 
any variances or waivers granted by the State, 
shall be deemed to be in compliance with the 
requirements of this Chapter. 

 
 (59) The amendment of Section 1202.2.1, entitled 

General, to add this exception after the second 
paragraph to read as follows: 

 
EXCEPTION:  Bathroom exhaust ducts may terminate 
in a warehouse or shop area when infiltration of 
outside air is present and the duct does not 
penetrate an occupancy separation. 

 
 (60) The amendment of Section 1203.3, entitled 

Ventilation, to change the exception after the 
third paragraph to read as follows: 

 
  EXCEPTION: Private laundry rooms in Group R, 

Division 3 and inside individual dwelling units of 
Group R, Division 1 Occupancies. 

 
 (61) The amendment of Section 1506.3, entitled Overflow 

Drains and Scuppers, to read as follows: 
 
  1506.3 Overflow Drains and Scuppers.  Where roof 

drains are required, overflow drains shall be 
sized and installed in accordance with the 
Plumbing Code. 

 
 Overflow drains shall discharge to an approved 

location and shall not be connected to roof drain 
lines. 
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 (62) The amendment of Table 15-A, entitled Minimum Roof 
Classes, to change the table and footnotes to read 
as follows: 

 
  *Insert a footnote #5 in the heading  “TABLE 15-A 

- MINIMUM ROOF CLASSES 5" 
 

 *Change the roof classes for R-3, Types III-one-
hour, III-N, IV, V-one-hour and V-N from “NR” to 
“C”. 

 
 *Delete footnotes 1 and 3. 

 
 *Change footnote #4 to read as follows: 

 
4When exceeding 120 sq. ft. of projected roof 
area, the roof class shall be a minimum of Class C 
or shall be non-combustible. 

 
 *Add a footnote #5 to read as follows: 

 
5All individual replacement shingles or shakes 
shall be in compliance with the rating required by 
this table. 

 
(63) The amendment of Section 1611.6, entitled 

Retaining Walls, by the addition of the following 
paragraph and "EXCEPTION": 

 
Retaining walls exceeding three feet (3') in 
height shall be constructed of materials other 
than wood, including treated wood products, and 
shall be designed by a professional engineer.  A 
wall built in tiers shall be considered a single 
wall in height when the upper tier is set back 
less than one and one-half (1½) times the height 
of the wall section below. 

 
EXCEPTION:  Retaining walls erected on properties 
used for Group R-3 occupancies may be constructed 
up to six feet (6') in height of any approved 
materials.  A professional engineer shall design 
these retaining walls when exceeding a height of 
four feet (4').  Unless specifically approved by 
the Building Official, such walls shall not 
support a building, driveway or other permanent 
construction closer to the wall than one and one-
half (1½) times the full height of the wall. 
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(64) The amendment of Section 1701.1, entitled General, 
to read as follows: 

 
 All construction or work for which a permit is 

required shall be subject to inspection by the 
Building Official.  The Building Official may 
require certain types of construction to have 
continuous inspection by special inspectors as 
specified in Chapter 17 of this code. 

 
 (65) The amendment of Section 1905.7.1, by the addition 

of Paragraph 8 to read as follows: 
 

 8. For concrete floor slabs supported directly 
on the ground in Group R-3 Occupancies, a vapor 
barrier approved by the Building Official or an 
authorized representative shall be installed 
beneath the slab. 

 
 (66) The amendment of Section 2310.4, entitled Shingles 

or Shakes, by the addition of the following 
"EXCEPTION": 

 
EXCEPTION:  Wood shingles and shakes shall not be 
used as an exterior wall covering within seven 
feet (7') of grade for Group R-1 Occupancies. 

 
All wood shingles or shakes to be used as an 
exterior wall covering for Group R-1 Occupancies 
shall be fire-retardant shakes and shingles.  
Fire-retardant shakes and shingles are wood shakes 
and shingles complying with U.B.C. Standard No. 
15-3 or 15-4 impregnated by the full-cell vacuum-
pressure process with fire retardant chemicals, 
and have been qualified by U.B.C. Standard No. 15-
2 for use on Class A, B or C roofs.  Each bundle 
of treated wood shakes and shingles shall bear 
labels identifying their roof covering 
classification and approved quality control 
agency.   

 
(67) The amendment of Section 2406.4, entitled 

Hazardous Locations, number 8, so that 
"EXCEPTION", number 5, shall read as follows: 

 
5. Assemblies of leaded, faceted or carved 
glass, in items 1, 2, 6 and 7 when used for 
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decorative purposes or item 5 when not equipped 
with a showerhead. 

 
(68) The amendment of Section 2902.3, entitled Groups 

B, F, H, M and S Occupancies, so that the first 
paragraph reads as follows: 

 
  2902.3 Groups B, F, H, M, and S Occupancies.  In 

Groups B, F, H, M, and S Occupancies, buildings or 
portions thereof where persons are employed shall 
be provided with at least one water closet.  
Separate facilities shall be provided for each sex 
when the number of employees exceeds ten.  Such 
toilet facilities shall be located either in such 
building or conveniently in a building adjacent 
thereto on the same property. 

 
  EXCEPTION: When public restrooms are required and 

the occupant load is less than 16, a single unisex 
restroom facility is permitted. 

 
 (69) The amendment of Section 3301.1, entitled General, 

by the addition of the following five (5) 
paragraphs and one (1) "EXCEPTION" between the 
first and second paragraphs: 

 
Should trench excavations exceed five feet (5') in 
depth, bid documents and construction contracts 
must include provisions for specifications for 
adequate safety systems that meet Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) standards.  
Further, these plans and specifications shall 
include a pay item for these safety systems, which 
is to be a part of the contract.  In addition, a 
safety program outline shall be provided to the 
property owner by the contractor and the contrac-
tor's safety record shall be reviewed as a condi-
tion of the contract award. 

 
Prior to performing such excavations, the contrac-
tor must submit plans and specifications for 
trench shoring to the Building Official for 
review.  The plans shall be stamped, signed and 
dated by a registered professional engineer 
attesting that these plans meet OSHA requirements 
in accordance with state law. 
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The contract requirements of this Section shall 
not apply to contracts entered into with persons 
subject to the safety standards adopted under 
V.A.C.S., Article 6053-1, entitled Transportation 
of Gas and Gas Pipeline Facilities. 

 
Acceptable fill shall only be comprised of one (1) 
or more of the following materials:  Dirt, con-
crete or asphalt.  No person shall cause, allow, 
suffer or permit fill containing any other 
material to be used for any building, structure, 
foundation or retaining structure. 

 
  No person shall cause, allow, suffer or permit 

fill to be placed or stored, upon any undeveloped 
lot not currently experiencing ongoing construc-
tion, in such a manner that said fill is not 
spread uniformly so that no area of fill differs 
in height by more than twenty-four inches (24") 
from any other area of fill on said lot.  
Provided, however, that upon written notice by the 
Building Official or a designated representative, 
the record property owner of any such lot shall be 
allowed forty-five (45) days to remove or spread 
said fill in order to comply with this provision.  
Notice shall be deemed sufficient for this purpose 
if mailed, by certified mail, return receipt 
requested, to the last-known address of the record 
property owner, or if personally delivered to said 
owner. 

 
EXCEPTION:  This provision shall not apply to fill 
located upon the premises of a business, which 
provides said fill to others for compensation.  A 
valid certificate of occupancy for such business 
shall be sufficient to establish the applicability 
of this exception. 

 
 (70) The amendment of Section 3504, entitled Recognized 

Standards, Part II, Chapter 9, to read as follows: 
 
  9-1; 307.11.3, 321.1, 403.2, 404.3.1, 405.1.1, 

804.1, 902, 904.1.2, 904.1.3, 904.2.6.3, 904.2.7, 
904.3.2, 2603.7.1, 2603.8.1 

  Installation of Sprinkler Systems.  Standard 
for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems, 
NFPA 13-1996, National Fire Protection 
Association. 
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  9-2; 902, 904.1.2, 904.5.1 
  Standpipe Systems.  Standard for Installation 

of Standpipe Systems and Hose Systems, NFPA 
14-1996, National Fire Protection 
Association. 

 
  9-3; 804.1, 805, 902, 904.1.2, 904.1.3, 2603.7.1, 

2603.8.1 
  Installation of Sprinkler Systems in Group R 

Occupancies Four Stories or less.  Standard 
for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems in 
Residential Occupancies up to Four Stories in 
Height, NFPA 13R-1996, National Fire 
Protection Association. 

 
  9-4; 902, 904.2.6.4, 904.2.10.2 

  Aircraft Hangars.  Standard on Aircraft 
Hangars, NFPA 409-1995, National Fire 
Protection Association. 

 
  9-5; 902, 904.1.2 

  Halon Fire Extinguishing System.  Standard on 
Halon 1301 Fire Extinguishing Systems, NFPA 
12A-1992, National Fire Protection 
Association. 

 
  9-6; 902, 904.1.2 

  Standard for the Installation of Private Fire 
Service Mains and Their Appurtenances, NFPA 
24-1995, National Fire Protection 
Association. 

 
  9-7; 902, 904.1.2 

  Installation of Sprinkler Systems in One- 
Two-Family Dwellings and Manufactured Homes, 
NFPA 13D-1996, National Fire Protection 
Association. 

 
(71) The amendment of Appendix B, Chapter 4, Division 

I, Section 419, entitled General, to read as 
follows: 

 
 The provisions of this section shall apply to the 

design and construction of barriers for all 
swimming pools. 

 
 EXCEPTION:  The following uses are regulated by 

State statute and are not subject to this section: 
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 1. Group R-1 apartments. 
 
 2. A pool owned, controlled, or maintained by 

the owner of a multi-unit rental complex or 
by property owners association. 

 
 (72) The amendment to Appendix B, Chapter 4, Division 

I, Section 420 entitled Definitions, by the 
addition of the following definitions: 

 
  MULTI-UNIT RENTAL COMPLEX is two or more dwelling 

units in one or more buildings that are under 
common ownership, managed by the same owner, 
managing agent, or management company, and located 
on the same lot or tract of land or adjacent lots 
or tracts of land.  The term includes a 
condominium project.  The term does not include: 

 
  (A) A facility primarily renting rooms to 

overnight guests; or 
 
  (B) A single-family home or adjacent single-

family homes that are not part of a condominium 
project. 

 
  POOL DECK is a flat walking surface consisting of 

wood, stone, brick, concrete or other similar 
material located within five feet (5') of the 
waters edge of a swimming pool or spa.   

 
  PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION is an association of 

property owners for a residential subdivision, 
condominium, cooperative, townhouse project, or 
other project involving residential dwellings. 

 
  SELF-CLOSING GATE is a gate, which closes or shuts 

automatically, without the aid of human, elec-
trical, solar or battery power after being opened. 

 
  SELF-CLOSING AND SELF-LATCHING DEVICE is a device 

that causes a gate to automatically close and 
latch without human, electrical, solar or battery 
power. 

 
 (73) The amendment of Appendix B, Chapter 4, Division 

I, Section 421.1, entitled Outdoor Swimming Pool, 
by the addition of an exception to number 1 to 
read as follows: 
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  EXCEPTION:  When horizontal members are part of a 
fence that is at least 6 feet (1830 mm) in height, 
the horizontal members need not be on the pool 
side of the barrier. 

 
 (74) The amendment of Appendix B, Chapter 4, Division 

I, Section 421.1, entitled Outdoor Swimming Pool, 
by the addition of an exception to number 4 to 
read as follows: 

 
  EXCEPTION:  Driveway access gates across a paved 

or improved surface intended for regular vehicle 
access shall not be located in a swimming pool 
barrier." 

 
 (75) The amendment of Appendix Section 1107; entitled 

Accessible Exterior Routes, to add a paragraph to 
read as follows: 

 
  1107.4 Alternate Design.  Buildings regulated 

under State law and built in accordance with State 
certified plans, including any variances or 
waivers granted by the State, shall be deemed to 
be in compliance with the requirements of this 
Chapter. 

 
 (76) The amendment of Appendix Chapter 15, entitled 

Reroofing, Section 1516.3, entitled Overlay on 
Existing Wood Roofs or Asphalt Shingle Roofs, 
subparagraph #1, to read as follows: 

 
  1. Asphalt shingles.  Not more than one overlay 

of asphalt shingles shall be applied over an 
existing asphalt or wood shingle roof. 

 
 
Section 1.05 Adoption of Appendices 
 
 The following referenced provisions of the U.B.C. 
annexed hereto as appendices, the same being either attached 
hereto or incorporated herein by reference, are made a part 
of this Building Code. 
 

Appendix A.  The entire provisions of the Uniform 
Building Code Standards, Volume 3, 1997 Edition, as 
promulgated by the International Conference of Building 
Officials. 
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Appendix B.  Only Chapter 4, Division II, entitled 
Aviation Control Towers; Chapter 3, Division I, 
entitled Detention and Correctional Facilities; Chapter 
3, Division II, entitled Agricultural Buildings; 
Chapter 4, Division I, entitled Barriers for Swimming 
Pools, Spas and Hot Tubs; Chapter 11, Division I, 
entitled Site Accessibility; Chapter 11, Division II, 
entitled Accessibility for Existing Buildings; Chapter 
15, entitled Reroofing; Chapter 29, entitled Minimum 
Plumbing Fixtures; Chapter 31, Division III, entitled 
Patio Covers; and Chapter 31, Division II, entitled 
Membrane Structures, of the Appendix to the Uniform 
Building Code, 1997 Edition. 
 
All other Chapters of said Appendix to the U.B.C. are 
hereby omitted from this Building Code. 

 
 
Section l.06 Construction Prohibited in Public Easements 
 
A. Regardless of materials, manner of construction or 

unique characteristics of land, it shall be unlawful 
for any person, firm or corporation to cause or permit 
the installation, revision or relocation of any 
construction improvement where any part of such 
improvement is to be located in a public easement.  The 
foregoing prohibition shall not apply to proposed 
improvements in utility easements consisting of paving, 
flatwork, wooden or chain link fences or retaining 
walls less than three feet (3') in height which do not 
support a structure, provided that the proposed 
improvements have been approved in writing by the 
Building Official with the concurrence of the City 
Engineer and the Director of Water Utilities prior to 
their construction. 

 
B. In cases where improvements other than those listed in 

Subsection (A) above are proposed in City easements, 
application shall be made to the Building Official for 
the execution of an Easement Joint-Use Agreement.  If, 
in the determination of the Building Official after 
conferring with the other appropriate departments of 
the City of Arlington, such Joint-Use Agreement cannot 
be executed, the Building Official will refer the 
request to the Building Code Board of Appeals for final 
determination. 
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C. The City of Arlington shall not be liable for damages 
or losses of any kind whatsoever by reason of injury to 
property or person occasioned by the use of any 
easement.  The City shall have no obligations in 
regards to the maintenance of any improvements within 
such easement or right-of-ways.  The City shall be 
defended at the cost and expense of the person placing 
improvements in any easements or right-of-ways from all 
claims and demands.  The use of any easement in right-
of-ways shall be discontinued and improvements removed 
within 30 days of notification by the City and the cost 
of the discontinuation and removal of improvements 
shall be borne by the owner of the improvement. 

 
D. The term "improvement" includes, but is not limited to, 

concrete or asphalt paving, swimming pools, fences, 
retaining walls, temporary or permanent buildings, 
earth fill or excavation and landscaping.  
"Improvements" shall not include public or private 
mailboxes, or poles and boxes necessary for public 
utility services. 

 
The term "easement" shall include easements for right-
of-way, streets, drainage and utilities. 
 
 

Section 1.07 Requirements for Drainage 
 
A. No person, firm or corporation within the corporate 

limits of the City of Arlington, Tarrant County, Texas, 
shall do, cause or permit to be done, the installation, 
modification or relocation of any construction 
improvement where the improvement, when completed, will 
significantly increase the speed or volume of water 
flowing across or standing on other property which is 
either upstream or downstream from the property on 
which the improvement is to be made so as to cause 
damage to such other property, nor shall the Building 
Official be required to issue a building  permit  where  
engineering data from a qualified professional engineer 
reveals that such improvement would worsen any existing 
drainage or flooding problem or would cause any damage 
to such other property.   

 
B. The term "improvement" means any of those things which 

require a building permit, such as buildings (either 
permanent or temporary), land development, concrete or 
asphalt paving, swimming pools, fences, retaining 
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walls, earth fill or excavation and landscaping.  
"Improvement" shall not include poles or boxes 
necessary for public utility service.   

 
C. Prior to obtaining a building permit, and to ensure 

that there will be no surface drainage problems after 
the construction of the proposed improvement, an 
acceptable drainage plan will be filed with the 
Building Inspections Department of the City of 
Arlington which accurately shows all run-off water 
which comes onto the property being so improved, the 
method of conveying the water across the property, and 
the method and place of discharge for the run-off water 
leaving the property.  Such plans shall show the 
capacity of the adjacent property, public way, easement 
or drainage facility, as the case may be, to receive 
such amounts of water.  No surface drainage plan is 
required to be filed with said City for improvements on 
lots containing or to contain group R-3 occupancies, 
provided the drainage for such improvement is made to 
comply with H.U.D. (F.H.A.) Requirements for surface 
drainage as contained in the current H.U.D. Data Sheet 
72 or H.U.D. Data Sheet 73 as the same may, from time 
to time, be amended.  Such requirements and future 
amendments are incorporated in this Building Code and 
made a part hereof for all purposes:  provided, 
however, that the Building Official may require the 
submission of a surface drainage plan for such exempt 
properties when, in the Building Official's opinion, 
such plan is necessary to prevent a drainage problem.  
If the builder wants the drainage for any improvement 
on such exempt properties to deviate from H.U.D. 
(F.H.A.) requirements, then the builder must submit an 
acceptable drainage plan meeting the requirements 
contained in this Section.  

 
D. All construction of improvements shall be done to 

comply with an approved drainage plan as provided for 
in this Section or H.U.D. (F.H.A.) Requirements, as 
applicable.  

 
 
Section 1.08 Enforcement, Violations and Penalties 
 
A. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corpo-

ration to erect, construct, enlarge, alter, repair, 
move, improve, remove, convert, demolish, equip, use, 
occupy or maintain any building, structure or premises 
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in the City of Arlington, or cause or permit the same 
to be done, contrary to or in violation of any of the 
provisions of this Building Code. 

 
B. Any person, firm or corporation violating any of the 

provisions of this Building Code shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor and each day the violation continues 
shall be a separate offense.  Each offense shall be 
punishable by a fine of not more than Two Thousand 
Dollars and No Cents ($2,000.00).  

 
C. In addition to the power of the Building Official under 

U.B.C., Section 104.2.3, entitled "Right of Entry," to 
inspect a building pursuant to this Building Code, any 
peace officer may enter the public areas of any 
building or premises, or any areas specified in a 
proper inspection warrant, at all reasonable times 
wherever necessary in the performance of official 
duties to inspect and investigate for violations of any 
law, or to enforce any law, including violations of 
this Building Code.  The peace officer shall first 
present proper credentials and request entry, unless 
otherwise permitted by law.  If such entry is refused 
or, if no owner or other person having charge or 
control of the building or premises can be located, the 
peace officer shall have recourse to every remedy 
provided by law to secure entry.  

 
D. No owner, occupant or any other person having charge, 

care or control of any building or premises shall fail 
or neglect, after proper request is made pursuant to 
Subsection (C) above, to promptly permit entry therein 
by a peace officer in the performance of the peace 
officers duty.  Any person violating this Subsection 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

 
 
Section 1.09  Skateboard Ramps 
 
A. As used in this Section, the phrase "skateboard ramp" 

shall refer to a structure or piece of work artifi-
cially built up or composed of parts joined together in 
some definite manner, regardless of the materials used 
or the manner of construction, which is primarily used 
for, or designed and intended for primary use as, a 
ramp for skating or skateboarding activities. 
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B. It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, 
construct, keep, maintain or use a skateboard ramp that 
is located: 

 
(1) at a distance closer than one hundred fifty feet 

(150') from any building located on another's 
property that is used or intended to be used for 
habitation, regardless of whether the habitation 
existed prior to the erection of said skateboard 
ramp; or 

 
(2) at a distance closer than fifty feet (50') from 

the property line of the lot where said skateboard 
ramp is located. 

 
C. Should a habitation be placed on another's property 

closer than one hundred fifty feet (150') to an 
existing skateboard ramp, the owner of said skateboard 
ramp shall remove or relocate, or cause to be removed 
or relocated, said skateboard ramp within ninety (90) 
days of the completion of construction of the 
habitation. 

 
D. Failure to remove or relocate, or cause to be removed 

or relocated, a skateboard ramp as required by this 
Section shall constitute a misdemeanor.  Each day that 
a skateboard ramp remains in violation of this Section 
shall constitute a separate offense. 

 
 
Section 1.10 Presumption 
 
 Unless otherwise specified in this Chapter, the owner, 
occupant or person in control of any building or premises 
where any violation of this Building Code is found shall be 
prima facie responsible for such violation. 
 
 
 Further, Article III, Moved Buildings, is hereby 
amended by the amendment of Section 3.09, Inspections, so 
that hereafter said section shall be and read as follows: 
 
Section 3.09 Inspections 
 
 Once the structure has been removed, the building mover 
must call an inspection.  Plumbing capped off shall remain 
uncovered in order to facilitate inspection. 
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 Further, Article IV, Registration, Permits and 
Inspections, is hereby amended by the amendment of Section 
4.01, Registration, Subsection (B), so that hereafter said 
subsection shall be and read as follows: 
 
B. An applicant for registration under this article shall 

provide to the Building Official the following 
information: 

 
 1. The complete name, complete mailing address and 

telephone number of the firm or corporation; 
 
 2. The name and private mailing address of a princi-

pal of the firm or corporation who is a person 
authorized to bind the firm or corporation in 
legal agreements; 

 
 3. If the registration is to be as an individual 

only, the name, mailing address and telephone num-
ber of the individual; and 

 
 4. Other pertinent information deemed necessary by 

the Building Official. 
 
 Every Registrant shall contact the office of the 

Building Official to ensure the accurate revision of 
registration information, including any change of 
address or telephone number, within ten (10) days from 
the date that the previous information supplied in the 
application becomes invalid for any reason.  Failure to 
revise inaccurate information, or providing false, 
misleading or inaccurate information when applying for 
registration, shall constitute an offense. 

 
 Every Registrant doing work in any City rights-of-way 

shall carry Contractor's Public Liability Insurance 
with a combined single limit of not less than Five 
Hundred Thousand and No/100 Dollars ($500,000.00) per 
occurrence, with an aggregate of not less than Five 
Hundred Thousand and No/100 Dollars ($500,000.00).  The 
Registrant shall make the City of Arlington a 
Certificate Holder and present proof of insurance at 
the time of registration and all subsequent renewals.  
Notice of policy cancellations or failure to renew 
coverage shall be cause for revocation of registration, 
denial of inspections or cancellation of permits. 
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 Further, Article IV is hereby amended by the amendment 
of Section 4.01, Subsection (F), so that hereafter said 
subsection shall be and read as follows: 
 
F. Registration Suspended.  The Building Code Board of 

Appeals shall have the authority to suspend any 
registration issued under this article for any of the 
following acts by the Registrant: 

 
 1. Forfeiting an appeal of a Stop Order issued under 

U.B.C., Section 104.2.4, by continued work after 
the issuance of said Stop Order; 

 
 2. Forfeiting an appeal under Section 2.06(C) above 

of this Building Code by initiating work in 
violation of the Board's decision or prior to the 
Board's decision; 

 
 3. Causing or permitting the unauthorized or prohib-

ited transfer or assignment of a valid registra-
tion, or providing false, misleading or inaccurate 
information when applying for registration; or 

 
 4. Being convicted in Municipal Court of two (2) 

violations of any of the provisions of this 
Building Code committed within a period of twelve 
(12) consecutive months provided, however, that 
remedy of the violation within twenty (20) days of 
a Stop Order shall cause the waiver of any 
conviction for the original violation for the 
purpose of this subsection. 

 
 Such suspension of registration shall be for a time not 

to exceed six (6) months.  After expiration of such 
period of time as the Board shall have designated, and 
after payment of any outstanding fines and the routine 
renewal fee if it has become due in the interim, the 
suspended registration shall again become valid and 
effective for the balance of its time until expiration 
or a subsequent suspension or revocation. 

 
 
 Further, Article IV is hereby amended by the amendment 
of Section 4.01, Subsection (I), so that hereafter said 
subsection shall be and read as follows: 
 
I. Exemption for Owner.  Except for permits required by 

Article VIII below, no such registration procedure 
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shall be required for minor alteration or repair work 
to be performed on an existing structure when the 
person performing the alteration or repair work is the 
owner of the structure, and is not assisted by any 
other person for remuneration.  A homeowner may 
construct an addition to a residential structure of 
legal residence.  Minor accessory structures such as 
storage buildings (not exceeding 320 square feet in 
area) and fences may be constructed by the owner of a 
property without registration.  The Owner shall be 
automatically termed a Registrant for the purposes of 
such a project without registration.  Notwithstanding 
such relief from registration, all requirements for 
permits for the work and all other applicable 
provisions of this Building Code shall remain in force. 

 
 
 Further, Article IV is hereby amended by the amendment 
of Section 4.05, Building Permits Issued, Subsection (A), so 
that hereafter said subsection shall be and read as follows: 
 
Section 4.05 Building Permits Issued 
 
A. The application, plans and specifications filed by an 

applicant for a permit shall be reviewed by the 
Building Official.  Such plans may also be reviewed by 
other departments of the City of Arlington to check 
compliance with the laws and ordinances under their 
jurisdiction, including but not limited to review by 
the Engineering Services, Utilities, Fire, Health, City 
Arborist and the Transportation Department of the City 
of Arlington to ensure compliance with the Traffic 
Study Provisions adopted by resolution of the City 
Council of said City.  If the Building Official finds 
that the work described in an application for permit 
and the plans filed therewith conform to the 
requirements of this Building Code and other pertinent 
laws and that the permit fee has been paid, a permit 
shall be issued, however, except by specific approval 
by the Building Official or an authorized representa-
tive, a permit shall not be issued in a development 
where the construction of streets, drainage, water, 
sewer and other such facilities have not been completed 
and accepted by the City of Arlington. 
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 Further, Article IV is hereby amended by the amendment 
of Section 4.06, Validity of Permit, so that hereafter said 
section shall be and read as follows: 
 
Section 4.06 Validity of Permit 
 
 The issuance or granting of a permit or acceptance of 
plans and specifications shall not be construed to be a 
permit for, or an approval of, any violation of any of the 
provisions of this Building Code or any other applicable 
law.  No permit presuming to give authority to violate or 
cancel the provisions of this Building Code shall be valid, 
except as the work or use, which it authorizes, is lawful.  
 
 The issuance of a permit based upon plans and 
specifications shall not prevent the Building Official from 
thereafter requiring the correction of errors in said plans 
and specifications or from preventing building operations 
being carried on thereunder when in violation of this 
Building Code or of any other chapter of the Code of the 
City of Arlington. 
 
 In the event a court of competent jurisdiction 
determines that lawfully filed deed restrictions or lawfully 
filed real property restrictive covenants on single family 
residential property within the City of Arlington would be 
violated by the construction that is the subject of the 
permit, such court may restrain or enjoin the Building 
Official from issuing the building permit for a period not 
to exceed sixty (60) days. 
 
 
 Further, Article IV is hereby amended by the amendment 
of Section 4.14, Certificate of Occupancy, Subsection (C), 
so that hereafter said subsection shall be and read as 
follows: 
 
C. Certificate Issued.  The Building Official shall issue 

a Certificate of Occupancy upon a finding that the 
premises complies with the Building Code and provisions 
of the "Zoning" Chapter of the Code of the City of Ar-
lington.  For new structures or when the occupant is of 
a different character of occupancy or use from the 
previous certificate holder, the Building Inspections 
Division shall make an inspection.  Where no change in 
character of occupancy is proposed for a structure 
previously granted a Certificate of Occupancy, no 
inspection is necessary unless specifically required by 
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the Building Official.  In the event that a tenant 
space is being altered, enlarged or reduced in size, or 
if the Building Official believes that the previous 
tenant altered the space without benefit of permits, an 
inspection may be required prior to the occupancy.  
Other City departments may require inspections prior to 
the granting of a Certificate of Occupancy. 

 
 The Certificate of Occupancy shall contain: 
 
 1. The address of the building; 
 
 2. The name, address and telephone number of the 

occupant of said premises, building or structure; 
 
 3. The allowable use for which the certificate is 

issued; 
 
 4. The zoning district in which the use is located; 

and 
 
 5. Any conditions of the granting of the certificate. 
 
 
 Further, Article VI, Prefabricated or Modular 
Buildings, is hereby amended by the amendment of Section 
6.01, General, so that hereafter said section shall be and 
read as follows: 
 
Section 6.01 General 
 
 All modular buildings shall comply with V.A.C.S., 
Article 5221f-1, "Industrialized Housing and Buildings". 
 
 All modular buildings shall have submitted for approval 
by the applicant a building permit request along with all 
plans and specifications deemed necessary by the Building 
Official.  Such plans shall bear the stamp of a design 
review agency approved by the State of Texas.  The Building 
Official shall review such plans for compliance with all 
applicable laws.  Further, each modular component shall bear 
the decal of the Texas Department of Labor and Standards. 
 
 
 Further, Article VII, Signs, is hereby amended by the 
amendment of Section 7.05, Unlawful Signs, Subsection (A), 
so that hereafter said subsection shall be and read as 
follows: 
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Section 7.05 Unlawful Signs 
 
A. A sign, which is installed, erected or constructed in 

violation of any Chapter of the Code of the City of 
Arlington, is hereby declared to be a nuisance. 

 
 
 Further, Article VII is hereby amended by the amendment 
of Section 7.07, Structural Requirements, at Subsection 
(C)(1), so that hereafter said subsection shall be and read 
as follows: 
 
 (1) In any sign construction, the allowable working 

stresses shall conform to the requirements of 
U.B.C., Section 1613. 

 
 
 Further, Article XIII, Outdoor Festivals, is hereby 
amended by the amendment of Section 13.03, Application for 
Permit, Subsection (C)(8), so that hereafter said subsection 
shall be and read as follows: 
 
 8. A detailed statement describing the promoter's 

preparations for the event designed to comply with 
the minimum standards of sanitation and health 
required by Health and Safety Code, Chapter 341; 

 
 
 Further, Article XIII is hereby amended by the 
amendment of Section 13.04, Reports, Subsection (B), so that 
hereafter said subsection shall be and read as follows: 
 
B. The departments listed in Subsection (A) above shall 

make a written report to the Building Official.  The 
report shall state whether the preparations described 
in the application, if carried out, would be sufficient 
to protect the community and the persons attending the 
outdoor festival from health dangers, public safety and 
traffic control hazards, and to avoid violations of 
Health and Safety Code, Chapter 341. 

 
 
 Further, Article XIII is hereby amended by the 
amendment of Section 13.06, Denial of Permit; Grounds, 
Subsection (A)(3), so that hereafter said subsection shall 
be and read as follows: 
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 3. The preparations specified in the application are 
insufficient to protect the community or the 
persons attending the event from health dangers or 
to avoid violations of Health and Safety Code, 
Chapter 341; 

 
 
 Further, Article XVI, Life Safety Requirements for 
Existing Buildings, is hereby amended by the deletion of 
Article XVI and the renumbering of the remaining Articles. 
 
 
 Further, Article XVII is hereby amended by the 
amendment of Section 17.02, Dangerous Building Defined, 
Subsection (T), so that hereafter said subsection shall be 
and read as follows: 
 
T. When a building which is partially constructed, has not 

had any significant construction work done on it in the 
preceding six (6) months, and all building materials 
and construction equipment and tools have neither been 
removed from the construction site nor secured at the 
site to prevent their use by children; their theft; 
their deterioration; their vandalism; or their 
harborage of rodents or insects. 

 
 
 Further, Article XVIII, Accessibility, is hereby 
deleted. 
 
 

2. 
 

 Any person, firm, corporation, agent or employee 
thereof who violates any of the provisions of this ordinance 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 
shall be fined an amount not to exceed Two Thousand and 
No/100 Dollars ($2,000) for each offense.  Each day that a 
violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a separate 
offense. 

3. 
 

 This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be 
cumulative of all other ordinances of the City of Arlington, 
and this ordinance shall not operate to repeal or affect any 
of such other ordinances except insofar as the provisions 
thereof might be inconsistent or in conflict with the provi-
sions of this ordinance, in which event such conflicting 
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provisions, if any, in such other ordinance or ordinances 
are hereby repealed. 

4. 
 

 If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase 
of this ordinance is for any reason held to be unconstitu-
tional, such holding shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this ordinance. 
 

5. 
 

 All of the regulations provided in this ordinance are 
hereby declared to be governmental and for the health, 
safety and welfare of the general public.  Any member of the 
City Council or any City official or employee charged with 
the enforcement of this ordinance, acting for the City of 
Arlington in the discharge of his/her duties, shall not 
thereby render himself/herself personally liable; and he/she 
is hereby relieved from all personal liability for any 
damage that might accrue to persons or property as a result 
of any act required or permitted in the discharge of his/her 
said duties. 

6. 
 
 Any violation of this ordinance can be enjoined by a 
suit filed in the name of the City of Arlington in a court 
of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in 
addition to any penal provision in this ordinance or in the 
Code of the City of Arlington. 
 

7. 
 

 The caption and penalty clause of this ordinance shall 
be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the 
City of Arlington, in compliance with the provisions of 
Article VII, Section 15, of the City Charter.  Further, this 
ordinance may be published in pamphlet form and shall be 
admissible in such form in any court, as provided by law. 
 

8. 
 

 This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days af-
ter first publication as described above. 
 
 
PRESENTED AND GIVEN FIRST READING on the 20th day of 
October, 1998, at a regular meeting of the City Council of 
the City of Arlington, Texas; and GIVEN SECOND READING, 

(43) 



passed and approved on the 27th day of October, 1998, by a 
vote of 9 ayes and 0 nays at a regular meeting of the City 
Council of the City of Arlington, Texas. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 98-146 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE "CONSTRUCTION" 
CHAPTER OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 
ARLINGTON, TEXAS, 1987, THROUGH THE 
AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE XIII, ENTITLED 
OUTDOOR FESTIVALS, BY THE AMENDMENT OF 
SECTION 13.03, APPLICATION FOR PERMIT, 
SUBSECTION (B), RELATIVE TO FAILURE TO 
TIMELY FILE; BY THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 
13.03, SUBSECTION (C), RELATIVE TO 
ADDITIONAL SUBMISSIONS THE BUILDING 
OFFICIAL MAY REQUIRE; BY THE AMENDMENT 
OF SECTION 13.03, BY THE DELETION OF 
SUBSECTION (D), AND THE RELETTERING OF 
THE REMAINING SUBSECTION; BY THE 
AMENDMENT OF SECTION 13.04, REPORTS, 
RELATIVE TO WHICH CITY DEPARTMENTS 
RECEIVE NOTICE OF FILING OF PERMIT 
APPLICATION; BY THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 
13.05, CONDITIONS FOR PERMIT, SUBSECTION 
(A), RELATIVE TO RESTRICTIONS IMPOSED ON 
THE PERMITTEE; BY THE AMENDMENT OF 
SECTION 13.05, SUBSECTION (B), RELATIVE 
TO INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS; BY THE 
AMENDMENT OF SECTION 13.05, SUBSECTION 
(C), RELATIVE TO BOND REQUIREMENTS; BY 
THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 13.06, DENIAL 
OF PERMIT; GROUNDS, SUBSECTION (A)(3), 
RELATIVE TO UPDATING THE REFERENCE TO 
STATUTE; BY THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 
13.06 BY THE DELETION OF SUBSECTION 
(A)(10) AND THE ADDITION OF NEW 
SUBSECTIONS (A)(10), (A)(11) AND (A)(12) 
RELATIVE TO REMOVING AND ADDING GROUNDS 
FOR DENIAL; BY THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 
13.07, REVOCATION OF PERMIT, RELATIVE TO 
EMPOWERING CERTAIN CITY OFFICIALS TO 
REVOKE A PERMIT AFTER NOTICE; BY THE 
AMENDMENT OF SECTION 13.09, PERMIT 
POSTING, RELATIVE TO THE LOCATION AND 
CONTENT OF THE POSTING; BY THE ADDITION 
OF SECTION 13.11, PENALTY, RELATIVE TO 
THE PROVISION OF A FINE OF UP TO $2,000 
FOR EACH OFFENSE IN VIOLATION OF THE 
ORDINANCE; PROVIDING THIS ORDINANCE BE 
CUMULATIVE; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
PROVIDING FOR GOVERNMENTAL IMMUNITY; 



PROVIDING FOR INJUNCTIONS; PROVIDING FOR 
PUBLICATION AND BECOMING EFFECTIVE TEN 
DAYS AFTER FIRST PUBLICATION 

 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARLINGTON, 
TEXAS: 

1. 
 
 That the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the City 
of Arlington, Texas, 1987, is hereby amended through the 
amendment of Article XIII, Outdoor Festivals, by the 
amendment of Section 13.03, Application for Permit, 
Subsection (B), so that hereafter said subsection shall be 
and read as follows: 
 
B. The original application must be filed at least sixty 

(60) days before the day the event is to be held.  
Failure to meet the filing requirement may result in 
denial of the application.  This requirement may be 
waived by the Building Official if all other conditions 
of this Article are met. 

 
 
 Further, Article XIII is hereby amended by the 
amendment of Section 13.03, Subsection (C), so that 
hereafter said subsection shall be and read as follows: 
 
C. The Building Official may require submittal of the 

following: 
 
 1. The name, telephone numbers and address of the 

promoter and the names, addresses, and telephone 
numbers of all associates and employees of the 
promoter assisting in the promotion of the event; 

 
 2. A financial statement of the promoter and a 

statement specifying from whom capital for the 
event is being supplied and in what amounts; 

 
 3. A description and the address of the premises 

where the event is to be held; 
 
 4. The name and address of the owner of the premises 

where the event is to be held and a statement 
describing the terms and conditions of the 
agreement whereby the promoter is authorized to 
use the land; 
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 5. A letter from the owner(s) of the premises 
acknowledging responsibility for cleaning up the 
property and surrounding rights-of-way as may be 
applicable, including charges assessed by the City 
for expenses incurred by the City of Arlington.  A 
bond for clean up may be required by the City of 
Arlington.  The owner shall provide an address and 
telephone numbers where he or she may be 
contacted. 

 
 6. The dates and times that the event is to be held; 
 
 7. The maximum number of persons that the promoter 

will allow to attend the event and a statement 
showing how the promoter plans to control the 
number of persons in attendance at the event.  A 
security plan may be required by the Police 
Department and the posting of a bond to ensure 
adequate security staffing for the event; 

 
 8. A description of the promoter's agreements with 

the performers who are scheduled to appear at the 
event;  

 
 9. A detailed statement describing the promoter's 

preparations for the event designed to comply with 
the minimum standards of sanitation and health 
protection measures required by V.T.C.A., Health 
and Safety Code, Section 341, to include but not 
be limited to restrooms, gratis drinking water and 
shade structures as determined by the Health 
Department.  In addition, provisions for emergency 
medical and health care services may be required 
by the City; 

 
 10. A detailed statement describing the promoter's 

preparations for the event designed to comply with 
the standards for a Certificate of Occupancy and 
all other requirements of the applicable Chapters 
of the Code of the City of Arlington, including 
but not limited to the provisions of the "Fire 
Code" and "Zoning" Chapters of said Code; and 

 
 11. A complete listing of similar events the applicant 

has promoted in the past three (3) years, 
including the date, time and location of each. 

 
 EXCEPTION:  Events which have an expected attendance of 

fewer than 1,000 persons and which are to take place at 
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a location for which a Certificate of Occupancy has 
been granted for entertainment uses shall not be 
required to submit 1, 2, 4, 8, 9, 10 and 11 above. 

 
 
 Further, Article XIII is hereby amended by the deletion 
of Section 13.03, Subsection (D) and the relettering of the 
remaining subsection. 
 
 
 Further, Article XIII is hereby amended by the 
amendment of Section 13.04, Reports, so that hereafter said 
section shall be and read as follows: 
 
A. Upon the filing of an application for a permit under 

this Article, the Building Official shall forward a 
copy of said application to the Arlington Health, 
Police, Fire and Transportation Departments. 

 
B. The departments listed in Subsection (A) above shall 

make a written report to the Building Official.  The 
report shall state whether the preparations described 
in the application, if carried out, would be sufficient 
to protect the community and the persons attending the 
outdoor festival from health dangers, public safety and 
traffic control hazards, and to avoid violations of 
V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code, Section 341. 

 
 
 Further, Article XIII is hereby amended by the 
amendment of Section 13.05, Conditions for Permit, 
Subsection (A), so that hereafter said subsection shall be 
and read as follows: 
 
A. Restrictions on fires; fireworks; amplified sound; the 

use of alcoholic beverages; dancing; sports; the use of 
animals, equipment or vehicles; the number of persons 
to be present; the location of any bandstand or stage; 
or any other activity which appears likely to create a 
risk of unreasonable harm to the public; 

 
 
 Further, Article XIII is hereby amended by the 
amendment of Section 13.05, Subsection (B), so that 
hereafter said subsection shall be and read as follows: 
 
B. A requirement that the applicant carry a minimum of 

$500,000 per occurrence in commercial general liability 
insurance naming the City of Arlington, their officers, 
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agents, and employees as additional insured for claims 
occurring in City rights-of-way.  The applicant shall 
also pay a reasonable deposit of Security or provide a 
bond for the repair of any damage to City of Arlington 
property, the cost of cleanup, or both when so 
determined by the City; 

 
 
 Further, Article XIII is hereby amended by the 
amendment of Section 13.05, Subsection (C), so that 
hereafter said subsection shall be and read as follows: 
 
C. A requirement that the applicant pay a reasonable fee 

or provide a bond to defray the cost of furnishing 
adequate forces for security and traffic control by the 
Arlington Police Department at the proposed use or 
activity.  The amount of fees or bonds are to be 
determined by the Police Department; and 

 
 
 Further, Article XIII is hereby amended by the 
amendment of Section 13.06, Denial of Permit; Grounds, 
Subsection (A)(3), so that hereafter said subsection shall 
be and read as follows: 
 
 3. The preparations specified in the application are 

insufficient to protect the community or the 
persons attending the event from health dangers or 
to avoid violations of V.T.C.A., Health and Safety 
Code, Section 341; 

 
 
 Further, Article XIII is hereby amended by the 
amendment of Section 13.06, by the deletion of Subsection 
(A)(10) and the addition of new Subsections (A)(10), (A)(11) 
and (A)(12), so that hereafter said subsections shall be and 
read as follows: 
 
 10. The proposed event would conflict with another 

event regulated by this article. 
 
 11. The applicant has failed to pay past fees 

associated with an Outdoor Festival. 
 
 12. The applicant has committed two or more violations 

of a provision of this article within the previous 
14 months. 
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 Further, Article XIII is hereby amended by the 
amendment of Section 13.07, Revocation of Permit, so that 
hereafter said section shall be and read as follows: 
 
Section 13.07 Revocation of Permit
 
 At any time the Building Official, or official of the 
Police, Fire, or Health Departments may, after notice to the 
promoter, revoke the permit on a finding that the 
preparations for the event will not be carried out as stated 
in the application or the conditions imposed by the permit 
will not be met. 
 
 
 Further, Article XIII is hereby amended by the 
amendment of Section 13.09, Permit Posting, so that 
hereafter said section shall be and read as follows: 
 
Section 13.09 Permit Posting
 
 Permits required by this Article shall be publicly 
posted in the area where the activity is conducted or 
produced and shall be exhibited upon demand to any law 
enforcement officer or City ordinance enforcement official.  
The posted permit shall have emergency contact information 
for the person(s) responsible for the operation of the 
event. 
 
 
 Further, Article XIII is hereby amended by the addition 
of Section 13.11, Penalty, so that hereafter said section 
shall be and read as follows: 
 
Section 13.11 Penalty
 
 Any person, firm, corporation, agent or employee 
thereof who violates any of the provisions of this ordinance 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 
shall be fined an amount not to exceed Two Thousand and 
No/100 Dollars ($2,000) for each offense.  Each day that a 
violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a separate 
offense. 
 

2. 
 

 This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be 
cumulative of all other ordinances of the City of Arlington, 
and this ordinance shall not operate to repeal or affect any 
of such other ordinances except insofar as the provisions 
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thereof might be inconsistent or in conflict with the provi-
sions of this ordinance, in which event such conflicting 
provisions, if any, in such other ordinance or ordinances 
are hereby repealed. 

3. 
 

 If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase 
of this ordinance is for any reason held to be unconstitu-
tional, such holding shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this ordinance. 
 

4. 
 

 All of the regulations provided in this ordinance are 
hereby declared to be governmental and for the health, 
safety and welfare of the general public.  Any member of the 
City Council or any City official or employee charged with 
the enforcement of this ordinance, acting for the City of 
Arlington in the discharge of his/her duties, shall not 
thereby render himself/herself personally liable; and he/she 
is hereby relieved from all personal liability for any 
damage that might accrue to persons or property as a result 
of any act required or permitted in the discharge of his/her 
said duties. 

5. 
 
 Any violation of this ordinance can be enjoined by a 
suit filed in the name of the City of Arlington in a court 
of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in 
addition to any penal provision in this ordinance or in the 
Code of the City of Arlington. 
 

6. 
 

 The caption and penalty clause of this ordinance shall 
be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the 
City of Arlington, in compliance with the provisions of 
Article VII, Section 15, of the City Charter.  Further, this 
ordinance may be published in pamphlet form and shall be 
admissible in such form in any court, as provided by law. 
 

7. 
 

 This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days af-
ter first publication as described above. 
 
 
PRESENTED AND GIVEN FIRST READING on the 3rd day of 
November, 1998, at a regular meeting of the City Council of 
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the City of Arlington, Texas; and GIVEN SECOND READING, 
passed and approved on the 11th day of November, 1998, by a 
vote of 8 ayes and 0 nays at a regular meeting of the City 
Council of the City of Arlington, Texas. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 99-42 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE "CONSTRUCTION" 
CHAPTER OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 
ARLINGTON, TEXAS, 1987, THROUGH THE 
AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE I, ENTITLED 
BUILDING CODE, BY THE AMENDMENT OF 
SECTION 1.04, ENTITLED AMENDMENTS, 
ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS, BY THE ADDITION 
OF SUBSECTION (C)(57), AMENDING SECTION 
1006.3.3.1 OF THE UNIFORM BUILDING CODE, 
1997 EDITION; THROUGH THE REPEAL OF THE 
EXISTING ARTICLE XVI AND THE ADOPTION OF 
A NEW ARTICLE XVI, ENTITLED DANGEROUS 
BUILDINGS, ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES TO 
MEET THE REQUIREMENTS OF CURRENT 
ENABLING STATE LAW; BY THE ADDITION OF 
ARTICLE XVII, ENTITLED ADDITIONAL 
AUTHORITY TO SECURE BUILDING, 
ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES TO MEET THE 
REQUIREMENTS OF CURRENT ENABLING STATE 
LAW; BY THE ADDITION OF ARTICLE XVIII, 
ENTITLED PERFORMANCE OF WORK AND 
RECOVERY OF COST, TRANSFERRING SAID 
PROVISIONS OUT OF THE “UNIFORM HOUSING” 
CHAPTER AND INTO THIS “CONSTRUCTION” 
CHAPTER TO COMPLETE THE PROCEDURES IN 
CONFORMANCE WITH STATE LAW; PROVIDING 
FOR A FINE OF UP TO $2,000 FOR EACH 
OFFENSE IN VIOLATION OF THE ORDINANCE; 
PROVIDING THIS ORDINANCE BE CUMULATIVE; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING 
FOR GOVERNMENTAL IMMUNITY; PROVIDING FOR 
INJUNCTIONS; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION 
AND BECOMING EFFECTIVE TEN DAYS AFTER 
FIRST PUBLICATION 

 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARLINGTON, 
TEXAS: 

1. 
 
 That the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the City 
of Arlington, Texas, 1987, is hereby amended through the 
amendment of Article I, Building Code, by the amendment of 
Section 1.04, Amendments, Additions and Deletions, by the 
addition of Subsection (C)(57), so that hereafter said 
subsection shall be and read as follows: 
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 (57) The amendment of Section 1006.3.3.1; entitled 
General, to read as follows: 

 
  1006.3.3.1  General.  Exterior exit stairways 

serving as a portion of the exist discharge in the 
means of egress system shall comply with the 
requirements of Section 1006.3.3.  An exterior 
exit stairway serves as an exit discharge 
component in a means of egress system and is open 
on not less than two sides, except for required 
structural columns and open-type handrails and 
guardrails.  The adjoining open areas shall be 
either yards, exit courts or public ways; the 
remaining sides may be enclosed by the exterior 
walls of the building.  Any stairway not meeting 
the definition of an exterior stairway shall 
comply with the requirements for interior 
stairways. 

 
 
 Further, Article XVI, Dangerous Buildings, is hereby 
amended through the repeal of the existing Article XVI and 
the adoption of a new Article XVI, so that hereafter said 
Article shall be and read as follows: 
 
 

ARTICLE XVI 
 

DANGEROUS BUILDINGS 
 
 
Section 16.01 Authority
 
 This article is adopted pursuant to the authority 
provided by Chapter 214, Subchapter A, of the Local 
Government Code, entitled “Dangerous Structures”, and any 
successor statutes. 
 
 
Section 16.02 Building Official Defined
 
 “Building Official”, as used in this Article, shall 
mean the Director of Community Development or his designee. 
 
 
Section 16.03 Dangerous Building Defined
 
A. Section 302 of the 1994 edition of the Uniform Code for 

the Abatement of Dangerous Buildings, as published by 
the International Conference of Building Officials, is 
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hereby adopted but modified and amended by the 
following, so that Section 302, entitled "Dangerous 
Buildings," shall read as follows: 

 
 Any building or structure which has defects or 

conditions described herein is a dangerous building, 
provided that such condition or defects exist to the 
extent that the life, health, property or safety of the 
public or its occupants are endangered: 

 
 1. When any door, aisle, passageway, stairway or 

other means of exit is not of sufficient width or 
size or is not so arranged as to provide safe and 
adequate means of exit in case of fire or panic; 

 
 2. When the walking surface of any aisle, passageway, 

stairway or other means of exit is warped, worn, 
loose, torn or otherwise unsafe so that it would 
not provide safe and adequate means of exit in 
case of fire or panic; 

 
 3. When the stress in any materials, member or 

portion thereof, due to all dead and live loads, 
is more than one and one half (1 1/2) times the 
working stress or stresses allowed in the Building 
Code for new buildings of similar structure, pur-
pose or location; 

 
 4. When any portion has been damaged by fire, 

earthquake, wind, flood or by any other cause, to 
such an extent that the structural strength or 
stability thereof is materially less than it was 
before such catastrophe and is less than the 
minimum requirements of the Building Code for a 
newly constructed building of like area, height 
and occupancy; 

 
 5. When any portion or member or appurtenance is 

likely to fail, or to become detached or 
dislodged, or to collapse and thereby injure 
persons or damage property; 

 
 6. When any portion of the building, or when any 

member, appurtenance or ornamentation on its 
exterior is not of sufficient strength or 
stability, or is not anchored, attached or 
fastened in place so as to be capable of resisting 
a wind pressure of one half (1/2) of that 
specified in the Building Code for a newly 
constructed building of like area, height and 
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occupancy, without exceeding the working stresses 
permitted in the Building Code for such buildings; 

 
 7. When any portion has wracked, warped, buckled or 

settled to such an extent that walls or other 
structural portions have materially less 
resistance to winds or earthquakes than is 
required in the case of similar new construction; 

 
 8. When the building or any portion thereof is likely 

to partially or completely collapse because of: 
 
  a. Dilapidation, deterioration or decay; 
 
  b. Faulty construction; 
 
  c. The removal, movement or instability of any 

portion of the ground necessary for the 
purpose of supporting such building; 

 
  d. The deterioration, decay or inadequacy of its 

foundation; or 
 
  e. Any other cause; 
 
 9. When, for any reason, the building or any portion 

thereof is manifestly unsafe for the purpose for 
which it is being used; 

 
 10. When the exterior walls or other vertical 

structural members list, lean or buckle to such an 
extent that a plumb line passing through the 
center of gravity does not fall inside the middle 
one third of the base; 

 
 11. When the building, exclusive of the foundation, 

shows thirty-three percent (33%) or more damage or 
deterioration of its supporting member or members, 
or fifty percent (50%) damage or deterioration of 
its nonsupporting members, enclosing or outside 
walls or coverings; 

 
 12. If the building was constructed or is maintained 

in violation of any specific requirement or 
prohibition applicable to such building provided 
by the Building Code, or of any law or ordinance 
of this state or City relating to the condition, 
location or structure of buildings; 
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 13. If the building has in any nonsupporting part, 
member or portion less than fifty percent (50%), 
or in any supporting part, member or portion less 
than sixty-six percent (66%) of the strength, 
fire-resisting qualities or characteristics, or 
weather-resisting qualities or characteristics 
required by law for a newly constructed building 
of like area, height and occupancy; 

 
 14. If the building is used or intended to be used for 

dwelling purposes, and because of inadequate 
maintenance, dilapidation, decay, damage, faulty 
construction or arrangement, inadequate light, air 
or sanitation facilities, or otherwise, is 
determined by the Building Official or an 
authorized representative to be unsanitary, unfit 
for human habitation or in such a condition that 
is likely to cause sickness or disease; 

 
 15. If the building, because of obsolescence, 

dilapidated condition, deterioration, damage, 
inadequate exits, lack of sufficient fire-
resistive construction, faulty electric wiring, 
gas connections or heating apparatus, or other 
cause, is determined by the Building Official or 
an authorized representative to be a fire hazard; 

 
 16. When any portion of an abandoned building or 

structure remains on a site after the demolition 
or destruction of the building or structure; 

 
 17. When the building or its curtilage contains 

accumulations of litter; refuse; garbage; rubbish; 
junk; animal carcasses; decaying flesh, fish, 
fowls or vegetables; stagnant water or other 
stagnant liquid; flammable liquids; slops; trash; 
or other deposits or substances, which are 
unwholesome, filthy, unsightly, offensive or 
unsanitary; likely to create or engender disease; 
likely to harbor insects or rodents; or likely to 
pollute storm water; 

 
 18. When a building which is partially constructed has 

not had any significant construction work done on 
it in the preceding six (6) months, and it is not 
secured by a fence or other means to prevent 
children and vagrants from entering the building; 
or 
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 19. When a building which is partially constructed has 
not had any significant construction work done on 
it in the preceding six (6) months, and all 
building materials and construction equipment and 
tools have neither been removed from the 
construction site nor secured at the site to 
prevent their use by children; their theft; their 
deterioration; their vandalism; or their harborage 
of rodents or insects. 

 
B. Any building or structure is a dangerous building when 

it is unsafe, unsanitary, substandard (as defined in 
Section 1001, of the “Uniform Housing” Chapter of the 
Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 1987), unfit for 
human habitation, not provided with adequate egress, or 
which constitutes a fire hazard, otherwise dangerous to 
human life or which constitutes a hazard to the safety, 
health or welfare of the public or its occupants, for 
any reason or by reason of inadequate maintenance, 
dilapidation, obsolescence, or abandonment. 

 
C. Any building or structure is a dangerous building, 

regardless of its structural condition,  
 
 1. When unoccupied by its owners, lessees, or other 

invitees and unsecured from unauthorized entry to 
the extent that it could be entered or used by 
vagrants or other uninvited persons as a place of 
harborage or could be entered or used by children, 
or 

 
 2. When boarded up, fenced or otherwise secured in 

any manner if the means used to secure the 
building or structure are inadequate to prevent 
unauthorized entry or use by vagrants or other 
uninvited persons as a place of harborage, or to 
prevent entry or use by children, or 

 
 3. When boarded up, fenced or otherwise secured in 

any manner if the building or structure 
constitutes a danger to the public even though 
secured from entry. 

 
Section 16.04 Commencement of Hearing
 
A. Hearing.  The Building Official may schedule a hearing 

before the Housing Advisory and Appeals Board (the 
“Board”) to determine whether a building or structure 
is a dangerous building and, if so, whether it shall be 
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vacated, secured, repaired, removed, and/or demolished, 
or any occupants relocated. 

 
B. Scheduling of Hearing.  The Building Official may 

schedule the public hearing as follows:   
 
 1. When the Building Official has inspected or caused 

to be inspected any building or structure, other 
than an owner-occupied, single family dwelling, 
and has determined that such building is a 
dangerous building, he shall report this 
determination to the local historic preservation 
board for review of the building pursuant to § 
214.00111, Texas Local Government Code, or any 
successor statute.  After receipt of a written 
report from such board determining that the 
building may not be rehabilitated and designated 
as historic property, he may schedule a hearing 
before the Board; or 

 
 2. When the Building Official has inspected or caused 

to be inspected any owner-occupied, single family 
dwelling and has determined that such building is 
a dangerous building, he may schedule a hearing 
before the Board. 

 
C. Issuance of Notice.   
 
 1. The Building Official shall issue a notice of 

hearing to each owner of the building and to each 
mortgagee and lienholder of the building and of 
the property on which it is located, as known by 
the city and as shown by search of the following 
records: 

 
  a. Official Public Records of Real Property in 

Tarrant County, specifically in the Tarrant 
County Clerk’s Office; 

 
  b. Appraisal district records for the appraisal 

district in which the building is located; 
 
  c. Records of the Texas Secretary of State; 
 
  d. Assumed name records for Tarrant County; 
 
  e. Tax records of the City of Arlington; and 
 
  f. Utility records for the City of Arlington. 
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 2. The Building Official shall issue notice of 
hearing to all unknown owners, if any, by posting 
the notice as described in Section 16.04(E)(1). 

 
D. Contents of Notice.  The notice shall contain: 
 
 1. The street address or legal description of the 

building; 
 
 2. A statement that the Building Official has found 

the building to be dangerous, and a brief 
description of the conditions found to render the 
building dangerous under the provisions of Section 
16.03; 

 
 3. A statement specifying the date, time and place of 

the hearing; and 
 
 4. A statement that the owner, lienholder, or 

mortgagee will be afforded an opportunity to 
comment at the hearing and will be required to 
submit at the hearing proof of the scope of any 
work that may be required to comply with the 
minimum standards set out in city ordinance and 
the time it will take to reasonably perform the 
work. 

 
E. Service of Notice. 
 
 1. Notice of the hearing shall be given by certified 

mail, return receipt requested, or by personal 
service.  If the address of any person entitled to 
notice cannot be ascertained, or if service cannot 
be made by mail or in person after a reasonable 
attempt, and for all unknown owners, service shall 
be made by posting a copy of the notice on the 
front door of each improvement situated on the 
affected property or as close to the front door as 
practicable. 

 
 2. The notice shall be mailed and/or posted before 

the tenth (10th) day before the date of the 
hearing.  Service by certified mail shall be 
effective on the date of mailing. 

 
 3. Proof of personal service shall be certified at 

the time of service by a written declaration 
executed by the person effecting service, 
declaring the date, time and manner in which 
service was made.  The declaration, together with 
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any receipt card returned in acknowledgment of 
receipt by certified mail shall be affixed to the 
copy of the notice retained by the Building 
Official. 

 
 4. Notice of the hearing may be filed in the Official 

Public Records of Real Property in Tarrant County, 
specifically in the Tarrant County Clerk’s Office.  
The notice shall contain: 

 
  a. the name and address of the owner of the 

affected property if that information can be 
determined; 

 
  b. a legal description of the affected property; 

and 
 
  c. a description of the hearing. 
 
  The filing of the notice is binding on subsequent 

grantees, lienholders, or other transferees of an 
interest in the property who acquire such interest 
after filing of the notice, and constitutes notice 
of the hearing on any subsequent recipient of any 
interest in the property who acquires such 
interest after the filing of the notice. 

 
 
Section 16.05 Conduct of Hearing
 
A. Failure to Appear.  If the owner of the building fails 

to appear at the hearing after being duly served, the 
Board shall conduct the hearing as if the owner 
personally appeared. 

 
B. Subpoena Power.  Witnesses may be subpoenaed in 

accordance with the procedures set forth in Article XI 
of the "Administration" Chapter. 

 
C. Quorum.  A majority of the members of the Board shall 

constitute a quorum for the purposes of holding a 
hearing, and an affirmative vote by three (3) members 
of the Board shall be required for the rendering of 
decisions or the issuance of orders authorized under 
this article. 

 
D. Procedure.  The Board shall be authorized to establish 

rules and regulations for the conduct of hearings, if 
such are consistent with this article and state law. 
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E. Decisions and Orders.   
 
 1. After all evidence has been presented at the 

hearing, the Board shall determine whether the 
building or structure is a dangerous building.  If 
more than one (1) building is located on a 
property and is the subject of the hearing, the 
Board shall make a separate determination for each 
building. 

 
 2. The Board shall enter orders as set forth below: 
 
  a. If the building or structure is declared a 

dangerous building under Section 16.03, 
except Subsections (A)(16), (A)(17), (A)(18) 
and (A)(19), the Board shall order the owner, 
at his option, to repair, remove or demolish 
the building.  The Board shall specify a 
reasonable period of time for the owner to do 
so. 

 
  b. If the building or structure is declared a 

dangerous building under Subsection 
16.03(A)(16), the Board shall order the owner 
to remove or demolish the building, and shall 
specify a reasonable period of time for the 
owner to do so. 

 
  c. If the building or structure is declared a 

dangerous building under Subsection 
16.03(A)(17), the Board shall order the owner 
to remove the accumulated matter, and shall 
specify a reasonable period of time for the 
owner to do so. 

 
  d. If the building or structure is declared a 

dangerous building under Subsection 
16.03(A)(18), the Board shall order the 
owner, at his option, to secure, demolish or 
remove the building, and shall specify a 
reasonable period of time for the owner to do 
so. 

 
  e. If the building or structure is declared a 

dangerous building under Subsection 
16.03(A)(19), the Board shall order the 
owner, at his option, to secure or remove all 
building materials, equipment and tools, and 
shall specify a reasonable period of time for 
the owner to do so. 
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  f. If the building or structure is declared a 
dangerous building under Section 16.03, the 
Board shall order the owner to secure the 
building, and shall specify a reasonable 
period of time for the owner to do so.  If 
the owner fails to properly secure the 
building as ordered, the Building Official 
may secure the building under Article XVII of 
this code, assessing expenses and placing 
liens against the property as authorized by 
Section 16.09. 

 
 3. If necessary to protect the health, safety and 

welfare of the building's occupants, the Board 
shall order the building vacated.  If the 
condition of the building is due  to neglect or to 
intentional or negligent acts by the owner, the 
Board shall order the owner to relocate the 
occupants at his reasonable expense and in a 
reasonable manner.  The Board shall specify a 
reasonable period of time for the completion of 
the relocation. 

 
 4. The Board shall also order an additional 

reasonable period of time for all mortgagees or 
lienholders to comply with the order should the 
owner fail to comply with the order within the 
time provided for action by the owner. 

 
 5. The Board shall also order a civil penalty that 

the City may assess if the owner fails to repair, 
remove or demolish the building in accordance with 
the Board's order.  Such penalty shall not exceed 
the amount of One Thousand Dollars and No Cents 
($1,000.00) per day that the building is out of 
compliance with the order. 

 
 6. A reasonable period of time to comply with an 

order of the Board is within thirty (30) days from 
the date of an order: 

 
  a. to secure the building from unauthorized 

entry, or 
 
  b. to repair, remove or demolish the building, 

unless the owner or lienholder or mortgagee 
establishes at the hearing that the work 
cannot reasonably be performed within thirty 
(30) days. 
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 7. If the Board finds that the work cannot reasonably 
be performed within thirty (30) days to repair, 
remove or demolish the building, the Board shall 
order specific time schedules for the commencement 
and performance of the work and shall order the 
owner, lienholder, or mortgagee to secure the 
property in a reasonable manner from unauthorized 
entry while the work is being performed. 

 
 8. The Board shall not order the owner, lienholder, 

or mortgagee more than ninety (90) days to repair, 
remove, or demolish the building or fully perform 
all work required to comply with the order unless 
the owner, lienholder or mortgagee: 

 
  a. submits a detailed plan and time schedule for 

the work at the hearing; and 
 
  b. the Board finds that the work cannot 

reasonably be completed within ninety (90) 
days because of the scope and complexity of 
the work. 

 
 9. If the Board orders that the owner, lienholder or 

mortgagee complete any part of the work required 
to repair, remove or demolish the building within 
a time period that is more than ninety (90) days, 
the Board shall order that the owner, lienholder 
or mortgagee regularly submit progress reports to 
the Building Official and appear before the Board 
or the Board’s designee to prove compliance with 
the time schedule. 

 
 
Section 16.06 Contents of Order
 
A. An order issued by the Board shall be in writing and 

shall set forth the decisions of the Board made 
pursuant to Section 16.05(E). 

 
B. An order to repair shall set forth those items that 

need to be repaired. 
 
C. An order to vacate shall require the Building Official 

to post notice to vacate at or upon each entrance and 
exit of the building or structure in substantially the 
form described by Section 16.10. 

 
D. An order shall also contain the following statement: 
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  "It is further ORDERED that if the owner 
fails to comply with any part of this order 
by the specified dates, and if any of the 
mortgagees or lienholders fail to comply with 
the order in the owner's stead and by the 
specified dates, the City is hereby 
authorized at its discretion to vacate, 
secure, repair, remove and/or demolish the 
building(s) at its own expense.  
Alternatively, the City is authorized to 
assess a civil penalty on the owner in the 
amount of ___________________________________ 
($___________) per day for each day that the 
building continues to be in violation of this 
order.  Such costs or penalty shall accrue 
interest at a rate of ten percent (10%) per 
annum.  The City shall have all remedies 
provided by law to recover such costs, 
penalties and interest, and shall be entitled 
to place a lien on the property unless it is 
a homestead protected by the Texas 
Constitution." 

 
E. An order shall be signed by the chairperson or acting 

chairperson of the Board. 
 
F. A copy of the order shall be sent promptly after the 

hearing by certified mail, return receipt requested, to 
the owner of the building and to any lienholder or 
mortgagee of the building.  If a notice is mailed 
according to this subsection and the United States 
Postal Service returns the notice as “refused” or 
“unclaimed”, the validity of the notice is not 
affected, and the notice shall be deemed as delivered. 

 
G. Within ten (10) days after the date the order is 

issued: 
 
 1. a copy of the order shall be filed in the office 

of the City Secretary; and 
 
 2. a notice shall be published in a newspaper of 

general circulation in the City, said notice 
containing: 

 
 a. the street address or legal description of 

the property; 
 
 b. the date of the hearing; 
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 c. a brief statement indicating the results of 
the order; and 

 
 d. instructions stating where a complete copy of 

the order may be obtained. 
 
 
Section 16.07 Failure to Comply With Order
 
A. If the owner of a building declared dangerous fails to 

comply with an order of the Board within the allotted 
time, the Building Official shall cause a copy of the 
Board's order to be sent by certified mail return 
receipt requested to each lienholder and mortgagee as 
was determined pursuant to Section 16.04(C).  This 
shall constitute notice to the lienholders and 
mortgagees that the owner has failed to comply with the 
order. 

 
B. If the lienholders and mortgagees fail to comply with 

the order within the time allotted to them by the 
Board, the Building Official may: 

 
 1. Vacate, secure, repair, remove and/or demolish the 

building at the City's expense; or 
 
 2. Assess a civil penalty against the owner of the 

building, as provided by the Board, for failure to 
comply with the order. 

 
C. The Building Official is authorized to repair a 

building only to the extent necessary to bring the 
building into compliance with minimum standards, and 
only if the building is a residential building with ten 
(10) or fewer units. 

 
D. The Building Official is authorized, if the order 

requires demolition, to cause the building to be sold 
and demolished, or to be demolished and the materials, 
rubble and debris removed and the lot cleaned.  Any 
such demolition work shall be accomplished, and the 
cost thereof paid and recovered in the manner provided 
in Article XVIII of this Chapter.  Any surplus realized 
from the sale of any such building or from the 
demolition thereof over and above the cost of 
demolition and of cleaning the lot shall be paid to the 
person or persons lawfully entitled thereto. 

 
E. The Building Official is further authorized to ask the 

City Attorney to bring suit against the owner in a 
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Tarrant County district court to request that a 
receiver be appointed to rehabilitate the property. 

 
 
Section 16.08 Liens
 
A. If the City assesses a civil penalty pursuant to 

Section 16.07(B)(2), or if the City incurs expenses 
under Section 16.07(B)(1) or (C), or under Section 
17.01, the City may assess the expenses or penalty on 
and place a lien against the land on which the building 
was located, unless the land is a homestead protected 
by the Texas Constitution. 

 
B. A lien imposed pursuant to this article is a privileged 

lien subordinate only to tax liens and all previously 
recorded bona fide mortgage liens. 

 
C. The lien arises and attaches to the property at the 

time the notice of the lien is recorded and indexed in 
the official public records of real property in Tarrant 
County, specifically in the office of the county clerk 
for Tarrant County.  The notice shall contain the name 
and address of the owner if that information can be 
determined; a legal description of the land on which 
the building was located; the amount of expenses 
incurred by the City or the civil penalty and the 
balance due. 

 
D. A lien is extinguished when the property owner or other 

person with an interest in the legal title to the land 
pays the City the balance due in full. 

 
 
Section 16.09 Notice and Collection of Penalty and Expenses
 
A. If the City incurs expenses under Section 16.07(B)(1) 

or (C), or under Section 17.01, the Building Official 
shall cause a statement to be sent to the owner, 
setting forth the amount of the expenses and the 
interest accrued to date.  The Building Official shall 
thereafter cause an annual statement to be sent to the 
owner until the expenses and interest are paid in full. 

 
B. If the City assesses a civil penalty pursuant to 

Section 16.07(B)(2), the Building Official shall cause 
a notice to be sent to the owner that the City has 
begun assessing the penalty provided by the order.  
Thereafter, the Building Official shall cause a monthly 
statement to be sent to the owner, setting forth the 
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amount of the accrued penalty and interest, until the 
penalty and interest is paid in full. 

 
C. A civil penalty or assessment for expenses shall accrue 

interest at the rate of ten percent (10%) per annum 
from the date of assessment until paid in full.  

 
D. The City shall be entitled to all remedies provided by 

law for the collection of debt in order to recover 
penalty, expenses and interest.  However, the City 
shall not be entitled to foreclose a lien for repair 
expenses if the property on which the repairs were made 
is occupied as a residential homestead by a person 
sixty-five (65) years of age or older. 

 
 
Section 16.10 Notice to Vacate; Violations
 
A. Every notice to vacate shall be posted at or upon each 

entrance and exit of the building and shall be in 
substantially the following form: 

 
 

DO NOT ENTER 
UNSAFE TO OCCUPY 

 
It is a misdemeanor to occupy this building, 

 or to remove or deface this notice. 
 

Building Official 
City of Arlington 

 
 
 The Notice to Vacate shall specify the conditions which 

necessitate the posting and recite the emergency or 
shall identify the order to vacate and state where a 
complete copy of the order may be obtained. 

 
B. Compliance; Violations
 
 No person shall remain in or enter any building which 

has been posted, except that entry may be made to 
repair, remove, demolish or secure such building under 
permit.  No person shall remove or deface any such 
notice after it is posted until the required work has 
been completed and a Certificate of Occupancy is issued 
pursuant to the provisions of the Building Code.  Any 
person violating this subsection shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to exceed Two 
Thousand Dollars and No Cents ($2,000.00). 
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Section 16.11 Other Enforcement
 
A. An owner who fails to comply with an order of the Board 

shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine 
not to exceed Two Thousand Dollars and No Cents 
($2,000.00). 

 
B. Each day that a violation continues shall constitute a 

separate offense. 
 
C. A criminal prosecution shall be in addition to any 

civil remedies to which the City is entitled.  The 
remedies provided by this article shall be in addition 
to the remedies provided by this chapter or any other 
applicable ordinance or statute. 

 
D. No person shall obstruct, impede or interfere with any 

officer, employee, contractor or authorized 
representative of the City or with any person who owns 
or holds an estate or interest in any building or 
structure which has been ordered repaired, removed, 
secured, vacated or demolished under the provisions of 
this Code, or with any person to whom such building has 
been lawfully sold, whenever such officer, employee, 
contractor or authorized representative of the City, 
person having an interest or estate in such building or 
structure, or purchaser is engaged in the work as 
ordered or in performing any necessary act preliminary 
to or incidental to such work.  A person who obstructs, 
impedes or interferes with an order of the Board shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to 
exceed Two Thousand Dollars and No Cents ($2,000.00). 

 
 
 Further, the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the 
City of Arlington, Texas, 1987, is hereby amended through 
the addition of Article XVII, Additional Authority to Secure 
Building, so that hereafter said article shall be and read 
as follows: 
 

ARTICLE XVII 
 

ADDITIONAL AUTHORITY TO SECURE BUILDING 
 
 
Section 17.01 Authority to Secure Building 
 
 The Building Official may secure or cause to be secured 
a building at the City’s expense if the Building Official 
determines: 
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 1. That the building or structure violates the 
minimum standards for the use and occupancy of 
buildings in the City regardless of the date of 
their construction, and  

 
 2. That the building or structure is unoccupied or is 

occupied only by persons who do not have a right 
of possession to the building. 

 
 
Section 17.02 Issuance of Notice
 
 Before the eleventh (11th) day after the date the 
building is secured pursuant to Section 17.01, the Building 
Official will give notice to the owner that the building has 
been secured.  The Building Official may also give notice to 
each mortgagee and lienholder, and to any unknown owners, in 
the same manner as described by Section 16.04(C). 
 
 
Section 17.03 Contents of Notice 
 
 The notice will contain: 
 
 1. An identification of the building and the property 

on which it is located; and 
 
 2. A description of the violation of the ordinance 

that is present at the building; and 
 
 3. A statement that the City has secured the 

building; and 
 
 4. A statement explaining the owner’s right to 

request a hearing about any matter relating to the 
City’s securing of the building. 

 
 
Section 17.04 Service of Notice 
 
 Notice regarding the securing of the building shall be 
given by either: 
 
 1. personally serving the owner with written notice; 

or 
 
 2. depositing the notice in the United States mail 

addressed to the owner at the owner’s post office 
address; or 
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 3. if personal service cannot be obtained and the 
owner’s post office address is unknown; 

 
  a. publishing the notice at least twice within a 

ten (10) day period in the official newspaper 
of the City; or 

 
  b. posting the notice on or near the front door 

of the building. 
 
 
Section 17.05 Hearing
 
 If, within thirty (30) days after the date a building 
is secured pursuant to Section 17.01, the owner files with 
the Building Official a written request for a hearing, the 
Building Official will schedule a hearing before the Board 
to determine whether the actions of the Building Official to 
secure the building are upheld, modified or reversed in the 
same manner as provided by Section 1101(f) & (g) of the 
“Uniform Housing” Chapter of the Code of the City of 
Arlington, Texas.  At the hearing the owner may testify or 
present witnesses or written information about any matter 
relating to the City’s securing of the building. 
 
 
Section 17.06 Scheduling of Hearing
 
 The Board will conduct the hearing within twenty (20) 
days after the date the request is filed. 
 
 
Section 17.07 Notice of Hearing
 
 Notice of the hearing shall be provided to the 
requestor by personal service or certified mail, return 
receipt requested, before the 10th day before the hearing, 
in the same manner as provided in Section 16.04(E)(2) and 
(3). 
 
 
Section 17.08 Procedure After Hearing
 
 After the hearing before the Board, or the expiration 
of the time allowed for the owner to request a hearing and 
no hearing has been requested, the Building Official will 
mail by certified mail, return receipt requested, a copy of 
the order to the owner of the building and to any lienholder 
or mortgagee of the building.  Within ten (10) days after 
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the date the order from the Board is issued, the Building 
Official will: 
 
 1. File a copy of the order in the office of the City 

Secretary; and 
 
 2. Publish in the City’s official newspaper a notice 

containing: 
 
  a. the street address or legal description of 

the property; 
 
  b. the date of the hearing; 
 
  c. a brief statement indicating the results of 

the hearing or order; and 
 
  d. instructions stating where a complete copy of 

the order may be obtained. 
 
 
Section 17.09 Liens and Collection of Expenses
 
 If the City incurs expenses under Section 17.01, the 
City may assess the expenses on and place a lien against the 
land on which the building is located, in the same manner as 
provided by Sections 16.08 and 16.09. 
 
 
 Further, the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the 
City of Arlington, Texas, 1987, is hereby amended through 
the addition of Article XVIII, Performance of Work and 
Recovery of Cost, so that hereafter said article shall be 
and read as follows: 
 

ARTICLE XVIII 
 

PERFORMANCE OF WORK AND RECOVERY OF COST 
 
 
Section 18.01 General
 
A. Procedure.  When any work to repair, remove, secure, 

vacate, or demolish is to be done pursuant to this 
code, the Building Official shall cause the work to be 
accomplished by City personnel or by private contract 
under the direction of the Building Official, or he may 
employ such architectural and engineering assistance on 
a contract basis as he may deem reasonably necessary. 
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B. Costs.  The cost of such work shall be paid from the 
Repair and Demolition Fund, and may be made a special 
assessment against the property involved. 

 
 
Section 18.02 Repair and Demolition Fund
 
A. General.  The legislative body of this jurisdiction 

shall establish a special revolving fund to be desig-
nated as the Repair and Demolition Fund.  Payments 
shall be made out of said fund upon the demand of the 
Building Official to defray the costs and expenses 
which may be incurred by this jurisdiction in doing or 
causing to be done the necessary work to repair, 
remove, secure, vacate or demolish dangerous buildings. 

 
B. Maintenance of Fund.  The legislative body may at any 

time transfer to the Repair and Demolition Fund, out of 
any money in the General Fund of the City, such sums as 
it may deem necessary in order to expedite the 
performance of the work of demolition, and any sum so 
transferred shall be deemed a loan to the Repair and 
Demolition Fund and shall be repaid out of the proceeds 
of the collections hereinafter provided for.  All funds 
collected under the proceedings hereinafter provided 
for shall be paid to the treasurer of this 
jurisdiction, who shall credit the same to the Repair 
and Demolition Fund. 

 
 
Section 18.03 Account of Expense, Filing of Report:  Con-

tents
 
 The Building Official shall keep an itemized account of 
the expense incurred by this jurisdiction for the work to 
repair, remove, secure, vacate or to demolish any building 
pursuant to the provisions of this code.  Upon the 
completion of the work, said Building Official shall prepare 
and file with the clerk of this jurisdiction a report 
specifying the work done, the itemized and total cost of the 
work, a description of the real property upon which the 
building or structure is or was located and the names and 
addresses of the persons entitled to notice. 
 
 
Section 18.04 Report Transmitted to Council - Set for 

Hearing
 
 Upon receipt of said report, the clerk of this 
jurisdiction shall present it to the legislative body of 
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this jurisdiction for consideration.  The legislative body 
of this jurisdiction shall fix a time, date and place for 
hearing said report, and any protests or objections thereto.  
The clerk of this jurisdiction shall cause notice of said 
hearing to be posted upon the property involved, published 
once in a newspaper of general circulation in the City and 
served by certified mail, postage prepaid, addressed to the 
owner of the property as his name and address appear on the 
last equalized assessment roll of the county, if such so 
appear, or as known to the clerk.  Such notice shall be 
given at least ten (10) days prior to the date set for 
hearing and shall specify the day, hour and place when the 
legislative body will hear and pass upon the Building 
Official's report, together with any objections or protests 
which may be filed as hereinafter provided by any person 
interested in or affected by the proposed charge. 
 
 
Section 18.05. Protests and Objections - How Made
 
 Any person interested in or affected by the proposed 
charge may file written protests or objections with the 
clerk of this jurisdiction at any time prior to the time set 
for the hearing on the report of the Building Official.  
Each such protest or objection must contain a description of 
the property in which the signer thereof is interested and 
the grounds of each such protest or objection.  The clerk of 
this jurisdiction shall endorse on every such protest or 
objection the date it was received.  He shall present such 
protests or objections to the legislative body of this 
jurisdiction at the time set for the hearing, and no other 
protests or objections shall be considered. 
 
 
Section 18.06 Hearing of Protests
 
 Upon the day and hour fixed for the hearing, the legis-
lative body of this jurisdiction shall hear and pass upon 
the report of the Building Official together with any such 
objections or protests.  The legislative body may make such 
revision, correction or modification in the report or the 
charge as it may deem just; and when the legislative body is 
satisfied with the correctness of the charge, the report (as 
submitted or as revised, corrected or modified) together 
with the charge, shall be confirmed or rejected.  The 
decision of the legislative body of this jurisdiction, on 
the report and the charge and on all protests or objections, 
shall be final and conclusive, subject to judicial appeal. 
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Section 18.07 Special Assessment
 
A. General.  The legislative body of this jurisdiction may 

thereupon assess said charge against the property 
involved. 

 
B. Special Assessment.  If the legislative body of this 

jurisdiction orders that the charge shall be assessed 
against the property, it shall confirm the assessment, 
cause the same to be recorded on the assessment roll 
and thereafter, said assessment shall constitute a 
special assessment against and a lien upon the 
property. 

 
 
Section 18.08 Contest
 
 The validity of any assessment made under the 
provisions of this Article shall not be contested in any 
action or proceeding unless the same is commenced within 
thirty (30) days after the assessment is placed upon the 
assessment roll as provided herein.  Any appeal from a final 
judgment in such action or proceeding must be perfected 
within thirty (30) days after the entry of such judgment. 
 
 
Section 18.09 Authority for Installation Payment of Assess-

ments with Interest
 
 The legislative body of this jurisdiction, in its 
discretion, may determine that assessments in amounts of 
$500.00 or more shall be payable in not to exceed five (5) 
equal annual installments.  The legislative body's 
determination to allow payment of such assessments in 
installments, the number of installments, whether they shall 
bear interest and the rate thereof shall be by a resolution 
adopted prior to the confirmation of the assessment. 
 
 
Section 18.10 Lien of Assessment
 
A. Priority.  Immediately upon its being placed on the 

assessment roll, the assessment shall be deemed to be 
complete, the several amounts assessed shall be 
payable, and the assessments shall be liens against the 
lots or parcels of land assessed, respectively.  The 
lien shall be subordinate to all existing special 
assessment liens previously imposed upon the same 
property and shall be paramount to all other liens 
except for state, county and municipal taxes, with 
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which it shall be upon a parity.  The lien shall 
continue until the assessment and all interest due and 
payable thereon are paid. 

 
B. Interest.  All such assessments remaining unpaid after 

thirty (30) days from the date of recording on the 
assessment roll shall become delinquent and shall bear 
interest at the rate of ten percent (10%) per annum 
from and after said date. 

 
 
Section 18.11 Report to Assessor and Tax Collector:  Addi-

tion of Assessment to Tax Bill
 
 After confirmation of the report, certified copies of 
the assessment shall be given to the Assessor of this juris-
diction and the Tax Collector of this jurisdiction, who 
shall add the amount of the assessment to the next regular 
tax bill levied against the parcel for municipal purposes. 
 
 
Section 18.12 Filing Copy of Report with County Auditor
 
 If the County Assessor and the County Tax Collector 
assess property and collect taxes for the City, a certified 
copy of the assessment shall be filed with the County 
Auditor on or before August 10th.  The descriptions of the 
parcels reported shall be those used for the same parcels on 
the County Assessor's map books for the current year. 
 
 
Section 18.13 Collections of Assessment:  Penalties for 

Foreclosure
 
 The amount of the assessment shall be collected at the 
same time and in the same manner as ordinary property taxes 
are collected and shall be subject to the same penalties and 
procedure and sale in case of delinquency as provided for 
ordinary property taxes.  All laws applicable to the levy, 
collection and enforcement of property taxes shall be appli-
cable to such assessment. 
 
 If the legislative body of this jurisdiction has deter-
mined that the assessment shall be paid in installments, 
each installment and any interest thereon shall be collected 
in the same manner as ordinary property taxes in successive 
years.  If any installment is delinquent, the amount thereof 
is subject to the same penalties and procedure for sale as 
provided for ordinary property taxes. 
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Section 18.14 Repayment of Repair and Demolition Fund
 
 All money recovered by payment of the charge or assess-
ment or from the sale of the property at foreclosure sale 
shall be paid to the Treasurer of this jurisdiction who 
shall credit the same to the Repair and Demolition Fund.  
 

2. 
 

 Any person, firm, corporation, agent or employee 
thereof who violates any of the provisions of this ordinance 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 
shall be fined an amount not to exceed Two Thousand and 
No/100 Dollars ($2,000) for each offense.  Each day that a 
violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a separate 
offense. 

3. 
 

 This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be 
cumulative of all other ordinances of the City of Arlington, 
and this ordinance shall not operate to repeal or affect any 
of such other ordinances except insofar as the provisions 
thereof might be inconsistent or in conflict with the provi-
sions of this ordinance, in which event such conflicting 
provisions, if any, in such other ordinance or ordinances 
are hereby repealed. 

4. 
 

 If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase 
of this ordinance is for any reason held to be unconstitu-
tional, such holding shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this ordinance. 
 

5. 
 

 All of the regulations provided in this ordinance are 
hereby declared to be governmental and for the health, 
safety and welfare of the general public.  Any member of the 
City Council or any City official or employee charged with 
the enforcement of this ordinance, acting for the City of 
Arlington in the discharge of his/her duties, shall not 
thereby render himself/herself personally liable; and he/she 
is hereby relieved from all personal liability for any 
damage that might accrue to persons or property as a result 
of any act required or permitted in the discharge of his/her 
said duties. 

6. 
 
 Any violation of this ordinance can be enjoined by a 
suit filed in the name of the City of Arlington in a court 
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of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in 
addition to any penal provision in this ordinance or in the 
Code of the City of Arlington. 
 

7. 
 

 The caption and penalty clause of this ordinance shall 
be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the 
City of Arlington, in compliance with the provisions of 
Article VII, Section 15, of the City Charter.  Further, this 
ordinance may be published in pamphlet form and shall be 
admissible in such form in any court, as provided by law. 
 

8. 
 

 This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days af-
ter first publication as described above. 
 
 
PRESENTED AND GIVEN FIRST READING on the 16th day of March, 
1999, at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City 
of Arlington, Texas; and GIVEN SECOND READING, passed and 
approved on the 23rd day of March, 1999, by a vote of 9 ayes 
and 0 nays at a regular meeting of the City Council of the 
City of Arlington, Texas. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 00-105 
 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE "CONSTRUCTION" 
CHAPTER OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 
ARLINGTON, TEXAS, 1987, THROUGH THE 
AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE IV, ENTITLED 
REGISTRATION, PERMITS AND INSPECTIONS, BY 
THE ADDITION OF SECTION 4.16, PERMITS FOR 
DEMOLITION OR RELOCATION, TO CLARIFY THE 
PROCESS INVOLVED IN OBTAINING A PERMIT 
FOR THE DEMOLITION OR RELOCATION OF 
BUILDINGS OR STRUCTURES THAT ARE FIFTY 
(50) YEARS OLD OR OLDER, OR LOCATED IN A 
LANDMARK PRESERVATION ("LP") OVERLAY 
ZONING DISTRICT; PROVIDING FOR A FINE OF 
UP TO $2,000 FOR EACH OFFENSE IN 
VIOLATION OF THE ORDINANCE; PROVIDING 
THIS ORDINANCE BE CUMULATIVE; PROVIDING 
FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR 
GOVERNMENTAL IMMUNITY; PROVIDING FOR 
INJUNCTIONS; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION 
AND BECOMING EFFECTIVE TEN DAYS AFTER 
FIRST PUBLICATION 
 

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARLINGTON, 
TEXAS: 
 

1. 
 
 That the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the City 
of Arlington, Texas, 1987, is hereby amended through the 
amendment of Article IV, Registration, Permits and 
Inspections, by the addition of Section 4.16, Permits for 
Demolition or Relocation, so that hereafter the section 
shall be and read as follows: 
 
Section 4.16 Permits for Demolition or Relocation 

 
Upon receiving an application for a permit to demolish 

or relocate a building or structure from a person or entity 
other than a State, City, County or Federal government fee 
simple owner, the Building Official shall determine whether 
the building or structure is fifty (50) years old or older, 
or is situated in a Landmark Preservation Overlay ("LP") 
Zoning District.  If the building or structure is fifty (50) 
years old or older, or the age of the building cannot be 
ascertained, the Building Official shall notify the 



applicant of such fact, and follow the procedures set out in 
Subsection A, below.   

 
If the building or structure is situated in a "LP" 

Overlay District the Building Official shall notify the 
applicant of such fact, and follow the procedures set out in 
Subsection B, below.  If the building or structure is less 
than fifty (50) years old and is not zoned with a "LP" 
Overlay suffix, the Building Official shall issue a 
demolition permit if all other requirements of the Code are 
met.   

 
A. Buildings or Structures that are Fifty (50) Years Old 

or Older, and Buildings or Structures of Unknown Age
 

If the building or structure is fifty (50) years old or 
older, or the age of the building cannot be 
ascertained, the Building Official shall inform the 
applicant that the Landmark Preservation Commission or 
City Council must issue a Certificate of Demolition or 
Relocation before the Building Official may issue the 
requested permit.  The Building Official shall direct 
the applicant to complete an Application for a 
Certificate of Demolition and Relocation for filing 
with the Landmark Preservation Commission, and forward 
the application to the Landmark Preservation Commission 
for its review and consideration.   
 
1. Automatic Stay of Thirty (30) Days.  Demolition or 

relocation of the building or structure shall be 
automatically stayed for a period of up to thirty 
(30) days from the date of application to allow 
the Landmark Preservation Commission an 
opportunity to determine whether the building or 
structure is historically significant.   
 
a. If the building or structure is determined to 

be historically significant the Landmark 
Preservation Commission shall provide proper 
notice and hold a public hearing on the 
permit application.  

 
b. If the building or structure is determined 

not to be historically significant the 
Landmark Preservation Commission shall so 
notify the applicant and the Building 
Official as soon as is reasonably 
practicable.   
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2. Public Hearing.  Within thirty (30) days of the 
receipt of a completed application for a 
Certificate of Demolition or Relocation, the 
Landmark Preservation Commission shall hold a 
public hearing.  Public notice of such hearing 
setting forth the date, time and place scheduled 
for such hearing and the purpose thereof shall be 
published in a newspaper one time at least seven 
(7) days prior to the date scheduled for such 
hearing.   

 
3. Certificate Deemed Issued by Lack of Action.  If 

the Landmark Preservation Commission takes no 
action within thirty (30) days of receipt of the 
completed application, a Certificate of Demolition 
or Relocation shall be deemed issued by the 
Landmark Preservation Commission.   

 
4. Review.  In evaluating a request for a Certificate 

of Demolition or Relocation, the Landmark 
Preservation Commission shall consider the 
following:  

 
a. the architectural, cultural, or historical 

significance of the building or structure; 
 

b. the age of the building or structure;  
 
c. the state of repair of the building or 

structure in question, and the reasonableness 
of the cost of restoration and repair;  

 
d. additions, alterations, changes, 

modifications and updates to the exterior 
architectural features of the building or 
structure that would disqualify it from 
consideration for registration on the 
National Register of Historic Places;  

 
e. the impact, if any, that delaying the 

demolition or relocation of the building or 
structure will have;  

 
f. the contribution, if any, the building or 

structure makes to a previously designated 
and recognized historic district and the 
owner’s or any predecessor owner’s 
involvement in the formation or creation of 
such a district; 
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g. the willingness of the applicant to donate or 
sell the building or structure to a third 
party;  

 
h. the potential usefulness or adaptive reuse of 

the building or structure, including economic 
usefulness;  

 
i. the potential market or demand for such a 

building or structure in its current 
condition and location;  

 
j. the purpose that would be served in 

preserving the building or structure; and,  
 

k. all other factors it finds necessary and 
appropriate to carry out the intent of this 
ordinance.   

 
5. Demolition or Relocation Appropriate.  If the 

Landmark Preservation Commission determines that 
the building or structure should be demolished or 
removed, the Building Official shall issue a 
demolition permit if all other requirements of the 
Code are met.   

 
6. Demolition or Relocation Inappropriate.  If the 

Landmark Preservation Commission determines that 
the building or structure should not be 
demolished, the Landmark Preservation Commission 
may extend the automatic stay for a period of up 
to thirty (30) additional days.  The automatic 
stay and any additional stay imposed by the 
Landmark Preservation Commission shall not exceed 
a total of sixty (60) days from the date 
application for a permit to demolish or relocate a 
building or structure was filed.   

 
7. Stay Extended by City Council.  Prior to the 

expiration of the stay period imposed by the 
Landmark Preservation Commission, the Landmark 
Preservation Commission may issue a recommendation 
to the City Council requesting that the stay be 
extended for an additional thirty (30) day period.  
If after notice to the applicant and a public 
hearing, the City Council determines that there 
are reasonable grounds for preservation as well as 
a reasonable expectation of preserving the 
building or structure the City Council may extend 
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the stay for an additional period of up to thirty 
(30) days.   

 
Prior to the expiration of the stay period imposed 
by the City Council, the Landmark Preservation 
Commission shall report to City Council concerning 
its efforts to preserve the building or structure 
and may request another extension of the stay for 
one final thirty (30) day period.  The City 
Council may in its discretion extend the stay for 
one final thirty (30) day period.   

 
In no event shall the stay on a demolition permit 
exceed a total of one hundred twenty (120) days 
from the date the application for a permit to 
demolish or relocate a building or structure was 
filed.  If City Council takes no action on the 
Landmark Preservation Commission’s request for an 
extension within the original stay period or any 
subsequent extension thereof, a Certificate of 
Demolition or Relocation shall be deemed issued at 
the expiration of such stay period.   

 
8. Appeals.  Appeals from a decision of the Landmark 

Preservation Commission shall be to the City 
Council.  Such appeals must be filed with the 
Historic Preservation Officer within ten (10) days 
after the complained of decision is made by the 
Landmark Commission.  Such appeals shall be heard 
by City Council on the next available agenda 
consistent with the requirements of the Texas Open 
Meetings Act and with due consideration for the 
City Council’s schedule of business.   
 

9. Permit Issuance.  At the end of the stay period 
and any extension thereof, or upon the City 
Council’s granting an appeal to the Landmark 
Preservation Commission’s determination the 
Building Official shall issue a demolition permit 
if all other requirements of the Code are met.   

 
B. Buildings or Structures in a Landmark Preservation 

Overlay ("LP") Zoning District
 

If the building or structure is situated in a "LP" 
Overlay District the Building Official shall inform the 
applicant that the Landmark Preservation Commission or 
City Council must issue a Certificate of Demolition or 
Relocation before the Building Official may issue the 
requested permit.  The Building Official shall direct 
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the applicant to complete an Application for a 
Certificate of Demolition and Relocation for filing 
with the Landmark Preservation Commission, and forward 
the application to the Landmark Preservation Commission 
for its review and consideration.   
 
The Landmark Preservation Commission or City Council 
must issue a Certificate of Demolition or Relocation 
before the Building Official may issue a permit to 
demolish or relocate a building or structure situated 
in a "LP" Overlay District.  The Certificate of 
Demolition or Relocation process, which must be 
followed, is set out in Section 9-600 of the Zoning 
Chapter of the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas.  
In addition to obtaining a Certificate of Demolition or 
Relocation from the Landmark Preservation Commission or 
City Council the applicant must meet all other 
requirements of the Code before the Building Official 
shall issue a demolition permit.   

 
C. Buildings or Structures that are NOT Located in a 

Landmark Preservation Overlay ("LP") Zoning District 
and which are Less Than Fifty (50) Years Old 

 
If the age of a building or structure can be 
ascertained and the building is less than fifty (50) 
years old and the building or structure is not zoned 
with a "LP" Overlay suffix the Building Official shall 
issue a demolition permit if all other requirements of 
the Code are met.   

 
2. 
 

 Any person, firm, corporation, agent or employee 
thereof who violates any of the provisions of this ordinance 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 
shall be fined an amount not to exceed Two Thousand and 
No/100 Dollars ($2,000) for each offense.  Each day that a 
violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a separate 
offense. 
 

3. 
 

 This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be 
cumulative of all other ordinances of the City of Arlington, 
and this ordinance shall not operate to repeal or affect any 
of such other ordinances except insofar as the provisions 
thereof might be inconsistent or in conflict with the provi-
sions of this ordinance, in which event such conflicting 
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provisions, if any, in such other ordinance or ordinances 
are hereby repealed. 
 

4. 
 

 If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase 
of this ordinance is for any reason held to be unconstitu-
tional, such holding shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this ordinance. 
 

5. 
 

 All of the regulations provided in this ordinance are 
hereby declared to be governmental and for the health, 
safety and welfare of the general public.  Any member of the 
City Council or any City official or employee charged with 
the enforcement of this ordinance, acting for the City of 
Arlington in the discharge of his/her duties, shall not 
thereby render himself/herself personally liable; and he/she 
is hereby relieved from all personal liability for any 
damage that might accrue to persons or property as a result 
of any act required or permitted in the discharge of his/her 
said duties. 
 

6. 
 
 Any violation of this ordinance can be enjoined by a 
suit filed in the name of the City of Arlington in a court 
of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in addi-
tion to any penal provision in this ordinance or in the Code 
of the City of Arlington. 
 

7. 
 

 The caption and penalty clause of this ordinance shall 
be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the 
City of Arlington, in compliance with the provisions of 
Article VII, Section 15, of the City Charter.  Further, this 
ordinance may be published in pamphlet form and shall be ad-
missible in such form in any court, as provided by law. 
 

8. 
 

 This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days 
after first publication as described above. 
 
 
PRESENTED AND GIVEN FIRST READING on the 5th day of 
September, 2000, at a regular meeting of the City Council of 
the City of Arlington, Texas; and GIVEN SECOND READING, 
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passed and approved on the 12th day of September, 2000, by a 
vote of 9 ayes and 0 nays at a regular meeting of the City 
Council of the City of Arlington, Texas. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 02-020 
 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE "CONSTRUCTION" 
CHAPTER OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 
ARLINGTON, TEXAS, 1987, THROUGH THE 
REPEAL OF THE EXISTING ARTICLE I AND THE 
ADOPTION OF A NEW ARTICLE I, ENTITLED 
BUILDING CODE, RELATIVE TO THE ADOPTION 
OF THE 2000 INTERNATIONAL CODES INCLUDING 
THE 2000 INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE 
(I.B.C.), THE 2000 INTERNATIONAL 
RESIDENTIAL CODE (I.R.C.) AND THE 2000 
INTERNATIONAL ENERGY CONSERVATION CODE 
(I.E.C.C.); THROUGH THE AMENDMENT OF 
ARTICLE IV, ENTITLED REGISTRATION, 
PERMITS AND INSPECTIONS, BY THE AMENDMENT 
OF SECTION 4.01, REGISTRATION, 
SUBSECTIONS (F)(1) AND (G)(4), RELATIVE 
TO REVISING THE CODE FROM U.B.C. TO 
I.B.C. AND I.R.C.; BY THE AMENDMENT OF 
SECTION 4.13, REFUNDS, SUBSECTION (D), 
RELATIVE TO REVISING THE CODE FROM U.B.C. 
TO I.B.C. AND ADDING A REFERENCE TO 
I.R.C.; BY THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 4.14, 
CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY, SUBSECTION (B), 
RELATIVE TO REVISING THE CODE FROM U.B.C. 
TO I.B.C.; THROUGH THE AMENDMENT OF 
ARTICLE VII, ENTITLED SIGNS, BY THE 
AMENDMENT OF SECTION 7.07, STRUCTURAL 
REQUIREMENTS, RELATIVE TO REVISING THE 
CODE FROM U.B.C. TO I.B.C.; BY THE 
AMENDMENT OF SECTION 7.08, USE OF PLASTIC 
MATERIALS, RELATIVE TO REQUIREMENTS FOR 
PLASTIC MATERIALS; THROUGH THE AMENDMENT 
OF ARTICLE IX, ENTITLED FENCES, BY THE 
AMENDMENT OF SECTION 9.02, ENCLOSURE OF 
SWIMMING POOLS, SPAS AND HOT TUBS, 
SUBSECTIONS (E) and (G)(2), RELATIVE TO 
REVISING THE APPENDIX REFERENCES; THROUGH 
THE AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE XIII, OUTDOOR 
FESTIVALS, BY THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 
13.04, REPORTS, SUBSECTION (B), RELATIVE 
TO UPDATING THE REFERENCE TO THE HEALTH 
AND SAFETY CODE; PROVIDING FOR A FINE OF 
UP TO $2000 FOR EACH OFFENSE IN VIOLATION 
OF THE ORDINANCE; PROVIDING THIS 
ORDINANCE BE CUMULATIVE; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR GOVERNMENTAL 
IMMUNITY; PROVIDING FOR INJUNCTIONS; 
PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION AND BECOMING 
EFFECTIVE TEN DAYS AFTER FIRST 
PUBLICATION EXCEPT THAT THE I.E.C.C. AND 



CHAPTER 11 OF THE I.R.C. SHALL BECOME 
EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2002 
 
 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARLINGTON, 
TEXAS: 

1. 
 
 That the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the City 
of Arlington, Texas, 1987, is hereby amended through the 
repeal of the existing Article I, and the adoption of a new 
Article I, entitled Building Code, so that hereafter said 
Article shall be and read as follows: 
 

ARTICLE I 
 

BUILDING CODE 
 
 
Section 1.01 Title
 
 This Chapter shall be known as the "Building Code" of 
the City of Arlington. 
 
 
Section 1.02 Adoption of Code
 
 The International Building Code, 2000 Edition 
(hereinafter called "I.B.C."); the International Residential 
Code, 2000 Edition (hereinafter called "I.R.C."); and the 
International Energy Conservation Code, 2000 Edition 
(hereinafter called "I.E.C.C."); as published by the 
International Code Council, Inc. are hereby adopted and 
designated, together with the deletions, amendments and 
addenda hereinafter contained, as the Building Code of the 
City of Arlington, the same as though said I.B.C., I.R.C. 
and I.E.C.C. were copied at length herein.  Copies of the 
I.B.C., I.R.C. and I.E.C.C. and its Appendices shall be kept 
on file in the Office of the City Secretary. 
 
 
Section 1.03 Code Defined; Rule of Construction
 
 This Building Code shall include all of the provisions 
of the I.B.C., I.R.C. and I.E.C.C. as adopted by Section 
1.02 above and all other provisions contained herein.  In 
the event a conflict is determined to exist between said 
I.B.C., I.R.C. and I.E.C.C. as adopted and the other 
provisions of this Chapter, the latter provisions shall be 
construed as controlling and taking precedence over the 
former. 
 
 
 

(2) 



Section 1.04 Amendments, Additions and Deletions
 
 The adoption of the I.B.C., I.R.C. and I.E.C.C., as 
provided in Section 1.02 above, is modified and amended by 
the following: 
 
A. The addition thereto of Articles II, et seq., of this 

Chapter. 
 
B. The deletion in the entirety of the following pro-

visions of the I.B.C. and I.R.C.: 
 

(1) Section 105 I.B.C. and R105 I.R.C., entitled 
Permits; 

(2) Section 108 I.B.C. and R108 I.R.C., entitled Fees; 
(3) Section 109 I.B.C. and R109 I.R.C., entitled 

Inspections; and 
(4) Section 110 I.B.C. and R110 I.R.C., entitled 

Certificate of Occupancy. 
(5) Section 112 I.B.C. and R112 I.R.C., entitled Board 

of Appeals; 
(6) Section 113 I.B.C. and R113 I.R.C., entitled 

Violations; 
(7) Section 115 I.B.C., entitled Unsafe Structures and 

Equipment; 
(8) Section 2503 I.B.C., entitled Inspection; 
(9) Chapters 33 through 42 I.R.C. 

 
C. The amendment of the following I.B.C. provisions: 
 

(1) The amendment of Section 101.2, entitled Scope, by 
the addition of the following "EXCEPTION": 

 
  EXCEPTION:  Storage buildings not exceeding three 

hundred twenty (320) square feet in area shall not 
be subject to the provisions of this Building Code 
provided: 

 
(a) The building shall not be intended or used 

for human occupancy; 
 

(b) Any mechanical, electrical or plumbing work 
shall be installed in full compliance with 
the appropriate Chapter of the Code of the 
City of Arlington for such work; 

 
(c) A building on commercial property shall be 

anchored at each corner:  said anchorage 
shall equal or exceed a concrete pier ten 
inches (10") in diameter and eighteen inches 
(18") in depth embedded with a standard one-
half inch (½") diameter anchor bolt; 
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(d) The building shall be not closer than five 
feet (5') to a property line in residential 
areas and ten feet (10') to a property line 
in non-residential areas:  subject, however, 
to any more restrictive setbacks contained in 
the "Zoning" Chapter of the Code of the City 
of Arlington:  further, storage buildings on 
commercial property shall be separated from 
other structures and property lines as spec-
ified by I.B.C., Chapter 5; 

 
(e) The building shall be maintained in good 

repair; 
 

(f) There shall be not more than one (1) such 
building on any property occupied for other 
than residential use; and 

 
(g) A permit for such building shall have been 

obtained from the Building Official. 
 

(2) The amendment of Section 101.4, entitled 
Referenced Codes., to read as follows: 
 
101.4 Referenced Codes. The other codes listed in 
Sections 101.4 through 101.4.7 and referenced 
elsewhere in this code, when specifically adopted, 
shall be considered part of the requirements of 
this code to the prescribed extent of each such 
reference.  Whenever amendments have been adopted 
to the referenced codes and standards, each 
reference to said code and standard shall be 
considered to reference the amendments as well.  
Any reference to NFPA 70 or the ICC Electrical 
Code shall mean the Electrical Code as adopted. 
 

(3) The amendment of Section 103.1, entitled Creation 
of Enforcement Agency., to read as follows: 

 
103.1 Creation of enforcement agency. The Building 
Inspections Division is hereby created and the 
official in charge there of shall be known as the 
Building Official. 
 

(4) The amendment of Section 104.6, entitled Right of 
Entry, to read as follows: 

 
  Whenever necessary to make an inspection to 

enforce any of the provisions of this Building 
Code, or whenever the Building Official or an 
authorized representative has reasonable cause to 
believe that there exists in any building or upon 
any premises any condition or violation which 
makes such building or premises unsafe, dangerous 
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or hazardous, the Building Official or an autho-
rized representative may enter such building or 
premises at all reasonable times to inspect the 
same or to perform any duty imposed upon said 
Building Official by this Building Code.  If such 
building or premises be occupied, the Building 
Official shall first present proper credentials 
and request entry.  If such building or premises 
be unoccupied, the Building Official shall first 
make a reasonable effort to locate the owner or 
other person having charge or control of the 
building or premises and request entry.  If such 
entry is refused, or, if no owner or other person 
having charge or control of the building or 
premises can be located, the Building Official or 
an authorized representative shall have recourse 
to every remedy provided by law to secure entry.  

 
(5) The addition of Section 104.12, entitled Occupancy 

Violations., to read as follows: 
 

 104.12 Occupancy violations.  Whenever any 
building, structure, or equipment therein which is 
regulated by this Building Code is being used 
contrary to the provisions of said Code, the 
Building Official or an authorized representative 
may order that such use be discontinued and/or 
that the building or structure, or a portion 
thereof, be vacated by written notice served on 
any person who is causing such use to be 
continued.  Further, the Building Official or an 
authorized representative may order the evacuation 
of any building or premises, or a portion thereof, 
which constitutes a dangerous building as defined 
in Article XVII of this Chapter. 

 
  Notice to stop use shall be given by personal 

delivery or by certified mail, return receipt 
requested, to the person responsible for the 
continued use.  Such person shall discontinue the 
use within the time prescribed by the Building 
Official after receipt of such notice and shall 
not resume the use of the building or premises 
until first rendering the same in compliance with 
this Building Code. 

 
Notice to vacate a dangerous building or premises 
shall be posted at or upon each exit of the said 
structure affected thereby, and shall be in sub-
stantially the following form: 
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  "DO NOT ENTER  

  UNSAFE TO OCCUPY 
 

   It is a misdemeanor to occupy 
this building, or to remove or 
deface this notice. 

 
 

  Arlington Building Official 
  (by)______________________________ 
  (date)____________________________ 
  (compliance due date)_____________" 

 
No person shall remain in or enter any building or 
premises which has been so posted, except that 
entry may be made to repair, demolish or remove 
the unsafe condition.  Such entry or the destruc-
tion, defacing or removal of said notice prior to 
approval by the Building Official or an authorized 
representative shall be a violation of this 
Building Code. 

 
(6) The amendment of Section 106.1, entitled Submittal 

documents., amending the second sentence to read 
as follows: 

 
The construction documents shall be prepared by a 
Texas Licensed Engineer or Architect as required 
by this ordinance or by State law. 

 
(7) The amendment of Section 202, entitled 

Definitions., adding a new definition to read as 
follows: 

 
HIGH-RISE BUILDING is a building having floors 
used for human occupancy located more than 75 feet 
(22 860 mm) above the lowest level of fire 
department vehicle access. 

 
(8) The amendment of Section 202 adding the definition 

of "SHALL" to read as follows: 
 

SHALL, as it applies to an act or duty to be 
performed by the Building Official pursuant to any 
section of this Building Code, is discretionary.  
Its use in all other applications in this Code 
shall be mandatory. 

 
(9) The amendment of Table 302.3.3., footnote e, to 

read as follows: 
 

e. Assembly uses accessory to Group E Occupancy 
must comply within the provisions for Group A 
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Occupancy but for the purpose of Section 302.3 are 
not considered separate occupancies. 

 
 (10) The amendment of Section 403.1, exception #3: to 

read as follows: 
 
3. Buildings with an occupancy in Group A-5 in 
accordance with Section 303.1, when used for open 
air seating; however, this exception does not 
apply to accessory uses including but not limited 
to sky boxes, restaurants and similarly enclosed 
areas. 

 
(11) The amendment of Section 403.2, by the deletion of 

exception #2 in its entirety. 
 
(12) The amendment of Section 406.6.1, entitled 

General., adding a second paragraph to read as 
follows: 

 
This occupancy shall include garages involved in 
servicing of motor vehicles for items such as lube 
changes, inspections, windshield repair or 
replacement, shocks, minor part replacement and 
other such non-major repair.  When the repair 
garage is only involved in such minor repair, it 
need not comply with Section 406.6.2. 
 

(13) The amendment of Section 411.4, entitled Automatic 
sprinklers., to read as follows: 

 
411.4 Automatic sprinklers. An automatic sprinkler 
system shall be installed in all amusement 
buildings (as defined in this code).  The main 
water-flow switch shall be electrically 
supervised.  The sprinkler main cutoff valve shall 
be supervised. 
 
EXCEPTION: An automatic sprinkler system need not 
be provided for amusement buildings actually 
operating not more than thirty (30) consecutive 
days. 
 

(14) The amendment of Section 506.2.2, entitled Open 
space limits., adding a sentence to read as 
follows: 

 
In order to be considered as accessible, if not in 
direct contact with a street or fire lane, a 
minimum 10 foot wide pathway from the street or 
approved fire lane must be provided.  (See Fire 
Code Section 503.1.1 for the hose lay measurement 
pathway requirements.) 
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 (15) The amendment of Table 602, entitled FIRE-
RESISTIVE RATING REQUIREMENTS FOR EXTERIOR WALLS 
BASED ON FIRE SEPARATION DISTANCEa., to insert 
footnote d. to the heading "GROUP A, B, E, F-2, I, 
Rbd, S-2, Ud" to read as follows: 

 
 d. For one- and two-family dwellings and apartment 

buildings, open metal carport structures may be 
constructed within zero (0) feet of the property 
line without fire-resistive or opening protection 
when the location of such is approved as required 
by other City ordinances. 

 
(16) The amendment of Section 705.11, entitled Ducts 

and air transfer openings., to amend the Exception 
to read as follows: 

 
EXCEPTION: For other than hazardous exhaust ducts, 
penetrations by ducts and air transfer openings of 
fire walls that are not on a lot line shall be 
allowed provided the penetrations comply with 
Sections 711 and 715.  The size and aggregate 
width of all openings shall not exceed the 
limitations of Section 705.8. 
 

(17) The amendment of Section 715.5.2, entitled Fire 
barriers., to add exception #4 to read as follows: 

 
4. In the duct penetration of the separation 

between the private garage and its residence 
when constructed in accordance with Section 
302.3.3, exceptions #2 and 3. 

 
(18) The amendment of Section 903.1.2, entitled 

Residential systems., to read as follows: 
 

903.1.2 Residential systems. Unless specifically 
allowed by this code, residential sprinkler 
systems installed in accordance with NFPA 13D or 
NFPA 13R shall not be recognized for the purposes 
of exceptions or reductions, commonly referred to 
as "trade-offs", permitted by other requirements 
of this code. 
 

(19) The amendment of Section 903.2.1.1, entitled Group 
A-1., to read as follows: 

 
903.2.1.1 Group A-1. An automatic sprinkler system 
shall be provided for Group A-1 Occupancies where 
one of the following conditions exist: 
 
1. The fire area exceeds 12,000 square feet (1115 

m2). 
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2. The fire area has an occupant load of 300 or 
more. 

3. The fire area is located on a floor other than 
the level of exit discharge. 

4. The fire area contains a multi theater 
complex. 

 
(20) The amendment of Section 903.2.1.2, entitled Group 

A-2., to read as follows: 
 

903.2.1.2 Group A-2. An automatic sprinkler system 
shall be provided for a Group A-2 Occupancies 
where one of the following conditions exist: 
 
1. The fire area exceeds 5,000 square feet (464.5 

m2). 
2. The fire area has an occupant load of 300 or 

more. 
3. The fire area is located on a floor other than 

the level of exit discharge. 
 

(21) The amendment of Section 903.2.1.3, entitled Group 
A-3., to read as follows: 

 
903.2.1.3 Group A-3. An automatic sprinkler system 
shall be provided for Group A-3 Occupancies where 
one of the following conditions exist: 
 
1. The fire area exceeds 12,000 square feet (1115 

m2). 
2. The fire area has an occupant load of 300 or 

more. 
3. The fire area is located on a floor other than 

the level of exit discharge. 
 
EXCEPTION: Areas used exclusively as participant 
sports areas where the main floor area is located 
at the same level as the level of exit discharge 
of the main entrance and exit. 

 
(22) The amendment of Section 903.2.1.4, entitled Group 

A-4., to read as follows: 
 

903.2.1.4 Group A-4. An automatic sprinkler system 
shall be provided for Group A-4 Occupancies where 
one of the following conditions exist: 
 
1. The fire area exceeds 12,000 square feet (1115 

m2). 
2. The fire area has an occupant load of 300 or 

more. 
3. The fire area is located on a floor other than 

the level of exit discharge. 
 

(9) 



EXCEPTION: Areas used exclusively as participant 
sports areas where the main floor area is located 
at the same level as the level of exit discharge 
of the main entrance and exit. 

 
(23) The amendment of Section 903.2.7, entitled Group 

R-1., to read as follows: 
 

903.2.7 Group R-1. An automatic sprinkler system 
shall be provided throughout buildings with a 
Group R-1 fire area.  For the purpose of 
establishing automatic sprinkler requirements of 
this section, fire walls as described in I.B.C., 
Section 705, shall not constitute separate 
buildings. 

 
EXCEPTIONS: 
1. Where guestrooms are not located more than two 

stories in height and the building contains 
less than 20 guest rooms. 

2. A residential sprinkler system installed in 
accordance with Section 903.3.1.2 shall be 
allowed in buildings of Group R-1. 

 
(24) The amendment of Section 903.2.8, entitled Group 

R-2., to read as follows: 
 

903.2.8 Group R-2.  An automatic sprinkler system 
shall be provided throughout all buildings with a 
Group R-2 fire area where any of the following 
conditions apply: 
 
1. The R-2 is located more than two stories in 

height, including basements; or  
2. The building contains more than 16 dwelling 

units; or 
3. The building contains fraternities and 

sororities with an occupant load of more than 
10. 

 
EXCEPTION: A residential sprinkler system 
installed in accordance with Section 903.3.1.2 
shall be permitted in buildings of Group R-2.  For 
the purpose of establishing automatic sprinkler 
requirements of this section, fire walls as 
described in I.B.C., Section 705 shall not 
constitute separate buildings. 

 
(25) The addition of Section 903.2.10.3, entitled Self-

service storage facility., to read as follows: 
 

903.2.10.3 Self service storage facility. An 
automatic sprinkler system shall be installed 
throughout all self-service storage facilities. 
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EXCEPTION: One story self-service storage 
facilities, that have no interior corridors, with 
a one-hour fire barrier wall installed between 
every storage compartment. 
 

(26) The amendment of Section 903.2.12, entitled All 
occupancies except Groups R-3 and U., to amend the 
exception to read as follows: 

 
EXCEPTION: Group R-3 as applicable in Section 
101.2 with approved fire department access and 
Group U occupancies, an automatic sprinkler system 
shall be installed. 
 

(27) The amendment of Section 903.2.12.3, entitled 
Buildings over 55 feet in height., to read as 
follows:  

 
903.2.12.3 Buildings over two stories in height. 
An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed 
throughout buildings, other than penthouses in 
compliance with Section 1509, 3 stories or more in 
height. 

 
EXCEPTION: Open parking structures in compliance 
with Section 406.3. 
 

(28) The addition of Section 903.2.12.4, entitled High-
Piled Combustible Storage., to read as follows:  

 
903.2.12.4 High-Piled Combustible Storage. For any 
building with a clear height exceeding 12 feet 
(4572 mm), see Chapter 23 of the Fire Code to 
determine if those provisions apply. 

 
(29) The addition of Section 903.2.12.5, entitled Spray 

Booths and Rooms., to read as follows:  
 

903.2.12.5 Spray Booths and Rooms. New and 
existing spray booths and spraying rooms shall be 
protected by an approved automatic fire-
extinguishing system. 
 

(30) The amendment of Section 903.3.1.1.1, entitled 
Exempt locations., to read as follows: 

 
903.3.1.1.1 Exempt locations. When approved by the 
code official, automatic sprinklers shall not be 
required in the following rooms or areas where 
such rooms or areas are protected with an approved 
automatic fire detection system in accordance with 
Section 907.2 that will respond to visible or 
invisible particles of combustion.  Sprinklers 
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shall not be omitted from any room merely because 
it is damp, of fire-resistance-rated construction 
or contains electrical equipment. 
 
1. Any room where the application of water, or 

flame and water, constitutes a serious life or 
fire hazard. 

2. Any room or space where sprinklers are 
considered undesirable because of the nature 
of the contents, when approved by the code 
official. 

3. Generator and transformer rooms, under the 
direct control of a public utility, separated 
from the remainder of the building by walls 
and floor/ceiling or roof/ceiling assemblies 
having a fire-resistance rating of not less 
than two hours. 

 
(31) The amendment of Section 903.3.1.2, entitled NFPA 

13R sprinkler systems., to read as follows: 
 

903.3.1.2 NFPA 13R sprinkler system. Where allowed 
in buildings of Group R, up to and including four 
stories in height, automatic sprinkler systems 
shall be hydraulically calculated within the 
dwelling unit in accordance with NFPA 13R.  
Sprinkler protection shall be provided throughout, 
including the means of egress, patios, bathrooms, 
closets, balconies and attics. 
 

(32) The amendment of Section 903.3.1.3, entitled NFPA 
13D sprinkler systems., to read as follows: 
 
903.3.1.3 NFPA 13D sprinkler systems. Non-required 
automatic sprinkler systems in one and two-family 
dwellings and manufactured homes may be installed 
in accordance with NFPA 13D. 
 

(33) The amendment of Section 903.3.5, entitled Water 
supplies., to add a second paragraph to read as 
follows: 

 
Water supply as required for such systems shall be 
provided in conformance with the supply 
requirements of the respective standards; however, 
every fire protection system shall be designed 
with a 10 psi safety factor. 
 

(34) The amendment of Section 903.3.7, entitled Fire 
department connections., to read as follows: 

 
903.3.7 Fire department connections. The location 
of fire department connections shall be approved 
by the code official. 
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(35) The amendment of Section 903.4, entitled Sprinkler 

system monitoring and alarms., to amend and add a 
second paragraph after the exception to read as 
follows: 

 
903.4 Sprinkler system monitoring and alarms. All 
valves controlling the water supply for automatic 
sprinkler systems and water-flow switches on all 
sprinkler systems shall be electrically supervised 
and monitored by a UL listed Central Station.  The 
fire-pump system shall also be supervised and 
monitored for "power available," "phase reversal" 
and "pump running" conditions on distinct 
circuits. 

 
EXCEPTIONS: 
1. Automatic sprinkler systems protecting one-

and two-family dwellings. 
2. Limited area systems serving fewer than 20 

sprinklers. 
3. Jockey pump control valves that are sealed or 

locked in the open position. 
 

Sprinkler and standpipe system water-flow 
detectors shall be provided for each floor tap to 
the sprinkler system and shall cause an alarm upon 
detection of water flow. 
 

(36) The amendment of Section 903.4.2, entitled 
Alarms., to read as follows: 

 
903.4.2 Alarms. Approved audible devices shall be 
connected to every automatic sprinkler system.  
Such sprinkler water-flow devices shall be 
activated by water flow equivalent to the flow of 
a single sprinkler of the smallest orifice size 
installed in the system.  Alarm devices shall be 
provided on the exterior of the building in an 
approved location.  An approved audible/visible 
sprinkler flow alarm to alert the occupants shall 
be provided in the interior of the building in a 
normally occupied location.  Where a fire alarm 
system is installed, actuation of the automatic 
sprinkler system shall actuate the building fire 
alarm system. 

 
(37) The amendment of Section 903.4.3, entitled Floor 

control valves., to read as follows: 
 

903.4.3 Floor control valves. Sprinkler and 
standpipe system water-flow detectors shall be 
provided for each floor tap to the sprinkler 
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system and shall cause an alarm upon detection of 
water flow. 
 

(38) The amendment of Section 905.4, entitled Location 
of Class I standpipe hose connections., by 
revising item #5 to read as follows: 

 
5. Where the roof has a slope less than four units 
vertical in 12 units horizontal (33.3-percent 
slope), each standpipe shall be provided with a 
two-way hose connection located either on the roof 
or at the highest landing of stairways with stair 
access to the roof.  An additional hose connection 
shall be provided at the top of the most 
hydraulically remote standpipe for testing 
purposes. 
 

(39) The amendment of Section 905.9, entitled Valve 
supervision., to add a second paragraph after the 
exceptions to read as follows: 

 
Sprinkler and standpipe system water-flow 
detectors shall be provided for each floor tap to 
the sprinkler system and shall cause an alarm upon 
detection of water flow.  All control valves in 
the sprinkler and standpipe systems except for 
fire department hose connection valves shall be 
electrically supervised to initiate a supervisory 
signal at the central station upon tampering.  

  
(40) The addition of Sections 907.1.2.1, 907.1.2.2 and 

907.1.2.3 to read as follows: 
 

907.1.2.1 Fire alarm control panel. The fire alarm 
control panel shall be installed in an approved 
location adjacent to the main entrance to the 
building unless otherwise approved by the Fire 
Code Official 

 
907.1.2.2 Key/Codes. Fire alarm control panel 
functions such as silence and reset shall be 
operable without the use of a key or code.  The 
panel cover may be locked, but the function keys 
cannot require a key or code. 

 
907.1.2.3 Alarm verification. Alarm verification 
shall be provided for smoke detectors.  Alarm 
verification shall be provided at the fire alarm 
control panel when more than thirty (30) detectors 
are installed. 

 
EXCEPTION: Alarm verification is not required for 
single station type smoke detectors. 
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(41) The addition of Section 907.1.3, entitled Design 
Standards., to read as follows: 

 
907.1.3 Design Standards. Fire alarm systems, 
automatic fire detectors, emergency voice alarm 
communication systems and notification devices 
shall be designed, installed and maintained in 
accordance with NFPA 72 and local amendments.  All 
alarm systems new or replacement serving 50 or 
more alarm actuating devices shall be addressable 
fire detection systems.  Alarm systems serving 
more than 75 smoke detectors or more than 200 
total alarm activating devices shall be analog 
intelligent addressable fire detection systems. 
 
EXCEPTION: Existing systems need not comply unless 
the total building remodel or expansion initiated 
after January 1, 1998 exceeds 30% of the building.  
When cumulative building remodel or expansion 
exceeds 50% of the building must comply within 18 
months of permit application. 
 

(42) The amendment of Section 907.2.3, entitled Group 
E., to read as follows: 

 
907.2.3 Group E. A manual fire alarm system shall 
be installed in Group E educational occupancies.  
When automatic sprinkler systems or smoke 
detectors are installed, such systems or detectors 
shall be connected to the building fire alarm 
system.  An approved smoke detection system shall 
be installed in Group E day care occupancies.  
Unless separated by a minimum of 100' open space, 
all buildings, whether portable buildings or the 
main building, will be considered one building for 
alarm occupant load consideration and 
interconnection of alarm systems. 
 

(43) The amendment of Section 907.2.3, entitled Group 
E., exception #1, and the addition of exception 
#1.1 added to read as follows: 

 
EXCEPTIONS: 
1. Group E educational and day care occupancies 

with an occupant load of less than 50 when 
provided with an approved automatic sprinkler 
system. 

1.1 Residential In-Home day care with not more 
than 12 children may use interconnected 
single station detectors in all habitable 
rooms.  (For care of more than five children 
2½ or less years of age, see Section 
907.2.6).  
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(44) The addition of Section 907.2.8.2, entitled Carbon 
Monoxide Detectors., to read as follows: 
 
907.2.8.2 Carbon Monoxide Detectors. In hotels and 
motels, carbon monoxide detectors shall be 
provided in all locations where there is gas-fired 
equipment, such as, but not limited to, dryers, 
HVAC, or hot water heaters. 
 

(45) The addition of Section 907.2.9.1, entitled Manual 
fire alarm boxes., to read as follows: 

 
 907.2.9.1 Manual Fire Alarm Boxes. Manual fire 

alarm boxes are prohibited in Group R-2 apartment 
houses less than four (4) stories in height. 

 
(46) The amendment of Section 907.2.12, entitled High- 

rise buildings., exception #3, to read as follows: 
 

3. Buildings with an occupancy in Group A-5 in 
accordance with Section 303.1 of the International 
Building Code, when used for open air seating; 
however, this exception does not apply to 
accessory uses, including but not limited to sky 
boxes, restaurants and similarly enclosed areas. 
 

(47) The amendment of Section 907.2.12.2, entitled 
Emergency voice/alarm communication system., to 
read as follows: 

 
907.2.12.2 Emergency voice/alarm communication 
system. The operation of any automatic fire 
detector, sprinkler water-flow device or manual 
fire alarm box shall automatically sound an alert 
tone followed by voice instructions giving 
approved information and directions on a general 
or selective basis to the following terminal areas 
on a minimum of the alarming floor, the floor 
above, and the floor below in accordance with the 
International Fire Code. 
 

(48) The amendment of Section 907.3, entitled Manual 
fire alarm boxes., to add a second paragraph to 
read as follows: 

 
Manual alarm actuating devices shall be an 
approved double action type. 
 

(49) The addition of Section 907.5.1 entitled Alarms., 
to read as follows: 

 
907.5.1 Alarms. All fire alarm systems shall be 
installed in such a manner that the failure of any 
single alarm-actuating or alarm-indicating device 
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will not interfere with the normal operation of 
any other such devices.  All systems shall be 
Class "A" wired with a minimum of six feet 
separation between supply and return loops.  IDC – 
Class "A" style – D – SLC Class "A" Style 6 – 
notification Class "B" Style Y. 
 

(50) The amendment of Section 907.8.2, entitled High-
rise buildings., by adding an exception to read as 
follows: 

 
EXCEPTION: Addressable systems. 
 

(51) The amendment of Section 1003.2.12.2, entitled 
Opening limitations., exception #3 to read as 
follows: 

 
3. In occupancies in Group I-3, F, H or in non-
public portions of S, balusters, horizontal 
intermediate rails or other construction shall not 
permit a sphere with a diameter of 21 inches (533 
mm) to pass through any opening. 

 
(52) The amendment of Section 1003.3.1.3.4, entitled 

Access-controlled egress doors., to read as 
follows: 

 
1003.3.1.3.4 Access-controlled egress doors. The 
entrance doors in a means of egress in buildings 
with an occupancy in Group A, B, E, M, R-1 or R-2 
and entrance doors to tenant spaces in occupancies 
in Groups A, B, E, M, R-1, and R-2 are permitted 
to be equipped with an approved entrance and 
egress access control system which shall be 
installed in accordance with the following 
criteria: 

 
1. Egress doors shall be readily openable from 
the egress side without the use of a key, card or 
special knowledge of effort. 
2. Push buttons are not allowed for egress 
purposes. 
3. All devices utilized for exiting shall be 
listed for the purpose. 
4. Activation of the building fire alarm system 
and/or sprinkler system, if provided, shall 
automatically unlock the doors, and the doors 
shall remain unlocked until the fire alarm system 
has been reset. 
5. A Knox box may be required by the Fire Code 
Official for Fire Department access. 
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(53) The amendment of Section 1003.3.1.8.2, entitled 
Delayed egress locks., to revise and add a 
sentence after Items 1-6 to read as follows: 

 
1003.3.1.8.2 Delayed egress locks.  Approved, 
listed, delayed egress locks shall be permitted to 
be installed on doors serving any occupancy except 
Group A, E and H occupancies in buildings which 
are equipped throughout with an automatic 
sprinkler system in accordance with Section 
903.3.1.1 and an approved automatic smoke or heat 
detection system installed in accordance with 
Section 907, provided that the doors unlock in 
accordance with Items 1 through 6 below.  A 
building occupant shall not be required to pass 
through more than one door equipped with a delayed 
egress lock before entering an exit. 
 
(Items 1-6 remain unchanged.) 
 
A permit from the Fire Department is required 
prior to the installation of any delayed egress 
locks or other special locking systems. 

 
(54) The amendment of Section 1004.3.2.1, entitled 

Construction., to add exception #5 to read as 
follows: 

 
5. In Group B office buildings, corridor walls and 
ceilings need not be of fire-resistive 
construction within office spaces of a single 
tenant when the space is equipped with an approved 
automatic smoke-detection system within the 
corridor.  The actuation of any detector shall 
activate alarms audible in all areas served by the 
corridor.  The smoke-detection system shall be 
connected to the building's fire alarm system 
where such a system is provided.  
 

(55) The amendment of Section 1005.2.1, entitled 
Minimum number of exits., to read as follows: 

 
1005.2.1 Minimum number of exits. Every floor area 
shall be provided with the minimum number of 
approved independent exits as required by Table 
1005.2.1 based on the occupant load except as 
modified in Section 1005.2.2.  For the purpose of 
this chapter, occupied roofs shall be provided 
with exits as required for floors.  The required 
number of exits from any story, basement or 
individual space shall be maintained until arrival 
at grade or the public way. 
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(56) The amendment of Section 1101.2, entitled Design., 
to add an exception to read as follows: 

 
EXCEPTION. Buildings regulated under State Law and 
built in accordance with State certified plans, 
including any variances or waivers granted by the 
State, shall be deemed to be in compliance with 
the requirements of this Chapter. 
 

(57) The amendment of Section 1108.2.1, entitled Unisex 
toilet and bathing rooms., to read as follows: 

 
1108.2.1 Unisex toilet and bathing rooms. In 
assembly and mercantile occupancies, an accessible 
unisex toilet room shall be provided where an 
aggregate of six or more male or female water 
closets are provided.  In buildings of mixed 
occupancy, only those water closets required for 
the assembly or mercantile occupancy shall be used 
to determine the unisex toilet room requirement.  
In recreational facilities where separate-sex 
bathing rooms are provided, an accessible unisex 
bathing room shall be provided.  Fixtures located 
within unisex toilet and bathing rooms shall be 
included in determining the number of fixtures 
provided in an occupancy. 
 

(58) The amendment of Section 1209.2, entitled Walls., 
exception #2, to read as follows: 

 
2. Toilet rooms that are not accessible to the 
public and which have not more than one water 
closet; provided that walls around urinals comply 
with the minimum surrounding material specified by 
the Plumbing Code. 

 
 (59) The amendment of Section 1202.1, entitled General, 

to add the exception to read as follows: 
 

  EXCEPTION: Private laundry rooms in Group R, 
Division 2 and inside individual dwelling units of 
Group R, Division 3 and 4 Occupancies. 

 
(60) The amendment of Section 1403.3, entitled Vapor 

retarder., to delete the exceptions and revise to 
read as follows: 

 
1403.3 Vapor retarder. In all framed walls, floors 
and roof/ceilings comprising elements of the 
building thermal envelope, a vapor retarder, when 
installed, shall be installed in a manner so as to 
not trap moisture.  Vapor retarders shall be 
tested in accordance with ASTM E 96. 
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 (61) The amendment of Table 1405.2, entitled Minimum 
Thickness of Weather Coverings., by adding 
footnote "d" wood shingles to read as follows:  

 
d:  Wood shingles and shakes shall not be used as 
an exterior wall covering within seven feet (7') 
of grade for Group R-1 and R-2 Occupancies. 

 
All wood shingles or shakes to be used as an 
exterior wall covering for Group R-1 and R-2 
Occupancies shall be fire-retardant shakes and 
shingles.  Fire-retardant shakes and shingles are 
wood shakes and shingles complying with ASTM D 
2898 impregnated by the full-cell vacuum-pressure 
process with fire retardant chemicals, and have 
been qualified by ASTM E 108 or U.L. 790 for use 
on Class A, B or C roofs.  Each bundle of treated 
wood shakes and shingles shall bear labels 
identifying their roof covering classification and 
approved quality control agency.   

 
(62) The amendment of Table 1505.1, entitled Minimum 

Roof Covering Classification for Types of 
Construction., by replacing footnote b and c with 
the following: 

 
b. All individual replacement shingles or shakes 

shall be in compliance with the rating required 
by this table. 

c. Non-classified roof coverings shall be 
permitted on buildings of U occupancies having 
not more than 120 sq. ft. of projected roof 
area.  When exceeding 120 sq. ft. of projected 
roof area, buildings of U occupancies may use 
non-rated non-combustible roof coverings. 

 
(63) The amendment of Section 1505.7, entitled Special 

purpose roofs., by deleting it in its entirety. 
 
 (64) The amendment of Section 1510.3, entitled 

Recovering verses replacement., by the addition of 
subparagraph #4, to read as follows: 

 
  4. Asphalt shingles.  Not more than one overlay 

of asphalt shingles shall be applied over an 
existing asphalt or wood shingle roof. 

 
(65) The amendment of Section 1610.2, entitled 

Retaining Walls, by the addition of the following 
paragraph and "EXCEPTION": 

 
Retaining walls exceeding three feet (3') in 
height shall be constructed of materials other 
than wood, including treated wood products, and 
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shall be designed by a professional engineer.  A 
wall built in tiers shall be considered a single 
wall in height when the upper tier is set back 
less than one and one-half (1½) times the height 
of the wall section below. 

 
EXCEPTION:  Retaining walls erected on properties 
used for Group R-3 occupancies may be constructed 
up to six feet (6') in height of any approved 
materials.  A professional engineer shall design 
these retaining walls when exceeding a height of 
four feet (4').  Unless specifically approved by 
the Building Official, such walls shall not 
support a building, driveway or other permanent 
construction closer to the wall than one and one-
half (1½) times the full height of the wall. 
 

(66) The amendment of Section 1704.1, entitled General, 
to revise the first sentence to read as follows: 

 
 All construction or work for which a permit is 

required shall be subject to inspection by the 
Building Official.  The Building Official may 
require certain types of construction to have 
continuous inspection by special inspectors as 
specified in Chapter 17 of this code. 

 
(67) The addition of Section 2308.2.3, entitled 

Application to engineered design., to read as 
follows: 

 
2308.2.3 Application to engineered design. When 
accepted by the code official, any portion of this 
section is permitted to apply to buildings that 
are otherwise outside the limitations of this 
section provided that: 

 
1. The resulting design will comply with the 

requirements specified in Chapter 16; 
2. The load limitations of various elements of 

this section are not exceeded; and 
3. The portions of this section which apply are 

identified by an engineer in the construction 
documents. 

 
(68) The amendment of Section 2406.2.1, entitled 

Exceptions, number 2, to read as follows: 
 

2. Decorative glass, in Section 2406.2 items 1, 6 
or 7 when used for decorative purposes or item 5 
when not equipped with a showerhead. 
 

(69) The amendment of Section 2901.1, entitled Scope., 
by adding a sentence to read as follows: 
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The provisions of this Chapter are meant to work 
in coordination with the provisions of Chapter 4 
of the Plumbing Code.  Should any conflicts arise 
between the two chapters, the Code Official shall 
determine which provision applies. 

 
(70) The amendment of Section 2902.1, entitled Minimum 

number fixtures., to read as follows: 
 

2902.1 Minimum number of fixtures. Plumbing 
fixtures shall be provided for the type of 
occupancy and in the minimum number as follows: 
 
1. Assembly Occupancies: At lease one drinking 

fountain shall be provided at each floor level 
in an approved location. 

 
EXCEPTION: A drinking fountain need not be 
provided in a drinking or dining 
establishment. 
 

2. Groups A, B, F, H, I, M and S Occupancies: 
Buildings or portions thereof where persons 
are employed shall be provided with at least 
one water closet for each sex except as 
provided for in Section 2902.2. 

3. Group E Occupancies: Shall be provided with 
fixtures as shown in Table 2902.1 

4. Group R Occupancies: Shall be provided with 
fixtures as shown in Table 2902.1 

 
Types of occupancies not shown in Table 2902.1 
shall be considered individually by the building 
official.  The number of occupants shall be 
determined by this code.  Occupancy classification 
shall be determined in accordance with Chapter 3. 
 

(71) The addition of Section 2902.1.1, entitled Finish 
material., to read as follows: 

 
2902.1.1 Finish material. Finish materials shall 
comply with Section 1209. 
 

(72) The addition of Section 2902.1.2, entitled Unisex 
toilet and bath fixtures., to read as follows: 

 
2902.2 Unisex toilet and bath fixtures. Fixtures 
located within unisex toilet and bathing rooms 
complying with Chapter 11 are permitted to be 
included in determining the minimum required 
number of fixtures for assembly and mercantile 
occupancies. 
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(73) The amendment of Section 3109.1, entitled General, 
to read as follows: 

 
 The provisions of this section shall apply to the 

design and construction of barriers for all 
swimming pools. 

 
 EXCEPTION:  The following uses are regulated by 

State statute and are not subject to this section: 
 

1. Group R-2 apartments. 
 

2. A pool owned, controlled, or maintained by the 
owner of a multi-unit rental complex or by 
property owners association. 

 
 (74) The amendment of Section 3109.2 entitled 

Definitions, to read as follows: 
 
  3109.2  Definition.  The following words and terms 

shall, for the purposes of this section and as 
used elsewhere in this code, have the meaning 
shown herein. 

 
  MULTI-UNIT RENTAL COMPLEX is two or more dwelling 

units in one or more buildings that are under 
common ownership, managed by the same owner, 
managing agent, or management company, and located 
on the same lot or tract of land or adjacent lots 
or tracts of land.  The term includes a 
condominium project.  The term does not include: 

 
  (A) A facility primarily renting rooms to 

overnight guests; or 
 
  (B) A single-family home or adjacent single-

family homes that are not part of a condominium 
project. 

 
  POOL DECK is a flat walking surface consisting of 

wood, stone, brick, concrete or other similar 
material located within five feet (5') of the 
waters edge of a swimming pool or spa.   

 
  PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION is an association of 

property owners for a residential subdivision, 
condominium, cooperative, townhouse project, or 
other project involving residential dwellings. 

 
  SELF-CLOSING GATE is a gate, which closes or shuts 

automatically, without the aid of human, elec-
trical, solar or battery power after being opened. 
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  SELF-CLOSING AND SELF-LATCHING DEVICE is a device 
that causes a gate to automatically close and 
latch without human, electrical, solar or battery 
power. 

 
  SWIMMING POOLS.  Any structure intended for 

swimming, recreational bathing or wading that 
contains water over 24 inches (610 mm) deep.  This 
includes in-ground, aboveground and on-ground 
pools; hot tubs; spas and fixed-in-place wading 
pools. 

 
 (75) The amendment of  Section 3109.4.1.3, entitled 

Closely Spaced Horizontal Members, by the addition 
of an exception to number 1 to read as follows: 

 
  EXCEPTION:  When horizontal members are part of a 

fence that is at least 6 feet (1830 mm) in height, 
the horizontal members need not be on the pool 
side of the barrier. 

 
 (76) The amendment of Section 3109.4.1.7, entitled  

Gates, by the addition of an exception to number 4 
to read as follows: 

 
  EXCEPTION:  Driveway access gates across a paved 

or improved surface intended for regular vehicle 
access shall not be located in a swimming pool 
barrier." 

 
 (77) The amendment of Section 3304.1, entitled  

Excavation and Fill, by the addition of the 
following five (5) paragraphs and one (1) 
"EXCEPTION" after the first paragraph: 

 
Should trench excavations exceed five feet (5') in 
depth, bid documents and construction contracts 
must include provisions for specifications for 
adequate safety systems that meet Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) standards.  
Further, these plans and specifications shall 
include a pay item for these safety systems, which 
is to be a part of the contract.  In addition, a 
safety program outline shall be provided to the 
property owner by the contractor and the contrac-
tor's safety record shall be reviewed as a 
condition of the contract award. 

 
Prior to performing such excavations, the contrac-
tor must submit plans and specifications for 
trench shoring to the Building Official for 
review.  The plans shall be stamped, signed and 
dated by a registered professional engineer 
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attesting that these plans meet OSHA requirements 
in accordance with state law. 

 
  The contract requirements of this Section shall 

not apply to contracts entered into with persons 
subject to the safety standards adopted under 
V.A.C.S., Article 6053-1, entitled Transportation 
of Gas and Gas Pipeline Facilities. 

 
Acceptable fill shall only be comprised of one or 
more of the following materials:  Dirt, concrete 
or asphalt.  No person shall cause, allow, suffer 
or permit fill containing any other material to be 
used for any building, structure, foundation or 
retaining structure. 

 
  No person shall cause, allow, suffer or permit 

fill to be placed or stored, upon any undeveloped 
lot not currently experiencing ongoing 
construction, in such a manner that said fill is 
not spread uniformly so that no area of fill 
differs in height by more than twenty-four inches 
(24") from any other area of fill on said lot.  
Provided, however, that upon written notice by the 
Building Official or a designated representative, 
the record property owner of any such lot shall be 
allowed forty-five (45) days to remove or spread 
said fill in order to comply with this provision.  
Notice shall be deemed sufficient for this purpose 
if mailed, by certified mail, return receipt 
requested, to the last-known address of the record 
property owner, or if personally delivered to said 
owner. 

 
EXCEPTION:  This provision shall not apply to fill 
located upon the premises of a business, which 
provides said fill to others for compensation.  A 
valid certificate of occupancy for such business 
shall be sufficient to establish the applicability 
of this exception. 

 
D. The amendment of the following I.R.C. provisions: 
 

(1) The amendment of Section R102.4, entitled 
Referenced codes and standards., to read as 
follows: 

 
R102.4 Referenced codes and standards.  The codes, 
when specifically adopted, and standards 
referenced in this code shall be considered part 
of the requirements of this code to the prescribed 
extent of each such reference.  Whenever 
amendments have been adopted to the referenced 
codes and standards, each reference to said code 
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and standards shall be considered to reference the 
amendments as well.  Any reference made to NFPA 70 
or the ICC Electrical Code shall mean the 
Electrical Code as adopted. 

 
Where differences occur between provisions of this 
code and referenced codes and standards, the 
provisions of this code shall apply. 

 
EXCEPTION:  Where enforcement of a code provision 
would violate the conditions of the listing of the 
equipment or appliance, the conditions of the 
listing and manufacture's instructions shall 
apply.  

 
(2) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R202, entitled 

Definitions., to revise the definition of 
"Townhouse" to read as follows: 

 
TOWNHOUSE. A single-family dwelling unit 
constructed in a group of attached units separated 
by property lines in which each unit extends from 
foundation to roof and with open space on at least 
two sides. 

 
(3) The amendment of table R301.2(1), entitled 

Climatic and Geographic Design Criteria, fill in 
as follows: 

 
Wind Ground 

Snow 
Load 

 
Speede (mph) 

Seismic 
Design 

Categoryf,g

5 lb/ft2 90 (3-sec-gust)/75 fastest mile A 
 

Subject to damage from 
 

Weatheringa
Frost 
line 
depthb

 
Termitec

 
Decayd

 
Winter 
Design 
Tempf

 
Flood 

Hazardsh

 
Moderate 

 
6" 

Very 
heavy 

Slight 
to 

moderate

 
22°F 

Local 
code 

 
(4) The amendment of I.R.C. Section 302, entitled 

Location on lot., by the addition of Section 
R302.4 entitled Fire sprinkler system., to read as 
follows: 

 
R302.4 Fire sprinkler system.  All R3 and U 
occupancies are required to have an approved fire 
sprinkler system. 
 
EXCEPTION: Buildings with an approved fire 
department access. 
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(5) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R302.1, entitled 
Exterior walls., Exception, to read as follows: 

 
EXCEPTIONS: 
1. Tool and storage sheds, playhouses and 

similar structures exempted from permits by 
Section R105.2 are not required to provide 
wall protection based on location on the lot.  
Projections beyond the exterior wall shall 
not extend over the lot line. 

2. Open metal carport structures may be 
constructed within zero (0) feet of the 
property line without fire-resistive or 
opening projection when the location of such 
is approved as required by other City 
ordinances. 

 
(6) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R303.3, entitled 

Bathrooms., Exception, to read as follows: 
 

EXCEPTIONS: The glazed areas shall not be required 
where artificial light and a mechanical 
ventilation system, complying with one of the 
following, are provided. 
 
1. The minimum ventilation rates shall be 50 cfm 

(23.6 L/s) for intermittent ventilation or 20 
cfm (9.4 L/s) for continuous ventilation.  
Ventilation air from the space shall be 
exhausted directly to the outside. 

3. Bathrooms that contain only a water closet, 
lavatory or combination thereof may be 
ventilated with an approved mechanical 
recirculating fan or similar device designed 
to remove odors from the air. 

 
(7) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R303.6, entitled 

Required heating., to read as follows: 
 

R303.6 Required heating. Every dwelling unit 
shall be provided with heating facilities capable 
of maintaining a minimum room temperature of 68ºF 
(20ºC) at a point 3 feet (914 mm) above the floor 
and 2 feet (610 mm) from exterior walls in all 
habitable rooms at the design temperature. 

 
(8) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R314.8, entitled 

Under stair protection., to read as follows: 
 
R314.8 Under stair protection. Enclosed accessible 
space under stairs shall have walls, under stair 
surface and any soffits protected on the enclosed 
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side with 5/8-inch (15.8 mm) fire-rated gypsum 
board or one-hour fire-resistive construction. 

 
(9) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R321.1, entitled 

Two-family dwellings., to add a second exception 
to read as follows: 

 
2. Two-family dwelling units that are also 

divided by a property line through the 
structure shall be separated as required for 
townhouses. 

 
(10) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R322.1, entitled 

Moisture control., to delete the exceptions and 
revise to read as follows: 

 
R322.1 Moisture control. In all framed walls, 
floors and roof/ceilings comprising elements of 
the building thermal envelope, a vapor retarder, 
when installed, shall be installed in a manner so 
as to not trap moisture. 

 
(11) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R327.1, entitled 

General., to read as follows: 
 

R327.1 General. All buildings and structures, when 
permitted to be erected in areas prone to flooding 
as identified in Table R301.2(1) and classified as 
either flood hazard areas (including A Zones) or 
coastal high hazard areas (including V-Zones), 
shall be constructed and elevated as required by 
the provisions contained in this section or by 
other local provisions as applicable. 
 

(12) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R403.1.6, entitled 
Foundation anchorage., to revise the second 
sentence of the second paragraph to read as 
follows: 

 
There shall be a minimum of two bolts per piece 
with one bolt located not more than 12 inches (305 
mm) or less than seven bolt diameters from each 
end of the piece. 

 
(13) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R703.7.4.1, 

entitled Size and spacing., to add a second 
paragraph to read as follows: 

 
For 3¼ square feet (0.302 m2) of wall area, the 
following dimensions shall be adhered to: 
1. When ties are placed on studs 16" o.c., they 

shall be spaced no further apart than 29" 
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vertically starting approximately 15" from the 
foundation. 

2. When ties are placed on studs 24" o.c., they 
shall be spaced no further apart than 19" 
vertically starting approximately 10" from the 
foundation. 

 
(14) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R703.7.4.2, 

entitled Air space., to add a second paragraph to 
read as follows: 

 
When using ties that will flex when pushed, spot 
bedding of cement mortar shall be installed on all 
ties. 
 

(15) The addition of I.R.C. Section R902.3, entitled 
Minimum roof class., to read as follows: 

 
R902.3 Minimum roof class. All roof coverings 
shall be a minimum Class C.  All individual 
replacement shingles or shakes shall be a minimum 
Class C. 

 
EXCEPTION: Non-classified roof coverings shall be 
permitted on buildings of U occupancies having not 
more than 120 sq. ft. of projected roof area.  
When exceeding 120 sq. ft. of projected roof area, 
buildings of U occupancies may use non-rated non-
combustible coverings. 
 

(16) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R907.1, entitled 
General., to add a sentence to read as follows: 

 
All individual replacement shingles or shakes 
shall comply with Section R902.3. 

 
(17) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R1005.2, entitled 

Exterior air intake., to read as follows: 
 

R1005.2 Exterior air intake. The exterior air 
intake shall be capable of providing all 
combustion air from the exterior of the dwelling 
or from spaces within the dwelling ventilated with 
outside air such as attic spaces.  The exterior 
air intake shall not be located within the garage 
or basement of the dwelling nor shall the air 
intake be located at an elevation higher than the 
firebox.  The exterior air intake shall be covered 
with a corrosion-resistant screen of ¼-inch (6.4 
mm) mesh. 
 

(18) The addition of I.R.C. Section N1101.1.3.4, 
entitled Exterior basement or slab insulation., 
to read as follows: 
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N1101.1.3.4 Exterior basement or slab insulation.  
When susceptibility to termite damage is 
classified as "very heavy" according to Table 
R301.2(1), designs employing basement or slab 
exterior insulation capable of harboring termites 
shall not be utilized. 
 

(19) The amendment of I.R.C. Section N1101.2.1, 
entitled Residential buildings, type A-1., to 
read as follows: 

 
N1101.2.1 Residential Buildings, Type A-1. 
Compliance shall be demonstrated by one of the 
following: 
 
1. Meeting the requirements of this chapter for 

buildings with a glazing area that does not 
exceed 15 percent of the gross area of 
exterior walls;  

2. Meeting the requirements of this chapter for 
buildings with a glazing area that is greater 
than 15 percent but not exceeding 20 percent 
of the gross area of exterior walls and air 
conditioning equipment rated 12 SEER or 
higher;  

3. Meeting the requirements of this chapter for 
buildings with a glazing area that is greater 
than 20 percent but not exceeding 25 percent 
of the gross area of exterior walls and air 
conditioning equipment rated 14 SEER or 
higher; or 

4. Meeting the requirements of the International 
Energy Conservation Code for residential 
buildings, Type A-1. 

 
(20) The amendment of I.R.C. Section N1102.1, entitled 

Thermal performance criteria., to read as 
follows: 

 
N1102.1 Thermal performance criteria.  The minimum 
required insulation R-value or maximum required U-
factor for each element in the building thermal 
envelope (fenestration, roof/ceiling, opaque wall, 
floor, slab edge, crawl space wall and basement 
wall) shall be in accordance with the criteria in 
Table N1102.1. 
 
Residential building, Type A-1, with greater than 
25 percent glazing area; residential buildings, 
Type A-2, with greater than 25 percent glazing 
area; and any building in climates with HDD equal 
to or greater than 13,000; shall determine 
compliance using the building envelope 
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requirements of the International Energy 
Conservation Code. 
 

(21) The amendment of I.R.C. Table N1102.1, entitled 
Simplified Prescriptive Building Envelope Thermal 
Component Criteria Minimum Required Thermal 
Performance (U-factor and R-value)., to read as 
follows: 

 
MINIMUM INSULATION R-VALUE [(hr*ft

2

*F)/Btu] MAXIMUM 
GLAZING 

U- 
FACTOR 

[Btu/(hr
*ft

2

*F)] 

Ceilings 
open to 
Attic 
Space 

Ceiling 
Joist/ 
Roof 
Rafter 
Assembly

 
Walls

 
Floors

 
Basement 
Walls 

 
Slab 

perimeter

 
Crawl 
space
walls

0.65 R-38 R-22 R-13 R-19 R-0 R-0 R-0 
 
(22) The amendment of I.R.C. Section N1102.2, entitled 

Maximum solar heat gain coefficient for 
fenestration products., to read as follows: 

 
N1102.2 Maximum solar heat gain coefficient for 
fenestration products.  The area-weighted-average 
solar heat gain coefficient (SHGC) for glazed 
fenestration installed in climate zones with less 
than 3,500 HDD shall not exceed 0.40. 
 

(23) The addition of I.R.C. Section M1304.2, entitled 
Minimum burial depth., to read as follows: 

 
M1304.2 Minimum burial depth. Underground fuel 
piping systems shall be installed a minimum depth 
of 18 inches (458 mm) below grade. 
 

(24) The amendment of I.R.C. Section M1305.1.3, 
entitled Appliances in attics., to read as 
follows: 

 
M1305.1.3 Appliances in attics.  Attics containing 
appliances requiring access shall be provided with 
an opening and a clear and unobstructed passageway 
large enough to allow removal of the largest 
appliance, but not less than 30 inches (762 mm) 
high and 22 inches (559 mm) wide and not more than 
20 feet (6096 mm) in length when measured along 
the centerline of the passageway from the opening 
to the appliance.  The passageway shall have 
continuous solid flooring in accordance with 
Chapter 5 not less than 24 inches (610 mm) wide.  
A level service space at least 30 inches (762 mm) 
deep and 30 inches (762 mm) wide shall be present 
along all sides of the appliance where access is 
required.  The clear access opening dimensions 
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shall be a minimum of 20 inches by 30 inches (508 
mm by 762 mm), or larger where such dimensions are 
not large enough to allow removal of the largest 
appliance.  As a minimum, access to the attic 
space shall be provided by one of the following: 
 

1. A permanent stair. 
2. A pull down stair. 
3. An access door from an upper floor 

level. 
 
EXCEPTION: The passageway and level service space 
are not required where the appliance is capable of 
being serviced and removed through the required 
opening. 
 

(25) The addition of I.R.C. Section M1305.1.5, entitled 
Water heaters above ground or floor., and Section 
M1305.1.5.1 to read as follows: 

 
M1305.1.5 Water heaters above ground or floor.  
When the mezzanine or platform in which a water 
heater is installed is more than eight (8) feet 
(2438 mm) above the ground or floor level, it 
shall be made accessible by a stairway or 
permanent ladder fastened to the building. 
 
M1305.1.5.1. Whenever the mezzanine or platform is 
not adequately lighted or access to a receptacle 
outlet is not obtainable from the main level, 
lighting and a receptacle outlet shall be provided 
in accordance with Section M1305.1.3.1. 
 

(26) The amendment of I.R.C. Section M1305.1.3.1, 
entitled Electrical requirements., to add a 
sentence to read as follows: 

 
Low voltage wiring of 50 Volts or less shall be 
installed in a manner to prevent physical damage. 
 

(27) The amendment of I.R.C. Section M1305.1.4.1, 
entitled Ground clearance., to read as follows: 

 
M1305.1.4.1 Ground clearance. Appliances supported 
from the ground shall be level and firmly 
supported on a concrete slab or other approved 
material extending above the adjoining grade a 
minimum of 3 inches (76 mm).  Appliances suspended 
from the floor shall have a clearance of not less 
than 6 inches (152 mm) above the ground. 
 

(28) The amendment of I.R.C. Section M1305.1.4.3, 
entitled Electrical requirements., to add a 
sentence to read as follows: 
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Low voltage wiring of 50 Volts or less shall be 
installed in a manner to prevent physical damage. 
 

(29) The amendment of I.R.C. Section M1307.3.1, 
entitled Protection from impact., by deleting it 
in its entirety. 

 
(30) The amendment of I.R.C. Section M1501.2, entitled 

Exhaust duct size., to read as follows: 
 

M1501.2 Exhaust duct size.  The minimum diameter 
of the exhaust duct shall be as recommended by the 
manufacturer, shall be at least the diameter of 
the appliance outlet and shall be a minimum 
nominal size of 4 inches (102 mm) diameter.  The 
size of duct shall not be reduced along its 
developed length nor at the point of termination. 
 

(31) The amendment of I.R.C. Section M1501.3, entitled 
Length limitation., to read as follows: 

 
M1501.3 Length limitation.  The maximum length of 
a clothes dryer exhaust duct shall not exceed 25 
feet (7620 mm) from the dryer location to the wall 
or roof termination with not more than two bends.  
When extra bends are installed, the maximum length 
of the duct shall be reduced 2.5 feet (762 mm) for 
each 45-degree (0.79 rad) bend and 5 feet (1524 
mm) for each 90-degree (1.6 rad) bend that occur 
after the first tow bends, measuring in the 
direction of airflow.  The maximum length of the 
exhaust duct does not include the transition duct. 
 
EXCEPTION: Where the make and model of the clothes 
dryer to be installed is known and the 
manufacturer's installation instructions for such 
dryer are provided to the building official, the 
maximum length of the exhaust duct, including any 
transition duct, shall be permitted to be in 
accordance with the dryer manufacturer's 
installation requirements. 
 

(32) The amendment of I.R.C. Section M1601.3.4, 
entitled Duct insulation., item #1, to read as 
follows: 

 
1. Duct insulation shall conform to the 

requirements of Table M1601.3.4 and Section 
N1101.2.  Should there be any conflicts 
between this section and the energy 
efficiency provisions, the energy efficiency 
provisions shall take precedence. 
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A vapor retarder in accordance with Table 
M1601.3.4, or aluminum foil having a minimum 
thickness of 2 mils (0.051 mm), shall be 
installed on the exterior of insulation on 
cooling supply ducts that pass through 
nonconditioned spaces conducive to 
condensation. 

 
Insulations having a permeance of 0.05 perms 
[2.87 ng/(Pa•s•m2)] or less shall not be 
required to be covered. 
 
(Items 2 and 3 to remain unchanged.) 

 
(33) The addition of I.R.C. Table M1601.3.4, entitled 

Insulation of Ducts., to read as follows: 
 

Table M1601.3.4 - Insulation of Ducts 
 

 
 

Duct Location 

 
Insulation 

Types 
Mechanically 

Cooled 

 
 

Heating 
Zone 1

 
Insulation 

Types 
Heating 
Only 

 
 
On roof on exterior of 
building 

 
 
C, V2 and W 

 
I 
II 
III 

 
A and W 
B and W 
C and W 

 
 
Attics, garages and 
crawl spaces 

 
 

A and V2

 
I 
II 
III 

 
A 
A 
B 

 
 
In walls3, within 
floor-ceiling spaces3

 
 

A and V2

 
I 
II 
III 

 
A 
A 
B 

 
Within the conditioned 
space or in basements; 
return ducts in air 
plenums 

 
None 

required 

 
 

 
None 

required 

 
Cement slab or within 
ground 

 
None 

required 

 
 

 
None 

required 
 

Note: Where ducts are used for both heating and 
cooling, the minimum insulation shall be as required 
for the most restrictive condition. 

1 Heating Degree Days: 
Zone I below 4,500 D.D. 
Zone II 4,501 to 8,000 D.D. 
Zone III over 8,000 D.D. 
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2 Vapor retarders shall be installed on supply ducts in 
spaces vented to the outside in geographic areas 
where the summer dew point temperature based on the 
2 ½ percent column of dry-bulb and mean coincident 
wet-bulb temperature exceeds 600 F. (15.40 C). 

3 Insulation may be omitted on that portion of a duct 
which is located within a wall- or a floor-ceiling 
space where: 

 3.1 Both sides of the space are exposed to conditioned 
air. 

 3.2 The space is not ventilated. 
 3.3 The space is not used as a return plenum. 
 3.4 The space is not exposed to unconditioned air. 
Ceilings which form plenums need not be insulated. 
INSULATION TYPES4 : 
A -- A material with an installed conductance of 0.48 

[2.72 W/(m*K)] or the equivalent thermal resistance 
of 2.1 [0.367 (m*K)/W]. 
Example of materials capable of meeting the above 
requirements: 
1-inch (25 mm), 0.60 lb./cu.ft. (9.6 kg/m3) mineral 

fiber, rock, slag or glass blankets. 
½-inch (13 mm), 1.5 to 3 lb./cu.ft. (24 to 48 kg/m3) 

mineral fiber blanket duct liner. 
½-inch (13 mm), 3 to 10 lb./cu.ft. (48 to 160 kg/m3) 

mineral fiber board. 
B -- A material with an installed conductance of 0.24 

[1.36 W/(m*K)] or the equivalent thermal resistance 
of 4.2 [0.735 (m*K)/W]. 
Example of materials capable of meeting the above 
requirements:  
2-inch (51 mm), 0.60 lb./cu.ft. (9.6 kg/m3) mineral 

fiber blankets.  
1-inch (25 mm), 1.5 to 3 lb./cu.ft. (24 to 48 kg/m3) 

mineral fiber blanket duct liner.  
1-inch (25 mm), 3 to 10 lb./cu.ft. (48 to 160 kg/m3) 

mineral fiber board.  
C -- A material with an installed conductance of 0.16 

[0.9 W/(m*K)] or the equivalent thermal resistance 
of 6.3 [1.1 (m*K)/W]. 
Example of materials capable of meeting the above 
requirements:  
3-inch (76 mm), 0.60 lb./cu.ft. (9.6 kg/m3) mineral 

fiber blankets.  
1 ½-inch (38 mm), 1.5 to 3 lb./cu.ft. (24 to 48 

kg/m3) mineral fiber blanket duct liner.  
1 ½-inch (38 mm), 3 to 10 lb./cu.ft. (48 to 160 

kg/m3) mineral fiber board.  
V --Vapor Retarders: Material with a perm rating not 

exceeding 0.05 perm [29 ng/Pa*s*m2].  All joints to 
be sealed. 

W - Approved weatherproof barrier. 
4 The example of materials listed under each type is 

not meant to limit other available thickness and 
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density combinations with the equivalent installed 
conductance or resistance based on the insulation 
only. 

 
(34) The amendment of I.R.C. Section M2005.2, entitled 

Prohibited locations., to read as follows: 
 

M2005.2 Prohibited locations. Fuel-fired water 
heaters shall not be installed in a room used as a 
storage closet.  Water heaters located in a 
bedroom or bathroom shall be installed in a sealed 
enclosure so that combustion air will not be taken 
from the living space.  Access to such enclosure 
may be from the bedroom or bathroom when through a 
solid door, weather-stripped in accordance with 
the exterior door air leakage requirements of the 
International Energy Conservation Code and 
equipped with an approved self-closing device. 
Direct-vent water heaters are not required to be 
installed within an enclosure. 
 

(35) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2403 (202), 
entitled General Definitions., to revise the 
definition of "Unvented Room Heater" to add a 
sentence to read as follows: 

 
For the purpose of installation, this definition 
shall also include "Unvented Decorative 
Appliances." 
 

(36) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2407.15 (304.15), 
entitled Combustion air ducts., exception to item 
#1 to read as follows: 

 
EXCEPTION: Unobstructed stud and joist spaces 
within dwelling units shall not be prohibited from 
conveying combustion air, provided that not more 
than one required fireblock is removed. 
 

(37) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2408.3 (305.4), 
entitled Private garages., by deleting it in its 
entirety. 

 
(38) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2411.5 (401.5), 

entitled Identification., to add a second 
paragraph to read as follows: 

 
Both ends of each section of medium pressure 
corrugated stainless steel tubing (CSST) shall 
identify its operating gas pressure with an 
approved tag.  The tags are to be composed of 
aluminum or stainless steel and the following 
wording shall be stamped into the tag: 
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"WARNING 
½ to 5 psi gas pressure 
Do Not Remove" 
 

(39) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2412.3 (402.3), 
entitled Sizing., to add an exception to read as 
follows: 

 
EXCEPTION: Corrugated stainless steel tubing 
(CSST) shall be a minimum of ½". 
 

(40) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2414.6 (404.6), 
entitled Piping in solid floors., to read as 
follows: 

 
G2414.6 (404.6) Piping in solid floors. Piping in 
solid floor shall be laid in channels in the floor 
and covered in a manner that will allow access to 
the piping with a minimum amount of damage to the 
building. Where such piping is subject to exposure 
to excessive moisture or corrosive substances, the 
piping shall be protected in an approved manner.  
As an alternative to installation in channels, the 
piping shall be installed in accordance with 
Section G2414.11 (404.11). 
 

(41) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2414.9 (404.9), 
entitled Minimum burial depth., to read as 
follows: 

 
G2414.9 (404.9) Minimum burial depth. Underground 
piping systems shall be installed a minimum depth 
of 18 inches (458 mm) below grade. 
 

(42) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2414.9.1 
(404.9.1), entitled Individual outside 
appliances., by deleting it in its entirety. 

 
(43) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2416.4 (406.4), 

entitled Test pressure measurements., to add a 
sentence to read as follows: 

 
The equipment used shall be of an appropriate 
scale such that pressure loss can be easily 
determined. 
 

(44) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2416.4.1 
(406.4.1), entitled Test pressure., to read as 
follows: 

 
G2416.4.1 (406.4.1) Test pressure. The test 
pressure to be used shall be not less than 10 psig 
(68.9 kPa gauge), or at the discretion of the Code 
Official, the piping and valves may be tested at a 
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pressure of at least six (6) inches (152 mm) of 
mercury, measured with a manometer or slope gauge.  
For welded piping, and for piping carrying gas at 
pressures in excess of fourteen (14) inches water 
column pressure (3.48 kPa), the test pressure 
shall not be less than sixty (60) pounds per 
square inch (413.4 kPa). 
 

(45) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2416.4.2 
(406.4.2), entitled Test duration., to read as 
follows: 

 
G2416.4.2 (406.4.2) Test duration. Test duration 
shall be held for a length of time satisfactory to 
the Code Official, but in no case for less than 
fifteen (15) minutes.  For welded piping, and for 
piping carrying gas at pressures in excess of 
fourteen (14) inches water column pressure (3.48 
kPa), the test duration shall be held for a length 
of time satisfactory to the Code Official, but in 
no case for less than thirty (30) minutes. 
 

(46) The addition of I.R.C. Section G2419.1.4, entitled 
Valves in CSST installations., to read as follows: 

 
G2419.1.4 Valves in CSST installations.  Shutoff 
valves installed with corrugated stainless steel 
(CSST) piping systems shall be supported with an 
approved termination fitting, or equivalent 
support, suitable for the size of the valves, of 
adequate strength and quality, and located at 
intervals so as to prevent or damp out excessive 
vibration but in no case greater than 12-inches 
from the center of the valve.  Supports shall be 
installed so as not to interfere with the free 
expansion and contraction of the system's piping, 
fittings, and valves between anchors.  All valves 
and supports shall be designed and installed so 
they will not be disengaged by movement of the 
supporting piping. 
 

(47) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2420.1 (410.1), 
entitled Pressure regulators., to add a second 
paragraph and an exception to read as follows: 

 
Access to regulators shall comply with the 
requirements for access to appliances as specified 
in Section M1305. 
 
EXCEPTION: A passageway or level service space is 
not required when the regulator is capable of 
being serviced and removed through the required 
attic opening. 
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(48) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2437.5 (613.6), 
entitled Clothes dryer ducts., to add a sentence 
to read as follows: 

 
The size of duct shall not be reduced along its 
developed length nor at the point of termination. 
 

(49) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2437.5.1 
(613.6.1), entitled Maximum length., to read as 
follows: 

 
G2437.5.1 (613.6.1) Maximum length. The maximum 
length of a clothes dryer exhaust duct shall not 
exceed 25 feet (7620 mm) from the dryer location 
to the outlet terminal with not more than two 
bends.  When extra bends are installed, the 
maximum length of the duct shall be reduced 2 ½ 
feet (762 mm) for each 45-degree (0.79 rad) bend 
and 5 feet (1524 mm) for each 90-degree (1.6 rad) 
bend that occur after the first two bends, 
measuring in the direction of airflow. 
 
(Exception remains unchanged.) 
 

(50) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2443.2 (620.2), 
entitled Prohibited use., to read as follows: 

 
G2443.2 (620.2) Prohibited use. One or more 
unvented room heaters shall not be used as the 
sole source of comfort heating in a dwelling unit. 
 
EXCEPTION: Existing approved unvented heaters may 
continue to be used in dwelling units, in 
accordance with the code provisions in effect when 
installed, when approved by the Code Official 
unless an unsafe condition is determined to exist 
as described in International Fuel Gas Code 
Section 108.7. 

 
(51) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2446.1.1 

(623.1.1), entitled Installation requirements., to 
read as follows: 

 
G2446.1.1 (623.1.1) Installation requirements.  
The requirements for water heaters relative to 
access, sizing, relief valves, drain pans and 
scald protection shall be in accordance with this 
code. 
 

(52) The amendment of I.R.C. Section P2503.5.1, 
entitled Rough plumbing., to add a second 
paragraph to item #1 to read as follows: 
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Shower receptors shall be tested for water 
tightness by filling with water to the level of 
the rough threshold.  The drain shall be plugged 
in a manner so that both sides of pans shall be 
subjected to the test at the point where it is 
clamped to the drain. 
 

(53) The amendment of I.R.C. Section P2503.7.2, 
entitled Testing., to read as follows: 

 
P2503.7.2 Testing. Reduced pressure principle 
backflow preventers, double check valve 
assemblies, double-detector check valve assemblies 
and pressure vacuum breaker assembles shall be 
tested at the time of installation, immediately 
after repairs or relocation at regular intervals 
as required by applicable state or local 
provisions. 
 

(54) The addition of I.R.C. Section P2603.6.1, entitled 
Sewer depth., to read as follows: 

 
P2603.6.1 Sewer depth. Building sewers shall be a 
minimum of 12 inches (304 mm) below grade. 
 

(55) The amendment of I.R.C. Section P2708.1, entitled 
General., to read as follows: 

 
P2708.1 General. Shower compartments shall have at 
least 900 square inches (0.581 m2) of floor area 
and be of sufficient size to inscribe a circle 
with a diameter not less than 30 inches (762 mm). 
Hinged shower doors shall open outward.  The wall 
area above built-in tubs having installed shower 
heads and in-shower compartments shall be 
constructed as per Section R307.2.  Such walls 
shall form a water-tight joint with each other and 
with either the tub, receptor or shower floor.  
Thresholds shall be of sufficient width to 
accommodate a minimum twenty-two (22) inch (559 
mm) door. 
 
(Exception to remain unchanged.) 
 

(56) The amendment of I.R.C. Section P2709.1, entitled 
Construction., to add an exception to read as 
follows: 

 
EXCEPTION: Showers designed to comply with 
ICC/ANSI A117.1. 

 
(57) The amendment of I.R.C. Section P2710.1, entitled 

Finished., to read as follows: 
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P2710.1 Finished. Shower walls shall be finished 
in accordance with Section R307.2. 
 

(58) The amendment of I.R.C. Section P2803.6.1, 
entitled Requirements for discharge., to read as 
follows: 

 
P2803.6.1 Requirements for discharge.  The outlet 
of a pressure relief valve, temperature relief 
valve or combination thereof, shall not be 
directly connected to the drainage system.  The 
discharge from the relief valve shall be piped 
full size separately to the outside of the 
building or to an indirect waste receptor located 
inside the building. 
 
In areas subject to freezing, the relief valve 
shall discharge through an air gap into an 
indirect waste receptor located within a heated 
space, or by other approved means.  The discharge 
pipe shall not discharge into the pan required in 
Section P2801.5. 
 
The discharge shall be installed in a manner that 
does not cause personal injury or property damage 
and that is readily observable by the building 
occupants.  The discharge from a relief valve 
shall be trapped.  The diameter of the discharge 
piping shall not be less than the diameter of the 
relief valve outlet. 
 
The discharge pipe shall be installed so as to 
drain by gravity flow and shall terminate 
atmospherically.  When discharging outside the 
building, the point of discharge shall be with the 
end of the pipe not more than two (2) feet (610 
mm) nor less than six (6) inches (152 mm) above 
the ground or the floor level of the area 
receiving the discharge and pointing downward. 
 
The end of the discharge pipe shall not be 
threaded. 

 
(59) The amendment of I.R.C. Table P2904.4.1, entitled 

Water Service Supply and Distribution Piping., by 
deleting all references (row items 10, 12, and 13) 
to Polybutylene (PB) plastic pipe and tubing. 

 
(60) The amendment of I.R.C. Section P2904.5, entitled 

Water distribution pipe., 2904.5.1, entitled Under 
concrete slabs., and 2904.12, entitled Underground 
joints., by deleting reference to "PB" plastic 
pipe. 
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(61) The amendment of I.R.C. Section P3005.2.6, 
entitled Base of Stacks., to read as follows: 

 
P3005.2.6 Upper terminal. Each horizontal drain 
shall be provided with a cleanout at its upper 
terminal. 
 
EXCEPTION: Cleanouts may be omitted on a 
horizontal drain less than five (5) feet (1524 mm) 
in length unless such line is serving sinks or 
urinals. 
 

(62) The amendment of I.R.C. Section P3103.1, entitled 
Roof extension., to read as follows: 

 
P3103.1 Roof extension. All open vent pipes which 
extend through a roof shall be terminated at least 
six (6) inches (152 mm) above the roof except that 
where a roof is to be used for any purpose other 
than weather protection, the vent extensions shall 
be run at least seven (7) feet (2134 mm) above the 
roof. 
 

(63) The amendment of I.R.C. Section P3105.2, entitled 
Fixture drains., and P3105.3, entitled Vertical 
leg for waste fixture drains., and Figure P3105.3, 
entitled Vertical leg fixture drain schematic., by 
deleting them in their entirety. 

 
(64) The amendment of I.R.C. Section P3111.1, entitled 

Type of fixture., to read as follows: 
 

P3111.1 Type of fixture.  A combination waste and 
vent system shall not serve fixtures other than 
floor drains, standpipes, indirect waste 
receptors.  Combination drain and vent systems 
shall not receive the discharge of a food waste 
grinder. 
 

(65) The amendment of I.R.C. Section P3111.2, entitled 
Installation., to read as follows: 

 
P3111.2 Installation. The only vertical pipe of a 
combination drain and vent system shall be the 
connection between the fixture drain of a 
standpipe, and the horizontal combination waste 
and vent pipe.  The maximum vertical distance 
shall be eight (8) feet (2438 mm). 

 
(66) The amendment of I.R.C. Appendix G, Section 

AG105.2, entitled Outdoor Swimming Pool., by the 
addition of 8.3 to read as follows:  
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8.3  Driveway access gates across a paved or 
improved surface intended for regular vehicle 
access shall not be located in a swimming pool 
barrier. 

 
E. The amendment of the following I.E.C.C. provisions: 
 

(1) The amendment of I.E.C.C. Section 101.3, entitled 
Compliance., amended to read as follows:  

 
101.3 Compliance. Compliance with this code shall 
be determined in accordance with Sections 101.3.1, 
101.3.2, or 101.3.3. 

 
(2) The addition of I.E.C.C. Section 101.3.3 entitled 

Alternative compliance., to read as follows: 
 

101.3.3. Alternative compliance. A building 
certified through a voluntary energy performance 
testing program approved as meeting or exceeding 
the provisions of this code may be deemed to 
comply with the requirements of this code. 

 
(3) The amendment of I.E.C.C. Section 302, Table 

302.1, entitled Exterior Design Conditions., to 
change the table and footnote "a" to read as 
follows: 

 
CONDITION VALUE 

Winter a, design dry-bulb (oF) (99.6%) 17  
Summer a, design dry-bulb (oF) (0.4%) 100  
Summer a, design wet-bulb (oF) (0.4%) 78  
Degree days heating b 2407 
Degree days cooling b 2603 
Climate zone c 5B 

 
a. These values are from ASHRAE Handbook of 
Fundamentals for Dallas/Ft. Worth International 
Airport 99.6% Winter DB, 0.4% Summer DB, and 0.4% 
Summer WB; and from Local Climatological Data for 
Dallas-Ft. Worth published by the National 
Climatic Data Center, National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration.  These values are for 
the purpose of providing a uniform basis of 
requirements for North Central Texas.  This will 
not preclude licensed professionals from 
submitting design analyses based on site 
measurements or published data more specific to 
the building site.  Adjustments shall be permitted 
to reflect local climates which differ from the 
tabulated values, or local weather experience 
determined by the code official. 
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(4) The amendment of I.E.C.C. Section 302, Figures 
302.1(1-43 and 45-51), entitled Design 
conditions., by deleting them in their entirety. 

 
(5) The amendment of I.E.C.C. Section 502.1.1, 

entitled Moisture control., by revising Exception 
2 to read as follows: 

 
2. Buildings located in Climate Zones 1 through 9 
as indicated in Table 302.1. 

 
(6) The amendment of I.E.C.C. Section 502.1.5, 

entitled Fenestration solar heat gain 
coefficient., by adding the following exceptions: 

 
Exceptions: 
1. Any glazing facing within 45 degrees of true 

north; 
2. Any glazing facing within 45 degrees of true 

south which is shaded along its full width by a 
permanent overhang with a projection factor of 
0.3 or greater. 

3. Any fenestration with attached screens where 
the screens have a rated shading coefficient of 
.6 or less. 

 
(7) The amendment of Section 502.2, Table 502.2, 

entitled Heating and cooling criteria., to revise 
the table, footnote "a" and add footnote "g" to 
read as follows:  

 
Table 502.2a,g

HEATING AND COOLING CRITERIA 
 

Element Mode Type A-1 
Residential 
Buildings 

Uo

Type A-2 
Residential 
Buildings 

Uo

Walls Heating or 
cooling 

0.15 0.22 

Roof/ceiling Heating or 
cooling 

0.03 0.03 

Floors over 
unheated spaces 

Heating or 
cooling 

0.05 0.05 

Heated slab on 
grade 

Heating R-value = 6 R-value = 6 

Unheated slab 
on grade 

Heating R-value = 0 R-value = 0 

Basement wall Heating or 
cooling 

U-factor = 
0.15 

U-factor = 
0.15 

Crawl space 
wall 

Heating or 
cooling 

U-factor = 
0.15 

U-factor = 
0.15 
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a. The above values have been determined for all 
counties in the North Central Texas Council of 
Governments region. 
 
(Exceptions b-g to remain the same.) 
 
g. These requirements apply only to the 
boundaries of conditioned space.  Air conditioning 
equipment is recommended, but not required, to be 
located within the conditioned space in North 
Central Texas zones. 
 

(8) The amendment of I.E.C.C. Section 502.2, Figures 
502.2(1-6), entitled Residential-Component 
Performance Approach., by deleting them in their 
entirety. 

 
(9) The amendment of Section 502.2, Figure 502.2(7) 

entitled, Termite Infestation Probability Map., by 
adding a note to read as follows: 

 
All counties within the North Central Texas 
Council of Governments region are designated as 
within the area of very heavy termite infestation 
probability for purpose of uniform interpretation 
of this requirement. 

 
(10) The amendment of Section 502.2.4, Compliance by 

Prescriptive Specification on an Individual 
Component Basis., by deleting the references to 
Tables 502.2.4 (3-9). 

 
(11) The deletion of prescriptive Tables 502.2.4(3-9) 

and the replacement of Tables 502.2.4(1) and 
502.2.4(2) with the following tables: 
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Table 502.2.4(1) 

Prescriptive Building Envelope Requirements, Type A-1 
Residential Buildings, Based on Window Area as a Percent of 

Gross Exterior Wall Area (for zones 5b and 6b) 
 

Maximum Minimum % 
Glazing Glazing 

U-
factor 

Ceiling 
R-value

Exterior 
wall  

R-value 

Floor
R-

value

Basement 
wall  

R-value 

Slab 
perimeter 
R-value 

and depth 

Crawl 
space 
wall 
R-

value 
<8% 0.70  R-26  R-11 R-11 R-5 R-0 R-6 
<12% 0.65 R-26  R-13 R-11 R-5 R-0 R-5 
<15% 0.65 R-30 R-13 R-11 R-6 R-0 R-7 
<18% 0.52 R-30  R-13 R-19 R-6 R-0 R-7 
<20% 0.50 R-38 R-13 R-19 R-6 R-0 R-7 
<25% 0.46 R-38 R-16  R-19 R-6 R-0 R-7 

 
 

Table 502.2.4(2) 
Prescriptive Building Envelope Requirements, Type A-2 

Residential Buildings, Based on Window Area as a Percent of 
Gross Exterior Wall Area 

 
Maximum Minimum % 

Glazing Glazing 
U-

factor 

Ceiling 
R-value

Exterior 
wall  

R-value 

Floor 
R-

value

Basement 
wall  

R-value 

Slab 
perimeter 
R-value 

and depth 

Crawl 
space 
wall 
R-

value 
<20% 0.55 R-30 R-13 R-11 R-5 R-0 R-6 
<25% 0.55 R-30 R-13 R-11 R-5 R-0 R-5 
<30% 0.47 R-38 R-13 R-19 R-7  R-0 R-8  
 

(12) The amendment of I.E.C.C. Section 503.3.3.3, 
entitled Duct and plenum insulation., to read as 
follows: 

 
All supply and return-air ducts and plenums 
installed as part of an HVAC air-distribution 
system shall be thermally insulated in accordance 
with Table 503.3.3.3 or where such ducts or 
plenums operate at static pressures greater than 2 
in. w.g. (500 Pa) in accordance with Section 
503.3.3.4.1. 

 
(13) The amendment of I.E.C.C. Section 503.3.3.4.1, 

entitled High- and medium-pressure duct systems., 
to read as follows: 
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503.3.3.4.1 High- and medium-pressure duct 
systems. All ducts and plenums operating at static 
pressures greater than 2 in. w.g. (500 Pa) shall 
be insulated and sealed in accordance with Section 
803.2.8.  Ducts operating at static pressures in 
excess of 3 in. w.g. (750 Pa) shall be leak tested 
in accordance with Section 803.3.6.  Pressure 
classifications specific to the duct system shall 
be clearly indicated on the construction documents 
in accordance with the International Mechanical 
Code. 

 
(14) The amendment of Section 503.3.3.4.2, entitled 

Low-pressure duct systems., to read as follows: 
 

Low pressure duct systems. All longitudinal and 
transverse joints, seams and connections of supply 
and return ducts operating at static pressures 
less than or equal to 2 in. w.g. (500 Pa) shall be 
securely fastened and sealed with welds gaskets, 
mastics (adhesives), mastic-plus-embedded fabric 
systems or tapes installed in accordance with the 
manufacturer's installation instructions.  Pres-
sure classifications specific to the duct system 
shall be clearly indicated on the construction 
documents in accordance with the International 
Mechanical Code. 
 
{Exception is unchanged} 
 

(15) The amendment of Section 802.2; Tables 802.2 (1-
4), and the deletion of Tables 802.2 (5-37) in 
their entirety:  
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TABLE 802.2(1) 

BUILDING ENVELOPE REQUIREMENTS 
 

WINDOW AND GLAZED DOOR AREA 10 PERCENT OR LESS OF ABOVE-
GRADE WALL AREA 

ELEMENT CONDITION/VALUE (Zones 5B,6B) 
Skylights (U-factor) 1 
Slab or below-grade wall 
(R-value) 

R-0 

SHGC U-factor 
Any Any 
Any Any 

Windows and glass doors 
  PF < 0.25 
  0.25 < PF < 0.50 
  PF > 0.50 Any Any 

Insulation 
between framing 

Continuous 
insulation 

R-19 R-16 
R-25 R-17 
NA R-16 
R-25 
 

R-17 

Roof assemblies (R-value) 
 
  All-wood joist/truss 
  Metal joist/truss 
  Concrete slab or deck 
Metal purlin with 
thermal block 

Metal purlin without 
thermal block 

X R-17 

Insulation 
between framing 

Continuous 
insulation 

 
R-11 

R-6 

R-11 R-6 

Floors over outdoor air or 
unconditioned space (R-
value) 
  All-wood joist/truss 
  Metal joist/truss 
  Concrete slab or deck NA R-6 
Above-grade walls (R-
value) 

No 
framing

Metal 
framing 

Wood framing 

Framed    
  R-value cavity NA R-11 R-11 
  R-value continuous NA R-0 R-0 
CMU, > 8 in., with 
integral insulation 

   

  R-value cavity NA R-0 R-0 
  R-value continuous R-0 R-0 R-0 
Other masonry walls    
  R-value cavity NA R-0 R-0 
  R-value continuous R-0 R-0 R-0 
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TABLE 802.2(2) 

BUILDING ENVELOPE REQUIREMENTS 
 

WINDOW AND GLAZED DOOR AREA OVER 10 PERCENT BUT NOT GREATER 
THAN 25 PERCENT OF ABOVE-GRADE WALL AREA 
ELEMENT CONDITION/VALUE 

Skylights (U-factor) 1 
Slab or below-grade wall 
(R-value) 

R-0 

SHGC U-factor 
0.6 Any 
0.7 Any 

Windows and glass doors 
  PF < 0.25 
  0.25 < PF < 0.50 
  PF > 0.50 Any Any 

Insulation 
between framing 

Continuous 
insulation 

R-25 R-19 
R-25 R-20 
NA R-19 
R-30 
 

R-20 

Roof assemblies (R-value) 
 
  All-wood joist/truss 
  Metal joist/truss 
  Concrete slab or deck 
  Metal purlin with 

thermal block 
  Metal purlin without 

thermal block 
X R-20 

Insulation 
between framing 

Continuous 
insulation 

 
R-11 

R-6 

R-11 R-6 

Floors over outdoor air or 
unconditioned space (R-
value) 
  All-wood joist/truss 
  Metal joist/truss 
  Concrete slab or deck NA R-6 
Above-grade walls (R-
value) 

No 
framing

Metal 
framing 

Wood framing 

Framed    
  R-value cavity NA R-11 R-11 
  R-value continuous NA R-0 R-0 
CMU, > 8 in., with 
integral insulation 

   

  R-value cavity NA R-11 R-11 
  R-value continuous R-5  R-0 R-0 
Other masonry walls    
  R-value cavity NA R-11 R-11 
  R-value continuous R-5 R-0 R-0 
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TABLE 802.2(3) 
BUILDING ENVELOPE REQUIREMENTS 

 
WINDOW AND GLAZED DOOR AREA OVER 25 PERCENT BUT NOT GREATER 

THAN 40 PERCENT OF ABOVE-GRADE WALL AREA 
ELEMENT CONDITION/VALUE 

Skylights (U-factor) 1 
Slab or below-grade wall (R-
value) 

R-0 

SHGC U-factor 
0.4 0.7  
0.5 0.7  

Windows and glass doors 
  PF < 0.25 
  0.25 < PF < 0.50 
  PF > 0.50 0.6 0.7  

Insulation 
between 
framing 

Continuous 
insulation 

R-25 R-19 
R-25 R-20 
NA R-19 
R-30 
 

R-20 

Roof assemblies  
(R-value) 
 
  All-wood joist/truss 
  Metal joist/truss 
  Concrete slab or deck 
  Metal purlin with thermal 

block 
  Metal purlin without 

thermal block 
X R-20 

Insulation 
between 
framing 

Continuous 
insulation 

R-11 R-6 
R-11 R-6 

Floors over outdoor air or 
unconditioned space (R-value) 
 
  All-wood joist/truss 
  Metal joist/truss 
  Concrete slab or deck NA R-6 
Above-grade walls (R-value) No 

framing
Metal 

framing 
Wood 

framing 
Framed    
  R-value cavity NA R-11 R-11 
  R-value continuous NA R-0 R-0 
CMU, > 8 in., with integral 
insulation 

   

  R-value cavity NA R-11 R-11 
  R-value continuous R-5 R-0 R-0 
Other masonry walls    
  R-value cavity NA R-11 R-11 
  R-value continuous R-5 R-0 R-0 
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TABLE 802.2(4) 
BUILDING ENVELOPE REQUIREMENTS 

 
WINDOW AND GLAZED DOOR AREA OVER 40 PERCENT BUT NOT GREATER THAN 

50 PERCENT OF ABOVE-GRADE WALL AREA 
ELEMENT CONDITION/VALUE 

Skylights (U-factor)  1 
Slab or below-grade wall
(R-value) 

R-0 

SHGC U-factor 
0.4 0.7 
0.5 0.7 

Windows and glass doors 
  PF < 0.25 
  0.25 < PF < 0.50 
  PF > 0.50 0.6 0.7 

Insulation 
between framing 

Continuous 
insulation 

R-25 R-19 
R-25 R-20 
NA R-19 

R-30 
 

R-20  

Roof assemblies (R-
value) 
  All-wood joist/truss 
  Metal joist/truss 
  Concrete slab or deck 
  Metal purlin with 

thermal block 
  Metal purlin without 

thermal block 
R-38 R-20 

Insulation 
between framing 

Continuous 
insulation 

 
R-11 

 
R-6 

R-11 R-6 

Floors over outdoor air 
or unconditioned space 
(R-value) 
  All-wood joist/truss 
  Metal joist/truss 
  Concrete slab or deck NA R-6 
Above-grade walls (R-
value) 

No framing Metal 
framing 

Wood framing 

Framed    
  R-value cavity NA R-13  R-11 
  R-value continuous NA R-3 R-0 
CMU, > 8 in., with 
integral insulation 

   

  R-value cavity NA R-11 R-11 
  R-value continuous R-5 R-0 R-0 
Other masonry walls    
  R-value cavity NA R-11 R-11 
  R-value continuous R-5 R-0 R-0 

 
(16) The amendment of I.E.C.C. Section 805.2.1, 

entitled Interior Lighting Controls., to read as 
follows: 

 
805.2.1 Interior lighting controls. Each area 
enclosed by walls or floor-to-ceiling partitions 
shall have at least one manual control for the 
lighting serving that area.  The required controls 
shall be located within the area served by the 
controls or be a remote switch that identifies the 
lights served and indicates their status.  Large 
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spaces shall have a separate switch or control for 
each 2500 square feet of floor area. 

 
(17) The amendment of Chapter 9, entitled Referenced 

Standards, by replacing to read as follows: 
 

ASHRAE/IES -- 99 Energy Efficient Design of New 
Buildings Except Low-Rise Residential Buildings -- 
1999 Edition 

 
 
Section 1.05 Adoption of Appendices 
 
 The following referenced provisions of the I.B.C., 
I.R.C. and I.E.C.C. annexed hereto as appendices, the same 
being either attached hereto or incorporated herein by 
reference, are made a part of this Building Code. 
 

Appendix A.  Only Appendix C, entitled GROUP U-
AGRICULTURAL BUILDINGS; Appendix E, entitled 
SUPPLEMENTARY ACCESSIBILITY REQUIREMENTS; Appendix F, 
entitled RODENT PROOFING; Appendix I, entitled PATIO 
COVERS and Appendix J, entitled SUPPLEMENTARY 
ACCESSIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR QUALIFIED HISTORIC 
BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES of the Appendix to the 
International Building Code, 2000 Edition. 
 
All other Chapters of said Appendix to the I.B.C. are 
hereby omitted from this Building Code. 
 
Appendix B.  Only Appendix G, entitled SWIMMING POOLS, 
SPAS AND HOT TUBS, Appendix H, entitled PATIO COVERS 
and Appendix J, entitled EXISTING BUILDINGS AND 
STRUCTURES of the Appendix to the International 
Residential Code, 2000 Edition. 
 
All other Chapters of said Appendix to the I.R.C. are 
hereby omitted from this Building Code. 

 
 
Section l.06 Construction Prohibited in Private Drainage 

and/or Public Easements 
 
A. Regardless of materials, manner of construction or 

unique characteristics of land, it shall be unlawful 
for any person, firm or corporation to cause or permit 
the installation, revision or relocation of any 
construction improvement where any part of such 
improvement is to be located in a private drainage 
and/or public easement.  The foregoing prohibition 
shall not apply to proposed improvements in utility 
easements consisting of paving, flatwork, wooden or 
chain link fences or retaining walls less than three 
feet (3') in height which do not support a structure, 
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provided that the proposed improvements have been 
approved in writing by the Building Official with the 
concurrence of the Director of Water Utilities prior to 
their construction. 

 
B. In cases where improvements other than those listed in 

Subsection (A) above are proposed in public easements, 
application shall be made to the Building Official for 
the execution of an Easement Use Agreement.  If, in the 
determination of the Building Official after conferring 
with the other appropriate departments of the City of 
Arlington, such Easement Use Agreement cannot be 
executed, the Building Official will refer the request 
to the Building Code Board of Appeals for final 
determination. 

 
C. The City of Arlington shall not be liable for damages 

or losses of any kind whatsoever by reason of injury to 
property or person occasioned by the use of any 
easement.  The City shall have no obligations in 
regards to the maintenance of any improvements within 
such easement or rights-of-way.  The City shall be 
defended at the cost and expense of the person placing 
improvements in any easements or rights-of-way from all 
claims and demands.  The use of any easement in rights-
of-way shall be discontinued and improvements removed 
within 30 days of notification by the City and the cost 
of the discontinuation and removal of improvements 
shall be borne by the owner of the improvement. 

 
D. The term "improvement" includes, but is not limited to, 

concrete or asphalt paving, swimming pools, fences, 
retaining walls, temporary or permanent buildings, 
earth fill or excavation and landscaping.  
"Improvements" shall not include public or private 
mailboxes, or poles and boxes necessary for public 
utility services. 

 
The term "easement" shall include easements for right-
of-way, streets, drainage and utilities. 
 
 

Section 1.07 Requirements for Drainage 
 
A. No person, firm, or corporation shall do, cause or 

permit to be done, the installation, modification, or 
relocation of any construction improvement where the 
improvement, when completed, will significantly impact 
other property.  The other property may be either 
upstream or downstream from the property on which the 
improvement is to be made.  The impact is primarily 
related to flooding of a building structure.  The 
Building Official shall not issue a building permit 
where engineering data from a qualified professional 
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engineer or the opinion of the Department of 
Engineering Services reveals that such improvement 
would significantly worsen any known drainage or 
flooding problem. 
 

B. The term "improvement" means any of those things which 
require a building permit, such as buildings (either 
permanent or temporary), land development, concrete or 
asphalt paving, swimming pools, fences, retaining 
walls, earth fill, or excavation and landscaping.  
"Improvement" shall not include poles or boxes 
necessary for public utility service. 
 

C. Prior to obtaining a building permit, an acceptable 
site grading and drainage plan will be filed with the 
Building Inspections Department. 
 
The purpose of the site grading plan is to ensure that 
all proposed structures are protected from a storm 
event having a 100-year recurrence interval.  The plan 
shall assume a fully-developed watershed and shall 
account for all runoff that flows onto the site as well 
as runoff generated from the site. 
 
See Design Criteria Manual for specific criteria 
regarding residential and commercial site grading 
plans. 

 
 
Section 1.08 Enforcement, Violations and Penalties 
 
A. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corpo-

ration to erect, construct, enlarge, alter, repair, 
move, improve, remove, convert, demolish, equip, use, 
occupy or maintain any building, structure or premises 
in the City of Arlington, or cause or permit the same 
to be done, contrary to or in violation of any of the 
provisions of this Building Code. 

 
B. Any person, firm or corporation violating any of the 

provisions of this Building Code shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor and each day the violation continues 
shall be a separate offense.  Each offense shall be 
punishable by a fine of not more than Two Thousand 
Dollars and No Cents ($2,000.00).  

 
C. In addition to the power of the Building Official under 

I.B.C., Section 104.6, entitled "Right of Entry," to 
inspect a building pursuant to this Building Code, any 
peace officer may enter the public areas of any 
building or premises, or any areas specified in a 
proper inspection warrant, at all reasonable times 
wherever necessary in the performance of official 
duties to inspect and investigate for violations of any 
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law, or to enforce any law, including violations of 
this Building Code.  The peace officer shall first 
present proper credentials and request entry, unless 
otherwise permitted by law.  If such entry is refused 
or, if no owner or other person having charge or 
control of the building or premises can be located, the 
peace officer shall have recourse to every remedy 
provided by law to secure entry.  

 
D. No owner, occupant or any other person having charge, 

care or control of any building or premises shall fail 
or neglect, after proper request is made pursuant to 
Subsection (C) above, to promptly permit entry therein 
by a peace officer in the performance of the peace 
officers duty.  Any person violating this Subsection 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

 
 
Section 1.09  Skateboard Ramps 
 
A. As used in this Section, the phrase "skateboard ramp" 

shall refer to a structure or piece of work artifi-
cially built up or composed of parts joined together in 
some definite manner, regardless of the materials used 
or the manner of construction, which is primarily used 
for, or designed and intended for primary use as, a 
ramp for skating or skateboarding activities. 

 
B. It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, 

construct, keep, maintain or use a skateboard ramp that 
is located: 

 
 (1) at a distance closer than one hundred fifty feet 

(150') from any building located on another's 
property that is used or intended to be used for 
habitation, regardless of whether the habitation 
existed prior to the erection of said skateboard 
ramp; or 

 
(2) at a distance closer than fifty feet (50') from 

the property line of the lot where said skateboard 
ramp is located. 

 
C. Should a habitation be placed on another's property 

closer than one hundred fifty feet (150') to an 
existing skateboard ramp, the owner of said skateboard 
ramp shall remove or relocate, or cause to be removed 
or relocated, said skateboard ramp within ninety (90) 
days of the completion of construction of the 
habitation. 

 
D. Failure to remove or relocate, or cause to be removed 

or relocated, a skateboard ramp as required by this 
Section shall constitute a misdemeanor.  Each day that 
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a skateboard ramp remains in violation of this Section 
shall constitute a separate offense. 

 
 
Section 1.10 Presumption 
 
 Unless otherwise specified in this Chapter, the owner, 
occupant or person in control of any building or premises 
where any violation of this Building Code is found shall be 
prima facie responsible for such violation. 
 
 
 Further, Article IV, Registration, Permits and 
Inspections, is hereby amended by the amendment of Section 
4.01, Registration, Subsection (F)(1), so that hereafter 
said subsection shall be and read as follows: 
 
 1. Forfeiting an appeal of a Stop Order issued under 

I.B.C. and I.R.C., Section 114, by continued work 
after the issuance of said Stop Order; 

 
 
 Further, Article IV is hereby amended by the amendment 
of Section 4.01, Subsection (G)(4), so that hereafter said 
subsection shall be and read as follows: 
 
 4. Accumulation within a period of twelve (12) months 

of two (2) forfeitures of appeals of Stop Orders 
issued under I.B.C. and I.R.C., Section 114, by 
continued work after the issuance of said Stop 
Orders. 

 
 
 Further, Article IV is hereby amended by the amendment 
of Section 4.13, Refunds, Subsection (D), so that hereafter 
said subsection shall be and read as follows: 
 
D. Other Inspections.  In addition to the required 

inspections specified in Subsection (C) above, the 
Building Official may make or require any other 
inspections of any construction work to ascertain 
compliance with the provisions of this Building Code 
and other applicable laws which are enforced by the 
City of Arlington. 

 
 For the purpose of determining compliance with I.B.C., 

Section 3402, and I.R.C. Appendix Chapter AJ104, the 
Building Official may cause any structure to be 
reinspected. 

 
 
 Further, Article IV is hereby amended by the amendment 
of Section 4.14, Certificate of Occupancy, Subsection (B), 
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so that hereafter said subsection shall be and read as 
follows: 
 
B. Change in Use.  Changes in the character of occupancy 

or use of a building shall not be made, except as 
specified in I.B.C., Section 3405. 

 
 
 Further, Article VII, Signs, is hereby amended by the 
amendment of Section 7.07, Structural Requirements, so that 
hereafter said section shall be and read as follows: 
 
Section 7.07 Structural Requirements 
 
A. Design and Stress Diagrams Required.  Before a sign 

permit shall be granted, the applicant therefor shall 
submit to the Building Official a design and stress 
diagram or plan containing information as to the type, 
size, shape, location, construction and materials of 
the proposed sign, and such other pertinent information 
as the Building Official may deem necessary to 
determine that such sign complies with this Building 
Code and all other pertinent laws. 

 
B. Wind Pressure.  In the design and erection of all 

signs, the effect of wind shall be carefully 
considered.  All signs shall be so constructed as to 
withstand wind pressure as specified in I.B.C., Section 
1609. 

 
C. Working Stresses. 
 
 (1) In any sign construction, the allowable working 

stresses shall conform to the requirements of 
I.B.C., Section 1604. 

 
 (2) The allowable working stresses for steel and wood 

shall be calculated in accordance with the pro-
visions of I.B.C., Sections 2204 and 2304 - 2306, 
respectively. 

 
 (3) The working strength of chains, cables, guys or 

steel rods shall not exceed one-fifth (1/5) of the 
ultimate strength of such chains, cables, guys or 
steel rods.   

 
 
 Further, Article VII is hereby amended by the amendment 
of Section 7.08, Use of Plastic Materials, so that hereafter 
said section shall be and read as follows: 
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Section 7.08 Use of Plastic Materials 
 
 Other provisions of this Building Code notwithstanding, 
plastic materials which burn at a rate no faster than 2.5 
inches per minute (64mm/s) when tested in accordance with 
ASTM D 635 shall be deemed approved plastics and may be used 
as the display surface material and for the letters, 
decorations and facings on signs and their structures. 
 
 
 Further, Article IX, Fences, is hereby amended by the 
amendment of Section 9.02, Enclosure of Swimming Pools, Spas 
and Hot Tubs, Subsection (E), so that hereafter said 
subsection shall be and read as follows: 
 
E. Modifications 
 
 The Building Code Board of Appeals may make 

modifications in individual cases, upon a showing of 
good cause, with respect to the height, nature of 
location of the fence, wall, gates or latches, or the 
necessity therefor, provided the protection as sought 
hereunder or by Appendix G of the 2000 I.R.C. is not 
reduced thereby.  Said Board may permit other 
protection devices or structures to be used so long as 
the degree of protection afforded by the substitute 
devices or structures is not less than the protection 
afforded by the substitute fence, gates and latch 
described herein, or in Appendix G of the 2000 I.R.C. 
as applicable. 

 
 
 Further, Article IX is hereby amended by the amendment 
of Section 9.02, Subsection (G)(2), so that hereafter said 
subsection shall be and read as follows: 
 
 2. There shall be no requirement of a culpable mental 

state for a violation of this Section or Appendix 
G, 2000 I.R.C. 

 
 
 Further, Article XIII, Outdoor Festivals, is hereby 
amended by the amendment of Section 13.04, Reports, 
Subsection (B), so that hereafter said subsection shall be 
and read as follows: 
 
B. The departments listed in Subsection (A) above shall 

make a written report to the Building Official.  The 
report shall state whether the preparations described 
in the application, if carried out, would be sufficient 
to protect the community and the persons attending the 
outdoor festival from health dangers, public safety and 
traffic control hazards, and to avoid violations of 
V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code, Chapter 341.   
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2. 
 
 Any person, firm, corporation, agent or employee 
thereof who violates any of the provisions of this ordinance 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 
shall be fined an amount not to exceed Two Thousand ($2000) 
dollars for each offense.  Each day that a violation is 
permitted to exist shall constitute a separate offense. 
 

3. 
 
 This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be 
cumulative of all other ordinances of the City of Arlington, 
and this ordinance shall not operate to repeal or affect any 
of such other ordinances except insofar as the provisions 
thereof might be inconsistent or in conflict with the 
provisions of this ordinance, in which event such 
conflicting provisions, if any, in such other ordinance or 
ordinances are hereby repealed. 

 
4. 
 

 If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase 
of this ordinance is for any reason held to be 
unconstitutional, such holding shall not affect the validity 
of the remaining portions of this ordinance. 
 

5. 
 

 All of the regulations provided in this ordinance are 
hereby declared to be governmental and for the health, 
safety and welfare of the general public.  Any member of the 
City Council or any City official or employee charged with 
the enforcement of this ordinance, acting for the City of 
Arlington in the discharge of his/her duties, shall not 
thereby render himself/herself personally liable; and he/she 
is hereby relieved from all personal liability for any 
damage that might accrue to persons or property as a result 
of any act required or permitted in the discharge of his/her 
said duties. 

6. 
 
 Any violation of this ordinance can be enjoined by a 
suit filed in the name of the City of Arlington in a court 
of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in 
addition to any penal provision in this ordinance or in the 
Code of the City of Arlington. 
 

7. 
 

 The caption of this ordinance shall be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the City of Arlington, 
in compliance with the provisions of Article VII, Section 
15, of the City Charter.  Further, this ordinance may be 
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published in pamphlet form and shall be admissible in such 
form in any court, as provided by law. 
 

8. 
 

 This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days 
after first publication except that the I.E.C.C. and Chapter 
11 of the I.R.C. shall become effective September 1, 2002. 
 
 
PRESENTED AND GIVEN FIRST READING on the 15th day of 
January, 2002, at a regular meeting of the City Council of 
the City of Arlington, Texas; and GIVEN SECOND READING, 
passed and approved on the 5th day of February, 2002, by a 
vote of 7 ayes and 1 nays at a regular meeting of the City 
Council of the City of Arlington, Texas. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 02-024 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE "CONSTRUCTION" 
CHAPTER OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 
ARLINGTON, TEXAS, 1987, THROUGH THE 
AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE I, ENTITLED BUILDING 
CODE, BY THE ADDITION OF SECTION 1.11, TRASH 
RECEPTACLES, RELATIVE TO REGULATIONS 
REGARDING THE PROVISION OF TRASH 
RECEPTACLES AT ALL JOB SITES; BY THE ADDITION 
OF SECTION 1.12, HOURS OF CONSTRUCTION, 
RELATIVE TO SETTING HOURS OF CONSTRUCTION; 
PROVIDING FOR A FINE OF UP TO $2000 FOR EACH 
OFFENSE IN VIOLATION OF THE ORDINANCE; 
PROVIDING THIS ORDINANCE BE CUMULATIVE; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR 
GOVERNMENTAL IMMUNITY; PROVIDING FOR 
INJUNCTIONS; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION AND 
BECOMING EFFECTIVE TEN DAYS AFTER FIRST 
PUBLICATION 

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARLINGTON, 
TEXAS: 

1. 
 
 That the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 
1987, is hereby amended through the addition of Section 1.11, Trash Receptacles, so that 
hereafter said section shall be and read as follows: 
 
Section 1.11 Trash Receptacles
 
 All development for which a building permit is issued shall provide a trash 
receptacle capable of depositing, containing, and collecting refuse.  The container shall 
be constructed or provided to prohibit trash from blowing or being displaced.  Trash bins 
may be of a commercial type designated by the City Collector.  If constructed on site, the 
minimum dimensions shall be eight feet in both width and length by four feet in depth 
(8'x8'x4').  Enclosed construction trailers located on-site may satisfy this requirement.  
Permits and inspections may be withheld in situations where trash is not properly 
contained. 
 
 
 Further, Article I is hereby amended by the addition of Section 1.12, Hours of 
Construction, so that hereafter said section shall be and read as follows: 
 
Section 1.12 Hours of Construction 
 

Outdoor construction activities for projects supervised by building permits shall 
be prohibited, if located within three hundred (300’) feet of property used for residential 
purposes, during the following times: 
 



(1) During the hours of 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. Central Standard Time. 
 
(2) During the hours of 8:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. Central Daylight Savings Time. 

 
EXCEPTION:  Homeowners performing work when acting as their own contractor. 
 
The prohibition of outdoor construction activities may be appealed in writing to the 
building official.  The building official may take into consideration the proximity of the 
proposed outdoor construction activities with adjacent residential uses and grant an 
exception to the prohibition.  The building official may require the appellant to submit 
such information as needed to assist in the determination of residential adjacency.  The 
building official must reply to the appellant within five (5) days of receipt of the appeal.  
Decisions of the building official may be appealed to the Building Code Board of 
Appeals as outlined in the Construction Ordinance. 
 
 

2. 
 
 Any person, firm, corporation, agent or employee thereof who violates any of the 
provisions of this ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 
shall be fined an amount not to exceed Two Thousand ($2000) dollars for each offense.  
Each day that a violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a separate offense. 
 

3. 
 
 This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be cumulative of all other 
ordinances of the City of Arlington, and this ordinance shall not operate to repeal or 
affect any of such other ordinances except insofar as the provisions thereof might be 
inconsistent or in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance, in which event such 
conflicting provisions, if any, in such other ordinance or ordinances are hereby repealed. 

 
4. 
 

 If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is for any 
reason held to be unconstitutional, such holding shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this ordinance. 
 

5. 
 

 All of the regulations provided in this ordinance are hereby declared to be 
governmental and for the health, safety and welfare of the general public.  Any member 
of the City Council or any City official or employee charged with the enforcement of this 
ordinance, acting for the City of Arlington in the discharge of his/her duties, shall not 
thereby render himself/herself personally liable; and he/she is hereby relieved from all 
personal liability for any damage that might accrue to persons or property as a result of 
any act required or permitted in the discharge of his/her said duties. 
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6. 
 
 Any violation of this ordinance can be enjoined by a suit filed in the name of the 
City of Arlington in a court of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in 
addition to any penal provision in this ordinance or in the Code of the City of Arlington. 
 

7. 
 

 The caption of this ordinance shall be published in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the City of Arlington, in compliance with the provisions of Article VII, 
Section 15, of the City Charter.  Further, this ordinance may be published in pamphlet 
form and shall be admissible in such form in any court, as provided by law. 
 

8. 
 

 This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days after first publication. 
 
 
PRESENTED AND GIVEN FIRST READING on the 15th day of January, 2002, at a 
regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Arlington, Texas; and GIVEN 
SECOND READING, passed and approved on the 12th day of February, 2002, by a 
vote of 8 ayes and 0 nays at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of 
Arlington, Texas. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 02-074 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE "CONSTRUCTION" 
CHAPTER OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 
ARLINGTON, TEXAS, 1987, THROUGH THE 
AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE IV, ENTITLED 
REGISTRATION, PERMITS AND INSPECTIONS, BY 
THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 4.16, ENTITLED 
PERMITS FOR DEMOLITION OR RELOCATION, 
SUBSECTION (A), ENTITLED BUILDINGS OR 
STRUCTURES THAT ARE FIFTY (50) YEARS OLD OR 
OLDER, AND BUILDINGS OR STRUCTURES OF 
UNKNOWN AGE, PARAGRAPH (7), ENTITLED STAY 
EXTENDED BY CITY COUNCIL, TO MODIFY THE 
PROCESS THROUGH WHICH THE CITY COUNCIL 
MAY EXTEND THE STAY, INCREASING THE TOTAL 
TIME THAT CITY COUNCIL MAY IMPOSE THE STAY 
TO NINETY DAYS, AND INCREASING THE MAXIMUM 
TIME PERIOD FOR A STAY ON A DEMOLITION 
PERMIT TO A CUMULATIVE TOTAL OF ONE 
HUNDRED FIFTY DAYS; PROVIDING FOR A FINE OF 
UP TO $2,000 FOR EACH OFFENSE IN VIOLATION OF 
THE ORDINANCE; PROVIDING THIS ORDINANCE BE 
CUMULATIVE; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
PROVIDING FOR GOVERNMENTAL IMMUNITY; 
PROVIDING FOR INJUNCTIONS; PROVIDING FOR 
PUBLICATION AND BECOMING EFFECTIVE TEN 
DAYS AFTER FIRST PUBLICATION 
 

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARLINGTON, 
TEXAS: 

1. 
 
 That the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 
1987, is hereby amended through the amendment of Article IV, Registration, Permits 
and Inspections, by the amendment of Section 4.16, Permits for Demolition or 
Relocation, Subsection (A), Buildings Or Structures That Are Fifty (50) Years Old Or 
Older, and Buildings Or Structures Of Unknown Age, Paragraph (7), Stay Extended By 
City Council, so that hereafter said provision shall be and read as follows: 
 

7. Stay Extended by City Council.  Prior to the expiration of the stay period 
imposed by the Landmark Preservation Commission, the Landmark 
Preservation Commission may issue a recommendation to the City 
Council requesting that the stay be extended.  After notice to the applicant 
and a public hearing, the City Council may extend the stay upon a finding 
that there are reasonable grounds for preservation as well as a reasonable 
expectation of preserving the building or structure.  It shall be the 
responsibility of the Landmark Preservation Commission and any other 
proponent of extending the stay on a demolition permit application to 
demonstrate to the City Council’s satisfaction that there exist reasonable 



grounds for preservation as well as a reasonable expectation of preserving 
the building or structure.   

 
The City Council may extend the stay on one or more occasions, after 
notice to the applicant and a public hearing, in such increments of time as 
the City Council may determine reasonable.  Any extension of the stay on 
a demolition permit or combination of extensions imposed by the City 
Council under this provision shall not exceed a cumulative total of ninety 
(90) days in duration.  

 
In instances where the City Council imposes an extension of the stay for a 
time period of less than ninety (90) days, the Landmark Preservation 
Commission may request additional extensions of the stay up to a 
cumulative total of ninety (90) days from the City Council.  Any such 
request must be submitted to, and acted upon by, the City Council prior to 
the expiration of any stay period previously imposed by the City Council.  
The Landmark Preservation Commission shall report to City Council 
concerning its efforts to preserve the building or structure as a prerequisite 
to the extension of any stay imposed by the City Council.   

 
In no event shall the stay on a demolition permit and any extensions 
thereto exceed a total of one hundred fifty (150) days from the date the 
application for a permit to demolish or relocate a building or structure was 
filed.  If City Council takes no action on the Landmark Preservation 
Commission’s request for an extension within the original stay period or 
any subsequent extension thereof, a Certificate of Demolition or 
Relocation shall be deemed issued at the expiration of such stay period.   
 

2. 
 

 Any person, firm, corporation, agent or employee thereof who violates any of the 
provisions of this ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 
shall be fined an amount not to exceed Two Thousand and No/100 Dollars ($2,000) for 
each offense.  Each day that a violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a separate 
offense. 
 

3. 
 

 This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be cumulative of all other 
ordinances of the City of Arlington, and this ordinance shall not operate to repeal or 
affect any of such other ordinances except insofar as the provisions thereof might be 
inconsistent or in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance, in which event such 
conflicting provisions, if any, in such other ordinance or ordinances are hereby repealed. 
 

4. 
 

 If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is for any 
reason held to be unconstitutional, such holding shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this ordinance. 
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5. 
 

 All of the regulations provided in this ordinance are hereby declared to be 
governmental and for the health, safety and welfare of the general public.  Any member 
of the City Council or any City official or employee charged with the enforcement of this 
ordinance, acting for the City of Arlington in the discharge of his/her duties, shall not 
thereby render himself/herself personally liable; and he/she is hereby relieved from all 
personal liability for any damage that might accrue to persons or property as a result of 
any act required or permitted in the discharge of his/her said duties. 
 

6. 
 
 Any violation of this ordinance can be enjoined by a suit filed in the name of the 
City of Arlington in a court of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in addi-
tion to any penal provision in this ordinance or in the Code of the City of Arlington. 
 

7. 
 

 The caption and penalty clause of this ordinance shall be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the City of Arlington, in compliance with the 
provisions of Article VII, Section 15, of the City Charter.  Further, this ordinance may be 
published in pamphlet form and shall be admissible in such form in any court, as 
provided by law. 
 

8. 
 

 This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days after first publication as 
described above. 
 
 
PRESENTED AND GIVEN FIRST READING on the 25th day of June, 2002, at a 
regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Arlington, Texas; and GIVEN 
SECOND READING, passed and approved on the 16th day of July, 2002, by a vote of 8 
ayes and 0 nays at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Arlington, Texas. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 03-087 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE "CONSTRUCTION" 
CHAPTER OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 
ARLINGTON, TEXAS, 1987, THROUGH THE 
AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE IV, REGISTRATION, 
PERMITS AND INSPECTIONS, SECTION 4.14, 
CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY, BY THE ADDITION OF 
SUBSECTION G, RELATIVE TO PERMITS, 
INSPECTIONS, CERTIFICATES AND APPROVALS FOR 
SEXUALLY ORIENTED BUSINESSES; PROVIDING THIS 
ORDINANCE BE CUMULATIVE; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY, GOVERNMENTAL IMMUNITY, 
INJUNCTIONS, PUBLICATION AND AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE 

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARLINGTON, 
TEXAS: 

1. 
 
 That the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 
1987, is hereby amended through the amendment of Article IV, Registration, Permits and 
Inspections, Section 4.14, Certificate of Occupancy, by the addition of Subsection G, so 
that hereafter said subsection shall be and read as follows: 
 
G. Permits, Inspections, Certificates and Approvals for Sexually Oriented 

Businesses.  The provisions of Subsections 4.01 (H), (I) and (J) of the Sexually 
Oriented Business Chapter of the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 1987, 
apply and prevail over any provision of this Construction Chapter with respect to 
the processing of applications, permits, inspections, certificates and approvals 
regarding sexually oriented businesses. 

 
2. 

 
 This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be cumulative of all other 
ordinances of the City of Arlington, and this ordinance shall not operate to repeal or 
affect any of such other ordinances except insofar as the provisions thereof might be 
inconsistent or in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance, in which event such 
conflicting provisions, if any, in such other ordinance or ordinances are hereby repealed. 
 

3. 
 
 If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is for any 
reason held to be unconstitutional, such holding shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this ordinance. 
 

4. 
 
 All of the regulations provided in this ordinance are hereby declared to be 
governmental and for the health, safety and welfare of the general public.  Any member 



of the City Council or any City official or employee charged with the enforcement of this 
ordinance, acting for the City of Arlington in the discharge of his/her duties, shall not 
thereby render himself/herself personally liable; and he/she is hereby relieved from all 
personal liability for any damage that might accrue to persons or property as a result of 
any act required or permitted in the discharge of his/her said duties. 
 

5. 
 
 Any violation of this ordinance can be enjoined by a suit filed in the name of the 
City of Arlington in a court of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in 
addition to any penal provision in this ordinance or in the Code of the City of Arlington. 
 

6. 
 
 The caption of this ordinance shall be published in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the City of Arlington, in compliance with the provisions of Article VII, 
Section 15, of the City Charter.  Further, this ordinance may be published in pamphlet 
form and shall be admissible in such form in any court, as provided by law. 
 

7. 
 
 This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days after first publication as 
described above. 
 
 
PRESENTED AND GIVEN FIRST READING on the 22nd day of July, 2003, at a 
regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Arlington, Texas; and GIVEN 
SECOND READING, passed and approved on the 29th day of July, 2003, by a vote of 9 
ayes and 0 nays at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Arlington, Texas. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 04-004 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE "CONSTRUCTION" 
CHAPTER OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 
ARLINGTON, TEXAS, 1987, THROUGH THE 
AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE I, BUILDING CODE, 
SECTION 1.02, RELATIVE TO THE ADDITION 
OF THE 2001 SUPPLEMENT TO THE 
INTERNATIONAL ENERGY CONSERVATION CODE; 
SECTION 1.04(C), RELATIVE TO AMENDMENTS 
TO THE INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE; 
SECTION 1.04(D), RELATIVE TO AMENDMENTS 
TO THE INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE; 
SECTION 1.04(E)(5), RELATIVE TO 
AMENDMENTS TO THE INTERNATIONAL ENERGY 
CONSERVATION CODE; SECTION 1.06(B), 
RELATIVE TO APPEAL OF THE BUILDING 
OFFICIAL’S DETERMINATION REGARDING AN 
EASEMENT USE AGREEMENT; AND SECTION 
1.06(C), RELATIVE TO TERMINATION AND 
MODIFICATION OF AN EASEMENT USE 
AGREEMENT; THROUGH THE AMENDMENT OF 
ARTICLE IV, REGISTRATION, PERMITS AND 
INSPECTIONS, BY THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 
4.01(I), RELATIVE TO REGISTRATION 
EXEMPTIONS FOR OWNERS; SECTION 4.05 BY 
THE ADDITION OF SUBSECTION (D), RELATIVE 
TO THE ISSUANCE OF A FIELD PERMIT CARD; 
SECTION 4.13(C), BY THE ADDITION OF A 
NEW SUBSECTION (3), RELATIVE TO AN 
ENERGY INSPECTION; SECTION 4.14(C), 
RELATIVE TO SEXUALLY ORIENTED 
BUSINESSES; SECTION 4.14, BY THE 
ADDITION OF SUBSECTION (H), RELATIVE TO 
APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATES OF 
OCCUPANCY; THROUGH THE AMENDMENT OF 
SECTION 4.15, RELATIVE TO 
INDEMNIFICATION; THROUGH THE AMENDMENT 
OF SECTION 4.16, RELATIVE TO DANGEROUS 
BUILDING DEMOLITION AND MUNICIPAL COURT 
AUTHORITY; THROUGH THE AMENDMENT OF 
ARTICLE XVI RELATIVE TO DEFINITIONS, 
DEMOLITION HEARINGS, MUNICIPAL COURT 
HEARING AUTHORITY, ENCLOSURE OF SWIMMING 
POOLS, SURETY BONDS, AND CITY COLLECTION 
OF EXPENSES; THROUGH THE AMENDMENT OF 
ARTICLE XVII, ADDITIONAL AUTHORITY TO 
SECURE BUILDING, RELATIVE TO DESIGNATION 
OF ADMINISTRATOR; THROUGH THE AMENDMENT 
OF ARTICLE XVIII, PERFORMANCE OF WORK 
AND RECOVERY OF COST, RELATIVE TO 
COLLECTION OF CITY EXPENSES AND LIENS; 
PROVIDING FOR A FINE OF UP TO $2000 FOR 
EACH OFFENSE IN VIOLATION OF THE 



ORDINANCE; PROVIDING THIS ORDINANCE BE 
CUMULATIVE; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
PROVIDING FOR GOVERNMENTAL IMMUNITY; 
PROVIDING FOR INJUNCTIONS; PROVIDING FOR 
PUBLICATION AND BECOMING EFFECTIVE TEN 
DAYS AFTER FIRST PUBLICATION 

 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARLINGTON, 
TEXAS: 

1. 
 
 That the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the City 
of Arlington, Texas, 1987, is hereby amended through the 
amendment of Article I, Building Code, Section 1.02, 
Adoption of Code, so that hereafter said section shall be 
and read as follows: 
 
Section 1.02 Adoption of Code
 
 The International Building Code, 2000 Edition 
(hereinafter called "I.B.C."); the International Residential 
Code, 2000 Edition (hereinafter called "I.R.C."); and the 
International Energy Conservation Code, 2000 Edition and 
2001 Supplement to the International Energy Conservation 
Code (hereinafter called "I.E.C.C."); as published by the 
International Code Council, Inc. are hereby adopted and 
designated, together with the deletions, amendments and 
addenda hereinafter contained, as the Building Code of the 
City of Arlington, the same as though said I.B.C., I.R.C. 
and I.E.C.C. were copied at length herein.  Copies of the 
I.B.C., I.R.C. and I.E.C.C. and its Appendices shall be kept 
on file in the Office of the City Secretary. 
 
 
 Further, Article I, Section 1.04, Subsection (C), is 
hereby amended so that hereafter said subsection shall be 
and read as follows: 
 
C. The amendment of the following I.B.C. provisions: 
 

(1) The amendment of Section 101.2, entitled Scope, by 
the addition of the following "EXCEPTION": 

 
  EXCEPTION:  Storage buildings not exceeding three 

hundred twenty (320) square feet in area shall not 
be subject to the provisions of this Building Code 
provided: 

 
(a) The building shall not be intended or used 

for human occupancy; 
 

(b) Any mechanical, electrical or plumbing work 
shall be installed in full compliance with 
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the appropriate Chapter of the Code of the 
City of Arlington for such work; 

 
(c) A building on commercial property shall be 

anchored at each corner:  said anchorage 
shall equal or exceed a concrete pier ten 
inches (10") in diameter and eighteen inches 
(18") in depth embedded with a standard one-
half inch (½") diameter anchor bolt; 

 
(d) The building shall be not closer than five 

feet (5') to a property line in residential 
areas and ten feet (10') to a property line 
in non-residential areas:  subject, however, 
to any more restrictive setbacks contained in 
the "Zoning" Chapter of the Code of the City 
of Arlington:  further, storage buildings on 
commercial property shall be separated from 
other structures and property lines as 
specified by I.B.C., Chapter 5; 

 
(e) The building shall be maintained in good 

repair; 
 

(f) There shall be not more than one (1) such 
building on any property occupied for other 
than residential use; and 

 
(g) A permit for such building shall have been 

obtained from the Building Official. 
 

(2) The amendment of Section 101.4, entitled 
Referenced Codes., to read as follows: 
 
101.4 Referenced Codes. The other codes listed in 
Sections 101.4 through 101.4.7 and referenced 
elsewhere in this code, when specifically adopted, 
shall be considered part of the requirements of 
this code to the prescribed extent of each such 
reference.  Whenever amendments have been adopted 
to the referenced codes and standards, each 
reference to said code and standard shall be 
considered to reference the amendments as well.  
Any reference to NFPA 70 or the ICC Electrical 
Code shall mean the Electrical Code as adopted. 
 

(3) The amendment of Section 103.1, entitled Creation 
of Enforcement Agency., to read as follows: 

 
103.1 Creation of enforcement agency. The Building 
Inspections Division is hereby created and the 
official in charge thereof shall be known as the 
Building Official. 
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(4) The amendment of Section 104.6, entitled Right of 
Entry, to read as follows: 

 
  Whenever necessary to make an inspection to 

enforce any of the provisions of this Building 
Code, or whenever the Building Official or an 
authorized representative has reasonable cause to 
believe that there exists in any building or upon 
any premises any condition or violation which 
makes such building or premises unsafe, dangerous 
or hazardous, the Building Official or an autho-
rized representative may enter such building or 
premises at all reasonable times to inspect the 
same or to perform any duty imposed upon said 
Building Official by this Building Code.  If such 
building or premises be occupied, the Building 
Official shall first present proper credentials 
and request entry.  If such building or premises 
be unoccupied, the Building Official shall first 
make a reasonable effort to locate the owner or 
other person having charge or control of the 
building or premises and request entry.  If such 
entry is refused, or, if no owner or other person 
having charge or control of the building or 
premises can be located, the Building Official or 
an authorized representative shall have recourse 
to every remedy provided by law to secure entry.  

 
(5) The addition of Section 104.12, entitled Occupancy 

Violations., to read as follows: 
 

 104.12 Occupancy Violations.  Whenever any 
building, structure, or equipment therein which is 
regulated by this Building Code is being used 
contrary to the provisions of said Code, the 
Building Official or an authorized representative 
may order that such use be discontinued and/or 
that the building or structure, or a portion 
thereof, be vacated by written notice served on 
any person who is causing such use to be 
continued.  Further, the Building Official or an 
authorized representative may order the evacuation 
of any building or premises, or a portion thereof, 
which constitutes a dangerous building as defined 
in Article XVII of this Chapter. 

 
  Notice to stop use shall be given by personal 

delivery or by certified mail, return receipt 
requested, to the person responsible for the 
continued use.  Such person shall discontinue the 
use within the time prescribed by the Building 
Official after receipt of such notice and shall 
not resume the use of the building or premises 

(4) 



until first rendering the same in compliance with 
this Building Code. 

 
Notice to vacate a dangerous building or premises 
shall be posted at or upon each exit of the said 
structure affected thereby, and shall be in sub-
stantially the following form: 

 
 

  "DO NOT ENTER  
  UNSAFE TO OCCUPY 

 
   It is a misdemeanor to occupy 

this building, or to remove or 
deface this notice. 

 
 

  Arlington Building Official 
  (by)______________________________ 
  (date)____________________________ 
  (compliance due date)_____________" 

 
No person shall remain in or enter any building or 
premises which has been so posted, except that 
entry may be made to repair, demolish or remove 
the unsafe condition.  Such entry or the destruc-
tion, defacing or removal of said notice prior to 
approval by the Building Official or an authorized 
representative shall be a violation of this 
Building Code. 

 
(6) The amendment of Section 106.1, entitled Submittal 

documents., amending the second sentence to read 
as follows: 

 
The construction documents shall be prepared by a 
Texas Licensed Engineer or Architect as required 
by this ordinance or by State law. 

 
(7) The amendment of Section 202, entitled 

Definitions., adding a new definition to read as 
follows: 

 
HIGH-RISE BUILDING is a building having floors 
used for human occupancy located more than 75 feet 
(22 860 mm) above the lowest level of fire 
department vehicle access. 

 
(8) The amendment of Section 202 adding the definition 

of "SHALL" to read as follows: 
 

SHALL, as it applies to an act or duty to be 
performed by the Building Official pursuant to any 
section of this Building Code, is discretionary.  
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Its use in all other applications in this Code 
shall be mandatory. 

 
(9) The amendment of Table 302.3.3., footnote e, to 

read as follows: 
 

e. Assembly uses accessory to Group E Occupancy 
must comply within the provisions for Group A 
Occupancy but for the purpose of Section 302.3 are 
not considered separate occupancies. 

 
 (10) The amendment of Section 403.1, exception #3: to 

read as follows: 
 
3. Buildings with an occupancy in Group A-5 in 
accordance with Section 303.1, when used for open 
air seating; however, this exception does not 
apply to accessory uses including but not limited 
to sky boxes, restaurants and similarly enclosed 
areas. 

 
(11) The amendment of Section 403.2, by the deletion of 

exception #2 in its entirety. 
 
(12) The amendment of Section 406.6.1, entitled 

General., adding a second paragraph to read as 
follows: 

 
This occupancy shall include garages involved in 
servicing of motor vehicles for items such as lube 
changes, inspections, windshield repair or 
replacement, shocks, minor part replacement and 
other such non-major repair.  When the repair 
garage is only involved in such minor repair, it 
need not comply with Section 406.6.2. 
 

(13) The amendment of Section 411.4, entitled Automatic 
sprinklers., to read as follows: 

 
411.4 Automatic sprinklers. An automatic sprinkler 
system shall be installed in all amusement 
buildings (as defined in this code).  The main 
water-flow switch shall be electrically 
supervised.  The sprinkler main cutoff valve shall 
be supervised. 
 
EXCEPTION: An automatic sprinkler system need not 
be provided for amusement buildings actually 
operating not more than thirty (30) consecutive 
days. 
 

(14) The amendment of Section 506.2.2, entitled Open 
space limits., adding a sentence to read as 
follows: 
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In order to be considered as accessible, if not in 
direct contact with a street or fire lane, a 
minimum 10 foot wide pathway from the street or 
approved fire lane must be provided.  (See Fire 
Code Section 503.1.1 for the hose lay measurement 
pathway requirements.) 

 
 (15) The amendment of Table 602, entitled FIRE-

RESISTIVE RATING REQUIREMENTS FOR EXTERIOR WALLS 
BASED ON FIRE SEPARATION DISTANCEa., to insert 
footnote d. to the heading "GROUP A, B, E, F-2, I, 
Rbd, S-2, Ud" to read as follows: 

 
 d. For one- and two-family dwellings and apartment 

buildings, open metal carport structures may be 
constructed within zero (0) feet of the property 
line without fire-resistive or opening protection 
when the location of such is approved as required 
by other City ordinances. 

 
(16) The amendment of Section 705.11, entitled Ducts 

and air transfer openings., to amend the Exception 
to read as follows: 

 
EXCEPTION: For other than hazardous exhaust ducts, 
penetrations by ducts and air transfer openings of 
fire walls that are not on a lot line shall be 
allowed provided the penetrations comply with 
Sections 711 and 715.  The size and aggregate 
width of all openings shall not exceed the 
limitations of Section 705.8. 
 

(17) The amendment of Section 715.5.2, entitled Fire 
barriers., to add exception #4 to read as follows: 

 
4. In the duct penetration of the separation 

between the private garage and its residence 
when constructed in accordance with Section 
302.3.3, exceptions #2 and 3. 

 
(18) The amendment of Section 903.1.2, entitled 

Residential systems., to read as follows: 
 

903.1.2 Residential systems. Unless specifically 
allowed by this code, residential sprinkler 
systems installed in accordance with NFPA 13D or 
NFPA 13R shall not be recognized for the purposes 
of exceptions or reductions, commonly referred to 
as "trade-offs", permitted by other requirements 
of this code. 
 

(19) The amendment of Section 903.2.1.1, entitled Group 
A-1., to read as follows: 
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903.2.1.1 Group A-1. An automatic sprinkler system 
shall be provided for Group A-1 Occupancies where 
one of the following conditions exist: 
 
1. The fire area exceeds 12,000 square feet (1115 

m2). 
2. The fire area has an occupant load of 300 or 

more. 
3. The fire area is located on a floor other than 

the level of exit discharge. 
4. The fire area contains a multi theater 

complex. 
 

(20) The amendment of Section 903.2.1.2, entitled Group 
A-2., to read as follows: 

 
903.2.1.2 Group A-2. An automatic sprinkler system 
shall be provided for a Group A-2 Occupancies 
where one of the following conditions exist:  

 
1. The fire area exceeds 5,000 square feet (464.5 

m2). 
2. The fire area has an occupant load of 300 or 

more.  
3. The fire area is located on a floor other than 

the level of exit discharge.  
(21) The amendment of Section 903.2.1.3, entitled Group 

A-3., to read as follows: 
 

903.2.1.3 Group A-3. An automatic sprinkler system 
shall be provided for Group A-3 Occupancies where 
one of the following conditions exist: 
 
1. The fire area exceeds 12,000 square feet (1115 

m2). 
2. The fire area has an occupant load of 300 or 

more. 
3. The fire area is located on a floor other than 

the level of exit discharge. 
 
EXCEPTION: Areas used exclusively as participant 
sports areas where the main floor area is located 
at the same level as the level of exit discharge 
of the main entrance and exit. 

 
(22) The amendment of Section 903.2.1.4, entitled Group 

A-4., to read as follows: 
 

903.2.1.4 Group A-4. An automatic sprinkler system 
shall be provided for Group A-4 Occupancies where 
one of the following conditions exist: 
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1. The fire area exceeds 12,000 square feet (1115 
m2). 

2. The fire area has an occupant load of 300 or 
more. 

3. The fire area is located on a floor other than 
the level of exit discharge. 

 
EXCEPTION: Areas used exclusively as participant 
sports areas where the main floor area is located 
at the same level as the level of exit discharge 
of the main entrance and exit. 

 
(23) The amendment of Section 903.2.7, entitled Group 

R-1., to read as follows: 
 

903.2.7 Group R-1. An automatic sprinkler system 
shall be provided throughout buildings with a 
Group R-1 fire area.  For the purpose of 
establishing automatic sprinkler requirements of 
this section, fire walls as described in I.B.C., 
Section 705, shall not constitute separate 
buildings. 

 
EXCEPTIONS: 
1. Where guestrooms are not located more than two 

stories in height and the building contains 
less than 20 guest rooms. 

2. A residential sprinkler system installed in 
accordance with Section 903.3.1.2 shall be 
allowed in buildings of Group R-1. 

 
(24) The amendment of Section 903.2.8, entitled Group 

R-2., to read as follows: 
 

903.2.8 Group R-2.  An automatic sprinkler system 
shall be provided throughout all buildings with a 
Group R-2 fire area where any of the following 
conditions apply: 
 
1. The R-2 is located more than two stories in 

height, including basements; or  
2. The building contains more than 16 dwelling 

units; or 
3. The building contains fraternities and 

sororities with an occupant load of more than 
10. 

 
EXCEPTION: A residential sprinkler system 
installed in accordance with Section 903.3.1.2 
shall be permitted in buildings of Group R-2.  For 
the purpose of establishing automatic sprinkler 
requirements of this section, fire walls as 
described in I.B.C., Section 705 shall not 
constitute separate buildings. 
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(25) The addition of Section 903.2.10.3, entitled Self-

service storage facility., to read as follows: 
 

903.2.10.3 Self service storage facility. An 
automatic sprinkler system shall be installed 
throughout all self-service storage facilities. 
 
EXCEPTION: One story self-service storage 
facilities, that have no interior corridors, with 
a one-hour fire barrier wall installed between 
every storage compartment. 
 

(26) The amendment of Section 903.2.12, entitled All 
occupancies except Groups R-3 and U., to amend the 
exception to read as follows: 

 
EXCEPTION: Group R-3 as applicable in Section 
101.2 with approved fire department access and 
Group U occupancies, an automatic sprinkler system 
shall be installed. 
 

(27) The amendment of Section 903.2.12.3, entitled 
Buildings over 55 feet in height., to read as 
follows:  

 
903.2.12.3 Buildings over two stories in height. 
An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed 
throughout buildings, other than penthouses in 
compliance with Section 1509, 3 stories or more in 
height. 

 
EXCEPTION: Open parking structures in compliance 
with Section 406.3. 
 

(28) The addition of Section 903.2.12.4, entitled High-
Piled Combustible Storage., to read as follows:  

 
903.2.12.4 High-Piled Combustible Storage. For any 
building with a clear height exceeding 12 feet 
(4572 mm), see Chapter 23 of the Fire Code to 
determine if those provisions apply. 

 
(29) The addition of Section 903.2.12.5, entitled Spray 

Booths and Rooms., to read as follows:  
 

903.2.12.5 Spray Booths and Rooms. New and 
existing spray booths and spraying rooms shall be 
protected by an approved automatic fire-
extinguishing system. 
 

(30) The amendment of Section 903.3.1.1.1, entitled 
Exempt locations., to read as follows: 
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903.3.1.1.1 Exempt locations. When approved by the 
code official, automatic sprinklers shall not be 
required in the following rooms or areas where 
such rooms or areas are protected with an approved 
automatic fire detection system in accordance with 
Section 907.2 that will respond to visible or 
invisible particles of combustion.  Sprinklers 
shall not be omitted from any room merely because 
it is damp, of fire-resistance-rated construction 
or contains electrical equipment. 
 
1. Any room where the application of water, or 

flame and water, constitutes a serious life or 
fire hazard. 

2. Any room or space where sprinklers are 
considered undesirable because of the nature 
of the contents, when approved by the code 
official. 

3. Generator and transformer rooms, under the 
direct control of a public utility, separated 
from the remainder of the building by walls 
and floor/ceiling or roof/ceiling assemblies 
having a fire-resistance rating of not less 
than two hours. 

 
(31) The amendment of Section 903.3.1.2, entitled NFPA 

13R sprinkler systems., to read as follows: 
 

903.3.1.2 NFPA 13R sprinkler system. Where allowed 
in buildings of Group R, up to and including four 
stories in height, automatic sprinkler systems 
shall be hydraulically calculated within the 
dwelling unit in accordance with NFPA 13R.  
Sprinkler protection shall be provided throughout, 
including the means of egress, patios, bathrooms, 
closets, balconies and attics. 
 

(32) The amendment of Section 903.3.1.3, entitled NFPA 
13D sprinkler systems., to read as follows: 
 
903.3.1.3 NFPA 13D sprinkler systems. Non-required 
automatic sprinkler systems in one and two-family 
dwellings and manufactured homes may be installed 
in accordance with NFPA 13D. 
 

(33) The amendment of Section 903.3.5, entitled Water 
supplies., to add a second paragraph to read as 
follows: 

 
Water supply as required for such systems shall be 
provided in conformance with the supply 
requirements of the respective standards; however, 
every fire protection system shall be designed 
with a 10 psi safety factor. 
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(34) The amendment of Section 903.3.7, entitled Fire 

department connections., to read as follows: 
 

903.3.7 Fire department connections. The location 
of fire department connections shall be approved 
by the code official. 
 

(35) The amendment of Section 903.4, entitled Sprinkler 
system monitoring and alarms., to amend and add a 
second paragraph after the exception to read as 
follows: 

 
903.4 Sprinkler system monitoring and alarms. All 
valves controlling the water supply for automatic 
sprinkler systems and water-flow switches on all 
sprinkler systems shall be electrically supervised 
and monitored by a UL listed Central Station.  The 
fire-pump system shall also be supervised and 
monitored for "power available," "phase reversal" 
and "pump running" conditions on distinct 
circuits. 

 
EXCEPTIONS: 
1. Automatic sprinkler systems protecting one-

and two-family dwellings. 
2. Limited area systems serving fewer than 20 

sprinklers. 
3. Jockey pump control valves that are sealed or 

locked in the open position. 
 

Sprinkler and standpipe system water-flow 
detectors shall be provided for each floor tap to 
the sprinkler system and shall cause an alarm upon 
detection of water flow. 
 

(36) The amendment of Section 903.4.2, entitled 
Alarms., to read as follows: 

 
903.4.2 Alarms. Approved audible devices shall be 
connected to every automatic sprinkler system.  
Such sprinkler water-flow devices shall be 
activated by water flow equivalent to the flow of 
a single sprinkler of the smallest orifice size 
installed in the system.  Alarm devices shall be 
provided on the exterior of the building in an 
approved location.  An approved audible/visible 
sprinkler flow alarm to alert the occupants shall 
be provided in the interior of the building in a 
normally occupied location.  Where a fire alarm 
system is installed, actuation of the automatic 
sprinkler system shall actuate the building fire 
alarm system. 
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(37) The amendment of Section 903.4.3, entitled Floor 
control valves., to read as follows: 

 
903.4.3 Floor control valves. Sprinkler and 
standpipe system water-flow detectors shall be 
provided for each floor tap to the sprinkler 
system and shall cause an alarm upon detection of 
water flow. 
 

(38) The amendment of Section 905.4, entitled Location 
of Class I standpipe hose connections., by 
revising item #5 to read as follows: 

 
5. Where the roof has a slope less than four units 
vertical in 12 units horizontal (33.3-percent 
slope), each standpipe shall be provided with a 
two-way hose connection located either on the roof 
or at the highest landing of stairways with stair 
access to the roof.  An additional hose connection 
shall be provided at the top of the most 
hydraulically remote standpipe for testing 
purposes. 
 

(39) The amendment of Section 905.9, entitled Valve 
supervision., to add a second paragraph after the 
exceptions to read as follows: 

 
Sprinkler and standpipe system water-flow 
detectors shall be provided for each floor tap to 
the sprinkler system and shall cause an alarm upon 
detection of water flow.  All control valves in 
the sprinkler and standpipe systems except for 
fire department hose connection valves shall be 
electrically supervised to initiate a supervisory 
signal at the central station upon tampering.  

  
(40) The addition of Sections 907.1.2.1, 907.1.2.2 and 

907.1.2.3 to read as follows: 
 

907.1.2.1 Fire alarm control panel. The fire alarm 
control panel shall be installed in an approved 
location adjacent to the main entrance to the 
building unless otherwise approved by the Fire 
Code Official 

 
907.1.2.2 Key/Codes. Fire alarm control panel 
functions such as silence and reset shall be 
operable without the use of a key or code.  The 
panel cover may be locked, but the function keys 
cannot require a key or code. 

 
907.1.2.3 Alarm verification. Alarm verification 
shall be provided for smoke detectors.  Alarm 
verification shall be provided at the fire alarm 
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control panel when more than thirty (30) detectors 
are installed. 

 
EXCEPTION: Alarm verification is not required for 
single station type smoke detectors. 
 

(41) The addition of Section 907.1.3, entitled Design 
Standards., to read as follows: 

 
907.1.3 Design Standards. Fire alarm systems, 
automatic fire detectors, emergency voice alarm 
communication systems and notification devices 
shall be designed, installed and maintained in 
accordance with NFPA 72 and local amendments.  All 
alarm systems new or replacement serving 50 or 
more alarm actuating devices shall be addressable 
fire detection systems.  Alarm systems serving 
more than 75 smoke detectors or more than 200 
total alarm activating devices shall be analog 
intelligent addressable fire detection systems. 
 
EXCEPTION: Existing systems need not comply unless 
the total building remodel or expansion initiated 
after January 1, 1998 exceeds 30% of the building.  
When cumulative building remodel or expansion 
exceeds 50% of the building must comply within 18 
months of permit application. 
 

(42) The amendment of Section 907.2.3, entitled Group 
E., to read as follows: 

 
907.2.3 Group E. A manual fire alarm system shall 
be installed in Group E educational occupancies.  
When automatic sprinkler systems or smoke 
detectors are installed, such systems or detectors 
shall be connected to the building fire alarm 
system.  An approved smoke detection system shall 
be installed in Group E day care occupancies.  
Unless separated by a minimum of 100' open space, 
all buildings, whether portable buildings or the 
main building, will be considered one building for 
alarm occupant load consideration and 
interconnection of alarm systems. 
 

(43) The amendment of Section 907.2.3, entitled Group 
E., exception #1, and the addition of exception 
#1.1 added to read as follows: 

 
EXCEPTIONS: 
1. Group E educational and day care occupancies 

with an occupant load of less than 50 when 
 provided with an approved automatic sprinkler 
system. 
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1.1 Residential In-Home day care with not more 
than 12 children may use interconnected 
single station detectors in all habitable 
rooms.  (For care of more than five children 
2½ or less years of age, see Section 
907.2.6).  

 
(44) The addition of Section 907.2.8.2, entitled Carbon 

Monoxide Detectors., to read as follows: 
 
907.2.8.2 Carbon Monoxide Detectors. In hotels and 
motels, carbon monoxide detectors shall be 
provided in all locations where there is gas-fired 
equipment, such as, but not limited to, dryers, 
HVAC, or hot water heaters. 
 

(45) The addition of Section 907.2.9.1, entitled Manual 
fire alarm boxes., to read as follows: 

 
 907.2.9.1 Manual Fire Alarm Boxes. Manual fire 

alarm boxes are prohibited in Group R-2 apartment 
houses less than four (4) stories in height. 

 
(46) The amendment of Section 907.2.12, entitled High- 

rise buildings., exception #3, to read as follows: 
 

3. Buildings with an occupancy in Group A-5 in 
accordance with Section 303.1 of the International 
Building Code, when used for open air seating; 
however, this exception does not apply to 
accessory uses, including but not limited to sky 
boxes, restaurants and similarly enclosed areas. 
 

(47) The amendment of Section 907.2.12.2, entitled 
Emergency voice/alarm communication system., to 
read as follows: 

 
907.2.12.2 Emergency voice/alarm communication 
system. The operation of any automatic fire 
detector, sprinkler water-flow device or manual 
fire alarm box shall automatically sound an alert 
tone followed by voice instructions giving 
approved information and directions on a general 
or selective basis to the following terminal areas 
on a minimum of the alarming floor, the floor 
above, and the floor below in accordance with the 
International Fire Code. 
 

(48) The amendment of Section 907.3, entitled Manual 
fire alarm boxes., to add a second paragraph to 
read as follows: 

 
Manual alarm actuating devices shall be an 
approved double action type. 
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(49) The addition of Section 907.5.1 entitled Alarms., 

to read as follows: 
 

907.5.1 Alarms. All fire alarm systems shall be 
installed in such a manner that the failure of any 
single alarm-actuating or alarm-indicating device 
will not interfere with the normal operation of 
any other such devices.  All systems shall be 
Class "A" wired with a minimum of six feet 
separation between supply and return loops.  IDC – 
Class "A" style – D – SLC Class "A" Style 6 – 
notification Class "B" Style Y. 
 

(50) The amendment of Section 907.8.2, entitled High-
rise buildings., by adding an exception to read as 
follows: 

 
EXCEPTION: Addressable systems. 
 

(51) The amendment of Section 1003.2.2.4, entitled 
Increased Occupant Load., to read as follows: 
 
1003.2.2.4 Increased occupant load.  When approved 
by the building official, the occupant load in any 
building or portion thereof may be increased from 
that number established for the occupancies in 
Table 1003.22.2 provided that all other 
requirements of the code are also met based on 
such modified number and the occupant load shall 
not exceed one occupant per 5 square feet (0.47 
m2) of occupiable floor space.  Adequate changes 
in available parking space shall also match any 
increases in occupant load.  Where required by the 
building official, an approved aisle, seating or 
fixed equipment diagram substantiating any 
increase in occupant load shall be submitted.  
Where required by the building official, such 
diagram shall be posted. 
 

(52) The amendment of Section 1003.2.12.2, entitled 
Opening limitations., exception #3 to read as 
follows: 

 
3. In occupancies in Group I-3, F, H or in non-
public portions of S, balusters, horizontal 
intermediate rails or other construction shall not 
permit a sphere with a diameter of 21 inches (533 
mm) to pass through any opening. 

 
(53) The amendment of Section 1003.3.1.3.4, entitled 

Access-controlled egress doors., to read as 
follows: 
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1003.3.1.3.4 Access-controlled egress doors. The 
entrance doors in a means of egress in buildings 
with an occupancy in Group A, B, E, M, R-1 or R-2 
and entrance doors to tenant spaces in occupancies 
in Groups A, B, E, M, R-1, and R-2 are permitted 
to be equipped with an approved entrance and 
egress access control system which shall be 
installed in accordance with the following 
criteria: 

 
1. Egress doors shall be readily openable from 
the egress side without the use of a key, card or 
special knowledge of effort. 
2. Push buttons are not allowed for egress 
purposes. 
3. All devices utilized for exiting shall be 
listed for the purpose. 
4. Activation of the building fire alarm system 
and/or sprinkler system, if provided, shall 
automatically unlock the doors, and the doors 
shall remain unlocked until the fire alarm system 
has been reset. 
5. A Knox box may be required by the Fire Code 
Official for Fire Department access. 

 
(54) The amendment of Section 1003.3.1.8.2, entitled 

Delayed egress locks., to revise and add a 
sentence after Items 1-6 to read as follows: 

 
1003.3.1.8.2 Delayed egress locks.  Approved, 
listed, delayed egress locks shall be permitted to 
be installed on doors serving any occupancy except 
Group A, E and H occupancies in buildings which 
are equipped throughout with an automatic 
sprinkler system in accordance with Section 
903.3.1.1 and an approved automatic smoke or heat 
detection system installed in accordance with 
Section 907, provided that the doors unlock in 
accordance with Items 1 through 6 below.  A 
building occupant shall not be required to pass 
through more than one door equipped with a delayed 
egress lock before entering an exit. 
 
(Items 1-6 remain unchanged.) 
 
A permit from the Fire Department is required 
prior to the installation of any delayed egress 
locks or other special locking systems. 

 
(55) The amendment of Section 1004.3.2.1, entitled 

Construction., to add exception #5 to read as 
follows: 
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5. In Group B office buildings, corridor walls and 
ceilings need not be of fire-resistive 
construction within office spaces of a single 
tenant when the space is equipped with an approved 
automatic smoke-detection system within the 
corridor.  The actuation of any detector shall 
activate alarms audible in all areas served by the 
corridor.  The smoke-detection system shall be 
connected to the building's fire alarm system 
where such a system is provided.  
 

(56) The amendment of Section 1005.2.1, entitled 
Minimum number of exits., to read as follows: 

 
1005.2.1 Minimum number of exits. Every floor area 
shall be provided with the minimum number of 
approved independent exits as required by Table 
1005.2.1 based on the occupant load except as 
modified in Section 1005.2.2.  For the purpose of 
this chapter, occupied roofs shall be provided 
with exits as required for floors.  The required 
number of exits from any story, basement or 
individual space shall be maintained until arrival 
at grade or the public way. 

 
(57) The amendment of Section 1101.2, entitled Design., 

to add an exception to read as follows: 
 

EXCEPTION. Buildings regulated under State Law and 
built in accordance with State certified plans, 
including any variances or waivers granted by the 
State, shall be deemed to be in compliance with 
the requirements of this Chapter. 
 

(58) The amendment of Section 1108.2.1, entitled Unisex 
toilet and bathing rooms., to read as follows: 

 
1108.2.1 Unisex toilet and bathing rooms. In 
assembly and mercantile occupancies, an accessible 
unisex toilet room shall be provided where an 
aggregate of six or more male or female water 
closets are provided.  In buildings of mixed 
occupancy, only those water closets required for 
the assembly or mercantile occupancy shall be used 
to determine the unisex toilet room requirement.  
In recreational facilities where separate-sex 
bathing rooms are provided, an accessible unisex 
bathing room shall be provided.  Fixtures located 
within unisex toilet and bathing rooms shall be 
included in determining the number of fixtures 
provided in an occupancy. 
 

(59) The amendment of Section 1209.2, entitled Walls., 
exception #2, to read as follows: 
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2. Toilet rooms that are not accessible to the 
public and which have not more than one water 
closet; provided that walls around urinals comply 
with the minimum surrounding material specified by 
the Plumbing Code. 

 
 (60) The amendment of Section 1202.1, entitled General, 

to add the exception to read as follows: 
 

  EXCEPTION: Private laundry rooms in Group R, 
Division 2 and inside individual dwelling units of 
Group R, Division 3 and 4 Occupancies. 

 
(61) The amendment of Section 1403.3, entitled Vapor 

retarder., to delete the exceptions and revise to 
read as follows: 

 
1403.3 Vapor retarder. In all framed walls, floors 
and roof/ceilings comprising elements of the 
building thermal envelope, a vapor retarder, when 
installed, shall be installed in a manner so as to 
not trap moisture.  Vapor retarders shall be 
tested in accordance with ASTM E 96. 
 

 (62) The amendment of Table 1405.2, entitled Minimum 
Thickness of Weather Coverings., by adding 
footnote "d" wood shingles to read as follows:  

 
d:  Wood shingles and shakes shall not be used as 
an exterior wall covering within seven feet (7') 
of grade for Group R-1 and R-2 Occupancies. 

 
All wood shingles or shakes to be used as an 
exterior wall covering for Group R-1 and R-2 
Occupancies shall be fire-retardant shakes and 
shingles.  Fire-retardant shakes and shingles are 
wood shakes and shingles complying with ASTM D 
2898 impregnated by the full-cell vacuum-pressure 
process with fire retardant chemicals, and have 
been qualified by ASTM E 108 or U.L. 790 for use 
on Class A, B or C roofs.  Each bundle of treated 
wood shakes and shingles shall bear labels 
identifying their roof covering classification and 
approved quality control agency.   

 
(63) The amendment of Table 1505.1, entitled Minimum 

Roof Covering Classification for Types of 
Construction., by replacing footnote b and c with 
the following: 

 
b. All individual replacement shingles or shakes 

shall be in compliance with the rating required 
by this table. 
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c. Non-classified roof coverings shall be 
permitted on buildings of U occupancies having 
not more than 120 sq. ft. of projected roof 
area.  When exceeding 120 sq. ft. of projected 
roof area, buildings of U occupancies may use 
non-rated non-combustible roof coverings. 

 
(64) The amendment of Section 1505.7, entitled Special 

purpose roofs., by deleting it in its entirety. 
 
 (65) The amendment of Section 1510.3, entitled 

Recovering vs. replacement., by the addition of 
subparagraph #4, to read as follows: 

 
  4. Asphalt shingles.  Not more than one overlay 

of asphalt shingles shall be applied over an 
existing asphalt or wood shingle roof. 

 
(66) The amendment of Section 1610.2, entitled 

Retaining Walls, by the addition of the following 
paragraph and "EXCEPTION": 

 
Retaining walls exceeding three feet (3') in 
height shall be constructed of materials other 
than wood, including treated wood products, and 
shall be designed by a professional engineer.  A 
wall built in tiers shall be considered a single 
wall in height when the base of the upper tier is 
set back from the base of the lower tier less than 
one and one-half (1½) times the height of the wall 
section below. 

 
EXCEPTION:  Retaining walls erected on properties 
used for Group R-3 occupancies may be constructed 
up to six feet (6') in height of any approved 
materials.  A professional engineer shall design 
these retaining walls when exceeding a height of 
four feet (4').  Unless specifically approved by 
the Building Official, such walls shall not 
support a building, driveway or other permanent 
construction closer to the wall than one and one-
half (1½) times the full height of the wall. 
 

(67) The amendment of Section 1704.1, entitled General, 
to revise the first sentence to read as follows: 

 
 All construction or work for which a permit is 

required shall be subject to inspection by the 
Building Official.  The Building Official may 
require certain types of construction to have 
continuous inspection by special inspectors as 
specified in Chapter 17 of this code. 
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(68) The addition of Section 2308.2.3, entitled 
Application to engineered design., to read as 
follows: 

 
2308.2.3 Application to engineered design. When 
accepted by the code official, any portion of this 
section is permitted to apply to buildings that 
are otherwise outside the limitations of this 
section provided that: 

 
1. The resulting design will comply with the 

requirements specified in Chapter 16; 
2. The load limitations of various elements of 

this section are not exceeded; and 
3. The portions of this section which apply are 

identified by an engineer in the construction 
documents. 

 
(69) The amendment of Section 2406.2.1, entitled 

Exceptions, number 2, to read as follows: 
 

2. Decorative glass, in Section 2406.2 items 1, 6 
or 7 when used for decorative purposes or item 5 
when not equipped with a showerhead. 
 

 (70) The amendment of Chapter 29, entitled Plumbing 
Systems, to read as follows: 
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SECTION 2901 
GENERAL 

 
2901.1 Scope.  The Provisions of this chapter and 
the International Plumbing Code shall govern the 
erection, installation, alteration, repairs, 
relocation, replacement, addition to, use or 
maintenance of plumbing equipment and systems.  
Plumbing systems and equipment shall be 
constructed, installed and maintained in 
accordance with the International Plumbing Code. 

 
 

SECTION 2902 
MINIMUM PLUMBING FACILITIES 

 
2902.1 Minimum number of fixtures.  Plumbing 
fixtures, including provisions for accessibility 
in accordance with Chapter 11, shall be provided 
for the type of occupancy and in the minimum 
number shown in Table 2902.1.  Types of 
occupancies not shown in Table 2902.1 shall be 
considered individually by the Building Official.  
The number of occupants shall be determined by 
the occupant load factors shown in Table 2902.1 
unless sufficient data is approved by the 
building official for different occupant load 
factors.  Occupancy classification shall be 
determined in accordance with Chapter 3.  The 
number of fixtures are the minimum required as 
shown in Table 2902.1 and are assumed to be based 
on 50 percent male and 50 percent female, unless 
statistical data approved by the building 
official indicates a different distribution of 
the sexes. 

 
Exception:  Plumbing fixtures, including 
provisions for accessibility in accordance with 
Chapter 11, for facilities where the public 
congregates shall be provided in accordance with 
Section 2902.5. 

 
2902.2 Separate Facilities.  Where plumbing 
fixtures are required, separate facilities shall 
be provided for each sex. 

 
 Exceptions: 

1. Separate facilities shall not be required for 
private facilities. 
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2. Separate facilities for employees shall not be 
required in occupancies in which 15 or less 
people are employed. 

3. Separate facilities shall not be required in 
structures or tenant spaces with a total 
occupant load, including both employees and 
customers, of 15 or less. 

 
2902.3 Access to and location of employee 
facilities.  Access to employees’ toilet 
facilities, in other than mercantile and assembly 
occupancies, shall be from within the employees 
regular working areas.  Access to employees’ 
toilet facilities in mercantile and assembly 
occupancies may be in combination with public 
facilities as required in this section. 

 
Facilities that are required for employees in 
storage structures or kiosks, and are located in 
adjacent structures under the same ownership, 
lease or control, shall be a maximum of 500 feet 
(152 m) from the employees regular working area. 

 
The required employee toilet facilities shall be 
located not more than one story above or below 
the employee’s regular working area and the path 
of travel to such facilities shall not exceed a 
distance of 500 feet (152 m). 

 
2902.4 Public facilities.  Customers, patrons and 
visitors shall be provided with public toilet 
facilities in structures and tenant spaces 
intended for public utilization when the total 
occupant load is 16 or more; or, for all A-2 
occupancies.  Public utilization is assumed when 
customers, patrons and visitors utilize a 
structure for the purpose of dining, shopping, 
conducting business on more than a simple casual 
basis.  A simple casual basis is assumed when the 
average customer, patron and visitor is in and 
out of a structure or tenant space in a very 
short duration of time; such as but not limited 
to, picking up/dropping off dry cleaning or 
laundry, food take-out only, cash checking and/or 
bill paying facilities, and similar facilities.  
Public facilities shall be located not more than 
one story above or below the space required to be 
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provided with public toilet facilities and the 
path of travel to such facilities shall not 
exceed a distance of 500 feet (152 m). 

 
Required facilities shall be free of charge and 
designated by legible signs for each sex.  Where 
pay facilities are installed, such facilities 
shall be in excess of the required minimum 
facilities. 
 
2902.5 Facilities where the public congregates.  
Plumbing fixtures, including provisions for 
accessibility in accordance with Chapter 11, for 
facilities where the public congregates shall be 
provided in accordance with this section.  For 
the purpose of this section, the term “facilities 
where the public congregates” shall include 
sports and entertainment arenas, stadiums, 
community and convention halls, specialty event 
centers and amusement facilities.  The term 
“facilities where the public congregates” does 
not include hotels, churches, restaurants, 
bowling centers, public or private elementary or 
secondary schools, or historic buildings.   

 
2902.5.1  When the use of restrooms is designated 
by gender, toilet facilities shall be provided 
for each sex at a ratio of not less than 2:1 
women’s to men’s or according to Table 2902.2. 

 
2902.5.2  This section shall apply to new 
structures and to existing structures when the 
costs of structural alterations, repairs or 
improvements exceed 50% of the worth of the 
facility, as determined by the Tarrant Appraisal 
District. 

   
2902.6  Additional fixtures for food preparation 
facilities.  In addition to the fixtures required 
by this chapter, all food service facilities 
shall also be provided with additional fixtures 
as outlined in this section. 

 
2902.6.1  Hand washing lavatory.  At least one 
hand washing lavatory shall be provided for use 
by employees that is accessible from food 
preparation, food dispensing and warewashing 
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areas.  The City of Arlington Neighborhood 
Services Department may require additional hand 
washing lavatories based on convenience of use by 
employees. 

 
2902.6.2  Service sink.  In new or remodeled food 
service establishments, at least one service sink 
or one floor sink shall be provided so that it is 
conveniently located for the cleaning of mops or 
similar wet floor cleaning tools and for the 
disposal of mop water and similar liquid waste.  
The City of Arlington Neighborhood Services 
Department shall be the final authority for the 
approval of the location. 

 



(26) 

 
 

Table 2902.1 – MINIMUM PLUMBING FIXTURES 1,2,3 

TYPE OF BUILDING OR 
OCCUPANCY4

WATER CLOSETS5 

(fixtures per person) 
MALE                                       FEMALE 

LAVATORIES6 

(fixtures per person) 
MALE                                        FEMALE 

BATHTUB OR SHOWER 
(fixtures per person) 

For the occupancies listed below, use 30 square feet (2.78 m2) per occupant for the minimum number of plumbing fixtures. 
Group A 

Conference rooms, dining rooms, drinking 
establishments, exhibit rooms, 
gymnasiums, lounges, stages  restaurants 
and gamerooms 

 
1:1-25                                         1:1-25 
2:26-75                                     2:26-75 
3:76-125                                 3:76-125 
4:126-200                             4:126-200 
5:201-300                             5:201-300 
6:301-400                             6:301-400 
Over 400, add one fixture for each 
additional 200 males or 150 females. 

 
One for each water closet up to four; then 
one for each two additional water closets. 

 
 
 
No requirements 

For the assembly occupancies listed below, use the number of fixed seating or, where no fixed seating is provided, use 15 square feet (1.39 m2 ) per occupant for the minimum 
number of plumbing fixtures. 
Assembly places – Auditoriums, dance 
floors, lodge rooms, and casinos 

 
1:1-50                                         1:1-50 
2:51-100                                 2:51-100 
3:101-150                             3:101-150 
4:151-300                             4:151-300 
Over 300 males, add one fixture for each 
additional 200, and over 400 females add 
one for each 125. 

 
1:1-200                                     1:1-200 
2:201-400                             2:201-400 
3:401-750                             3:401-750 
Over 750, add one fixture for each 
additional 500 persons. 

 
 
 
No requirements 

For the assembly occupancies listed below, use the number fixed seating or, where no fixed seating is provided, use 30 square feet (2.29 m2 ) per occupant for the minimum 
number of plumbing fixtures. 
Worship places, Principal assembly area 
Worship places, Educational and activity 
unit 

 
1:150                                             1:75 
 
1:125                                             1:75 

 
1:2 water closets 
 
1:2 water closets 

 
 
 
No requirements 

For the occupancies listed below, use 200 square feet (2.29 m2 ) per occupant for the minimum number of plumbing fixtures. 
Group B 

Offices or public buildings 
 
1:1-15                                         1:1-15 
2:16-35                                     2:16-35 
3:36-55                                     3:36-55 
Over 55, add one for each 50 persons. 

 
1:2 water closets 

 
 
 
No requirements 

(Continued)
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TYPE OF BUILDING OR 
OCCUPANCY4

WATER CLOSETS5 

(fixtures per person) 
MALE                                         FEMALE 

LAVATORIES6 

(fixtures per person) 
MALE                                         FEMALE 

BATHTUB OR SHOWER 
(fixtures per person) 

For the occupancies listed below, use 50 square feet (4.65 m2 ) per occupant for the minimum number of plumbing fixtures. 
Group E 
Schools – for staff use 
All schools 
 
 
 
Schools – for student use 
Day care 
 
 
 
Elementary 
Secondary 
 

1:1-15                                        1:1-15 
2:16-35                                    2:16-35 
3:36-55                                    3:36-55 
Over 55, add one fixture for each 
additional 40 persons. 
 
1:1-20                                        1:1-20 
2:21-50                                     2:21-50 
Over 50, add one fixture for each 
additional 50 persons. 
 
1:30                                               1:30 
1:40                                               1:40 

1:40                                               1:40 
 
 
 
 
 
1:1-25                                         1:1-25 
2:26-50                                     2:26-50 
Over 50, add one fixture for each 
additional 50 persons 
 
1:35                                               1:35 
1:40                                               1:40 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
No requirements 

For the occupancies listed below, use 50 square feet (4.65 m2 ) per occupant for the minimum number of plumbing fixtures. 
Educational Facilities other than 
Group E (colleges, universities, 
adult centers, etc.) 

 
 
1:40                                               1:30 

 
 
1:40                                               1:40 

 
No requirements 

For the occupancies listed below, use 2,000 square feet (185 m2 ) per occupant for the minimum number of plumbing fixtures 
GroupF 
Workshops, foundries and similar 
establishments, and Group H 
Occupancies 

1:1-10                                        1:1-10 
2:11-25                                    2:11-25 
3:26-50                                    3:26-50 
4:51-75                                    4:51-75 
5:76-100                                5:76-100 
Over 100, add one fixture for each 
additional 300 persons 

1:2 water closets 1 shower for each 15 persons w/ 
possibility of being exposed to excessive 
heat or to skin contamination with 
irritating materials 

For the occupancies listed below, use the designated application and 200 square feet (18.58 m2 ) per occupant of the general use area for the minimum number of plumbing 
fixtures. 
Group I 
Hospital waiting rooms 
Hospital general use areas 
 
 

 
1:room (usable by either sex) 
1:1-15                                        1:1-15 
2:16-35                                    2:16-35 
3:36-55                                   3:36-55 
Over 55, add one fixture for each 
additional 40 persons 

 
1 per room 
1:2 water closets 

 
 
 
No requirements 
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TYPE OF BUILDING OR 

OCCUPANCY4
WATER CLOSETS5 

(fixtures per person) 
MALE                                     FEMALE 

LAVATORIES6 

(fixtures per person) 
MALE                                     FEMALE 

BATHTUB OR SHOWER 
(fixtures per person) 

Hospitals 
Patient room 
Ward Room 

 
1: Per room 
1: eight patients 

 
1: Per room 
1: 10 patients 

 
1: Per room 
1: 20 patients 

Jails and reformatories 
   Cell 
   Exercise room 

 
1 per cell 
1 per exercise room 

 
1 per cell 
1 per exercise room 

 
No requirements 

Other institutions (on each occupied 
floor) 

 
1:25                                               1:25 

 
1:10                                               1:10 

 
1:8 

For the occupancies listed below, use 200 square feet (18.58 m2 ) per occupant for the minimum number of plumbing fixtures. 
Group M 
Retail or wholesale stores 

 
1:1-50                                        1:1-50 
2:51-100                                2:51-100 
3:101-400                            3:101-200 

4:201-300 
5:301-400 

Over 400, add one fixture for each 
additional 500 males and one for each 150 
females. 

 
1: 2 water closets 

 
 
 
 
 
No requirements 

For Group R Occupancies, dwelling units and hotel guest rooms, use the chart.  For congregate residences, use 200 square feet (18.58 m2 ) for Group R, Division 1 Occupancies 
and 300 square feet (27087 m2  )  
Group R 
Dwelling units 
Hotel guest rooms 

 
1: dwelling unit 
1: guest room 

 
1: dwelling unit 
1: guest room 

 
1: dwelling unit 
1: guest room 

Congregate residences 1:10                                                 1:8 
Add one fixture for each additional 25 
males and one fore each additional 20 
females. 

1:12                                               1:12 
Over 12, add one fixture for each 
additional 20 males and one for each 
additional 15 females 

1:8 
For females, add one bathtub per 30. Over 
150, add one per 20. 
 

For the occupancies listed below, use 5,000 square feet (464.5 m2 ) per occupant for the minimum number of plumbing fixtures. 
Group S 
Warehouses 

1:1-10                                        1:1-10 
2:11-25                                    2:11-25 
3:26-50                                    3:26-50 
4:51-75                                    4:51-75 
5:76-100                                5:76-100 
Over 100, add one for each 300 males and 
females 

1: 40 occupants of each sex 1 shower for each 15 persons w/ 
possibility of being exposed to excessive 
heat or to skin contamination with 
poisonous, infectious or irritating 
materials 

   
1 The figures shown are based on one fixture being the minimum required for the number of persons indicated or any fraction thereof. 
2 Drinking fountains shall not be installed in toilet rooms. 
3 When the design occupant load is less than 16 persons, a facility usable by either sex may be approved by the Building Official. 
4 Any category not mentioned specifically or about which there are any questions shall be classified by the Building Official and included in the category which it most nearly 
resembles, based on the expected use of the plumbing facilities. 
5 Where urinals are provided, one water closet less than the number specified may be provided for each urinal installed, except the number of water closets in such cases shall be 
reduced to less than one half of the minimum specified. 
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6 Twenty-four inches (610 mm) of wash sink or 18 inches (457 mm) of a circular basis, when provided with water outlets for each space, shall be considered equivalent to one 
lavatory. 
7  Except for dining establishments, all other occupancies with an occupant load over 30 shall have one drinking fountain for each 150 total occupants. 
 

 
 
 
 

TABLE 2902.2  MINIMUM PLUMBING FACILITIES FOR FACILITIES WHERE THE PUBLIC CONGREGATES 1, 2,  

 
TYPE OF BUILDING OR 

OCCUPANCY 
 

WATER CLOSETS 
(fixtures per person) 

MALE                                         FEMALE 

LAVATORIES 
(fixtures per person) 

MALE                                 FEMALE 

URINALS 
(fixtures per person) 

For the assembly occupancies listed below, use the number of fixed seating or, where no fixed seating is provided, use 15 square feet (1.39 m2 ) per occupant for the minimum 
number of plumbing fixtures. 
Facilities Where the Public Congregates 
Sports and entertainment arenas 
Stadiums 
Community and convention halls 
Specialty event centers 
Amusement facilities 
 

 
1:1-100                                         3:1-50 
2:101-200                                 4:51-100 
3:201-400                               8:101-200 

11:201-400 
Over 400, add 1 fixture for each additional 
500 males; over 400 add 2 fixtures for each 
300 females 

 

 
1:1-200                                  1:1-200 
2:201-400                          2:201-400 
3:401-750                          3:401-750 
 
Over 750, add one fixture for each 
additional 500 persons. 

 
1:1-100 
2:101-200 
3:201-400 
4:401-600 
 
Over 600, add 1 fixture for each 
additional 500 males 

 
1 The figures shown are based on one fixture being the minimum required for the number of persons indicated or any fraction thereof. 
2 Drinking fountains shall not be installed in toilet rooms. 
3 Any category not mentioned specifically or about which there are any questions shall be classified by the Building Official and included in the category which it most nearly 
resembles, based on the expected use of the plumbing facilities. 
4 Twenty-four inches (610 mm) of wash sink or 18 inches (457 mm) of a circular basis, when provided with water outlets for each space, shall be considered equivalent to one 
lavatory. 
5  Except for dining establishments, all other occupancies with an occupant load over 30 shall have one drinking fountain for each 150 total occupants. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

(71) The amendment of Section 3109.1, entitled General, 
to read as follows: 

 
 The provisions of this section shall apply to the 

design and construction of barriers for all 
swimming pools. 

 
 EXCEPTION:  The following uses are regulated by 

State statute and are not subject to this section: 
 

1. Group R-2 apartments. 
 

2. A pool owned, controlled, or maintained by the 
owner of a multi-unit rental complex or by 
property owners association. 

 
 (72) The amendment of Section 3109.2 entitled 

Definitions, to read as follows: 
 
  3109.2  Definition.  The following words and terms 

shall, for the purposes of this section and as 
used elsewhere in this code, have the meaning 
shown herein. 

 
  MULTI-UNIT RENTAL COMPLEX is two or more dwelling 

units in one or more buildings that are under 
common ownership, managed by the same owner, 
managing agent, or management company, and located 
on the same lot or tract of land or adjacent lots 
or tracts of land.  The term includes a 
condominium project.  The term does not include: 

 
  (A) A facility primarily renting rooms to 

overnight guests; or 
 
  (B) A single-family home or adjacent single-

family homes that are not part of a condominium 
project. 

 
  POOL DECK is a flat walking surface consisting of 

wood, stone, brick, concrete or other similar 
material located within five feet (5') of the 
waters edge of a swimming pool or spa.   

 
  PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION is an association of 

property owners for a residential subdivision, 
condominium, cooperative, townhouse project, or 
other project involving residential dwellings. 
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  SELF-CLOSING GATE is a gate, which closes or shuts 
automatically, without the aid of human, elec-
trical, solar or battery power after being opened. 

 
  SELF-CLOSING AND SELF-LATCHING DEVICE is a device 

that causes a gate to automatically close and 
latch without human, electrical, solar or battery 
power. 

 
  SWIMMING POOLS.  Any structure intended for 

swimming, recreational bathing or wading that 
contains water over 24 inches (610 mm) deep.  This 
includes in-ground, aboveground and on-ground 
pools; hot tubs; spas and fixed-in-place wading 
pools. 

 
 (73) The amendment of  Section 3109.4.1.3, entitled 

Closely Spaced Horizontal Members, by the addition 
of an exception to number 1 to read as follows: 

 
  EXCEPTION:  When horizontal members are part of a 

fence that is at least 6 feet (1830 mm) in height, 
the horizontal members need not be on the pool 
side of the barrier. 

 
 (74) The amendment of Section 3109.4.1.7, entitled  

Gates, by the addition of an exception to number 4 
to read as follows: 

 
  EXCEPTION:  Driveway access gates across a paved 

or improved surface intended for regular vehicle 
access shall not be located in a swimming pool 
barrier. 

 
 (75) The amendment of Section 3304.1, entitled  

Excavation and Fill, by the addition of the 
following five (5) paragraphs and one (1) 
"EXCEPTION" after the first paragraph: 

 
Should trench excavations exceed five feet (5') in 
depth, bid documents and construction contracts 
must include provisions for specifications for 
adequate safety systems that meet Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) standards.  
Further, these plans and specifications shall 
include a pay item for these safety systems, which 
is to be a part of the contract.  In addition, a 
safety program outline shall be provided to the 
property owner by the contractor and the contrac-
tor's safety record shall be reviewed as a 
condition of the contract award. 
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Prior to performing such excavations, the contrac-
tor must submit plans and specifications for 
trench shoring to the Building Official for 
review.  The plans shall be stamped, signed and 
dated by a registered professional engineer 
attesting that these plans meet OSHA requirements 
in accordance with state law. 

 
  The contract requirements of this Section shall 

not apply to contracts entered into with persons 
subject to the safety standards adopted under 
V.A.C.S., Article 6053-1, entitled Transportation 
of Gas and Gas Pipeline Facilities. 

 
Acceptable fill shall only be comprised of one or 
more of the following materials:  Dirt, concrete 
or asphalt.  No person shall cause, allow, suffer 
or permit fill containing any other material to be 
used for any building, structure, foundation or 
retaining structure. 

 
  No person shall cause, allow, suffer or permit 

fill to be placed or stored, upon any undeveloped 
lot not currently experiencing ongoing 
construction, in such a manner that said fill is 
not spread uniformly so that no area of fill 
differs in height by more than twenty-four inches 
(24") from any other area of fill on said lot.  
Provided, however, that upon written notice by the 
Building Official or a designated representative, 
the record property owner of any such lot shall be 
allowed forty-five (45) days to remove or spread 
said fill in order to comply with this provision.  
Notice shall be deemed sufficient for this purpose 
if mailed, by certified mail, return receipt 
requested, to the last-known address of the record 
property owner, or if personally delivered to said 
owner. 

 
EXCEPTION:  This provision shall not apply to fill 
located upon the premises of a business, which 
provides said fill to others for compensation.  A 
valid certificate of occupancy for such business 
shall be sufficient to establish the applicability 
of this exception. 

 
 
 Further, Article I, Section 1.04, Subsection (D), is 
hereby amended so that hereafter said subsection shall be 
and read as follows: 
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D. The amendment of the following I.R.C. provisions: 
 

(1) The amendment of Section R102.4, entitled 
Referenced codes and standards., to read as 
follows: 

 
R102.4 Referenced codes and standards.  The codes, 
when specifically adopted, and standards 
referenced in this code shall be considered part 
of the requirements of this code to the prescribed 
extent of each such reference.  Whenever 
amendments have been adopted to the referenced 
codes and standards, each reference to said code 
and standards shall be considered to reference the 
amendments as well.  Any reference made to NFPA 70 
or the ICC Electrical Code shall mean the 
Electrical Code as adopted. 

 
Where differences occur between provisions of this 
code and referenced codes and standards, the 
provisions of this code shall apply. 

 
EXCEPTION:  Where enforcement of a code provision 
would violate the conditions of the listing of the 
equipment or appliance, the conditions of the 
listing and manufacture's instructions shall 
apply.  

 
(2) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R202, entitled 

Definitions., to revise the definition of 
"Townhouse" to read as follows: 

 
TOWNHOUSE. A single-family dwelling unit 
constructed in a group of attached units separated 
by property lines in which each unit extends from 
foundation to roof and with open space on at least 
two sides. 

 
(3) The amendment of table R301.2(1), entitled 

Climatic and Geographic Design Criteria, fill in 
as follows: 

 
Wind Ground 

Snow 
Load 

 
Speede (mph) 

Seismic 
Design 

Categoryf,g

5 lb/ft2 90 (3-sec-gust)/75 fastest mile A 
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Subject to damage from 

 
Weatheringa

Frost 
line 
depthb

 
Termitec

 
Decayd

 
Winter 
Design 
Tempf

 
Flood 

Hazardsh

 
Moderate 

 
6" 

Very 
heavy 

Slight 
to 

moderate

 
22°F 

Local 
code 

 
(4) The amendment of I.R.C. Section 302, entitled 

Location on lot., by the addition of Section 
R302.4 entitled Fire sprinkler system., to read as 
follows: 

 
R302.4 Fire sprinkler system.  All R3 and U 
occupancies are required to have an approved fire 
sprinkler system. 
 
EXCEPTION: Buildings with an approved fire 
department access. 

 
(5) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R302.1, entitled 

Exterior walls., Exception, to read as follows: 
 

EXCEPTIONS: 
1. Tool and storage sheds, playhouses and 

similar structures exempted from permits by 
Section R105.2 are not required to provide 
wall protection based on location on the lot.  
Projections beyond the exterior wall shall 
not extend over the lot line. 

2. Open metal carport structures may be 
constructed within zero (0) feet of the 
property line without fire-resistive or 
opening projection when the location of such 
is approved as required by other City 
ordinances. 

 
(6) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R303.3, entitled 

Bathrooms., Exception, to read as follows: 
 

EXCEPTIONS: The glazed areas shall not be required 
where artificial light and a mechanical 
ventilation system, complying with one of the 
following, are provided: 
 
1. The minimum ventilation rates shall be 50 cfm 

(23.6 L/s) for intermittent ventilation or 20 
cfm (9.4 L/s) for continuous ventilation.  
Ventilation air from the space shall be 
exhausted directly to the outside. 
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 2. Bathrooms that contain only a water closet, 
lavatory or combination thereof may be 
ventilated with an approved mechanical 
recirculating fan or similar device designed 
to remove odors from the air. 

 
(7) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R303.6, entitled 

Required heating., to read as follows: 
 

R303.6 Required heating. Every dwelling unit 
shall be provided with heating facilities capable 
of maintaining a minimum room temperature of 68ºF 
(20ºC) at a point 3 feet (914 mm) above the floor 
and 2 feet (610 mm) from exterior walls in all 
habitable rooms at the design temperature. 

 
(8) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R314.8, entitled 

Under stair protection., to read as follows: 
 
R314.8 Under stair protection. Enclosed accessible 
space under stairs shall have walls, under stair 
surface and any soffits protected on the enclosed 
side with 5/8-inch (15.8 mm) fire-rated gypsum 
board or one-hour fire-resistive construction. 

 
(9) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R321.1, entitled 

Two-family dwellings., to add a second exception 
to read as follows: 

 
2. Two-family dwelling units that are also 

divided by a property line through the 
structure shall be separated as required for 
townhouses. 

 
(10) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R322.1, entitled 

Moisture control., to delete the exceptions and 
revise to read as follows: 

 
R322.1 Moisture control. In all framed walls, 
floors and roof/ceilings comprising elements of 
the building thermal envelope, a vapor retarder, 
when installed, shall be installed in a manner so 
as to not trap moisture. 

 
(11) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R327.1, entitled 

General., to read as follows: 
 

R327.1 General. All buildings and structures, when 
permitted to be erected in areas prone to flooding 
as identified in Table R301.2(1) and classified as 
either flood hazard areas (including A Zones) or 
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coastal high hazard areas (including V-Zones), 
shall be constructed and elevated as required by 
the provisions contained in this section or by 
other local provisions as applicable. 
 

(12) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R403.1.6, entitled 
Foundation anchorage., to revise the second 
sentence of the second paragraph to read as 
follows: 

 
There shall be a minimum of two bolts per piece 
with one bolt located not more than 12 inches (305 
mm) or less than seven bolt diameters from each 
end of the piece. 

 
(13) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R703.7.4.1, 

entitled Size and spacing., to add a second 
paragraph to read as follows: 

 
For 3¼ square feet (0.302 m2) of wall area, the 
following dimensions shall be adhered to: 
1. When ties are placed on studs 16" o.c., they 

shall be spaced no further apart than 29" 
vertically starting approximately 15" from the 
foundation. 

2. When ties are placed on studs 24" o.c., they 
shall be spaced no further apart than 19" 
vertically starting approximately 10" from the 
foundation. 

 
(14) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R703.7.4.2, 

entitled Air space., to add a second paragraph to 
read as follows: 

 
When using ties that will flex when pushed, spot 
bedding of cement mortar shall be installed on all 
ties. 
 

(15) The addition of I.R.C. Section R902.3, entitled 
Minimum roof class., to read as follows: 

 
R902.3 Minimum roof class. All roof coverings 
shall be a minimum Class C.  All individual 
replacement shingles or shakes shall be a minimum 
Class C. 

 
EXCEPTION: Non-classified roof coverings shall be 
permitted on buildings of U occupancies having not 
more than 120 sq. ft. of projected roof area.  
When exceeding 120 sq. ft. of projected roof area, 
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buildings of U occupancies may use non-rated non-
combustible coverings. 
 

(16) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R907.1, entitled 
General., to add a sentence to read as follows: 

 
All individual replacement shingles or shakes 
shall comply with Section R902.3. 

 
(17) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R1005.2, entitled 

Exterior air intake., to read as follows: 
 

R1005.2 Exterior air intake. The exterior air 
intake shall be capable of providing all 
combustion air from the exterior of the dwelling 
or from spaces within the dwelling ventilated with 
outside air such as attic spaces.  The exterior 
air intake shall not be located within the garage 
or basement of the dwelling nor shall the air 
intake be located at an elevation higher than the 
firebox.  The exterior air intake shall be covered 
with a corrosion-resistant screen of ¼-inch (6.4 
mm) mesh. 
 

(18) The amendment of I.R.C. Section N1101.2.1, 
entitled Residential buildings, type A-1., to 
read as follows: 

 
N1101.2.1 Residential Buildings, Type A-1. 
Compliance shall be demonstrated by one of the 
following: 
 
1. Meeting the requirements of this chapter for 

buildings with a glazing area that does not 
exceed 15 percent of the gross area of 
exterior walls;  

2. Meeting the requirements of this chapter for 
buildings with a glazing area that is greater 
than 15 percent but not exceeding 20 percent 
of the gross area of exterior walls and air 
conditioning equipment rated 12 SEER or 
higher;  

3. Meeting the requirements of this chapter for 
buildings with a glazing area that is greater 
than 20 percent but not exceeding 25 percent 
of the gross area of exterior walls and air 
conditioning equipment rated 14 SEER or 
higher; or 

4. Meeting the requirements of the International 
Energy Conservation Code for residential 
buildings, Type A-1. 
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(19) The addition of I.R.C. Section N1101.3.4, entitled 

Exterior basement or slab insulation., to read as 
follows: 

 
N1101.3.4 Exterior basement or slab insulation.  
When susceptibility to termite damage is 
classified as "very heavy" according to Table 
R301.2(1), designs employing basement or slab 
exterior insulation capable of harboring termites 
shall not be utilized. 
 

(20) The amendment of I.R.C. Section N1102.1, entitled 
Thermal performance criteria., to read as 
follows: 

 
N1102.1 Thermal performance criteria.  The minimum 
required insulation R-value or maximum required U-
factor for each element in the building thermal 
envelope (fenestration, roof/ceiling, opaque wall, 
floor, slab edge, crawl space wall and basement 
wall) shall be in accordance with the criteria in 
Table N1102.1. 
 
Residential building, Type A-1, with greater than 
25 percent glazing area; residential buildings, 
Type A-2, with greater than 25 percent glazing 
area; and any building in climates with HDD equal 
to or greater than 13,000; shall determine 
compliance using the building envelope 
requirements of the International Energy 
Conservation Code. 
 

(21) The amendment of I.R.C. Table N1102.1, entitled 
Simplified Prescriptive Building Envelope Thermal 
Component Criteria Minimum Required Thermal 
Performance (U-factor and R-value)., to read as 
follows: 

 
MINIMUM INSULATION R-VALUE [(hr*ft

2

*F)/Btu] MAXIMUM 
GLAZING 

U- 
FACTOR 

[Btu/(hr
*ft

2

*F)] 

Ceilings 
open to 
Attic 
Space 

Ceiling 
Joist/ 
Roof 
Rafter 
Assembly

 
Walls

 
Floors

 
Basement 
Walls 

 
Slab 

perimeter

 
Crawl 
space
walls

0.65 R-38 R-22 R-13 R-19 R-0 R-0 R-0 
 

Use of this table is limited to projects where the 
cathedral ceiling area is limited to one third or 
less of the total ceiling area. 
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(22) The amendment of I.R.C. Section N1102.2, entitled 
Maximum solar heat gain coefficient for 
fenestration products., to read as follows: 

 
N1102.2 Maximum solar heat gain coefficient for 
fenestration products.  The area-weighted-average 
solar heat gain coefficient (SHGC) for glazed 
fenestration installed in climate zones with less 
than 3,500 HDD shall not exceed 0.40. 
 

(23) The addition of I.R.C. Section M1304.2, entitled 
Minimum burial depth., to read as follows: 

 
M1304.2 Minimum burial depth. Underground fuel 
piping systems shall be installed a minimum depth 
of 18 inches (458 mm) below grade. 
 

(24) The amendment of I.R.C. Section M1305.1.3, 
entitled Appliances in attics., to read as 
follows: 

 
M1305.1.3 Appliances in attics.  Attics containing 
appliances requiring access shall be provided with 
an opening and a clear and unobstructed passageway 
large enough to allow removal of the largest 
appliance, but not less than 30 inches (762 mm) 
high and 22 inches (559 mm) wide and not more than 
20 feet (6096 mm) in length when measured along 
the centerline of the passageway from the opening 
to the appliance.  The passageway shall have 
continuous solid flooring not less than 24 inches 
(610 mm) wide.  A level service space at least 30 
inches (762 mm) deep and 30 inches (762 mm) wide 
shall be present along all sides of the appliance 
where access is required.  The clear access 
opening dimensions shall be a minimum of 20 inches 
by 30 inches (508 mm by 762 mm), or larger where 
such dimensions are not large enough to allow 
removal of the largest appliance.  As a minimum, 
access to the attic space shall be provided by one 
of the following: 
 

1. A permanent stair. 
2. A pull down stair. 
3. An access door from an upper floor 

level. 
 
EXCEPTION: The passageway and level service space 
are not required where the appliance is capable of 
being serviced and removed through the required 
opening. 
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(25) The addition of I.R.C. Section M1305.1.5, entitled 

Water heaters above ground or floor., and Section 
M1305.1.5.1 to read as follows: 

 
M1305.1.5 Water heaters above ground or floor.  
When the mezzanine or platform in which a water 
heater is installed is more than eight (8) feet 
(2438 mm) above the ground or floor level, it 
shall be made accessible by a stairway or 
permanent ladder fastened to the building. 
 
M1305.1.5.1. Whenever the mezzanine or platform is 
not adequately lighted or access to a receptacle 
outlet is not obtainable from the main level, 
lighting and a receptacle outlet shall be provided 
in accordance with Section M1305.1.3.1. 
 

(26) The amendment of I.R.C. Section M1305.1.3.1, 
entitled Electrical requirements., to add a 
sentence to read as follows: 

 
Low voltage wiring of 50 Volts or less shall be 
installed in a manner to prevent physical damage. 
 

(27) The amendment of I.R.C. Section M1305.1.4.1, 
entitled Ground clearance., to read as follows: 

 
M1305.1.4.1 Ground clearance. Appliances supported 
from the ground shall be level and firmly 
supported on a concrete slab or other approved 
material extending above the adjoining grade a 
minimum of 3 inches (76 mm).  Appliances suspended 
from the floor shall have a clearance of not less 
than 6 inches (152 mm) above the ground. 
 

(28) The amendment of I.R.C. Section M1305.1.4.3, 
entitled Electrical requirements., to add a 
sentence to read as follows: 

 
Low voltage wiring of 50 Volts or less shall be 
installed in a manner to prevent physical damage. 
 

(29) The amendment of I.R.C. Section M1307.3.1, 
entitled Protection from impact., by deleting it 
in its entirety. 

 
(30) The amendment of I.R.C. Section M1411.3 entitled 

Condensate disposal., to read as follows: 
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M1411.3 Condensate disposal.  Condensate from all 
cooling coils and evaporators shall be conveyed 
from the drain pan outlet to a permanently wet p-
trap.  Condensate shall not discharge in a 
publicly exposed area such as into a street, 
alley, sidewalk or other areas so as to cause a 
nuisance. 
 
 Exceptions: 
 

1. Condensate may discharge directly to a 
roof drain that connects to an 
underground storm sewer system, 

2. Condensate may discharge directly onto 
roofs covered with membrane type roof 
coverings where the condensate will drain 
to a roof drain that connects to an 
underground storm sewer system, 

3. Condensate may discharge to a landscaped 
area containing flowers and other bedding 
plants other than turf.  There must be 
five square feet of landscaped area for 
each ton of refrigeration, or 

4. Condensate may discharge to a French 
drain consisting of a pit excavated below 
grade that is not less than 24 inches 
(610 mm) in any dimension.  The pit shall 
be filled with coarse gravel and the 
drainpipe shall extend into the pit and 
be securely anchored.  A single drain 
shall not receive the condensate 
discharge of more than 10 tons nominal of 
combined cooling capacity.  The pit shall 
be covered with sod after inspection.  
The French drain shall not be located so 
that it will receive direct discharge 
from a roof or downspout. 

 
(31) The amendment of I.R.C Section 1411.4 entitled  

Insulation of refrigerant piping., to read as 
follows: 
 
M1411.4 Insulation of refrigerant piping.  
Insulation of refrigerant piping shall be in 
accordance with Chapter 11 of this code. 
 

(32) The amendment of I.R.C. Section M1501.2, entitled 
Exhaust duct size., to read as follows: 

 
M1501.2 Exhaust duct size.  The minimum diameter 
of the exhaust duct shall be as recommended by the 
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manufacturer, shall be at least the diameter of 
the appliance outlet and shall be a minimum 
nominal size of 4 inches (102 mm) diameter.  The 
size of duct shall not be reduced along its 
developed length nor at the point of termination. 
 

(33) The amendment of I.R.C. Section M1501.3, entitled 
Length limitation., to read as follows: 

 
M1501.3 Length limitation.  The maximum length of 
a clothes dryer exhaust duct shall not exceed 25 
feet (7620 mm) from the dryer location to the wall 
or roof termination with not more than two bends.  
When extra bends are installed, the maximum length 
of the duct shall be reduced 2.5 feet (762 mm) for 
each 45-degree (0.79 rad) bend and 5 feet (1524 
mm) for each 90-degree (1.6 rad) bend that occur 
after the first tow bends, measuring in the 
direction of airflow.  The maximum length of the 
exhaust duct does not include the transition duct. 
 
EXCEPTION: Where the make and model of the clothes 
dryer to be installed is known and the 
manufacturer's installation instructions for such 
dryer are provided to the building official, the 
maximum length of the exhaust duct, including any 
transition duct, shall be permitted to be in 
accordance with the dryer manufacturer's 
installation requirements. 
 

(34) The amendment of I.R.C. Section M1601.3.4, 
entitled Duct insulation., item #1, to read as 
follows: 

 
1. Duct insulation shall conform to the 

requirements of Table M1601.3.4 and Section 
N1101.2.  Should there be any conflicts 
between this section and the energy 
efficiency provisions, the energy efficiency 
provisions shall take precedence. 

 
A vapor retarder in accordance with Table 
M1601.3.4, or aluminum foil having a minimum 
thickness of 2 mils (0.051 mm), shall be 
installed on the exterior of insulation on 
cooling supply ducts that pass through 
nonconditioned spaces conducive to 
condensation. 
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Insulations having a permeance of 0.05 perms 
[2.87 ng/(Pa·s·m2)] or less shall not be 
required to be covered. 
 
(Items 2 and 3 to remain unchanged.) 

 
(35) The addition of I.R.C. Table M1601.3.4, entitled 

Insulation of Ducts., to read as follows: 
 

Table M1601.3.4 - Insulation of Ducts 
 

 
 

Duct Location 

 
Insulation 

Types 
Mechanically 

Cooled 

 
 

Heating 
Zone 1

 
Insulation 

Types 
Heating 
Only 

 
 
On roof on exterior of 
building 

 
 
C, V2 and W 

 
I 
II 
III 

 
A and W 
B and W 
C and W 

 
 
Attics, garages and 
crawl spaces 

 
 

A and V2

 
I 
II 
III 

 
A 
A 
B 

 
 
In walls3, within 
floor-ceiling spaces3

 
 

A and V2

 
I 
II 
III 

 
A 
A 
B 

 
Within the conditioned 
space or in basements; 
return ducts in air 
plenums 

 
None 

required 

 
 

 
None 

required 

 
Cement slab or within 
ground 

 
None 

required 

 
 

 
None 

required 
 

Note: Where ducts are used for both heating and 
cooling, the minimum insulation shall be as required 
for the most restrictive condition. 
1 Heating Degree Days: 
 Zone I below 4,500 D.D. 
 Zone II 4,501 to 8,000 D.D. 
 Zone III over 8,000 D.D. 
2 Vapor retarders shall be installed on supply ducts in 

spaces vented to the outside in geographic areas 
where the summer dew point temperature based on the 
2 ½ percent column of dry-bulb and mean coincident 
wet-bulb temperature exceeds 600 F. (15.40 C). 
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3 Insulation may be omitted on that portion of a duct 
which is located within a wall- or a floor-ceiling 
space where: 

 3.1 Both sides of the space are exposed to conditioned 
air. 

 3.2 The space is not ventilated. 
 3.3 The space is not used as a return plenum. 
 3.4 The space is not exposed to unconditioned air. 
Ceilings which form plenums need not be insulated. 
INSULATION TYPES4 : 
A -- A material with an installed conductance of 0.48 

[2.72 W/(m*K)] or the equivalent thermal resistance 
of 2.1 [0.367 (m*K)/W]. 
Example of materials capable of meeting the above 
requirements: 
1-inch (25 mm), 0.60 lb./cu.ft. (9.6 kg/m3) mineral 

fiber, rock, slag or glass blankets. 
½-inch (13 mm), 1.5 to 3 lb./cu.ft. (24 to 48 kg/m3) 

mineral fiber blanket duct liner. 
½-inch (13 mm), 3 to 10 lb./cu.ft. (48 to 160 kg/m3) 

mineral fiber board. 
B -- A material with an installed conductance of 0.24 

[1.36 W/(m*K)] or the equivalent thermal resistance 
of 4.2 [0.735 (m*K)/W]. 
Example of materials capable of meeting the above 
requirements:  
2-inch (51 mm), 0.60 lb./cu.ft. (9.6 kg/m3) mineral 

fiber blankets.  
1-inch (25 mm), 1.5 to 3 lb./cu.ft. (24 to 48 kg/m3) 

mineral fiber blanket duct liner.  
1-inch (25 mm), 3 to 10 lb./cu.ft. (48 to 160 kg/m3) 

mineral fiber board.  
C -- A material with an installed conductance of 0.16 

[0.9 W/(m*K)] or the equivalent thermal resistance 
of 6.3 [1.1 (m*K)/W]. 
Example of materials capable of meeting the above 
requirements:  
3-inch (76 mm), 0.60 lb./cu.ft. (9.6 kg/m3) mineral 

fiber blankets.  
1 ½-inch (38 mm), 1.5 to 3 lb./cu.ft. (24 to 48 

kg/m3) mineral fiber blanket duct liner.  
1 ½-inch (38 mm), 3 to 10 lb./cu.ft. (48 to 160 

kg/m3) mineral fiber board.  
V -- Vapor Retarders: Material with a perm rating not 

exceeding 0.05 perm [29 ng/Pa*s*m2].  All joints to 
be sealed. 

W -- Approved weatherproof barrier. 
4 The example of materials listed under each type is 

not meant to limit other available thickness and 
density combinations with the equivalent installed 
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conductance or resistance based on the insulation 
only. 

 
(36) The amendment of I.R.C. Section M2005.2, entitled 

Prohibited locations., to read as follows: 
 

M2005.2 Prohibited locations. Fuel-fired water 
heaters shall not be installed in a room used as a 
storage closet.  Water heaters located in a 
bedroom or bathroom shall be installed in a sealed 
enclosure so that combustion air will not be taken 
from the living space.  Access to such enclosure 
may be from the bedroom or bathroom when through a 
solid door, weather-stripped in accordance with 
the exterior door air leakage requirements of the 
International Energy Conservation Code and 
equipped with an approved self-closing device. 
Direct-vent water heaters are not required to be 
installed within an enclosure. 
 

(37) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2403 (202), 
entitled General Definitions., to revise the 
definition of "Unvented Room Heater" to add a 
sentence to read as follows: 

 
For the purpose of installation, this definition 
shall also include "Unvented Decorative 
Appliances." 
 

(38) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2407.15 (304.15), 
entitled Combustion air ducts., exception to item 
#1 to read as follows: 

 
EXCEPTION: Unobstructed stud and joist spaces 
within dwelling units shall not be prohibited from 
conveying combustion air, provided that not more 
than one required fireblock is removed. 
 

(39) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2408.3 (305.4), 
entitled Private garages., by deleting it in its 
entirety. 

 
(40) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2411.5 (401.5), 

entitled Identification., to add a second 
paragraph to read as follows: 

 
Both ends of each section of medium pressure 
corrugated stainless steel tubing (CSST) shall 
identify its operating gas pressure with an 
approved tag.  The tags are to be composed of 
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aluminum or stainless steel and the following 
wording shall be stamped into the tag: 
 

"WARNING 
½ to 5 psi gas pressure 
Do Not Remove" 
 

(41) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2412.3 (402.3), 
entitled Sizing., to add an exception to read as 
follows: 

 
EXCEPTION: Corrugated stainless steel tubing 
(CSST) shall be a minimum of ½". 
 

(42) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2414.6 (404.6), 
entitled Piping in solid floors., to read as 
follows: 

 
G2414.6 (404.6) Piping in solid floors. Piping in 
solid floor shall be laid in channels in the floor 
and covered in a manner that will allow access to 
the piping with a minimum amount of damage to the 
building. Where such piping is subject to exposure 
to excessive moisture or corrosive substances, the 
piping shall be protected in an approved manner.  
As an alternative to installation in channels, the 
piping shall be installed in accordance with 
Section G2414.11 (404.11). 
 

(43) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2414.9 (404.9), 
entitled Minimum burial depth., to read as 
follows: 

 
G2414.9 (404.9) Minimum burial depth. Underground 
piping systems shall be installed a minimum depth 
of 18 inches (458 mm) below grade. 
 

(44) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2414.9.1 
(404.9.1), entitled Individual outside 
appliances., by deleting it in its entirety. 

 
(45) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2416.4 (406.4), 

entitled Test pressure measurements., to add a 
sentence to read as follows: 

 
The equipment used shall be of an appropriate 
scale such that pressure loss can be easily 
determined. 
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(46) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2416.4.1 
(406.4.1), entitled Test pressure., to read as 
follows: 

 
G2416.4.1 (406.4.1) Test pressure. The test 
pressure to be used shall be not less than 10 psig 
(68.9 kPa gauge), or at the discretion of the Code 
Official, the piping and valves may be tested at a 
pressure of at least six (6) inches (152 mm) of 
mercury, measured with a manometer or slope gauge.  
For welded piping, and for piping carrying gas at 
pressures in excess of fourteen (14) inches water 
column pressure (3.48 kPa), the test pressure 
shall not be less than sixty (60) pounds per 
square inch (413.4 kPa). 
 

(47) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2416.4.2 
(406.4.2), entitled Test duration., to read as 
follows: 

 
G2416.4.2 (406.4.2) Test duration. Test duration 
shall be held for a length of time satisfactory to 
the Code Official, but in no case for less than 
fifteen (15) minutes.  For welded piping, and for 
piping carrying gas at pressures in excess of 
fourteen (14) inches water column pressure (3.48 
kPa), the test duration shall be held for a length 
of time satisfactory to the Code Official, but in 
no case for less than thirty (30) minutes. 
 

(48) The addition of I.R.C. Section G2419.1.4, entitled 
Valves in CSST installations., to read as follows: 

 
G2419.1.4 Valves in CSST installations.  Shutoff 
valves installed with corrugated stainless steel 
(CSST) piping systems shall be supported with an 
approved termination fitting, or equivalent 
support, suitable for the size of the valves, of 
adequate strength and quality, and located at 
intervals so as to prevent or damp out excessive 
vibration but in no case greater than 12-inches 
from the center of the valve.  Supports shall be 
installed so as not to interfere with the free 
expansion and contraction of the system's piping, 
fittings, and valves between anchors.  All valves 
and supports shall be designed and installed so 
they will not be disengaged by movement of the 
supporting piping. 
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(49) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2420.1 (410.1), 
entitled Pressure regulators., to add a second 
paragraph and an exception to read as follows: 

 
Access to regulators shall comply with the 
requirements for access to appliances as specified 
in Section M1305. 
 
EXCEPTION: A passageway or level service space is 
not required when the regulator is capable of 
being serviced and removed through the required 
attic opening. 
 

(50) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2437.5 (613.6), 
entitled Clothes dryer ducts., to add a sentence 
to read as follows: 

 
The size of duct shall not be reduced along its 
developed length nor at the point of termination. 
 

(51) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2437.5.1 
(613.6.1), entitled Maximum length., to read as 
follows: 

 
G2437.5.1 (613.6.1) Maximum length. The maximum 
length of a clothes dryer exhaust duct shall not 
exceed 25 feet (7620 mm) from the dryer location 
to the outlet terminal with not more than two 
bends.  When extra bends are installed, the 
maximum length of the duct shall be reduced 2 ½ 
feet (762 mm) for each 45-degree (0.79 rad) bend 
and 5 feet (1524 mm) for each 90-degree (1.6 rad) 
bend that occur after the first two bends, 
measuring in the direction of airflow. 
 
(Exception remains unchanged.) 
 

(52) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2443.2 (620.2), 
entitled Prohibited use., to read as follows: 

 
G2443.2 (620.2) Prohibited use. One or more 
unvented room heaters shall not be used as the 
sole source of comfort heating in a dwelling unit. 
 
EXCEPTION: Existing approved unvented heaters may 
continue to be used in dwelling units, in 
accordance with the code provisions in effect when 
installed, when approved by the Code Official 
unless an unsafe condition is determined to exist 
as described in International Fuel Gas Code 
Section 108.7. 
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(53) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2446.1.1 

(623.1.1), entitled Installation requirements., to 
read as follows: 

 
G2446.1.1 (623.1.1) Installation requirements.  
The requirements for water heaters relative to 
access, sizing, relief valves, drain pans and 
scald protection shall be in accordance with this 
code. 
 

(54) The amendment of I.R.C. Section P2503.5.1, 
entitled Rough plumbing., to add a second 
paragraph to item #1 to read as follows: 

 
Shower receptors shall be tested for water 
tightness by filling with water to the level of 
the rough threshold.  The drain shall be plugged 
in a manner so that both sides of pans shall be 
subjected to the test at the point where it is 
clamped to the drain. 
 

(55) The amendment of I.R.C. Section P2503.7.2, 
entitled Testing., to read as follows: 

 
P2503.7.2 Testing. Reduced pressure principle 
backflow preventers, double check valve 
assemblies, double-detector check valve assemblies 
and pressure vacuum breaker assembles shall be 
tested at the time of installation, immediately 
after repairs or relocation at regular intervals 
as required by applicable state or local 
provisions. 
 

(56) The addition of I.R.C. Section P2603.6.1, entitled 
Sewer depth., to read as follows: 

 
P2603.6.1 Sewer depth. Building sewers shall be a 
minimum of 12 inches (304 mm) below grade. 
 

(57) The amendment of I.R.C. Section P2708.1, entitled 
General., to read as follows: 

 
P2708.1 General. Shower compartments shall have at 
least 900 square inches (0.581 m2) of floor area 
and be of sufficient size to inscribe a circle 
with a diameter not less than 30 inches (762 mm). 
Hinged shower doors shall open outward.  The wall 
area above built-in tubs having installed shower 
heads and in-shower compartments shall be 
constructed as per Section R307.2.  Such walls 
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shall form a water-tight joint with each other and 
with either the tub, receptor or shower floor.  
Thresholds shall be of sufficient width to 
accommodate a minimum twenty-two (22) inch (559 
mm) door. 
 
(Exception to remain unchanged.) 
 

(58) The amendment of I.R.C. Section P2709.1, entitled 
Construction., to add an exception to read as 
follows: 

 
EXCEPTION: Showers designed to comply with 
ICC/ANSI A117.1. 

 
(59) The amendment of I.R.C. Section P2710.1, entitled 

Finished., to read as follows: 
 

P2710.1 Finished. Shower walls shall be finished 
in accordance with Section R307.2. 
 

(60) The amendment of I.R.C. Section P2803.6.1, 
entitled Requirements for discharge., to read as 
follows: 

 
P2803.6.1 Requirements for discharge.  The outlet 
of a pressure relief valve, temperature relief 
valve or combination thereof, shall not be 
directly connected to the drainage system.  The 
discharge from the relief valve shall be piped 
full size separately to the outside of the 
building or to an indirect waste receptor located 
inside the building. 
 
In areas subject to freezing, the relief valve 
shall discharge through an air gap into an 
indirect waste receptor located within a heated 
space, or by other approved means.  The discharge 
pipe shall not discharge into the pan required in 
Section P2801.5. 
 
The discharge shall be installed in a manner that 
does not cause personal injury or property damage 
and that is readily observable by the building 
occupants.  The discharge from a relief valve 
shall be trapped.  The diameter of the discharge 
piping shall not be less than the diameter of the 
relief valve outlet. 
 
The discharge pipe shall be installed so as to 
drain by gravity flow and shall terminate 
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atmospherically.  When discharging outside the 
building, the point of discharge shall be with the 
end of the pipe not more than two (2) feet (610 
mm) nor less than six (6) inches (152 mm) above 
the ground or the floor level of the area 
receiving the discharge and pointing downward. 
 
The end of the discharge pipe shall not be 
threaded. 

 
(61) The amendment of I.R.C. Table P2904.4.1, entitled 

Water Service Supply and Distribution Piping., by 
deleting all references (row items 10, 12, and 13) 
to Polybutylene (PB) plastic pipe and tubing. 

 
(62) The amendment of I.R.C. Section P2904.5, entitled 

Water distribution pipe., 2904.5.1, entitled Under 
concrete slabs., and 2904.12, entitled Underground 
joints., by deleting reference to "PB" plastic 
pipe. 

 
(63) The amendment of I.R.C. Section P3005.2.6, 

entitled Base of Stacks., to read as follows: 
 

P3005.2.6 Upper terminal. Each horizontal drain 
shall be provided with a cleanout at its upper 
terminal. 
 
EXCEPTION: Cleanouts may be omitted on a 
horizontal drain less than five (5) feet (1524 mm) 
in length unless such line is serving sinks or 
urinals. 
 

(64) The amendment of I.R.C. Section P3103.1, entitled 
Roof extension., to read as follows: 

 
P3103.1 Roof extension. All open vent pipes which 
extend through a roof shall be terminated at least 
six (6) inches (152 mm) above the roof except that 
where a roof is to be used for any purpose other 
than weather protection, the vent extensions shall 
be run at least seven (7) feet (2134 mm) above the 
roof. 
 

(65) The amendment of I.R.C Section P3105.2, entitled 
Fixture drains., to read as follows: 
 
P3105.2 Fixture drains.  The total fall in a 
fixture drain due to pipe slope shall not exceed 
one pipe diameter, nor shall the vent pipe 
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connection to a fixture drain, except for water 
closets, be below the weir of the trap. 

 
(66) The amendment of P3105.3, entitled Vertical leg 

for waste fixture drains., and Figure P3105.3, 
entitled Vertical leg fixture drain schematic., by 
deleting them in their entirety. 

 
(67) The amendment of I.R.C. Section P3111.1, entitled 

Type of fixture., to read as follows: 
 

P3111.1 Type of fixture.  A combination waste and 
vent system shall not serve fixtures other than 
floor drains, standpipes, indirect waste 
receptors.  Combination drain and vent systems 
shall not receive the discharge of a food waste 
grinder. 
 

(68) The amendment of I.R.C. Section P3111.2, entitled 
Installation., to read as follows: 

 
P3111.2 Installation. The only vertical pipe of a 
combination drain and vent system shall be the 
connection between the fixture drain of a 
standpipe, and the horizontal combination waste 
and vent pipe.  The maximum vertical distance 
shall be eight (8) feet (2438 mm). 

 
(69) The amendment of I.R.C. Appendix G, Section 

AG105.2, entitled Outdoor Swimming Pool., by the 
addition of 8.3 to read as follows:  

 
8.3  Driveway access gates across a paved or 
improved surface intended for regular vehicle 
access shall not be located in a swimming pool 
barrier. 

 
 
 Further, Article I, Section 1.04, Subsection (E)(5), is 
hereby amended so that Subsection (5) shall be and read as 
follows: 
 

(5) The amendment of I.E.C.C. Section 502.1.1, 
entitled Moisture control., by revising Exception 
2 to read as follows: 

 
2. Buildings located in Climate Zones 5 through 6 
as indicated in Table 302.1. 

 
 

(52) 



 

 Further, Article I, Section 1.06, Subsection (B), is 
hereby amended so that Subsection (B) shall be and read as 
follows: 
 
B. In cases where improvements other than those listed in 

Subsection (A) above are proposed in public easements, 
application shall be made to the Building Official for 
the execution of an Easement Use Agreement.  If, in the 
determination of the Building Official after conferring 
with the other appropriate departments of the City of 
Arlington, such Easement Use Agreement cannot be 
executed, the Building Official will refer the request 
to the Building Code Board of Appeals for final 
determination upon receipt of an appeal from the  
applicant. 

 
 
 Further, Article I, Section 1.06, Subsection (C), is 
hereby amended so that said Subsection shall be and read as 
follows: 
 
C. The City of Arlington shall not be liable for damages 

or losses of any kind whatsoever by reason of injury to 
property or person occasioned by the use of any 
easement.  The City shall have no obligations in 
regards to the maintenance of any improvements within 
such easement or rights-of-way.  The City shall be 
defended at the cost and expense of the person placing 
improvements in any easements or rights-of-way from all 
claims and demands.  The use of any easement in rights-
of-way shall be discontinued and improvements removed 
within 30 days of notification by the City and the cost 
of the discontinuation and removal of improvements 
shall be borne by the owner of the improvement.  The 
Building Official may terminate and/or modify an 
Easement Use Agreement after review and concurrence of 
valid and justifiable reasons and/or conditions. 

 
 
 Further, Article IV, Registration, Permits and 
Inspections, Section 4.01, Subsection (I), is hereby amended 
so that hereafter said subsection shall be and read as 
follows: 
 
I. Exemption for Owner.  Except for permits required by 

Article VIII below, no such registration procedure 
shall be required for work to be performed on an 
existing structure when the person performing the work 
is the owner of the structure who resides therein as 
his homestead, and is not assisted by any other person 
for remuneration.  The homeowner shall be automatically 
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termed a Registrant for the purposes of such a project 
without registration.  Notwithstanding such relief from 
registration, all requirements for permits for the work 
and all other applicable provisions of this Building 
Code shall remain in force. 

 
 
 Further, Article IV, Section 4.05, is amended by the 
addition of Subsection (D), so that hereafter said 
subsection shall be and read as follows: 
 
D. Upon issuance of a building permit, the Building 

Official will issue a Field Permit Card representing 
that a permit has been issued.  The Field Permit Card 
shall contain the address and legal description of the 
location, the name of the general contractor and a 
description of the work.  The Field Permit Card shall 
be posted on the job location at all times during time 
the building permit is valid and may not be removed 
until such time that the Building Official issues a 
final approval.  The Field Permit Card shall be posted 
in front of the building so that it is visible from the 
addressed street or fire lane at all times.  Work may 
be ordered to stop when such Field Permit Card is not 
displayed in accordance with this section. 

 
 
 Further, Article IV, Section 4.13, Subsection (C), is 
hereby amended by the addition of a new Subsection (3) and 
the renumbering of the remaining subsection so that 
hereafter said subsection shall be and read as follows: 
 
 3. An energy inspection shall be required before the 

insulation is concealed. 
 
 
 Further, Article IV, Section 4.14, Subsection (C), is 
hereby amended so that hereafter said subsection shall be 
and read as follows: 
 
C. Certificate Issued.  The Building Official shall issue 

a Certificate of Occupancy upon a finding that the 
premises complies with the Building Code and provisions 
of the "Zoning" Chapter of the Code of the City of Ar-
lington.  For new structures or when the occupant is of 
a different character of occupancy or use from the 
previous certificate holder, the Building Inspections 
Division shall make an inspection.  Where no change in 
character of occupancy is proposed for a structure 
previously granted a Certificate of Occupancy, no 
inspection is necessary unless specifically required by 
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the Building Official.  In the event that a tenant 
space is being altered, enlarged or reduced in size, or 
if the Building Official believes that the previous 
tenant altered the space without benefit of permits, an 
inspection may be required prior to the occupancy.  
Other City departments may require inspections prior to 
the granting of a Certificate of Occupancy.   

 
An applicant for a Sexually Oriented Business as 
required by the Sexually Oriented Business Chapter of 
the City Code must first obtain a Certificate of 
Occupancy for a Sexually Oriented Business from the 
Building Official.  The Building Official shall issue 
or deny a Certificate Of Occupancy to a Sexually 
Oriented Business not more than sixty (60) business 
days subsequent to the date of the applicant’s 
submission of such application to the Building 
Official.  Such application for a Certificate of 
Occupancy shall be deemed approved if not approved or 
denied within such time period. 

 
 The Certificate of Occupancy shall contain: 
 
 1. The address of the building; 
 
 2. The name, address and telephone number of the 

occupant of said premises, building or structure; 
 
 3. The allowable use for which the certificate is 

issued; 
 
 4. The zoning district in which the use is located; 

and 
 
 5. Any conditions of the granting of the certificate. 
 
 
 Further, Article IV, Section 4.14, is hereby amended by 
the addition of Subsection (H) so that hereafter said 
subsection shall be and read as follows: 
 
H. Application Required.  Any person, firm or corporation 

desiring to initially occupy a building or tenant 
space, to change the tenancy of building or tenant 
space, change the name or ownership of a business, to 
expand a lease space, to clean and show a building or 
tenant space or to acquire a Certificate of Occupancy 
for a shell building must complete an application and 
submit to the Building Official for review along with 
the non-refundable application fee as set forth by 
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resolution by the City Council.  The application shall 
contain the following information: 

 
1. The address of the application, 
 
2. The proposed business name of the occupant and/or 

tenant, 
 
3. The proposed use of the building or tenant space, 
 
4. The gross floor area of the proposed use, 
 
5. The individual’s name of the principal or owner of 

the proposed use of the building or lease space, 
or the name of a presiding officer of a firm, 
corporation, partnership or other business entity 
of the proposed use of the building or lease 
space, 

 
6. The mailing address (other than location being 

applied for) of the principal or owner, 
 
7. The Texas Driver’s License number or other 

government issued picture identification of the 
principal or owner, 

 
8. Proof of a State of Texas Limited Sales and Use 

Tax Certificate with a valid City of Arlington 
business locations for proposed businesses that 
will collect a sales and/or use tax, and 

 
9. Other information as determined necessary for the 

building official to determine that the proposed 
use satisfies all the development regulations of 
the City of Arlington. 

 
The application shall be submitted and signed by the 
principal, owner or designated agent of the principal 
or owner and the designated agent’s Texas Driver’s 
License number or other government issued picture 
identification certifying that the applicant is 
authorized agent so empowered to make the application 
on behalf of the principal or owner and agrees to be 
subject to the same rules of review and approval as the 
principal or owner. 

 
 
 Further, Article IV, Section 4.15, is hereby amended so 
that hereafter said subsection shall be and read as follows: 
 
Section 4.15 Indemnification 
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 REGISTRANTS UNDER THIS BUILDING CODE SHALL INDEMNIFY, 
WAIVE ALL CLAIMS, RELEASE, DEFEND AND HOLD HARMLESS THE CITY 
OF ARLINGTON AND ALL OF ITS OFFICIALS, OFFICERS, AGENTS, 
EMPLOYEES AND INVITEES, IN BOTH THEIR PUBLIC AND PRIVATE 
CAPACITIES, FROM ANY AND ALL LIABILITY, CLAIMS, SUITS, 
DEMANDS OR CAUSES OF ACTION, INCLUDING ALL EXPENSES OF LITI-
GATION AND/OR SETTLEMENT WHICH ARISE FROM OR RESULT FROM THE 
ISSUANCE AND EXERCISE OF A PERMIT ISSUED HEREUNDER PURSUANT 
TO AN APPLICATION FROM A REGISTRANT, WHETHER SUCH CLAIMS 
AND/OR DAMAGES ARISE BY REASON OF INJURY OR DEATH OF ANY 
PERSON, OR FOR LOSS OF, DAMAGE TO OR LOSS OF USE OF ANY 
PROPERTY.  SUCH INDEMNITY WILL APPLY WHETHER THE CLAIMS, 
SUITS, LOSSES, DAMAGES, CAUSES OF ACTION OR LIABILITY ARISE 
IN PART FROM THE NEGLIGENCE OF THE CITY OF ARLINGTON OR ANY 
OF ITS OFFICERS, OFFICIALS, AGENTS, EMPLOYEES AND INVITEES 
IN BOTH THEIR PUBLIC AND PRIVATE CAPACITIES WHETHER SUCH 
NEGLIGENCE IS CONTRACTUAL COMPARATIVE NEGLIGENCE, CONCURRENT 
NEGLIGENCE, JOINT NEGLIGENCE, GROSS NEGLIGENCE, ACTIVE 
NEGLIGENCE, PASSIVE NEGLIGENCE OR ANY OTHER FORM OF 
NEGLIGENCE.   
 
 
 Further, Article IV, Section 4.16, Permits for 
Demolition or Relocation, is hereby amended so that 
hereafter said section shall be and read as follows: 
 
Section 4.16 Permits for Demolition or Relocation 
 

Upon receiving an application for a permit to demolish 
or relocate a building or structure from a person or entity 
other than a state, city, county or federal government fee 
simple owner, the Building Official shall determine whether 
the building or structure is fifty (50) years old or older, 
or is situated in a Landmark Preservation Overlay ("LP") 
Zoning District.  If the building or structure is fifty (50) 
years old or older, or the age of the building cannot be 
ascertained, the Building Official shall notify the 
applicant of such fact, and follow the procedures set out in 
Subsection A, below. 

 
If the building or structure is situated in a "LP" 

Overlay District the Building Official shall notify the 
applicant of such fact, and follow the procedures set out in 
Subsection B, below.  If the building or structure is less 
than fifty (50) years old and is not zoned with a "LP" 
Overlay suffix, the Building Official shall issue a 
demolition permit if all other requirements of the Code are 
met. 
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A. Buildings or Structures that are Fifty (50) Years Old 
or Older, and Buildings or Structures of Unknown Age 

 
If the building or structure is fifty (50) years old or 
older, or the age of the building cannot be 
ascertained, the Building Official shall inform the 
applicant that the Landmark Preservation Commission or 
City Council must issue a Certificate of Demolition or 
Relocation, or the Municipal Court must issue an order 
before the Building Official may issue the requested 
permit.  The Building Official shall direct the 
applicant to complete an Application for a Certificate 
of Demolition and Relocation for filing with the 
Landmark Preservation Commission, and forward the 
application to the Landmark Preservation Commission for 
its review and consideration.   
 
Exception:  Compliance with this section is not 
required upon receipt of an application for demolition 
or relocation for a structure that has been previously 
reviewed by the Landmark Preservation Commission in 
accordance with this chapter. 
 
1. Automatic Stay of Thirty (30) Days.  Demolition or 

relocation of the building or structure shall be 
automatically stayed for a period of up to thirty 
(30) days from the date of application to allow 
the Landmark Preservation Commission an 
opportunity to determine whether the building or 
structure is historically significant. 

 
a. If the building or structure is determined to 

be historically significant the Landmark 
Preservation Commission shall provide proper 
notice and hold a public hearing on the 
permit application. 

 
b. If the building or structure is determined 

not to be historically significant the 
Landmark Preservation Commission shall so 
notify the applicant and the Building 
Official as soon as is reasonably 
practicable.   

 
2. Public Hearing.  Within thirty (30) days of the 

receipt of a completed application for a 
Certificate of Demolition or Relocation, the 
Landmark Preservation Commission shall hold a 
public hearing.  Public notice of such hearing 
setting forth the date, time and place scheduled 
for such hearing and the purpose thereof shall be 
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published in a newspaper one time at least seven 
(7) days prior to the date scheduled for such 
hearing. 

 
3. Certificate Deemed Issued by Lack of Action.  If 

the Landmark Preservation Commission takes no 
action within thirty (30) days of receipt of the 
completed application, a Certificate of Demolition 
or Relocation shall be deemed issued by the 
Landmark Preservation Commission. 

 
4. Review.  In evaluating a request for a Certificate 

of Demolition or Relocation, the Landmark 
Preservation Commission shall consider the 
following:  

 
a. the architectural, cultural, or historical 

significance of the building or structure; 
 

b. the age of the building or structure;  
 
c. the state of repair of the building or 

structure in question, and the reasonableness 
of the cost of restoration and repair;  

 
d. additions, alterations, changes, 

modifications and updates to the exterior 
architectural features of the building or 
structure that would disqualify it from 
consideration for registration on the 
National Register of Historic Places;  

 
e. the impact, if any, that delaying the 

demolition or relocation of the building or 
structure will have; 

 
f. the contribution, if any, the building or 

structure makes to a previously designated 
and recognized historic district and the 
owner’s or any predecessor owner’s 
involvement in the formation or creation of 
such a district; 

 
g. the willingness of the applicant to donate or 

sell the building or structure to a third 
party;  

 
h. the potential usefulness or adaptive reuse of 

the building or structure, including economic 
usefulness;  
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i. the potential market or demand for such a 
building or structure in its current 
condition and location;  

 
j. the purpose that would be served in 

preserving the building or structure; and,  
 
k. all other factors it finds necessary and 

appropriate to carry out the intent of this 
ordinance.   

 
5. Demolition or Relocation Appropriate.  If the 

Landmark Preservation Commission determines that 
the building or structure should be demolished or 
removed, the Building Official shall issue a 
demolition permit if all other requirements of the 
Code are met.   

 
6. Demolition or Relocation Inappropriate.  If the 

Landmark Preservation Commission determines that 
the building or structure should not be 
demolished, the Landmark Preservation Commission 
may extend the automatic stay for a period of up 
to thirty (30) additional days.  The automatic 
stay and any additional stay imposed by the 
Landmark Preservation Commission shall not exceed 
a total of sixty (60) days from the date 
application for a permit to demolish or relocate a 
building or structure was filed.   

 
7. Stay Extended by City Council.  Prior to the 

expiration of the stay period imposed by the 
Landmark Preservation Commission, the Landmark 
Preservation Commission may issue a recommendation 
to the City Council requesting that the stay be 
extended.  After notice to the applicant and a 
public hearing, the City Council may extend the 
stay upon a finding that there are reasonable 
grounds for preservation as well as a reasonable 
expectation of preserving the building or 
structure.  It shall be the responsibility of the 
Landmark Preservation Commission and any other 
proponent of extending the stay on a demolition 
permit application to demonstrate to the City 
Council’s satisfaction that there exist reasonable 
grounds for preservation as well as a reasonable 
expectation of preserving the building or 
structure.   

 
The City Council may extend the stay on one or 
more occasions, after notice to the applicant and 
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a public hearing, in such increments of time as 
the City Council may determine reasonable.  Any 
extension of the stay on a demolition permit or 
combination of extensions imposed by the City 
Council under this provision shall not exceed a 
cumulative total of ninety (90) days in duration.  

 
In instances where the City Council imposes an 
extension of the stay for a time period of less 
than ninety (90) days, the Landmark Preservation 
Commission may request additional extensions of 
the stay up to a cumulative total of ninety (90) 
days from the City Council.  Any such request must 
be submitted to, and acted upon by, the City 
Council prior to the expiration of any stay period 
previously imposed by the City Council.  The 
Landmark Preservation Commission shall report to 
City Council concerning its efforts to preserve 
the building or structure as a prerequisite to the 
extension of any stay imposed by the City Council.   

 
In no event shall the stay on a demolition permit 
and any extensions thereto exceed a total of one 
hundred fifty (150) days from the date the 
application for a permit to demolish or relocate a 
building or structure was filed.  If City Council 
takes no action on the Landmark Preservation 
Commission’s request for an extension within the 
original stay period or any subsequent extension 
thereof, a Certificate of Demolition or Relocation 
shall be deemed issued at the expiration of such 
stay period. 

 
8. Appeals.  Appeals from a decision of the Landmark 

Preservation Commission shall be to the City 
Council.  Such appeals must be filed with the 
Historic Preservation Officer within ten (10) days 
after the complained of decision is made by the 
Landmark Commission.  Such appeals shall be heard 
by City Council on the next available agenda 
consistent with the requirements of the Texas Open 
Meetings Act and with due consideration for the 
City Council’s schedule of business. 

 
9. Permit Issuance.  At the end of the stay period 

and any extension thereof, or upon the City 
Council’s granting an appeal to the Landmark 
Preservation Commission’s determination the 
Building Official shall issue a demolition permit 
if all other requirements of the Code are met. 
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B. Buildings or Structures in a Landmark Preservation 
Overlay ("LP") Zoning District 

 
If the building or structure is situated in a "LP" 
Overlay District the Building Official shall inform the 
applicant that the Landmark Preservation Commission or 
City Council must issue a Certificate of Demolition or 
Relocation, or the Municipal Court must issue an order 
before the Building Official may issue the requested 
permit.  The Building Official shall direct the 
applicant to complete an Application for a Certificate 
of Demolition and Relocation for filing with the 
Landmark Preservation Commission, and forward the 
application to the Landmark Preservation Commission for 
its review and consideration.   
 
The Landmark Preservation Commission or City Council 
must issue a Certificate of Demolition or Relocation, 
or the Municipal Court must issue an order before the 
Building Official may issue a permit to demolish or 
relocate a building or structure situated in a "LP" 
Overlay District.  The Certificate of Demolition or 
Relocation process, which must be followed, is set out 
in Section 9-600 of the Zoning Chapter of the Code of 
the City of Arlington, Texas.  In addition to obtaining 
a Certificate of Demolition or Relocation from the 
Landmark Preservation Commission or City Council the 
applicant must meet all other requirements of the Code 
before the Building Official shall issue a demolition 
permit.   

 
C. Buildings or Structures that are NOT Located in a 

Landmark Preservation Overlay ("LP") Zoning District 
and which are Less Than Fifty (50) Years Old  

 
If the age of a building or structure can be 
ascertained and the building is less than fifty (50) 
years old and the building or structure is not zoned 
with a "LP" Overlay suffix the Building Official shall 
issue a demolition permit if all other requirements of 
the Code are met. 

 
 
 Further, Article XVI, Dangerous Buildings, is hereby 
amended so that hereafter said article shall be and read as 
follows: 
 

ARTICLE XVI 
 

DANGEROUS BUILDINGS 
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Section 16.01 Authority 
 
 This article is adopted pursuant to the authority 
provided by Chapter 214 of the Texas Local Government Code, 
as amended.  Chapter 214 of the Texas Local Government Code, 
as amended, is adopted as if set out word for word.  In the 
event of conflict or inconsistency in the wording of state 
and local law, state law shall prevail unless city 
ordinances state a more stringent law or procedure 
authorized in accordance with city home rule authority and 
relevant law. 
 
 
Section 16.02 Definitions 
 
A. The following words as used in Articles XVI, XVII and 

XVIII shall be defined as stated below. 
 

1. “Administrator” shall mean the Director of 
Neighborhood Services or his designee. 

 
2. “Building” shall mean any structure which is built 

for the support, shelter, or enclosure or partial 
enclosure of persons, animals, chattels, or 
movable property of any kind including pools. 

 
3. “Swimming Pool” or “Pool” shall be defined as 

referenced in the Health and Sanitation Chapters 
of the City of Arlington Code of Ordinances. 

 
 
Section 16.03 Dangerous Building Defined 
 
A. Section 302 of the 1994 edition of the Uniform Code for 

the Abatement of Dangerous Buildings, as published by 
the International Conference of Building Officials, is 
hereby adopted but modified and amended by the 
following, so that Section 302, entitled "Dangerous 
Buildings," shall read as follows: 

 
 Any building or structure which has defects or 

conditions described herein is a dangerous building, 
provided that such condition or defects exist to the 
extent that the life, health, property or safety of the 
public or its occupants are endangered: 

 
 1. When any door, aisle, passageway, stairway or 

other means of exit is not of sufficient width or 
size or is not so arranged as to provide safe and 
adequate means of exit in case of fire or panic; 
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 2. When the walking surface of any aisle, passageway, 

stairway or other means of exit is warped, worn, 
loose, torn or otherwise unsafe so that it would 
not provide safe and adequate means of exit in 
case of fire or panic; 

 
 3. When the stress in any materials, member or 

portion thereof, due to all dead and live loads, 
is more than one and one half (1 1/2) times the 
working stress or stresses allowed in the Building 
Code for new buildings of similar structure, pur-
pose or location; 

 
 4. When any portion has been damaged by fire, 

earthquake, wind, flood or by any other cause, to 
such an extent that the structural strength or 
stability thereof is materially less than it was 
before such catastrophe and is less than the 
minimum requirements of the Building Code for a 
newly constructed building of like area, height 
and occupancy; 

 
 5. When any portion or member or appurtenance is 

likely to fail, or to become detached or 
dislodged, or to collapse and thereby injure 
persons or damage property; 

 
 6. When any portion of the building, or when any 

member, appurtenance or ornamentation on its 
exterior is not of sufficient strength or 
stability, or is not anchored, attached or 
fastened in place so as to be capable of resisting 
a wind pressure of one half (1/2) of that 
specified in the Building Code for a newly 
constructed building of like area, height and 
occupancy, without exceeding the working stresses 
permitted in the Building Code for such buildings; 

 
 7. When any portion has wracked, warped, buckled or 

settled to such an extent that walls or other 
structural portions have materially less 
resistance to winds or earthquakes than is 
required in the case of similar new construction; 

 
 8. When the building or any portion thereof is likely 

to partially or completely collapse because of: 
 
  a. Dilapidation, deterioration or decay; 
 
  b. Faulty construction; 
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  c. The removal, movement or instability of any 

portion of the ground necessary for the 
purpose of supporting such building; 

 
  d. The deterioration, decay or inadequacy of its 

foundation; or 
 
  e. Any other cause; 
 
 9. When, for any reason, the building or any portion 

thereof is manifestly unsafe for the purpose for 
which it is being used; 

 
 10. When the exterior walls or other vertical 

structural members list, lean or buckle to such an 
extent that a plumb line passing through the 
center of gravity does not fall inside the middle 
one third of the base; 

 
 11. When the building, exclusive of the foundation, 

shows thirty-three percent (33%) or more damage or 
deterioration of its supporting member or members, 
or fifty percent (50%) damage or deterioration of 
its nonsupporting members, enclosing or outside 
walls or coverings; 

 
 12. If the building was constructed or is maintained 

in violation of any specific requirement or 
prohibition applicable to such building provided 
by the Building Code, or of any law or ordinance 
of this state or City relating to the condition, 
location or structure of buildings; 

 
 13. If the building has in any nonsupporting part, 

member or portion less than fifty percent (50%), 
or in any supporting part, member or portion less 
than sixty-six percent (66%) of the strength, 
fire-resisting qualities or characteristics, or 
weather-resisting qualities or characteristics 
required by law for a newly constructed building 
of like area, height and occupancy; 

 
 14. If the building is used or intended to be used for 

dwelling purposes, and because of inadequate 
maintenance, dilapidation, decay, damage, faulty 
construction or arrangement, inadequate light, air 
or sanitation facilities, or otherwise, is 
determined by the Building Official or 
Administrator or an authorized representative to 
be unsanitary, unfit for human habitation or in 
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such a condition that is likely to cause sickness 
or disease; 

 
 15. If the building, because of obsolescence, 

dilapidated condition, deterioration, damage, 
inadequate exits, lack of sufficient fire-
resistive construction, faulty electric wiring, 
gas connections or heating apparatus, or other 
cause, is determined by the Building Official or 
Administrator or an authorized representative to 
be a fire hazard; 

 
 16. When any portion of an abandoned building or 

structure remains on a site after the demolition 
or destruction of the building or structure; 

 
 17. When the building or its curtilage contains 

accumulations of litter; refuse; garbage; rubbish; 
junk; animal carcasses; decaying flesh, fish, 
fowls or vegetables; stagnant water or other 
stagnant liquid; flammable liquids; slops; trash; 
or other deposits or substances, which are 
unwholesome, filthy, unsightly, offensive or 
unsanitary; likely to create or engender disease; 
likely to harbor insects or rodents; or likely to 
pollute storm water; 

 
 18. When a building which is partially constructed has 

not had any significant construction work done on 
it in the preceding six (6) months, and it is not 
secured by a fence or other means to prevent 
children and vagrants from entering the building; 
or 

 
 19. When a building which is partially constructed has 

not had any significant construction work done on 
it in the preceding six (6) months, and all 
building materials and construction equipment and 
tools have neither been removed from the 
construction site nor secured at the site to 
prevent their use by children; their theft; their 
deterioration; their vandalism; or their harborage 
of rodents or insects. 

 
B. Any building or structure is a dangerous building when 

it is unsafe, unsanitary, substandard, unfit for human 
habitation, not provided with adequate egress, or which 
constitutes a fire hazard, otherwise dangerous to human 
life or which constitutes a hazard to the safety, 
health or welfare of the public or its occupants, for 
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any reason or by reason of inadequate maintenance, 
dilapidation, obsolescence, or abandonment. 

 
C. Any building or structure is a dangerous building, 

regardless of its structural condition, 
 
 1. When unoccupied by its owners, lessees, or other 

invitees and unsecured from unauthorized entry to 
the extent that it could be entered or used by 
vagrants or other uninvited persons as a place of 
harborage or could be entered or used by children, 
or 

 
 2. When boarded up, fenced or otherwise secured in 

any manner if the means used to secure the 
building or structure are inadequate to prevent 
unauthorized entry or use by vagrants or other 
uninvited persons as a place of harborage, or to 
prevent entry or use by children, or 

 
 3. When boarded up, fenced or otherwise secured in 

any manner if the building or structure 
constitutes a danger to the public even though 
secured from entry. 

 
 
Section 16.04 Commencement of Hearing 
 
A. Hearing.  The Administrator may schedule a hearing 

before the Municipal Court to determine whether a 
building or structure is a dangerous building and, if 
so, whether it shall be vacated, secured, repaired, 
removed, and/or demolished, or any occupants relocated.  
The Municipal Court shall be known as the “Hearing 
Authority”. 

 
B. Scheduling of Hearing.  The Administrator may schedule 

a public hearing: 
 
 1. When the Administrator has inspected any building 

or structure, other than an owner-occupied, single 
family dwelling, and has determined that such 
building is a dangerous building, and that such 
building is fifty (50) years old or older or 
located in a landmark preservation overlay zoning 
district, he shall report this determination to 
the local historic preservation board for review 
of the building pursuant to § 214.00111, Texas 
Local Government Code, or any successor statute.  
Ninety (90) days after the building or structure 
is placed on the agenda of the local historic 
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preservation board, the Administrator may schedule 
a hearing before the Hearing Authority; or 

 
 2. When the Administrator has inspected any owner-

occupied, single family dwelling and has 
determined that such building is a dangerous 
building, he may schedule a hearing before the 
Hearing Authority. 

 
C. Issuance of Notice. 
 
 1. The Administrator shall issue a notice of hearing 

to each owner of the building and to each 
mortgagee and lienholder of the building and of 
the property on which it is located, as known by 
the city and as shown by search of the following 
records: 

 
  a. Official Public Records of Real Property in 

Tarrant County, specifically in the Tarrant 
County Clerk’s Office; 

 
  b. Appraisal district records for the appraisal 

district in which the building is located; 
 
  c. Records of the Texas Secretary of State; 
 
  d. Assumed name records for Tarrant County; 
 
  e. Tax records of the City of Arlington; and 
 
  f. Utility records for the City of Arlington. 
 
 2. The Administrator shall issue notice of hearing to 

all unknown owners, if any, by posting the notice 
as described in Section 16.04(E)(1). 

 
D. Contents of Notice.  The notice shall contain: 
 
 1. The street address or legal description of the 

building; 
 
 2. A statement that the Administrator has found the 

building to be dangerous, and a brief description 
of the conditions found to render the building 
dangerous under the provisions of Section 16.03; 

 
 3. A statement specifying the date, time and place of 

the hearing; and 
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 4. A statement that the owner, lienholder, or 
mortgagee will be afforded an opportunity to 
comment at the hearing and will be required to 
submit at the hearing proof of the scope of any 
work that may be required to comply with the 
minimum standards set out in city ordinance and 
the time it will take to reasonably perform the 
work. 

 
E. Service of Notice. 
 
 1. Notice of the hearing shall be given by certified 

mail, return receipt requested, or by personal 
service.  If the address of any person entitled to 
notice cannot be ascertained, or if service cannot 
be made by mail or in person after a reasonable 
attempt, and for all unknown owners, service shall 
be made by posting a copy of the notice on the 
front door of each improvement situated on the 
affected property or as close to the front door as 
practicable. 

 
 2. The notice shall be mailed and/or posted before 

the tenth (10th) day before the date of the 
hearing.  Service by certified mail shall be 
effective on the date of mailing. 

 
 3. Proof of personal service shall be certified at 

the time of service by a written declaration 
executed by the person effecting service, 
declaring the date, time and manner in which 
service was made.  The declaration, together with 
any receipt card returned in acknowledgment of 
receipt by certified mail shall be affixed to the 
copy of the notice retained by the Administrator. 

 
 4. Notice of the hearing may be filed in the Official 

Public Records of Real Property in Tarrant County, 
specifically in the Tarrant County Clerk’s Office.  
The notice shall contain: 

 
  a. the name and address of the owner of the 

affected property if that information can be 
determined; 

 
  b. a legal description of the affected property; 

and 
 
  c. a description of the hearing. 
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  The filing of the notice is binding on subsequent 
grantees, lienholders, or other transferees of an 
interest in the property who acquire such interest 
after filing of the notice, and constitutes notice 
of the hearing on any subsequent recipient of any 
interest in the property who acquires such 
interest after the filing of the notice. 

 
 
Section 16.05 Conduct of Hearing 
 
A. Failure to Appear.  If the owner of the building fails 

to appear at the hearing after being duly served, the 
Hearing Authority shall conduct the hearing as if the 
owner personally appeared. 

 
B. Subpoena Power.  Witnesses may be subpoenaed in 

accordance with the procedures set forth in Article XI 
of the "Administration" Chapter. 

 
C. Procedure.  The Hearing Authority shall be authorized 

to establish rules and regulations for the conduct of 
hearings, if such are consistent with this Chapter, 
other local ordinances and state law. 

 
D. Decisions and Orders.   
 
 1. After all evidence has been presented at the 

hearing, the Hearing Authority shall determine 
whether the building or structure is a dangerous 
building.  If more than one (1) building is 
located on a property and is the subject of the 
hearing, the Hearing Authority shall make a 
separate determination for each building. 

 
 2. The Hearing Authority shall enter orders as set 

forth below: 
 
  a. If the building or structure is declared a 

dangerous building under Section 16.03, 
except Subsections (A)(16), (A)(17), (A)(18) 
and (A)(19), the Hearing Authority shall 
order the owner, at his option, to repair, 
remove or demolish the building.  The Hearing 
Authority shall specify a reasonable period 
of time for the owner to do so. 

 
  b. If the building or structure is declared a 

dangerous building under Subsection 
16.03(A)(16), the Hearing Authority shall 
order the owner to remove or demolish the 
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building, and shall specify a reasonable 
period of time for the owner to do so. 

 
  c. If the building or structure is declared a 

dangerous building under Subsection 
16.03(A)(17), the Hearing Authority shall 
order the owner to remove the accumulated 
matter, and shall specify a reasonable period 
of time for the owner to do so. 

 
  d. If the building or structure is declared a 

dangerous building under Subsection 
16.03(A)(18), the Hearing Authority shall 
order the owner, at his option, to secure, 
demolish or remove the building, and shall 
specify a reasonable period of time for the 
owner to do so. 

 
  e. If the building or structure is declared a 

dangerous building under Subsection 
16.03(A)(19), the Hearing Authority shall 
order the owner, at his option, to secure or 
remove all building materials, equipment and 
tools, and shall specify a reasonable period 
of time for the owner to do so. 

 
  f. If the building or structure is declared a 

dangerous building under Section 16.03, the 
Hearing Authority shall order the owner to 
secure the building, and shall specify a 
reasonable period of time for the owner to do 
so.  If the owner fails to properly secure 
the building as ordered, the Administrator 
may secure the building under Article XVII of 
this code, assessing expenses and placing 
liens against the property as authorized by 
this Chapter. 

 
 3. If necessary to protect the health, safety and 

welfare of the building's occupants, the Hearing 
Authority shall order the building vacated.  If 
the condition of the building is due  to neglect 
or to intentional or negligent acts by the owner, 
the Hearing Authority shall order the owner to 
relocate the occupants at his reasonable expense 
and in a reasonable manner.  The Hearing Authority 
shall specify a reasonable period of time for the 
completion of the relocation. 

 
 4. The Hearing Authority shall also order an 

additional reasonable period of time for all 
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mortgagees or lienholders to comply with the order 
should the owner fail to comply with the order 
within the time provided for action by the owner. 

 
 5. The Hearing Authority shall also order a civil 

penalty that the City may assess if the owner 
fails to repair, remove or demolish the building 
in accordance with the Hearing Authority’s order.  
Such penalty shall not exceed the amount of One 
Thousand Dollars and No Cents ($1,000.00) per day 
that the building is out of compliance with the 
order. 

 
 6. A reasonable period of time to comply with an 

order of the Hearing Authority is within thirty 
(30) days from the date of an order: 

 
  a. to secure the building from unauthorized 

entry, or 
 
  b. to repair, remove or demolish the building, 

unless the owner or lienholder or mortgagee 
establishes at the hearing that the work 
cannot reasonably be performed within thirty 
(30) days. 

 
 7. If the Hearing Authority finds that the work 

cannot reasonably be performed within thirty (30) 
days to repair, remove or demolish the building, 
the Hearing Authority shall order specific time 
schedules for the commencement and performance of 
the work and shall order the owner, lienholder, or 
mortgagee to secure the property in a reasonable 
manner from unauthorized entry while the work is 
being performed. 

 
 8. The Hearing Authority shall not order the owner, 

lienholder, or mortgagee more than ninety (90) 
days to repair, remove, or demolish the building 
or fully perform all work required to comply with 
the order unless the owner, lienholder or 
mortgagee: 

 
  a. submits a detailed plan and time schedule for 

the work at the hearing; and 
 
  b. the Hearing Authority finds that the work 

cannot reasonably be completed within ninety 
(90) days because of the scope and complexity 
of the work. 
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 9. If the Hearing Authority allows the owner, 
lienholder or mortgagee to complete any part of 
the work required to repair, remove or demolish 
the building within a time period that is more 
than ninety (90) days, the Hearing Authority shall 
order that the owner, lienholder or mortgagee 
regularly submit progress reports to the 
Administrator and appear before the Hearing 
Authority or its designee to prove compliance with 
the time schedule established for commencement and 
performance of the work.  If the owner, 
lienholder, or mortgagee owns property, including 
structures or improvements on property, within the 
City of Arlington that exceeds $100,000 in total 
value, the Hearing Authority may require the 
owner, lienholder, or mortgagee to post a cash or 
surety bond in an amount adequate to cover the 
cost of repairing, removing, or demolishing a 
building under this Article.  The Hearing 
Authority may require the owner, lienholder, or 
mortgagee to provide a letter of credit from a 
financial institution or a guaranty from a third 
party approved by the City.  The bond must be 
posted, or the letter of credit or third party 
guaranty provided, not later than the 30th day 
after the date the Hearing Authority issues the 
order. 

 
 
Section 16.06 Contents of Order 
 
A. An order issued by the Hearing Authority shall be in 

writing and shall set forth the decisions of the 
Hearing Authority made pursuant to Section 16.05(D). 

 
B. An order to repair shall set forth those items that 

need to be repaired. 
 
C. An order to vacate shall require the Administrator to 

post notice to vacate at or upon each entrance and exit 
of the building or structure in substantially the form 
described by Section 16.10. 

 
D. An order shall also contain the following statement: 
 
  "It is further ORDERED that if the owner 

fails to comply with any part of this order 
by the specified dates, and if any of the 
mortgagees or lienholders fail to comply with 
the order in the owner's stead and by the 
specified dates, the City is hereby 
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authorized at its discretion to vacate, 
secure, repair, remove and/or demolish the 
building(s) at its own expense.  
Alternatively, the City is authorized to 
assess a civil penalty on the owner in the 
amount of __________________________________ 
($___________) per day for each day that the 
building continues to be in violation of this 
order.  Such costs or penalty shall accrue 
interest at a rate of ten percent (10%) per 
annum.  The City shall have all remedies 
provided by law to recover such costs, 
penalties and interest, and shall be entitled 
to place a lien on the property unless it is 
a homestead protected by the Texas 
Constitution." 

 
E. An order shall be signed by the Municipal Court Judge. 
 
F. A copy of the order shall be sent promptly after the 

hearing by certified mail, return receipt requested, to 
the owner of the building and to any lienholder or 
mortgagee of the building.  If a notice is mailed 
according to this subsection and the United States 
Postal Service returns the notice as “refused” or 
“unclaimed”, the validity of the notice is not 
affected, and the notice shall be deemed as delivered. 

 
G. Within ten (10) days after the date the order is 

issued: 
 
 1. a copy of the order shall be filed in the office 

of the City Secretary; and 
 
 2. a notice shall be published in a newspaper of 

general circulation in the City, said notice 
containing: 

 
 a. the street address or legal description of 

the property; 
 
 b. the date of the hearing; 
 
 c. a brief statement indicating the results of 

the order; and 
 
 d. instructions stating where a complete copy of 

the order may be obtained. 
 
 
Section 16.07 Failure to Comply With Order 
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A. If the owner of a building declared dangerous fails to 

comply with an order of the Hearing Authority within 
the allotted time, the Administrator shall cause a copy 
of the Hearing Authority's order to be sent by 
certified mail return receipt requested to each 
lienholder and mortgagee as was determined pursuant to 
Section 16.04(C).  This shall constitute notice to the 
lienholders and mortgagees that the owner has failed to 
comply with the order. 

 
B. If the lienholders and mortgagees fail to comply with 

the order within the time allotted to them by the 
Hearing Authority, the Administrator may: 

 
 1. Vacate, secure, repair, remove and/or demolish the 

building at the City's expense; or 
 
 2. Assess a civil penalty against the owner of the 

building, as provided by the Hearing Authority, 
for failure to comply with the order. 

 
C. The Administrator is authorized to repair a building 

only to the extent necessary to bring the building into 
compliance with minimum standards, and only if the 
building is a residential building with ten (10) or 
fewer units. 

 
D. The Administrator is authorized, if the order requires 

demolition, to cause the building to be sold and 
demolished, or to be demolished and the materials, 
rubble and debris removed and the lot cleaned.  Any 
such demolition work shall be accomplished, and the 
cost thereof paid and recovered in the manner provided 
in Article XVIII of this Chapter.  Any surplus realized 
from the sale of any such building or from the 
demolition thereof over and above the cost of 
demolition and of cleaning the lot shall be paid to the 
person or persons lawfully entitled thereto. 

 
E. The Administrator is further authorized to ask the City 

Attorney to bring suit against the owner in a Tarrant 
County district court to request that a receiver be 
appointed to rehabilitate the property. 

 
 
Section 16.08 Liens for Penalties and Expenses 
 
A. If the City assesses a civil penalty or incurs expenses 

under this Chapter, the City may assess the expenses or 
penalty on and place a lien against the land on which 
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the building was located, unless the land is a 
homestead protected by the Texas Constitution. 

 
B. A lien imposed pursuant to this article is a privileged 

lien subordinate only to tax liens and all previously 
recorded bona fide mortgage liens. 

 
C. The lien arises and attaches to the property at the 

time the notice of the lien is recorded and indexed in 
the official public records of real property in Tarrant 
County, specifically in the office of the county clerk 
for Tarrant County.  The notice shall contain the name 
and address of the owner if that information can be 
determined; a legal description of the land on which 
the building was located; the amount of expenses 
incurred by the City or the civil penalty and the 
balance due. 
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D. A lien under this chapter is extinguished when the 
property owner or other person with an interest in the 
legal title to the land pays the City the balance due 
in full.  At the time of sale of properties with the 
aforementioned privileged lien, the lien shall be 
released without payment if the purchaser’s family 
income meets the current Department of Housing and 
Urban Development Low or Moderate Income Requirements 
for the Fort Worth-Arlington Primary Metropolitan 
Statistical Area in accordance with federal law. 

 
E. At the time of sale of properties with the 

aforementioned privileged lien, the lien may be assumed 
if the purchaser is a 26 U.S.C.A. §501(c)(3) not-for-
profit entity with the principal office located in 
Tarrant County, Texas, the primary purpose of which is 
constructing or rehabilitating single family homes for 
people who meet the current Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD) Low or Moderate Income 
Requirements for the Fort Worth-Arlington Primary 
Metropolitan Statistical Area in accordance with 
federal law. 

 
 
Section 16.09 Notice and Collection of Penalty and Expenses 
 
A. If the City incurs expenses under this Chapter, the 

Administrator shall cause a statement to be sent to the 
owner, setting forth the amount of the expenses and the 
interest accrued to date.  The Administrator may 
thereafter cause an annual statement to be sent to the 
owner until the expenses and interest are paid in full. 

 
B. If the City assesses a civil penalty pursuant to this 

Chapter, the Administrator shall cause a notice to be 
sent to the owner that the City has begun assessing the 
penalty provided by the order.  Thereafter, the 
Administrator may cause a monthly statement to be sent 
to the owner, setting forth the amount of the accrued 
penalty and interest, until the penalty and interest is 
paid in full. 

 
C. A civil penalty or assessment for expenses shall accrue 

interest at the rate of ten percent (10%) per annum or 
as allowed by law from the date of assessment until 
paid in full.  

 
D. The City shall be entitled to all remedies provided by 

law for the collection of debt in order to recover 
penalty, expenses and interest.  However, the City 
shall not be entitled to foreclose a lien for repair 
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expenses if the property on which the repairs were made 
is occupied as a residential homestead by a person 
sixty-five (65) years of age or older. 

 
 
Section 16.10 Notice to Vacate; Violations 
 
A. Every notice to vacate shall be posted at or upon each 

entrance and exit of the building and shall be in 
substantially the following form: 

 
 

DO NOT ENTER 
UNSAFE TO OCCUPY 

 
It is a misdemeanor to occupy this building, 

 or to remove or deface this notice. 
 

Director of Neighborhood Services 
City of Arlington 

 
 
 The Notice to Vacate shall specify the conditions which 

necessitate the posting and recite the emergency or 
shall identify the order to vacate and state where a 
complete copy of the order may be obtained. 

 
B. Compliance; Violations 
 
 No person shall remain in or enter any building which 

has been posted, except that entry may be made to 
repair, remove, demolish or secure such building under 
permit.  No person shall remove or deface any such 
notice after it is posted until the required work has 
been completed and a Certificate of Occupancy is issued 
pursuant to the provisions of the Building Code.  Any 
person violating this subsection shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to exceed Two 
Thousand Dollars and No Cents ($2,000.00). 

 
 
Section 16.11 Other Enforcement 
 
A. An owner who fails to comply with an order of the 

Hearing Authority shall be guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to exceed Two Thousand Dollars 
and No Cents ($2,000.00). 

 
B. Each day that a violation continues shall constitute a 

separate offense. 
 

(78) 



 

C. A criminal prosecution shall be in addition to any 
civil remedies to which the City is entitled.  The 
remedies provided by this article shall be in addition 
to the remedies provided by this chapter or any other 
applicable ordinance or statute. 

 
D. No person shall obstruct, impede or interfere with any 

officer, employee, contractor or authorized 
representative of the City or with any person who owns 
or holds an estate or interest in any building or 
structure which has been ordered repaired, removed, 
secured, vacated or demolished under the provisions of 
this Code, or with any person to whom such building has 
been lawfully sold, whenever such officer, employee, 
contractor or authorized representative of the City, 
person having an interest or estate in such building or 
structure, or purchaser is engaged in the work as 
ordered or in performing any necessary act preliminary 
to or incidental to such work.  A person who obstructs, 
impedes or interferes with an order of the Hearing 
Authority shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable 
by a fine not to exceed Two Thousand Dollars and No 
Cents ($2,000.00). 

 
E. It is a violation for any person, firm or corporation 

to own, lease, use, occupy or maintain a dangerous 
building as defined in this Article, or to cause or 
permit the same to be done, in the City of Arlington.  
A violator shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable 
by a fine not to exceed Two Thousand Dollars and No 
Cents ($2,000) for each violation pursuant to the 
enforcement, violation and penalties provisions of 
Section 1.08 of this Chapter. 

 
 
Section 16.12 Swimming Pool Enclosures 
 
A. The Administrator may repair, replace, secure, or 

otherwise remedy a swimming pool enclosure or fence 
that is damaged, deteriorated, substandard, dilapi-
dated, or otherwise in a state that poses a hazard to 
the public health, safety, and welfare. 

 
B. The Administrator may require the owner of the property 

on which the swimming pool or enclosure or fence is 
situated, after notice and hearing as provided in this 
Chapter, to repair, replace, secure, or otherwise 
remedy an enclosure or fence of a swimming pool that 
the Administrator determines violates minimum standards 
in accordance with state or city law. 
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C. If the enclosure or fence is on unoccupied property or 
is on property occupied only by persons who do not have 
a right of possession to the property, the 
Administrator shall give notice to the owner, in 
accordance with the procedures set out in this Chapter, 
of the municipality’s action to repair, replace, 
secure, or otherwise remedy an enclosure or fence of a 
swimming pool. 

 
D. If the City incurs expenses under this Article, the 

Administrator may assess the expenses on, and the City 
has a lien against the property on which the swimming 
pool or the enclosure or fence is situated, unless it 
is a homestead as protected by the Texas Constitution.  
The lien is extinguished if the property owner or 
another person having an interest in the legal title to 
the property reimburses the City for the expenses.  The 
lien arises and attaches to the property at the time 
the lien is recorded in the office of the Tarrant 
County Clerk.  The lien must contain the name and 
address for the owner if that information can be 
determined with a reasonable effort, a legal 
description of the real property on which the swimming 
pool or the enclosure or fence is situated, the amount 
of expenses incurred by the City, and the balance due.  
The lien is a privileged lien subordinate only to tax 
liens and all previously recorded bona fide mortgage 
liens attached to the real property to which the City’s 
lien attaches. 

 
E. It is a violation for any person, firm or corporation 

to maintain a swimming pool enclosure or fence that is 
damaged, deteriorated, substandard, dilapidated or 
otherwise in a state that poses a hazard to the public 
health, safety, and welfare or to cause or permit the 
same to be done in the City of Arlington.  A violator 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine 
not to exceed One Thousand Dollars and No Cents 
($1,000) for each violation.  Each day a violation 
occurs constitutes a separate offense. 

 
 
 Further, Article XVII, Additional Authority to Secure 
Building, is hereby amended so that hereafter said article 
shall be and read as follows: 
 

ARTICLE XVII 
 

ADDITIONAL AUTHORITY TO SECURE BUILDING 
 
 

(80) 



 

Section 17.01 Authority to Secure Building 
 
 The Administrator may secure or cause to be secured a 
building at the City’s expense if he determines: 
 
 1. That the building or structure violates the 

minimum standards for the use and occupancy of 
buildings in the City regardless of the date of 
their construction, and  

 
 2. That the building or structure is unoccupied or is 

occupied only by persons who do not have a right 
of possession to the building. 

 
 
Section 17.02 Issuance of Notice 
 
 Before the eleventh (11th) day after the date the 
building is secured pursuant to Section 17.01, the 
Administrator will give notice to the owner that the 
building has been secured.  The Administrator may also give 
notice to each mortgagee and lienholder, and to any unknown 
owners, in the same manner as described by Section 16.04(C). 
 
 
Section 17.03 Contents of Notice 
 
 The notice will contain: 
 
 1. An identification of the building and the property 

on which it is located; and 
 
 2. A description of the violation of the ordinance 

that is present at the building; and 
 
 3. A statement that the City has secured the 

building; and 
 
 4. A statement explaining the owner’s right to 

request a hearing about any matter relating to the 
City’s securing of the building. 
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Section 17.04 Service of Notice 
 
 Notice regarding the securing of the building shall be 
given by either: 
 
 1. personally serving the owner with written notice; 

or 
 
 2. depositing the notice in the United States mail 

addressed to the owner at the owner’s post office 
address; or 

 
 3. if personal service cannot be obtained and the 

owner’s post office address is unknown; 
 
  a. publishing the notice at least twice within a 

ten (10) day period in the official newspaper 
of the City; or 

 
  b. posting the notice on or near the front door 

of the building. 
 
 
Section 17.05 Hearing 
 

If, within thirty (30) days after the date a building 
is secured pursuant to this Chapter, the owner files with 
the Administrator a written request for a hearing, the 
Administrator will schedule a hearing before the Hearing 
Authority.  At the hearing the owner may testify or present 
witnesses or written information about any matter relating 
to the City’s securing of the building. 
 
A. Scheduling of Hearing  The Hearing Authority will 

conduct the hearing within twenty (20) days after the 
date the request is filed. 

 
B. Notice of Hearing  Notice of the hearing shall be 

provided to the requestor by personal service or 
certified mail, return receipt requested, before the 
10th day before the hearing, in the same manner as 
provided in Section 16.04(E)(2) and (3). 

 
 
Section 17.06 Liens and Collection of Expenses 
 
 If the City incurs expenses under Section 17.01, the 
City may assess the expenses on and place a lien against the 
land on which the building is located, in accordance with 
this Chapter. 
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 Further, Article XVIII, Performance of Work and 
Recovery of Cost, is hereby amended so that hereafter said 
article shall be and read as follows: 
 

ARTICLE XVIII 
 

PERFORMANCE OF WORK AND RECOVERY OF COST 
 
 
Section 18.01 General Procedure 
 
 When any work to repair, remove, secure, vacate, or 
demolish is to be done pursuant to this code, the 
Administrator shall cause the work to be accomplished by 
City personnel or by private contract under the direction of 
the Administrator, or he may employ such architectural, 
engineering, or other specialized assistance on a contract 
basis as reasonably necessary. 
 
 
Section 18.02 Account of Expense, Filing of Report:  Con-

tents 
 
 The Administrator shall keep an itemized account of the 
expense incurred by this jurisdiction for the work to 
repair, remove, secure, vacate or to demolish any building 
pursuant to the provisions of this Chapter.  Upon the 
completion of the work, the Administrator shall prepare a 
report specifying the work done, the itemized and total cost 
of the work, a description of the real property upon which 
the building or structure is or was located and the names 
and addresses of the persons entitled to notice. 
 
 
Section 18.03 Report Transmitted to Hearing Authority - Set 

for Hearing 
 
 Upon completion of the expense report, the 
Administrator shall present it to the Hearing Authority for 
consideration.  The Hearing Authority shall fix a time, date 
and place for hearing the report, and any protests or 
objections.  The Administrator shall cause notice of said 
hearing to be posted upon the property involved, published 
once in a newspaper of general circulation in the City and 
served by certified mail, postage prepaid, addressed to the 
owner of the property as his name and address appear on the 
last assessment roll of the county, if such so appear, or as 
known to the Administrator.  Such notice shall be given at 
least ten (10) days prior to the date set for hearing and 
shall specify the day, hour and place when the Hearing 
Authority will hear and pass upon the Administrator's 
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report, together with any objections or protests which may 
be filed as hereinafter provided by any person interested in 
or affected by the proposed charge. 
 
 
Section 18.04 Protests and Objections - How Made 
 
 Any person interested in or affected by the proposed 
report may file written protests or objections with the 
Administrator at any time prior to the time set for the 
hearing on the report of the Administrator.  Each such 
protest or objection must contain a description of the 
property in which the signer thereof is interested and the 
grounds of each such protest or objection.  The 
Administrator shall endorse on every such protest or 
objection the date it was received.  He shall present such 
protests or objections to the Hearing Authority at the time 
set for the hearing, and no other protests or objections 
shall be considered. 
 
 
Section 18.05 Hearing of Protests 
 
 Upon the day and hour fixed for the hearing, the 
Hearing Authority shall hear and pass upon the report of the 
Administrator together with any such objections or protests.  
The Hearing Authority may make such revision, correction or 
modification in the report or the charge as it may deem 
just; and when the Hearing Authority is satisfied with the 
correctness of the charge, the report (as submitted or as 
revised, corrected or modified) together with the charge, 
shall be confirmed or rejected.  The decision of the Hearing 
Authority, on the report and the charge and on all protests 
or objections, shall be final and conclusive, subject to 
appeal no later than thirty (30) days after the report is 
adopted or revised by the Hearing Authority. 
 
 
Section 18.06 Assessment 
 
A. General.  The Hearing Authority may thereupon assess 

said charge against the property involved. 
 
B. Assessment.  If the Hearing Authority orders that the 

charge shall be assessed against the property, it shall 
confirm the charge, cause the same to be recorded and 
thereafter, said assessment shall constitute an 
assessment against and a lien upon the property. 

 
Section 18.07 Contest 
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 The validity of any assessment made under the 
provisions of this Article shall not be contested in any 
action or proceeding unless the same is commenced within 
thirty (30) days after the assessment is placed upon the 
property as provided herein.  Any appeal from a final 
judgment in such action or proceeding must be perfected 
within thirty (30) days after the entry of such order by the 
Hearing Authority. 
 
 
Section 18.08 Authority for Installation Payment of Assess-

ments with Interest 
 
 The Hearing Authority, in its discretion, may determine 
that assessments in amounts of $500.00 or more shall be 
payable in not to exceed five (5) equal annual installments.  
The Hearing Authority determination to allow payment of such 
assessments in installments, the number of installments, 
whether they shall bear interest and the rate thereof shall 
be by order adopted prior to, or at the same time as the 
confirmation of the assessment. 
 
 
Section 18.09 Lien of Assessment 
 
A. Priority.  Immediately upon its recording, the 

assessment shall be deemed to be complete, the amount 
assessed shall be payable, and the assessments shall be 
liens against the lots or parcels of land assessed, 
respectively.  The lien shall be subordinate to all 
existing assessment liens previously imposed upon the 
same property and shall be paramount to all other liens 
except for state, county and municipal taxes, with 
which it shall be upon a parity.  The lien shall 
continue until the assessment and all interest due and 
payable thereon are paid. 

 
B. Interest.  All such assessments remaining unpaid after 

thirty (30) days from the date of recording shall 
become delinquent and shall bear interest at the rate 
of ten percent (10%) per annum or as allowed by law 
from and after said date. 

 
C. A lien under this chapter is extinguished when the 

property owner or other person with an interest in the 
legal title to the land pays the City the balance due 
in full.  At the time of sale of properties with the 
aforementioned lien, the lien shall be released without 
payment if the purchaser’s family income meets the 
current Department of Housing and Urban Development Low 
or Moderate Income Requirements for the Fort Worth-
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Arlington Primary Metropolitan Statistical Area in 
accordance with federal law. 

 
D. At the time of sale of properties with the 

aforementioned lien, the lien may be assumed if the 
purchaser is a 26 U.S.C.A. §501(c)(3) not-for-profit 
entity with the principal office located in Tarrant 
County, Texas, the primary purpose of which is 
constructing or rehabilitating single family homes for 
people who meet the current Department of Housing and 
Urban Development Low or Moderate Income Requirements 
for the Fort Worth-Arlington Primary Metropolitan 
Statistical Area in accordance with federal law. 

 
 

2. 
 
 Any person, firm, corporation, agent or employee 
thereof who violates any of the provisions of this ordinance 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 
shall be fined an amount not to exceed Two Thousand and 
No/100 Dollars ($2000) for each offense.  Each day that a 
violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a separate 
offense. 
 

3. 
 
 This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be 
cumulative of all other ordinances of the City of Arlington, 
and this ordinance shall not operate to repeal or affect any 
of such other ordinances except insofar as the provisions 
thereof might be inconsistent or in conflict with the 
provisions of this ordinance, in which event such 
conflicting provisions, if any, in such other ordinance or 
ordinances are hereby repealed. 
 

4. 
 
 If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase 
of this ordinance is for any reason held to be 
unconstitutional, such holding shall not affect the validity 
of the remaining portions of this ordinance. 
 

5. 
 
 All of the regulations provided in this ordinance are 
hereby declared to be governmental and for the health, 
safety and welfare of the general public.  Any member of the 
City Council or any City official or employee charged with 
the enforcement of this ordinance, acting for the City of 
Arlington in the discharge of his/her duties, shall not 
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thereby render himself/herself personally liable; and he/she 
is hereby relieved from all personal liability for any 
damage that might accrue to persons or property as a result 
of any act required or permitted in the discharge of his/her 
said duties. 
 

6. 
 
 Any violation of this ordinance can be enjoined by a 
suit filed in the name of the City of Arlington in a court 
of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in 
addition to any penal provision in this ordinance or in the 
Code of the City of Arlington. 
 

7. 
 
 The caption of this ordinance shall be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the City of Arlington, 
in compliance with the provisions of Article VII, Section 
15, of the City Charter.  Further, this ordinance may be 
published in pamphlet form and shall be admissible in such 
form in any court, as provided by law. 
 

8. 
 
 This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days 
after first publication as described above. 
 
 
PRESENTED AND GIVEN FIRST READING on the 6th day of January, 
2004, at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City 
of Arlington, Texas; and GIVEN SECOND READING, passed and 
approved on the 13th day of January, 2004, by a vote of 9 
ayes and 0 nays at a regular meeting of the City Council of 
the City of Arlington, Texas. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 04-042 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 
“CONSTRUCTION” CHAPTER OF THE CODE OF THE 
CITY OF ARLINGTON, TEXAS, 1987, THROUGH THE 
AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE II, ENTITLED BUILDING 
CODE BOARD OF APPEALS, AT SECTION 2.01, 
APPOINTMENT; AT SECTION 2.02, TERM OF 
OFFICE; AT SECTION 2.03, QUORUM, RELATIVE TO 
THE APPOINTMENT OF BOARD MEMBERS; 
PROVIDING FOR A FINE OF UP TO $2,000 FOR EACH 
VIOLATION OF THIS ORDINANCE; PROVIDING THIS 
ORDINANCE BE CUMULATIVE; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR GOVERNMENTAL 
IMMUNITY; PROVIDING FOR INJUNCTIONS; 
PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION AND BECOMING 
EFFECTIVE TEN DAYS AFTER FIRST PUBLICATION 
 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARLINGTON, 
TEXAS: 

1. 
 

 That the “Construction” Chapter of the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 
1987, is hereby amended through the amendment of Article II, Building Code Board of 
Appeals, by the amendment of Section 2.01, Appointment, so that said section shall be 
and read as follows: 
 
Section 2.01 Appointment 
 

There is hereby established a Board to be called the Building Code Board of 
Appeals (hereinafter called "the Board"), which shall consist of nine (9) members who 
are residents of the City of Arlington.  Such Board shall be composed of one (1) 
architect, one (1) general contractor or engineer, one (1) member with experience in the 
area of fire protection and fire safety, and the remaining members shall be selected at 
large from the building industry.  The Mayor and each City Council member shall 
nominate a member with confirmation by majority vote of the City Council in accordance 
with the City of Arlington Boards and Commissions Policy Statement. 
 

Further, Article II is hereby amended by the amendment of Section 2.02, Term of 
Office, so that said section shall be and read as follows: 
 
Section 2.02 Term of Office 
 

Place numbers shall be assigned to each member of the Board.  The term of office 
for Board members shall be for two (2) years.  Vacancies shall be filled for an unexpired 
term in the same manner as the original appointments.  Continued absence of any 



member from regular meetings of the Board shall, at the discretion of the City Council, 
render any such member liable to immediate removal from office.  Members shall serve 
at the will and pleasure of the City Council. 
 
 

Further, Article II is hereby amended by the amendment of Section 2.03, 
Quorum, so that said section shall be and read as follows: 
 
Section 2.03 Quorum 
 

Five (5) members of the Board shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of 
business.  A simple majority of members present shall be required to vary the application 
of any provision of this Building Code or to modify any order of the Building Official. 
 

2. 
 
 Any person, firm, corporation, agent or employee thereof who violates any of the 
provisions of this ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 
shall be fined an amount not to exceed Two Thousand and No/100 Dollars ($2000) for 
each offense.  Each day that a violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a separate 
offense. 

 
3. 

 
 This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be cumulative of all other 
ordinances of the City of Arlington, and this ordinance shall not operate to repeal or 
affect any of such other ordinances except insofar as the provisions thereof might be 
inconsistent or in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance, in which event such 
conflicting provisions, if any, in such other ordinance or ordinances are hereby repealed. 
 

4. 
 
 If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is for any 
reason held to be unconstitutional, such holding shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this ordinance. 
 

5. 
 
 All of the regulations provided in this ordinance are hereby declared to be 
governmental and for the health, safety and welfare of the general public.  Any member 
of the City Council or any City official or employee charged with the enforcement of this 
ordinance, acting for the City of Arlington in the discharge of his/her duties, shall not 
thereby render himself/herself personally liable; and he/she is hereby relieved from all 
personal liability for any damage that might accrue to persons or property as a result of 
any act required or permitted in the discharge of his/her said duties. 
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6. 

 
 Any violation of this ordinance can be enjoined by a suit filed in the name of the 
City of Arlington in a court of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in 
addition to any penal provision in this ordinance or in the Code of the City of Arlington. 
 

7. 
 
 The caption and penalty clause of this ordinance shall be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the City of Arlington, in compliance with the 
provisions of Article VII, Section 15, of the City Charter.  Further, this ordinance may be 
published in pamphlet form and shall be admissible in such form in any court, as 
provided by law. 
 

8. 
 
 This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days after first publication as 
described above. 
 
PRESENTED AND GIVEN FIRST READING on the 27th day of April, 2004, at a 
regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Arlington, Texas; and GIVEN 
SECOND READING, passed and approved on the 11th day of May, 2004, by a vote of 8 
ayes and 1 nays at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Arlington, Texas. 
 

(3) 



ORDINANCE NO. 04-075 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE "CONSTRUCTION" 
CHAPTER OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 
ARLINGTON, TEXAS, 1987, THROUGH THE 
AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE I, BUILDING CODE, 
SECTION 1.04, AMENDMENTS, ADDITIONS AND 
DELETIONS, SUBSECTION (D)(69), RELATIVE 
TO SWIMMING POOLS, SPAS AND HOT TUBS; 
THROUGH THE AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE IV, 
REGISTRATION, PERMITS AND INSPECTIONS, 
SECTION 4.14, CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY, 
RELATIVE TO DISCONNECTION OF ELECTRICAL 
SERVICE; PROVIDING FOR A FINE OF UP TO 
$2000 FOR EACH OFFENSE IN VIOLATION OF 
THE ORDINANCE; PROVIDING THIS ORDINANCE 
BE CUMULATIVE; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR GOVERNMENTAL 
IMMUNITY; PROVIDING FOR INJUNCTIONS; 
PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION AND BECOMING 
EFFECTIVE TEN DAYS AFTER FIRST 
PUBLICATION 

 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARLINGTON, 
TEXAS: 

1. 
 
 That the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the City 
of Arlington, Texas, 1987, is hereby amended through the 
amendment of Article I, Building Code, Section 1.04, 
Amendments, Additions and Deletions, Subsection (D)(69), so 
that hereafter said subsection shall be and read as follows: 
 

(69) The amendment of I.R.C. Appendix G, entitled 
Swimming Pools, Spas and Hot Tubs, to read as 
follows:  

 
APPENDIX G 

SWIMMING POOLS, SPAS AND HOT TUBS 
 

SECTION AG 101 
GENERAL 

 
AG 101.1 General. The provisions of this appendix shall 
control the design and construction of swimming pools, 
spas and hot tubs installed in or on the lot of a one- 
and two-family dwelling. 
 

SECTION AG 102 



PERMITS AND INSPECTIONS 
 
AG 102.1 Permit Required.  A permit shall be required 
to construct and/or erect a swimming pool.  A permit 
may only be issued to a registrant as set out in 
Article IV of the Construction Chapter. 
 
AG 102.2  Submittal required.  An application for a 
permit to construct and/or erect a swimming pool shall 
be accompanied by the following: 
 
1. Two (2) site plans indicating the location of the 

proposed swimming pool and the associated swimming 
pool decks on the lot that have been stamped by the 
electrical service provider, 

2. Lot grading plans, including surface drain inlets 
and discharges, for both before and after 
construction, 

3. The plans for pool barrier compliance, and 
4. Any additional information that may be required by 

the Building Official. 
 
AG 102.3 Inspection required.  After an application for 
a permit to construct and/or erect a swimming pool has 
been issued in accordance with Article IV of the 
Construction Chapter, the following inspections are 
required as a minimum as applicable: 
 
1. Belly steel inspection, 
2. Electrical bonding inspection, 
3. Underground electrical inspection, 
4. Underground plumbing and gas piping inspection, 

and 
5. Final inspection to include verification of 

swimming pool barrier compliance (prior to 
plastering the swimming pool). 

 
AG 102.4  Lot grading and surface drainage.  The 
construction and/or erection of a swimming pool may not 
alter the lot grading or drainage patterns intended by 
the lot’s approved grading plan and/or the 
subdivision’s approved grading and drainage plans.  The 
point of discharge of collected surface drains and rain 
gutters may not exit onto adjacent properties as a 
concentrated point of discharge. 
 
AG 102.5  It shall be unlawful for the registrant to 
permit or cause the swimming pool to be filled with 
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water before the existence of a lawful swimming pool 
barrier is inspected and approved. 
 

SECTION AG 103 
DEFINITIONS 

 
AG 103.1 General. For the purposes of these 
requirements, the terms used shall be defined as 
follows and as set forth in Chapter 2. 
 
ABOVE-GROUND/ON-GROUND POOL. See "Swimming pool." 
 
BARRIER. A fence, wall, building wall or combination 
thereof which completely surrounds the swimming pool 
and obstructs access to the swimming pool. 
 
HOT TUB. See "Swimming pool."  
 
IN-GROUND POOL. See "Swimming pool." 
 
POOL DECK.  A flat walking surface consisting of wood, 
stone, brick, concrete or other similar material 
located within 5 feet (1524 mm) of the water’s edge of 
a swimming pool.  
 
RESIDENTIAL. That which is situated on the premises of 
a detached one- or two-family dwelling or a one-family 
townhouse not more than three stories in height. 
 
SELF-CLOSING GATE.  A gate which closes or shuts 
automatically without the aid of human, electrical, 
solar or battery power after being opened. 
 
SELF-CLOSING AND SELF-LATCHING DEVICE.  A device that 
causes a gate to automatically close and latch without 
human, electrical, solar or battery power. 
 
SPA, NONPORTABLE.  See "Swimming pool." 
 
SPA, PORTABLE.  A nonpermanent structure intended for 
recreational bathing, in which all controls, water-
heating and water-circulating equipment are an integral 
part of the product. 
 
SWIMMING POOL. Any structure intended for swimming or 
recreational bathing that contains water over 24 inches 
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(610 mm) deep.  This includes in-ground, above-ground 
and on-ground swimming pools, hot tubs and spas. 
 
SWIMMING POOL, INDOOR.  A swimming pool which is 
totally contained within a structure and surrounded on 
all four sides by walls of said structure. 
 
SWIMMING POOL, OUTDOOR.  Any swimming pool which is not 
an indoor pool. 
 

SECTION AG 104 
SWIMMING POOLS 

 
AG 104.1  In-ground pools.  In-ground pools shall be 
designed and constructed in conformance with ANSI/NSPI-
5 as listed in Section AG108. 
 
AG 104.2  Above-ground and on-ground pools.  Above-
ground and on-ground pools shall be designed and 
constructed in conformance with ANSI/NSPI-4 as listed 
in Section AG108. 
 

SECTION AG 105 
SPAS AND HOT TUBS 

 
AG 105.1 Permanently installed spas and hot tubs.  
Permanently installed spas and hot tubs shall be 
designed and constructed in conformance with ANSI/NSPI-
3 as listed in Section AG 108. 
 
AG 105.2 Portable spas and hot tubs. Portable spas and 
hot tubs shall be designed and constructed in 
conformance with ANSI/NSPI-6 as listed in Section 
AG108. 
 

SECTION AG 106 
BARRIER REQUIREMENTS 

 
AG 106.1 Application.  The provisions of this chapter 
shall control the design of barriers for residential 
swimming pools, spas and hot tubs.  These design 
controls are intended to provide protection against 
potential drownings and near-drownings by restricting 
access to swimming pools, spas and hot tubs. 
 
AG 106.2 Outdoor swimming pool.  An outdoor swimming 
pool, including an in-ground, above-ground or on-ground 
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pool, hot tub or spa shall be provided with a barrier 
which shall comply with the following: 
 
1. The top of the barrier shall be at least 48 inches 

(1219 mm) above grade measured on the side of the 
barrier which faces away from the swimming pool. 
The maximum vertical clearance between grade and 
the bottom of the barrier shall be 2 inches (51 mm) 
measured on the side of the barrier which faces 
away from the swimming pool. Where the top of the 
pool structure is above grade, such as an above-
ground pool, the barrier may be at ground level, 
such as the pool structure, or mounted on top of 
the pool structure. Where the barrier is mounted on 
top of the pool structure, the maximum vertical 
clearance between the top of the pool structure and 
the bottom of the barrier shall be 4 inches (102 
mm). 

2. Openings in the barrier shall not allow passage of 
a 4-inch-diameter (102 mm) sphere. 

3. Solid barriers which do not have openings, such as 
a masonry or stone wall, shall not contain 
indentations or protrusions except for normal 
construction tolerances and tooled masonry joints. 

4. Where the barrier is composed of horizontal and 
vertical members and the distance between the tops 
of the horizontal members is less than 45 inches 
(1143 mm), the horizontal members shall be located 
on the swimming pool side of the fence. Spacing 
between vertical members shall not exceed 1.75 
inches (44 mm) in width. Where there are decorative 
cutouts within vertical members, spacing within the 
cutouts shall not exceed 1.75 inches (44 mm) in 
width. 

 EXCEPTION:  When the horizontal members are part of 
a fence that is at least 6 feet (1829 mm) in 
height, the horizontal members need not be on the 
pool side of the barrier. 

5. Where the barrier is composed of horizontal and 
vertical members and the distance between the tops 
of the horizontal members is 45 inches (1143 mm) or 
more, spacing between vertical members shall not 
exceed 4 inches (102 mm). Where there are 
decorative cutouts within vertical members, spacing 
within the cutouts shall not exceed 1.75 inches (44 
mm) in width. 

6. Maximum mesh size for chain link fences shall be a 
1.25-inch (32 mm) square unless the fence is 
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provided with slats fastened at the top or the 
bottom which reduce the openings to not more than 
1.75 inches (44 mm). 

7. Where the barrier is composed of diagonal members, 
such as a lattice fence, the maximum opening formed 
by the diagonal members shall not be more than 1.75 
inches (44 mm). 

8. Access gates shall comply with the requirements of 
Section AG 106.2, Items 1 through 7, and shall be 
equipped to accommodate a locking device. 
Pedestrian access gates shall open outward away 
from the pool and shall be self-closing and have a 
self-latching device. Gates other than pedestrian 
access gates shall have a self-latching device. 
Where the release mechanism of the self-latching 
device is located less than 54 inches (1372 mm) 
from the bottom of the gate, the release mechanism 
and openings shall comply with the following: 
8.1. The release mechanism shall be located on the 

pool side of the gate at least 3 inches (76 
mm) below the top of the gate, and 

8.2. The gate and barrier shall have no opening 
greater than 0.5 inch (12.7 mm) within 18 
inches (457 mm) of the release mechanism. 

8.3. Driveway access gates across a paved or 
improved surface intended for regular vehicle 
access shall not be located in a swimming pool 
barrier.  

9. Where a wall of a dwelling serves as part of the 
barrier one of the following conditions shall be 
met: 
9.1. All doors with direct access to the pool 

through that wall shall be equipped with an 
alarm which produces an audible warning when 
the door and its screen, if present, are 
opened. The alarm shall sound continuously for 
a minimum of 30 seconds immediately after the 
door is opened and be capable of being heard 
throughout the house during normal household 
activities. The alarm shall automatically 
reset under all conditions. The alarm system 
shall be equipped with a manual means, such as 
touchpad or switch, to temporarily deactivate 
the alarm for a single opening. Such 
deactivation shall last for not more than 15 
seconds. The deactivation switch(es) shall be 
located at least 54 inches (1372 mm) above the 
threshold of the door; or 
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9.2. Other means of protection, such as self-
closing doors with self-latching devices, 
which are approved by the governing body, 
shall be acceptable so long as the degree of 
protection afforded is not less than the 
protection afforded by Item 9.1 described 
above. 

10. Where an above-ground pool structure is used as a 
barrier or where the barrier is mounted on top of 
the pool structure and the means of access is a 
ladder or steps, then: 
10.1. The ladder or steps shall be capable of being 

secured, locked or removed to prevent access, 
or 

10.2. The ladder or steps shall be surrounded by a 
barrier which meets the requirements of 
Section AG 106.2, Items 1 through 9. When the 
ladder or steps are secured, locked or 
removed, any opening created shall not allow 
the passage of a 4-inch-diameter (102 mm) 
sphere.  

 
AG 106.3 Indoor swimming pool.  All walls surrounding 
an indoor swimming pool shall comply with Section AG 
106.2, Item 9. 
 
AG 106.4 Prohibited locations.  Barriers shall be 
located so as to prohibit permanent structures, 
equipment or similar objects from being used to climb 
the barriers. 
 
AG 106.5 Barrier exceptions.  Spas or hot tubs with a 
safety cover which complies with ASTM F 1346, as 
listed in Section AG 108, shall be exempt from the 
provisions of this appendix. 
 

SECTION AG 107 
ABBREVIATIONS 

 
AG 107.1 General. 
 
ANSI-American National Standards Institute, 11 West 
42nd Street, New York, NY 10036 
 
ASTM-American Society for Testing and Materials, 1916 
Race Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103 
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NSPI-National Spa and Pool Institute, 2111 Eisenhower 
Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22314 
 

SECTION AG 108 
STANDARDS 

 
AG 108.1 General. 
 
ANSI/NSPI 
 
ANSI/NSPI-3 Standard for Permanently Installed 
Residential Spas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . AG 104.1 
 
ANSI/NSPI-4 Standard for Above-ground/On-ground 
Residential Swimming Pools. . . . . . . . . . .AG 103.2 
 
ANSI/NSPI-5 Standard for Residential In-ground Swimming 
Pools. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . AG 103.1 
 
ANSI/NSPI-6 Standard for Residential Portable Spas. . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .AG l04.2 
 
 
ASTM 
 
ASTM F 1346-91 Standard Performance Specifications for 
Safety Covers and Labeling Requirements for All Covers 
for Swimming Pools, Spas and Hot Tubs. . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . AG 105.2, AG l05.5 

 
 

Further, Article IV, Registration, Permits and 
Inspections, is hereby amended by the amendment of Section 
4.14, Certificate of Occupancy, Subsection (F), so that said 
subsection shall be and read as follows: 
 
F. Revocation.  The Building Official may, in writing, 

suspend or revoke a Certificate of Occupancy issued 
under the provisions of this Code whenever the 
certificate is issued in error, or on the basis of 
incorrect information supplied, or when it is 
determined that the building or structure or portion 
thereof is in violation of any ordinance or regulation 
or any provision of this Code.  Upon suspension or 
revocation of a Certificate of Occupancy, the Building 
Official shall have the authority to disconnect, or to 
order the electricity supply agency to disconnect, all 
electric service to any premises affected by the 
revoked or suspended Certificate of Occupancy. 
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2. 

 
 Any person, firm, corporation, agent or employee 
thereof who violates any of the provisions of this ordinance 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 
shall be fined an amount not to exceed Two Thousand and 
No/100 Dollars ($2000) for each offense.  Each day that a 
violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a separate 
offense. 
 

3. 
 
 This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be 
cumulative of all other ordinances of the City of Arlington, 
and this ordinance shall not operate to repeal or affect any 
of such other ordinances except insofar as the provisions 
thereof might be inconsistent or in conflict with the 
provisions of this ordinance, in which event such 
conflicting provisions, if any, in such other ordinance or 
ordinances are hereby repealed. 
 

4. 
 
 If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase 
of this ordinance is for any reason held to be 
unconstitutional, such holding shall not affect the validity 
of the remaining portions of this ordinance. 
 

5. 
 
 All of the regulations provided in this ordinance are 
hereby declared to be governmental and for the health, 
safety and welfare of the general public.  Any member of the 
City Council or any City official or employee charged with 
the enforcement of this ordinance, acting for the City of 
Arlington in the discharge of his/her duties, shall not 
thereby render himself/herself personally liable; and he/she 
is hereby relieved from all personal liability for any 
damage that might accrue to persons or property as a result 
of any act required or permitted in the discharge of his/her 
said duties. 
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6. 
 
 Any violation of this ordinance can be enjoined by a 
suit filed in the name of the City of Arlington in a court 
of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in 
addition to any penal provision in this ordinance or in the 
Code of the City of Arlington. 
 

7. 
 
 The caption of this ordinance shall be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the City of Arlington, 
in compliance with the provisions of Article VII, Section 
15, of the City Charter.  Further, this ordinance may be 
published in pamphlet form and shall be admissible in such 
form in any court, as provided by law. 
 

8. 
 
 This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days 
after first publication as described above. 
 
 
PRESENTED AND GIVEN FIRST READING on the 27th day of July, 
2004, at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City 
of Arlington, Texas; and GIVEN SECOND READING, passed and 
approved on the 10th day of August, 2004, by a vote of 9 
ayes and 0 nays at a regular meeting of the City Council of 
the City of Arlington, Texas. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 04-086 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE "CONSTRUCTION" 
CHAPTER OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 
ARLINGTON, TEXAS, 1987, THROUGH THE 
AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE IV, REGISTRATION, 
PERMITS AND INSPECTIONS, BY THE AMENDMENT 
OF SECTION 4.07, EXPIRATION OF PERMIT, 
RELATIVE TO A FEE FOR EXTENSION OF AN 
UNEXPIRED PERMIT; SECTION 4.10, PLAN 
REVIEW FEES, RELATIVE TO PLAN REVIEW 
FEES; SECTION 4.11, EXPIRATION OF 
APPLICATION AND PLAN REVIEW, RELATIVE TO 
EXTENSION OF AN APPLICATION; SECTION 
4.12, REFUNDS, RELATIVE TO REFUNDS OF 
BUILDING PERMIT FEES; PROVIDING FOR A 
FINE OF UP TO $2000 FOR EACH OFFENSE IN 
VIOLATION OF THE ORDINANCE; PROVIDING 
THIS ORDINANCE BE CUMULATIVE; PROVIDING 
FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR 
GOVERNMENTAL IMMUNITY; PROVIDING FOR 
INJUNCTIONS; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION 
AND BECOMING EFFECTIVE TEN DAYS AFTER 
FIRST PUBLICATION 

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARLINGTON, 
TEXAS: 

1. 
 
 That the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the City 
of Arlington, Texas, 1987, is hereby amended through the 
amendment of Article IV, Registration, Permits and 
Inspections, Section 4.07, Expiration of Permit, so that 
hereafter said section shall be and read as follows: 
 
Section 4.07 Expiration of Permit 
 
 Every permit issued by the Building Official under the 
provisions of this Building Code shall expire by limitation 
of time and become null and void if the building or work 
authorized by such permit is not commenced within one 
hundred twenty (120) days from the date of such permit, or 
if the building or work authorized by such permit is 
suspended or abandoned for a period of one hundred twenty 
(120) days at any time after the work is commenced.  Before 
such work can be recommenced, a new permit shall be first 
obtained. 
 
 Any permittee holding an unexpired permit may apply in 
writing for an extension of the time within which work may 
commence under that permit when the permittee is unable to 
commence work within the time required for good and 



satisfactory reasons.  The Building Official may extend the 
time for action by the permittee for a period not exceeding 
one hundred eighty (180) days.  The permittee shall pay a 
fee for the extension of an unexpired permit.  No permit 
shall be extended more than once. 
 
 
 Further, Article IV, Section 4.10, Plan Review Fees, is 
hereby amended so that hereafter said section shall be and 
read as follows: 
 
Section 4.10 Plan Review Fees 
 
 When issuance of a permit depends on review and 
acceptance of drawings depicting the proposed work, a plan 
review fee shall be paid at the time of submitting the 
drawings for review.  The plan review fee shall be 
nonrefundable.  The building permit application shall not be 
received until the plan review fee is paid. The plan review 
fee shall be set from time to time by resolution of the City 
Council of the City of Arlington. 
 
 
 Further, Article IV, Section 4.11, Expiration of 
Application and Plan Review, is hereby amended so that 
hereafter said section shall be and read as follows: 
 
Section 4.11 Expiration of Application and Plan Review 
 
 An application for which no permit is issued within one 
hundred eighty (180) days following the date of application 
may be voided due to limitation of time, and plans submitted 
for review may thereafter be returned to the applicant or 
destroyed by the Building Official.  The Building Official 
may extend the time for action on the application due to 
circumstances beyond the control of the applicant which have 
prevented action from being taken.  The application may be 
extended for an additional 180 days upon a request in 
writing submitted to the Building Official.  The application 
may be extended upon approval by the Building Official and 
payment of the extension fee.  An expired application may 
only be reactivated by the filing of a new application, 
including plans and fees.  An applicant's written request 
for voluntary withdrawal of the application shall be deemed 
to be the same as an expiration of the application. 
 
 
 Further, Article IV, Section 4.12, Refunds, is hereby 
amended so that hereafter said section shall be and read as 
follows: 
 
Section 4.12 Refunds 
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 There shall be no refund of any plans review fee.  A 
building permit fee may be refunded only upon the following: 
 
A. When a permit has been issued and no part of the work 

has commenced, a refund of 50% may be authorized.  The 
refund shall be reduced by any applicable service 
charges; 

 
B. When the permit has been issued through an error on the 

part of the City of Arlington and it is found that the 
work applied for cannot be allowed, the refund shall be 
made in full; 

 
C. Service charges for refunds shall not exceed the origi-

nal permit fees; and 
 
D. When the refund is requested within 90 days of payment. 
 
 

2. 
 
 Any person, firm, corporation, agent or employee 
thereof who violates any of the provisions of this ordinance 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 
shall be fined an amount not to exceed Two Thousand and 
No/100 Dollars ($2000) for each offense.  Each day that a 
violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a separate 
offense. 
 

3. 
 
 This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be 
cumulative of all other ordinances of the City of Arlington, 
and this ordinance shall not operate to repeal or affect any 
of such other ordinances except insofar as the provisions 
thereof might be inconsistent or in conflict with the 
provisions of this ordinance, in which event such 
conflicting provisions, if any, in such other ordinance or 
ordinances are hereby repealed. 
 

4. 
 
 If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase 
of this ordinance is for any reason held to be 
unconstitutional, such holding shall not affect the validity 
of the remaining portions of this ordinance. 

5. 
 
 All of the regulations provided in this ordinance are 
hereby declared to be governmental and for the health, 
safety and welfare of the general public.  Any member of the 
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City Council or any City official or employee charged with 
the enforcement of this ordinance, acting for the City of 
Arlington in the discharge of his/her duties, shall not 
thereby render himself/herself personally liable; and he/she 
is hereby relieved from all personal liability for any 
damage that might accrue to persons or property as a result 
of any act required or permitted in the discharge of his/her 
said duties. 
 

6. 
 
 Any violation of this ordinance can be enjoined by a 
suit filed in the name of the City of Arlington in a court 
of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in 
addition to any penal provision in this ordinance or in the 
Code of the City of Arlington. 
 

7. 
 
 The caption of this ordinance shall be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the City of Arlington, 
in compliance with the provisions of Article VII, Section 
15, of the City Charter.  Further, this ordinance may be 
published in pamphlet form and shall be admissible in such 
form in any court, as provided by law. 
 

8. 
 
 This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days 
after first publication as described above. 
 
 
PRESENTED AND GIVEN FIRST READING on the 14th day of 
September, 2004, at a regular meeting of the City Council of 
the City of Arlington, Texas; and GIVEN SECOND READING, 
passed and approved on the 21st day of September, 2004, by a 
vote of 7 ayes and 0 nays at a regular meeting of the City 
Council of the City of Arlington, Texas. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 05-015 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE "CONSTRUCTION" 
CHAPTER OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 
ARLINGTON, TEXAS, 1987, THROUGH THE 
AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE I, ENTITLED BUILDING 
CODE, BY THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 1.04, 
AMENDMENTS, ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS, 
SUBSECTION (D), BY THE ADDITION OF A NEW 
SUBSECTION (61) AND RENUMBERING THE 
REMAINING SUBSECTIONS; PROVIDING FOR A 
FINE OF UP TO $2000 FOR EACH OFFENSE IN 
VIOLATION OF THE ORDINANCE; PROVIDING 
THIS ORDINANCE BE CUMULATIVE; PROVIDING 
FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR 
GOVERNMENTAL IMMUNITY; PROVIDING FOR 
INJUNCTIONS; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION 
AND BECOMING EFFECTIVE MARCH 4, 2005 
 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
ARLINGTON, TEXAS: 

1. 
 
 That the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the 
City of Arlington, Texas, 1987, is hereby amended through 
the amendment of Article I, Building Code, by the amendment 
of Section 1.04, Amendments, Additions and Deletions, 
Subsection (D), by the addition of a new subsection (61) 
and renumbering the remaining subsection so that hereafter 
said subsection shall be and read as follows: 
 

(61) The amendment of I.R.C. Section P2902.4.3, Lawn 
irrigation systems, to read as follows: 

 
 P2902.4.3 Lawn irrigation systems.  The potable 

water supply to lawn irrigation systems shall be 
protected against backflow by an atmospheric-type 
vacuum breaker, a pressure-type vacuum breaker or 
a reduced pressure principle backflow preventer.  
A valve shall not be installed downstream from an 
atmospheric vacuum breaker.  All devices shall be 
installed in accordance with the manufacturer’s 
installation instructions.  All lawn irrigation 
systems shall be equipped with rain and freeze 
sensors in accordance with the Water Chapter of 
the Code of the City of Arlington. 

 



2. 
 
 Any person, firm, corporation, agent or employee 
thereof who violates any of the provisions of this 
ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon 
conviction thereof shall be fined an amount not to exceed 
Two Thousand ($2000) Dollars for each offense.  Each day 
that a violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a 
separate offense. 
 

3. 
 
 This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be 
cumulative of all other ordinances of the City of 
Arlington, and this ordinance shall not operate to repeal 
or affect any of such other ordinances except insofar as 
the provisions thereof might be inconsistent or in conflict 
with the provisions of this ordinance, in which event such 
conflicting provisions, if any, in such other ordinance or 
ordinances are hereby repealed. 

 
4. 
 

 If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase 
of this ordinance is for any reason held to be 
unconstitutional, such holding shall not affect the 
validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance. 
 

5. 
 

 All of the regulations provided in this ordinance are 
hereby declared to be governmental and for the health, 
safety and welfare of the general public.  Any member of 
the City Council or any City official or employee charged 
with the enforcement of this ordinance, acting for the City 
of Arlington in the discharge of his/her duties, shall not 
thereby render himself/herself personally liable; and 
he/she is hereby relieved from all personal liability for 
any damage that might accrue to persons or property as a 
result of any act required or permitted in the discharge of 
his/her said duties. 
 

6. 
 
 Any violation of this ordinance can be enjoined by a 
suit filed in the name of the City of Arlington in a court 
of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in 
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addition to any penal provision in this ordinance or in the 
Code of the City of Arlington. 
 

7. 
 

 The caption of this ordinance shall be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the City of Arlington, 
in compliance with the provisions of Article VII, Section 
15, of the City Charter.  Further, this ordinance may be 
published in pamphlet form and shall be admissible in such 
form in any court, as provided by law. 
 

8. 
 

 This ordinance shall become effective March 4, 2005. 
 
 
PRESENTED AND GIVEN FIRST READING on the 8th day of 
February, 2005, at a regular meeting of the City Council of 
the City of Arlington, Texas; and GIVEN SECOND READING, 
passed and approved on the 22nd day of February, 2005, by a 
vote of 9 ayes and 0 nays at a regular meeting of the City 
Council of the City of Arlington, Texas. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 05-060 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE "CONSTRUCTION" 
CHAPTER OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 
ARLINGTON, TEXAS, 1987, THROUGH THE 
AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE IV, ENTITLED 
REGISTRATION, PERMITS AND INSPECTIONS, BY 
THE AMENDMENT OF SECTION 4.05, BUILDING 
PERMITS ISSUED, SUBSECTION (A), BY THE 
ADDITION OF AN EXCEPTION RELATIVE TO A 
THIRD PARTY PROVIDER; BY THE AMENDMENT OF 
SECTION 4.13, INSPECTIONS, SUBSECTION 
(A), BY THE ADDITION OF AN EXCEPTION 
RELATIVE TO A THIRD PARTY PROVIDER; 
PROVIDING FOR A FINE OF UP TO $2000 FOR 
EACH OFFENSE IN VIOLATION OF THE 
ORDINANCE; PROVIDING THIS ORDINANCE BE 
CUMULATIVE; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
PROVIDING FOR GOVERNMENTAL IMMUNITY; 
PROVIDING FOR INJUNCTIONS; PROVIDING FOR 
PUBLICATION AND BECOMING EFFECTIVE TEN 
DAYS AFTER FIRST PUBLICATION 
 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
ARLINGTON, TEXAS: 

1. 
 
 That the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the 
City of Arlington, Texas, 1987, is hereby amended through 
the amendment of Article IV, Registration, Permits and 
Inspections, by the amendment of Section 4.05, Building 
Permits Issued, Subsection (A), by the addition of the 
following Exception: 
 
 EXCEPTION:  The owner of a property may choose to 

contract with a Third Party Provider that is properly 
registered with the City for plan review.  Plan 
reviews performed by Third Party Organizations are 
subject to the terms of the program as authorized by 
resolution of the City Council of the City of 
Arlington. 

 
 
 Further, Article IV, Section 4.13, Inspections, 
Subsection (A), is hereby amended by the addition of the 
following Exception: 
 



 EXCEPTION:  The owner of a property may choose to 
contract with a Third Party Provider that is properly 
registered with the City for inspections.  Inspections 
performed by Third Party Organizations are subject to 
the terms of the program as authorized by resolution 
of the City Council of the City of Arlington.  A Third 
Party Provider shall not be authorized to grant a 
Certificate of Occupancy. 

 
 

2. 
 
 Any person, firm, corporation, agent or employee 
thereof who violates any of the provisions of this 
ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon 
conviction thereof shall be fined an amount not to exceed 
Two Thousand ($2000) Dollars for each offense.  Each day 
that a violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a 
separate offense. 
 

3. 
 
 This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be 
cumulative of all other ordinances of the City of 
Arlington, and this ordinance shall not operate to repeal 
or affect any of such other ordinances except insofar as 
the provisions thereof might be inconsistent or in conflict 
with the provisions of this ordinance, in which event such 
conflicting provisions, if any, in such other ordinance or 
ordinances are hereby repealed. 

 
4. 
 

 If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase 
of this ordinance is for any reason held to be 
unconstitutional, such holding shall not affect the 
validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance. 
 

5. 
 

 All of the regulations provided in this ordinance are 
hereby declared to be governmental and for the health, 
safety and welfare of the general public.  Any member of 
the City Council or any City official or employee charged 
with the enforcement of this ordinance, acting for the City 
of Arlington in the discharge of his/her duties, shall not 
thereby render himself/herself personally liable; and 
he/she is hereby relieved from all personal liability for 
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any damage that might accrue to persons or property as a 
result of any act required or permitted in the discharge of 
his/her said duties. 
 

6. 
 
 Any violation of this ordinance can be enjoined by a 
suit filed in the name of the City of Arlington in a court 
of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in 
addition to any penal provision in this ordinance or in the 
Code of the City of Arlington. 
 

7. 
 

 The caption of this ordinance shall be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the City of Arlington, 
in compliance with the provisions of Article VII, Section 
15, of the City Charter.  Further, this ordinance may be 
published in pamphlet form and shall be admissible in such 
form in any court, as provided by law. 
 

8. 
 

 This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days 
after first publication as described above. 
 
PRESENTED AND GIVEN FIRST READING on the 5th day of July, 
2005, at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City 
of Arlington, Texas; and GIVEN SECOND READING, passed and 
approved on the 26th day of July, 2005, by a vote of 9 ayes 
and 0 nays at a regular meeting of the City Council of the 
City of Arlington, Texas. 
 

(3) 



Ordinance No. 05-068 
 

An ordinance amending the "Construction" 
Chapter of the Code of the City of 
Arlington, Texas, 1987, through the 
amendment of Article I, entitled 
Building Code, by the amendment of 
Section 1.02, Adoption of Code, relative 
to adoption of the 2003 International 
Building Code, 2003 International 
Residential Code, and 2003 International 
Energy Conservation Code; by the 
amendment of Section 1.04, Amendments, 
Additions and Deletions, Subsection (C), 
relative to adopting the 2003 
International Building Code; by the 
amendment of Subsection (D), relative to 
adopting the 2003 International 
Residential Code; by the amendment of 
Subsection (E), relative to adopting the 
2003 International Energy Conservation 
Code; providing for a fine of up to 
$2,000 for each violation of this 
ordinance; providing this ordinance be 
cumulative; providing for severability; 
providing for governmental immunity; 
providing for injunctions; providing for 
publication and becoming effective 
November 1, 2005 

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARLINGTON, 
TEXAS: 

1. 
 
 That the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the City 
of Arlington, Texas, 1987, is hereby amended through the 
amendment of Article I, Building Code, Section 1.02, 
Adoption of Code, so that said section shall read as 
follows: 
 
Section 1.02 Adoption of Code
 
 The International Building Code, 2003 Edition 
(hereinafter called "I.B.C."); the International Residential 



Code, 2003 Edition (hereinafter called "I.R.C."); and the 
International Energy Conservation Code, 2003 Edition 
(hereinafter called "I.E.C.C."); as published by the 
International Code Council, Inc. are hereby adopted and 
designated, together with the deletions, amendments and 
addenda hereinafter contained, as the Building Code of the 
City of Arlington, the same as though said I.B.C., I.R.C. 
and I.E.C.C. were copied at length herein.  Copies of the 
I.B.C., I.R.C. and I.E.C.C. and its Appendices shall be kept 
on file in the Office of the City Secretary. 
 
 

Further, Article I, Section 1.04, Amendments, Additions 
and Deletions, Subsection (C), is hereby amended so that 
said subsection reads as follows: 
 
C. The amendment of the following I.B.C. provisions: 
 

(1) The amendment of Section 101.2, entitled Scope., 
by amending exception #2 and the addition of the 
following exception #3: 

 
  EXCEPTION
  2.  Existing buildings undergoing repair, altera-

tions or additions, and change of occupancy shall 
be permitted to comply with the International 
Existing Building Code with prior approval of the 
Building Official.  Otherwise see chapter 34. 

S: 

 
  3.  Storage buildings not exceeding three hundred 

twenty (320) square feet in area shall not be 
subject to the provisions of this Building Code 
provided: 

 
(a) The building shall not be intended or used 

for human occupancy; 
 

(b) Any mechanical, electrical or plumbing work 
shall be installed in full compliance with 
the appropriate Chapter of the Code of the 
City of Arlington for such work; 

 
(c) A building on commercial property shall be 

anchored at each corner:  said anchorage 
shall equal or exceed a concrete pier ten 
inches (10") in diameter and eighteen inches 
(18") in depth embedded with a standard one-
half inch (½") diameter anchor bolt; 
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(d) The building shall be not closer than five 
feet (5') to a property line in residential 
areas and ten feet (10') to a property line 
in non-residential areas:  subject, however, 
to any more restrictive setbacks contained in 
the "Zoning" Chapter of the Code of the City 
of Arlington:  further, storage buildings on 
commercial property shall be separated from 
other structures and property lines as spec-
ified by I.B.C., Chapter 6; 

 
(e) The building shall be maintained in good 

repair; 
 

(f) There shall be not more than one (1) such 
building on any property occupied for other 
than residential use; and 

 
(g) A permit for such building shall have been 

obtained from the Building Official. 
 

(2) The amendment of Section 101.4, entitled 
Referenced Codes., to read as follows: 
 
101.4 Referenced Codes.  The other codes listed in 
Sections 101.4 through 101.4.7 and referenced 
elsewhere in this code, when specifically adopted, 
shall be considered part of the requirements of 
this code to the prescribed extent of each such 
reference.  Whenever amendments have been adopted 
to the referenced codes and standards, each 
reference to said code and standard shall be 
considered to reference the amendments as well.  
Any reference to NFPA 70 or the ICC Electrical 
Code shall mean the Electrical Code as adopted. 
 

(3) The amendment of Section 103.1, entitled Creation 
of Enforcement Agency., to read as follows: 

 
103.1 Creation of enforcement agency.  The 
Building Inspections Division is hereby created 
and the official in charge thereof shall be known 
as the Building Official. 
 

(4) The amendment of Section 104.6, entitled Right of 
Entry., to read as follows: 

 
  Where it is necessary to make an inspection to 

enforce any of the provisions of this Building 
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Code, or whenever the Building Official or an 
authorized representative has reasonable cause to 
believe that there exists in any building or upon 
any premises any condition or violation which 
makes such building or premises unsafe, dangerous 
or hazardous, the Building Official or an autho-
rized representative may enter such building or 
premises at all reasonable times to inspect the 
same or to perform any duty imposed upon said 
Building Official by this Building Code.  If such 
building or premises be occupied, the Building 
Official shall first present proper credentials 
and request entry.  If such building or premises 
be unoccupied, the Building Official shall first 
make a reasonable effort to locate the owner or 
other person having charge or control of the 
building or premises and request entry.  If such 
entry is refused, or, if no owner or other person 
having charge or control of the building or 
premises can be located, the Building Official or 
an authorized representative shall have recourse 
to every remedy provided by law to secure entry.  

 
(5) The addition of Section 104.12, entitled Occupancy 

Violations., to read as follows: 
 

 104.12 Occupancy Violations.  Whenever any 
building, structure, or equipment therein which is 
regulated by this Building Code is being used 
contrary to the provisions of said Code, the 
Building Official or an authorized representative 
may order that such use be discontinued and/or 
that the building or structure, or a portion 
thereof, be vacated by written notice served on 
any person who is causing such use to be 
continued.  Further, the Building Official or an 
authorized representative may order the evacuation 
of any building or premises, or a portion thereof, 
which constitutes a dangerous building as defined 
in Article XVII of this Chapter. 

 
  Notice to stop use shall be given by personal 

delivery or by certified mail, return receipt 
requested, to the person responsible for the 
continued use.  Such person shall discontinue the 
use within the time prescribed by the Building 
Official after receipt of such notice and shall 
not resume the use of the building or premises 
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until first rendering the same in compliance with 
this Building Code. 

 
Notice to vacate a dangerous building or premises 
shall be posted at or upon each exit of the said 
structure affected thereby, and shall be in sub-
stantially the following form: 

 
 

  "DO NOT ENTER  
  UNSAFE TO OCCUPY 

 
   It is a misdemeanor to occupy 

this building, or to remove or 
deface this notice. 

 
 

  Arlington Building Official 
  (by)______________________________ 
  (date)____________________________ 
  (compliance due date)_____________" 

 
No person shall remain in or enter any building or 
premises which has been so posted, except that 
entry may be made to repair, demolish or remove 
the unsafe condition.  Such entry or the destruc-
tion, defacing or removal of said notice prior to 
approval by the Building Official or an authorized 
representative shall be a violation of this 
Building Code. 

 
(6) The amendment of Section 106.1, entitled Submittal 

documents., amending the second sentence to read 
as follows: 

 
The construction documents shall be prepared by a 
Texas Licensed Engineer or Architect as required 
by this ordinance or by State law. 

 
(7) The amendment of Section 202, entitled 

Definitions., adding a new definition to read as 
follows: 

 
HIGH-RISE BUILDING is a building having floors 
used for human occupancy located more than 75 feet 
(22 860 mm) above the lowest level of fire 
department vehicle access. 
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(8) The amendment of Section 202 adding the definition 
of "SHALL" to read as follows: 

 
SHALL, as it applies to an act or duty to be 
performed by the Building Official pursuant to any 
section of this Building Code, is discretionary.  
Its use in all other applications in this Code 
shall be mandatory. 

 
(9) The amendment of Section 302.1.1, entitled 

Incidental use areas., to read as follows:  
 
 302.1.1 Incidental use areas. Spaces which are 

incidental to the main occupancy shall be 
separated or protected, or both, in accordance 
with Table 302.1.1.  Areas that are incidental to 
the main occupancy shall be classified in 
accordance with the main occupancy of the portion 
of the building in which the incidental use area 
is located. 

 
Exception:  Incidental use areas within and 
serving a dwelling unit are not required to 
comply with this section. 

 
(10) The amendment of Section 302.2.1, entitled 

Assembly areas., to read as follows: 
 
 302.2.1 Assembly areas. Accessory assembly areas 

are not considered separate occupancies if the 
floor area is equal to or less than 750 square 
feet (69.7 m2).  Assembly areas that are accessory 
to Group E occupancies are exempt from the 
separation requirements of Table 302.3.2 and are 
considered Group E occupancies only for the 
application of Table 503.  Accessory religious 
educational rooms and religious auditoriums with 
occupant loads of less than 100 are not considered 
separate occupancies.   

 
(11) The amendment of Table 302.3.2, entitled Required 

Separation of Occupancies (Hours)ª, to change the 
footnote reference in row R-3, R-4, column U, from 
“d” to “f” and add foot note “f” to read as 
follows:   

 
 f.  See Section 406.1.4. 
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(12) The amendment of Section 303.1, entitled Assembly 
Group A., to read as follows: 

 
 303.1 Assembly Group A.  Assembly Group A 

occupancy includes, among others, the use of a 
building or structure, or a portion thereof, for 
the gathering together of persons for purposes 
such as civic, social or religious functions, 
recreation, food or drink consumption or awaiting 
transportation.  A room and accessory to another 
occupancy shall be included as a part of that 
occupancy.  Assembly areas with less than 750 
square feet (69.7 m²) and which are accessory to 
another occupancy according to Section 302.2.1 are 
not assembly occupancies.  Assembly occupancies 
which are accessory to Group E in accordance with 
Section 302.2 are not considered assembly 
occupancies.  Assembly areas which are accessory 
to Group E occupancies are exempt from the 
separation requirements of Table 302.3.2 and are 
considered Group E occupancies only for the 
application of Table 503.  Religious educational 
rooms and religious auditoriums which are 
accessory to churches in accordance with Section 
302.2 and which have occupant loads of less than 
100 shall be classified as A-3. 

 
(13) The amendment of Section 304.1, entitled Business 

Group B., to read as follows: 
 

304.1 Business Group B. Business Group B occupancy 
includes, among others, the use of a building or 
structure, or a portion thereof, for office, 
professional or service-type transactions, 
including storage of records and accounts.  
Business occupancies shall include, but not be 
limited to, the following: 
 
Airport traffic control towers 
Animal hospitals, kennels and pounds 
Banks 
Barber and beauty shops 
Car wash 
Civic administration 
Clinic—outpatient 
Dry cleaning and laundries; pick-up and delivery 
stations and self-service 
Educational occupancies above the 12th grade 
Electronic data processing 
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Laboratories; testing and research 
Motor vehicle showrooms 
Post offices 
Print shops 
Professional services (architects, attorneys, 
dentists, physicians, engineers, etc.) 
Radio and television stations 
Telephone exchanges 
Fire stations 
Police stations with detention facilities for 5 or 
less 
Restaurants with no dine-in facilities (take-out 
or delivery only) 

 
(14) The amendment of Section 403.1, entitled 

Applicability., to read as follows: 
 

403.1 Applicability. The provisions of this 
section shall apply to buildings having any 
occupied floors located more than 75 feet (22 860 
mm) above the lowest level of fire department 
vehicle access. 

 
 (15) The amendment of Section 403.1, Exception #3, to 

read as follows: 
 
3. Buildings with an occupancy in Group A-5 in 
accordance with Section 303.1, when used for open 
air seating; however, this exception does not 
apply to accessory uses including but not limited 
to sky boxes, restaurants and similarly enclosed 
areas. 

 
(16) The amendment of Section 403.2, by the deletion of 

exception #2 in its entirety. 
 
(17) The amendment of Section 404.1.1, entitled 

Definition., to read as follows: 
 
 404.1.1 Definition.  

 
ATRIUM. An opening connecting three or more 
stories other than enclosed stairways, 
elevators, hoistways, escalators, plumbing, 
electrical, air-conditioning or other 
equipment, which is closed at the top and not 
defined as a mall.  Stories, as used in this 
definition, do not include balconies within 
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assembly groups or mezzanines that comply 
with Section 505. 

 
(18) The amendment of Section 406.1.4, entitled 

Separation., to read as follows: 
 
 4.  A separation is not required between a Group 

R-2 and U carport provided that the carport is 
entirely open on all sides and that the distance 
between the two is at least 10 feet (3048 mm). 

 
(19) The amendment of Section 406.6.1, entitled 

General., adding a second paragraph to read as 
follows: 

 
This occupancy shall include garages involved in 
servicing of motor vehicles for items such as lube 
changes, inspections, windshield repair or 
replacement, shocks, minor part replacement and 
other such non-major repair.  When the repair 
garage is only involved in such minor repair, it 
need not comply with Section 406.6.2. 
 

(20) The amendment of Section 411.4, entitled Automatic 
sprinklers., to read as follows: 

  
411.4 Automatic sprinklers.  An automatic 
sprinkler system shall be installed in all 
amusement buildings (as defined in this code).  
The main water-flow switch shall be electrically 
supervised.  The sprinkler main cutoff valve shall 
be supervised. 
 
EXCEPTION: An automatic sprinkler system need not 
be provided for amusement buildings actually 
operating not more than thirty (30) consecutive 
days. 
 

(21) The amendment of Section 506.2.2, entitled Open 
space limits., adding a sentence to read as 
follows: 

 
In order to be considered as accessible, if not in 
direct contact with a street or fire lane, a 
minimum 10 foot wide pathway from the street or 
approved fire lane must be provided.  (See Fire 
Code Section 503.1.1 for the hose lay measurement 
pathway requirements.) 
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(22) The amendment of Table 602, entitled FIRE-
RESISTANCE RATING REQUIREMENTS FOR EXTERIOR WALLS 
BASED ON FIRE SEPARATION DISTANCEa, to amend 
footnote b to read as follows: 

 
 b. Group R-3 and Group U when used as accessory to 

Group R-3, as applicable in 101.2 shall be 
required to have a fire-resistance rating where 
fire separation distance is 3 feet or more.  Group 
R-2 and Group U carport, as applicable in 406.1.4, 
exception 4 shall be required to have a fire-
resistance rating where fire separation distance 
is 10 feet or less. 

 
 (23) The amendment of Table 602, entitled FIRE-

RESISTANCE RATING REQUIREMENTS FOR EXTERIOR WALLS 
BASED ON FIRE SEPARATION DISTANCEa., to insert 
footnote d. to the heading "GROUP A, B, E, F-2, I, 
Rbd, S-2, Ud" to read as follows: 

 
 d. For one- and two-family dwellings and apartment 

buildings, open metal carport structures may be 
constructed within zero (0) feet of the property 
line without fire-resistive or opening protection 
when the location of such is approved as required 
by other City ordinances. 

 
(24) The amendment of Section 705.11, entitled Ducts 

and air transfer openings., to amend the Exception 
to read as follows: 

 
EXCEPTION: For other than hazardous exhaust ducts, 
penetrations by ducts and air transfer openings of 
fire walls that are not on a lot line shall be 
allowed, provided the penetrations comply with 
Sections 712 and 716.  The size and aggregate 
width of all openings shall not exceed the 
limitations of Section 705.8. 

 
(25) The amendment of Section 707.2, entitled Shaft 

enclosure required., by deleting Exception numbers 
7.4, 7.5, and 7.6 and changing 7.4 to read as 
follows: 

 
7.4 Is separated by floor openings serving 
other floors by construction conforming to 
required shaft enclosures. 
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(26) The amendment of Section 716.5.2, entitled Fire 
barriers., to add exception #4 to read as follows: 

 
4. In the duct penetration of the separation 

between the private garage and its residence 
when constructed in accordance with Section 
406.1.4, exception #2. 

 
(27) The amendment of Section 902.1, entitled 

Definitions., “Standpipe, Types of,” under “Manual 
dry” to read as follows: 

 
Manual dry.  A dry standpipe system that does not 
have a permanent water supply attached to the 
system.  Manual dry standpipe systems require 
water from a fire department pumper to be pumped 
into the system through the fire department 
connection in order to supply the system demand.  
The system must be supervised as specified in 
Section 905.9. 

 
(28) The addition of Section 903.2.10.4, entitled Self-

service storage facility., to read as follows: 
 

903.2.10.4 Self service storage facility. An 
automatic sprinkler system shall be installed 
throughout all self-service storage facilities. 
 
EXCEPTION: One story self-service storage 
facilities, that have no interior corridors, with 
a one-hour fire barrier wall installed between 
every storage compartment. 
 

(29) The amendment of Section 903.2.10.3, entitled 
Buildings over 55 feet in height., to read as 
follows:  

 
903.2.10.3 Buildings over two stories in height.  
An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed 
throughout buildings, other than penthouses in 
compliance with Section 1509, 3 stories or more in 
height. 

 
EXCEPTION:  Open parking structures in compliance 
with Section 406.3. 
 

(30) The addition of Section 903.2.10.5, entitled High-
Piled Combustible Storage., to read as follows:  
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903.2.10.5 High-Piled Combustible Storage.  For 
any building with a clear height exceeding 12 feet 
(4572 mm), see Chapter 23 of the Fire Code to 
determine if those provisions apply. 

 
(31) The addition of Section 903.2.10.6, entitled Spray 

Booths and Rooms., to read as follows:  
 

903.2.10.6 Spray Booths and Rooms.  New and 
existing spray booths and spraying rooms shall be 
protected by an approved automatic fire-
extinguishing system. 
 

(32) The amendment of Section 903.3.1.1.1, entitled 
Exempt locations., to read as follows: 

 
903.3.1.1.1 Exempt locations.  When approved by 
the fire code official, automatic sprinklers shall 
not be required in the following rooms or areas 
where such rooms or areas are protected with an 
approved automatic fire detection system in 
accordance with Section 907.2 that will respond to 
visible or invisible particles of combustion.  
Sprinklers shall not be omitted from any room 
merely because it is damp, of fire-resistance-
rated construction or contains electrical 
equipment. 
 
1. Any room where the application of water, or 

flame and water, constitutes a serious life or 
fire hazard. 

2. Any room or space where sprinklers are 
considered undesirable because of the nature 
of the contents, when approved by the code 
official. 

3. Generator and transformer rooms, under the 
direct control of a public utility, separated 
from the remainder of the building by walls 
and floor/ceiling or roof/ceiling assemblies 
having a fire-resistance rating of not less 
than two hours. 

 
(33) The amendment of Section 903.3.1.2, entitled NFPA 

13R sprinkler systems., to read as follows: 
 

903.3.1.2 NFPA 13R sprinkler system.  Where allowed 
in buildings of Group R, up to and including four 
stories in height, automatic sprinkler systems 
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shall be hydraulically calculated within the 
dwelling unit in accordance with NFPA 13R.  
Sprinkler protection shall be provided throughout, 
including the means of egress, patios, bathrooms, 
losets, balconies and attics. c
 

(34) The amendment of Section 903.3.1.3, entitled NFPA 
13D sprinkler systems., to read as follows: 
 
903.3.1.3 NFPA 13D sprinkler systems.  Non-required 
automatic sprinkler systems in one and two-family 
dwellings and manufactured homes may be installed 
in accordance with NFPA 13D. 
 

(35) The amendment of Section 903.3.5, entitled Water 
supplies., to add a second paragraph to read as 
follows: 

 
Water supply as required for such systems shall be 
provided in conformance with the supply 
requirements of the respective standards; however, 
every fire protection system shall be designed 
with a 10 psi safety factor. 
 

(36) The amendment of Section 903.3.7, entitled Fire 
department connections., to read as follows: 

 
903.3.7 Fire department connections.  The location 
of fire department connections shall be approved 
by the Fire Code Official.  All fire department 
connections in the City of Arlington shall be 4” 
Storz connections.  The permanent Storz adapter 
shall be constructed of high strength, light 
weight, corrosion resistant aluminum alloy capable 
of being securely attached to standpipe/sprinkler 
outlets designed for fire department Storz 
connections.  The Storz lug connection shall 
conform to industry standards.  The hose sealing 
surface shall consist of a machined metal seat to 
eliminate rubber gaskets, coated to protect 
against long term exposure to the environment.  
The Storz connection shall connect to the pipe 
outlet using National Standard Thread.  The 
connection shall be angled downward at a 30° 
angle.  A semi-permanent ¼” mesh screen shall be 
provided inside the Storz adapter, constructed of 
corrosion resistant metal.  A 4” Storz aluminum 
cap with chain or cable shall be provided for the 
fire department connection.  For each additional 
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1500 G.P.M. required or fraction thereof an 
additional 4” Storz connection is required.   
 

(37) The amendment of Section 903.4, entitled Sprinkler 
system monitoring and alarms., to read as follows: 

 
903.4 Sprinkler system monitoring and alarms. All 
valves controlling the water supply for automatic 
sprinkler systems and water-flow switches on all 
sprinkler systems shall be electrically supervised 
and monitored by a UL listed Central Station.  The 
fire-pump system shall also be supervised and 
monitored for "power available," "phase reversal" 
and "pump running" conditions on distinct 
circuits. 

 
EXCEPTIONS: 
1. Automatic sprinkler systems protecting one-

and two-family dwellings. 
2. Limited area systems serving fewer than 20 

sprinklers. 
3. Jockey pump control valves that are sealed or 

locked in the open position. 
 

Sprinkler and standpipe system water-flow 
detectors shall be provided for each floor tap to 
the sprinkler system and shall cause an alarm upon 
detection of water flow for more than 45 seconds.  
All control valves in the sprinkler and standpipe 
systems except for fire department hose connection 
valves shall be electrically supervised to 
initiate a supervisory signal at the central 
station upon tempering. 
 

(38) The amendment of Section 903.4.2, entitled 
Alarms., to read as follows: 

 
903.4.2 Alarms.  Approved audible devices shall be 
connected to every automatic sprinkler system.  
Such sprinkler water-flow devices shall be 
activated by water flow equivalent to the flow of 
a single sprinkler of the smallest orifice size 
installed in the system.  Alarm devices shall be 
provided on the exterior of the building in an 
approved location.  An approved audible/visible 
sprinkler flow alarm to alert the occupants shall 
be provided in the interior of the building in a 
normally occupied location.  Where a fire alarm 
system is installed, actuation of the automatic 
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sprinkler system shall actuate the building fire 
alarm system. 

 
(39) The amendment of Section 903.4.3, entitled Floor 

control valves., to read as follows: 
 

903.4.3 Floor control valves.  Sprinkler and 
standpipe system water-flow detectors shall be 
provided for each floor tap to the sprinkler 
system and shall cause an alarm upon detection of 
water flow. 
 

(40) The addition of Section 903.6.2, entitled Spray 
booths and rooms., to read as follows: 
 
903.6.2 Spray booths and rooms.  New and existing 
spray booths and spray rooms shall be protected by 
an approved automatic fire extinguishing system in 
accordance with Section 1504 of the International 
Fire Code. 

 
(41) The addition of Section 905.2, entitled 

Installation standards., to read as follows: 
 

905.2 Installation standards.  Standpipe systems 
shall be installed in accordance with this section 
and NFPA 14.  Manual dry standpipe systems shall 
be supervised with a minimum of 10 psig and a 
maximum of 40 psig air pressure with a high/low 
alarm. 

 
(42) The addition of Section 905.3.2, entitled Group A, 

to delete exceptions #1 and #2. 
 
(43) The amendment of Section 905.4, entitled Location 

of Class I standpipe hose connections., by 
revising item #5 to read as follows: 

 
5.  Where the roof has a slope less than four 
units vertical in 12 units horizontal (33.3-
percent slope), each standpipe shall be provided 
with a two-way hose connection located either on 
the roof or at the highest landing of stairways 
with stair access to the roof.  An additional hose 
connection shall be provided at the top of the 
most hydraulically remote standpipe for testing 
purposes. 
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(44) The amendment of Section 905.9, entitled Valve 
supervision., to add a second paragraph after the 
exceptions to read as follows: 

 
Sprinkler and standpipe system water-flow 
detectors shall be provided for each floor tap to 
the sprinkler system and shall cause an alarm upon 
detection of water flow.  All control valves in 
the sprinkler and standpipe systems except for 
fire department hose connection valves shall be 
electrically supervised to initiate a supervisory 
signal at the central station upon tampering. 

 
(45) The addition of Sections 907.1.2.1, 907.1.2.2 and 

907.1.2.3 to read as follows: 
 

907.1.2.1 Fire alarm control panel.  The fire 
alarm control panel shall be installed in an 
approved location adjacent to the main entrance to 
the building unless otherwise approved by the Fire 
Code Official. 

 
907.1.2.2 Key/Codes.  Fire alarm control panel 
functions such as silence and reset shall be 
operable without the use of a key or code.  The 
panel cover may be locked, but the function keys 
cannot require a key or code. 

 
907.1.2.3 Alarm verification.  Alarm verification 
shall be provided for smoke detectors.  Alarm 
verification shall be provided at the fire alarm 
control panel when more than thirty (30) detectors 
are installed. 

 
EXCEPTION: Alarm verification is not required for 
ingle station type smoke detectors. s
 

(46) The addition of Section 907.1.3, entitled Design 
Standards., to read as follows: 

 
907.1.3 Design Standards.  Fire alarm systems, 
automatic fire detectors, emergency voice alarm 
communication systems and notification devices 
shall be designed, installed and maintained in 
accordance with NFPA 72 and local amendments.  All 
alarm systems new or replacement serving 50 or 
more alarm actuating devices shall be addressable 
fire detection systems.  Alarm systems serving 
more than 75 smoke detectors or more than 200 
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total alarm activating devices shall be analog 
intelligent addressable fire detection systems. 
 
EXCEPTION:  Existing systems need not comply 
unless the total building remodel or expansion 
initiated after January 1, 1998 exceeds 30% of the 
building.  When cumulative building remodel or 
expansion exceeds 50% of the building must comply 
within 18 months of permit application. 
 

(47) The amendment of Section 907.2.3, entitled Group 
E., to read as follows: 

 
907.2.3 Group E.  A manual fire alarm system shall 
be installed in Group E educational occupancies.  
When automatic sprinkler systems or smoke 
detectors are installed, such systems or detectors 
shall be connected to the building fire alarm 
system.  An approved smoke detection system shall 
be installed in Group E day care occupancies.  
Unless separated by a minimum of 100' open space, 
all buildings, whether portable buildings or the 
main building, will be considered one building for 
alarm occupant load consideration and 
interconnection of alarm systems. 
 

(48) The amendment of Section 907.2.3, entitled Group 
E., Exception #1, adding Exceptions 1.1 and 1.2 to 
read as follows: 

 
EXCEPTIONS: 
1. Group E educational and day care occupancies 

with an occupant load of less than 50 when 
provided with an approved automatic sprinkler 
system. 

 
1.1 Portable/Temporary buildings in Group E 

Educational occupancies with manual fire 
alarm systems are not required to be 
connected to the alarm system in the main 
building. 

 
1.2 Residential in-home day care with not more 

than 12 children may use interconnected 
single station detectors in all habitable 
rooms.  (For care of more than five children 
2½ or less years of age, see Section 
907.2.6.) 
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(49) The addition of Section 907.2.8.4, entitled Carbon 
Monoxide Detectors., to read as follows: 
 
907.2.8.4 Carbon Monoxide Detectors.  In new and 
existing hotels and motels, carbon monoxide 
detectors shall be provided in all locations where 
there is gas-fired equipment, such as, but not 
limited to, dryers, HVAC, or hot water heaters.  
When the building is equipped with a fire alarm 
system, the carbon monoxide detectors shall be 
connected in such a manner as to cause the Fire 
Alarm system to sound an alarm when the carbon 
monoxide goes into alarm. 
 

(50) The addition of Section 907.2.9.1, entitled Manual 
fire alarm boxes., to read as follows: 

 
 907.2.9.1 Manual Fire Alarm Boxes.  Manual fire 

alarm boxes are prohibited in Group R-2 apartment 
houses less than four (4) stories in height. 

 
(51) The addition of Section 907.2.10.1.3, entitled 

Group R-2., to read as follows: 
 
 907.2.10.1.3 Group R-2.  A fire alarm system shall 

be installed to existing Group R-2 occupancies 
more than three stories in height or with more 
than 16 dwelling units or sleeping units. 

 
 
 1. Where each living unit is separated from 

other continuous living units by fire barriers 
having a fire-resistance rating or not less than 
0.75 hour, and where each living unit has either 
its own independent exit or its own independent 
stairway or ramp discharging at grade. 

Exceptions: 

2. A separate fire alarm system is not required 
in buildings that are equipped throughout with an 
approved supervised automatic sprinkler system 
installed in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 or 
903.3.1.2 and having a local alarm to notify all 
occupants. 
3. A fire alarm system is not required in 
buildings that do not have interior corridors 
serving dwelling units and are protected by an 
approved automatic sprinkler system installed in 
accordance with Sections 903.3.1.1 or 903.3.1.2, 
provided that dwelling units either have a means 
of egress door opening directly to an exterior 
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exit access that leads directly to the exits or 
are served by open-ended corridors designed in 
accordance with Section 1022.6, Exception 4. 
4. Existing systems need not comply unless the 
total system remodel or expansion initiated after 
November 2005 exceeds 30% of the building.  When 
cumulative building remodel or expansion exceeds 
50%, the building must comply within 18 months of 
permit application. 
 

(52) The amendment of Section 907.2.12, entitled High- 
rise buildings., Exception #3, to read as follows: 

 
3.  Buildings with an occupancy in Group A-5 in 
accordance with Section 303.1 of the International 
Building Code, when used for open air seating; 
however, this exception does not apply to 
accessory uses, including but not limited to sky 
boxes, restaurants and similarly enclosed areas. 
 

(53) The amendment of Section 907.3, entitled Manual 
fire alarm boxes., to add a second paragraph to 
read as follows: 

 
Manual alarm actuating devices shall be an 
approved double action type. 
 

(54) The addition of Section 907.5.1 entitled Alarms., 
to read as follows: 

 
907.5.1 Alarms.  All fire alarm systems shall be 
installed in such a manner that the failure of any 
single alarm-actuating or alarm-indicating device 
will not interfere with the normal operation of 
any other such devices.  All systems shall be 
Class "A" wired with a minimum of six feet 
separation between supply and return loops.  IDC – 
Class "A" style – D – SLC Class "A" Style 6 – 
notification Class "B" Style Y. 

 
(55) The amendment of 907.8, entitled Zones., to read 

as follows: 
 
 907.8 Zones.  Each floor shall be zoned separately 

and a zone shall not exceed 22,500 square feet 
(1860 m2).  The length of any zone shall not 
exceed 300 feet (91 440 mm) in any direction.  A 
maximum of one (1) water flow switch or three (3) 
tamper switches, five (5) pull stations or ten 
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(10) smoke or heat detectors may be interconnected 
to be upon a single zone of a fire alarm control 
panel. 

 
 
 1. Automatic sprinkler system zones shall not 

exceed the area permitted by NFPA 13. 

Exceptions: 

 2. Addressable systems. 
 
(56) The amendment of 907.8.2, entitled High-rise 

buildings., to read as follows: 
 
 907.8.2 High-rise buildings.  In buildings that 

have floors located more than 75 feet (16 764 mm) 
above the lowest level of fire department vehicle 
access, a separate zone by floor shall be provided 
for all of the following types of alarm-initiating 
devices where provided: 

 
 1. Smoke detectors. 
 2. Sprinkler water-flow. 
 3. Manual fire alarm boxes. 
 4. Other approved types of automatic fire 

detection devices or suppression systems. 
 
 
 Addressable systems 

Exception: 

 
(57) The amendment of Section 907.14, entitled 

Monitoring., and the addition of Section 907.14.1, 
entitled Local alarm system., to read as follows: 

 
 907.14 Monitoring.  Where required by this 

chapter, an approved UL listed central station in 
accordance with NFPA 72 shall monitor fire alarm 
systems. 

 
 
 Supervisory service is not required for automatic 

sprinkler systems in one- and two-family 
dwellings. 

Exception: 

 
 907.14.1 Local alarm system.  When an automatic 

fire alarm system is not monitored by an approved 
central station alarm company, an external 
weatherproof, audible/visual alarm sounding device 
shall be provided in an approved location with an 
approved sign, with a minimum of four-inch (4”) 
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letters, reading “WHEN ALARM SOUNDS, CALL FIRE 
DEPARTMENT” adjacent to the alarm-sounding device. 

 
 An approved permanent sign reading “LOCAL ALARM 

ONLY – CALL FIRE DEPARTMENT” shall be provided on 
or adjacent to the fire alarm control panel and 
all manual fire alarm pull stations. 

 
(58) The amendment of Section 907.8.2, entitled High-

rise buildings., by adding an exception to read as 
follows: 

 
EXCEPTION:  Addressable systems. 
 

(59) The amendment of Section 1004.2, entitled 
Increased Occupant Load., to read as follows: 
 
1004.2 Increased occupant load.  When approved by 
the building official, the occupant load in any 
building or portion thereof may be increased from 
that number established for the occupancies in 
Table 1004.1.2 provided that all other 
requirements of the code are also met based on 
such modified number and the occupant load shall 
not exceed one occupant per 5 square feet (0.47 
m2) of occupiable floor space.  Adequate changes 
in available parking space shall also match any 
increases in occupant load.  Where required by the 
building official, an approved aisle, seating or 
fixed equipment diagram substantiating any 
increase in occupant load shall be submitted.  
Where required by the building official, such 
diagram shall be posted. 
 

(60) The amendment of Section 1008.1.3.4, entitled 
Access-controlled egress doors., to read as 
follows: 

 
1008.1.3.4 Access-controlled egress doors.  The 
entrance doors in a means of egress in buildings 
with an occupancy in Group A, B, E, M, R-1 or R-2 
and entrance doors to tenant spaces in occupancies 
in Groups A, B, E, M, R-1, and R-2 are permitted 
to be equipped with an approved entrance and 
egress access control system which shall be 
installed in accordance with the following 
criteria: 
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1. Egress doors shall be readily openable from 
the egress side without the use of a key, 
card or special knowledge of effort. 

2. Push buttons are not allowed for egress 
purposes. 

3. All devices utilized for exiting shall be 
listed for the purpose. 

4. Activation of the building fire alarm system 
and/or sprinkler system, if provided, shall 
automatically unlock the doors, and the doors 
shall remain unlocked until the fire alarm 
system has been reset. 

5. A Knox box may be required by the Fire Code 
Official for Fire Department access. 

 
(61) The amendment of Section 1008.1.8.6, entitled 

Delayed egress locks., to revise and add a 
sentence after Items 1-6 to read as follows: 

 
1008.1.8.6 Delayed egress locks.  Approved, 
listed, delayed egress locks shall be permitted to 
be installed on doors serving any occupancy except 
Group A, E and H occupancies in buildings which 
are equipped throughout with an automatic 
sprinkler system in accordance with Section 
903.3.1.1 and an approved automatic smoke or heat 
detection system installed in accordance with 
Section 907, provided that the doors unlock in 
accordance with Items 1 through 6 below.  A 
building occupant shall not be required to pass 
through more than one door equipped with a delayed 
egress lock before entering an exit. 
 
(Items 1-6 remain unchanged.) 
 
A permit from the Fire Department is required 
prior to the installation of any delayed egress 
locks or other special locking systems. 

 
(62) The amendment of Section 1008.1.8.7, entitled 

Stairway Doors., by adding Exception #4, to read 
as follows: 

 
 4. In stairways serving more than four stories, 

doors can be locked from stairway side, if lock is 
connected to fire alarm system and key to the door 
is provided in a Knox Box.  Activation of fire 
alarm system must release locks on all stairway 
doors. 
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(63) The amendment of Section 1016.1, entitled 

Construction., to add Exception #5 to read as 
follows: 

 
5.  In Group B office buildings, corridor walls 
and ceilings need not be of fire-resistive 
construction within office spaces of a single 
tenant when the space is equipped with an approved 
automatic smoke-detection system within the 
corridor.  The actuation of any detector shall 
activate alarms audible in all areas served by the 
corridor.  The smoke-detection system shall be 
connected to the building's fire alarm system 
where such a system is provided.  

 
(64) The amendment of Section 1019.1.8, entitled 

Smokeproof enclosures., to read as follows: 
 
 1019.1.8  Smokeproof enclosures. In buildings 

required to comply with Section 403 and 405, each 
of the exits of a building that serves stories 
where any floor surface is located more than 75 
feet (22,860 mm) above the lowest level of fire 
department vehicle access or more than 30 feet 
(9,144 mm) below the level of exit discharge 
serving such floor levels shall be a smokeproof 
enclosure or pressurized stairway in accordance 
with Section 909.20. 

 
 
(65) The amendment of Section 1101.2, entitled Design., 

to add an Exception to read as follows: 
 

EXCEPTION.  Buildings regulated under State Law 
and built in accordance with State certified 
plans, including any variances or waivers granted 
by the State, shall be deemed to be in compliance 
with the requirements of this Chapter. 
 

(66) The amendment of Section 1109.2.1, entitled Unisex 
toilet and bathing rooms., to read as follows: 

 
1109.2.1 Unisex toilet and bathing rooms.  In 
assembly and mercantile occupancies, an accessible 
unisex toilet room shall be provided where an 
aggregate of six or more male or female water 
closets are provided.  In buildings of mixed 
occupancy, only those water closets required for 
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the assembly or mercantile occupancy shall be used 
to determine the unisex toilet room requirement.  
In recreational facilities where separate-sex 
bathing rooms are provided, an accessible unisex 
bathing room shall be provided.  Fixtures located 
within unisex toilet and bathing rooms shall be 
included in determining the number of fixtures 
provided in an occupancy. 
 

(67) The amendment of Section 1210.2, entitled Walls., 
exception #2, to read as follows: 

 
2.  Toilet rooms that are not accessible to the 
public and which have not more than one water 
closet; provided that walls around urinals comply 
with the minimum surrounding material specified by 
the Plumbing Code. 

 
 (68) The amendment of Section 1202.1, entitled General, 

to add the Exception to read as follows: 
 

  EXCEPTION:  Private laundry rooms in Group R, 
Division 2 and inside individual dwelling units of 
Group R, Division 3 and 4 Occupancies. 

 
(69) The amendment of Section 1403.3, entitled Vapor 

retarder., to delete the exceptions and revise to 
read as follows: 

 
1403.3 Vapor retarder.  In all framed walls, 
floors and roof/ceilings comprising elements of 
the building thermal envelope, a vapor retarder, 
when installed, shall be installed in a manner so 
as to not trap moisture.  Vapor retarders shall be 
tested in accordance with ASTM E 96. 
 

 (70) The amendment of Table 1405.2, entitled Minimum 
Thickness of Weather Coverings., by adding 
footnote "d" wood shingles to read as follows:  

 
d:  Wood shingles and shakes shall not be used as 
an exterior wall covering within seven feet (7') 
of grade for Group R-1 and R-2 Occupancies. 

 
All wood shingles or shakes to be used as an 
exterior wall covering for Group R-1 and R-2 
Occupancies shall be fire-retardant shakes and 
shingles.  Fire-retardant shakes and shingles are 
wood shakes and shingles complying with ASTM D 
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2898 impregnated by the full-cell vacuum-pressure 
process with fire retardant chemicals, and have 
been qualified by ASTM E 108 or U.L. 790 for use 
on Class A, B or C roofs.  Each bundle of treated 
wood shakes and shingles shall bear labels 
identifying their roof covering classification and 
approved quality control agency. 

 
(71) The amendment of Table 1505.1, entitled Minimum 

Roof Covering Classification for Types of 
Construction., by replacing footnote b and c with 
the following: 

 
b. All individual replacement shingles or shakes 

shall be in compliance with the rating required 
by this table. 

c. Non-classified roof coverings shall be 
permitted on buildings of U occupancies having 
not more than 120 sq. ft. of projected roof 
area.  When exceeding 120 sq. ft. of projected 
roof area, buildings of U occupancies may use 
non-rated non-combustible roof coverings. 

 
(72) The amendment of Section 1505.7, entitled Special 

purpose roofs., by deleting it in its entirety. 
 
 (73) The amendment of Section 1510.3, entitled 

Recovering vs. replacement., by the addition of 
subparagraph #4, to read as follows: 

 
  4. Asphalt shingles.  Not more than one overlay 

of asphalt shingles shall be applied over an 
existing asphalt or wood shingle roof. 

 
(74) The amendment of Section 1610, entitled Soil 

Lateral Load., by the addition of the following 
paragraph and "EXCEPTION": 

 
Retaining walls exceeding three feet (3') in 
height shall be constructed of materials other 
than wood, including treated wood products, and 
shall be designed by a professional engineer.  A 
wall built in tiers shall be considered a single 
wall in height when the base of the upper tier is 
set back from the base of the lower tier less than 
one and one-half (1½) times the height of the wall 
section below. 
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EXCEPTION:  Retaining walls erected on properties 
used for Group R-3 occupancies may be constructed 
up to six feet (6') in height of any approved 
materials.  A professional engineer shall design 
these retaining walls when exceeding a height of 
four feet (4').  Unless specifically approved by 
the Building Official, such walls shall not 
support a building, driveway or other permanent 
construction closer to the wall than one and one-
half (1½) times the full height of the wall. 
 

(75) The amendment of Section 1704.1, entitled 
General., to revise the first sentence to read as 
follows: 

 
 All construction or work for which a permit is 

required shall be subject to inspection by the 
Building Official.  The Building Official may 
require certain types of construction to have 
continuous inspection by special inspectors as 
specified in Chapter 17 of this code. 

 
(76) The addition of Section 2308.2.3, entitled 

Application to engineered design., to read as 
follows: 

 
2308.2.3 Application to engineered design.  When 
accepted by the code official, any portion of this 
section is permitted to apply to buildings that 
are otherwise outside the limitations of this 
section provided that: 

 
1. The resulting design will comply with the 

requirements specified in Chapter 16; 
2. The load limitations of various elements of 

this section are not exceeded; and 
3. The portions of this section which apply are 

identified by an engineer in the construction 
documents. 

 
(77) The amendment of Chapter 29, entitled Plumbing 

Systems., to read as follows: 
 

SECTION 2901 
GENERAL 

 
2901.1 Scope.  The Provisions of this chapter and 
the International Plumbing Code shall govern the 
erection, installation, alteration, repairs, 
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relocation, replacement, addition to, use or 
maintenance of plumbing equipment and systems.  
Plumbing systems and equipment shall be 
constructed, installed and maintained in 
accordance with the International Plumbing Code. 

 
 

SECTION 2902 
MINIMUM PLUMBING FACILITIES 

 
2902.1 Minimum number of fixtures.  Plumbing 
fixtures, including provisions for accessibility 
in accordance with Chapter 11, shall be provided 
for the type of occupancy and in the minimum 
number shown in Table 2902.1.  Types of 
occupancies not shown in Table 2902.1 shall be 
considered individually by the Building Official.  
The number of occupants shall be determined by the 
occupant load factors shown in Table 2902.1 unless 
sufficient data is approved by the building 
official for different occupant load factors.  
Occupancy classification shall be determined in 
accordance with Chapter 3.  The number of fixtures 
are the minimum required as shown in Table 2902.1 
and are assumed to be based on 50 percent male and 
50 percent female, unless statistical data 
approved by the building official indicates a 
different distribution of the sexes. 

 
Exception:  Plumbing fixtures, including provi-
sions for accessibility in accordance with Chapter 
11, for facilities where the public congregates 
shall be provided in accordance with Section 
2902.5. 

 
2902.2 Separate Facilities.  Where plumbing 
fixtures are required, separate facilities shall 
be provided for each sex. 

 
 Exceptions: 

1. Separate facilities shall not be required for 
private facilities. 

2. Separate facilities for employees shall not 
be required in occupancies in which 15 or 
less people are employed. 
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3. Separate facilities shall not be required in 
structures or tenant spaces with a total 
occupant load, including both employees and 
customers, of 15 or less. 

 
2902.3 Access to and location of employee 
facilities.  Access to employees’ toilet 
facilities, in other than mercantile and assembly 
occupancies, shall be from within the employees 
regular working areas.  Access to employees’ 
toilet facilities in mercantile and assembly 
occupancies may be in combination with public 
facilities as required in this section. 

 
Facilities that are required for employees in 
storage structures or kiosks, and are located in 
adjacent structures under the same ownership, 
lease or control, shall be a maximum of 500 feet 
(152 m) from the employees' regular working area. 

 
The required employee toilet facilities shall be 
located not more than one story above or below the 
employee’s regular working area and the path of 
travel to such facilities shall not exceed a 
distance of 500 feet (152 m). 

 
2902.4 Public facilities.  Customers, patrons and 
visitors shall be provided with public toilet 
facilities in structures and tenant spaces 
intended for public utilization when the total 
occupant load is 16 or more; or, for all A-2 
occupancies.  Public utilization is assumed when 
customers, patrons and visitors utilize a 
structure for the purpose of dining, shopping, 
conducting business on more than a simple casual 
basis.  A simple casual basis is assumed when the 
average customer, patron and visitor is in and out 
of a structure or tenant space in a very short 
duration of time; such as but not limited to, 
picking up/dropping off dry cleaning or laundry, 
food take-out only, cash checking and/or bill 
paying facilities, and similar facilities.  Public 
facilities shall be located not more than one 
story above or below the space required to be 
provided with public toilet facilities and the 
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path of travel to such facilities shall not exceed 
a distance of 500 feet (152 m). 

 
Required facilities shall be free of charge and 
designated by legible signs for each sex.  Where 
pay facilities are installed, such facilities 
shall be in excess of the required minimum 
facilities. 
 
2902.5  Facilities where the public congregates.  
Plumbing fixtures, including provisions for 
accessibility in accordance with Chapter 11, for 
facilities where the public congregates shall be 
provided in accordance with this section.  For the 
purpose of this section, the term “facilities 
where the public congregates” shall include sports 
and entertainment arenas, stadiums, community and 
convention halls, specialty event centers and 
amusement facilities.  The term “facilities where 
the public congregates” does not include hotels, 
churches, restaurants, bowling centers, public or 
private elementary or secondary schools, or 
historic buildings. 

 
2902.5.1  When the use of restrooms is designated 
by gender, toilet facilities shall be provided for 
each sex at a ratio of not less than 2:1 women’s 
to men’s or according to Table 2902.2. 

 
2902.5.2  This section shall apply to new 
structures and to existing structures when the 
costs of structural alterations, repairs or 
improvements exceed 50% of the worth of the 
facility, as determined by the Tarrant Appraisal 
District. 

 
2902.6  Additional fixtures for food preparation 
facilities.  In addition to the fixtures required 
by this chapter, all food service facilities shall 
also be provided with additional fixtures as 
outlined in this section. 

 
2902.6.1  Hand washing lavatory.  At least one 
hand washing lavatory shall be provided for use by 
employees that is accessible from food 
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preparation, food dispensing and warewashing 
areas.  The City of Arlington Neighborhood 
Services Department may require additional hand 
washing lavatories based on convenience of use by 
employees. 

 
2902.6.2  Service sink.  In new or remodeled food 
service establishments, at least one service sink 
or one floor sink shall be provided so that it is 
conveniently located for the cleaning of mops or 
similar wet floor cleaning tools and for the 
disposal of mop water and similar liquid waste.  
The City of Arlington Neighborhood Services 
Department shall be the final authority for the 
approval of the location. 
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(78) The amendment of Section 3109.1, entitled 
General., to read as follows: 

 
 The provisions of this section shall apply to the 

design and construction of barriers for all 
swimming pools. 

 
 EXCEPTION:  The following uses are regulated by 

State statute and are not subject to this section: 
 

1. Group R-2 apartments. 
 
2. A pool owned, controlled, or maintained by 

the owner of a multi-unit rental complex or 
by property owners association. 

 
 (79) The amendment of Section 3109.2 entitled 

Definitions, to read as follows: 
 
  3109.2  Definition.  The following words and terms 

shall, for the purposes of this section and as 
used elsewhere in this code, have the meaning 
shown herein. 

 
  MULTI-UNIT RENTAL COMPLEX is two or more dwelling 

units in one or more buildings that are under 
common ownership, managed by the same owner, 
managing agent, or management company, and located 
on the same lot or tract of land or adjacent lots 
or tracts of land.  The term includes a 
condominium project.  The term does not include: 

 
  (A) A facility primarily renting rooms to 

overnight guests; or 
 
  (B) A single-family home or adjacent single-

family homes that are not part of a condominium 
project. 

 
  POOL DECK is a flat walking surface consisting of 

wood, stone, brick, concrete or other similar 
material located within five feet (5') of the 
waters edge of a swimming pool or spa. 

 
  PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION is an association of 

property owners for a residential subdivision, 
condominium, cooperative, townhouse project, or 
other project involving residential dwellings. 
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  SELF-CLOSING GATE is a gate, which closes or shuts 
automatically, without the aid of human, 
electrical, solar or battery power after being 
opened. 

 
  SELF-CLOSING AND SELF-LATCHING DEVICE is a device 

that causes a gate to automatically close and 
latch without human, electrical, solar or battery 
power. 

 
  SWIMMING POOLS.  Any structure intended for 

swimming, recreational bathing or wading that 
contains water over 24 inches (610 mm) deep.  This 
includes in-ground, aboveground and on-ground 
pools; hot tubs; spas and fixed-in-place wading 
pools. 

 
 (80) The amendment of Section 3109.4.1.3, entitled 

Closely Spaced Horizontal Members., by the 
addition of an exception to number 1 to read as 
follows: 

 
  EXCEPTION:  When horizontal members are part of a 

fence that is at least 6 feet (1830 mm) in height, 
the horizontal members need not be on the pool 
side of the barrier. 

 
 (81) The amendment of Section 3109.4.1.7, entitled 

Gates., by the addition of an Exception to number 
4 to read as follows: 

 
  EXCEPTION:  Driveway access gates across a paved 

or improved surface intended for regular vehicle 
access shall not be located in a swimming pool 
barrier. 

 
 (82) The amendment of Section 3109.5, entitled 

Entrapment avoidance., to read as follows: 
 

3109.5 Entrapment avoidance.  All swimming pools 
shall be provided with a means of entrapment 
avoidance that complies with Title 25 of the Texas 
Administrative Code, Part 1, Chapter 265, 
Subchapter L, Sections 181 through 107 as adopted 
and amended in Article VII, Public Swimming Pools, 
of the Health and Safety Chapter of the Code of 
the City of Arlington.   
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 (83) The amendment of Section 3304.1, entitled 
Excavation and Fill., by the addition of the 
following five (5) paragraphs and one (1) 
"EXCEPTION" after the first paragraph: 

 
Should trench excavations exceed five feet (5') in 
depth, bid documents and construction contracts 
must include provisions for specifications for 
adequate safety systems that meet Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) standards.  
Further, these plans and specifications shall 
include a pay item for these safety systems, which 
is to be a part of the contract.  In addition, a 
safety program outline shall be provided to the 
property owner by the contractor and the 
contractor's safety record shall be reviewed as a 
condition of the contract award. 

 
Prior to performing such excavations, the 
contractor must submit plans and specifications 
for trench shoring to the Building Official for 
review.  The plans shall be stamped, signed and 
dated by a registered professional engineer 
attesting that these plans meet OSHA requirements 
in accordance with state law. 

 
  The contract requirements of this Section shall 

not apply to contracts entered into with persons 
subject to the safety standards adopted under 
V.A.C.S., Article 6053-1, entitled Transportation 
of Gas and Gas Pipeline Facilities. 

 
Acceptable fill shall only be comprised of one or 
more of the following materials:  Dirt, concrete 
or asphalt.  No person shall cause, allow, suffer 
or permit fill containing any other material to be 
used for any building, structure, foundation or 
retaining structure. 

 
  No person shall cause, allow, suffer or permit 

fill to be placed or stored, upon any undeveloped 
lot not currently experiencing ongoing 
construction, in such a manner that said fill is 
not spread uniformly so that no area of fill 
differs in height by more than twenty-four inches 
(24") from any other area of fill on said lot.  
Provided, however, that upon written notice by the 
Building Official or a designated representative, 
the record property owner of any such lot shall be 
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allowed forty-five (45) days to remove or spread 
said fill in order to comply with this provision.  
Notice shall be deemed sufficient for this purpose 
if mailed, by certified mail, return receipt 
requested, to the last-known address of the record 
property owner, or if personally delivered to said 
owner. 

 
EXCEPTION:  This provision shall not apply to fill 
located upon the premises of a business, which 
provides said fill to others for compensation.  A 
valid certificate of occupancy for such business 
shall be sufficient to establish the applicability 
of this exception. 

 
 

Further, Article I, Section 1.04, Amendments, Additions 
and Deletions, Subsection (D), is hereby amended so that 
said subsection reads as follows: 
 
D. The amendment of the following I.R.C. provisions: 
 

(1) The amendment of Section R101.2, entitled Scope., 
is amended by the deletion of the Exception in 
its entirety. 

 
(2) The amendment of Section R102.4, entitled 

Referenced codes and standards., to read as 
follows: 

 
R102.4 Referenced codes and standards.  The codes, 
when specifically adopted, and standards 
referenced in this code shall be considered part 
of the requirements of this code to the prescribed 
extent of each such reference.  Whenever 
amendments have been adopted to the referenced 
codes and standards, each reference to said code 
and standards shall be considered to reference the 
amendments as well.  Any reference made to NFPA 
70, ICC Electrical Code, or Chapters 33 through 42 
shall mean the Electrical Code as adopted. 

 
Where differences occur between provisions of this 
code and referenced codes and standards, the 
provisions of this code shall apply. 

 
EXCEPTION:  Where enforcement of a code provision 
would violate the conditions of the listing of the 
equipment or appliance, the conditions of the 
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listing and manufacture's instructions shall 
apply.  

 
(3) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R202, entitled 

Definitions., to revise the definition of 
"Townhouse" and add the definition of “Naturally 
Durable Wood” to read as follows: 

 
TOWNHOUSE. A single-family dwelling unit 
constructed in a group of attached units separated 
by property lines in which each unit extends from 
foundation to roof and with open space on at least 
two sides. 

 
NATURALLY DURABLE WOOD.  The heartwood of the 
following species with the exception that an 
occasional piece with corner sapwood is permitted 
if 90 percent or more of the width of each side on 
which it occurs is heartwood. 
 

Decay resistant.  Redwood, cedars, black 
locust and black walnut. 
 
Termite resistant.  Redwood and Eastern red 
cedar. 

 
(4) The amendment of table R301.2(1), entitled 

Climatic and Geographic Design Criteria, to fill 
in and amend footnotes as follows: 

 
Wind Ground 

Snow 
Load 

 
Speedd (mph) 

Seismic 
Design 

Categoryh

5 lb/ft2 90 (3-sec-gust)/75 fastest mile A 
 
  

Weatheringa
Frost 
line 
depthb

 
Termitec 

 
 

 
Moderate 

 
6" 

Very heavy  
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WINTER DESIGN 

TEMPd
ICE SHIELD UNDER-
LAYMENT REQUIREDg

FLOOD 
HAZARDSf

AIR FREEZING 
INDEXh

MEAN ANNUAL 
TEMPi

22oF No local 
code 

69oF 64.9oF 

 
 

For SI:  1 pound per square foot = 0.0479 kN/m.0², 1 mile per hour 
= 1.609 km/h. 
 
a. Weathering may require a higher strength concrete or grade of 

masonry than necessary to satisfy the structural requirements 
of this code.  The weathering column shall be filled in with 
the weathering index (i.e., “negligible,” “moderate” or 
“severe”) for concrete as determined from the Weathering 
Probability Map [Figure R301.2(3)].  The grade of masonry 
units shall be determined from ASTM C 34, C 55, C 62, C 73, C 
90, C 129, C 145, C 216 or C 652. 

b. The frost line depth may require deeper footings than 
indicated in Figure R403.1(1).  The jurisdiction shall fill 
in the frost line depth column with the minimum depth of 
footing below finish grade. 

c. The jurisdiction shall fill in this part of the table with 
“very heavy,” “moderate to heavy,” “slight to moderate,” or 
“none to slight” in accordance with Figure R301.2(6) 
depending on whether there has been a history of local 
damage. 

d. The jurisdiction shall fill in this part of the table with 
the wind speed from the basic wind speed map [Figure 
R301.2(4)].  Wind exposure category shall be determined on a 
site-specific basis in accordance with Section R301.2.1.4. 

e. The outdoor design dry-bulb temperature shall be selected 
from the columns of 97½-percent values for winter from 
Appendix D of the International Plumbing Code.  Deviations 
from the Appendix D temperatures shall be permitted to 
reflect local climates or local weather experience as 
determined by the building official. 

f. The jurisdiction shall fill in this part of the table with 
the Seismic Design Category determined from Section 
R301.2.2.1. 

g. The jurisdiction shall fill in this part of the table with a) 
the date of the jurisdiction’s entry into the National Flood 
Insurance Program (date of adoption of the first code or 
ordinance for management of flood hazard areas), (b) the 
date(s) of the currently effective FIRM and FBFM, or other 
flood hazard map adopted by the community, as may be amended. 

h. In accordance with Sections R905.2.7.1, R905.4.3, R905.5.3, 
R905.6.3, R905.7.3 and R905.8.3, for areas where the average 
daily temperature in January is 25°F (-4°C) or less, or where 
there has been a history of local damage from the effects of 
ice damming, the jurisdiction shall fill in this part of the 
table with “YES.”  Otherwise, the jurisdiction shall fill in 
this part of the table with “NO.”  
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i. The jurisdiction shall fill in this part of the table with 

the 100-year return period air freezing index (BF-days) from 
Figure R403.3(2) or from the 100-year (99%) value on the 
National Climatic Data Center data table “Air Freezing Index-
USA Method (Base 32° Fahrenheit)” at 
www.ncdc.noaa.gov/fpsf.html. 

 
j. The jurisdiction shall fill in this part of the table with 

the mean annual temperature from the National Climatic Data 
Center data table “Air Freezing Index-USA Method (Base 32° 
Fahrenheit)” at www.ncdc.noaa.gov/fpsf.html. 

 
(5) The amendment of I.R.C. Section 302, entitled 

Location on lot., by the addition of Section R302.4 
entitled Fire sprinkler system., to read as follows: 

 
R302.4 Fire sprinkler system.  All R3 and U 
occupancies are required to have an approved fire 
sprinkler system. 
 
EXCEPTION:  Buildings with an approved fire 
department access. 

 
(6) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R302.1, entitled 

Exterior walls., Exception, to read as follows: 
 

EXCEPTIONS: 
1. Tool and storage sheds, playhouses and similar 

structures exempted from permits by Section 
R105.2 are not required to provide wall 
protection based on location on the lot.  
Projections beyond the exterior wall shall not 
extend over the lot line. 

2. Open metal carport structures may be 
constructed within zero (0) feet of the 
property line without fire-resistive or 
opening projection when the location of such 
is approved as required by other City 
ordinances. 

 
(7) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R303.3, entitled 

Bathrooms., Exception, to read as follows: 
 

EXCEPTIONS: The glazed areas shall not be required 
where artificial light and a mechanical ventilation 
system, complying with one of the following, are 
provided: 
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1. The minimum ventilation rates shall be 50 cfm 
(23.6 L/s) for intermittent ventilation or 20 
cfm (9.4 L/s) for continuous ventilation.  
Ventilation air from the space shall be 
exhausted directly to the outside. 

 
 2. Bathrooms that contain only a water closet, 

lavatory or combination thereof may be 
ventilated with an approved mechanical 
recirculating fan or similar device designed 
to remove odors from the air. 

 
(8) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R303.8, entitled 

Required heating., to read as follows: 
 

R303.8 Required heating.  Every dwelling unit 
shall be provided with heating facilities capable 
of maintaining a minimum room temperature of 68ºF 
(20ºC) at a point 3 feet (914 mm) above the floor 
and 2 feet (610 mm) from exterior walls in all 
habitable rooms at the design temperature. 

 
(9) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R311.2.2, entitled 

Under stair protection., to read as follows: 
 
R311.2.2 Under stair protection.  Enclosed 
accessible space under stairs shall have walls, 
under stair surface and any soffits protected on 
the enclosed side with 5/8-inch (15.8 mm) fire-
rated gypsum board or one-hour fire-resistive 
construction. 

 
(10) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R311.4.3, entitled 

Landings at doors., to read as follows:  
 

R311.4.3 Landings at doors.  There shall be a 
floor or landing on each side of each exterior 
door.  
 
The floor or landing at the exit door required by 
Section R311.4.1 shall not be more than 1.5 inches 
(38 mm) lower than the top of the threshold.  The 
floor or landing at exterior doors other than the 
exit door required by Section R311.4.1 shall not 
be required to comply with this requirement but 
shall have a rise no greater than that permitted 
in Section R311.5.3. 
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Exception: The landing at an exterior doorway 
shall not be more than 7-3/4 inches (196 mm) below 
the top of the threshold, provided the door, other 
than an exterior storm or screen door, does not 
swing over the landing. 
 
The width of each landing shall not be less than 
the door served.  Every landing shall have a 
minimum dimension of 36 inches (914 mm) measured 
in the direction of travel. 

 
(11) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R317.1, entitled 

Two-family dwellings., to add a second Exception 
to read as follows: 

 
2. Two-family dwelling units that are also 

divided by a property line through the 
structure shall be separated as required for 
townhouses. 

 
(12) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R318.1, entitled 

Moisture control., to delete the Exceptions and 
revise to read as follows: 

 
R318.1 Moisture control.  In all framed walls, 
floors and roof/ceilings comprising elements of 
the building thermal envelope, a vapor retarder, 
when installed, shall be installed in a manner so 
as to not trap moisture. 

 
(13) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R319.1, entitled 

Location required., to read as follows: 
 

R.319.1  Location required.  Protection from decay 
shall be provided in the following locations by 
the use of naturally durable wood or wood that is 
pressure preservatively treated in accordance with 
AWPA C1, C2, C3, C4, C9, C15, C18, C22, C23, C24, 
C28, C31, C33, P1, P2, and P3. 
 

1. Wood joists or the bottom of a wood 
structural floor when closer than 18 inches 
(457 mm) or wood girders when closer than 12 
inches (305 mm) to the exposed ground in 
crawl spaces or unexcavated area located 
within the periphery of the building 
foundation. 
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2. All wood framing members that rest on 
concrete or masonry exterior foundation walls 
and are less than 8 inches (203 mm) from the 
exposed ground. 

 
3. Sills and sleepers on a concrete or masonry 

slab that is in direct contact with the 
ground unless separated from such slab by an 
impervious moisture barrier. 

 
4. The ends of wood girders entering exterior 

masonry or concrete walls having clearances 
of less than 0.5 inch (12.7 mm) on tops, 
sides and ends. 

 
5. Wood siding, sheathing and wall framing on 

the exterior of a building having a clearance 
of less than 6 inches (152 mm) from the 
ground. 

 
6. Wood structural members supporting moisture-

permeable floors or roofs that are exposed to 
the weather, such as concrete or masonry 
slabs, unless separated from such floors or 
roofs by an impervious moisture barrier. 

 
7. Wood furring strips or other wood framing 

members attached directly to the interior of 
exterior masonry walls or concrete walls 
below grade except where an approved vapor 
retarder is applied between the wall and the 
furring strips or framing members. 

 
(14) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R320.1, entitled 

Subterranean termite control., to read as follows: 
 

R320.1  Subterranean termite control.  In areas 
favorable to termite damage as established by 
Table R301.2(1), methods of protection shall be by 
one of the following or any combination of these 
methods.   
 

R320.1.1  Pressure preservatively treated or 
naturally durable wood shall be provided as 
per HUD standards.  Pressure preservatively 
treated wood shall be treated in accordance 
with the standards cited in R319.1. 
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R320.1.1.1  Quality mark.  Lumber and plywood 
required to be pressure preservatively 
treated in accordance with R324.1 shall bear 
the quality mark of an approved inspection 
agency which maintains continuing 
supervision, testing, and inspection over the 
quality of the product and which has been 
approved by an accreditation body which 
complies with the requirements of the 
American Lumber Standards Committee treated 
wood program. 
 
R320.1.1.2  Field treatment.  Field cut ends, 
notches and drilled holes of pressure 
preservatively treated wood shall be 
retreated in the field in accordance with 
AWPA M4. 

 
(15) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R320.2, entitled 

Chemical soil treatment., to be entitled Pesticide 
treatment and to read as follows: 

 
R320.2 Pesticide treatment.  The concentrations, 
rate of application and treatment methods of the 
termiticide shall be consistent with the 
termiticide label.  Pesticide treatment shall be 
provided using methods approved by the 
Environmental Protection Agency and the Texas 
Structural Pest Control Board. 
 
R320.2.1 Physical Barriers.  Physical barriers 
shall be installed as recognized by Texas 
Structural Pest Control Board. 

 
(16) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R320.4, entitled 

Foam plastic protection., to read as follows: 
 

R320.4  Foam plastic protection.  In areas where 
the probability of termite infestation is “very 
heavy” as indicated in Figure R301.2(6), extruded 
and expanded polystyrene, polyisocyanurate and 
other foam plastics shall not be installed on the 
exterior face or under interior or exterior 
foundation walls or slab foundations located below 
grade.  The clearance between foam plastics 
installed above grade and exposed earth shall be 
at least 6 inches (152 mm). 
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(17) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R323.1, entitled 
General., to read as follows: 
 
R323.1 General.  All buildings and structures, 
when permitted to be erected in areas prone to 
flooding as identified in Table R301.2(1) and 
classified as either flood hazard areas (including 
A Zones) or coastal high hazard areas (including 
V-Zones), shall be constructed and elevated as 
required by the provisions contained in this 
section or by other local provisions as 
applicable. 

 
(18) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R602.10.6, 

entitled Alternate braced wall panels., to add a 
third paragraph to read as follows: 

 
 3.  Vertical wall segments in the first of one-or 

first of two-story buildings next to wall openings 
shall be permitted to have a 6:1 height-to-width 
ratio (with height being measured from top of 
header to sill plate) when constructed in 
accordance with the following provisions.  Each 
panel shall have a length of not less than 16 
inches (406 mm) and a height of not more than 10 
feet (3048 mm).  Each panel shall be sheathed on 
one face with a single layer of 3/8-inch-minimum-
thickness (9.5 mm) wood structural panel sheathing 
nailed with 8d common or galvanized box nails in 
accordance with Figure R602.10.5(2).  The wood 
structural panel sheathing shall extend up over 
the solid sawn or glued-laminated header and shall 
be nailed in accordance with Figure R602.10.6.  
The header shall extend between the inside faces 
of the first full-length outer studs of each 
panel.  The clear span of the header between the 
inner studs of each panel shall be not less than 
six feet (1829 mm) and not more than 18 feet (5486 
mm) in length.  A strap with an uplift capacity of 
not less than 1000 pounds (454 kg) shall fasten 
the header to the side of the inner studs opposite 
the sheathing.  Two anchor bolts shall be 
installed in accordance with Section R403.1.6, and 
plate washers shall be a minimum of 2 inches by 2 
inches by 3/16 inch (51 mm by 51 mm by 4.88 mm) 
thick and shall be used on each bolt.  This 
exception is only permitted in Seismic Design 
Categories A-C. 
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Figure R602.10.6 
BRACED WALL PANEL  

 

 
(19) The amendment of I.R.C. Section R703.7.4.1, 

entitled Size and spacing., to add a second 
paragraph to read as follows: 

 
For 2.67 square feet (0.248 m2) of wall area, the 
following dimensions shall be adhered to: 
1. When ties are placed on studs 16" o.c., they 

shall be spaced no further apart than 24" 
vertically starting approximately 12" from 
the foundation. 

2. When ties are placed on studs 24" o.c., they 
shall be spaced no further apart than 16" 
vertically starting approximately 8" from the 
foundation. 

 
(20) The addition of I.R.C. Section R902.3, entitled 

Minimum roof class., to read as follows: 
 

R902.3 Minimum roof class.  All roof coverings 
shall be a minimum Class C.  All individual 

(47) 



 

replacement shingles or shakes shall be a minimum 
Class C. 

EXCEPTION:  Non-classified roof coverings shall be 
permitted on buildings of U occupancies having not 
more than 120 sq. ft. of projected roof area. 
When exceeding 120 sq. ft. of projected roof area,

 

 
 

1) 

buildings of U occupancies may use non-rated non-
combustible coverings. 

 
(2 The amendment of I.R.C. Section R907.1, entitled 

General., to add a sentence to read as follows: 
 

(22) 

All individual replacement shingles or shakes 
shall comply with Section R902.3.  
 
The amendment of I.R.C. Section N1101.2.1, 
entitled Detached one- and two-family dwellings, 
type A-1., to read as follows: 

N1101.2.1  Detached one- and two-family dwellings.  
l

 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. s
e

Comp iance shall be demonstrated by one of the 
following: 
 

Meeting the requirements of this chapter for 
buildings with a glazing area that does not 
exceed 15 percent of the gross area of 
exterior walls;  
Meeting the requirements of this chapter for 
buildings with a glazing area that is greater 
than 15 percent but not exceeding 20 percent 
of the gross area of exterior walls and air 
conditioning equipment rated 12 SEER or 
higher; 
Meeting the requirements of this chapter for 
buildings with a glazing area that is greater 
than 20 percent but not exceeding 25 percent 
of the gross area of exterior walls and air 
conditioning equipment rated 14 SEER or 
higher; or 
Meeting the requirement  of the International 
Energy Conservation Cod  for detached one-and 
two-family dwellings. 

 
(23) The addition of I.R.C. Section N1101.3.4, entitled 

Exterior basement or slab insulation., to read as 
follows: 
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N1101.3.4  Exterior basement or slab insulation.  
When susceptibility to termite damage is 
classified as "very heavy" according to Table 
R301.2(1), designs employing basement or slab 
exterior insulation capable of harboring termites 
shall not be utilized. 
 

(24) The amendment of I.R.C. Section N1102.1, entitled 
Thermal performance criteria., to read as 
follows: 

N1102.1  Thermal performance criteria.  The 
minimum required insulation R-value or maximum 
required U-factor for each element in the building 
thermal envelope (fenestration, roof/ceiling, 

 

(25) 

opaque wall, floor, slab edge, crawl space wall 
and basement wall) shall be in accordance with the 
criteria in Table N1102.1. 
 
Detached one- and two-family dwellings with 
greater than 25 percent glazing area; residential 
buildings, townhouses, with greater than 25 
percent glazing area shall determine compliance 
using the building envelope requirements of the 
International Energy Conservation Code. 
 
The amendment of I.R.C. Table N1102.1, entitled 
Simplified Prescriptive Building Envelope Thermal 
Component Criteria Minimum Required Thermal 
Performance (U-factor and R-value)., to read as 

U

follow

MINIMUM INSULATION 

s: 
 

R-VAL E [(hr*ft2*F)/Btu] MAXIMUM 
GLAZING 

U- 
FACTOR 
[Btu/(hr
*ft2*F)] 

Ceilings 
open to 

Space Rafter 

 

W

 
Floors

Attic 

Ceiling 
Joist/ 
Roof alls

 
Basement 
Walls 

Slab 
perimeter

  
Crawl 
space
walls

Assembly
0.65 R-38 R-22 R-13 R-19 R-0 R-0 R-7a

 
a. Crawl space insulation is only required 

for structures with uninsulated floors.  
 

Use of this table is limited to projects where the 
cathedral ceiling area is limited to one third or 
less of the total ceiling area. 
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(26) The exception of I.R.C. Section N1102.1.6, 
entitled Slab-on-grade floors., to read as 
follows: 

Exception: 
 
 Slab perimeter insulation is not 

required for unheated slabs in areas of very heavy 
termite infestation probability as shown in Figure 
R301.2(6).   

 
(27) The amendment of I.R.C. Section N1102.2, entitled 

Maximum solar heat gain coefficient for 
fenestration products., to read as follows: 

N1102.2  Maximum solar heat gain coefficient for 
fenestration products.  The area-weighted-average 

 

 
(28)  of I.R.C. Section N1102.2, entitled 

ar heat gain coefficient for 

solar heat gain coefficient (SHGC) for glazed 
fenestration installed in climate zones with less 
than 3,500 HDD shall not exceed 0.40. 

The amendment
Maximum sol
fenestration products., adding Exceptions to read 

 
 

 
1.  A

 
y 

actor 

ndment  enti  
PING I SSESª s, 

and the amendment o tnote “b” as

FLUID TEMP RANGE INSULATION 
THICKNESS 

as follows: 

Exceptions: 

ny glazing facing within 45 degrees of true 
north; 

2. Any glazing facing within 45 degrees of true
south which is shaded along its full width b
a permanent overhang with a projection f
of 0.3 or greater. 

3.  Any fenestration with permanently attached 
screens where the screens have a rated 
shading coefficient of .6 or less. 

 
(29) The ame

HVAC PI
 of Table N1103.5
NSULATION THICKNE

f foo

tled MINIMUM
., as follow
 : follows

 
Cooling Systems 

(oF) 
inchesb

40-55 .5Chilled water, 
refrigerant or brine Below 40 1.25 
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b. For piping lengths in excess of five (5) feet 
(1,524 mm) exposed to outdoor air, increase 
thickness by 0.5 inch (13 mm). 

 
(30) The amendment of I.R.C. Section M1305.1.3, 

entitled Appliances in attics., to read as 
follows: 

M1305.1.3  Appliances in attics.  Attics 
containing appliances requiring access shall be 
provided with an opening and a clear and 
unobstructed passageway large enough to allow 
removal of the largest appliance, but not less 
than 30 inches (762 mm) high and 22 inches (559 
mm) wide and not more than 20 feet (6096 mm) in 
length when measured along the centerline of the 
passageway from the opening to the appliance.  The 
passageway shall have continuous, unobstructed 
solid flooring not less than 24 inches (610 mm) 
wide.  A level service space at least 30 inches 
(762 mm) deep and 30 inches (762 mm) wide shall be 
present along all sides of the appliance where 
access is required.  The clear access opening 
dimensions shall be a minimum of 20 inches by 30 
nches (508

 

 mm by 762 mm), or larger where such 
men s gh to allow removal 

of the largest appliance.  As a minimum, access to 
the a  
follo

(31) 

i
di sion  are not large enou

ttic space shall be provided by one of the 
wing: 

 
1. A permanent stair. 
2. A pull down stair. 
3. An access door from an upper floor 

level. 
 
EXCEPTION:  The passageway and level service space 
are not required where the appliance is capable of 
being serviced and removed through the required 
opening. 
 
The amendment of I.R.C. Section M1305.1.3.1, 
titled en Electrical requirements., to add a 

sentence to read as follows: 
 

Low voltage wiring of 50 Volts or less shall be 

(32) 

installed in a manner to prevent physical damage. 
  
The amendment of I.R.C. Section M1305.1.4.1, 
entitled Ground clearance., to read as follows: 
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M1305.1.4.1  Ground clearance.  Appliances 
supported from the ground shall be level and firmly 
supported on a concrete slab or other approved 
material extending above the adjoining grade a 
minimum of 3 inches (76 mm).  Appliances suspended 
from the floor shall have a clearance of not less 
than 6 inches (152 mm) above the ground. 
 
The amendment of I.R.C. Section M1305.1.4.3, 
entitled 

(33)
Electrical requirements., to add a 

sentence to read as follows: 
 

Low voltage wiring of 50 Volts or less shall be 
installed in a manner to prevent physical damage. 
 

(34) The amendment of I.R.C. Section M1307.3.1, 
entitled Protection from impact., by deleting it 
in its entirety. 

The amendment of I.R.C. Section M1411.3 entitled 
 
(35) 

Condensate disposal., to read as follows: 
 
M1411.3  Condensate disposal.  Condensate from all 
cooling coils and evaporators shall be conveyed 
rom the drain pan outlet to a permanently wet p-f
trap.  Condensate 
ublicly exposed are
ley i

shall not discharge in a 
a such as into a street, 

uisa .
 
 Exce
 

 

 

4. 

p
al
n

, s dewalk or other areas so as to cause a 
nce  

ptions: 

1. Condensate may discharge directly to a 
roof drain that connects to an 
underground storm sewer system, 
Condensate may discharge direc2. tly onto 
roofs covered with membrane type roof 
coverings where the condensate will drain 
to a roof drain that connects to an 
underground storm sewer system, 
Condensate may discharge to a 3. landscaped 
area containing flowers and other bedding 
plants other than turf.  There must be 
five square feet of landscaped area for 
each ton of refrigeration, or 
Condensate may discharge to a French 
drain consisting of a pit excavated below 
grade that is not less than 24 inches 
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(610 mm) in any dimension.  The pit shall 
be filled with coarse gravel and the 
drainpipe shall extend into the pit and 
be securely anchored.  A single drain 
shall not receive the condensate 
discharge of more than 10 tons nominal of 
combined cooling capacity.  The pit shall 
be covered with sod after inspection.  
The French drain shall not be located so 
that it will receive direct discharge 
from a roof or downspout. 
 

The amendment of I.R.C. Section M1411.3.1, (36) 
Auxiliary and secondary drain systems., by adding 

raph number 4 to read as follows: 

Discharge, as noted, shall be to a 
conspicuous point of disposal to alert 
occupants in the event of a stoppage of the 

parag
 

4. 

 
(37) 

drain.  However, the conspicuous point shall 
not create a hazard such as dripping over a 
walking surface or other areas so as to 
create a nuisance.    

The amendment of I.R.C. Section 1411.4 entitled  
Insulation of refrigerant piping., to read as 
ollows: f
 
M1411.4 Insulation of refrigerant piping.
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Insulation of refrigerant piping shall be in 
accordance with Chapter 11 of this code. 
 

The amendment of I.R.C. Section M1501.2, entitled 
Exhaust duct size., to read as follows: 

M1501.2  Exhaust duct size.  The minimum diameter 
of the exhaust duct shall be as recommended by the 
manufacturer, shall be at least the diameter of 

 

(39) 

the appliance outlet and shall be a minimum 
nominal size of 4 inches (102 mm) diameter.  The 
size of duct shall not be reduced along its 
developed length nor at the point of termination. 
 
The amendment of I.R.C. Section M1501.3, entitled 
Length limitation., to read as follows: 

M1501.3 Length limitation.  The maximum length of 
a clothes dryer exhaust duct shall not exceed 25 
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feet (7620 mm) from the dryer location to the wall 
or roof termination with not more than two bends.  
When extra bends are installed, the maximum length 
of the duct shall be reduced 2.5 feet (762 mm) for 
each 45-degree (0.79 rad) bend and 5 feet (1524 
) f egree (1.6 rad) bend that occur mm or each 90-d

 the first 
 

af
di
e

ter two bends, measuring in the 
rec
xhau u
 
 Excep
 

1. 

 
2. 

 

transition duct, shall be permitted to 
be in accordance with the dryer manu-
facturer’s installation instructions. 

tion of airflow.  The maximum length of the 
st d ct does not include the transition duct. 

tions: 

Where a clothes dryer booster fan is 
installed and listed and labeled for the 
application, the maximum length of the 
exhaust duct, including any transition 
duct, shall be permitted to be in 
accordance with the booster fan 
manufacturer’s installation 
instructions.  Where a clothes dryer 
booster fan is installed and not readily 
accessible from the room in which the 
dryer is located, a permanent 
identifying label shall be placed 
adjacent to where the exhaust duct 
enters the wall.  The label shall bear 
the words “This dryer exhaust system is 
equipped with a remotely located booster 
fan.” 

Where the make and model of the clothes 
dryer to be installed is known and the 
manufacturer’s installation instructions 
for such dryer are provided to the 
building official, the maximum length of
the exhaust duct, including any 
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(40) The amendment of I.R.C. Section M2005.2, entitled 
Prohibited locations., to read as follows: 

 
M2005.2 Prohibited locations.  Fuel-fired water 
heaters shall not be installed in a room used as a 
storage closet.  Water heaters located in a 
bedroom or bathroom shall be installed in a sealed 
enclosure so that combustion air will not be taken 
from the living space.  Access to such enclosure 
may be from the bedroom or bathroom when through a 
solid door, weather-stripped in accordance with 
the exterior door air leakage requirements of the 
International Energy Conservation Code and 
equipped with an approved self-closing device. 
Direct-vent water heaters are not required to be 
installed within an enclosure. 
 

(41) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2408.3 (305.4), 
entitled Private garages., by deleting it in its 
entirety. 

 
(42) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2412.5 (401.5), 

entitled Identification., to add a second 
paragraph to read as follows: 

 
Both ends of each section of medium pressure 
corrugated stainless steel tubing (CSST) shall 
identify its operating gas pressure with an 
approved tag.  The tags are to be composed of 
aluminum or stainless steel and the following 
wording shall be stamped into the tag: 
 

"WARNING 
½ to 5 psi gas pressure 
Do Not Remove" 
 

(43) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2413.3 (402.3), 
entitled Sizing., to add an exception to read as 
follows: 

 
EXCEPTION: Corrugated stainless steel tubing 
(CSST) shall be a minimum of ½". 
 

(44) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2415.6 (404.6), 
entitled Piping in solid floors., to read as 
follows: 

 
G2415.6 (404.6) Piping in solid floors.  Piping in 
solid floor shall be laid in channels in the floor 
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and covered in a manner that will allow access to 
the piping with a minimum amount of damage to the 
building.  Where such piping is subject to 
exposure to excessive moisture or corrosive 
substances, the piping shall be protected in an 
approved manner.  As an alternative to 
installation in channels, the piping shall be 
installed in accordance with Section G2415.11 
(404.11). 
 

(45) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2415.9 (404.9), 
entitled Minimum burial depth., to read as 
follows: 

 
 G2415.9 (404.9) Minimum burial depth.  Underground 

piping systems shall be installed a minimum depth 
of 18 inches (458 mm) below grade. 
 

(46) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2415.9.1 
(404.9.1), entitled Individual outside 
appliances., by deleting it in its entirety. 

 
(47) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2417.1 (406.1), 

entitled General., to read as follows: 
 
 G2417.1 (406.1) General. Prior to acceptance and 

initial operation, all piping installations shall 
be inspected and pressure tested to determine that 
the materials, design, fabrication, and 
installation practices comply with the 
requirements of this code.  The permit holder 
shall make the applicable tests prescribed in 
Sections 2417.1.1 through 2417.7.4 to determine 
compliance with the provisions of this code.  The 
permit holder shall give reasonable advance notice 
to the code official when the piping system is 
ready for testing.  The equipment, material, power 
and labor necessary for the inspections and test 
shall be furnished by the permit holder and the 
permit holder shall be responsible for determining 
that the work will withstand the test pressure 
prescribed in the following tests. 

 
(48) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2417.4 (406.4), 

entitled Test pressure measurements., to read as 
follows: 

 
G2417.4 (406.4) Test pressure measurement.  Test 
pressure shall be measured with a monometer or 
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with a pressure-measuring device designed and 
calibrated to read, record, or indicate a pressure 
loss caused by leakage during the pressure test 
period.  The source of pressure shall be isolated 
before the pressure tests are made.  For tests 
requiring a pressure of 3 psig, mechanical gauges 
shall utilize a dial with a minimum diameter of 
three and one half inches (3 ½”), a set hand, 1/10 
pound incrementation and pressure range not to 
exceed 6 psi for tests requiring a pressure of 3 
psig.  For tests requiring a pressure of 10 psig, 
mechanical gauges shall utilize a dial with a 
minimum diameter of three and one-half inches (3 
½”), a set hand, a minimum of 2/10 pound 
incrementation and a pressure range not to exceed 
20 psi.   
 

(49) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2417.4.1 
(406.4.1), entitled Test pressure., to read as 
follows: 

 
G2417.4.1 (406.4.1) Test pressure.  The test 
pressure to be used shall be not less than 3 psig 
(20 kPa gauge), or at the discretion of the Code 
Official, the piping and valves may be tested at a 
pressure of at least six (6) inches (152 mm) of 
mercury, measured with a manometer or slope gauge.  
For welded piping, and for piping carrying gas at 
pressures in excess of fourteen (14) inches water 
column pressure (3.48 kPa) (1/2 psi) and less than 
200 inches of water column pressure (52.2 kPa) 
(7.5 psi), the test pressure shall not be less 
than ten (10) pounds per square inch (69.6 kPa).  
For piping carrying gas at a pressure that exceeds 
200 inches of water column (52.2 kPa) (7.5 psi), 
the test pressure shall be not less than one and 
one-half times the proposed maximum working 
pressure. 
 

(50) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2417.4.2 
(406.4.2), entitled Test duration., to read as 
follows: 

 
G2417.4.2 (406.4.2) Test duration.  Test duration 
shall be held for a length of time satisfactory to 
the Code Official, but in no case for less than 
fifteen (15) minutes.  For welded piping, and for 
piping carrying gas at pressures in excess of 
fourteen (14) inches water column pressure (3.48 
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kPa), the test duration shall be held for a length 
of time satisfactory to the Code Official, but in 
no case for less than thirty (30) minutes. 
 

(51) The addition of I.R.C. Section G2420.1.4, entitled 
Valves in CSST installations., to read as follows: 

 
G2420.1.4 Valves in CSST installations.  Shutoff 
valves installed with corrugated stainless steel 
(CSST) piping systems shall be supported with an 
approved termination fitting, or equivalent 
support, suitable for the size of the valves, of 
adequate strength and quality, and located at 
intervals so as to prevent or damp out excessive 
vibration but in no case greater than 12-inches 
from the center of the valve.  Supports shall be 
installed so as not to interfere with the free 
expansion and contraction of the system's piping, 
fittings, and valves between anchors.  All valves 
and supports shall be designed and installed so 
they will not be disengaged by movement of the 
supporting piping. 
 

(52) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2421.1 (410.1), 
entitled Pressure regulators., to add a second 
paragraph and an exception to read as follows: 

 
Access to regulators shall comply with the 
requirements for access to appliances as specified 
in Section M1305. 
 
EXCEPTION:  A passageway or level service space is 
not required when the regulator is capable of 
being serviced and removed through the required 
attic opening. 
 

(53) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2439.5 (613.6), 
entitled Clothes dryer ducts., to add a sentence 
to read as follows: 

 
The size of duct shall not be reduced along its 
developed length nor at the point of termination. 
 

(54) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2439.5.1 
(613.6.1), entitled Maximum length., to read as 
follows: 

 
G2439.5.1 (613.6.1) Maximum length.  The maximum 
length of a clothes dryer exhaust duct shall not 
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exceed 25 feet (7620 mm) from the dryer location 
to the outlet terminal with not more than two 
bends.  When extra bends are installed, the 
maximum length of the duct shall be reduced 2½ 
feet (762 mm) for each 45-degree (0.79 rad) bend 
and 5 feet (1524 mm) for each 90-degree (1.6 rad) 
bend that occur after the first two bends, 
measuring in the direction of airflow. 
 
(Exception remains unchanged.) 
 

(55) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2445.2 (621.2), 
entitled Prohibited use., to read as follows: 

 
G2445.2 (621.2) Prohibited use.  One or more 
unvented room heaters shall not be used as the 
sole source of comfort heating in a dwelling unit. 
 
EXCEPTION:  Existing approved unvented heaters may 
continue to be used in dwelling units, in 
accordance with the code provisions in effect when 
installed, when approved by the Code Official 
unless an unsafe condition is determined to exist 
as described in International Fuel Gas Code 
Section 108.7. 

 
(56) The amendment of I.R.C. Section G2448.1.1 

(624.1.1), entitled Installation requirements., to 
read as follows: 

 
G2448.1.1 (624.1.1) Installation requirements.  
The requirements for water heaters relative to 
access, sizing, relief valves, drain pans and 
scald protection shall be in accordance with this 
code. 
 

(57) The amendment of I.R.C. Section P2503.5.1, 
entitled Rough plumbing., to add a second 
paragraph to item #1 to read as follows: 

 
Shower receptors shall be tested for water 
tightness by filling with water to the level of 
the rough threshold.  The drain shall be plugged 
in a manner so that both sides of pans shall be 
subjected to the test at the point where it is 
clamped to the drain. 
 

(58) The amendment of I.R.C. Section P2503.7.2, 
entitled Testing., to read as follows: 
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P2503.7.2 Testing.  Reduced pressure principle 
backflow preventers, double check valve 
assemblies, double-detector check valve assemblies 
and pressure vacuum breaker assembles shall be 
tested at the time of installation, immediately 
after repairs or relocation at regular intervals 
as required by applicable state or local 
provisions. 

 
(59) The amendment of I.R.C. Section P2603.2.1, 

entitled Protection against physical damage., to 
read as follows: 

 
 P2603.2.1 Protection against physical damage.  In 

concealed locations, where piping, other than 
cast-iron or galvanized steel, is installed 
through holes or notches in studs, joists, rafters 
or similar members less than 1.5 inches (38 mm) 
from the nearest edge of the member, the pipe 
shall be protected by shield plates.  Protective 
shield plates shall be a minimum of .062-inch –
thick (1.6 mm) steel, and shall cover the area of 
the pipe where the member is notched or bored. 

 
(60) The addition of I.R.C. Section P2603.6.1, entitled 

Sewer depth., to read as follows: 
 

P2603.6.1 Sewer depth.  Building sewers shall be a 
minimum of 12 inches (304 mm) below grade. 

 
(61) The amendment of I.R.C. Section P2709.1, entitled 

Construction., to add an exception to read as 
follows: 

 
EXCEPTION: Showers designed to comply with 
ICC/ANSI A117.1. 

 
(62) The amendment of Section P2709.2, entitled Lining 

required., to read as follows: 
 

P2709.2 Lining required.  The adjoining walls and 
floor framing, enclosing on-site built-up shower 
receptors shall be lined with sheet lead, copper 
or a plastic liner material that complies with 
either ASTM D 4068 or ASTM D 455; both shall have 
a minimum thickness of .040 inches (1.02 mm). The 
lining material shall extend not less than 3 
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inches (76 mm) beyond or around the rough jambs 
and not less than 3 inches (76 mm) above finished 
thresholds. Hot mopping shall be permitted in 
accordance with Section P2709.2.1. 

 
(63) The amendment of I.R.C. Section P2801.6, entitled 

Water heaters installed in garages., to add an 
xception to read as follows: e

  
 EXCEPTION:  Elevation of the ignition source is 

not required for water heaters that are listed as 
flammable vapor resistant and for installation 
without elevation. 

 
(64) The addition of I.R.C. Section P2801.7, entitled 

Water heaters above ground or floor., and Section 
P2801.7.1 to read as follows: 

 
P2801.7  Water heaters above ground or floor.  
When the mezzanine or platform in which a water 
heater is installed is more than eight (8) feet 
(2438 mm) above the ground or floor level, it 
shall be made accessible by a stairway or 
permanent ladder fastened to the building. 
 
P2801.7.1  Whenever the mezzanine or platform is 
not adequately lighted or access to a receptacle 
outlet is not obtainable from the main level, 
lighting and a receptacle outlet shall be provided 
in accordance with Section M1305.1.3.1. 

 
(65) The amendment of I.R.C. Section P2803.6.1, 

entitled Requirements for discharge pipe., by 
adding a last sentence to read as follows: 

 
When discharging outside the building, the point 
of discharge shall be with the end of the pipe not 
more than two (2) feet (610 mm) nor less than six 
(6) inches (152 mm) above the ground. 

 
(66) The amendment of I.R.C. Section P2902.4.3, 

entitled Lawn irrigation systems, to read as 
follows: 

 
P2902.4.3  Lawn irrigation systems.  The potable 
water supply system to lawn irrigation systems 
shall be protected against backflow by an 
atmospheric-type vacuum breaker, a pressure type 
vacuum breaker, a double check assembly or a 
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reduced principle backflow preventer.  A valve 
shall not be installed downstream from an 
atmospheric vacuum breaker.  Where chemicals are 
introduced into the system, the potable water 
supply shall be protected against backflow by a 
reduced pressure principle backflow preventer. 

 
(67) The amendment of I.R.C. Table P2904.4.1, entitled 

Water Service Pipe., by deleting all references 
(row items 11 and 12) to Polybutylene (PB) plastic 
pipe and tubing. 

 
(68) The amendment of I.R.C. Table 2904.5, entitled 

WATER DISTRIBUTION PIPE, by deleting all 
references (row 8) to Polybutylene (PB) plastic 
pipe and tubing. 

 
(69) The amendment of I.R.C. Section P2904.5, entitled 

Water distribution pipe., 2904.5.1, entitled Under 
concrete slabs., and 2904.14, entitled Underground 
joints., by deleting reference to "PB" plastic 
pipe. 

 
(70) The amendment of I.R.C. Section P3103.1, entitled 

Roof extension., to read as follows: 
 

P3103.1 Roof extension.  All open vent pipes which 
extend through a roof shall be terminated at least 
six (6) inches (152 mm) above the roof except that 
where a roof is to be used for any purpose other 
than weather protection, the vent extensions shall 
be run at least seven (7) feet (2134 mm) above the 
roof. 
 

(71) The amendment of I.R.C Section P3105.2, entitled 
Fixture drains., to read as follows: 
 

 P3105.2 Fixture drains.  The total fall in a 
fixture drain due to pipe slope shall not exceed 
one pipe diameter, nor shall the vent pipe 
connection to a fixture drain, except for water 
closets, be below the weir of the trap. 

 
(72) The amendment of P3105.3, entitled Vertical leg 

for waste fixture drains., and Figure P3105.3, 
entitled Vertical leg fixture drain schematic., by 
deleting them in their entirety. 
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(73) The amendment of I.R.C. Section P3112.2, entitled 
Vent connection., to read as follows: 

 
P3112.2 Installation. Traps for island sinks and 
similar equipment shall be roughed in above the 
floor and may be vented by extending the vent as 
high as possible, but not less than the drainboard 
height and then returning it downward and 
connecting it to the horizontal sink drain 
immediately downstream from the vertical fixture 
drain.  The return vent shall be connected to the 
horizontal drain through a wye-branch fitting and 
shall, in addition, be provided with a foot vent 
taken off the vertical fixture vent by means of a 
wye-branch immediately below the floor and 
extending to the nearest partition and then 
through the roof to the open air or may be 
connected to other vents at a point not less than 
six (6) inches (152 mm) above the flood level rim 
of the fixtures served.  Drainage fittings shall 
be used on all parts of the vent below the floor 
level and a minimum slope of one-quarter (1/4) 
inch per foot (20.9 mm/m) back to the drain shall 
be maintained.  The return bend used under the 
drainboard shall be a one (1) piece fitting or an 
assembly of a forty-five (45) degree (0.79 
radius), a ninety (90) degree (1.6 radius) and a 
forty-five (45) degree (0.79 radius) elbow in the 
order named.  Pipe sizing shall be as elsewhere 
required in this Code.  The island sink drain, 
upstream of the return vent, shall serve no other 
fixtures.  An accessible cleanout shall be 
installed in the vertical portion of the foot 
vent. 

 
(74) The deletion of I.R.C. Section P3112.3, entitled 

Vent installation below the fixture flood level 
rim., in its entirety.  
 

(75) The amendment of I.R.C. Appendix G, entitled 
Swimming Pools, Spas and Hot Tubs, to read as 
follows:  
 

APPENDIX G 
SWIMMING POOLS, SPAS AND HOT TUBS 

 
SECTION AG 101 

GENERAL 
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AG 101.1 General.  The provisions of this appendix 
shall control the design and construction of 
swimming pools, spas and hot tubs installed in or 
on the lot of a one- and two-family dwelling. 
 

SECTION AG 102 
PERMITS AND INSPECTIONS 

 
AG 102.1 Permit Required.  A permit shall be 
required to construct and/or erect a swimming 
pool.  A permit may only be issued to a registrant 
as set out in Article IV of the Construction 
Chapter. 
 
AG 102.2  Submittal required.  An application for 
a permit to construct and/or erect a swimming pool 
shall be accompanied by the following: 
 
1. Two (2) site plans indicating the location of 

the proposed swimming pool and the associated 
swimming pool decks on the lot that have been 
stamped by the electrical service provider, 

2. Lot grading plans, including surface drain 
inlets and discharges, for both before and 
after construction, 

3. The plans for pool barrier compliance, and 
4. Any additional information that may be 

required by the Building Official. 
 
AG 102.3 Inspection required.  After an 
application for a permit to construct and/or erect 
a swimming pool has been issued in accordance with 
Article IV of the Construction Chapter, the 
following inspections are required as a minimum as 
applicable: 
 
1. Belly steel inspection, 
2. Electrical bonding inspection, 
3. Underground electrical inspection, 
4. Underground plumbing and gas piping 

inspection, and 
5. Final inspection to include verification of 

swimming pool barrier compliance (prior to 
plastering the swimming pool). 

 
AG 102.4  Lot grading and surface drainage.  The 
construction and/or erection of a swimming pool 
may not alter the lot grading or drainage patterns 
intended by the lot’s approved grading plan and/or 
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the subdivision’s approved grading and drainage 
plans.  The point of discharge of collected 
surface drains and rain gutters may not exit onto 
adjacent properties as a concentrated point of 
discharge. 
 
AG 102.5  It shall be unlawful for the registrant 
to permit or cause the swimming pool to be filled 
with water before the existence of a lawful 
swimming pool barrier is inspected and approved. 
 

SECTION AG 103 
DEFINITIONS 

 
AG 103.1 General.  For the purposes of these 
requirements, the terms used shall be defined as 
follows and as set forth in Chapter 2. 
 
ABOVE-GROUND/ON-GROUND POOL.  See "Swimming pool." 
 
BARRIER.  A fence, wall, building wall or 
combination thereof which completely surrounds the 
swimming pool and obstructs access to the swimming 
pool. 
 
HOT TUB.  See "Swimming pool."  
 
IN-GROUND POOL.  See "Swimming pool." 
 
POOL DECK.  A flat walking surface consisting of 
wood, stone, brick, concrete or other similar 
material located within 5 feet (1524 mm) of the 
water’s edge of a swimming pool.  
 
RESIDENTIAL.  That which is situated on the 
premises of a detached one- or two-family dwelling 
or a one-family townhouse not more than three 
stories in height. 
 
SELF-CLOSING GATE.  A gate which closes or shuts 
automatically without the aid of human, 
electrical, solar or battery power after being 
opened. 
 
SELF-CLOSING AND SELF-LATCHING DEVICE.  A device 
that causes a gate to automatically close and 
latch without human, electrical, solar or battery 
ower. p
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SPA, NONPORTABLE.  See "Swimming pool." 
 
SPA, PORTABLE.  A nonpermanent structure intended 
for recreational bathing, in which all controls, 
water-heating and water-circulating equipment are 
an integral part of the product. 
 
SWIMMING POOL.  Any structure intended for 
swimming or recreational bathing that contains 
water over 24 inches (610 mm) deep.  This includes 
in-ground, above-ground and on-ground swimming 
pools, hot tubs and spas. 
 
SWIMMING POOL, INDOOR.  A swimming pool which is 
totally contained within a structure and 
surrounded on all four sides by walls of said 
structure. 
 
SWIMMING POOL, OUTDOOR.  Any swimming pool which 
is not an indoor pool. 
 

SECTION AG 104 
SWIMMING POOLS 

 
AG 104.1  In-ground pools.  In-ground pools shall 
be designed and constructed in conformance with 
ANSI/NSPI-5 as listed in Section AG108. 
 
AG 104.2  Above-ground and on-ground pools.  
Above-ground and on-ground pools shall be designed 
and constructed in conformance with ANSI/NSPI-4 as 
listed in Section AG108. 
 

SECTION AG 105 
SPAS AND HOT TUBS 

 
AG 105.1  Permanently installed spas and hot tubs.  
Permanently installed spas and hot tubs shall be 
designed and constructed in conformance with 
ANSI/NSPI-3 as listed in Section AG 108. 
 
AG 105.2  Portable spas and hot tubs.  Portable 
spas and hot tubs shall be designed and 
constructed in conformance with ANSI/NSPI-6 as 
listed in Section AG108. 
 

SECTION AG 106 
BARRIER REQUIREMENTS 
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AG 106.1  Application.  The provisions of this 
chapter shall control the design of barriers for 
residential swimming pools, spas and hot tubs.  
These design controls are intended to provide 
protection against potential drownings and near-
drownings by restricting access to swimming pools, 
spas and hot tubs. 
 
AG 106.2  Outdoor swimming pool.  An outdoor 
swimming pool, including an in-ground, above-
ground or on-ground pool, hot tub or spa shall be 
provided with a barrier which shall comply with 
the following: 
 
1. The top of the barrier shall be at least 48 

inches (1219 mm) above grade measured on the 
side of the barrier which faces away from the 
swimming pool.  The maximum vertical 
clearance between grade and the bottom of the 
barrier shall be 2 inches (51 mm) measured on 
the side of the barrier which faces away from 
the swimming pool.  Where the top of the pool 
structure is above grade, such as an above-
ground pool, the barrier may be at ground 
level, such as the pool structure, or mounted 
on top of the pool structure.  Where the 
barrier is mounted on top of the pool 
structure, the maximum vertical clearance 
between the top of the pool structure and the 
bottom of the barrier shall be 4 inches (102 
mm). 

2. Openings in the barrier shall not allow 
passage of a 4-inch-diameter (102 mm) sphere. 

3. Solid barriers which do not have openings, 
such as a masonry or stone wall, shall not 
contain indentations or protrusions except 
for normal construction tolerances and tooled 
masonry joints. 

4. Where the barrier is composed of horizontal 
and vertical members and the distance between 
the tops of the horizontal members is less 
than 45 inches (1143 mm), the horizontal 
members shall be located on the swimming pool 
side of the fence.  Spacing between vertical 
members shall not exceed 1.75 inches (44 mm) 
in width.  Where there are decorative cutouts 
within vertical members, spacing within the 
cutouts shall not exceed 1.75 inches (44 mm) 
in width. 
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 EXCEPTION:  When the horizontal members are 
part of a fence that is at least 6 feet (1829 
mm) in height, the horizontal members need 
not be on the pool side of the barrier. 

5. Where the barrier is composed of horizontal 
and vertical members and the distance between 
the tops of the horizontal members is 45 
inches (1143 mm) or more, spacing between 
vertical members shall not exceed 4 inches 
(102 mm).  Where there are decorative cutouts 
within vertical members, spacing within the 
cutouts shall not exceed 1.75 inches (44 mm) 
in width. 

6. Maximum mesh size for chain link fences shall 
be a 1.25-inch (32 mm) square unless the 
fence is provided with slats fastened at the 
top or the bottom which reduce the openings 
to not more than 1.75 inches (44 mm). 

7. Where the barrier is composed of diagonal 
members, such as a lattice fence, the maximum 
opening formed by the diagonal members shall 
not be more than 1.75 inches (44 mm). 

8. Access gates shall comply with the 
requirements of Section AG 106.2, Items 1 
through 7, and shall be equipped to 
accommodate a locking device.  Pedestrian 
access gates shall open outward away from the 
pool and shall be self-closing and have a 
self-latching device.  Gates other than 
pedestrian access gates shall have a self-
latching device.  Where the release mechanism 
of the self-latching device is located less 
than 54 inches (1372 mm) from the bottom of 
the gate, the release mechanism and openings 
shall comply with the following: 
8.1. The release mechanism shall be located 

on the pool side of the gate at least 3 
inches (76 mm) below the top of the 
gate, and 

8.2. The gate and barrier shall have no 
opening greater than 0.5 inch (12.7 mm) 
within 18 inches (457 mm) of the release 
mechanism. 

8.3. Driveway access gates across a paved or 
improved surface intended for regular 
vehicle access shall not be located in a 
swimming pool barrier. 
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9. Where a wall of a dwelling serves as part of 
the barrier one of the following conditions 
shall be met: 
9.1. All doors with direct access to the pool 

through that wall shall be equipped with 
an alarm which produces an audible 
warning when the door and its screen, if 
present, are opened.  The alarm shall 
sound continuously for a minimum of 30 
seconds immediately after the door is 
opened and be capable of being heard 
throughout the house during normal 
household activities.  The alarm shall 
automatically reset under all 
conditions.  The alarm system shall be 
equipped with a manual means, such as 
touchpad or switch, to temporarily 
deactivate the alarm for a single 
opening.  Such deactivation shall last 
for not more than 15 seconds.  The 
deactivation switch(es) shall be located 
at least 54 inches (1372 mm) above the 
threshold of the door; or 

9.2. Other means of protection, such as self-
closing doors with self-latching 
devices, which are approved by the 
governing body, shall be acceptable so 
long as the degree of protection 
afforded is not less than the protection 
afforded by Item 9.1 described above. 

10. Where an above-ground pool structure is used 
as a barrier or where the barrier is mounted 
on top of the pool structure and the means of 
access is a ladder or steps, then: 
10.1. The ladder or steps shall be capable of 

being secured, locked or removed to 
prevent access, or 

10.2. The ladder or steps shall be surrounded 
by a barrier which meets the 
requirements of Section AG 106.2, Items 
1 through 9.  When the ladder or steps 
are secured, locked or removed, any 
opening created shall not allow the 
passage of a 4-inch-diameter (102 mm) 
sphere. 

 
AG 106.3  Indoor swimming pool.  All walls 
surrounding an indoor swimming pool shall comply 
with Section AG 106.2, Item 9. 
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AG 106.4  Prohibited locations.  Barriers shall be 
located so as to prohibit permanent structures, 
equipment or similar objects from being used to 
climb the barriers. 
 
AG 106.5  Barrier exceptions.  Spas or hot tubs 
with a safety cover which complies with ASTM F 
1346, as listed in Section AG 108, shall be exempt 
from the provisions of this appendix. 
 

SECTION AG 107 
ABBREVIATIONS 

 
AG 107.1  General. 
 
ANSI-American National Standards Institute, 11 
West 42nd Street, New York, NY 10036 
 
ASTM-American Society for Testing and Materials, 
1916 Race Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103 
 
NSPI-National Spa and Pool Institute, 2111 
Eisenhower Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22314 
 

SECTION AG 108 
STANDARDS 

 
AG 108.1  General. 
 
ANSI/NSPI 
 
ANSI/NSPI-3 Standard for Permanently Installed 
Residential Spas ......................... AG 104.1 
 
ANSI/NSPI-4 Standard for Above-ground/On-ground 
Residential Swimming Pools. .............. AG 103.2 
 
ANSI/NSPI-5 Standard for Residential In-ground 
Swimming Pools. .......................... AG 103.1 
 
ANSI/NSPI-6 Standard for Residential Portable 
Spas. .................................... AG l04.2 
 
ASTM 
 
ASTM F 1346-91 Standard Performance Specifications 
for Safety Covers and Labeling Requirements for 
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All Covers for Swimming Pools, Spas and Hot Tubs. 
............................... AG 105.2, AG l05.5 

 
 

Further, Article I, Section 1.04, Amendments, Additions 
and Deletions, Subsection (E), is hereby amended so that 
said subsection reads as follows: 
 
E. The amendment of the following I.E.C.C. provisions: 
 

(1) The amendment of I.E.C.C. Section 101.4, entitled 
Compliance., amended to read as follows:  

 
101.4 Compliance.  Compliance with this code shall 
be determined in accordance with Sections 101.4.1, 
101.4.2, or 101.4.3. 

 
(2) The addition of I.E.C.C. Section 101.4.3 entitled 

Alternative compliance., to read as follows: 
 

101.4.3. Alternative compliance.  A building 
certified by a national, state, or local 
accredited energy efficiency program and 
determined by the Energy Systems Laboratory to be 
in compliance with the energy efficiency 
requirements of this section may, at the option of 
the Code Official, be considered in compliance.  
The United States Environmental Protection 
Agency’s Energy Star Program certification of 
energy code equivalency shall be considered in 
compliance. 

 
(3) The amendment of I.E.C.C. Section 302, Table 

302.1, entitled Exterior Design Conditions., to 
change the table and footnote "a" to read as 
follows: 

 
CONDITION VALUE 

Winter a, design dry-bulb (oF) (99.6%) 17  
Summer a, design dry-bulb (oF) (0.4%) 100  
Summer a, design wet-bulb (oF) (0.4%) 78  
Degree days heating b 2407 
Degree days cooling b 2603 
Climate zone c 5B 

 
a. These values are from ASHRAE Handbook of 
Fundamentals for Dallas/Ft. Worth International 
Airport 99.6% Winter DB, 0.4% Summer DB, and 0.4% 
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Summer WB; and from Local Climatological Data for 
Dallas-Ft. Worth published by the National 
Climatic Data Center, National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration.  These values are for 
the purpose of providing a uniform basis of 
requirements for North Central Texas.  This will 
not preclude licensed professionals from 
submitting design analyses based on site 
measurements or published data more specific to 
the building site.  Adjustments shall be permitted 
to reflect local climates which differ from the 
tabulated values, or local weather experience 
determined by the code official. 

 
(4) The amendment of I.E.C.C. Section 502.1.1, 

entitled Moisture control., by revising Exception 
2 to read as follows: 

 
2. Buildings located in Climate Zones 5b.   

 
(5) The amendment of I.E.C.C. Section 502.1.5, 

entitled Fenestration solar heat gain 
coefficient., by adding the following exceptions: 

 
Exceptions: 
1. Any glazing facing within 45 degrees of true 

north; 
2. Any glazing facing within 45 degrees of true 

south which is shaded along its full width by 
a permanent overhang with a projection factor 
of 0.3 or greater. 

3. Any fenestration with attached screens where 
the screens have a rated shading coefficient 
of .6 or less. 

 
(6) The amendment of Section 502.2, Table 502.2, 

entitled Heating and cooling criteria., to revise 
the table, footnote "a" and add footnote "g" to 
read as follows:  

 
Table 502.2

HEATING AND COOLING CRITERIA 
a,g

 
Element Mode Type A-1 

Residential 
Buildings 

Uo

Type A-2 
Residential 
Buildings 

Uo
Walls Heating or 

cooling 
0.15 0.22 
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Roof/ceiling Heating or 
cooling 

0.03 0.03 

Floors over 
unheated spaces 

Heating or 
cooling 

0.05 0.05 

Heated slab on 
grade 

Heating R-value = 6 R-value = 6 

Unheated slab 
on grade 

Heating R-value = 0 R-value = 0 

Basement wall Heating or 
cooling 

U-factor = 
0.15 

U-factor = 
0.15 

Crawl space 
wall 

Heating or 
cooling 

U-factor = 
0.15 

U-factor = 
0.15 

 
a. The above values have been determined for all 
counties in the North Central Texas Council of 
Governments region. 
 
(Exceptions b-g to remain the same.) 
 
g. These requirements apply only to the 
boundaries of conditioned space.  Air conditioning 
equipment is recommended, but not required, to be 
located within the conditioned space in North 
Central Texas zones. 
 

(7) The amendment of I.E.C.C. Section 502.2, Figures 
502.2(1-6), entitled Residential-Component 
Performance Approach., by deleting them in their 
entirety. 

 
(8) The amendment of Section 502.2, Figure 502.2(7) 

entitled Termite Infestation Probability Map., by 
adding a note to read as follows: 

 
All counties within the North Central Texas 
Council of Governments region are designated as 
within the area of very heavy termite infestation 
probability for purpose of uniform interpretation 
of this requirement. 

 
(9) The amendment of Section 502.2.2, entitled 

Compliance by total building envelope 
performance., by adding a second paragraph as 
follows: 

 
 A building demonstrating envelope compliance at 

least 10% better than code may utilize R6 duct 
insulation in both supply and return air ducts in 
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lieu of the insulation required by Table 
503.3.3.3. 

 
(10) The amendment of Section 502.2.4, Compliance by 

Prescriptive Specification on an Individual 
Component Basis., by deleting the references to 
Tables 502.2.4 (3-9). 

 
(11) The deletion of prescriptive Tables 502.2.4(3-9) 

and the replacement of Tables 502.2.4(1) and 
502.2.4(2) with the following tables: 

 
Table 502.2.4(1) 

Prescriptive Building Envelope Requirements, Detached One 
and Two-Family Dwellings, Residential Buildings, Based on 
Window Area as a Percent of Gross Exterior Wall Area (for 

zones 5b and 6b) 
 

Maximum Minimum % 
Glazing Glazing 

U-
factor 

Ceiling 
R-value

Exterior 
wall  

R-value 

Floor
R-

value

Basement 
wall  

R-value 

Slab 
perimeter 
R-value 

and depth 

Crawl 
space 
wall 
R-

value 
<8% 0.70  R-26  R-11 R-11 R-5 R-0 R-6 
<12% 0.65 R-26  R-13 R-11 R-5 R-0 R-5 
<15% 0.65 R-30 R-13 R-11 R-6 R-0 R-7 
<18% 0.52 R-30  R-13 R-19 R-6 R-0 R-7 
<20% 0.50 R-38 R-13 R-19 R-6 R-0 R-7 
<25% 0.46 R-38 R-16  R-19 R-6 R-0 R-7 

 
 

Table 502.2.4(2) 
Prescriptive Building Envelope Requirements, Detached One 
and Two-Family Dwellings, Based on Window Area as a Percent 

of Gross Exterior Wall Area 
 

Maximum Minimum % 
Glazing Glazing 

U-
factor 

Ceiling 
R-value

Exterior 
wall  

R-value 

Floor 
R-

value

Basement 
wall  

R-value 

Slab 
perimeter 
R-value 

and depth 

Crawl 
space 
wall 
R-

value 
<20% 0.55 R-30 R-13 R-11 R-5 R-0 R-6 
<25% 0.55 R-30 R-13 R-11 R-5 R-0 R-5 
<30% 0.47 R-38 R-13 R-19 R-7  R-0 R-8  
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(12) The amendment of Table 503.3.3.1 entitled MINIMUM 
PIPE INSULATION (thickness in inches) to amend 
footnote “a” to read as follows: 

 
a. For piping lengths in excess of five (5) feet 

exposed to outdoor air, increase the 
insulation thickness by 0.5 inch. 

 
(13) The amendment of Table 503.3.3.3 entitled MINIMUM 

DUCT INSULATIONª to add footnote “e” as follows: 
 
  e.  See Section 502.2.2 
 

(14) The amendment of Section 503.3.3.4.3 entitled 
Sealing required., by changing the first sentence 
to read as follows: 

 
 503.3.3.4.3 Sealing required.  All joints, 

longitudinal and transverse seams, and connections 
in ductwork, shall be made substantially airtight 
by means of welds, gaskets, mastics (adhesives), 
mastic-plus-embedded-fabric systems or tapes or 
other approved closure systems.  Tapes and mastics 
used to seal ductwork shall be listed and labeled 
in accordance with UL 181A or UL 181B.  Duct 
connections to flanges of air distribution system 
equipment shall be sealed and mechanically 
fastened.  Unlisted duct tape is not permitted as 
a sealant on any metal ducts. 

 
(15) The amendment of Section 602.1.6 entitled Slab-on-

grade floors., by deleting the last sentence of 
tion to read as follows: the excep

 Exception:  Slab perimeter insulation is not 
required for unheated slabs in areas of very heavy 
termite infestation probability as shown in Figure 
502.2(7).   

 
(16) The amendment of Section 602.2 entitled Maximum 

solar heat gain coefficient for fenestration 
products., by adding the following exceptions: 

 
Exceptions:  

 
 1.  Any glazing facing within 45 degrees of true 

north; 
 2.  Any glazing facing within 45 degrees of true 

south which is shaded along its full width by 
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a permanent overhang with a projection factor 
of 0.3 or greater. 

 3.  Any fenestration with attached screens where 
the screens have a rated shading coefficient 
of .6 or less. 

 
(17) The amendment of Section 802.2; Tables 802.2 (1-

4), and the deletion of Tables 802.2 (5-37) in 
their entirety:  
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TABLE 802.2(1) 
BUILDING ENVELOPE REQUIREMENTS 

 
WINDOW AND GLAZED DOOR AREA 10 PERCENT OR LESS OF ABOVE-

GRADE WALL AREA 
ELEMENT CONDITION/VALUE (Zones 5B,6B) 

Skylights (U-factor) 1 
Slab or below-grade wall 
(R-value) 

 
R-0 

SHGC U-factor 
Any Any 
Any Any 

Windows and glass doors 
  PF < 0.25 
  0.25 < PF < 0.50 
  PF > 0.50 Any Any 

Insulation 
between framing 

Continuous 
insulation 

R-19 R-16 
R-25 R-17 
NA R-16 
 

R-25 
 

R-17 

Roof assemblies (R-value) 
 
  All-wood joist/truss 
  Metal joist/truss 
  Concrete slab or deck 
Metal purlin with 
thermal block 

Metal purlin without 
thermal block  

X 

 
R-17 

Insulation 
between framing 

Continuous 
insulation 

 
R-11 

 
R-6 

R-11 R-6 

Floors over outdoor air or 
unconditioned space (R-
value) 
  All-wood joist/truss 
  Metal joist/truss 
  Concrete slab or deck NA R-6 
Above-grade walls (R-
value) 

No 
framing

Metal 
framing 

Wood framing 

Framed    
  R-value cavity NA R-11 R-11 
  R-value continuous NA R-0 R-0 
CMU, > 8 in., with 
integral insulation 

   

  R-value cavity NA R-0 R-0 
  R-value continuous R-0 R-0 R-0 
Other masonry walls    
  R-value cavity NA R-0 R-0 
  R-value continuous R-0 R-0 R-0 
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TABLE 802.2(2) 

BUILDING ENVELOPE REQUIREMENTS 
 

WINDOW AND GLAZED DOOR AREA OVER 10 PERCENT BUT NOT GREATER 
PERCENT OF ABOVE-GRTHAN 25 ADE WALL AREA 

ELEMENT CONDITION/VALUE 
Skylights (U-factor) 1 
Slab or below-grade wall 
(R-value) 

 
R-0 

SHGC U-factor 
0.6 Any 
0.7 Any 

Windows and glass doors 
  PF < 0.25 
  0.25 < PF < 0.50 
  PF > 0.50 Any Any 

Insulation 
between framing 

Continuous 
insulation 

R-25 R-19 
R-25 R-20 
NA R-19 
 

R-30 
 

R-20 

Roof assemblies (R-value) 
 
  All-wood joist/truss 
  Metal joist/truss 
  Concrete slab or deck 
  Metal purlin with 

thermal block 
  Metal purlin without 

thermal block 
 
X 

 
R-20 

Insulation 
between framing 

Continuous 
insulation 

 
R-11 

 
R-6 

R-11 R-6 

Floors over outdoor air or 
unconditioned space (R-
value) 
  All-wood joist/truss 
  Metal joist/truss 
  Concrete slab or deck NA R-6 
Above-grade walls (R-
value) 

No 
framing

Metal 
framing 

Wood framing 

Framed    
  R-value cavity NA R-11 R-11 
  R-value continuous NA R-0 R-0 
CMU, > 8 in., with 
integral insulation 

   

  R-value cavity NA R-11 R-11 
  R-value continuous R-5  R-0 R-0 
Other masonry walls    
  R-value cavity NA R-11 R-11 
  R-value continuous R-5 R-0 R-0 
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TABLE 802.2(3) 
BUILDING ENVELOPE REQUIREMENTS 

 
WINDOW AND GLAZED DOOR AREA OVER 25 PERCENT BUT NOT GREATER 

T RCENT OF ABOVE-GRAHAN 40 PE DE WALL AREA 
ELEMENT CONDITION/VALUE 

Skylights (U-factor) 1 
Slab or below-grade wall (R-
value) 

 
R-0 

SHGC U-factor 
0.4 0.7  
0.5 0.7  

Windows and glass doors 
  PF < 0.25 
  0.25 < PF < 0.50 
  PF > 0.50 0.6 0.7  

Insulation 
between 
framing 

Continuous 
insulation 

R-25 R-19 
R-25 R-20 
NA R-19 
 

R-30 
 

R-20 

Roof assemblies  
(R-value) 
 
  All-wood joist/truss 
  Metal joist/truss 
  Concrete slab or deck 
  Metal purlin with thermal 

block 
  Metal purlin without 

thermal block 
 
X 

 
R-20 

Insulation 
between 
framing 

Continuous 
insulation 

R-11 R-6 
R-11 R-6 

Floors over outdoor air or 
unconditioned space (R-value) 
 
  All-wood joist/truss 
  Metal joist/truss 
  Concrete slab or deck NA R-6 
Above-grade walls (R-value) No 

framing
Metal 

framing 
Wood 

framing 
Framed    
  R-value cavity NA R-11 R-11 
  R-value continuous NA R-0 R-0 
CMU, > 8 in., with integral 
insulation 

   

  R-value cavity NA R-11 R-11 
  R-value continuous R-5 R-0 R-0 
Other masonry walls    
  R-value cavity NA R-11 R-11 
  R-value continuous R-5 R-0 R-0 
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TABLE 802.2(4) 

BUILDING ENVELOPE REQUIREMENTS 
 
WINDOW AND GLAZED DOOR AREA OVER 40 PERCENT BUT NOT GREATER THAN 

50 PERCENT OF ABOVE-GRADE WALL AREA 
ELEMENT CONDITION/VALUE 

Skylights (U-factor)  1 
Slab or below-grade wall 
(R-value) 

 
R-0 

SHGC U-factor 
0.4 0.7 
0.5 0.7 

Windows and glass doors 
  PF < 0.25 
  0.25 < PF < 0.50 
  PF > 0.50 0.6 0.7 

Insulation 
between framing 

Continuous 
insulation 

R-25 R-19 
R-25 R-20 
NA R-19 
 

R-30 
 

R-20  

Roof assemblies (R-
value) 
  All-wood joist/truss 
  Metal joist/truss 
  Concrete slab or deck 
  Metal purlin with 

thermal block 
  Metal purlin without 

thermal block 
 

R-38 
 

R-20 
Insulation 

between framing 
Continuous 
insulation 

 
R-11 

 
R-6 

R-11 R-6 

Floors over outdoor air 
or unconditioned space 
(R-value) 
  All-wood joist/truss 
  Metal joist/truss 
  Concrete slab or deck NA R-6 
Above-grade walls (R-
value) 

No framing Metal 
framing 

Wood framing 

Framed    
  R-value cavity NA R-13  R-11 
  R-value continuous NA R-3 R-0 
CMU, > 8 in., with 
integral insulation 

   

  R-value cavity 
NA 

R-11 R-11 

  R-value continuous R-5 R-0 R-0 
Other masonry walls    
  R-value cavity NA R-11 R-11 
  R-value continuous R-5 R-0 R-0 

 
(18) The amendment to TABLE 802.2 (2) entitled BUILDING 

ENVELOPE REQUIREMENTS a through e, WINDOW AND GLAZED 
DOOR AREA GREATER THAN 10 PERCENT BUT NOT GREATER 
THAN 25 PERCENT OF ABOVE-GRADE WALL AREA; TABLE 
802.2 (3) entitled BUILDING ENVELOPE REQUIREMENTS 
a through e, WINDOW AND GLAZED DOOR AREA GREATER THAN 
25 PERCENT BUT NOT GREATER THAN 40 PERCENT OF 
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ABOVE-GRADE WALL AREA; and TABLE 802.2 (4) 
BUILDING ENVELOPE REQUIREMENTS a through e , WINDOW 
AND GLAZED DOOR AREA GREATER THAN 40 PERCENT BUT 
NOT GREATER THAN 50 PERCENT OF ABOVE-GRADE WALL 
AREA, to add footnote “f” to SHGC column heading 
as follows: 

 
f.  Minimum SHGC requirements do not apply to 

glazing as follows: 
 
Any glazing facing within 45 degrees of true 
north. 
Any glazing facing within 45 degrees of true south 
which is shaded along its full width by a 
permanent overhand with a projection factor of 
0.30 or greater. 
Any glazing with permanent attached screens where 
the screens have a rated shading coefficient of 
0.60 or less. 
 

(19) The amendment of I.E.C.C. Section 805.2.1, 
entitled Interior Lighting Controls., to read as 
follows: 

 
805.2.1 Interior lighting controls.  Each area 
enclosed by walls or floor-to-ceiling partitions 
shall have at least one manual control for the 
lighting serving that area.  The required controls 
shall be located within the area served by the 
controls or be a remote switch that identifies the 
lights served and indicates their status.  Large 
spaces shall have a separate switch or control for 
each 2500 square feet of floor area. 

 
(20) The deletion of Figure 902.1(43) entitled 

TENNESSEE; Figure 902.1(45) entitled UTAH; Figure 
902.1(46) entitled VERMONT; FIGURE 902.1(47) 
entitled VIRGINIA; FIGURE 902.1(48) entitled 
WASHINGTON; FIGURE 902.1(49) entitled WEST 
VIRGINIA; FIGURE 902.1(50) entitled WISCONSIN; and 
FIGURE 902.1(51) entitled WYOMING.  

 
(21) The amendment of Chapter 9, entitled Referenced 

Standards., by replacing to read as follows: 
 

ASHRAE/IES -- 99 Energy Efficient Design of New 
Buildings Except Low-Rise Residential Buildings -- 
1999 Edition 
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2. 
 

 Any person, firm, corporation, agent or employee 
thereof who violates any of the provisions of this ordinance 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 
shall be fined an amount not to exceed Two Thousand and 
No/100 Dollars ($2000) for each offense.  Each day that a 
violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a separate 
offense. 

3. 
 

 This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be 
cumulative of all other ordinances of the City of Arlington, 
and this ordinance shall not operate to repeal or affect any 
of such other ordinances except insofar as the provisions 
thereof might be inconsistent or in conflict with the 
provisions of this ordinance, in which event such 
conflicting provisions, if any, in such other ordinance or 
ordinances are hereby repealed. 
 

4. 
 

 If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase 
of this ordinance is for any reason held to be 
unconstitutional, such holding shall not affect the validity 
of the remaining portions of this ordinance. 
 

5. 
 

 All of the regulations provided in this ordinance are 
hereby declared to be governmental and for the health, 
safety and welfare of the general public.  Any member of the 
City Council or any City official or employee charged with 
the enforcement of this ordinance, acting for the City of 
Arlington in the discharge of his/her duties, shall not 
thereby render himself/herself personally liable; and he/she 
is hereby relieved from all personal liability for any 
damage that might accrue to persons or property as a result 
of any act required or permitted in the discharge of his/her 
said duties. 
 

6. 
 
 Any violation of this ordinance can be enjoined by a 
suit filed in the name of the City of Arlington in a court 
of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in 
addition to any penal provision in this ordinance or in the 
Code of the City of Arlington. 
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7. 
 

 The caption and penalty clause of this ordinance shall 
be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the 
City of Arlington, in compliance with the provisions of 
Article VII, Section 15, of the City Charter.  Further, this 
ordinance may be published in pamphlet form and shall be 
admissible in such form in any court, as provided by law. 
 

8. 
 

 This ordinance shall become effective November 1, 2005. 
 
 
PRESENTED AND GIVEN FIRST READING on the 9th day of August, 
2005, at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City 
of Arlington, Texas; and GIVEN SECOND READING, passed and 
approved on the 23rd day of August, 2005, by a vote of 9 
ayes and 0 nays at a regular meeting of the City Council of 
the City of Arlington, Texas. 
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Ordinance No. 06-018 

An ordinance amending the "Construction1' Chapter of 
the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 1987, through 
the amendment of Article XIII, Outdoor Festivals, 
Section 13.10, Exception; containing findings and other 
provisions relating to the foregoing subject; providing 
for a fine of up to $2,000 for each violation of the 
ordinance; providing this ordinance be cumulative; 
providing for severability, governmental immunity, 
injunctions, publication and an effective date 

WHEREAS, major sports complexes tend to have frequent events involving amplified 
sound, some of which may be classified as outdoor festivals; and 

WHEREAS, major sports complexes contribute significantly to the tourist based 
economy and family entertainment cultural and social quality of life for 
the residents of the City of Arlington (the "City"); and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City desires to further the festive image of major 
sports complexes, to protect public and private investment in major sports 
complexes, and to promote orderly growth by encouraging outdoor 
festivals at major sports complexes while protecting nearby residents from 
excessive noise; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City desires to effect certain changes to the 
"Construction" Chapter of the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 1987; 
NOW THEREFORE 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARLINGTON, TEXAS: 

That the findings contained in the preamble of this Ordinance are determined to 
be true and correct and are hereby adopted as a part of this Ordinance. 

That the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 
1987, is hereby amended through the amendment of Article XIII, Outdoor Festivals, by 
amending Section 13.10, Exception, to be and read as follows: 

Section 13.10 Exception 

The provisions of this Article shall not apply if the'location of the event is either 
(a) one for which a Certificate of Occupancy has already been granted andlor a final 
inspection, as applicable, has already occurred if the event is not open to the general 



public or (b) a major sports complex, as defined in the "Zoning" Chapter of the Code of 
the City of Arlington. 

Any person, firm, corporation, agent or employee thereof who intentionally or 
knowingly violates any of the provisions of this ordinance shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be fined an amount not to exceed Two 
Thousand and No1100 Dollars ($2,000.00) for each offense. Each day that a violation is 
permitted to exist shall constitute a separate offense. 

This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be cumulative of all other 
ordinances of the City of Arlington, and this ordinance shall not operate to repeal or 
affect any of such other ordinances except insofar as the provisions thereof might be 
inconsistent or in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance, in which event such 
conflicting provisions, if any, in such other ordinance or ordinances are hereby repealed. 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is for any 
reason held to be unconstitutional, such holding shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this ordinance. 

All of the regulations provided in this ordinance are hereby declared to be 
governmental and for the health, safety and welfare of the general public. Any member 
of the City Council or any City official or employee charged with the enforcement of this 
ordinance, acting for the City of Arlington in the discharge of hisher duties, shall not 
thereby render himselfherself personally liable; and helshe is hereby relieved from all 
personal liability for any damage that might accrue to persons or property as a result of 
any act required or permitted in the discharge of hisher said duties. 

Any violation of this ordinance can be enjoined by a suit filed in the name of the 
City of Arlington in a court of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in 
addition to any penal provision in this ordinance or in the Code of the City of Arlington. 

The caption and penalty clause of this ordinance shall be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the City of ~ r l inaon ,  in compliance with the 
provisions of Article VII, Section 15, of the City Charter. Further, this ordinance may be 
published in pamphlet form and shall be admissible in such form in any court, as 
provided by law. 



9. 

This ordinance shall become effective upon second publication. 

PRESENTED AND GIVEN FIRST READING on the h ~ d a y  of -, 2006, 
at a regular meeting of the City Council of the 
SECOND READING, passed and approved on the 
a vote of 9 ayes and 0 nays at a regul 
City of Arlington, Texas. 

ATTEST: 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
JAY DOEGEY, City Attorney 



Ordinance No. 06-081 

An ordinance amending the "Construction" Chapter of 
the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 1987, through the 
amendment of Article I, Building Code, Section 1.04, 
Amendments, Additions and Deletions, Subsection (C)(77), 
amended Section 2902, Minimum Plumbing Facilities, 
Subsection 2902.6.1, Hand washing lavatorv, and 
Subsection 2902.6.2, Service sink; and through the 
amendment of Article XVI, Dangerous Buildings, Section 
16.02, Definitions, Subsection (A)(l), and Section 16.10, 
Notice to Vacate, Violations, Subsection (A), relative to 
updating the reference to the Community Services 
Department; providing this ordinance be cumulative; 
providing for severability; providing for governmental 
immunity; providing for injunctions; providing for 
publication and becoming effective ten days after first 
publication 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARLINGTON, 
TEXAS: 

1. 

That the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 
1987, is hereby amended through the amendment of Article I, Building Code, Section 
1.04, Amendments, Additions and Deletions, Subsection (C)(77), amended Section 
2902.6.1, Hand washing lavatow, relative to updating the reference to the Community 
Services Department so that said subsection shall be and read as follows: 

2902.6.1 Hand washing lavatory. At least one hand washing lavatory 
shall be provided for use by employees that is accessible from food 
preparation, food dispensing and warewashing areas. The City of 
Arlington Community Services Department may require additional hand 
washing lavatories based on convenience of use by employees. 

Further, Article I, Building Code, is hereby amended by the amendment of 
Section 1.04, Amendments, Additions and Deletions, Subsection (C)(77), amended 
Section 2902.6.2, Service sink, relative to updating the reference to the Community 
Services Department so that said subsection shall be and read as follows: 

2902.6.2 Service sink. In new or remodeled food service establishments, 
at least one service sink or one floor sink shall be provided so that it is 
conveniently located for the cleaning of mops or similar wet floor cleaning 
tools and for the disposal of mop water and similar liquid waste. The City 
of Arlington Community Services Department shall be the final authority 
for the approval of the location. 

Further, Article XVI, Dangerous Buildings, is hereby amended by the 
amendment of Section 16.02, Definitions, Subsection (A)(l), relative to updating the 



reference to the Community Services Department so that said subsection shall be and 
read as follows: 

1. "Administrator" shall mean the Director of Community Services or his 
designee. 

Further, Article XVI, Dangerous Buildings, is hereby amended by the 
amendment of Section 16.10, Notice to Vacate; Violations, Subsection (A), relative to 
updating the reference to the Community Services Department so that said subsection 
shall be and read as follows: 

A. Every notice to vacate shall be posted at or upon each entrance and exit of the 
building and shall be in substantially the following form: 

DO NOT ENTER 
UNSAFE TO OCCUPY 

It is a misdemeanor to occupy this building, 
or to remove or deface this notice. 

Director of Community Services 
City of Arlington 

The Notice to Vacate shall specify the conditions which necessitate the posting 
and recite the emergency or shall identify the order to vacate and state where a 
complete copy of the order may be obtained. 

This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be cumulative of all other 
ordinances of the City of Arlington, and this ordinance shall not operate to repeal or 
affect any of such other ordinances except insofar as the provisions thereof might be 
inconsistent or in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance, in which event such 
conflicting provisions, if any, in such other ordinance or ordinances are hereby repealed. 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is for any 
reason held to be unconstitutional, such holding shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this ordinance. 

All of the regulations provided in this ordinance are hereby declared to be 
governmental and for the health, safety and welfare of the general public. Any member 
of the City Council or any City official or employee charged with the enforcement of this 
ordinance, acting for the City of Arlington in the discharge of hisker duties, shall not 



thereby render himselflherself personally liable; and helshe is hereby relieved from all 
personal liability for any damage that might accrue to persons or property as a result of 
any act required or permitted in the discharge of hisher said duties. 

Any violation of this ordinance can be enjoined by a suit filed in the name of the 
City of Arlington in a court of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in 
addition to any penal provision in this ordinance or in the Code of the City of Arlington. 

The caption of this ordinance sha!! be published in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the City of Arlington, in compliance with the provisions of Article VII, 
Section 15, of the City Charter. Further, this ordinance may be published in pamphlet 
form and shall be admissible in such form in any court, as provided by law. 

This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days after first publication as 
described above. 

PRESENTED AND GIVEN FIRST READING on the 8th day of August , 
2006, at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Arlington, Texas; and 
GIVEN SECOND READING, passed and approv the 22nd day of 

August ,2006, by a vote of 9 ays at a regular meeting 
of the City Council of the City of Arlington, Texas. 

I 

~ O B E R T  N. CLUCK, Mayor 
ATTEST: 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
JAY DOEGEY, City Attorney 



PUBLISHED ST 12-24-07 6 12-31-07  

Ordinance No. 0 7 - 0 9  6 

An ordinance amending the "Construction" Chapter  of 
the Cocle of the City of Arlington, Texas, 1987, through the 
amendment of Article XVI, Dangerous Buildings, Section 
16.08, Liens for Penalties ancl Expenses, Subsection (A), 
relative to specifying fees; Section 16.09, Notice and 
Collection of Penalty and Expenses, Subsection (A), 
relative to specifying fees; Section 16.12, Swimming Pool 
Enclosures, Subsection (D), relative to specifying fees; 
Article XVII, Additional Authority to Secure Building, 
Section 17.06, Liens ancl Collection of Expenses, relative to 
specifying fees; Article XVIII, Performance of Worlc and 
Recovery of Cost, Section 18.02, Account of Expense, 
Filing of Report: Contents, relative to specifying fees; 
providing for a fine of up  to $2,000 for  each violation of 
the ordinance; providing this ordinance be cumulative; 
providing for severability; providing for governmental 

- . - - - 

immunity; providing for injunctions; providing for  
publication and becoming effective ten days after first 
publication 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARLINGTON, 
TEXAS: 

1. 

That the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 
1987, is hereby amended through the amendment of Article XVI, Dangerous Buildings, 
by the amendment of Section 16.08, Liens for  Penalties and Expenses, Subsection (A), 
so that said subsection shall be and read as follows: 

A. If pursuant to this Chapter the City assesses a civil penalty or incurs expenses 
including the Administrative Fee as set by resolution of City Council for City 
administrative expenses, the City may assess the expenses or penalty on and place 
a lien against the land on which the building was located, unless the land is a 
homestead protected by the Texas Constitution. 

Further, Article XVI, Section 16.09, Notice and Collection of Penalty and 
Expenses, Subsection (A), is hereby amended so that said subsection shall be and read as 
follows: 

A. If the City incurs expenses under this Chapter including the Administrative Fee as 
set by resolution of City Council for City administrative expenses, the 
Administrator shall cause a statement to be sent to the owner, setting forth the 
amount of the expenses and the interest accrued to date. The Administrator may 



thereafter cause an annual statement to be sent to the owner until the expenses and 
interest are paid in full. 

Further, Article XVI, Section 16.12, Swimming Pool Enclosures, Subsection 
(D), is hereby amended so that said subsection shall be and read as follows: 

D. If the City incurs expenses under this Article including the Administrative Fee as 
set by resolution of City Council for City administrative expenses, the 
Administrator may assess the expenses on, and the City has a lien against the 
property on which the swimming pool or the enclosure or fence is situated, unless 
i t  is a homestead as protected by the Texas Constitution. The lien is extinguished 
if the property owner or another person having an interest in the legal title to the 
property reimbi~rses the City for the expenses. The lien arises and attaches to the 
property at the time the lien is recorded in the office of the Tarrant County Clerl<. 
The lien must contain the name and address for the owner if that information can 
be determined with a reasonable effort, a legal description of the real property on 
which the swimming pool or the enclosure or fence is situated, the amount of 
expenses incurred by the City, and the balance due. The lien is a privileged lien 
subordinate only to tax liens and all previously recorded bona fide mortgage liens 
attached to the real property to which the City's lien attaches. 

Further, Article XVII, Additional Authority to Secure Building Section 17.06, 
Liens and Collection of Expenses, is hereby amended so that said section shall be and 
read as follows: 

Section 17.06 Liens and Collection of Expenses 

If the City incurs expenses under this Chapter including the Administrative Fee as 
set by resolution of City Council for City administrative expenses, the City may assess 
the expenses on and place a lien against the land on which the building is located, in 
accordance with this Chapter. 

Further, Article XVIII, Performance of Work and Recovery of Cost, Section 
18.02, Account of Expense, Filing of Report: Contents, is hereby amended so that said 
section shall be and read as follows: 

Section 18.02 Account of Expense, Filing of Report: Contents 

The Administrator shall keep an itemized account of the expense incurred by this 
jurisdiction for the work to repair, remove, secure, vacate or to demolish any building 
pursuant to the provisions of this Chapter. Upon the completion of the work, the 
Administrator shall prepare a report specifying the work done, the itemized and total cost 
of the work including the Administrative Fee as set by resolution of City Council for City 



administrative expenses, a description of the real property upon which the building or 
structure is or was located and the names and addresses of the persons entitled to notice. 

Any person, firm, corporation, agent or employee thereof who intentionally or 
knowingly violates any of the provisions of this ordinance shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be fined an amount not to exceed Two 
Thousand and No1100 Dollars ($2,000) for each offense. Each day that a violation is 
permitted to exist shall constitute a separate offense. 

This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be cumulative of all other 
ordinances of the City of Arlington, and this ordinance shall not operate to repeal or 
affect any of such other ordinances except insofar as the provisions thereof might be 
inconsistent or in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance, in which event such 
conflicting provisions, if any, in such other ordinance or ordinances are hereby repealed. 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is for any 
reason held to be unconstitutional, such holding shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this ordinance. 

All of the regulations provided in this ordinance are hereby declared to be 
governmental and for the health, safety and welfare of the general public. Any member 
of the City Council or any City official or employee charged with the enforcement of this 
ordinance, acting for the City of Arlington in the discharge of hislher duties, shall not 
thereby render himselflherself personally liable; and helshe is hereby relieved from all 
personal liability for any damage that might accrue to persons or property as a result of 
any act required or permitted in the discharge of hislher said duties. 

Any violation of this ordinance can be enjoined by a suit filed in the name of the 
City of Arlington in a court of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in 
addition to any penal provision in this ordinance or in the Code of the City of Arlington. 

The caption and penalty clause of this ordinance shall be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the City of Arlington, in compliance with the 



provisions of Article VII, Section 15, of the City Charter. Further, this ordinance may be 
published in pamphlet form and shall be admissible in such form in any court, as 
provided by law. 

'rliis ordinance shall become effective tcn (10) dq . s  after first p~~blication :IS 

described above. 

PRESENTED AND GIVEN FIRST READING on the 4 t h  day of 
December , 2007, at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of 

Arlington, Texas; and GIVEN SECOND READ 
clay 01' n , , , ~ ,  2007, by a vote of 
regular meeting of the City Council of the City 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
JAY DOEGEY, City Attorney 



PUFLTSHED ST 10-02-05 & 10-03-08 

Ordinance No. 08-0a0 

An ordinance amending the "Construction" Chapter of 
the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 1987, through 
the amendment of Article I, Building Code, Section 
1.06, Construction Prohibited in Private Drainage 
and/or Public Easements, Subsection (B), related to fees 
for easement use agreements; through the amendment 
of Article IV, Registration, Permits and Inspections, 
Section 4.02, Permits Required, by the addition of 
regulations related to excavation, grading, and filling; 
and Section 4.14, Certificate of Occupancy, Subsections 
(C), (D), and (F), related to certificates of occupancy; 
and the amendment of Article VII, Signs, Section 7.10, 
Temporary Signs Near Polling Places, Subsection (A), 
related to temporary signs near polling places; 
providing for a fine of up to $2,000.00 for each offense 
in violation of the ordinance; providing this ordinance 
be cumulative, providing for severability, governmental 
immunity, injunctions, publication and an effective date 

WHEREAS, the Arlington City Council has determined that it is in the best interest of 
the public and in support of the health, safety, morals, and general welfare 
of the citizens that this amendment to the Construction Chapter be 
approved; NOW THEREFORE 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARLINGTON, 
TEXAS : 

1. 

That the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 
1987, is hereby amended through the amendment of Article I, build in^ Code, Section 
1.06, Construction Prohibited in Private Drainage andlor Public Easements, Subsection 
(B), so that hereafter Subsection B shall read as follows: 

B. In cases where improvements other than those listed in Subsection (A) above are 
proposed in public easements, application shall be made to the Building Official 
for the execution of an Easement Use Agreement. If the improvement is 
approved, an easement use agreement allowing the encroachment will be 
provided upon payment of an administrative fee in the amount set by City Council 
resolution. If, in the determination of the Building Official after conferring with 
the other appropriate departments of the City of Arlington, such Easement Use 
Agreement cannot be executed, the Building Official will refer the request to the 
Building Code Board of Appeals for final determination upon receipt of an appeal 
from the applicant. 



Further, Article IV, Registration, Permits and Inspections, Section 4.02, Permits 
Required, is hereby amended so that said Section shall read as follows: 

Section 4.02 Permits Required 

It shall be unlawful for any Registrant to erect, construct, enlarge, alter, repair, 
move, improve, remove, convert or demolish any building, sign or structure in the City of 
Arlington, or do the same to the pavement of properties other than R-3 occupancies, or to 
excavate, grade, or fill property, or cause the same to be done, without first obtaining a 
separate building permit for such work from the Building Official. 

A permit shall be issued only to a Registrant meeting the conditions of Section 
4.01 above, and only after all other requirements defined in this article have been 
accomplished. 

Further, Article IV is hereby amended by the amendment of Section 4.14, 
Certificate of Occupancy, Subsections (C), (D), and (F), so that hereafter said subsections 
shall read as follows: 

Certificate Issued. The Building Official shall issue a Certificate of Occupancy 
upon a finding that the premises complies with the Building Code, provisions of 
the "Zoning" Chapter of the Code and all other applicable development 
regulations of the City of Arlington. For new structures or when the occupant is 
of a different character of occupancy or use from the previous certificate holder, 
the Building Inspections Division shall make an inspection. Where no change in 
character of occupancy is proposed for a structure previously granted a Certificate 
of Occupancy, no inspection is necessary unless specifically required by the 
Building Official. In the event that a tenant space is being altered, enlarged or 
reduced in size, or if the Building Official believes that the previous tenant altered 
the space without benefit of permits, an inspection may be required prior to the 
occupancy. Other City departments may require inspections prior to the granting 
of a Certificate of Occupancy. Issuance of a certificate of occupancy shall not be 
construed as an approval of a violation of the provisions of this code or of other 
ordinances of the jurisdiction. 

An applicant for a Sexually Oriented Business as required by the Sexually 
Oriented Business Chapter of the City Code must first obtain a Certificate of 
Occupancy for a Sexually Oriented Business from the Building Official. The 
Building Official shall issue or deny a Certificate of Occupancy to a Sexually 
Oriented Business not more than sixty (60) business days subsequent to the date 
of the applicant's submission of such application to the Building Official. Such 



application for a Certificate of Occupancy shall be deemed approved if not 
approved or denied within such time period. 

The Certificate of Occupancy shall contain: 

1. The address of the building; 

2. The name, address and telephone number of the occupant of said 
premises, building or structure; 

3. The allowable use for which the certificate is issued; 

4. The zoning district in which the use is located; and 

5 .  Any conditions of the granting of the certificate. 

D. Temporary Certificate. A temporary Certificate of Occupancy may be issued by 
the Building Official for the use of a portion or portions of a building, structure, 
or site prior to the completion of the entire building, structure or site 
improvements but only if that portion or portions can be occupied safely. The 
Building Official shall set a time period during which the temporary certificate of 
occupancy is valid. 

F. Revocation. The Building Official may, in writing, suspend or revoke a 
Certificate of Occupancy or a temporary Certificate of Occupancy issued under 
the provisions of this Code whenever the certificate is issued in error, or on the 
basis of incorrect information supplied, or when it is determined that the building 
or structure or portion thereof is in violation of any ordinance or regulation or any 
provision of this Code. Upon suspension or revocation of a Certificate of 
Occupancy, the Building Official shall have the authority to disconnect, or to 
order the electricity supply agency to disconnect, all electric service to any 
premises affected by the revoked or suspended Certificate of Occupancy. 

Further, Article VII, Signs, Section 7.10, Temporary Signs Near Polling Places, 
Subsection (A), is hereby amended so that hereafter said Subsection shall read as follows: 

A. No temporary sign shall be placed, erected, constructed or maintained at a size 
greater than six (6) square feet in the area within the property lines of the property 
in which a polling place is located during the voting period, except as otherwise 
provided by state law. "Voting period" means the period beginning when a poll 



opens for early voting and election day voting and ending when the poll closes or 
the last voter has voted, whichever is later. 

Any person, firm, corporation, agent or employee thereof who violates any of the 
provisions of this ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 
shall be fined an amount not to exceed Two Thousand Dollars and No Cents ($2,000.00) 
for each offense. Each day that a violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a separate 
offense. 

This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be cumulative of all other 
ordinances of the City of Arlington; and this ordinance shall not operate to repeal or 
affect any of such other ordinances except insofar as the provisions thereof might be 
inconsistent or in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance, in which event such 
conflicting provisions, if any, in such other ordinance or ordinances are hereby repealed. 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is for any 
reason held to be unconstitutional, such holding shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this ordinance. 

All of the regulations provided in this ordinance are hereby declared to be 
governmental and for the health, safety and welfare of the general public. Any member 
of the City Council or any City official or employee charged with the enforcement of this 
ordinance, acting for the City of Arlington in the discharge of hisher duties, shall not 
thereby render himselflherself personally liable; and helshe is hereby relieved from all 
personal liability for any damage that might accrue to persons or property as a result of 
any act required or permitted in the discharge of hisher said duties. 

Any violation of this ordinance can be enjoined by a suit filed in the name of the 
City of Arlington in a court of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in 
addition to any penal provision in this ordinance or in the Code of the City of Arlington. 

The caption and penalty clause of this ordinance shall be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the City of Arlington, Texas, in compliance with the 
provisions of Article VII, Section 15, of the City Charter. Further, this ordinance may be 



published in pamphlet form and shall be admissible in such form in any court, as 
provided by law. 

11. 

This ordinance shall become effective upon second publication. 

PRESENTED AND GIVEN FIRST READING on the 1 6 t h  day of 
Sen tember , 2008, at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of 

Arlington, Texas; and GIVEN SECOND READING, passed and ap 
day of September , 2008, by a vote of 
regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Arl 

N. CLUCK, Mayor 
ATTEST: 

K A ~ N  BARLAR, City Secretary 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
JAY DOEGEY, City Attorney 



Ordinance No. 09-024 

An ordinance amending the "Construction" Chapter of 
the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 1987, through 
the amendment of Article I, Building Code, Section 
1.03, Code Defined; Rule of Construction, related to 
residential construction; Section 1.04, Amendments, 
Additions and Deletions, Subsection (C)(74), related to 
retaining wall standards; and Subsection 1.04(D), by the 
addition of Subsection (43.5), related to corrugated 
stainless steel tubing; Section 1.06, Construction 
Prohibited in Private Drainage andlor Public 
Easements, related to easement use agreements; 
through the amendment of Article IV, Registration, 
Permits and Inspections, Sections 4.01(1), 4.02, 4.05, 
4.07, 4.08, and 4.11, and the addition of Sections 4.02.5, 
4.05.5, and 4.11.5, related to homeowner registration, 
site plans, posting of building permit a t  the job site, 
expiration of applications, plans, and permits, 
revocation of permits, and other miscellaneous minor 
changes; through the amendment of Article XVI, 
Dangerous Buildincrs, Section 16.02, Definitions, by the 
amendment of the definition of "Administrator", and 
the addition of the definition of "Hearing Authority"; 
by the addition of Section 16.13, Requiring Repair, 
Removal, or  Demolition of Structure, relative to 
dangerous structures; providing for a fine of up to 
$2,000.00 for each offense in violation of the ordinance; 
providing this ordinance be cumulative, providing for 
severability, governmental immunity, injunctions, 
publication and an effective date 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARLINGTON, 
TEXAS: 

1. 

That the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 
1987, is hereby amended through the amendment of Article I, Building Code, Section 
1.03, Code Defined; Rule of Construction, so that hereafter said section shall read as 
follows: 

Section 1.03 Code Defined; Rule of Construction 

This Building Code shall include all of the provisions of the I.B.C., I.R.C. and 
I.E.C.C. as adopted by Section 1.02 above and all other provisions contained herein. In 



the event a conflict is determined to exist between said I.B.C., I.R.C. and I.E.C.C. as 
adopted and the other provisions of this Chapter, the provisions of this Chapter control. 
Items regulated by permit located on residential lots that are not specifically referenced in 
the I.R.C. are regulated by the I.B.C. 

Further, Section 1.04, Amendments, Additions and Deletions, Subsection (C)(74), 
is hereby amended so that hereafter said subsection shall read as follows: 

(74) The amendment of Section 1610.1, entitled General., by the addition of 
the following second paragraph: 

Retaining walls exceeding four feet (4') in developed height (the height 
from the base of the foundation to the top of the wall) at any point shall be 
designed by a professional engineer. A wall built in tiers shall be 
considered a single wall in developed height when the base of the upper 
tier is set back from the base of the lower tier less than one and one-half 
(1%) times the developed height of the wall section below. Walls 
supporting an imposed load such as a building, driveway or other 
permanent construction closer to the wall than one and one-half (1%) 
times the developed height of the wall shall be designed by a professional 
engineer. 

Further, Section 1.04, Subsection (D), is hereby amended by the addition of 
Subsection (43.5) so that hereafter said subsection shall read as follows: 

(43.5) The addition of Section G2415.5.1 (404.5.1), entitled Additional 
protection of CSST piping. to read as follows: 

G2415.5.1 (404.5.1) Additional protection of CSST piping. Where 
Corrugated Stainless Steel Tubing (CSST) piping is installed in exterior 
wall cavities, insulated wall cavities and/or insulated rooflceiling 
assemblies, the CSST piping must be protected for its entire length with 
flexible metal conduit (per the UL-I Standard or its equivalent), Schedule 
40 steel pipe, or approved strike plates. The additional protection must 
extend a minimum of 18 inches (457.2 mm) beyond where the CSST 
piping exits the wall cavities and/or the rooflceiling assemblies. 

Further, Article I, Section 1.06, Construction Prohibited in Private Drainage 
and/or Public Easements, is hereby amended so that hereafter said section shall read as 
follows: 



Section 1.06 Construction Prohibited in Easements 

A. Regardless of materials, manner of construction or unique characteristics of land, 
it shall be unlawfbl for any person, firm or corporation to cause or permit the 
installation, revision or relocation of any construction improvement where any 
part of such improvement is to be located in an easement, except as provided in 
this Section. 

B. In cases where improvements are proposed in any public easement the City has a 
right to use, application shall be made to the Building Official for the execution of 
an Easement Use Agreement. The Building Official shall refer the request to the 
City Engineer. If the improvement is approved, an easement use agreement 
allowing the encroachment will be provided upon payment of an administrative 
fee in the amount set by City Council resolution. Certain minor improvements are 
permitted without an Easement Use Agreement as provided in the Design Criteria 
Manual adopted by the City. In cases where improvements are proposed in any 
other easement, written permission of the owner of the dominant estate, or the 
beneficiary of the easement, is required prior to construction. 

C. The City of Arlington shall not be liable for damages or losses of any kind 
whatsoever by reason of injury to property or person occasioned by the use of any 
easement. The City shall have no obligations in regards to the maintenance of 
any improvements within such easement or rights-of-way. The City shall be 
defended at the cost and expense of the person placing improvements in any 
easements or rights-of-way from all claims and demands. The use of any 
easement in rights-of-way shall be discontinued and improvements removed 
within 30 days of notification by the City and the cost of the discontinuation and 
removal of improvements shall be borne by the owner of the improvement. The 
Building Official or the City Engineer may terminate and/or modify an Easement 
Use Agreement after review and concurrence of valid and justifiable reasons 
and/or conditions. 

D. The term "improvement" includes, but is not limited to, concrete or asphalt 
paving, swimming pools, fences, retaining walls, and temporary or permanent 
buildings. "Improvements" shall not include public or private mailboxes, or poles 
and boxes necessary for public utility services, or City-owned improvements on 
City property. 

The term "easement" shall include easements for right-of-way, drainage and 
utilities. 

Further, Article IV, Registration, Permits and Inspections, Section 4.01, 
Registration, Subsection (I), is hereby amended so that said Subsection shall read as 
follows: 



Exemption for Owner. Except for permits required by Article VIII below, a 
homeowner's registration shall be required for work to be performed on an 
existing structure when the person performing the work is the owner of the 
structure who resides therein as his homestead, and is not assisted by any other 
person for remuneration. The homeowner shall be termed a Registrant for the 
purposes of such a project after proper registration. All requirements for permits 
for the work and all other applicable provisions of this Building Code shall 
remain in force. 

Further, Article IV, Section 4.02, Permits Required, is hereby amended so that 
said Section and title shall read as follows: 

Section 4.02 Commercial Site Plan and Permits Required 

A. It shall be unlawful for any Registrant to erect, construct, enlarge, alter, repair, 
move, improve, remove, convert or demolish any building, sign or structure in the 
City of Arlington, or do the same to the pavement of properties other than R-3 
occupancies, or to excavate, grade, or fill property, or cause the same to be done, 
without first obtaining a separate building permit for such work from the Building 
Official. 

B. For other than 1 and 2 family dwellings, approval of a Commercial Site Plan is 
required prior to filing the application for a building permit. Two copies of the 
approved Commercial Site Plan shall be submitted with each application for a 
building permit for the following work categories: 

1. The construction of a new building, 

2. The construction of an addition to a new building, 

3. The construction of new parking facilities or the addition of parking 
facilities to an existing site, 

4. The grading, excavation or filling of a parcel. 

C. A Commercial Site Plan shall demonstrate compliance with the applicable zoning, 
environmental, fire and engineering regulations specific to the proposed project. 

D. A permit shall be issued only to a Registrant meeting the conditions of Section 
4.01 above, and only after all other requirements defined in this article have been 
accomplished. 

Further, Article IV is hereby amended by the addition of Section 4.02.5, 
Application for Commercial Site Plan, so that said Section shall read as follows: 



Section 4.02.5 Application for Commercial Site Plan 

To obtain approval for a Commercial Site Plan, the applicant shall first file an 
application with the Building Official in writing on a form hrnished for that purpose by 
said Building Official. Every such application shall: 

1. Identify and describe the proposed development; 

2. Describe the land on which the proposed work is to be done by lot, block, tract 
and building and street address, or similar description that will readily identify 
and definitely locate the proposed building or work; 

3. Be accompanied by plans and specifications as required to demonstrate 
compliance with the zoning, environmental, engineering and fire regulations 
applicable to the project location; 

4. Be signed by the applicant or an authorized agent, who may be required to submit 
evidence to indicate such authority; and 

5 .  Give such other pertinent information as is deemed necessary by the Building 
Official. 

Accepted plans and specifications shall not be changed, modified or altered without 
written authorization from the Building Official, and all work shall be done in accordance 
with the approved plans. 

Further, Article IV, Section 4.05, Building Permits Issued, is hereby amended so 
that said Section shall read as follows: 

Section 4.05 Building Permits Issued 

A. The application, plans and specifications filed by an applicant for a permit shall 
be reviewed by the Building Official. Such plans may also be reviewed by other 
departments of the City of Arlington to check compliance with the laws and 
ordinances under their jurisdiction, including but not limited to review by the 
Water Utilities, Fire, Community Services, Community Development and 
Planning, and the Public Works and Transportation Department of the City of 
Arlington to ensure compliance with the Traffic Study Provisions adopted by 
resolution of the City Council. If the Building Official finds that the work 
described in an application for permit and the plans filed therewith conform to the 
requirements of this Building Code and other pertinent laws and that the permit 
fee has been paid, a permit shall be issued, however, except by specific approval 
by the Building Official or an authorized representative, a permit shall not be 
issued in a development where the construction of streets, drainage, water, sewer 



and other such facilities have not been completed and accepted by the City of 
Arlington. 

EXCEPTION: The owner of a property may choose to contract with a Third 
Party Provider that is properly registered with the City for plan review. Plan 
reviews performed by Third Party Organizations are subject to the terms of the 
program as authorized by resolution of the City Council of the City of Arlington. 

B. Accepted plans and specifications shall not be changed, modified or altered 
without written authorization from the Building Official, and all work shall be 
done in accordance with the plans. One (1) set of plans, specifications and 
computations shall be retained by the Building Official for a period of not less 
than ninety (90) days from the date of completion of the work covered therein. 

C. The Building Official may issue a permit for the construction of part of a building 
or structure before the entire plans and specifications for the whole building or 
structure have been submitted or approved, provided adequate information and 
detailed statements have been filed complying with all pertinent requirements of 
this Building Code. The holder of such permit shall proceed at personal risk 
without assurance that the permit for the entire building or structure will be 
granted. 

D. Upon issuance of a building permit, the Building Official will issue a Building 
Permit representing that a permit has been issued. The Building Permit shall 
contain the address and legal description of the location, the name of the general 
contractor and a description of the work. The Building Permit shall be posted on 
the job location at all times during the time the building permit is valid and may 
not be removed until such time that the Building Official issues a final approval. 
The Building Permit shall be posted in front of the building so that it is visible 
from the addressed street or fire lane at all times. Work may be ordered to stop 
when such Building Permit is not displayed in accordance with this section. 

Further, Article IV is hereby amended by the addition of Section 4.05.5, 
Expiration of Commercial Site Plan, so that said Section shall read as follows: 

Section 4.05.5 Expiration of Commercial Site Plan 

Every Commercial Site Plan approved by the Building Official under the 
provisions of this Building Code shall expire by limitation of time and become null and 
void if the owner, agent or authorized developer has not filed a valid application for a 
building permit within one hundred eighty (180) days from the date of approval of the 
Commercial Site Plan. An expired Commercial Site Plan must be reviewed as a new 
application before an application for a building permit may be submitted. 



Further, Article IV, Section 4.07, Expiration of Permit, is hereby amended so that 
said Section shall read as follows: 

Section 4.07 Expiration of Permit 

Every permit issued by the Building Official under the provisions of this Building 
Code shall expire by limitation of time and become null and void if the building or work 
authorized by such permit is not commenced within one hundred eighty (1 80) days from 
the date of such permit, or if the building or work authorized by such permit is suspended 
or abandoned for a period of one hundred eighty (180) days at any time after the work is 
commenced. Before such work can be recommenced, a new permit shall be first 
obtained. 

Any permittee holding an unexpired permit may apply in writing for an extension 
of the time within which work may commence under that permit when the permittee is 
unable to commence work within the time required for good and satisfactory reasons. 
The Building Official may extend the time for action by the permittee for a period not 
exceeding one hundred eighty (1 80) days. The permittee shall pay a fee for the extension 
of an unexpired permit. No permit shall be extended more than once. 

Further, Article IV, Section 4.08, Suspension or Revocation of Permit, is hereby 
amended so that said Section shall read as follows: 

Section 4.08 Suspension or Revocation of Permit 

A. The Building Official may, in writing, suspend or revoke a permit issued under 
provisions of this Building Code whenever the permit is issued in error or on the 
basis of incorrect information having been supplied, or in violation of any law, 
including any provision of the Code of the City of Arlington. The Building 
Official may also deny building inspections or new permits to a contractor whose 
business registration with the City of Arlington is not in active status. 

B. The Building Official may, in writing, revoke a permit for the construction of a 1 - 
and 2-family dwelling issued under provisions of this Building Code whenever 
the completion of the project is delayed beyond a 24 month period if there has not 
been substantial progress made towards completion of the project. 

Further, Article IV, Section 4.11, Expiration of Application and Plan Review, is 
hereby amended so that said Section and title shall read as follows: 

Section 4.11 Expiration of Building Permit Application and Plan Review 

An application for which no building permit is issued within one hundred eighty 
(1 80) days following the date of application may be voided due to limitation of time, and 



plans submitted for review may thereafter be returned to the applicant or destroyed by the 
Building Official. The Building Official may extend the time for action on the 
application due to circumstances beyond the control of the applicant which have 
prevented action from being taken. The application may be extended for an additional 
180 days upon a request in writing submitted to the Building Official. The application 
may be extended upon approval by the Building Official and payment of the extension 
fee prior to the expiration of the building permit application. An expired application may 
only be reactivated by the filing of a new application, including plans and fees. An 
applicant's written request for voluntary withdrawal of the application shall be deemed to 
be the same as an expiration of the application. 

Further, Article IV is hereby amended by the addition of Section 4.11.5, 
Expiration of Commercial Site Plan Application, so that said Section shall read as 
follows: 

Section 4.11.5 Expiration of Commercial Site Plan Application 

A. An application for a Commercial Site Plan that is not approved for permitting 
within one hundred eighty (180) days following the date of application may be 
voided due to limitation of time, and plans submitted for review may thereafter be 
returned to the applicant or destroyed by the Building Official. The Building 
Official may extend the time for action on the application due to circumstances 
beyond the control of the applicant which have prevented action from being 
taken. The application may be extended for an additional 180 days upon a request 
in writing submitted to the Building Official. The application may be extended 
upon approval by the Building Official. An expired application may only be 
reactivated by the filing of a new application, including plans and any fees prior 
to the expiration of the Commercial Site Plan. An applicant's written request for 
voluntary withdrawal of the application shall be deemed to be the same as an 
expiration of the application. 

B. In cases where a building permit has expired due to limitations, a Commercial 
Site Plan will expire 24 months from the date of Commercial Site Plan approval if 
an application for another building permit is not filed. 

C. In cases where development is phased, a Commercial Site Plan will expire 24 
months from the date of Commercial Site Plan approval if an application for a 
building permit is not filed for all of the undeveloped phases. 

Further, Article XVI, Dangerous Buildings, Section 16.02, Definitions, is hereby 
amended to add the definition of "Hearing Authority" so that hereafter said section shall 
read as follows: 



The following words as used in Articles XVI, XVII and XVIII shall be defined as 
stated below. 

"Administrator" shall mean the City Manager appointed Department Administrator or 
their designees charged with the administration and enforcement of this Chapter. 

"Building" shall mean any structure which is built for the support, shelter, or enclosure or 
partial enclosure of persons, animals, chattels, or movable property of any kind including 
pools. 

"Hearing Authority" means the City's Municipal Court, a board or commission listed in 
the Administration Chapter of the City Code, or a person assigned the responsibility of 
conducting a hearing under this Chapter by the Administrator. 

"Swimming Pool" or "Pool" shall be defined as referenced in the Health and Sanitation 
Chapters of the Arlington City Code of Ordinances. 

Further, Article XVI is hereby amended by the addition of Section 16.13 so that 
hereafter said section shall read as follows: 

Section 16.13 Requiring Repair, Removal, or Demolition of Structure 

A. If the Administrator has reason to believe that a fence, shed, awning, retaining 
wall, or other structure, or part of a structure, hereinafter referred to as 
"structure", is likely to endanger persons or property, the Administrator shall 
schedule a public hearing before the Hearing Authority for a determination of 
whether the structure is likely to endanger persons or property and for the issuing 
of a proposed order on the repair, removal or demolition of the structure. 

B. Hearing Authority Hearing 

1. Scheduling a Hearing. The Administrator shall schedule a hearing when 
the Administrator has determined that such structure is likely to endanger 
persons or property. 

2. Issuance of Notice. 

a. The Administrator shall issue a notice of hearing to each owner of 
the structure, owner of the property on which the structure is 
located, mortgagee, and lienholder, as known by the City and as 
shown by search of the following records: 

(1) Official Public Records of Real Property in Tarrant County, 
specifically in the Tarrant County Clerk's Office; 



(2) Appraisal district records for the appraisal district in which 
the structure is located; 

(3) Records of the Texas Secretary of State; 

(4) Assumed name records for Tarrant County; 

( 5 )  Tax records of the City of Arlington; and 

(6) Util-ity records for the City of Arlington. 

b. The Administrator shall issue notice of hearing to all unknown 
owners, if any, by posting a copy of the notice on the front door of 
each improvement situated on the affected property or as close to 
the front door as practicable. 

3. Contents of Notice. The notice shall contain: 

a. The street address or legal description of the structure; 

b. A statement that the Administrator has found that the structure is 
likely to endanger persons or property, and a brief description of 
the conditions found to render such likely to endanger persons or 
property; 

c. A statement specifying the date, time and place of the hearing; and 

d. A statement that the owner of the structure, owner of the property 
on which the structure is located, mortgagee, and lienholder will be 
afforded an opportunity to comment at the hearing and will be 
required to submit at the hearing proof of the scope of any work 
that may be required to abate the condition likely to endanger 
persons or property and the time it will take to reasonably perform 
the work. 

4. Service of Notice. 

a. Notice of the hearing shall be given by certified mail, return receipt 
requested, or by personal service. If the address of any person 
entitled to notice cannot be ascertained, or if service cannot be 
made by mail or in person after a reasonable attempt, and for all 
unknown owners, service shall be made by posting a copy of the 
notice on the front door of each improvement situated on the 
affected property or as close to the front door as practicable. 



b. The notice shall be mailed and/or posted before the tenth (10th) 
day before the date of the hearing. Service by certified mail shall 
be effective on the date of mailing. 

c. Proof of personal service shall be certified at the time of service by 
a written declaration executed by the person effecting service, 
declaring the date, time and manner in which service was made. 
The declaration, together with any receipt card returned in 
acknowledgment of receipt by certified mail shall be affixed to the 
copy of the notice retained by the Administrator. 

d. Notice of the hearing may be filed in the Official Public Records of 
Real Property in Tarrant County, specifically in the Tarrant County 
Clerk's Office. The notice shall contain: 

(1) the name and address of the owner of the affected property 
if that information can be determined; 

(2) a legal description of the affected property; and 

(3) a description of the hearing. 

The filing of the notice is binding on subsequent grantees, 
lienholders, or other transferees of an interest in the property who 
acquire such interest after filing of the notice, and constitutes 
notice of the hearing on any subsequent recipient of any interest in 
the property who acquires such interest after the filing of the 
notice. 

5. Conduct of Hearing. 

a. Failure to Appear. If the owner fails to appear at the hearing after 
being duly served, the Hearing Authority shall conduct the hearing 
as if the owner personally appeared. 

b. Subpoena Power. Witnesses may be subpoenaed in accordance 
with the procedures set forth in Article XI of the Administration 
Chapter of the City Code of Ordinances. 

c. Procedure. The Hearing Authority shall be authorized to establish 
rules and regulations for the conduct of hearings, if such are 
consistent with this Chapter, other local ordinances and state law. 



6. Findings and Orders. 

a. After all evidence has been presented, the Hearing Authority shall 
determine whether the structure is likely to endanger persons or 
property. 

b. The Hearing Authority shall enter an order as set forth below: 

(1) If the structure is believed by the Hearing Authority to 
likely endanger persons or property, the Hearing Authority 
may issue an order that: 

(a) finds that the structure is likely to endanger persons 
or property; 

(b) orders the owner of the structure or owner of the 
property on which the structure is located, at his 
option, to repair, remove, or demolish the structure, 
or the part of the structure within a specified time; 

(c) orders an additional specified period of time for all 
mortgagees or lienholders to comply with the order 
should the owner of the structure or the owner of 
the property on which the structure is located fail to 
comply with the order within the time provided for 
action; and 

(d) orders that if the owner of the structure or the owner 
of the property on which the structure is located 
fails to comply with any part of the order by the 
specified dates and if any of the mortgagees or 
lienholders fail to comply with the order in the 
owner's stead by the specified dates, the City is 
hereby authorized at its discretion to repair, remove 
or demolish, at the expense of the City, on behalf of 
the owner of the structure or the owner of the 
property on which the structure is located, and 
assess the repair, removal or demolition expenses 
on the property on which the structure was located. 

If the structure is not believed by the Hearing Authority to 
likely endanger persons or property, the Hearing Authority 
may issue an order that finds that the structure is not likely 
to endanger persons or property. 



7. Proposed Order. 

a. The proposed order issued by the Hearing Authority shall be in 
writing and shall set forth the decisions of the Hearing Authority 
made pursuant to this Chapter. 

b. An order to repair, remove or demolish shall set forth those items 
that need to be repaired, removed, or demolished. 

c. The proposed order shall be signed and dated by the Municipal 
Court Judge or one or more persons assigned the responsibility of 
conducting a hearing under this Chapter. 

d. After the hearing, the Hearing Authority shall promptly send a 
copy of the proposed order, a record of the hearing and any 
evidence to the Administrator. 

e. The Administrator shall promptly send a copy of the Hearing 
Authority's proposed order by certified mail, return receipt 
requested, to the owner of the structure, owner of the property on 
which the structure is located, mortgagee, and lienholder. If a 
notice is mailed according to this subsection and the United States 
Postal Service returns the notice as "refused" or "unclaimed", the 
validity of the notice is not affected, and the notice shall be 
deemed as delivered. 

f. The Administrator may schedule on the City Council agenda the 
proposed order for final resolution by City Council. The 
Administrator shall issue notice to each owner of the structure, 
owner of the property on which the structure is located, mortgagee, 
and lienholder of the City Council agenda date, time and place for 
final resolution pursuant to the issuance, contents and service of 
notice for the Hearing Authority's hearing in this Chapter. 

City Council Resolution 

1. City Council may adopt, in whole or part, by City Council Resolution, the 
Hearing Authority's order as its finding and order. 

2. City Council may amend, modify or reject the Hearing Authority's order. 
If City Council amends, modifies or rejects the Hearing Authority's order, 
the City Council by City Council Resolution shall issue its finding and 
order. City Council's finding and order shall be issued in accordance with 
the Hearing Authority's procedures for Findings and Decisions set forth in 
this Chapter. 



3. A copy of the City Council Resolution shall be sent promptly by the 
Administrator by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the owner of 
the structure, owner of the property on which the structure is located, 
mortgagee, and lienholder. If such City Council ,Resolution is mailed 
according to this subsection and the United States Postal Service returns 
the order as "refused" or "unclaimed", the validity of notice of the order is 
not affected, and the order shall be deemed as delivered. 

4. Within ten (10) days after the date of passage of the City Council 
Resolution: 

a. a copy of the City Council Resolution containing its finding and 
order regarding the structure shall be filed in the Office of the City 
Secretary; and 

b. a notice shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in 
the City, said notice containing: 

(1) the street address or legal description of the property; 

(2) the date of consideration of the City Council Resolution; 

(3) a brief statement indicating the results of the City Council 
Resolution; and 

(4) instructions stating where a complete copy of the City 
Council Resolution may be obtained. 

If the owner of the structure or the owner of the property on 
which the structure is located fails to comply with an order 
in the City Council Resolution within the allotted time, the 
Administrator shall cause a copy of the City Council 
Resolution to be sent by certified mail return receipt 
requested to each lienholder and mortgagee as was 
determined pursuant to this Chapter. This shall constitute 
notice to the lienholders and mortgagees that the owner has 
failed to comply with the order. 

5 .  When any work to repair, remove, or demolish is done pursuant to this 
Chapter, the Administrator shall cause the work to be accomplished by 
City personnel or by private contract under the direction of the 
Administrator, or he may employ such architectural, engineering, or other 
specialized assistance on a contract basis as reasonably necessary. 



6. Any expenses for work to repair, remove or demolish shall be assessed 
pursuant to Article XVIII of the Construction Chapter except as to the 
following: 

The Administrator shall also provide notice of the assessment to the owner 
of the structure and the owner of the property on which the structure was 
located by mailing by certified mail, postage prepaid a copy of the 
Hearing Authority's order assessing cost. 

Any person, firm, corporation, agent or employee thereof who violates any of the 
provisions of this ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 
shall be fined an amount not to exceed Two Thousand Dollars and No Cents ($2,000.00) 
for each offense. Each day that a violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a separate 
offense. 

This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be cumulative of all other 
ordinances of the City of Arlington; and this ordinance shall not operate to repeal or 
affect any of such other ordinances except insofar as the provisions thereof might be 
inconsistent or in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance, in which event such 
conflicting provisions, if any, in such other ordinance or ordinances are hereby repealed. 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is for any 
reason held to be unconstitutional, such holding shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this ordinance. 

All of the regulations provided in this ordinance are hereby declared to be 
governmental and for the health, safety and welfare of the general public. Any member 
of the City Council or any City official or employee charged with the enforcement of this 
ordinance, acting for the City of Arlington in the discharge of hislher duties, shall not 
thereby render himselflherself personally liable; and helshe is hereby relieved from all 
personal liability for any damage that might accrue to persons or property as a result of 
any act required or permitted in the discharge of hislher said duties. 



Any violation of this ordinance can be enjoined by a suit filed in the name of the 
City of Arlington in a court of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in 
addition to any penal provision in this ordinance or in the Code of the City of Arlington. 

The caption and penalty clause of this ordinance shall be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the City of Arlington, Texas, in compliance with the 
provisions of Article VII, Section 15, of the City Charter. Further, this ordinance may be 
published in pamphlet form and shall be admissible in such form in any court, as 
provided by law. 

8. 

This ordinance shall become effective upon second publication. 

PRESENTED AND GIVEN FIRST READING on the 2 1 s t  day of 
A p r i l  , 2009, at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of 

Arlington, Texas; and GIVEN SECOND READING, passed and approved on the 5th  

day of May , 2009, by a vote o 
regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Arl 

ATTEST: 

KAREN BARLAR, City Secretary 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
JAY DOEGEY, City Attorney 



Ordinance No. 09-032 

An ordinance amending the "Construction" Chapter of 
the Code of the City o f  Arlington, Texas, 1987, through 
the amendment of Article TI, Ruildin~ Code Board Of 
Appeals, by the addition of Section 2.09, Madel Code 
Adoption or Amendment, related to procedures fnr 
adopting or amending a model code; providing this 
ordinance be curnula the, providing for severability, 
governmental immunity, injunctions, publication and 
an effective date 

BE IT ORDAINED BY WE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AFCIYGTON, 
TEXAS: 

1. 

That the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 
1987, is hereby amended through the amendment of Article 11, Building Code Board Of 
Appeals, by the addition of Section 2.09, Model Code Adoption or Amendment, so that 
hereafier said section shall read as folIows: 

Section 2.09 Model Code Adoption or Amendment 

A. In this section, "national model code" means a publication that is developed, 
promulgated, and periodically updated at a national level by organizations 
consisting of industry and government fire and building safety officials through a 
legislative or consensus process and that is intended for consideration by units of 
government as local law. National model codes include the International 
Residential Code, the National Electrical Code, and the International Building 
Code. 

B. The Board is established as an advisory board for the purpose of obtaining public 
comment on the proposed adoption of or amendment to a national model code, 
and providing a recommendation to City Council. On or before the 10th day 
before the date the Beard conducts a public hearing to consider the adoption of or 
amendment to a national model code, the City shall publish notice of the proposed 
action and the date of the public hearing conspicuously on the City's Internet 
website. 

C. Except as provided by Subsection @}, adoption of an ordinance or national model 
code provision that is intended to govern the construction, renovation, use, or 
maintenance of buildings and building systems in the City shall have a delayed 
effective date that will delay implementing and enforcing the ordinance or code 
provision for at least 30 days after final adoption of the ordinance, to permit 
persons affected to comply with the ordinance or code provision. 



D. If a delay in implementing or enforcing the ordinance or code provision would 
cause imminent harm to the health or safety of the public, the City may enforce 
the ordinance or code provision immediately on the effective date of the 
ordinance or code provision. 

This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be cumulative of all other 
ordinances of the City of Arlington; and this ordinance shall not operate to repeal or 
affect any of such other ordinances except insofar as the provisions thereof might be 
inconsistent or in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance, in which event such 
conflicting provisions, if any, in such other ordinance or ordinances are hereby repealed. 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is for any 
reson held to be unconstitutional, such holding shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining ponions of this ordinance. 

AIE of the regulations provided in this ordinance are hereby declared to be 
governmental and for the health, safety and welfare of the general pubEic. Any member 
of the City Council or any City official or employee charged with the enforcement of this 
ordinance, acting for the City of Arlington in the discharge of hisher duties, shaEl not 
thereby render himselfherself personally liable; and heJshe is hereby relieved from all 
personal liability for any damage that might accrue to persons or property as n result of 
my act required or permitted in the discharge of hisher said duties. 

Any violation o f  this ordinance can be enjoined by a suit filed in the name of the 
City of Arlington in a court of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in 
addition to any penal provision in this ordinance or in the Code of the City of Arlington. 

The caption of this ordinance shall be published in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the City of Arlington, Texas, in compliance with the provisions of Article 
VII, Section 15, of the City Charter. Further, this ordinance may be published in 
pamphlet form and shall be admissible in such form in any court, as provided by law. 



This ordinance shnIl become effective upon second publication. 

PRESENTED AND GIVEN FIRST READWG on the 9th day of June, 2009, at a 
regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Arlington, Texas; and GIVEN 
SECOND READING, passed and approved on the 
9 ayes and 0 nays at a regular meeting of the City Coun 
Texas. 

ATTEST: 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
JAY DOEGEY, City Attorney 



Ordinance No. 09-056 

An ordinance amending the "Construction" Chapter of 
the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 1987, through 
the amendment of Article I, Building Code, Subsection 
1.04, Amendments, Additions and Deletions, by the 
deletion of Subsection (C)(78) and the renumbering of 
the remaining subsections; by the amendment of 
renumbered Subsection (C)(78), relative to removing 
the definition of Swimming Pools; by- the amendment of 
renumbered Subsection (C)(79), relative to public 
swimming pools; by the amendment of renumbered 
Subsection (C)(81), relative to entrapment avoidance; 
by the addition of a Subsection (C)(IE3) relative to 
Chapter 35, Reference Standards; through the 
amendment of Section 1.04, by the amendment of 
Subsection @)(75), relative to swimming pools, spas 
and hot tubs; providing for a fine of up to S2,000 for 
each offense io violation of the ordinance; providing 
this ordinance be cumulative; providing for 
severabiIitv, governmental immunity, injunctions, and 
publication; and becoming effective on Qctoher 23,2009 

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on June 24, 2009, before the Buildinl: Code 
Board of Appeals relative to proposed amendments to the Construction 
Chapter of the Code of the City of ArZhgton, Texas, 1987; and 

WHEREAS, the Building Code Board of Appeals unanimously approved the proposed 
amendments; NOW THEREFORE 

BE IT ORDAJNED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF T I E  CITY OF ARLINGTON, 
TEXAS: 

1. 

That the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 
1983, is hereby mended  through the amendment of Article I, Building Code, Section 
1.04, Amendments. Additions and Deletions, by the deletion of Subsection (C)(?S) and 
the renurnhering of the remaining subsections. 

Further, the renumbered Subsection 1.04(C)(78) is hereby amended so that 
hereafter said subsection shall read as follows: 

(78) The amendment of Section 3 109.2 entitled Definitions, to read as firllows: 



3109.2 Definition. The following words and terms shall, for the purposes 
of this section and as used elsewhere in this code, have the meaning shown 
herein. 

MULTI-UNIT RENTAL COMPLEX is two or more dwelling units in 
one or more buildings that are under common ownership, managed by the 
same owner, managing agent, or management company, and located on 
the same lot or tract of land or adjacent lots or tracts of land. term 
includes a condominium project. The term does not include: 

(A) A facility primari ty renting rooms to overnight guests; or 

(B) A single-family home or adjacent single-family homes that are not 
part of a condominium project. 

POOL DECK is a flat walking surface consisting of wood, stone, brick, 
concrete or other similar material located within five feet ( 5 ' )  of the waters 
edge of a swimming pool or spa, 

PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATZON is an association of property 
owners for a residential subdivision, condominium, cooperative, 
townhouse project, or other project involving residentid dwellings. 

SELF-GLOSING GATE is a gate, which closes or shuts automatically, 
without the aid of human, electrical, solar or battery power after being 
opened. 

SELF-CLOSING AND SELF-LATCEIZING DEVTCE is n device that 
causes a gate to automatically close and latch without human, electrical, 
solar or battery power. 

Further, the renumbered Subsection 1.04(C)[79) is hereby amended so that 
hereafter saf d subsection shall read as follows: 

(799 The amendment of Section 3109.3, entitled Public Swimming Pools to 
read as follows: 

3109.3 Public Swimming Pools. Public swimming pools (pools not 
accessory to a 1- or 2-family dwelling) shall be completely enclosed by a 
fence that complies with the Health and Sanitation Chapter, Article VII, 
Public Swimming PooIs, Section 7.01. 

Further, the renumbered Subsection 1,04(C)(81) is hereby amended so that 
hereafter said subsection shall read as follows: 



(8 1) The amendment of Section 3 109.5, entitled Entrapment avoidance., to 
read as follows: 

3109.5 Entrapment avoidance. Suction outlets shalI be designed and 
installed in, accordance with ANSVAPSP-7. 

Further, Subsection 1.04(C) is hereby amended by the addition af a Subsection 
(83) so that hereafter said subsection shall read as follows: 

(83) The amendment of Chapter 35, entitled Referenced Standards., to read as 
follows: 

ANSVAPSP-7-06, Standard for Suction Entrapment Avoidance in 
Swimming Pools, Wading Pools, Spas, Hot Tubs and Catch Basins 
......................... ...,.......... .,..,, .........~~...~ .p.................. 3109.5.1 

Further, Subsection 1.04@)(75) is hereby amended so that hereafter said 
subsection shall read as follows: 

(75) The amendment of I.R.C. Appendix G, entitled Swimming Pools, Spas and 
Hot Tubs, to read as follows: 

APPENDIX G 
S W I M N G  POOLS, SPAS AND HOT TURS 

SECTION AG 101 
GEYERAL 

AG 101,l General. The provisions of this appendix shall conzrol the 
design and construction of surimming pools, spas and hot tubs instdled in 
or on the kot of a one- and two-family dwelling. 

SECTION AG 102 
PERMITS AND INSPECTIONS 

AG 102,l Permit Required. A permit shall be requked to construct 
and/or erect a swimming pool. A permit may only be issued to a registrant 
as set out in Article IV of the Construction Chapter. 

AG 102.2 Submittal required. An application for a permit to construct 
andor erect a swimming pool shall be accompanied by the following: 



1. Two (2) size plans indicating the location of the proposed 
swimming pool and the associated swimming pool decks on the lot 
that have been stamped by the electrical service provider, 

2. Lot grading plans, including surface drain inlets and discharges, 
for both before and after construction, 

3. The plans for pool barrier compliance, and 
4. Any additional information that may be required by the Building 

Official. 

AG 102.3 Inspection required. After an application for a permit to 
construct and/or erect a swimming pool has been issued in accordance 
with Article IV of the Construction Chapter, the following inspections are 
required as a minimum as applicable: 

1 ,  Belly steel inspection, 
2. Elec.trical bonding inspection, 
2.1 Pool entrapment protection system, 
3. Underground electrical inspection, 
4. Underground plumbing and gas piping inspection, and 
5 .  Final inspection to include verification of swimming pool barrier 

compliance @rim to plastering the swimming pool). 

AG 102.4 Lot grading and surface drainage. The construction andlor 
erection of a swimming pool may not alter the lot grading or drainage 
patterns intended by tRe lot's approved grading plan andlor the 
suMivision's approved grading and drainage plans. The point of 
discharge of collected surface drains and rain gutters may not exit onto 
adjacent properties as a concentrated point of discharge. 

AG 102.5 It shall be unlawful for the registrant to permit or cause the 
swimming pool to be filled with water before the existence of a lawful 
swimming pool barrier is inspected and approved. 

SECTION AG 103 
DEFrnTTTONS 

AG 103.1 General. For the purposes of these requirements, the terns 
used shall be defined as follows and as set forth in Chapter 2. 

ABOVE-GROUNDION-GROW POOL. See "Swimming poo1." 

BARRIER. A fence, wall, building wall or combination thereof which 
~ompletely surrounds the swimming pool and obstructs access to the 
swimming pool. 



HOT TUB. See "Swimming pool." 

JN-GROUND POOL. See "Swimming pool." 

POOL DECK. A flat walking surface consisting of wood, stone. brick, 
concrete or other similar material located within 5 feet (1524 rnm) of the 
water's edge of a swimming pool. 

RESl"DE;NTIAL. That which is situated on the premises of a detached 
one- or two-family dwelling or a one-family townhouse not more than 
three stories in height. 

SELF-CLOSING GATE. A gate which closes or shuts automatically 
without the aid of human, electrical, solar or battery power after being 
opened. 

SELF-CLOSING AND SELF-LATCHING DEVTCFS. A device that 
causes a gate to automatically close and latch without human, electrical, 
solar or battery power. 

SPA, NONPORTABLE. See "Swimming pool." 

SPA, PORTABLE. A nonpermanent structure intended for retreat Ional 
bathing, in which all controls, water-heating and water-circulating 
equipment are an integral part of the product. 

SWTMMWG POOL, Any structure intended for swimming or 
recreational bathing that contains water over 24 inches (610 mm) deep. 
This includes in-$round, above-ground and o n - p u n d  swimming pools, 
hot tubs and spas. 

SFVMIWNG POOL, JYDOOR. A swimming pool which i s  totally 
contained within a structure and surrounded on all four sides by walls of 
said structure. 

SWlMMINE POOL, OUTDOOR Any swimming pool which is not an 
indoor pool, 

SECTION AG 104 
SWIMMING POOLS 

AG 104.1 In-ground pools. In-ground pools shall be desipled and 
constructed in conformance with ANSLWSPI-5 as listed in Section 
AG108. 



AG 204.2 Above-ground and on-ground pools. Above-ground and on- 
ground pools shall be designed and constructed in conformancl: with 
ANSUNSPI-4 as listed in Section AG108. 

SECTION AG 105 
SPAS AND HOT TUBS 

AG 105.1 Permanently installed spas and hot tubs. Permanently installed 
spas and hot tubs shall be designed and constmcted in conformance with 
ANSLNSPI-3 as listed in Section AG 108. 

AG 105.2 Portable spas and hot tubs. Portable spas and hot tubs shall be 
designed and constructed in conformance with ANSINSPI-6 as listed in 
Section AGE 08. 

SECTION AG 106 
BARRIER REQUIREMENTS 

AG 106.1 Application. The provisions of this chapter shalI control the 
design of barriers for residential swimming pools, spas and hot tubs. 
These design controls are intended to provide protection against potential 
dsownings and near-drownings by restricting access to swimming pools, 
spas and hot tubs. 

AG 106.2 Outdoor swimming pool. An outdoor swimming pool, 
including an in-ground, above-ground or on-ground pool, hot tub or spa 
shall be provided with a barrier which shall comply with the following: 

1. The top of the barrier shall be at least 48 inches (12 19 mm) above 
grade measured on the side of the barrier which faces away from 
the swimming pool. The maximum verticaI clearance between 
grade and the bottom of the banier shall be 2 inches ( 5  1 mm) 
measured on the side of the barrier which faces away from the 
swimming pool, Where the top of the pool structure is above 
grade, such as an above-ground pool, the barrier may be at ground 
level, such as the pool structure, or mounted on top of the pool 
structure. Where the barrier is mounted on top of the pool 
structure, the maximum vertical clearance between the to13 of the 
pool structure and the bottom of the banier shall be 4 inches (102 
ms. 

2. Openings in the barrier shall not allow passage of a 4-inch- 
diameter (1 02 mm) sphere. 

3. Solid barriers which do not have openings, such as a rnaFonry or 
stone wall, shall not contain indentations or protrusions except for 
normal construdion tolerances and tooled masonry joints. 



4. Where the bartier is composed of horizontal and vertical members 
and the distance between the tops of the horizontal members is less 
than 45 inches (1 143 mm), the horizontal members shall be located 
on the swimming pool side of the fence. Spacing between vertical 
members shalh not exceed 1.75 inches (44 mm) in width. Where 
there are decorative cutouts within vertical members, spacing 
within the cutouts shall not exceed 1.75 inches (44 mm) in u idth. 
EXCEPTION: When the horizontal members are part of a fence 
that is at least 6 feet (1829 mm) in height, the horizontal members 
need slot be on the pool side of the barrier. 

5 .  Where the barrier is composed of horizontal and vertical members 
and the distance between the tops of the horizontal members is 45 
inches (1 143 mm) or more, spacing between vertical members 
shaIt not exceed 4 inches (102 m). Where there are decorative 
cutouts within vertical members, spacing within the cutouts shall 
not exceed 1.75 inches (44 mm) in width. 

6, Maximum mesh size for chain link fences shall be a 1 -25-inch (32 
mm) square unless the fence is provided with slats fastened at the 
top or the bottom which reduce the openings to not more than E .75 
inches (44 mm). 

7. Where the barrier is composed of diagonal- members, such as a 
lattice fence, the maximum opening formed by the diagonal 
mernbers shall not be more than 1.75 inches (44 mm). 

8. Access gates shall comply with the requirements of Section AG 
106.2, Items 1 through 7, and shall be equipped to accommodate a 
locking device. Pedestrian access gates shall open outward away 
from the pool and shall be self-closing and have a self-latching 
device. Gates other than pedestrian access gates shall have a self- 
latching device. Where the release mechanism of the self-latching 
device is located less than 54 inches (1372 rnm) from the bottom of 
the gate, the release mechanism and openings shall comply with 
the following: 
8.1. The release mechanism shall be located on the pool side of 

the gate at least 3 inches (76 mm) below the top of the gate, 
and 

8.2. The gate and banier shall, have no opening greater than 0.5 
inch (12.7 mm) within 18 inches (457 m) of the release 
mechanism. 

3 Driveway access gates across a paved or improved surface 
intended for regular vehicle access shall not be located in a 
swimming pool barrier. 

9. Where a wall of a dwelling serves as part of the barrier one of the 
following conditions shall be met: 
9.1. All doors with direct access to the pool through that wall 

shall be equipped with an a i m  which produces a n  audible 
warning when the door and its screen, if present, are 



opened. The dam shall sound continuously for a 
minimum of 30 seconds immediately after the door is 
opened and 'be capable of being heard throughout the house 
during normal household activities. The alarm shall 
automatically reset under all conditions. The alarm system 
shall be equipped with a rnanuaI means, such as touchpad 
or switch, to temporarily deactivate the alarm for a single 
opening. Such deactivation shall last for not more than 15 
seconds. The deactivation switch(es) shall be located at 
least 54 inches (1  372 mm) above the threshold of the door; 
or 

9.2. Other means of protection, such as self-closing doors with 
self-latching devices, which are approved by the governing 
body, shall be acceptable so long as the d e y e e  of 
protection afforded is not less than the protection afforded 
by Item 9.1 described above. 

10. Where an above-ground pool structure is used as a barrier or where 
the barrier is mounted on top of the pool structure and the means of 
access is a ladder or steps, then: 
10.1, The ladder or steps shall be capable of being secured, 

locked or removed to prevent access, or 
10.2. The ladder or steps shall be surrounded by a barrier which 

meets the requirements of Section AG 106.2, Items 1 
through 9. When the ladder or steps are secured, locked w 
removed, any opening created shall not allow the passage 
of a 4-inch-diameter (102 mm) sphere. 

AG 106.3 Indoor swimming pod. A11 walls surrounding an indoor 
swimming pool shall cornpIy with Section AG 1 06.2, Item 9. 

AG 106.4 Prohibited locations. Barriers shall be located so as to prohibit 
permanent structures, equipment or similar objects from being used to 
climb the barriers. 

AG 106.5 Barrier exceptions. Spas or hot tubs with a safety cover which 
compIies with ASTM F 1346, as listed in Section AG 108, shall be exempt 
from the provisions of this appendix. 

SECTION AG 107 
ENTRAPMENT PROTECTION FOR SWIMMING POOL AND 

SPA SUCTION OUTLETS 

AG 107.1 General. Suction outlets shall be designed and installed in 
accordance with ANS'LIAPSP-7. 



SECTION AG 108 
ABBaEWATIONS 

AG 1 08.1 General. 

ANSI-American National Standards Institute, E l West 42nd Street, New 
York, MY 1 0036 

ASTM-American Society for Testing and Materials, 1916 Race Street, 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 

NSPI-National Spa and Po01 Institute, 2 I 1 1 Eisenhower Avenue, 
Alexandria, VA 223 14 

SECTION AG 109 
STANDARDS 

AG 109.1 General. 

ANSVNSPI-3 Standard for Permanently JnstaIled Residential SpasAG 1 04. I 

ANSINSPI-4 Standard for Above-groundlon-ground Residential 
Swimming Pools. ........................................................................... AG 103.2 

ANSINSPI-5 Standard for Residential In-ground Swimming Pools.AG 1 03.1 

.................. ANSINSPI-6 Standard for Residential Portable Spas. AG 104.2 

ASME/ANSI 
112.19.8-2007 Suction Fittings for Use in Swimming Pools, Wading 
Pools, Spas, Hot Tubs and Whirlpool Bathing 

.............................................................. Appliances. AG 107.1 

ANSVAPSP-7-06 Standard for Suction Entrapment Avoidance in 
Swimming Pools, Wading Pools, Spas, Hot Tubs and Catch 

................................................................... Basins.. A 6  107.1 

ASTM 

ASTM F 1346-9 1 Standard Performance Specifications for Safety Covers 
and Labeling Requirements for All Covers for Swimming Pools, Spas and 
Hot Tubs. .................................................................... AG 105.2, AG 105.5 



Any person, firm, corporation, agent or employee thereof who violates any of the 
provisions of this ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 
shall be fined an amount not to exceed Two Thousand and Noll 00 Dellass ($2,000) for 
each offense. Each day that a violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a scparate 
offense. 

This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be cumulative of all other 
ordinances of the City of Arlington; and this ordinance shaU not operate to repeal or 
affect any of such other ordinances except insofar as the provisions thereof might be 
inconsistent or in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance, in which event such 
conflicting provisions, if any, in such other ordinance or ordinances are hereby repealed. 

If any section, subsection, sentence, cIause or phrase of this ordinance is for any 
reason held to be unconstitutional, such holding shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this ordinance. 

A11 of the regulations provided in this ordinance xe hereby declared to be 
governmental and for the heaIthth, safety and welfare of the general public. Any member 
of the City Council or any City off~cial or employee charged with the enforcement of this 
ordinance, acting for the City of Arlington in the discharge of hisher duties, shall not 
thereby render himselfherself personally liable; and helshe is hereby relieved From all 
personal liability for any damage that might accrue to persons or property as a result of 
any act required or permitted in the discharge of histher said duties. 

Any violation of this ordinance can be enjoined by a suit filed in the name of the 
City of Arlington in a court of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in 
addition to any penal provision in this ordinance or in the Code of the City of Arl ington. 

The caption and penalty cIause of this ordinance shall be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the City of Arlington, Texas, in compliance with the 
provisions of Article VIT, Section 15, of the City Charter. Further, this ordinance may be 
published in pamphlet form and shaIl be admissible in such fom in any court, as 
provided by law. 



Section 214.218 of the Texas Local Government Code requires that adoption of 
an ordinance or national model code provision that is intended to govern the construction, 
renovation, use, or maintenance of buildings and building systems in the City shall have a 
delayed effective date that will delay implementing and enforcing the ordinance or code 
provision for at least 30 days after final adoption of the ordinance, to permit persons 
affected to comply with the ordinance or code provision. 

This ordinance shall become effective October 23, 2009, which is 30 days after 
the final adoption of the ordinance at the second reading on September 22,2009. 

PRESENTED, FINALLY PASSED AND APPROVED, AND EFEECTSVE on the 
22nd day of September 2009, by a vote of 

a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Arlington 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
JAY DOEGEY, City Attorney 



Ordinance No. 10-009 

An ordinance amending the "Construction" Chapter of 
the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 1987, through 
the amendment of Article I, build in^ Code, by the 
amendment of Section 1.08, Enforcement, VioIations 
n d  Penalties, relative to changing the title of the section 
and updating penalty provisions; and by the addition of 
Section 1.13, Electronic Submittal of Final Plans; 
Article IV, Registration. Permits and Insaections, 
Section 4.02.5, Application for Commercial Site PIan, 
and Section 4.04, ]Plans and Specifications; Article VI, 
Prefabricated o r  Modular Buildinps, Section 6.01, 
General; Article VII, Sipns, Section 7.07, Structural 
Rcquirement~; and Article X, Emergency Locator 
Directory, Section 10.04, Information Reauired; relative 
to a requirement that Final plans or other documents 
that wifi be archived must b e  submitted in electronic 
format; through the amendment of Article XIII, 
-, by the deletion of Section 13.11, 
Penal*; through the amendment of Article XVI, 
Dangerous Buildiues, Section 6 . 1  Other 
Enforcement, Subsection (E); and by the addition of 
Article XIX, Penaltv; relative to updated penalty 
provisions; providing for a fine of up to $2,000 for each 
offense in violation of the ordinance; providing this 
ordinance be cumulative; providing fdr sever&ility, 
governmental immunity, injunctions, publication; and 
an effective date 

BE IT ORD.4INED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARLTNG ON, 
TEXAS: 

1. 
P 

mat the h'Constructian" Chapter of the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas. 
1987, is hereby mended through the amendment of Article I, p- 
amendment of Section 1.08, Enforcement, Violations and PenaIties, 
said section shall read as foIlows: 

Section 1.011 Fmforcement, ViaIations 

A. It shall bo unlawful Iur my person, firm or corporation to erect, cansbct, 
enlarge, alter, repair, move, improve, remove, convert, demolish, equip,! use, 
occupy or maintain any building, structure or premises in the City of Arlingtqn, or 



I 

cause or permit the same to be done, contrary to or in violation of any !of the 
provisions of this Building Code. i 

i 

B. In addition to the power of the Building Official under T.B.C., Section 104.6, 
entitled "Right of Entry," to inspect a building pursunnt to this Building Co e, any 
peace officer may enter the public areas of any building or premises, or an areas 
specified in a proper inspection warrant, at all reasonable times w erever 
necessary in the performance of official duties to inspect and investig te for 

, violations of any law, or to enforce any law, including violations of this B ilding 
Code. The peace officer shall first present proper credentials md reques entry, 
unless othenvise permitted by law. If such entry is refused or, if no o er or 
other person having charge or control of the building or premises can be I cntcd, 
the peace officer shaIl have recourse to every remedy provided by law to ecure 
entry. 1 \ I 1 

C. No owner, occupant or any other person having charge, care or control 
building or premises shall fail or neglect, after proper requast is made purs 
Subsection B above, to promptly permit entry therein by a peace 
performance of the peace officers duty. Any person violating 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

Further, Article I is amended by the addition of Section 1.13, 
Submittal of Final Plans, so that hereafter said section shall read as fnt lows: 

! 

Section 1.13 Electronic Submittal ,of Final Plans 1 I 
Final plans or other documents required by the Building Code that will be archibed must 
be submitted in art electronic format specified by the Director of Cortzr lunily 
Development and Planning ("CDP Directort') as a condition to issuance of any pe of 
permit, approval, or other action related to the final plans or documents. The Ci may 
provide an electronic conversion service fbr a fee in the amount set forth by City C uncil 
resolution. The CDP Director shall provide a schedule indicating which document must 

information as necessary to implement an electronic archiving program. 

i 
be provided electronically, at which point during the approval process, and 1 other 

t 

Further, Article IV, pegistration. Permits and Lnspections, is hereby amen ed by 
the amendment of Section 4.02.5, Application for Commercial Site Plan, so that he eafter 
said section shall be and read as follows: 

P I 
Section 4.02.5 Application for Commercial Site Plan 

A, To obtain approval for a Commercial Site Plan, the applicant shall first 

purpnse by said Building Official. Every such application shall: 
$.*: application with the Building Official in writing on a form furnished f 

1 
I 



1. Identify and describe the proposed development; 

2. Describe the land on which the proposed work is to be dvrlc by lot, block, 
tract and building and street address, or similar description t will 4 readily identify and definitely locate the proposed building or work;, 

I 
3. Be accompanied by plans and specifications as required to demo strate 

compliance with the zoning, environmental, engineering m fire 
regulations applicable to the project location; 1 

i 
I 

4. Besignedbytheapplicantormauthorizedagent,whomaybereq~dto 
submit evidence to indicate such autl~orily; and I 

I 
5. Give such other pertinent infbrmation as is deemed necessary y the 

Building Official. t 
i 

B. Accepted plans and specifications shall not be changed, modified or ltered 
without written authorization from the Building Official, and all work s all be 
done in  accordance with the approved plans. 

{ 
I 

C. Final plans or other documents that wiil be archived must be submitted ( i n  an 
electronic format specified by the Director of Community Developme t and 
Planning ("CUP Director") as a condition to issuance of any type of &mi, 
approval, or other action related to the final plans or documcnts. The ~ i t t  may 
provide an electronic conversion service for a fee in the amount set forth b 
Council resolution. The CDP Director shall pruvide a schedule indicating 
documents must be provided electronically, at which point during the ap 
process, and other information as necessary to implement an electronic arc 
pro gram. 

Further, Article IV, is hereby amended by the amendment of Section 4.04,1~1ans 
and Specifications, by the addition of Subse~tion (D), so that hereafter said subsbction 
shall be and read as follows: I 

I 

Final plans or other documents that wilI be archived must be submitted in an 
electronic format specified by the Director of Community Developmen and 
Planning ("CDP Director") as a condition to issuance of any ty-pe uf  p rmit, 
approval, or other action related to the final plans or documents. The Cit I , may 
provide an electronic conversion service for a fee in the mount set forth b City 
Council resolution. The CDP Director shall provide a schedule indicating $hch 
documents must be pruvided elecrronieally, at which point during the apdroval 
process, and other information as necessary to implement an electronic arc$ving 
program. i 1 



I 
Further, Article V I ,  Prefabricated or Modular Buildings, is hereby amended/ by the 

amendment of Section 6.01, General, so that hereafter said section shall be and @ad as 
\ 

follows: I 

Section 6,Ot General 

All modular buildings shall comply with V.A.C.S . , Article 542 1 f- 1, 
"Industrialized Housing and Buildings ", 

\ 

All modular buildings shall have submitted for approval by the applicant a b 'ilding 
permit request along with aJI plms and specificatio~is deemed necessary by the B ilding 
Off~ciaI. Such plans shall bear the stamp of .a design review agency approved y the 
State of Texas. The Building Official shall review such plans for cornpliance 'th all 
applicable laws. Further, each modular component shall bear the decal of the Texas 
Department of Labor and Standards. Final plans or ather documents h a t  M ill be ar i hived 
must be submitted in an electronic format specified by the Director of Comhunity 
Development and Planning ("CDP Director") as a condition to issuance of a11y tlpe of 
permit, approval, or other action related to the final plans or documents. The ~ i t j ,  may 
provide an electronic conversion service for a fee in the amount set forth by City C+ulciI 
resolution. The CDP Director shall provide a schedule indicating which documenti must 
be provided electronically, at which point during the approval process, ondl other 
information as necessary to implement an electronic archiving program. Further4 each 
modular component shall bear the decal of the Texas Department of ~ a b $ f  and 
Standards. 

I 

I 
! 

Further. Article VII, Sicns, is hereby amended by the amendment of ~ e r  tion/ 7.07, 
Structural Requirements, Subsection (A), so that hereafter said subsection shall 
read as foHows: + and 

1 
A. Design and Stress Diagrams Required. Before a sign permit shall be the 

appliunt therefor shall submit to the Building Official a design and 
diagram or plan containing information' as to the type, size, shape, 
constructiun and materials of the proposed sign, and such other 
information as the Building Official may deem necessary to determine 
sign complies with h i s  Building Code and all other pertinent laws. Final pt s or 
other documents that will be archived must be submitted in an electronic $mat 
specified by the Director of Community Devetopment and Pianning 
Director") as a condition to issuance of any type of permit, approval, 
action related to thc final plans or documents. The City may provide an 
conversion service for a fee in the mount  set forth by City Council 
The CDP Director shall provide a schedule indicating which documents m st be I provided electronically, at which point during the approval process, and 'other 
information as necessary to implement an electronic archving program. I 

I 



Further, Article X, Emergency Locator Directory, is hereby amended y the 
amendment of Section 10.04, Information Required, so that hereafter said secti shall 
be and read as follows: 8 

I 

Section 10.04 Information Required 

A, The information required to be filed with the Building Official by Sectio 10.02 
above shall include a site map drawn to a scale designated by the B ilding 
Official showing the designation and location of  the following: bulldi s; the 
number or letter designation of said buildings, if any; internal street and d vewzy 
patterns; parking areas; access ways to interior courts; exterior sta k ays; 
dwelling units and their exterior doorways; the number or letter design4ion of 
said units; utility controls; and such other pertinent information as the Bbilding 
Official may deem necessary. The Building Official shall provide appapriate 
forms for the compiling of said information and shall prescribe the maher  of 
submitting the same. 

B. Final plans or other documents that will be archived must be submitted in an 
electronic formdt specified by the Director of Community Developm "d 
Planning ("CDP Director") as a condition to issuance of any type of ermit, 
approval, or other action related to the final plans or documents, The Ci y may 
provide an electronic conversion service for a fee in the amount set forth y City 
Council resolution. The C DP Director shall provide a schedule indicatin which 
documents must be provided electronically, at which point during the a proval 
process, and other information as necessary to impIement an electronic ar f ,hiving 

I 
program. ! 

I 
I 
I 

Further, Article XI11, Outdoor Festivals, is hereby amended by the delelion of 
Section 13.1 1, Penalty. 

Further, Article XVI, Dangerous Buildines. is hereby amended by the 
amendment of Section 16.11, @her Enforcement, Subsection (El, so that herea@r said 
subsection shall be and read as follows: 

E. It is a violation for any person, fm or corporation to own, Iease, use, ocdupy or 
maintain a dangerous building as defined in this Article, or to cause or pertnit the 
same to be done, in the City af  Arlington. A violator shall be guil of a 
misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to exceed Two 7'housand Dollars d No 
Cents ($2,000) for each violation pursuant to the penalties provisions of ection 
19.0 1 of this Chapter. 

t I 
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Further, t h e  "Construction" Chapter o f  the Code of the City of 
1 987, is hereby amended by the addition of Article XIX, 
section shaIl be and read as folllows: 

ARTICLE XIX I 
! 

PENALTY 

A person who violates any provision of this Chapter by performing act 
prohibited or by failing to perform an act required is guilty of a misdemeanor; ef clay 
the violation continues shall be a separate offense. 

1. If the definition of an offense under this Chapter does not prescribe a c lpable 
mental state, then a culpable mental state is not required. Such offense s all be 
punishable by a fine not to exceed Five Hundred Dollars and No Cents ( $ 5  0.00). 
Although not required, if a culpable mental state is in fact alleged in the ch rge of 
the ufknse and the offense governs fire sstf'ety, zoning, or public heal h and 
sanitation, including dumping of refuse, such offense shall be punishable b a fine 
not to exceed Two Thousand Dollars and No Cents ($2,C00.00). 

I 1 

2 .  If the definition of an offense under this Chapter prescribes a culpable 
state and the offense governs fire safety, zoning, or public health and 
including dumping uf refuse, then a culpable mental state is required 
offense shall be punishable by a fine not to exceed Two Thousand 
Cents ($2,000.00). 

Any person, firm, corporation, agent or employee thereof who violates any of the 
provisions of this ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 
shall be fined an amount not to cxceed Two Thousand Dollars and No Cents ($2, 0.00) 
for each offense. Each day that a violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a s parate 
offense. 7 

I 

This ordinance shall be and is horeby dcclarsd to be ~umulliiive of ali other 
ordinances of the City of Arlington; and this ordinance shall not operate to 
affect any of such other ordinances except insofar as the provisions thereof m 
inconsistent or in conflict with the protlisions of this ordinance, in which 
conflicting provisions, if any, in such other ordinance or ordinances are hereby 



If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is For any 
reason held to be unconstitutional, such holding shall not affect the validityi of the 
remaining portions of this ordinance. I 

I 
I 

All of the regulations provided in this ordinance are hereby declared to be 
governmental and for the health, safety and welfare of the general public. Any ember 
of the City Council or any City official or employee charged with the enforcemen of ths  
ordinance, acting for the City of Arlington in the discharge of hisher duties, s all not 
thereby render himselfherself personally liable; and helshe is hereby relieved 

any act required or permitted in the discharge of hisher said duties. 

T 
personal liability for any damage that might accrue to persons or property as a l O  sult all of 

i 

Any violation of this ordinance can be enjoined by a suit filed in the n m b  of the 
City of Arlington in a court of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy s h d  be in 
addition to my penal provision in this ordinance or in the Code of the City of ~ r l i d ~ t o n .  

The caption and penalty clause of this ordinance shall be in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the City of Arlington, Texas, in compliance with the 
provisions of Article VII, Section 1 5 ,  of the City Charter. Further, this ordinance !may be 
published in pamphlet form and shall be admissible in such form in any cburt, as 
provided by law. I 

I 

This ordinance shall become effective upon second publication. 

PRESENTED AND GIVEN FIRST READING on the 15th day of December, 2d09, at a 

Texas. 

ROBERT W. CLUCK, Mayor 



ATTEST: 

I 
I 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 1 
JAY DOEGEY, City Attorne r 



Ordinance No. 11-001 

An ordinance of the City of Arlington, Texas, amending the 
"'Construction" Chapter of the Code of the City of Arlington, 
Texas, 1987, through the amendment of Article XIII, Outdoor 
Festivals; providing for a fine of up to $2,000 for each 
violation; providing this ordinance be cumulative; providing 
for severability, governmental immunity, injunctions, and 
publication; and becoming effective upon second publication 

Ol/10111 
01/17/11 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARLINGTON, 
TEXAS: 

1. 

That the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 
1987, is hereby amended through the amendment of Article XIII, Outdoor Festivals, so 
that hereafter the title and Article shall be and read as follows: 

ARTICLE XIII 

TEMPORARY OUTDOOR EVENTS 

Section 13.01 Purpose 

The purpose of this Chapter is to promote the health, safety, and welfare of City of 
Arlington citizens and visitors by addressing issues that occur when private property is 
used for temporary outdoor events. 

Section 13.02 Definitions 

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this Ordinance, shall have 
the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a 
different meaning: 

Administrator. The Building Official or other designee of the City Manager charged 
with the administration and enforcement ofthis Article. 

Amplified Sound. Music, speech or sound projected or transmitted by artificial means, 
including but not limited to amplifiers, loud speakers or any similar devices that emit 
sound distinctly discernible beyond the property line of the premises where the equipment 
is located. 

Appeal Officer. The Director of Community Development and Planning or other 
designee of the City Manager charged with hearing appeals related to the enforcement of 
this Article. 



Applicant. A person or its authorized agent that applies for a temporary outdoor event 
permit. 

Non-Seasonal Temporary Outdoor Event. A temporary outdoor event that occurs 
independently of a particular season of the calendar year, including but not limited to: 
events related to religious institutions, schools, or other non-profit organizations. 

Person. An individual, proprietorship, partnership, corporation, association, or other 
legal entity. 

Seasonal temporary outdoor event. A temporary outdoor event occurring at or 
dependent on a particular season or holiday of the calendar year, including but not limited 
to: pumpkin stands, firewood sales, and Christmas tree lots. 

Temporary outdoor event. Any activity not located within a permanent structure 
involving amplified sound; erection of tents; or sales of merchandise, goods or food and 
beverage; or similar activity. 

Section 13.03 General Authority and Duty of the Administrator 

The Administrator shall implement and enforce this Chapter. 

Section 13.04 Permit Required 

A No applicant may direct, control or participate in the production of a temporary 
outdoor event unless a valid permit for the event has been issued as provided in 
this Article. 

B. No person may direct, control or participate in the production of temporary 
outdoor event in violation of the terms and conditions of a valid permit issued in 
accordance with this Article. 

C. Nothing contained herein shall be construed as relieving an applicant from duties 
or permits required by other provisions of the Code of the City of Arlington, 
including, but not limited to, ordinances regulating the sale of food and beverage 
or closure of streets and the obtaining of permits and payment of fees. 
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Section 13.05 Application for Permit 

A. A person desiring to hold a temporary outdoor event shall file a \Vfitten permit 
application with the Administrator. 

B. The application must be filed at least forty·five (45) days before the day the 
temporary outdoor event is to be held. Failure to meet the filing requirement may 
result in denial of the application. This requirement may be waived by the 
Administrator if all other conditions of this Article are met. 

C. The Administrator may require submittal of the following: 

1. The name, telephone numbers and address of the applicant and the names, 
addresses, and telephone numbers of all associates and employees of the 
applicant assisting in the promotion of the temporary outdoor event. 

2. A description and the address of the premises where the temporary outdoor 
event is to be held. 

3. The name and address of the owner of the premises where the temporary 
outdoor event is to be held and a Jetter of permission from the owner 
whereby the applicant is authorized to use the location. 

4. A letter from the owner(s) of the premises acknowledging responsibility 
for cleaning up the property and surrounding rights·of·way as may be 
applicable, including charges assessed by the City for expenses incurred by 
the City. A bond for cleanup may be required by the City. The owner 
shall provide an address and telephone numbers where he or she may be 
contacted. 

5. The dates and times that the temporary outdoor event is to be held, 
including any setup or takedown time for tents, booths, tables, stages, 
bandstands, platforms or other temporary structures. 

6. The maximum number of persons that the applicant will allow to attend 
the temporary outdoor event and a statement showing how the applicant 
plans to control the number of persons in attendance at the temporary 
outdoor event. 

7. A detailed statement describing the applicant's preparations for the 
temporary outdoor event designed to comply with the minimum standards 
of sanitation and health protection measures required by V.T.C.A., Health 
and Safety Code, Chapter 341, to include but not be limited to restrooms, 
gratis drinking water and shade structures. In addition, provisions for 
emergency medical and health care services may be required by the City. 

3 



8. A detailed statement describing the applicant's preparations for the 
temporary outdoor event designed to comply with the standards for a 
Certificate of Occupancy and all other requirements of the applicable 
Chapters of the Code of the City of Arlington, including but not limited to 
the provisions of the "Fire Prevention" and "Zoning" Chapters of said 
Code. 

9. A complete listing of similar temporary outdoor events the applicant has 
received permits for in the past three (3) years, including the date, time, 
and location of each. 

10. Any other information to determine whether the event will jeopardize the 
health, safety, and welfare of City of Arlington citizens and visitors. 

D. The required filing fee set in accordance with Section 4.09 above must be 
submitted with the application. The fee shall be nonrefundable. 

Section 13.06 Application Review Procedure 

A. The application for a pennit under this Article shall be reviewed by the 
Administrator. Such application may also be reviewed by other departments of 
the City to check compliance with the laws and ordinances under their 
jurisdiction. 

B. Reviewing departments may make a written report to the Administrator. The 
report shall state whether the preparations described in the application, if carried 
out, would be sufficient to protect the community and the persons attending the 
temporary outdoor event from health dangers, public safety and traffic control 
hazards, and to avoid violations of V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code, Chapter 
341. 

Section 13.07 Conditions for Permit 

A. The following conditions and restrictions shall apply to all temporary outdoor 
events: 

1. Temporary outdoor sale or distribution of merchandise, goods or food and 
beverage shall only be conducted by the existing occupants of existing 
businesses on the property where the sales will be held. The merchandise, 
goods or food and beverage sold or distributed shall be limited to those 
items sold or distributed in the ordinary course of business at the location 
for which a Certificate of Occupancy has been issued. 
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2. The Administrator may impose restrictions on any activity that appears 
likely to create a risk of unreasonable harm to the public including the 
following: fires; fireworks; amplified sound; the use of alcoholic 
beverages; dancing; sports; the use of animals, equipment or vehicles; the 
number of persons to be present; or the location of any bandstand, 
platform, tent or stage. 

3. If an event takes place on public property, including street right-of-way, 
the applicant shall carry a minimum of $500,000 per occurrence in 
commercial general liability insurance naming the City of Arlington, their 
officers, agents, and employees as additional insured for claims occurring 
in City rights-of-way. The applicant shall also pay a reasonable deposit of 
Security or provide a bond for the repair of any damage to City of 
Arlington property, the cost of cleanup, or both when so determined by the 
City. 

4. The applicant shall furnish additional sanitary and refuse facilities that 
might be reasonably necessary based on the use or activity for which the 
permit is being sought. 

5. Any tents, booths, tables, stages, bandstands, platforms or other temporary 
structures must be set back from the street curb by a minimum of twenty 
(20) feet, and must be within fifty (50) feet of the business front facade. 

6. The number of temporary outdoor events that can be held by one applicant 
is limited to eighteen (18) per calendar year. The Administrator may allow 
an applicant to host additional temporary outdoor events if the event 
complies with this Article and does not jeopardize the health, safety, and 
welfare of the public. 

B. In addition to the requirements in Subsection (A) above, the following conditions 
and restrictions shall apply to all seasonal temporary outdoor events: 

I. The duration of the permit shall be for a period not exceeding forty ( 40) 
days prior to the event and two days after the event. 

2. Tents, booths, tables, stages, bandstands, platforms or other temporary 
structures shall not be erected in any easements, fire lanes or required 
parking spaces. 

C. In addition to the requirements in Subsection (A) above, the following conditions 
and restrictions shall apply to all non-seasonal temporary outdoor events: 

I. The duration of the permit shall be limited to seventy-two (72) consecutive 
hours. 
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2. Tents, booths, tables, stages, bandstands, platforms or other temporary 
structures shall not be erected in any easements, fire lanes or required 
parking spaces. 

Section 13.08 Denial of Permit; Grounds; Revocation 

A. Any application for a temporary outdoor event shall be granted to an applicant by 
the Administrator unless the Administrator finds that: 

1. False or misleading information is contained in the application or required 
information is omitted; 

2. The applicant does not have sufficient financial backing or stability to 
carry out the preparations specified in the application or to insure the 
faithful performance of his agreements; 

3. The preparations specified in the application are insufficient to protect the 
community or the persons attending the event from health dangers or to 
avoid violations ofV.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code, Chapter 341; 

4. The times and place for the temporary outdoor event create a substantial 
danger of traffic or pedestrian congestion and disruption of other lawful 
activities; 

5. The preparations specified in the application are insufficient to limit the 
number of persons in attendance at the temporary outdoor event to the 
maximum number stated in the application; 

6. The applicant does not have adequate agreements with performers to 
insure with reasonable certainty that the persons advertised to perform 
would appear; 

7. The preparations specified in the application fail to meet the requirements 
for a Certificate of Occupancy and all other requirements of the applicable 
Chapters of the Code of the City of Arlington, including but not limited to 
the provisions of the "Fire Prevention" and "Zoning" Chapters of said 
Code; 

8. The temporary outdoor event would violate any applicable federal, state, 
or municipal law; 

9. The preparations fail to meet the conditions which the Administrator has 
required pursuant to Section 13.05 above; or 

10. The proposed temporary outdoor event would conflict with another event 
regulated by this article. 
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II. The applicant has failed to pay past fees associated with an Outdoor 
Festival or temporary outdoor event. 

12. Within the previous twelve (12) months, the applicant violates a provision 
of this Article or any federal, state, or local laws and ordinances during a 
temporary outdoor event. 

B. After notice to the applicant, the Administrator or an official of the Police, Fire, or 
Environmental Health Departments may revoke the permit on a finding that the 
preparations for the temporary outdoor event will not be carried out as stated in 
the application or the conditions imposed by the permit will not be met. 

Section 13.09 Permit Denial or Revocation Hearing 

A. Every denial or revocation of a permit under this Article shall be in writing and 
shall state the reason for such action. Said notice shall immediately be sent to the 
applicant/permittee by certified mail, or shall be personally delivered to such 
person. 

B. Any applicant/permittee may, within ten (10) business days after the date of the 
notice provided for in Subsection (A) above, submit to the Administrator a written 
request for a hearing to show cause as to why the permit should be granted or 
should not be revoked, as the case may be. Such request shall not stay the denial 
or revocation. A hearing shall be scheduled within ten (1 0) business days of such 
request and notice of the hearing shall be given to all affected parties. 

C. Following the hearing, the Administrator shall render a written decision granting 
or denying the application, or reinstating or revoking the permit, as the case may 
be. 

D. An appeal of the Administrator's decision in Subsection (C) above may be made 
in writing to the Appeal Officer within ten ( 1 0) business days of the date of said 
decision. A hearing shall be set within ten ( 1 0) business days of receipt of the 
request for appeal and notice of the hearing shall be given to all affected parties. 

E. Any decision of the Administrator under Subsection (C) above which is not 
appealed shall be final. Any person, firm or corporation aggrieved by a decision 
of the Appeal Officer may present to a court of record a petition, duly verified, 
setting forth that such decision is illegal in whole or in part, and specifying the 
grounds of the illegality. Unless such petition is filed with said court within ten 
(I 0) business days of the decision of the Appeal Officer, the decision shall 
become final. 
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Section 13.10 Permit Posting 

Permits required by this Article shall be publicly posted in the area where the 
activity is conducted or produced. and shall be exhibited upon demand to any law 
enforcement officer or City ordinance enforcement official. The posted permit shall have 
emergency contact information for the person(s) responsible for the operation of the 
temporary outdoor event. 

Section 13.11 Exception 

The provisions of this Article shall not apply if the location of the temporary 
outdoor event is either (a) one for which a Certificate of Occupancy has already been 
granted and/or a final inspection, as applicable, has already occurred if the event is held in 
an individual dwelling unit; or (b) a major sports complex, as defined in the "Zoning" 
Chapter of the Code of the City of Arlington or a (c) City Park as defined by the Parks 
Chapter of the Code of the City of Arlington. 

2. 

Any person, firm, corporation, agent or employee thereof who violates any of the 
provisions of this ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 
shall be fined an amount not to exceed Two Thousand Dollars and No Cents ($2,000.00) 
for each offense. Each day that a violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a separate 
offense. 

3. 

This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be cumulative of all other 
ordinances of the City of Arlington, and this ordinance shall not operate to repeal or affect 
any of such other ordinances except insofar as the provisions thereof might be 
inconsistent or in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance, in which event such 
con~icting provisions, if any, in such other ordinance or ordinances are hereby repealed. 

4. 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is for any 
reason held to be unconstitutional, such holding shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this ordinance. 

5. 

All of the regulations provided in this ordinance are hereby declared to be 
governmental and for the health, safety and welfare of the general public. Any member 
of the City Council or any City official or employee charged with the enforcement of this 
ordinance, acting for the City of Arlington in the discharge of his/her duties, shall not 
thereby render himself/herself personally liable; and he/she is hereby relieved from all 
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personal liability for any damage that might accrue to persons or property as a result of 
any act required or permitted in the discharge of his/her said duties. 

6. 

Any violation of this ordinance can be enjoined by a suit filed in the name of the 
City of Arlington in a court of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in addition 
to any penal provision in this ordinance or in the Code of the City of Arlington. 

7. 

The caption and penalty clause of this ordinance shall be published in a newspaper 
of general circulation in the City of Arlington, Texas, in compliance with the provisions 
of Article VII, Section 15, of the City Charter. Further, this ordinance may be published 
in pamphlet form and shall be admissible in such fonn in any court, as provided by law. 

8. 

This ordinance shall become effective upon second publication. 

PRESENTED AND GIVEN FIRST READING on the 14th day of December, 
2010, at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Arlington, Texas; and 
GIVEN SECOND READING, passed and approved on the 4th day of January, 201 I, by a 
vote of 9 ayes and 0 nays at a regular meeting of the City Council of the C" of 
Arlington, Texas. 

ATTEST: 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
JAY DOEGEY, City Attorney 

BY 
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Ordinance No. 11-019 

An ordinance amending the "Construction" Chapter of 
the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 1987, through 
the amendment of Article I, Building Code, Section 
1.04, Amendments, Additions and Deletions, by the 
amendment of Subsection (D)(3), relative to adding the 
definition of "Reclaimed Water"; providing for a fine of 
up to $2,000 for each offense in violation of the 
ordinance; providing this ordinance be cumulative; 
providing for severability, governmental immunity, 
injunctions, and publication; and becoming effective 
thirty days after final adoption of the ordinance at the 
second reading on March 22,2011 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARLINGTON, 
TEXAS: 

1. 

That the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 
1987, is hereby amended through the amendment of Article I, Building Code, Section 
1.04, Amendments, Additions and Deletions, by the amendment of Subsection (D)(3), so 
that hereafter said subsection shall read as follows: 

(3) The amendment ofi.R.C. Section R202, entitled Definitions., to revise the 
definition of ''Townhouse" and add the definitions of "Naturally Durable 
Wood" and "Reclaimed Water" to read as follows: 

TOWNHOUSE. A single-family dwelling unit constructed in a group of 
attached units separated by property lines in which each unit extends from 
foundation to roof and with open space on at least two sides. 

NATURALLY DURABLE WOOD, The heartwood of the following 
species with the exception that an occasional piece with corner sapwood is 
permitted if 90 percent or more of the width of each side on which it 
occurs is heartwood. 

Decay resistant. Redwood, cedars, black locust and black walnut. 

Termite resistant. Redwood and Eastern red cedar. 

RECLAIMED WATER. Wastewater, collected and treated at a 
wastewater treatment plant, which has been treated to a quality that meets 
or exceeds the requirements of the Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality's Chapter 210 authorization to the City. 



2. 

Any person, finn, corporation, agent or employee thereof who violates any of the 
provisions of this ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 
shall be fined an amount not to exceed Two Thousand and No/100 Dollars ($2,000) for 
each offense. Each day that a violation is pennitted to exist shall constitute a separate 
offense. 

3. 

This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be cumulative of all other 
ordinances of the City of Arlington; and this ordinance shall not operate to repeal or 
affect any of such other ordinances except insofar as the provisions thereof might be 
inconsistent or in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance, in which event such 
conflicting provisions, if any, in such other ordinance or ordinances are hereby repealed. 

4. 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is for any 
reason held to be unconstitutional, such holding shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this ordinance. 

5. 

All of the regulations provided in this ordinance are hereby declared to be 
governmental and for the health, safety and welfare of the general public. Any member 
of the City Council or any City official or employee charged with the enforcement of this 
ordinance, acting for the City of Arlington in the discharge of his/her duties, shall not 
thereby render himself/herself personally liable; and he/she is hereby relieved from all 
personal liability for any damage that might accrue to persons or property as a result of 
any act required or permitted in the discharge of his/her said duties. 

6. 

Any violation of this ordinance can be enjoined by a suit filed in the name of the 
City of Arlington in a court of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in 
addition to any penal provision in this ordinance or in the Code of the City of Arlington. 

7. 

The caption and penalty clause of this ordinance shall be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the City of Arlington, Texas, in compliance with the 
provisions of Article VII, Section 15, of the City Charter. Further, this ordinance may be 
published in pamphlet form and shall be admissible in such form in any court, as 
provided by law. 
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8. 

Section 214.218 of the Texas Local Government Code requires that adoption of 
an ordinance or national model code provision that is intended to govern the construction, 
renovation, use, or maintenance of buildings and building systems in the City shall have a 
delayed effective date that will delay implementing and enforcing the ordinance or code 
provision for at least 30 days after final adoption of the ordinance, to permit persons 
affected to comply with the ordinance or code provision. 

9. 

This ordinance shall become effective thirty days after final adoption of the 
ordinance at the second reading on March 22, 2011. 

PRESENTED AND GIVEN FIRST READING on the 1 s t day of 
March , 2011, at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of 

Arlington, Texas; and GIVEN SECOND READING, passed and approved on the 22nd 
day of March , 2011, by a vote of 9 ayes and 0 nays at a 
regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Arlington, Te 

ATTEST: 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
JAY DOEGEY, City Attorney 

~~~ BY __________________ _ 

(3) 



Ordinance No. 11 -04 3 

An ordinance amending the ••Construction" Chapter of 
the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 1987, through 
the addition of a new Article XIX, Construction on 
Lake Arlington, and the renumbering of the remaining 
Article; providing for a fine of up to $500 for each 
offense in violation of the ordinance; providing that this 
ordinance be cumulative, providing for severability, 
governmental immunity, injunctions, publication and 
becoming effective on September 1, 2011 

' BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARLINGTON, 
TEXAS: 

I. 

That the "'Construction" Chapter of the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 
1987, is hereby amended through the addition of a new Article XIX, Construction on 
Lake Arlington, and the renumbering of the remaining Article, so that hereafter said 
Article XIX shall read as follows: 

ARTICLE XIX 

CONSTRUCTION ON LAKE ARLINGTON 

Section 19.01 Definitions 

"Boathouse" means any unenclosed covered structure or attached appurtenance which is 
used for the temporary or permanent storage of watercraft or personal property on or over 
the water. 

"Earthwork" means the disturbance of soils associated with filling, clearing, grading or 
excavation. 

"Facilities" mean any building, boathouse, pier or other structure or any combination of 
structures. 

"Lake Arlington" means all of the waters within the Lake Arlington reservoir area that are 
located within the corporate limits ofthe City of Arlington. 

"Lake Arlington Flowage Easement or Flowage Easement" .shall have the meaning 
assigned by the Lake Arlington Chapter. 

"Lake Arlington Reservoir Area or Reservoir Area" shall have the meaning assigned by 
the Lake Arlington Chapter. 



"License agreement" shall have the meaning as assigned by the Lake Arlington Chapter. 

"Person" means any natural person, association of persons, partnership, corporation, agent 
or officer, or other entity. 

"Pier" means any pier, wharf, boat dock, gangway, or other platform or structure in or 
adjoining the water to which vessels may be moored, by which they may be boarded, or on 
which persons may walk or sit. 

"Shoreline" means the edge of the water as established by the 550 foot elevation. 

''Shoreline Restoration" shall have the meaning as assigned by the Lake Arlington 
Chapter. 

"Walkways and bridges" means the constructed pedestrian facilities for the purpose of 
connecting piers and boathouses to the property. Walkways and bridges are located 
above the 550 feet elevation. 

Section 19.02 Permits Required 

No person shall erect, construct, enlarge, alter, repair, remove, convert or 
demolish any retaining wall, walkway, boathouse, or pier; or to excavate, grade, or fill 
property or cause the same to be done on any property located within the Lake Arlington 
Flowage Easement or in the Lake Arlington Reservoir Area without first obtaining a 
permit in accordance with Article IV of this Chapter. No person shall erect, construct or 
convert any retaining wall, walkway, boathouse, or pier; or to excavate, grade, or fill 
property or cause the same to be done on any property located within the Lake Arlington 
Reservoir Area except for structure support poles, piers, anchors or rip rap for slope 
stabilization. The building official may only issue a pennit upon finding that the proposed 
work complies with the construction standards in this Article and with the building codes 
as may be applicable. The building official may not issue a pennit for any work proposed 
for new or existing boathouses or piers or other structures unless there is a current annual 
license agreement approved by the Lake Ordinance Administrator as required in the Lake 
Arlington Chapter. 

Contractors perfonning work in or on the Lake Arlington Reservoir Area must 
have on file Contractor's Public Liability Insurance with a combined single limit of not less 
than Five Hundred Thousand and No/100 Dollars ($500,000.00) per occurrence, with an 
aggregate of not less than Five Hundred Thousand and No/100 Dollars ($500,000.00). 
The Registrant shall make the City of Arlington a Certificate Holder and present proof of 
insurance at the time of registration and all subsequent renewals. Notice of policy 
cancellations or failure to renew coverage shall be cause for revocation of registration, 
denial of inspections or cancellation of pennits. 
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In the event provisions in this article conflict with any other provisions in the City 
Code, the stricter of the two requirements shall take precedent. 

Section 19.03 Earthwork 

A Prior to performing any earthwork within the Lake Arlington Reservoir Area or 
Flowage Easement, a site plan must be submitted for review and accepted. 
Permanent structures proposed with the site plan, such as retaining walls, 
boathouses or piers require a construction permit in accordance with Article IV of 
this Chapter. 

B. The following items shall be included with the site plan submittal: 

1. Description of the work. 

2. Plan prepared by a licensed Professional Engineer showing existing and 
proposed grades (topography), easements and structures where applicable. 
Existing topography shall be verified by a Registered Public Land 
Surveyor. 

3. Cross-section(s) of any proposed excavation or fill at intervals sufficient to 
determine the volume of earth to be placed within or removed from the 
Flowage Easement. 

4. Earthwork calculations demonstrating the volume of fill to be placed within 
the Flowage Easement and/or Lake Arlington. 

5. Copy of 404 permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, as necessary. 

C. Plans which show that the work has been completed as originally intended on the 
approved site plan (Record Drawings) must be provided and accepted upon 
completion of earthwork activities. The record drawing must include a verification 
statement or seal prepared by a Registered Public Land Surveyor. 

Section 19.04 Design and Construction Requirements for Retaining Walls 

A. Engineering design requirements. 

1. All retaining wall plans must be designed and sealed by a licensed 
professional engineer. 

2. If any part of the retaining wall is located at or below 560 feet above mean 
seal level, then the design and construction of the entire retaining wall must 
comply with this Article. 
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3. The height of a retaining wall is measured from the bottom of the footing 
or foundation to the top ofthe wall. 

4. Retaining walls shall be constructed in stepped or terraced design. The 
maximum exposed height for a retaining wall that is located closest to the 
water's edge shall be no more than six (6) feet. Subsequent terraced 
retaining walls shall be no more than four ( 4) feet in height. 

EXCEPTION. If physical limitations on the site or structural engineering 
conditions make terracing technically unfeasible. In any case the maximum 
height of any retaining wall or retaining wall segment is six (6) feet. 

' 
5. When walls are terraced, the upper wall shall be separated from the lower 

wall by a minimum offive (5') feet measured horizontally. 

6. A bio-retention planting strip is required in the areas between terraced 
retaining walls and behind the top of the upper retaining wall. The planting 
strip shall be a minimum five feet (5') from the back and top of the 
retaining wall for the entire width of the retaining wall. The hie-retention 
planting strip shall be planted with deep rooted native or adapted grasses, 
ground cover and /or shrubs. Approved Lake Arlington Planting Materials 
are listed in the Lake Arlington Chapter and below. 

Table 19A- Approved Lake Arlington Planting Materials 
Buffalo Grass Bouteloua dactyloidcs i grass 
Indian Paintbrush Castilleja indivisa I grass 
Plains coreopsis Coreopsis lanceolata i grass 
Lindheimer's 
Muhly Muhlenberg!a lindheimeri I grass 

Indian Blanket Gaillardia pulchella ! grass 
Annual Phlox Phlox drummondii I grass 
Island Sea Oats Chasmanthium latifolium tall grass 
Purple Cone 
Flower Echinacea pallida tall grass 
Black-eyed Susan Rudbekia hirta tall grass 

ground 
Maidenhair Fern Adiantum ~illus-veneris cover 

ground 
Frogfruit Ph;rla nodiflora cover 

ground 
Spiderwort Tradescantia Sf:JV. cover 
Wax M_yrtle ~yri~a cerifera shmb 
Dwarf Palmetto Sabal minor shmb 

Malvaviscus arboreus var. 
Turk's Cap drumrnondii shmb 
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B. Retaining wall materials. 

I. The following materials are approved for the construction or veneer of 
retaining walls: 

a. Interlocking masonry, stone, or brick; 

b. Poured decorative concrete; and 

c. Aesthetic sheet piling designed specifically for shoreline retaining 
walls. 

2. Rock gabion or rock rip-rap is required at the exposed foot of the lowest 
retaining wall and may only extend one foot above and below the foot of 
the wall. Rock or rip-rap shall consist of rocks ranging in sizes from eight 
inches in diameter to twelve inches in diameter and must be installed over a 
non-woven structural fabric. 

3. The following materials are expressly prolubited for the construction or 
veneer of retaining walls: 

a. concrete bags; 

b. plain concrete 

c. reclaimed or broken concrete; 

d. commercial sheet piles; 

e. other metal; or 

( wood. 

Section 19.05 Design and Construction Requirements for Piers and Boathouses 

A. All piers and boathouse in Lake Arlington shall be considered accessory structures. 
A primary structure must be present on the lot to which a pier, boathouse and/or 
walkway is erected or constructed. 

B. All piers and boathouses must be designed and sealed by a licensed professional 
engineer. The following specific criteria must be incorporated in the engineer's 
design and be included on the construction documents: 

1. AU piers and/or boathouses shall be designed to withstand the loads as 
specified in the Building Code, 
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2. All piers and/or boathouses shall be designed to withstand a minimum of 
four foot high wave action and the design wind load simultaneously; 

3. Designs shall include the impacts of wind and wave action effects of boats 
attached to the pier and/or boathouse. 

4. Floating piers and boathouses shall be designed with anchorage footing and 
piers to remain in place to prevent the structure from floating or rising 
above the 560' elevation; 

5. Cables and chains used in anchoring systems shall be designed with a 
minimum working load safety factor of3.0 for cables and 2.0 for chains; 

6. Flotation devices for boathouses, walkways and bridges shall be designed 
and/or manufactured to support the dead load and live load as a fixed 
structure. 

C. Building zone width. The building zone width is detennined by the extension of 
the side property lines of a lot into the lake less the required minimum side setback. 
Minimum side setbacks for piers and boathouses from the extended side property 
lines are as set forth in Table 19B- Buildable ZDne Width See Figure !9A­
Buildable Zone Width for illustration purposes. 

Table 19B- Buildable Zone Width 
LOT WIDTH MIN SIDE SET BACK 

Less than 50 feet 5 feet 
50 feet to 69 feet 10 feet 
70 feet to 99 feet IS feet 
100 feet or more 20 feet 
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Figure l9A- Buildable Zone Width Illustration 

D. Maximum structure area. The maximum horizontal area of structures incidental to 
a single property (piers and/or boathouses) is 1,000 square feet. 

EXCEPTION: For property owners that remove existing retaining walls and 
provide shoreline restoration; or, for property owners that elect to preserve 
existing natural shoreline areas, the maximum area of structures may be 1,250 
square feet. Shoreline Restoration and Preservation projects must comply with the 
Lake Arlington Chapter. 

E. Maximum length into the Lake. Piers and/or boathouses shall not extend into the 
lake more than 1 00 feet from the shoreline. 
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EXCEPTIONS: 

1. If the elevation of the Lake bottom at the 100 foot limit is higher than 545 
feet above mean sea level then the dock may extend to the point where the 
Lake bottom is 545 feet above mean sea level to a maximum length of 150 
feet as measured from the shoreline regardless of Lake Bottom elevation. 
This exception may not apply in narrow areas of the reservoir. 

2. In narrow areas ofthe reservoir (See figure 19B- Map ofNarrow Areas), 
no structure shall occupy more than one third (1/3) of the channel width 
and in no case shall a structure extend out into the reservoir to a point that 
is more than 20 feet from the r;enterline of the channel. For the purposes of 
this provision, the channel width is measured from water's edge at the 
normal lake elevation of 548 feet mean sea level. See Figure 19C -
Narrow Channel Illustration. 

3. For property owners that remove existing retaining walls to undergo a 
shoreline restoration effort; or, for property owners that elect to preserve 
existing natural shoreline areas the maximum length of a pier may be 
extended to 125 feet. This exception may not apply in narrow areas of the 
reservoir. 
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Figure 19B -Map ofNarrow Areas 

(9) 



+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ + 
+ + 

+ + 
+ 

X 

,f- X/3 f X/3 + X/3 -f 

Figure 19C- Narrow Channel Illustration 

F. All piers and boathouses shall have lights in accordance with this subsection. These 
requirements apply to any piers and boathouses that extend into the Lake more 
than eight feet from a shoreline measured perpendicular to the shoreline. 

1. Piers and boathouses must be continuously lighted with amber lights 
between sunset and sunrise each day. 

2. Piers and boathouses must have at least one light station. Except as 
otherwise provided in this subsection, the light station must be located on 
the end of the pier and/or boathouse and on the side that is farthest from 
and parallel to the shoreline. The light must be visible to a properly 
approaclring watercraft. 
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3. A pier or boathouse that extend thirty feet or more from the shoreline must 
have at least one light station on each side of the pier and/or boathouse not 
facing the shoreline. 

4. A pier or boathouse that extends fifty feet or more from the shoreline must 
have light stations from the shoreline to the end of the pier and /or 
boathouse at intervals of not more than twenty five feet except that a light 
station may not be located within eight feet of the shoreline. 

5. Each light station required by this subsection must have a two-bulb fixture 
with two working light bulbs,.between 7.5 and 25 watts. Light bulbs or 
covers must be amber and white light shall not radiate from the fixture. 
Light stations must be controlled by only a photoelectric cell to insure dusk 
to dawn continuous operation. 

6. All electrical wiring on any pier and/or boathouse shall be in accordance 
with the City of Arlington electrical code for marine applications. 

7. Other lights installed that are not required by this subsection may only cast 
light down and shall not cast light outward from the pier. 

8. Any pier and/or boathouse that require lights under this subsection shall 
provide temporary lighting during construction and until the pennanent 
lighting is installed. 

G. Address. Each pier and/or boathouse shall have an address placard stating the 
street address and the street name of the primary residence associated with the 
structure. The address placard shall be clearly legible from the lake side of the 
structure. The lettering shall be a minimum of 6-inch high and be made of 
reflective material so that the address can be read at night. Placards shall be made 
of cast aluminum and be rectangular in shape. 

H. Toilet. Toilet facilities of any type are prohibited on any boathouse or pier. 

I. Water. The installation of a potable water line shall comply with the plumbing 
code. 

J. Electrical. The installation of any electrical components shall comply with the 
electrical code. 

K. Specific design requirements for boathouses. 

1. Single Story. All boathouses are limited to a single story (lower deck) and 
a sundeck (upper deck) or roof. 
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2. Height. The maximum height of any boathouse is thirteen feet as measured 
vertically from the pier walking surface to the top plate line. 

3. Pitch. The maximum pitch for any sloped roofis 3:12. 

4. Roofs. Flat roofs shall have a minimum roof pitch of 1/2:12. The upper 
flat roof may be constructed for use as a sundeck. When the upper deck is 
utilized as a sundeck, the following regulations apply: 

a. The sundeck may not have a permanent roof or covering. 

b. The sundeck is accessiple by stairway and handrails constructed in 
accordance with the building code. 

c. The sundeck area is protected with a surrounding guardrail 
constructed in accordance with the building code. 

d. Except for the required guardrails, no other vertical construction is 
permitted on the upper deck. 

5. Enclosed boathouses are prohibited. Solid sides on the boathouse are 
permitted at a maximum of two feet downward from the top plate. No 
additional materials (i.e. lattice, fencing, bars, screen fabric, doors, glass, 
etc.) may be installed below the two foot sidewalls. 

6. A single enclosed storage area is pennitted only on the lower deck of a 
boatOOuse. The enclosed storage area may only be used for the purpose of 
storing items such as fishing tackle, skis and life jackets. Products 
considered hazardous material or any material which has a warning label 
prolubiting its use or storage near water and/or public water supplies is 
prolubited. The maximum area allowed for the enclosed storage shall be 32 
square feet. 

L. Design criteria fur piers and/or boathouses. 

1. The use of wood piles is prohibited; 

2. Metal piles shall be a minimum of three inches inside diameter schedule 40 
pipe. Such piles shall be driven to a by a pile hannner to a point of 
resistance. Such piles shall be driven in pairs, one on either side of the 
structure and braced. Such piles shall be spaced a maximum of twelve feet 
center to center. 

3. Flotation structures shall be anchored with solid units that will provide the 
following anchorage: 
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a. All anchors shall be of masonry, concrete, or steel and shall be 
securely fastened to the pier or boathouse by cable, chain, or other 
approved methods. 

b. AU piers and boathouses shall be anchored to the shore line. 

c. Piers less than fifty feet in length shall be anchored on each comer 
designed to support one-fourth of the total dead load plus one­
eighth the total live load. 

d. Piers fifty feet or more in length shall also be anchored at the 
midpoint of the pier. :· 

4. Required Water Proofing: All wood below one foot above Flowage 
Easement elevation (560') shall be approved pressure-preservative-treated 
wood as defined in the building code. All metal, including bolts, lag bolts, 
and fasteners, shall be galvanized or factory painted and listed for 
immersion in water. Creosote treated wood is prohibited. 

5. Floating structures and flotation. Flotation material shall be extruded 
polystyrene, expanded polystyrene, or a copolymer of polyethylene and 
polystyrene and have the following characteristics: 

a. A minimum density of 0.9 pounds per cubic foot and be of 
consistent quality throughout the float. 

b. Beads shall be finnly fused together with no voids inside the 
encasement. 

c. Flotation material shall have a water absorption rate ofless than 3.0 
pounds per cubic foot over seven days when tested by the Hunt 
Absorption Test. 

d. All flotation material shall be encased in solid polyethylene or a 
polyurethane type coating, both of which sha11 be watertight and 
have a nominal thickness of 0.125 inches. 

e. Drums made of plastic or metal, whether new or recycled, are 
prohibited from use as an encasement or float. 

f All floats shall be warranted for a minimum of fifteen (15) years 
against sinking, becoming waterlogged, cracking, peeling, 
fragmenting, or losing beads, and shall not be prone to damage by 
animals. 
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M. Shoreline Restoration and Preservation. Shoreline Restoration and Preservation 
shall be conducted as provided for in the Lake Arlington Chapter. 

2. 

Any person, finn, corporation, agent or employee thereof who violates any of the 
provisions of this ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 
shall be fined an amount not to exceed Five Hundred and Noll 00 Dollars ($500) for each 
offense. Each day that a violation is pennitted to exist shall constitute a separate offense. 

3. 

This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be cumulative of all other 
ordinances of the City of Arlington; and this ordinance shall not operate to repeal or affect 
any of such other ordinances except insofar as the provisions thereof might be inconsistent 
or in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance, in which event such conflicting 
provisions, if any, in such other ordinance or ordinances are hereby repealed. 

4. 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is for any 
reason held to be unconstitutional, such holding shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this ordinance. 

5. 

All of the regulations provided 1n this ordinance are hereby declared to be 
governmental and fur the health, safety and welfare of the general public. Any member of 
the City Council or any City official or employee charged with the enforcement of this 
ordinance, acting for the City of Arlington in the discharge of his/her duties, shall not 
thereby render himself/herself personally liable; and he/she is hereby relieved from all 
personal liability for any damage that might accrue to persons or property as a result of 
any act required or permitted in the discharge of his/her said duties. 

6. 

Any violation of this ordinance can be enjoined by a suit filed in the name of the 
City of Arlington in a court of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in addition 
to any penal provision in this ordinance or in the Code of the City of Arlington. 

7. 

The caption and penalty clause of this ordinance shall be published in a newspaper 
of general circulation in the City of Arlington, Texas, in compliance with the provisions of 
Article VII, Section 15, of the City Charter. Further, this ordinance may be published in 
pamphlet fonn and shall be admissible in such fonn in any court, as provided by law. 
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8. 

This ordinance shall become effective on September 1, 2011. 

PRESENTED AND GIVEN FIRST READING on the 2nd day of 
August , 2011, at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of 

Arlington, Texas; and GIVEN SECOND READING, passed and approved on the 16th 
day of August , 2011, by a vote of a ayes and nays at a 
regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Arlington, Tex 

ATTEST: 

MARY 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
JAY DOEGEY, City Attorney 
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Ordinance No. 1 2 - 011 

An ordinance amending the "Construction" Chapter of 
the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 1987, through 
the amendment of Article XIX, Construction on Lake 
Arlington, by the addition of Section 19.02.01, Work 
Within Lake Arlington or the Flowage Easement, and 
Section 19.02.02, Appeals to Requirements of Section 
19.02.01, relative to conforming to the Lake Arlington 
Master Plan; and by the amendment of Section 19.05, 
Design and Construction Requirements for Piers and 
Boathouses, Subsections (B)(4) and (L)(4) , relative to 
the 100 year flood elevation; providing for a fine of up 
to $2,000 for each offense in violation of the ordinance; 
providing this ordinance be cumulative; providing for 
severability, governmental immunity, injunctions, and 
publication; and becoming effective ten days after first 
publication 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARLINGTON, 
TEXAS: 

1. 

That the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 
1987, is hereby amended through the amendment of Article XIX, Construction on Lake 
Arlington, by the addition of Section 19.02.01, Work Within Lake Arlington or the 
Flowage Easement, and Section 19.02.02, Appeals to Requirements of Section 19.02.01, 
so that hereafter said sections shall read as follows: 

Section 19.02.01 Work Within Lake Arlington or the Flowage Easement 

When an existing structure within Lake Arlington or the Flowage Easement is to 
be replaced, repaired, or extended, the existing structure must comply or be brought into 
compliance with this Article when any of the following apply: 

A. The work affects more than fifty percent (50%) of the length of a retaining wall, 
or 

B. The work affects more than fifty percent (50%) of the floor area of the dock/pier, 
or 

C. The work affects more than fifty percent (50%) of the area of a sundeck, or 

D. The work affects more than fifty percent (50%) of the area of the roof structure. 



EXCEPTION. If the cost of such replacement, repair, or extension does not 
exceed 50% of the reasonable value of the existing structure, only the portion of 
the structure replaced, repaired, or extended must conform to the provisions of the 
ordinance. The applicant has the burden of proof to establish the reasonable value 
of the existing structure and the cost of the requested replacement, repair, or 
extension. 

Section 19.02.02 Appeals to Requirements of Section 19.02.01 

The owner of the premises, or an authorized agent, who seeks to erect or alter a 
building or structure within Lake Arlington or the Flowage Easement may appeal from a 
decision of the Building Official specifically regarding Section 19.02.01 to the Director 
of Water Utilities through the Building Official. 

A. The notice of appeal shall be filed within thirty (30) days after the Building 
Official renders a decision: provided, however, that said Building Official may 
limit the time for appeal to a shorter period in cases involving buildings or 
structures that are, in the Building Official's opinion, unsafe or dangerous. 

B. Initiating work, progressing with that portion of work which is the particular issue 
on appeal, or progressing with work which would cover the matter on appeal, 
shall void such appeal. 

C. The Director of Water Utilities, when appealed to, shall conduct a hearing within 
a reasonable time and no earlier than ten (10) days after sending written notice of 
the time, location, and purpose of such hearing to the applicant. After such 
hearing, the Director of Water Utilities may vary the application of any provision 
of Section 19.02.01 to any particular case when, in its opinion, the enforcement 
thereof would do manifest injustice and would be contrary to the spirit and 
purpose of Section 19.02.01 or the public interest, or when, in its opinion, the 
interpretation of the Building Official should be modified or reversed for any 
other reason. A decision of the Director of Water Utilities to vary the application 
of any provision of Section 19.02.01 or to modify an order of the Building 
Official shall specify in what manner such variation or modification is made, the 
conditions upon which it is made and the reasons therefore. The decision shall be 
in writing. The decision shall be promptly filed in the office of the Building 
Official and shall be open to the public for inspection. A true and correct copy of 
the decision shall promptly be sent by mail or otherwise to the appellant and a 
copy shall be publicly posted in the office of the Building Official for two (2) 
weeks after the filing thereof. 

D. The decision of the Director of Water Utilities shall be final, subject, however, to 
such remedy as any aggrieved party might have at law or in equity. Any person, 
firm or corporation aggrieved by any decision of the Director of Water Utilities 
may present to a court of record a petition, duly verified, setting forth that such 
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decision is illegal in whole or in part, and specifying the grounds of the illegality. 
Unless such petition (appeal) shall be presented to the court within ten (10) days 
of the decision of the Director of Water Utilities is mailed or otherwise provided 
to appellant, the decision of the Director of Water Utilities shall become final. 

E. If a decision of the Director of Water Utilities reverses or modifies any decision 
of the Building Official or varies the application of any provision of Section 
19.02.01, the Building Official shall immediately take action in accordance with 
such decision. 

Further, Article XIX, Section 19.05, Design and Construction Requirements for 
Piers and Boathouses, Subsection (B)(4), is hereby amended so that said subsection shall 
be and read as follows: 

4. Floating piers and boathouses shall be designed with anchorage footing 
and piers to remain in place to prevent the structure from floating or rising 
above the 100-year flood elevation; 

Further, Article XIX, Section 19.05, Subsection (L)(4), is hereby amended so 
that said subsection shall be and read as follows: 

4. Required Water Proofing: All wood below the 100-year flood elevation 
shall be approved pressure-preservative-treated wood as defined in the 
building code. All metal, including bolts, lag bolts, and fasteners, shall be 
galvanized or factory painted and listed for immersion in water. Creosote 
treated wood is prohibited. 

2. 

Any person, firm, corporation, agent or employee thereof who violates any of the 
provisions of this ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 
shall be fined an amount not to exceed Two Thousand and No/lOO Dollars ($2,000) for 
each offense. Each day that a violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a separate 
offense. 

3. 

This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be cumulative of all other 
ordinances of the City of Arlington; and this ordinance shall not operate to repeal or 
affect any of such other ordinances except insofar as the provisions thereof might be 
inconsistent or in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance, in which event such 
conflicting provisions, if any, in such other ordinance or ordinances are hereby repealed. 
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4. 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is for any 
reason held to be unconstitutional, such holding shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this ordinance. 

5. 

All of the regulations provided in this ordinance are hereby declared to be 
governmental and for the health, safety and welfare of the general public. Any member 
of the City Councilor any City official or employee charged with the enforcement of this 
ordinance, acting for the City of Arlington in the discharge of his/her duties, shall not 
thereby render himself/herself personally liable; and he/she is hereby relieved from all 
personal liability for any damage that might accrue to persons or property as a result of 
any act required or permitted in the discharge of his/her said duties. 

6. 

Any violation of this ordinance can be enjoined by a suit filed in the name of the 
City of Arlington in a court of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in 
addition to any penal provision in this ordinance or in the Code of the City of Arlington. 

7. 

The caption and penalty clause of this ordinance shall be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the City of Arlington, Texas, in compliance with the 
provisions of Article VII, Section 15, of the City Charter. Further, this ordinance may be 
published in pamphlet form and shall be admissible in such form in any court, as 
provided by law. 

8. 

This ordinance shall become effective ten days after first publication. 

PRESENTED AND GIVEN FIRST READING on the 20th day of 
Ma reb , 2012, at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of 

Arlington, Texas; and GIVEN SECOND READING, passed and approved on the 3rd 
day of Apr iI , 2012, by a vote of 7 ayes and nays at a 
regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Arlington, 

R 
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ATTEST: 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
JAY DOEGEY, City Attorney 
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Ordinance No. , 2-020 

An ordinance amending the UConstruction" Chapler of 
the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, ]987, through 
the amendment of Article I, Building Code, Section 
l.02, Adoption of Code; Seclion 1.04, Amendments. 
Additions and Deletions, Subsections (8), (e), (D), and 
(E); and Section 1.05, Adoption of Appendices; through 
the amendment of Article IV, Registration. Permits and 
Inspections, Section 4.01, Registration, Subsection (F) , 
by Ihe addition of Subsections (5) - (7); Subsection 
4.0I(H); Section 4.02, Commercial Site Plan and 
Permits Required; Section 4.03, Application for Permit, 
Subsection (E); Section 4.04, Plans and Specifications, 
Subsection (B)j Section 4.05, Building Permits Issued; 
Section 4.12, Refunds, by the amendment of the first 
paragraph and Subsection (D)j Section 4.]3, 
Inspections, Subsections (A), (C), and (0); Section 4.14, 
Certificate of Occupancy; Subsections (A), (D), (C), and 
(F) j through the amendment of Article VI, 
Prefabricated or Modular 'Buildingsj relative to 
adolltion of the International Building Code, 2009 
Edition; the International Residential Code, 2009 
Edition; and tbe International Energy Conservation 
Code, 2009 Editionj through the amendment of Article 
XVI, Dangerous Buildings, Section 16.1 L, Other 
Enforcemenb Subsection (A); the deletion of Section 
16.11, Subsection (E); by the amendment of Section 
16.13, Requiring Repair. Removal, or Demolition of 
Slructure, Subseclions (B)(7)(1) and (C); relalive 10 
dangerous building violations and procedures; 
providing for a fine of up to $2,000 for each offense in 
violation of the ordinance; providing this ordinance be 
cumulative; providing for severability, governmental 
immunity, injunctions, and publication; and becoming 
effective on May 24,2012 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARLINGTON, 
TEXAS: 

l. 

That the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the City of Arl ington, Texas, 
1987, is hereby amended through the amendment of Article I, Building Code. Section 
l.02, Adoption of Code, so that hereafter said sect ion shall read a .. follows: 



Section 1.02 Adoption of Code 

The International Building Code, 2009 Ed ition (hereinafter called "LB.C."); the 
International Residentia l Code, 2009 Edition (hereinafter called "I.R.C."); and the 
International Energy Conservat ion Code, 2009 Ed ition (hereinafter called "I.E.C.C."); as 
published by the Internat ional Code Council , Inc. are hereby udopted and designated, 
together with the deletions, amendments and addenda here inafter contained, as the 
Bui lding Code of the City of Arlington. the same as though said J.8.c., I.R.C. and 
I.E.C.C. were copied at length herein. Copies of the 1.B.c., lR.C. and I.E.c.e. and its 
Appendices shall be kepI on fil e in the Office of the City Secretary. 

The adoption of the 2009 LR.C. as stated here in except thai Section R313 of the 
2003 l.R.C. , as amended and originall y adopted on August 23, 2005 by Ordinance No. 
05-068, to read as follows is maintained; 

R3 13.1 Fire sprinkler system. AJ I R3 and U occupancies are requ ired to have an 
approved fire sprillkJer system. 

EXCEYrlON; Buildings with an approved fire department access. 

Further, Article I, Section 1.04, Amendments, Additions and Deletions, 
Subsection (B) , is hereby amended so that hereafter said subsection shall read as follows: 

B. The deletion in the enti rety of the fOllow ing provisions of the I.B.C., LE.C.C., and 
1.R.c.: 

1. Section 105 1. 8.c. and RlOS I.R.C.. entitled Permits; 
2. Delete Section 107 LB.C. ent itled Submittal Documents and 106 J. R.c. 

entitled Construction Documents. 
3. Sect ion 109 1. B.C. and RI08 I.R.C. and 107 I. E.C.C, entilled Fees; 
4. Sect ion 110 1.8.c. and RI09 I.R.C., entitled Inspect ions; and 
5. Section J 11 I.B.c. and Rl10 l.R.C., entitled Certificate of Occupancy. 
6. Section 11 3 I.B.C. and RIl 2 1.R.c. and 109 I.E.C.C, entitled Board or 

Appeals; 
7. Section 11 4 J.B.c. and RI1 3 I.R.C., entitled Violations; 
8. Section 11 6 J.B.c., entitled Unsafe Structures and Equ ipment; 
9. Section 2503 J.B.c. , entitled Inspection; 
10. Chapters 34 through 43 I.R.C. 

Further, Article I, Sect jon l.04. Subsection (C), IS hereby amended so that 
hereafter said subsection shall read as follows: 

C. The amendment of the following I.B.C. provisions: 
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1. The amendment of Section 101. entitled Title., to read as follows: 

These regulat ions shall be known as the Building Code of the City of 
Arlington, Texas. hereinafter referred to as "thj s code." 

2. The amendment of the exceptions to Section 101.2, enti tled Scope., to 
read as follows: 

EXCEPTIONS: 

1. Detached one- and two-family dwellings and multiple singJe­
family dwelli ngs (townhouses) not more than three stories above 
grade plane in height with a separate means of egress and their 
accessory structures shall comply with the International 
Residential Code. 

2. Portable and/or temporary storage bui ldings not exceeding three 
hundred twenty (320) square fee t in area shaH noi be subject to the 
provIsions of this Building Code for foundations and framing 
provided: 

(a) The building shall not be intended or used for human occupancy; 

(b) No plumbing and/or mechanical improvements shall be permitted 
and any electrical improvements are supervised by permits and 
work shall be insta lled in full compliance with the appropriate 
Chapter of the Code of the City of Arlington for such work; and 

(c) A permil for such building shall have been obtained from the 
Building Official. 

3. The amendment of Section lOlA, entitled Referenced Codes., to read as 
fo llows: 

101.4 Referenced Codes. The other codes li sted in Sections 101.4.1 
through 10104.7 and referenced elsewhere in this code, when specifically 
adopted, shall be considered part of the requirements of this code to the 
prescribed extent of each such reference. Whenever amendments have 
been adopted to the referenced codes and standards, each reference to said 
code and standard shaH be considered to reference the amendments as 
well. Any reference to NFPA 70 or the ICC Electrical Code shall mean 
the Electrical Code as adopted. 

4. The add it-ion of Section 10104.7, entitled Electrical., to read as follows: 
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101.4.7 Electrical. The provisions of the Electrical Code shall apply to 
the installat ion of electrica l systems, including alterations, repairs, 
replacement , equipment, appliances, fixtures, fillings and appurtenances 
thereto. 

S. The amendment o f Section 103. 1, entitl ed Creat ion of Enforcement 
Agency. , to read as follows: 

103.1 Creation of enforcement agency. 
Division is hereby crea ted and the official 
known as the Building Official. 

The Building Inspect ions 
in charge thereof shall be 

6. The amendment of Section 104.6, entitJed Right of Entry., 10 read as 
fol lows: 

Where il is necessary to make an inspection to enforce any of the 
provisions of this Building Code, or whenever the Building Official or an 
au thorized representative has reasonable cause to believe that there ex ists 
in any building or upon any premises any condition or violat ion which 
makes such building or premises unsafe, dangerous or hazardous, the 
Building Official or an authorized representative may enter such building 
or premises at all reasonable limes to inspect the same or to perform any 
duty imposed upon sa id Building Offic ial by this Building Code. If such 
bui lding or premises be occupied, the Building Official shall f irst present 
proper credentials and request entry. [f such building or premises be 
unoccupied, the Building Offic ial shall first make a reasonable effort to 
locate the owner or other person having charge or control of the bu ilding 
or premises and request en try. If such entry is refused, or, if no owner or 
other person having charge or control of the building or premises can be 
located, the Building Official or an authorized representative shall have 
recourse to every remedy provided by law to secure entry. 

7. The add ition of Section 104.12, entitled Occupancy Violations. , 10 read as 
fo llows: 

104.12 Occupancy Violations. Whenever any building, structure, or 
equipment therein which is regulated by this Building Code is being used 
contrary to the provisions of said Code, the Building Official o r an 
authorized representative may order that such use be discontinued andlor 
that the building or structure, or a portion thereof, be vacated by written 
notice served on any person who is causing such use to be continued. 
Further, the Building Official or an authorized representative may o rder 
the evacuation of any building or premises, or a portion thereof, which 
constitutes a dangerous building as defined in Article XVI of this Chapte r. 
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Notice to stop use shall be given by personal de li ve ry or by certified mail . 
return rece ipt requested. to the person responsible for the cont inued use. 
Such person shall discontinue the use within the time prescribed by the 
Building Official after receipt of such notice and shall nol res ume the use 
of the bui ld ing or premises unt il firs t rendering the same in compliance 
w ith this Building Code. 

Notice to vacate a dangerous bu ild ing or premises shall be posted at or 
upon each exi t of the sa id structure affected the reby, and shall be in sub~ 
stantiaJl y the fo llowing form: 

"DO NOT ENTER 
UNSAFE TO OCCUPY 

It is a misdemeanor to occupy this building, 
or 10 remove or deface th is not ice. 

Arlington Building Official 
(by),--c-_ ______ _ 

(date ),-;0----,------;--,--;---------;;-
(compliance due date) ______ " 

No person shall remain in or enter any building or premises whjch has 
been so posted, except that entry may be made to repair, demolish or 
remove the unsafe condition. Such en try or the destruction, defacing or 
removal of said notice prior to approval by the Building Official o r an 

au thorized representative shall be 11 violation of this Building Code. 

8. The amendment of Section 11 5, entitled STOP WORK ORDER, to read 
as follows : 

115 STOP WORK ORDER 

115.1 Stop Work Order. Whenever any work is being done contrary to 
the provisions of this Code, the Building Official may order the work 
stopped by notice in w riting served on any persons engaged in the doing 
or caus ing such work to be done. Any such person shall forthwith stop 
such work until: 

a, He or she is authorized by the Building Official to proceed with the 
work; or 
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b. An appeal perfected pursuant to Section 2.06 of Article 11 has 
resulted in a wa iver of the condition causing the stop order, or a 
finding that there is 00 cause for a s top order. 

Fa ilure to stop such work, in addition to penalt ies and remed ies elsewhere 
set forth , sha ll void an y appeal. 

9. The amendment of Section 202 by amending the definition of 
"AMBULATORY HEALTH CARE" to read as follows: 

AMBULATORY HEALTH CARE FACILITY, Buildings or portions 
thereof used to provide medical, su rgical , psychiatric, nursing or similar 
care on a less than 24-hour basis \0 individuals who are rendered incapable 
of self-preservation. This group may include but not necessarily be 
limited to the following: 
- Dialysis centers 
- Sedation dent istry 
- Surgery centers 
- Colonic cente rs 
- Psychiatric centers 

10. The amendment of Section 202 adding the detinition of"SHALL" to read 
as fo llows: 

SHALL, as it iipplies to an act or duty to be pe rformed by the Building 
Offic ial pursuant to any section of this Building Code, is discretionary. Ils 
use in all other appl ications in this Code shall be mandatory. 

1 L The amendment of Section 304.1, entitl ed Business Group 8., 10 read as 
follows: 

304.1 Business Group B. Business Group B occupancy includes, among 
others, the use of a building or structure, or a portion thereof, for office, 
profess ional or service-type transactions, including storage of records and 
accounts. Business occupancies shall include, but not be Iimiled to, the 
following: 

Airport traffic control towers 
Ambulatory healLh care facilities 
Animal hospitals. kennels and pounds 
Banks 
Barber and beaut}' shops 
Car wash 
Civ ic administrat ion 
Clinic-outpatient 
Dry cleaning and laundri es; pick-up and delivery stations and se lf-serv ice 
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Educational occupancies above the I th grade 
Electronic data processing 
Fire Stations 
Laboratories; testing and research 
Motor vehicle showrooms 
Police stations with detention faci li ties for 5 or less 
Post offices 
Print shops 
Professional services (architects, attorneys, dentists, physicians, engineers. 
etc.) 
Radio and television stations 
Restaurants with no dine-in facilities (take-out or delivery onl y) 
Telephone exchanges 

12. Amend Exception number 4 to Section 307.1, ent itled High-hazard Group 
.tL to read as follows: 

4. Cleaning establishments that utilize combust ible liquid solvents having 
a flash point of 140°F (60°C) or higher in closed systems employing 
equipment listed by an approved testing agency, provided that this 
occupancy is separated from all other areas of the building by I-hour fire 
barriers constructed in accordance with Section 707 or I-hour horizontal 
assemblies constructed in accordance with Section 712, or both. See also 
Chapter 12. Dry Cleaning Plant provision of the Fire Code. 

13. Amend Section 3 10.1, Residential Group R., more specifically the 
paragraphs entitled R·3 to read as follows: 

R-3 Res idential occupancies where the occupanls are primarily 
permanent in nature and not classified as R·1 , R-2, R-4 or I, including: 

Buildings that do not contain more than two dwelling ill/its. 
Adult care faci lities that provide accommodations for fi ve or fewer 

persons of any age for less tban 24 hours. 
Child care facilities that provide accommodat ions for fi ve or fewer 

persons of any age for less than 24 hours. 
Congregate living facilities wi th 16 or (ewer persons. 
Adult Care and child care facili ties with five or fewer unrelated 

persons that are within a single-family home are pemitted to 
comply with the International Residential Code. 

14. Amend 3 1l.2 to add the use classification I . Self Service Storage Facility:' 

15. The amendment of Section 403.1, Exception #3, to read as follows: 
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3. Buildings with an occupancy in Group A-5 in accordance with 
Section 303.1 , when used for open air sea ting; however, this 
exception does not apply to accessory uses including but not 
limited to sky boxes, reSlaunmts and similarly enclosed areas. 

16. The amendment of Section 403.3, ent it led Automat ic sprinkler system., by 
the delet ion o f Exception #2. 

17. The amendmem o f Section 404. 1.1 , enti tled Defini tion., to read as 
fo llows: 

404.1.1 Delini tion. 

ATRIUM. An opening connecting three or more stories other than 
enclosed stairways, elevators, hoist ways, escalators. plumbing, eleclrical , 
air-condi tioning or other equi pment , which is closed at the top and not 
defined as a mall . Stories. as used in this definition, do not include 
balconies within assembly groups or mezzanines that comply with Section 
505. 

18. The amendment of Section 404.5, entitled Smoke cOl1trol, by the dele tion 
of the Exception. 

19. The amendment of Section 406. 1.4, entitl ed Separat ion., by the addition of 
paragraph 4 to read as fo llows: 

4. A separation is not required between a Group R-2 and U carport 
provided that the carpon is entirely open on all sides and that the 
distance between the two is at Icast 10 feet (3048 mm). 

20. The amendment of Section 406,6.1, entitled GeneraL, by the addition of a 
second paragraph to read as follows: 

This occupancy shall include ga rages invo lved in servlcmg o f motor 
vehicles for items such as lube changes, inspections, windshield repair or 
rep lacement. shocks, minor part replacement and other such non-major 
repa ir. When the repair ga rage is only involved in such minor repair, it 
need not comply with Section 406.6.2. 

21 . The amendment of the exception to Secti on [F]411 .4, entitled Automatic 
sprinkler system., to rcad as follows: 

EXCEPTION: An automatic sprinkler system need not be provided for 
amusement buildings actuall y operating not more than tbirty (30) 
consecutive days. 
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22. The amendment of Section 4 1 1.7 . .1, entitled Photo luminescent ex it signs .. 
to read as follows: 

4JJ.7. 1 Photo luminescent exit signs. Photo luminescent ex it signs are 
prohibited. 

23. The amendment of Sect ion [FJ416.5 entitled Fire protection. , to read as 
follows: 

[F]416.S Fire protection. An automatic fire·ex tinguishing system shall 
be provided in all spraYl dip and immersing spaces and storage rooms and 
shall be insta ll ed in acco rdance with Chapter 9 for both ex isting and new 
spray, dip and immersing spaces and storage r00111S. 

24. The amendment of Sect ion 506.2.2, entitled Open space limits., to read as 
foll ows: 

506.2.2 Open space limits. Such open space shall be either on the same 
101 or dedicated (or public use and sha ll be accessed from a street or 
approved fire [aile. In order to be considered as accessible, if not in direct 
contact wi th a street or an approved fire lalle, a minimum te n (10) fOOl 
wide pathway adjoining fire department access from the street or llpproved 
fire [aile shall be provided. 

25. Thc amcndment of Section 508.2.5, entitled Separation of incidenlal 
accessory occupancies., to read as fo llows: 

508.2.5 Separation of incidental accessory occupancies. The incidental 
accessory occupancies li sted in Table 508.2.5 shall be separated from the 
remainder of the building or equipped wi lh an au tomatic fire ex tinguishing 
system, or both, in accordance with Table 508.2.5. An incidental 
accessory occupancy shall be class ified in accordance with the occupancy 
classification of thai portion of the building in which it is located. 

Exception: Incidental accessory occupancies within and serving a 
dwelling ttllir are nOl requi red to comply with this section. 

26. The amendment of Table 602, entilled FIRE·RESISTA NCE RATI NG 
REQUIREMENTS FOR EXTERIOR WALLS BASED ON FIRE 
SEPARATION DISTANCE" ., to insert footnote h. to the heading 
"OCCUPANCY GROUP A, B, E, F-2, I, Rh, S-2' , Ubh" to read as follows: 

h. For one- and two-fami ly dwellings and apa rtment buildings, open 
metal carport structures may be constructed within zero (0) feet of the 
property line without fire·resisti ve or opening protection when the location 
of such is approved as requ ired by OIher City ordinances. 
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27. The amendment of Exception 7 to Section 708.2, entitled Shaft enclosure 
required., to read as follows. 

7. In other than Groups 1·2 and 1·3, a shaft enclosure is nol required 
for a floor opening or an air transfer opening that complies with the 
fo llowing: 

7. 1. Does not connect more Ihan two stories. 

7.2. Is not part of the required means of egress system except 
as permitted in Section 1022.1. 

7.3. Is not concealed within the building construction of a wall 
or a noar/ceil ing assembly. 

7.4. Is separated from ODor openings se rving other Ooors by 
construction conforming to required shaft enclosures. 

7.5 Is limited to the same smoke compartment. 

28. The amendment of Section 902.1, entitled Definitions., by the amendment 
of the definition of "[F)STANDPIPE, TYPES OF;' wlder "Manual dry" to 
read as follows: 

Manual dry. A dry standpipe system that does not have a pennanent 
waler supply attached to the system. Manual dry standpipe systems 
requ ire water from a fire department pumper to be pumped into the system 
through the fire department connection in order to suppl y the system 
demand. The system must be supervised as specified in Section 905 . .9. 

29. The add ition of Section 903.2.1.6, entitled Special amusement building, 10 

read as follows: 

[F]903.2.1.6 Special amusement building. Special amusemenl buildings 
shall be equipped throughout with an automat ic sprinkler system. 

EXCEPTION: An automatic sprinkler system need not be provided when 
an amusement building shall be in ex islence less than 30 days and when 
the construction and use is approved by the Fire Code Official or 
authorized representative. 

30. The amendment of item #2 under Section [F]903.2.4, entitled Group F·l., 
to read as follows: 
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2. A Group F-I fire area is located more than two stories above gradc 
plane. 

31. The amendment of Sect ion (F]903.2.7, entitled Group M., to read as 
follows: 

(F]903.2.7 Group M. An automatic spriJlkJer system shaH be provided 
throughout buildings containing a Group M occupancy where onc of the 
following conditions exists: 

J. A Group M fire area exceeds 12,000 square feet ( 11l5 1112). 

2. A Group M fire area is located more than three stories 
above grade plane. 

3. The combined area of all Group M fire areas on all floors. 
including any mezzanines, e;xceeds 24,000 square feet 
(2230 m2). 

32. The addition of Section [F]903.2.9.3, entitled Self-service storage facility. , 
to read as follows: 

[F]903.2.9.3 Self service storage facility . An automatic sprinkler system 
shaU be insta lled throughout all se lf-service storage facilities. 

EXCEPTION: One story self-service storage facilities, that have no 
interior corridors, with a one-hour fi.re barrier wall installed between every 
storage comparlmenl . 

33. The amendment of Section [F]903.2. ll.31 entitled Buildings 55 feet or 
more in height., to read as follows: 

(F]903.2.11.3 Buildings over two stories in height. An automatic 
sprinkler system shall be installed throughout bu ildings, olher than 
penthouses in compliance with Section 1509 of the lntematjonal Building 
Code, that is located 55 feel or more above the lowest level of fire 
department vehicle access .. 

EXCEPTlON: Open parking structures in compliance with Section 
406.3. 

34. The addition of Section [F]903.2. l1.7, entitled High-Piled Combustible 
Storage., 10 read as follows : 
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[F]903.2.11.7 High·Piled Combustible Storage. For any building with a 
clear height exceeding 12 feel (4572 mm), see Chapler 23 of the Fire Code 
to determine if tbose provisions apply. 

35. The addition of Sect ion fF1903.2. l1.8. enti tled Spray Booths and Rooms., 
to read as fo llows: 

[F]903.2.11.8 Spray Booths and Rooms. New and ex isting spray booths 
and spraying rooms shall be protected by un approved automatic fire­
ext inguishing system. 

36. The amendment of Section [F]903.3.l.L I, entitled Exempt locations., to 
read as follows: 

[F]903.3.1.1.1 Exempt locations. When approved by the fire code 
official, automatic sprinklers shall not be required in the fo llowing rooms 
or areas where such roo ms or areas are protected with an approved 
automatic Cire detection system in accordance with Section 907.2 that will 
respond to visible or invisible particles of combustion. Sprinklers shall 
not be omi ned from any room merely because it is damp, of (ire­
resistance-rated construction or contains electrical equipment. 

1. Any room where the application of waler, or flame and waler. 
constitutes a se rious life or fire haza rd. 

2. AllY room or space where sprinklers are considered undesirab le 
because of the nature of the con tents, when approved by the code 
official. 

3. Generator and transformer rooms, unde r the direct control of a 
public utility, separated from the remainder of the building by 
walls and floor/cei ling or roof/ce iling assemblies having a fire­
resistance rating of not less than two hours. 

37. The amendment of Sect ion [F]903.3. 1.2, enti tl ed NFPA I3R sprinkler 
systems., to read as fo llows: 

[F]903.3.1.2 NFPA 13R sprinkler system. Required automatic sprinkler 
systems in Group R occupancies of four stor ies or less may be 
hydraul ically calculated within the dwe lling unit s in accordance w ith 
NFPA 13R and as amended by this code. Sprinkler protection shall be 
provided throughou t, including the means of egress, patios, bathrooms, 
closets, balconies and att ics. 

38. The amendment of Section [F]903.3.1.3, entitled NFPA 130 sprin kler 
systems .. to read as fo llows: 
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[F]903.3.1.3 NFPA 13D sprinkler systems. Non-required automatic 
sprinkler systems in one and two-family dwellings and manufactured 
homes may be installed in accordance witb NFPA 130 or in accordance 
with state law. 

39. The amendment of Sect ion [F]903.3.5, entitled Water supplies., to add a 
second paragraph to read as follows: 

Water supply as required for such systems sha ll be provided in 
conformaJ1Ce with the suppl y requirements o f the respective standards; 
however, every fire prot.ection system shall be des igned with a 10 psi 
safelY faclor. 

40. The addition of Section [F]903.3.7, entitled Fire deparlmenl connect ions., 
10 read as follows: 

[F)903.3.7 Fire department connections. The locat ion of fire 
department connections shall be approved by the Fire Code Official. All 
lire department connections in the C ity of Arlington shall be 4" Storz 
connections. The permanent Storz adapter shall be const ru cted of high 
s trength , light weight. corrosion res istant aluminum alloy capable of being 
securely attached to s tandpipe/sprinkler outl ets des igned for fire 
department Storz connect ions. The Storz lug connection shall confonn to 
industry standards. The hose sealing surface shall consist o f a machined 
metal seat to eliminate rubber gaskets, coated to protect against long lenn 
exposure to the env ironment. The Sto rz connection shall connect 10 the 
pipe oUllet using National Standard Thread. The connection shalJ be 
angled downward at a 30 0 angle. A semi-pennanent I~" mesh screen shall 
be provided inside the Slorz adapte r, constructed of corrosion res istant 
metal. A 4" Storz aluminum cap with chain or cable shall be provided for 
the fire departmellt connection . For each add itionaJ 1500 G.P.M. required 
or fraction thereof an additional 4" Storz connection is required . 

41. The amendment of Section [F]903.4, en titled Sprinkler system supervision 
and alanns., 10 read as fo llows: 

[F]903.4 Sprinkler system supervision and itlarms. All valves 
contro lling the water suppl y for automatic sprinkler systcms and water­
flow switches on all sprinkler systems shall be electrically supervised and 
monitored by a UL li stcd Central SIal ion. The fire-pump system shall al so 
be supervised and monito red for "power available." '-'phase reversal" and 
"pump running" condjlions on distinct circuits. 

(J3) 



EXCEPTIONS: 
1. Automatic sp rinkler systems protecting one·and Iwo-famiJy 

dwellings. 

2. Limited area systems serving fewer than 20 sprinklers. 

3. Jockey pump control valves that are sealed or locked in the open 
position. 

Sprinkler and standpipe system water· flow detectors shall be provided for 
each Ooor lap to the sprinkler system and shall cause an alann upon 
detect ion of water fl ow for more than 45 seconds. All cont rol valves in 
the sprinkler and standpipe systems except for fire depanrnent hose 
connection valves shall be e lectrically superv ised to initiate a supervisory 
signal al the central sta lion upon tempering. 

42. The amendmcm of Section [F]903.4.2, entitled Alarms. , to read as 
fo llows: 

[F1903.4.2 Alarms. Approved aud ible devices shall be connected to 
every automat ic sprinkler system. Such sprinkler water· flow devices shall 
be activated by water Dow equivalent to the flow of a single sprinkJer of 
the smallest orifice size installed in the system. Alarm devices shall be 
provided on the exterior of the bu ilding in an approved location. An 
approved aud ible/visible spr inkJer fl ow alarm to alert the occupants shall 
be provided in the inte rior o f the building in a normally occupied location. 
Where a fire alann system is installed, actuation of the automatic sprinkler 
system shall actuate the building fire alaml system. 

43. The amendment of Sect ion [FJ903.4.3, entitled Floor con trol valves., to 
read as follows: 

[F]903.4.3 Floor control va lves. SprinkJer and standpipe system water­
flow detectors shall be provided for each floor tap to the sprinkler system 
and shall cause an alann upon detection of wate r flow . 

44. The addition of Section [FJ903.6., entitled Spray booths and rooms., to 
read as follows: 

[F]903.6. Spray booths and rooms. New and ex isting spray booths and 
spray rooms shall be prOicct.ed by an approved automatic fire 
extinguishing system in accordance. with Section 1504.4 o f the 
Internati onal Fire Code. 

45. The addi tion of Section [F]905.2. entitled lnstallation standards., to read as 
follows: 
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[FJ90S.2 Insta llation standards. Standpipe systems shall be instal led in 
accordance with this section and NFPA 14. Manual dry standpipe systems 
shall be supervised with a minimum of 10 psig and a max imum of 40 ps ig 
air pressure wi th a highl10w alarm. 

46. The amendment of Sect ion [F]905.3.2, entitled Group A, 10 de lete 
Exceptions #J and #2. 

47. The amendment of Section 905.4. ent.itled Location of Class I standpipe 
hose connections.: by rev isi ng item #5 to read as follows: 

5. Where the roof has a slope less than four units vertical in 12 unit,s 
hori zontal (33.3-pe rcenl Slope), each standpipe s hall be prov ided 
with a two-way hose connect ion located eithe r on the roof or at the 
highest landing of stairways wi!b sta ir access to the roof. An 
add itional hose connect ion shall be provided at the top of the most 
hydraulicall y remote standpipe for testing purposes. 

48. The amendment of Sect ion [F]905.9. en titl ed Valve supervision., to add a 
second paragraph after the except ions 10 read as fo llows: 

Sprinkler and standpipe system water-flow detectors shall be provided for 
each fl oor tap to the sprinkler system and shall cause an alann upon 
detection of water flow for more than 45 seconds. All control valves in 
the sprinkler and standpipe systems except for fire department hose 
connection valves shall be elect rically supervised to initi ate a supervisory 
signaJ at the central station upon tampering. 

49. The amendment of Section fF]906.1 , entill ed Where Required, by the 
deletion of the Exception to paragraph # 1. 

50. The add ition of Sections [FJ907. 1.2. 1, [F]907.J.2.2 and [F]907. 1.2.3 to 
read as fo llows: 

[F1907.1.2.1 Fire alarm control panel. The fire alarm control panel shall 
be installed in an approved location adjacent to the main entrance to the 
build ing unless otherwise approved by the Fire Code Official. 

[F]907.J.2.2 KeylCodes. Fire alarm control panel funct ions such as 
sil ence and reset shall be operab le without the use of a key or code. The 
panel cover may be locked. but the function keys cannot require a key or 
code. 
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IF1907.1.2.3 Alarm verification. Alarm verifi cation shall be provided for 
smoke detectors. Alarm verification shall be provided at the fire alarm 
cont rol panel when more than thi rty (30) detectors are insta lled. 

EXCEPTION : AJ aml ve rifi ca tion is not required for single station type 
smoke detecto rs. 

51. The addition of Section IF1907. 1.4, entitled Design Standards. , to read as 
follows: 

[F]907.1.4 Design Standards. Fire alann systems, automatic fi re 
detectors, emergency voice alarm communication systems and notification 
devices shall be designed, installed and maintained in accordance with 
NFPA 72 and loail amendments. All alann systems new or replacement 
serving 50 or more alarm actuat ing devices shall be addres.'iable n re 
detection systems. Alarm systems serving morc than 75 smoke detectors 
or more than 200 total alarm acti vating devices shall be analog intell.igcnt 
addressable fire detection systems. 

EXCEPTION: Existing systems need not comply unless the total 
building remodel or expansion initiated after January I, ] 998 exceeds 30% 
of the building. When cumulative build ing remodel or expansion exceeds 
50% of the building must comply within 18 months of permit application. 

52. The amendment of Section [F]907.2.3, enti tled Group E .• to read as 
fo llows: 

rF}907.2.3 Group E. A manual fire alann system shall be installed in 
Group E educational occupancies. When automatic sprinkler systems or 
smoke detectors are installed, such systems or detectors shall be connected 
to the building fire alarm system. 

An approved smoke detection system shall be insta lled in Group E day 
care occupancies. 

Unless separated by a minimum of 100' open space. all buildings, whether 
portable buildings or the main building, will be considered one building 
for alarm occupant load consideration and interconnection of a1.ann 
systems. 

EXCEPTIONS: 
I. Group E educat ional and day care occupancies with an occupant 

load of less than 50 when prov ided with an approved automat ic 
sprinkler system. 
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1.1. Portable(femporary buildings in Group E Educational occupancies 
with manual fiIe alarm systems are not required to be connected to 
the alarm system in the main bui lding. 

1.2. Residential in-home day care with not more than l2 chi ldren may 
use interconnected single station detectors in all babi table rooms. 
(For care of more than five children 2Y2 or less yea rs of age, see 
Section 907.2.6.) 

2. Manual fire alarm boxes are not required in Group E occupancies 
where aU of the following apply: 

2.1. Interior corridors arc protected by smoke de tectors. 

2.2. Auditoriums, cafeterias, gymnasiums and similar areas are 
protected by heat detectors or other approved detection dev ices. 

2.3. Shops and laborator ies involving dusts or vapors are protected by 
heat detectors or other approved detect ion devices. 

2.4. The capability to activate lhe evacuation signal from a central point 
is provided. 

2.5. In bui ldings where normally occupied spaces are provided with a 
two-way communication system between such spaces and a 
constantl y allended receiving stat ion from where a general 
evacuation alarm can be sounded, except in locations specifically 
designated by the fire code official. 

3. Manual fire alarm boxes shall not be required in Group E 
occupancies where the building is equipped throughout with an 
approved automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with 
Seclion 903.3.1.1 : the notification appliances will activate on 
sprinkler waterflow and manual activation is provided (rom a 
norma ll y occupied locat ion. 

53. The amendment of Sect ion [F]907.2.7, enti tled Group M, by the deletion 
o[ Section 907.2.7.1, ent itled Occupant Notification. 

54. The addition of Section {F]907.2.8.4. en titJ ed Carbon Monoxide 
Detectors. , to read as follows: 

fF1907.2.8.4 Ca rbon Monoxide Detectors. In new and ex isting hotels 
and motels, carbon monoxide detectors shall be provided in all locations 
where there is gas-fired equipment. such as, but nO( limi ted 10, dryers, 
HV AC, or hal water heaters. When the building is equi pped with a fire 
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alann system, the carbon monoxide detectors shall be connected in such a 
manner as to cause the Fire Alann system to sound an alarm when the 
carbon monoxide goes into alarm . 

55. The amendment of Section [F]907.2.9.1, entitled Manual fire alarm 
systems., to read as foll ows: 

[F}907.2.9.J Manual Fire Alarm Systems. Manual fire alaml boxes are 
prohibited in Group R~2 apartment houses less than four (4) stories in 
height. 

56. The amendment of Sect ion [F]907.2. 13, entitled High· flse buildings. , 
Exception #3, to read as follows: 

3. Buildings with an occupancy in Group A·5 in accordance with Section 
303.1 of the International Building Code, when used for open air seating; 
however, this exception does not apply to accessory uses, including but 
not limited to sky boxes, restaurants and similarly enclosed areas. 

57. The amendment of Section [F]907.4.2, entitled Manual fire alarm boxes., 
to add a second paragraph to read as follows: 

Manual alarm actuating devices shall be an approved double Clction type. 

58. The addition of Sect ion [FJ907.6.1.1 ent itled Installation. , to read as 
follows: 

[Fj907.6.J . l Installation. All fire alarm systems shall be installed in such 
a manner that the failure of any single alaml·aclualing or alarm·indicating 
device will not interfere with the normal operation of any other such 
devices. All systems shall be Class "A' wired with a minimum of six feet 
separat ion between supply and return loops. IDC - Class ' "A" style - D ­
SLC Class "A" Style 6 - notification Class " B" Style Y. 

59. The amendment of [F]907 .6.3, entitled Zones., to read as follows: 

[F]907.6.3 Zones. Each fl oor shall be zoned separately and a zone shall 
nOI exceed 22,500 square feet (1860 m'). The length of any zone shall nol 
exceed 300 feet (91 440 mm) in any direction. A maximum of one ( 1) 
water flow switch or three (3) tamper switches, five (5) pull staiions or ten 
(10) smoke or heat detectors may be interconnected to be upon a single 
zone of CI fire alarm control panel. 
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Exceptions: 

L Automatic sprinkJer system zones shall not exceed the area 
permilied by NFPA 13. 

2. Addressable sys tems. 

60. The amendment of [F]907.6.3.2, entitled High-ri se buildings .. to read as 
fo llows: 

[F]907.6.3.2 High-rise buildings. 1n buildings that have fl oors located 
more than 75 feet (16 764 mm) above the lowest leve l of fire department 
vehicle access, a separate zone by floor shall be provided for all of the 
following types of alarm-initiating devices where provided : 

1. Smoke detectors. 

2. Sprinkler water- fl ow. 

3. Manual fire alarm boxes. 

4. Other approved types of automatic fire detection devices or 
suppress ion systems. 

Exception: 

Addressable systems 

61. The amendment of Section [F]907.6.5, entitl ed Monitoring., to read as 
follows: 

[F]907.6.S Monitoring. Where required by Ihis chapter, an approved UL 
Iisled central stat ion in accordance wi th NFPA 72 shall moni tor fire alarm 
systems. 

Exception: Supervisory se rvice is not required for automatic sprinkJcr 
systems in one- and two-family dwellings. 

62. The addition of Section [Fl907.6.5.2, enti tled Local alann system .. 10 read 
as fo llows: 

{F]907.6.5.2 Local alarm sys tem. When an automatic fire alarm system 
is not monitored by an approved central s tation alarm company, an 
ex ternal weatherproof. audible/vis ual alarm sounding device shall be 
provided in an approved location WitJl an approved sign, with a minimum 
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of four-inch (4") letters. reading ··WHEN ALARM SOUNDS. CALL 
FI RE DEPARTMENT' adjacent to the .I.nn-sounding device. 

An approved pem,.nent sign rcading ··LOCAL ALARM ONLY - CALL 
FIRE DEPARTMENT" shall be provided on or adjacent to the fire alarm 
control panel and all manual fire Cllam) puU stations. 

63, The amendment of Section 1007.1, entitl ed Access ible means of egress 
required. , to add exception #4 10 read as fa llows: 

4. Projects registered wi th the Architectural Barriers Division of the 
Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation shall be deemed to 
be in compliance with the requirements of Sect ion 1007. 

64. The amendment of Section 1008. 1.4.4, entitled Access·controlled egress 
doors. ) 10 read as follows: 

1008.1.4.4 Access-controlled egress doors. The entrance doors in a 
means of egress in buildings with an occupancy in Group A, B, E , I ~2 , M, 
R-1 or R-2 and entrance doors to tenant spaces in occupancies in Groups 
A, B, E, 1-2/ M, R-l. and R-2 are permitted to be equipped with an 
approved entrance and egress access control system which shall be 
install ed in accordance with all of the fOllowing criteria : 

I. Egress doors shall be readil y openable from the egress side withou t 
the use of a key, card or special knowledge of effort. 

2. Push buttons are not aHowed for egress purposes. 

3. All devices utilized for ex iting shall be listed for the purpose. 

4. Activation of the building (ire alarm system and/or sprinkler 
system, if provided. shall automatically unlock the doors, and the 
doors shall remain unlocked untiJ the fire alarm system has been 
reset. 

5. A Knox box may be required by the Fire Code OrIicial for Fire 
Department access. 

A permit from the FD is required prior to the installation of any 
access-control and/or magnetic locking systems. 

65. The amendment of Section 1008,1.9.3., entitled Locks and latches, by the 
addition of item 3.1 to read as follows: 
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3. 1 Where egress doors are used in pairs and positive latching is requi red , 
approved au tomatic flush bolts shall be pemlitted to be used, provided that 
both leaves achieve positive latching regardless of the closing sequence 
and the door leaf having the automatic nush bolt s has no doorknobs or 
surface mounted hardware. 

66. The amendment of Exceptions #3 and #4 to Section 1008.1.9.4, enlitled 
Boll locks., to read as fo llows: 

3. Where a pair of doors serves an occupant load of less than 50 persons 
in a Group B. F, M or S occupancy, manually operated edge- or 
surface-mounted bolts afe permi tted on the iJlacti ve leaf. The inacti ve 
leaf shall contain nO doorknobs. panic bars or similar opera ting 
hardware. 

4. Where a pair of doors serves an occupant load of less than 50 persons 
in a Group B, F, M or S occupancy, manual ly operated edge- or 
surface-mounted bolts are penni tted on the inactive leaf provided 
such inactive leaf is not needed to meet egress wid th requirements and 
the building is equipped throughout with an automatic sprinkler 
system in accordance wi th Section 903.3.1.1. The inactive leaf s hall 
contain no doorknobs, pan ic bars or similar operating hard ware. 

67. The amendment of Section 1008.1.9.7. enl-itled Delayed egress lod s., to 
read as fo llows: 

1008.1.9.7 Delayed egress locks. A permit (rom the Fire Department is 
required prior to the installation of any delayed egress locks or o ther 
special locking s)'stems. Approved, listed, delayed egress locks shall be 
permitted 10 be installed on doors serving any occupancy except Group A, 
E .md H occupancies in buildings which are equipped throughout with an 
automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 and an 
approved automatic smoke or heat detect ion syslCm installed in 
accordance with Section 907, provided that the doors unlock in 
acco rdance with hems I through 6 below. A building occupant shall not 
be required 10 pass through more than one door equipped with a delayed 
egress lock before entering an exit. 

(Items 1-6 remll i llll1lcflanged.) 

68. The amendment of Section 1008. 1.9.8., entitled Electromagneticall y 
locked egress doors., to read as follows: 

1008.1.9.8 Electromagnetically locked egress doors. Doors in the 
means of egress tbat are not otherwise required 10 have panic hardware in 
buildings with an occupancy in Group A, B, E, 1-1, 1-2. M, R- I or R-2 and 
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doors to tenant spaces in Group A, B, E, I- I. 1-2, M , R-J or R-2 shall be 
penniued to be elect romagnetically locked if equipped with listed 
hardware that incorporates a built-in switch and meet the requi rements 
below: 

1. The listed hard ware that is affixed to the door leaf has an obvio us 
method of operation that is readH y operated under all lighting 
conditions. 

2. The listed hardware is capable of be ing operated with one hand. 

3. Operation of the listed hardware releases to the electromagnetic 
lock and unlocks the door immediately. 

4 . Loss of power to the listed ha rdware au tomatically unlocks the 
door. 

69. The amendment of Sect ion 1008.1 .9. 10, entitled Stai rway Doors., by 
adding Exception #4, to read as fo llows: 

4. In sta irways serving more than four stories, doo rs can be locked 
from stairway side, if lock is connected to fire alann system and 
key to the door is provided in a Knox Box. Act ivat ion of fire 
alann system must re lease locks on all sta irway doors. 

70. The amendment of Sect ion 1011.4, entitled Internally illuminated exit 
~., to read as fo llows: 

JOll.4 Inlernally illuminated exit signs. Electrically powered and self­
luminolls exit signs shall be listed and labeled in accordance with UL 294 
and shall be installed in accordance with the manufacturer's instructions 
and Chapter 27. Exit signs shall be illuminated at all times. 
Photoluminescent e"it signs are prohibi ted. 

71. The addition of Section LO 15.7, entitled Electrical room means of egress., 
to read as follows: 

1015.7 Electrical room means of egress. For electrical rOoms 
containi ng equipment over 600 volts, see electrical code, NFPA 70, 
Article I LO, generall y. 

72. The amendment of Except ions #3 and #4 to Section 1016.1, entitled 
Travel distance limitat ions. , to read as follows: 

3. In other than occupancy Groups H and I, the exil access trave l 
distance to a maximum of 50 percent of the exits is to be measured 
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from the most remote point with in a bui lding to an ex it using 
unenclosed exit access stairways or ramps when connecting to a 
max imum of two stories. The two connected stories shall be 
provided with at least two means of egres.". Such interconnected 
stories shall not be open 10 other stories. 

4. In other than occupancy Groups H and I, the exit access trave l 
di stance to a maximum of 50 percent of the ex its is to be measured 
from the most remote point within a building to an exit using 
unenclosed exit access stairways or ramps in the first and second 
stories above grade plane in buildings equipped throughout with 
an automatic sprinkler system in accordance wi th Section 
903.3.1.1. The first and second slories above grade pl(llle shall be 
provided wi th al least two means of egress. Such interconnected 
stories shall not be open to other slories. 

73. The amendment of Section 1016, entitled EXlT ACCESS TRAVEL 
DISTANCE, to add a new section to read as follows: 

1016.3. Roof vent increase. In buildings that are one story in height , 
equipped with automatic heal and smoke roof vents complying with 
Sect ion 910 and equipped th roughout with an automatic sprinkler system 
in acco rdance with Section 903.3.1. 1, the max imum exit access travel 
distance shall be 400 fee l for occupancies in Group F·l or 5·1 . 

74. The amendment of Section 10 18.1, entitled Const ruction .. to add 
Exception #5 to read as follows: 

5. in Group B office buildings, corridor walls and ceilings need not 
be of fire·resistive construction within office spaces of a single 
tenant when the space is equi pped wi th an approved automatic 
smoke·detection system with in the corridor. The actuation of any 
detector shall activate alarms audible in all areas served by the 
corridor. The smoke-detection system shall be connected to the 
building's fire alarm system where such a system is provided. 

75. The amendment of Section 1022. 1, entitled Enc.losures required., by 
adding Exceptions # 8 and #9 to read as follows: 

8. In other than occupancy Gro ups H and I, a maximum of SO percent 
of egress stairways serving one adjacent floor are not required to 
be enclosed, provided at least two means of egress are provided 
from both floors served by the unenclosed sta irways. Any two such 
interconnected Ooors shall not be open to other Ooors. 
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9. tn OIher than occupancy Groups H and I, interior egress sta irways 
serving only the first and second stories of a bu ilding equipped 
throughout with an automat ic sprinkler system in accordance with 
Section 903.3. 1.1 are not required to be enclosed, prov ided at least 
two means of egress are provided from both floors served by the 
unenclosed sta irways. Such interconnected slOr ies shall not be 
open to other stories . 

76. The amendment of Section 110 1.2, entitled Design., to add an Exception 
to read as fo llows: 

EXCEPTION. Projects registe red with the Architectural Barriers 
Division o( the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation shall be 
deemed 1.0 be in compliance wi th the requirements of this Chapter. 

77. TheamendmenlofTablc IS05.I , cnlilled MINIMUM ROOF COVERING 
CLASS IFICATION FOR TYPES OF CONSTRUCTION .. by deleting 
footnote b and amending and renumbering footnote c to read as fo llows: 

b. Non-classified roof coverings shall be permiued on bui ldings of U 
occupancies having n01 more than 120 sq. ft. of projected roof 
area. When exceeding 120 sq. ft. of projected roof area, buildings 
of U occupancies may use non-rated non-combustible roof 
coverings. 

78. The amendment of Section 1505.7, entitled Special purpose roofs., by 
deleting it in its entirety. 

79. The amendment of SecLion 15 10.1, enLitied Genera l., to read as fol lows: 

1510.1 General. Materials and methods of applicat ions used for 
recovering or replacing all existing roof covering shaH compl y wi lh the 
requi remen ts of Chapter 15. AJ I individual replacement shingles or shakes 
shall be in compliance wi th the rat ing requi red by Table 1505 .1. 

Exception: Reroofing s hall not be required to meet the minimum 
design slope require ment of one-quarter unit vert ical in 12 unils horizontal 
(2-percenl slope) in Section 1507 for roofs that provide pOSitive roof 
dra inage. 

80. The amendment of Section 1612.2, entitled Definit ions. , to delete 
FLOOD HAZARD AREA SUBJECf TO HIGH VELOCITY WAVE 
ACfION, and to amend BASE FLOOD ELEVATION, EXlSTING 
CONSTRUCfION, LOWEST FLOOR, SUBSTANTIAL DAMAGE 
and SUBSTAINTIAL IMPROVEMENT to read as [ollows: 
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BASE FLOOD ELEVATION. The e levat ion of the base j100l/. including 
wave height , relative to the National Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD). 
North American Ve rtical Datum (NA YD) or other datum specified on ihe 
Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) and found in the accompanying Rood 
fnsurance Study (FTS) for Zones A. AE, AH, AI -A30, or AR that indicates 
lhe water surface elevation resul ting from the flood that has a -1% chance 
of equaling o r exceeding that leve l in any given year. 

EXISTING CONSTRUCfION. Any buildings and slruClures for w hich 
lhe "sIan of construction" commenced before the effecti ve date of the 
initial FIRM (March 5 , 1976). "Existing construction" may also be 
referred to as "existing structures." 

LOWEST FLOOR. The noor of the lowest enclosed area, including 
basement and finished garage, but excludi_ng an y unfinished or Oood­
resis tant enclosure, usable so lely for vehicle parking. building access or 
limited storage provided that such enclosure is not built so as to render the 
structure in violation of th is sect ion. 

SUBSTANTIAL DAMAGE. Damage of any anglO sustained b y a 
structure whereby the cost of restoring the structure to ils be fore-damaged 
condition would equal Or exceed 25 percent of the market value of the 
structure before the damage occ urred. 

SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENT. Any repair, reconstruction . 
rehabilitation, addition or improvement of a building or s tructure, the cost 
of which equals or exceeds 25 perccn! of the market value of the struc ture 
before the improvement or repair is started. If the structure has sustained 
substanti al damage , any repairs arc considered substanti al improvement 
regardless of the actual repair work perfonned. The term does nol. 
however, include either: 

1. Any project for improvement of a bui lding required to correct 
exist ing health , sanitary o r safety code vio lations identified by the 
building o ffi c,iai and that are the minimum necessa ry to assure safe 
li ving conditions. 

2. Any alteration of a his to ric structure provided that the alteration 
will not preClude the structure's continued designation as a his to ric 
structure. 

81. The amendment of Section 16 12.3. entitled Establishment o f flood hazard 
areas ., 10 read as follows: 

J612.3 Establishment of nood hazard areas. To establish Hood hazard 
area~, the applicable governing authorit y shall adopt a nood hazard map 
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and support ing data. The flood hazard map shall include. at a minimum, 
areas of special flood hazard as identified by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency in an engineeri ng report en ti tled "The Flood 
Insurance Study for Tarrant County, Texas, dated September 25, 2009, as 
amended or rev ised w ith the accompanying Flood Insurance Rate Map 
(FIRM) and Flood Boundary and Floodway Map (FBFM) and related 
support ing data along with any revisions the reto. The adopled fl ood 
hazard map and supporting data are hereby adopted by reference and 
declared 10 be part of this seclion. 

82. The amendment of Section 16 12.4, en titled Design and construct ion. , to 
read as follows: 

1612.4 Design and construction. The design and const ruction of 
bui ldings and structures located in flood hazard areas. including flood 
hazard areas subject to high.velocity wave action, shall be in accordance 
with Chapter 5 of ASCE 7 and with ASCE 24 and provisions of the City 
of Arlington ' s Flood Damage Ordinance. 

83. The amendment of Section 1612.5, ent itled Flood hazard documentation., 
to read as fo llows: 

1612.5 Flood hazard documentHtion, The flood hazard documentation 
as identified in the City of Arlington' s flood Damage Ordinance sha ll be 
prepared and sealed by a professional engineer and submitted to the 
buildillg official. 

84. The amendment of Section 1807.2, entitled Retaining wa lls., 10 read as 
fo llows: 

1807.2 Retaining wa lls. Rew ining wall s exceeding four feet (4') in 
developed height (t he height from the base of the foundation to the top of 
the wall) at any point shall be designed by a professional engineer. A walt 
built in tiers shall be considered a single wall in developed height w hen 
the base of the upper tier is set back from the base of the lower tier less 
than one and one-half (1 1h.) limes the developed height of the wall section 
be low. Walls supporting an imposed load such as a bui lding, driveway or 
other permanent construction close r to the wall than one and one-hal f (1 Y.!) 
ti mes the deve loped height of the wall shall be dC.'iigned by a professional 
engineer. 

When required to be designed by an engineer the design shall be m 
acco rdance with Sections 1807.2.1 through 1807.2.3. 

85. The addi tion of Sect ion 2308.4.3 entitled Application to engineered 
design., to read as fo llows: 
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2308.4.3 Application to engineered design. When accepted by lhe 
Building Official, any portion of Ihis section is permitted to apply to 
bui ldings that are otherwise outside the limitations of this section provided 
that: 

The resulting design will comply with Ihe requ iremeflls specified in 
Chapter 16; 

The load lirnilalions of various clemen IS of this section arc not 
exceeded; and 

The port ions of this section which w ill apply are identified by an 
engineer in the construct ion documents. 

86. The amendment of Section 2503. 1 entitled lnspecl ion., to read as fo llows; 

2503.1 Inspection. Lath and gypsum in nrc· resistive construction s hall 
be inspected. 

87. The amendment of Section [P]2902. 1, entitled Minimum number of 
fi xtures., to read as follows: 

rp]2902.1 Minimum number of fixtures. Plumbing fixtures shall be 
provided for !.he type of occupancy and in the minimum number shown in 
Table 2902.1 . Types of occupancies not shown in Table 2902.1 shall be 
considered individually by the building official. The number of occupants 
shall be determined by this code unless suffi cient data is approved by the 
bllilding official for a different number of occupan ts. Occupancy 
class ification shall be determined in accordance with Chapter 3. 

88. The add ition of Section 2902.1.3, ent itled Additional fixtures for food 
preparation facil ilies., to read as follows: 

2902.1 .3 Additional fixtures for food preparation facilities. In 
addition to the fixtures required in this Chapte r, all food service facilities 
shall be provided with additional fix tures set OUI in this section. 

2902.1.3.1 Hand washing lavatory. At least one hand washing lava tory 
shall be provided for use by employees that is accessible from food 
preparal ion, food dispensing and ware washing areas. Additional hand 
washing lavatories may be required based on convenience of use by 
employees. 

2902.1.3.2 Service sink. In new or remodeled food service 
establishments, at least one se rvice sink or one noor sink shall be provided 
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so that it is conveniently located for the cleaning of mops or similar wei 
fioor cleaning tools and for the disposa l of mop water and similar liquid 
waste. The locat ion of the serv ice sink(s) and/or mop sink(s) sha ll be 
approved by the City of Arlington health department. 

89. The amendment of fPlTab le 2902. 1, entitl ed MINIMUM NUMBER OF 
REQUIRED PLUMBfNG FIXTURES, to amend footnote "e" and "r' and 
add footnote "g" to read as follows: 

e. The minimum number of drinking fountains shall comply with Table 
2902. J and Chapler 11. Drinking fountains shall not be install ed in 
toilet rooms. 

f. Drinking fountains are not required fo r an occupant load 30 or less and 
for dining andror drinking establ ishments. 

g. Where urinals are provided , urinals shall not be subst ituted for more 
that 67% of the required water closets in assembly and educational 
occl/pancies. Urina ls shall not be substit uted for more than 50% or the 
required water c10selli in all other occupancies. 

90. The amendment of Exception #3 to Section 2902.2 to read as follows: 

3. Separate facilities shall not be required in mercantile occupancies 
in which lhe maximum occupalllload is 100 or less. 

91. The amendment of Section 3006, entitled MACH1NE ROOMS, to read as 
fo llows: 

3006.1 General. Elevator machine rooms shall be provided. 

3006.2 Access. An approved means of access shall be provided to 
elevator machine rooms and overhead machinery spaces. 

3006.3 Venting. Elevator machine rooms that conta in so lid-state 
equ ipment for elevator operation shaJl be provided w ith an independent 
venti lation or air-conditioning system to protect against the overheating of 
the electrical equipment. The system shall be capable of maintaining 
temperatures wi thin the range established for the elevator equipment. 

3006.4 Pressurization. The elevator machine room serv ing a pressurized 
elevator hoistway shall be pressurized upon activation of a heat or smoke 
detector located in the elevator machine room. 

3006.5 Machine rooms and machinery spaces. Elevator machine 
rooms and machinery spaces shall be enclosed with fire barriers 
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constructed in acco rdance wi th Section 707 or horizontal assemblies 
constructed in accordance with Section 7 121 or both. The fire-resistance 
rating shall not be less than the required rating of the hoistway enclosure 
served by the machinery. Openings in the fire barrie rs shall be protected 
with assemblies having a [ire protect ion rating not less than that required 
for the hoistway enc.Josure doors. Storage shall not be permi tted wi thin 
the elevator machine room. The bui lding owner shall provide permanent 
approved signagc at each entry door 10 Ihe elevator machine room stating 
·'Elevator Machinery - No Storage Allowed.·· 

Exceptions: 

1. Where machine rooms and machinery spaces do not abut and have 
no openings to the hoistway enclosure they serve the fire barriers 
constructed in acco rdance with Section 707 or horizontal 
assemblies constructed in accordance with Seclion 712. or both, 
shall be permitted to be reduced 10 a I-hour fire-resistance raling . 

2. In buildings four stories or less above grade plane when machine 
room and machinery spaces do not abu t and have no openings to 
the hoistway enclosure they serve, the machine room and 
machinery spaces are not required to be fire-resistance rated. 

3006.6 Shunt trip. Where elevator hoislways or elevator machine rooms 
containing elevator control equipment are protected with automatic 
sprinklers1 a means installed in accordance with NFPA 72, Section 6. 16.41 
Elevator Shutdown, shall be provided to disconnect automatically the 
main line power supply to the affected elevator prior to the application of 
water. This means shall not be self- resett ing. The act ivation of sprinkJers 
out side t.he hoistway or machine room shall not disconnect the mai n line 
power supply. 

3006.7 Plumbing systems. Plumbing systems shall not be located In 

elevator equipmenl rooms. 

92. The amendment of Section 3 109.2, ent itled Definition, to read as follows: 

3109.2 Definition. The following words and terms s h all ~ for the purposes 
of this section and ~IS used elsewhere in this code, have the meaning shown 
here in . 

MULTI·UNIT RENTAL COMPLEX is two Or more dwelling units in 
one or more buildings thai are under common ownership, managed by the 
same owner, managing agent, or management company, and located on 
the same lot or tract of land or adjacem lOIS or tracts of land. The term 
includes a condominium project. The term does not include: 
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(A) A facili ty primarily renting rooms to overnight guests; or 

(8) A single-famil y home or adjacent single-family homes that are not 
pari of a condominium project. 

POOL DECK is a Oat walking surface consisting of wood, stone. brick, 
concrete or other similar material located v.ti thin fi ve feet (5 ') of the 
water's edge of a swimming pool or spa. 

PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION is an associ"tion of property 
owners for a residential subdivision, condominium, cooperative, 
townhouse project. or other project involving res idential dwellings. 

SELF-CLOSING GATE is :.l gate, which closes or shuts automaticall y, 
without the aid of human, electrical , solar or baltery power after being 
opened. 

SELF·CLOSING AND SELF· LATCHING DEVICE is a device that 
causes a gate to automaticall y close and latch without human, electr ical, 
solar or batt ery power. 

93. The amendment of Section 3J09.3. entitled Public Swimming Pools , to 
read as follows: 

3109.3 Public Swimming Pools. Public swimming pools (pools not 
accessory 10 a 1- or 2-family dwelling) shall be complctely enclosed by a 
fence that complies with Ihe HealLh and Sanitati on Chapter, Article VII. 
Public Swimming Pool , Scction 7.01 . 

Q4. The amendment of Section 3 109.4. 1.7, entitled Gates., by the add ition of 
an Exception to read as follows: 

EXCEPTION: Driveway access gates across a paved or improved 
surface intended for regular ve hicle access shall not be located in a 
swimming pool barrie r. 

95. The amendment of Section 3401.4, entit1ed Alternative Compliance., IS 

amended to read as follows: 

3401.4 Alternative compliance. Work perfonned in accordance with the 
11llematiomd Existing Buildi"g Code shall be deemed to comply with the 
provisions of Ihis chapter only with the prior approval o f the bllilding 
official. 

(30) 



96. The add it ion of Section 3401.5 , enti tl ed Group R-2 Fire alarms .. to read as 
follows: 

3401.5 Group R-2 Fire alarms. A fire alarm syslem shall be installed to 
ex is ting Group R-2 occupancies morc than three stories in height or with 
more than 16 dwelling units or s leeping un its, where the lo tal building 
remodel o r renovation in iti ated after November 2005 exceeds 30% of the 
building. When cumulati ve complex remodel o r expansion exceeds 50%. 
the complex must comply with in 18 months of penmit application. 

Exceptions: 

I. Where each living uni t is separated from other con tinuous living 
un its by fi re barriers hav ing a fire-resistance raling o r not less than 
0.75 hour, and where each living unit has e ither its own 
independent exi t or its own independent stairway or ra mp 
discharg ing at grade. 

2. A separate fire alarm system is nOl required in buildings thal are 
equipped tluoughou l with an approved supervised automatic 
sprink ler system ins talled in accordance with Sect ion 903.3.1.1 or 
903.3. 1.2 and having a local alarm to notify all occupants. 

3. A fire alann system is no t required in buildings that do not have 
imerior corridors serv ing dwe ll ing units and are protected by an 
approved automatic sprinkler system install ed in accordance w ith 
Sections 903.3.1.1 or 903.3. 1.2, prov ided that dwell ing units e ithe r 
have a means of egress door opening directly to an ex terio r ex it 
access that leads directl y 10 IJle ex its or are served by open-ended 
corridors des igned in accordance with Section 1022.6. Exception 
4. 

97. The amendment of Sect ion 34 12.2 entitled Applicabili ty., to read as 
fo llows: 

3412.2 Applicability. St ru ct'Ures ex is ting prior to June 6, 196 1, in w hich 
there is work involving additions, alterations or changes of occupancy 
shall be made to compl y w ith the requirements of this sect ion or the 
provisions o f Sections 3403 through 3409. The provis ions in Sections 
3412.2. 1 through 341 2.2.5 shall apply to existing occupancies that will 
continue to be, or are proposed 10 be, in Groups A, B, E. F, M, R, S and U. 
These provisions shall not apply to bui ldings with occupancies in Group H 
or I. 
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Further, Article I, Section 1.04, Subsection (0), IS hereby amended so Ihat 
hereafter said subsection shall read as follows : 

D. The amendmeDI of the following LR.C. provisions: 

I. The amendment of Section R 'I 0 1.1, entitled Title,. to read as follows: 

RIOl.1 Title. These provisions shall be known as the Residential Code 
for One- and Two-family Dwellings of the Ci ty of Arlington. Texas, and 
shall be cited as such and wi ll be referred to herein as "this code." 

2. The amendment of Section R 102.4., entitled Referenced codes and 
standards., to read as fo llows: 

RI02.4 Referenced codes and standards. The codes, when specifica ll y 
adopted, and standards referenced in Ihis code shall be considered part of 
the requirements of th is code to the prescribed extent of each such 
reference. Whenever amendments have been adopted to the referenced 
codes and standards, each reference to sa id code and standards shaLl be 
considered to reference the amendments as well. Any refe rence made to 
NFPA 70, or ICC Electrical Code shall mean the Electrical Code as 
adopted. 

Where differences occur between provisions of this code and referenced 
codes and standards, the provisions of this code shall app ly. 

EXCEYl'lON: Where enforcement of a code provision would violate the 
conditions of the listing of the equipment or appliance. the conditions of 
the li st ing and manufacturer's inst ruct ions shall appl y. 

3. The amendment of Sect ion R114, entitled STOP WORK ORDER, to read 
as follows: 

R114 STOP WORK ORDER 

R114.1 Stop Work Order. Whenever any work is being done contrary 
to the provis ions of this Code, the Building Official may order the work 
stopped by notice in writing served on any persons engaged in the do ing 
or causing such work to be done. Any such person shall forthwith stop 
such work until: 

a. He or she is authorized by the Building Official to proceed with the 
work; or 
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b. An appeal perfected pursuant to Section 2.06 of Art icle II has 
resulted in a waiver of the condition causing the slap order, or a 
finding that there is no cause for a stop order. 

Failure to stop such work, in addition to penalties and remedies elsewhere 
sct forth, shall vo id any appeal. 

4. The amendment of Section R202, entitled Definitions.. to rev ise the 
definition of "Townhouse" and add the definitions of "Glazing Area", 
"Reclaimed Water". and "Shall" to read as follows: 

GLAZING AREA. Total area of the glazed fenestration measured using 
the rough opening and including sash, curbing or other framing elements 
that enclose conditioned space. Glazing area includes the area of glazed 
fenestrat ion assemblies in walls bounding conditioned basements . For 
doors where the dayl ight opening area is less that 50 percent of the door 
area, the glazing area is the day light opening area. For all other doors, the 
glazing area is the rough opening area for the door including the door and 
the frame. 

RECLAIMED WATER or "Recycled Water" means domestic or 
municipal wastewater which has been treated to a quality suitable Ja r 
beneficial use. Reclaimed or recycled water is non-potable wate r. 

SHALL, as it applies 10 an act or dut y to be performed by the Building 
Official pursuant to any section of this Building Code, is discre tionary. Its 
use in all other applications in this Code shall be mandatory. 

TOWNHOUSE. A single-famil y dwelling unit constructed in a group of 
attached units separated by prope rty lines in which each unit ex tends from 
foundation 10 roof and with yard or public way on at least two sides. 

5. The amendmem of table R30 1.2(l), emitJed Cl imatic and Geographic 
Design Cri te ria, to fill in as follows: 

GROUND WIND DESIG N SEISMIC 
SNOW 

SPEED' (mph) Topograph ic Effectsk DESIGN 
LOAD CATEGORY' 

5 Ib/ft' 
90 (3-sec-

gust)!76 fastest No A 
miJe 
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6. The amendment of Section R301.2.4 , Floodplain const ruction., to read as 
fo llows: 

R301.2.4 Construction in flood hazard areas. Permits for the 
const ru ct ion. reconstruction, rehabilitation , add ition or other 
improvements shall be pe rfo rmed in accordance with the provisions of 
SECTION 16 12 FLOOD LOADS of Ihe [n le rnalional Building Code , as 
amended. 

7. T he amendment of Section R302. 1, entitled Ex terio r walls., by adding 
Exception #6, 10 read as fo llows: 

6. Opcn metal carpon structures may be constructed within ze ro (0) 
feet of the property line without fire-resis tive o r opening projection 
when the location of such is approved as required by o ther C ity 
o rd immces. 

8 , The amendment of Section R302,2, entitled Townhouses. , 10 read as 
fo llows: 

R302.2 Townhouses. Each townhouse shall be considered a separate 
building and shall be separated by fire-resis tancc-ralcd wa ll assemblies 
mee ting the requirements of Section R302,1 for ex terio r walls. 

Excep tions: A common 2-hour fire- resistance-rated wall , or one-hour 
fire resistance rated wall assembl y when protected by an approved fire 
sprinkler system, tes ted in accordance with ASTME 11 9 or UL 263 is 
pennilled fo r townhouses if such wa ll s do not conta in plumbing or 
mechanical equipment. duels or venls in the cav ity of the common wall. 
The wa ll shall be rated for fire exposure from both s ides and shall ex tend 
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to and be tight against exter ior wall s and the unders ide of the roof 
Sheathing. Electrical install at ions shaJl be installed in accordance- w ith 
Chapters 34 through 43. Penetra tions of electrica l outlet boxes shall be in 
accordance with Section R302.4. 

9. The amendment of Seclion R302.2.4. entitJed Structural independence .• to 
read as follows: 

R302.2.4 Structural independence. Each individual townhouse shall be 
srructura lly independent . 

Exceptions: 

1. Foundations support ing exterior walls or common walls. 

2. Structural roof and wall sheathing from each unit may fasten to the 
common wall framing. 

3. Nonstructural wall and roof coverings. 

4. Flashing 1.11 terminat ion of roof covering over common wa ll . 

5. Townhouses separated by a COmmon L - or 2-hour fire-resistance · 
rated wall as provided in Section R302.2. 

to. The add ition of Except ion #3 10 Section R302.3. en titled Two-familv 
dwellings., to read as followS: 

3. Two·famil y dwelling units that are also divided by a property line 
through the st ructure shall be separated as required for townhouses. 

11. The amendment of Section R302.S.2, entitled Duct penetration., to read as 
follows: 

RJ02.S.2 Duct penetration. Ducts in the garage and ducts penetrating 
the wall s or ceilings separating the dwelling from the garage shal l be 
constructed of a minimum No. 26 gage (0.48 mm) sheet steel or other 
approved material and shall have no openings into the ga rage and shall be 
pro tected as required by Section 302. 11 , Item 4. 

12. The amendment of Section R302.5.3 . entitled Other penetrations., to read 
as follows: 

RJ02.S.3 Other penetrations. 
required in Section R302.6 shall 
R302.1l , Item 4. 
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13. The amendment of Sect ion R302.7. entitled Under sta ir protection. , to 
read as follows: 

R302.7 Under stair protection. Enclosed access ible space under sta irs 
sha ll have walls. under stair surface and any soffi ts protected on the 
enclosed side with 5/8·inch ( L5.8 mm) fire·rated gypsum board or one· 
hour fire· resist ive construction. 

14. The amendment of the exceptions to Section R303.3, en titled Bathrooms., 
to read as fo llows: 

Exception: The glazed areas shall not be required where artificial 
light and a mechanical ventilation system, complying with one of 
the following, arc provided. 

1. The minimum ventilation rates shall be 50 cfm (24 lis) for 
intermittent vent il ation or 20 cfOl (10 lis) for continuous 
ventilation. Ventilation air from the space shaU be 
exhausted directl y to the outside. 

2. Bathrooms that contain only a water closet. a lavatory, or 
water closet and a lavatory may be venti lated with an 
approved mechanical recirculating fan or similar device 
designed to remove odors from the air. 

15. The amendment of SECTION R313, entitled AUTOMATIC FIRE 
SPRINKLER SYSTEMS, to read as follows: 

SECTION R313 
AUTOMATIC FIRE SPRINKLER SYSTEMS 

R313.J DeSign and installation. Automatic fire sprinkler systems, when 
installed and/or repaired , sball comply with Section 903.3 of Ihe 2009 
Edition of Ihe lnternational Building Code as adopted. 

l6. The amendment of Section R315 .2, entitled Where required in existing 
dwellings., to read as foll ows: 

R31S.2 Where required in existing dwellings. Where work requiring a 
building permit for an addition or an alteration to an existing structure that 
has an attached garage or in existing structure within which fuel· fired 
appliances ex ist, carbon monoxide alarms shall be provided in accordance 
with Section R3 15.1. 
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17. The addition ofSeetion R315.4, entitl ed Power source., to read as follows: 

R315.4 Power source. Carbon monoxide alarms shall receive their 
primary power from the building wiring when such wir ing is served [rom 
a commercial source, and when primary power is interrupted, shall receive 
power from a batte ry. Wiring shaH be permanent and without a 
disconnecting switch other than those required for over current protection. 

Exception: Hard-wiring of carbon monoxide alarms in existing areas shall 
not be required where the addition or alterations do not result in the 
removal of interior wall or cei ling finishes exposing the structure, unless 
there is an attiC, crawl space or basement ava ilable which could provide 
access for hard wiring and interconnecljon without the removal of inte rior 
fini shes. 

18. The amendment of SECfION R322, entitled FLOOD RESISTANT 
CONSTRUCfION, to read as foll ows: 

SECTION R322 
FLOOD RESISTANT CONSTRUCTION 

R322.1 General. Construction in fl ood hazard areas. Permits for the 
construction , reconstruct ion, rehabilitation. add ition or o ther 
improvements shall be performed in accordance with the provisions of 
SECTION 1612 FLOOD LOADS of the loternational Building Code, as 
amended. 

{The remaillder oj rhis Sectioll is delered ill its elllirety} 

19. The amendment of Sect ion R401.2 , entitl ed Requirements. , 10 read as 
follows: 

R401.2 Requirements. Foundation construction shall be capable of 
accommodating all loads according to Section R30 I and of transmitting 
the resulting loads to the supporting soil. Fill soi ls that support footings 
and foundations shall be designed , insta ll ed and tested in accordance with 
accepted enginee ring practice. Grave l fill used as footings for wood and 
precast concrete found at ions shall comply with Section R403. 

Foundations for the construction of new 1- and 2-family homes aJld 
foundations for additions to ex isting 1- and 2-family homes shall be 
designed by an engineer licensed by the State of Texas. 

20. The amendment of Section R602.6.1, entitled Drilling and notching of top 
plate. , to read as follows: 
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R602.6.1 Drilling and notching of top plate. When pipi ng or ductwork 
is placed in or partl y in an ex terior wall or inlerior load-bearing wall , 
necess itating Gutting, drilling or notching of the top plate by more than 50 
percent of its width , a galvan ized metal tie not less than 0.054 inch th ick 
(1.37 mm) (16 Ga) and 5 inches (127 mm) wide shall be fastened across 
and to the plate at each side of the opening with not less than eight IOd 
(0.148 inch diameter) having a minimum length of 1 Yl inches (38 mm) at 
each side or equi valent. Fasteners wiJ I be offset to prevent splitting of the 
lOp plate material. The melal lie must extend a minimum of 6 inches past 
the opening. See figu re R602.6. 1. 

21. The amendment of Figu re R602.6:1, entitled TOP PLATE FRAM ING TO 
ACCOMMODATE PIPING, to appear as follows: 

HOTCH ~TtR THoYt 60 
P£ACEHf OF tl1EPLATl WI)TH 

f'IGIomE RI02 , 1 

16 GAGE (0.054 IN.) AND S IN. WIDE 
METAL TIE FASTENeD ACROSS AND 
TO ruE PLATE AT EACH SlOE Of THE 
NOTCH WITH 8-10tl NAILS EACH SIDE 

l OP PVJt '-RAAIlNO TO .t.CCOMUOOATE PIPING 

22. The amendment of Section R703.7.4.1. entitled Size and spacing., 10 add a 
second paragraph to read as follows: 
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For 2.67 square feet (0.248 m2) of wall area , the fo llowing dimensions 
shall be adhered to: 
1. When ties are placed on studs 16" o.c., they s hall be spaced no 

further apart than 24" vert ically start ing approx imately 12" from 
the foundation. 

2. When ties are placed on studs 24" o.c. , they shall be spaced no 
furt her apart than 16" ve rtica ll y start ing approximately 8" (rom the 
fou nda tion. 

23. T he amendmen t of Section R902.1, ent itled Roofing covering materials., 
to read as follows: 

R902.1 Roofing covering materials. Roofs shall be covered wi th 
mate rials as sc i forth in Sections R904 and R905. Class A, B or C roofing 
shall be installed. Classes A, B and C roofing required by this section to be 
listed shall be tested in accordance with UL 790 or ASTM E 108. 

Exceptions: 

I. Class A roof assembl ies include those wi th coverings of bri ck. 
masonry and exposed concre te roof deck. 

2. Class A roof assemblies also include ferrous or copper shingles or 
sheets, metaJ sheets and shingles, clay or concrele roof tile, or s late 
installed on noncombustible decks. 

3. Non-classified roof cove ri ngs shall be pennitted on one-story 
detached accessory structures used as tool and storage sheds, 
playhouses and similar uses, prov ided the floor area does not 
exceed 100 square reet. 

The delet ion of Sect ions R903.5. R903.5 .1 and R903.5.2 in their 
entiret ies. 

25 . The delet ion of Figure 903.5, en titled HAlL EXPOSURE MAP. 

26. The amendment of Section R907.1 , enti tled General. . to add a sentence to 
read as fo llows: 

All individua l replacement shingles or shakes shall comply with Section 
R902. 1. 

27. The deletion of Section ROO7.3 paragraph #4. 

28. The amendment of CHAPTER 11 , ent itled ENERGY EFFICIENCY to 
read as fo llows: 

(39) 



SECTION NI 101 
GENERAL 

N 1101 .1 Scope. This chapler regulates the energy efficiency for the 
design and construction of buildings regulated by thi s code. 

Exception: Portions of the building envelope thaI do nOI enclose 
conditioned space . 

N 1101.2 Compliance. Compliance shall be demonstrated by meeling the 
requireme nts of the Internationa l Energy Conservat ion Code. 

29. The amendment of Section M 1305.1.3, entitled Appliances in attics., 10 

read as follows: 

MI30S.1.3 Appliances in attics. Attics containing appliances requiring 
access sha ll be provided with an opening and a clear and unobstructed 
passageway large enough to allow removal of the largest appliance. bUI 
not less than 30 inches (762 mm) high and 22 inches (559 mm) wide and 
not more than 20 feel (6096 mm) in length when measured along the 
centerline of the passageway from the opening to the app lizUlce. The 
passageway shall have cont inuous, unobstructed so lid flooring not less 
than 24 inches (610 mm) wide. A level service space at least 30 inches 
(762 mm) deep and 30 inches (762 mm) wide shali be present along ali 
sides of the appliance where access is req uired. The clear access opening 
dimensions shall be a minimum of 20 inches by 30 inches (508 mm by 
762 mm), or larger where such dimensions are nol large enough to allow 
removal of the largest appl iance. As a minimum, access to the attic space 
shall be provided by one of the following: 

I. A permanent stai r. 
2. A pull down stair with a muumum 300 Ib (136 kg) 

capacity. 
3. An access door from an upper floor level. 

Exceptions: 

I. The passageway and level service space arc not required where the 
appliance can be serviced and re moved through the required 
opening. 

2. Where the passageway is unobstructed and not less than 6 feet 
(1829 mm) high and 22 inches (559 mm) wide for its enti re length, 
the passageway shali be not more than 50 reet (15 250 mm) long. 
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30. The amendment of Section MI305.1.3.1, entitled Electrical requirements., 
to add a sentence to read as follows: 

Low vo ltage w iring of 50 Volts or less shall be installed in a manner 10 

prevent physical damage. 

31. The amendment of Section M1305.1.4.1, entit led Ground clearance., to 
read as fo llows: 

M130S.1.4.1 Ground clearance. Appliances supported from the ground 
shall be level and firml y supported on a concrete slab or other approved 
material extending above the adjoining grade a minimum of 3 inches (76 
mm). Appliances suspended from the floor shall have a clearance of not 
less than 6 inches (152 mm) above the ground. 

32. The amendment of Section M 1305. I .4.3, en titled Electrical requirements., 
to add a sentence to read as follows: 

Low voltage wiring of 50 Volts or less shall be installed in a manne r t.o 
prevent physical damage. 

33. The amendment of Sect ion M1307.3.1 , entitled Protect ion hom impac\., 
by deleting it in its enti rety. 

34. The amendment of Section M 1411.3, entitl ed Condensate d isposaL, to 
read as follows: 

M1411.3 Condensate disposal. Condensate from all cooling coi ls and 
evaporators shall be conveyed from the drain pan out let to a sanitary sewer 
through a trap. by means of a direct or indirect drain. Condensate shall not 
discharge in a publicly exposed area such as into a street, alley. sidewalk 
or other areas so as to cause a nuisance. 

Exceptions: 

1. Condensate may disc.harge d irectly to a roof drain that connects to 
an underground storm sewer system, 

2. Condensate may discharge d irectly onto roofs covered wi th 
membrane type roof coverings where the condensate will drain to a 
roof drain that connects to an underground storm sewer system, 

3. Condensate may di sCharge to a landscaped area containing flowers 
and other bedding plants' o ther than turf. There must be five square 
fee t of landscaped area for each ton of refrigeration, or 
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4. Condensate may discharge to a French drain consist ing of a pit 
excavated below grade that is not less than 24 inches (610 mm) in 
any dimension. The pit shall be filled with coarse gravel and the 
dra inpipe shall ex tend into the pit and be securely anchored. A 
single drain sh.1I1 not receive the condensate di scharge of morc 
than 10 tons nominal of combined cooling capacity. The pit shall 
be covered with sad after inspection. The French drain shall no! be 
located so that it will receive direct discharge from a roof or 
downspout. 

3S. The amendment of Section M IS02.4.1, entit led Materi al and size., to read 
as fo llows: 

MlS02.4.1 Material and size. Exhaust ducts shall have a smooth 
interior finish and shall be constructed of metal a minimum 0.016- inch 
(O.4mm) thick. The exhaust ducl size shall be 4 inches ( 102 mm) nom inaJ 
in diameter. The size o f duct shall not be reduced along its developed 
length or at the point of te rmination. 

36. The amendment ofSeet-ion M1502.4.4. 1, entitled Specified length., to read 
as follows: 

MlS02.4.4.1 Specified length. The maximum length of the e.xhaust duct 
shall be 3S feet (10668 mm) from the connect ion to the transition duct 
from the appliance to the outlet tenninal. Where fi ttings are used, the 
max imum length of the exhaust duct shall be reduced in accordance with 
Table MIS02.4.4.l. 

37. The deletion of Section M IS02.4.4.2, ManufaclUrer's inst ructions. 

38. The deletion of Section MI 502.4.5, Length identification. 

39. The delet ion of the except ion to Sect ion M1 S02.4.6, Exhaust duct 
requi red. 

40. The amendment of Section M200S.2, entitled Prohibited locations. , to read 
as follows: 

M200S.2 Prohibited locations. Fuel-fired water heaters shall not be 
installed in a room used as a storage closet. Water heaters located in a 
bedroom or bathroom shaH be installed in a sealed enclosure so that 
combustion air will not be taken [rom the living space. Access to such 
enclosure may be from the bedroom or bathroom when through a solid 
door, weather-stripped in acco rdance with the ex terior doo r air leakage 
requirements of the I f/temarionlll Energy ConservlItiOIl Code and 
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equipped wi th an approved self-closing device. Direct-vent water heaters 
are not requi red to be installed within an enclosure. 

4 1. The amendment of Sect ion 024 12.5 (401.5), entit.l ed Identificat ion. , to 
add a second paragraph to read as follows: 

Both ends of each sect ion of medi um pressure corruga ted stainless stee l 
tubing (CSST) shall identify it!) operating gas pressure with an approved 
tag. The tags are to be composed of aluminum or stai nless steel and the 
fo llowing wording shall be stamped into the tag: 

"WARNING 
Vl to 5 psi gas pressure 
Do Not Remove" 

42. The amendment of Section G2413.3 (402.3), enti tled Sizing .. 10 add an 
exception to read as follows : 

EXCEPTION, Corrugated stainless steel tubing (CSST) shall be a 
mi nimum of 1f2". 

43. The addition of Section G24J5.5. 1 (404.5.1), entit led Additional 
protection of CSST piping., to read as follows: 

G2415.5.1 (404.5.1) Additional protection of CSST p'pong. Where 
Corrugated Stainless Steel Tubing (CSST) piping is installed in eXle rior 
waH cavities, insulated wall cavit ies and/or insulated roof/ce iling 
assemblies, the CSST piping must be protected for its entire length with 
flex ible metal conduit (per the UL-l Standard or its equivalent), Schedule 
40 steel pipe, o r. approved strike plates. The additional proteclion must 
extend a minimum of 18 inches (457.2 mm) beyond where the CSST 
piping exits the wall cavi ties and/or the roof/ceil ing assemblies. 

44. The amendment of Section G24 15. 10 (404.10). entitled Minimum burial 
depth., to read as foll ows: 

G24l5.10 (404.10) Minimum burial depth. Underground p'pong 
systems shall be installed a minimum deplh of 18 inches (458 mOl) below 
grade. 

45 . The amendment of Swion G24 15.1O.1 (404.10.1). ent itled Individual 
outs ide appliances., by deleting it in its entirety. 

46. The amendment of Sect ion G24"17. 1 (406:1). entitl ed GeneraL, to read as 
follows: 
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G2417.1 (406.1) General. Prior to acceptance and init ial operation. all 
piping installat ions shall be inspected and pressure tested to determ ine that 
the materials, design, fabrication , and instaUation practices comply with 
the requirements of thi s code. The perm it holder shall make the applicable 
tests prescribed in Sections 2417.1.1 through 24 17.7.5 to dctennine 
compliance with the provisions of this code. The perm it holder shall give 
reasonable advance notice to the code official when the piping system is 
ready for testing. The equipment , material, power and labor necessary for 
the inspect ions and test shall be furnished by the permit holder and the 
pemli l holder shall be responsible for determining that the work wi ll 
withstand the test pressure prescribed in the rollowing teSls. 

47. The amendment of Seclion 02417.4 (406.4), entitled Test pressure 
measurements., to read as fo llows: 

G24 17.4 (406.4) Test pressure measurement. Test pressure sha ll be 
measured with a manometer or with a pressure·measuring dev ice designed 
and cal ibrated 10 read, record, or indicate a pressure loss caused by 
leakage during the pressure lest period. The source of pressure shall be 
isolated before the pressure tests are made. For tests requiring a pressure 
up to 5 psig, diaphram gauges sha ll utilize a dial with a se t hand, 1/10 
pound incremenlation and pressure range not 10 exceed 15 psi. For tests 
requ iring a pressure over 5 psig and up to 10 psig, diaphram gauges sball 
uti li ze a dial with a set hand, a minimum of 2/10 pound incrementation 
and a pressure range not to exceed 30 psi. 

48. The amendment of Section G24 17.4.2 (406.4.2), entitled Test duration., to 
read as follows: 

G2417.4.2 (406.4.2) Test duration . Test duration shall be held for a 
length of lime satisfactory to the Code Official, but in no case for less than 
ten (10) minutes. 

49. The add ition of Section 02420.1.4. entitled Valves in CSST installations. , 
10 read as fo llows: 

G2420.1.4 Valves in CSST installations. Shutoff valves installed with 
corrugated stainless steel (CSST) piping systems shall be supported w ith 
an lIpproved tcmlination fi tti ng, or equivalent support. suitable for the size 
of the valves, of adequate strength and qual ity, and located at intervals so 
as to prevent or damp out excessive vibration but in no case greater than 
12-i nches from the center of the valve. Supports shall be instal led so as 
not to interfere with the free expansion and contraction of the system's 
piping, fittings. and valves between anchors. All valves and supports shall 
be des igned and installed so they will not be disengaged by movement of 
the support ing piping. 
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50. The amendment of Sect ion G2421.1 (410.1), entitl ed Pressure regulato rs., 
to add a second paragraph and an exception to read as follows: 

Access to regulators shall comply with the requirements for access to 
appliances as specified in Seclion M l305. 

EXCEPTION: A passageway or level service space is not required when 
the regulator is capable of being serviced and removed through the 
requ ired aLlic open ing. 

51. The amendment of Secl ion G2422.1.2.3 (41 1.1.3.3), enlilled Prohibiled 
locations and penetrations., is amended by deleting exception #4. 

52. The amendment of Section G2439.5 (613.6), entitled Clothes dryer ducts., 
to add a sentence to read as follows: 

The size of duct s hall not be reduced along its developed length nor at the 
poim of term ination. 

53. The de lelion of Seclion G2439.5.5.2 (614.6.5.2), enli lled Manufacturer 's 
instructions. , in its en tirety. 

54. The delelion of Seclion G2439.5 .6 (614.6.5), enlilled Lenglh 
identification. , in its entirety. 

55. The delelion of Ihe exceplion 10 G2439.5.7 (614.6.6), enlilled Exhaust 
duct requ ired. 

56. The amendment of Section P2503.8.2, entitled Testing., to read as follows: 

P2503.8.2 Testing. Reduced pressure principle backflow prevcnters, 
double check valve assemblies , double-detector check valve assemblies 
and pressure vacuum breaker assembles shall be tested at the time of 
installation, immediately after repairs or relocation at regular intervals as 
required by applicab le state or local provisions. 

57. The add ilion of Section P2603.6.1 . ent itled Sewer depth., to read as 
follows: 

P2603.6.1 Sewer depth. Building sewers shall be a minimum of 12 
inches (304 mm) below grade. 

58. The amendment of Section P2801.6. entitled Water heaters installed In 

garages., to add an exception to read as follows: 
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EXCEJYflON: Elevation of the ignition source is not requ ired for water 
heaters that are listed as fl ammable vapor resis tant and for install ation 
without elevation. 

59. The amendment of Section P2803.6.1, e ntitled Requirements for discharge 
~., by adding item #J4 to read as fo llows: 

14. When discharging outside the building, the point of discharge shaH 
be with the end of the pipe not more than two (2) fect (6 IO mm) 
nor less than six (6) inches (152 mm) above the ground. 

60. The amendment of Section P2902.5.3, entitl ed Ltwn irr igat ion systems, (0 

read as [ollows: 

P2902.5.3 Lawn irrigation systems. The potable wate r supply system to 
lawn irrigat ion systems shall be protected as provided for in the Irrigation 
Chapter. 

61. The amendment of Section P300S.2.6. entitled Base of Stacks. , to read as 
follows: 

P300S.2.6 Upper Terminal. Each horizon tal drain shall be provided 
with a cleanout at it s upper term inal. 

Exception: C1eanouts may be omiued on a horizontal drain less 
than five (5) feet (1524 mm) in length unless such line is serving sinks or 
urina ls. 

62. The deletion of Section P3 111 , COMBINATIO N WASTE AND VENT 
SYSTEM it its entirely. 

63. The amendme nt of Section P3112.2, ent itled Vent connect ion. , including 
the lit le, to read as follows: 

1)3112.2 Installalion. Traps for is land sinks and sim ilar equipment shall 
be roughed in above the floor and may be vented by extending the vent as 
high as possib le, but not Jess than the drainboard height and then returning 
it downward and connect ing it io the horizontaJ s ink drain immediately 
downstream (rom the vertical fi xture drain. The re turn vent shall be 
connected to the-horizontal drain th rough a wye·bra nch fitting and shall , in 
add ition. be provided with a fOOl vent taken off the vert ical lixture ve nt by 
means of a wye·branch immediately below the floor (tnd extending to the 
nearest partition and then through the roof to the open air or may be 
connected [0 other vents at a point not less than s ix (6) inches (152 mm) 
above the Oood level rim of the fixtures seJVed. Drainage fittings shall be 
used on all parts of the vent below the floor level and a minimum slope of 
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one-quarter (1/4) inch per foot (20.9 mmlm) back to the drain shall be 
maintained. The return bend used unde r the drainboard shall be a one (1) 
piece fitting or an assembl y of a forty~five (45) degree (0.79 radius). a 
ninety (90) degree (1.6 rad ius) and a forty-five (45) degree (0.79 radius) 
elbow in the order named. Pipe siz ing shall be as elsewhere required in 
this Code. The island sink dra in , upstream of the relurn vent, shall serve 
no olher fix tures. An accessible cleanout shall be installed in the ve rtical 
portion of the fool vent. 

64. The deletion of Sect ion P3112.3, emitied Vent installation below Ihe 
fi xture naed level rim. , in its entirety. 

65. The amendment of Appendix G, enti tled SWIMMING POOLS. SPAS 
AND HOT TUBS, to rcad as fo llows: 

APPENDIXG 
SWIMM]NG POOLS, SPAS AND HOT TUBS 

SECI'ION AG ]01 
GENERAL 

AG lOI.1 Gener.)!. The provisions of this appendix shall contro l the 
design and construction of swimming pools, spas and hm tubs installed in 
or on the lot of a one· and two·family dwelling. 

SECTION AG 102 
PERMlTS AND INSPECTIONS 

AG 102.1 Permit Required. A permi t shall be requi red to construct 
and/or erect a swimming pool. A permi t may only be issued to a registrant 
as set oul in Article IV of the Construct ion Chapter. 

AG 102.2 Submittal required. An applicat ion for a permit to cons truct 
andlor erect a swimming pool shall be accompanjed by the following: 

L Two (2) si Le plans indicating the location of the proposed 
swimming pool and the associated swimming pool decks on the 101 

thai have been stamped by the electrical service provider, 
2. lot grading plans, including surface drain inlets and discharges, 

for both before and after construction, 
3. The plans for pool barrier compliance, and 
4, Any add itional information that may be required by the Building 

Official. 

AG 102.3 Inspection required. After an application for a permit to 
construct and/or erect a swimming pool bas been issued in accordance 
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with Article IV of the Construct ion Chapter, the following inspectjons are 
required as a minimum as appl icable: 

1. Belly steel inspection, 
2. Electrical bonding inspection, 
2.1. Pool entrapment protect ion system, 
3. Underground electr ical inspect ion, 
4. Underground plumbing and gas piping inspection, and 
5. Final inspect ion to include verification of swimming pool barrier 

compliance (prior to plastering the swimming pool). 

AG 102.4 Lot grading and surface drainage. The construction and/or 
erection of a swimming pool may nOI alter the lot grading or drainage 
patterns intended by the lot's approved grading plan and/or the 
subdi vision's approved grading and drainage plans . The point o f 
discharge of collected surface drains and rain gU llers may not ex it onto 
adjacent properties as a concentrated poinl of discharge. 

AG 102.5 It shaH be unlawful for the registrant to pennit or cause the 
swimming pool to be filled wi th wa ter before the ex istence of a lawful 
swimming pool barrier is inspected and approved. 

SECTION AG 103 
DEFINITIONS 

AG 103,l General. For the purposes of these requirements. the tenns 
used shall be defined as fo llows and as set forth in Chapter 2. 

ABOVE·GROUND/ON·GROUND POOL. See "Swimming pool." 

BARRIER. A fence, wall , building wall or combinat ion thereof wh ich 
completely surrounds the swimming pool and obstructs access to the 
swimming pool . 

HOT TUB. See "Swimm ing pool. " 

IN·GROUND POOL. See "Swimming pool. " 

POOL DECK. A Oat walking surface consisting of wood, stone. brick, 
concre te or other similar materialloci:l tcd wifhin 5 feet (1524 mm) of the 
water's edge of a swimming pool. 

RESIDENTIAL. That which is situated on the premises of a detached 
one- or tWO-family dwelling or a one-fami.ly townhouse not more than 
three stories in height. 
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SELF-CLOSING GATE. A gate which closes or shuts automaticall y 
without the aid of human, electrica l. solar or bauery power after being 
opened. 

SELF-CLOSING AND SELF-LATCHING DEVICE. A device that 
causes a gale 10 automatically close and latch without human, electricaL 
solar or battery power. 

SPA, NON PORTABLE. See ··Swimming pool." 

SPA, PORTABLE. A nonpermanent structure intended for recreational 
bathing, in which all controls, water.heat ing and water-circulating 
equipment are an integral part of the product. 

SWIMMING POOL. Any structure intended for swimming or 
recreational bathing that contains waler over 24 inches (6 JO mm) deep. 
This includes in-ground, above-ground and on-ground swimming pools, 
hal tubs and spas. 

SWIMMING POOL, INDOOR. A swimming pool which is totally 
contained within a structure and surrounded 011 all four sides by waJ ls of 
said structure. 

SWIMMING POOL, OUTDOOR. Any swimming pool which is not an 
indoor pool. 

SECTION AG 104 
SWIMMING POOLS 

AG 104.1 In-ground pools. In-ground pools shall be des igned and 
constructed in conformance with ANSI/NS PI-5 as listed in Section 
AGL08. 

AG 104.2 Above-ground and on-ground pools. Above-ground and on­
ground pools shall be designed and constructed in conformance with 
ANSVNSPI-4 as listed in Section AGI08. 

SECTION AG lOS 
SPAS AND HOT TUBS 

AG 105.1 Permanentl y installed spas and hot tubs. Permanently installed 
spas and hOI tubs shaH be des igned and constructed in conformance with 
ANSVNSPI -3 as li sted in Section AG 108. 
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AG 105.2 Portable spas and hal tubs. Portab le spas and hot tubs shall be 
designed and cons tructed in conformance with ANSIINSPI-6 as listed in 
Section AG108. 

SECTION AG 106 
BARRIER REQUIREMENTS 

AG 106.1 Applicat ion. The provisions of this chapte r shaH conlrol the 
des ign of barriers for residential swimming pools, spas and hot tubs. 
These des ign controls are intended to provide protect ion aga inst potential 
drownings and near-drownings by restricting access to swimming pools, 
spas and hot tubs. 

AG 106.2 Outdoor swimming pool. An ou tdoor swimming pool, 
including an in-ground, above-ground or on-ground pool, hoI tub or spa 
shall be provided with a barrier which shall comply with the following: 

L The top of the barrier shall be at least 48 inches (1219 mm) above 
grade measured on the side of the barrier which faces away from 
the swimming pool. The maximum vert ica l clearance between 
grade and the bottom of the barrier shall be 2 inches (5 1 mm) 
measured on the side of the barrier which faces away from the 
swimming pool. Where the top of the pool structure is above 
grade, such as an above-ground pool, the barrier may be at ground 
level, such as the pool structure, or mounted on top of the pool 
structure. Where the barrier is mounted on top of the pool 
structure, the maximum vert ica l clearance between the top of the 
pool struciure and the bottom of the barri er shall be 4 inches (102 
mm). 

2. Openings in the barrier shall not allow passage of a 4- inch­
diameter (102 mm) sphere. 

3. Solid barriers which do not have openings, such as a masonry or 
stone wall, shall not conta in indentations or protrusions except for 
normal construction tolerances and tooled masonry joints. 

4. Where the barrier is composed of horizontal and ve rtical members 
and the distance between the tops of the horizonta l members is less 
than 45 inches (1143 mm), the horizontal members shal l be located 
on the swimming pool side of the fence. Spacing between vertica l 
members sha'lI not exceed 1.75 inches (44 mm) in width. Where. 
there are deco rative cu tou ts within vertical members, spacing 
within the cutouts shall not exceed 1.75 inches (44 mm) in width. 
EXCEPTION: When the horizontal members are part of a fence 
that is at least 6 fect ( 1829 mm) in height, the horizontal members 
need not be on the pool side o f the barrier. 

5. Where the barrier is composed of horizontal and vert ical members 
and the di stance between the tops of the horizontal members is 45 
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inches (1143 mm) or more, spac ing between vertica l members 
shall not exceed 4 inches (102 mm). Where the re are decorat ive 
cutouts within vertical members, spac ing with in the cutouts shall 
not exceed 1.75 inches (44 mm) in width. 

6. Maximum mesh size fo r chain link fences shall be a 1.25~ inch (32 
mm) square unless the fence is provided with slats fastened at the 
top or the bottom which reduce the openings to not more than "1 .75 
inches (44 mm). 

7. Where the barr ier is composed o f diagonal members, such as a 
lattice fence, the maximum opening formed by the diagonal 
members shall not be more than 1.75 inches (44 mm). 

8. Access gates shall comply with the requ irements of Section AG 
'] 06.2, Items 1 through 7, and shall be equipped to accommodate a 
locking device. Pedestrian access gates shall open outward away 
from the pool and shall be sel f~closing and have a se lf-latching 
device. Gates other than pedestrian access gates shall have a self­
latch ing device. Where the release mechanism of tbe se lf-latching 
device is located less than 54 inches (1372 mm) from the bottom of 
the gate, the release mechanism and openings shall comply with 
the fo llowing: 
8.1. The release mechan ism shall be located on the pooL side of 

the gate at least 3 inches (76 mm) below the top of the gate, 
and 

8.2. The gate and barrier shaH have no opening greate r than 0.5 
inch (12.7 mm) with in 18 inches (457 mm) of the release 
mechanism. 

8.3. Driveway access gates across a paved or improved surface 
intended for regular vehicle access sha ll not be located in a 
swimming pool barrier. 

9. Whe re a wa ll of a dwell ing serves as part of the barrier one of the 
follow ing conditions shall be met: 
9.1. AJI doors wi th direct access to the pool through that wall 

shall be equipped with an alarm which produces an aud ible 
warn ing when the door and its screen, if present, are 
opened. The alarm shall sound continuously for u 
min imum of 30 seconds immediate ly after the door is 
opened and be capable of being heard throughout the house 
during normal household activities. The alarm shall 
automaticall y reset under all conditions. The alarm system 
shall be equipped wi th a manual means, such as touchpad 
or switch, to temporar il y deactivate the alarm for a single 
opening. Such deactivation shall last for not more than 15 
seconds. The deactjvat ion switch(es) shall be located at 
least 54 inches (1372 mm) above the threshold of the door; 
or 
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9.2. Other means of protection, such as self-closing doors with 
self-latching devices, which are approved by the governing 
body, shall be acceptable so long as the degree of 
protection afforded is not less than the protection afforded 
by Item 9.1 described above. 

10. Where an above-ground pool structure is used as a barrier or where 
the barri er is mounted on top of the pool structure and the means of 
access is a ladder or sleps, lhen: 
10.1. The ladder or steps shall be capable of being secured, 

locked or removed to prevent access, or 
10.2. The ladder or steps shall be surrounded by a barrier wh ich 

meets the requirements of Sect ion AG 106.2, Items 1 
through 9. When the ladder or steps are secured, locked or 
removed, any opening created shall not allow the passage 
of a 4-inch-diameter (102 mm) sphere. 

AG 106.3 Indoor swimming pool. All wall s surrounding an indoor 
swimming pool shall comply with Section AG 106.2, Item 9. 

AG 106.4 Prohibited locat ions. Barriers shall be loca ted so as to prohibit 
permanent structures. equipment or similar Objects from being used to 
climb the barriers. 

AG 106.5 Barrier except ions. Spas or hot tubs with a safely cover which 
complies with ASTM F 1346, as li sted in Section AG 108, shall be exempt 
from the provisions of Ihis appendix. 

SECTION AG 107 
ENTRAPMENT PROTECTION FOR SWIMMING POOL AND 

SPA SUCTION OUTLETS 

AG 107.l.Genera l. Suction outlets shaJi be designed and insta ll ed In 

accordance with ANSI/APSP-7. 

AG 108.1 Genera l. 

SECTION AG 108 
ABBREVIATIONS 

ANSI-American National Standards Inst itute, 11 West 42nd Street, New 
York, NY 10036 

ASTM-Ame rican Society for Testing and Materials, 1916 Race St reet, 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
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NSPI-Nationai Spa and Pool Institute, 2111 Eisenhower Avenue, 
Alexandria, VA 223 14 

AG 109.1 General . 

ANSIINSPI 

SECTION AG 109 
STANDARDS 

ANSVNSPI·3 Standard for Permanently Installed Residential SpasAG 105.1 

ANSI/NSPI-4 Standard for Above-ground/On-ground Residential 
Swimming Paols ........ ........ ... ... .. .................................................... AG 104.2 

ANSIINSPI-5 Standard for Residenlial ln-ground Swimming Pools.AG 104.1 

ANS IINSPI·6 Standard for Residential Portable Spas ................... AG 105.2 

ASME/ANSI 
112.19.8-2007 Suction Fittings for Use in Swimming Pools, Wading 
Pools, Spas, Hot Tubs and Whirlpool Bat hing 
Appliances ... . . . ....... . .... ........... . .. .................. .. . . ........ . ....... . AG I 
07.1 

ANSI/APSP-7-06 Standard for Suct ion Entrapment Avoidance in 
Swimming Pools, Wading Pools, Spas, Hot Tubs and Catch 
Basins ................................................... AG 107.1 

ASTM 

ASTM F 1346-91 Standard Performance Specifications for Safety Covers 
and Labeling Requirements for All Covers for Swimming Pools, Spas and 
Hot Tubs ..... .... .. ..... .... ................................................... AG 105.2, AG 105.5 

Further, Art icle I, Section l.04 , Subsection (E), is hereby amended so that 
hereafter said subsection shall read as foll ows: 

E. The amendment of the follow ing I.E.C.C. provisions: 

1. The amendment of Section 10 1.1 , entitled Title., to read as follows: 
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101.1 Title. This code shall be know n as the International Energy 
Conservat ion Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, and shall be cited as 
such. It is referred to here in as "thi s code." 

2. The amendment of Section 10] .4.2. Historic bui ldings., to read ilS follows: 

101.4.2 Historic buildings. Any building or structu re that is li sted in the 
State of National Register of Historic Places; designated as a historic 
property under local or stale designat ion law or survey; ce rtified as a 
contribu ting resource with a NationaJ Register listed or locall y designated 
historic dist rict; or with an opinion or cert ificat ion that the prope rl y is 
eligible to be lis ted on the National or State Registers of Historic places 
either ind ividually or as a contribut ing bui lding to a historic district by the 
State Historic Preservat ion Officer or the Keeper of the National Register 
of Historic Places, shall comply with all of the provisions of this code. 

Exception: Whenever a provision or provisions shall invalidate or 
jeopardize the histori cal des ignation or list ing, that provision or provisions 
may be exempted. 

3. The addition of Section 102.1.2, entit led Alte rnati ve compliance., to read 
as fo llows: 

Alternative compliance. A building certified by a national, state, or local 
accredi ted energy efficiency program and determined by the Energy 
Systems Laborato ry to be in compliance with the energy effic iency 
requi rements of this section may, at the option of the Code Official , be 
considered in compliance. The United States Environmental Protection 
Agency's Energy Star Program certification of energy code equivalency 
shall be considered in compliance. 

4. The amendment of Section 202, GENERAL DEFINITIONS, by the 
addition of the fo llowing defin it ion: 

G LAZING AREA. Total area of the glazed fe nestration measured using 
the rough opening and including sash, curbing or o ther framing elements 
that enclose condi tioned space. Glazing area includes the area of glazed 
fenestration assembl ies in wall s bounding conditioned basements . For 
doors where the dayl ight opening area is less that 50 percent of the door 
area, the glazing area is the daylight opening area. For a ll other doors, the 
glazing area is the rough opening area for the door including the door and 
the frame. 

5. The amendment of Section 301. enti tled CLIMATE ZONES/ to read as 
fo llows: 
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SECTION 301 
CLIMATE ZONES 

301.1 General. The Ci ty of Arlington, Texas is designated as Climate 
Zone 3 - A (Moist)IWarm and humid. 

6. The amendment of Section 401.2, entitled Compliance., to read as fo llows: 

401.2 Compliance. Projects shall comply wi th Sections 401, 402.4, 
402.5, and 403 .1. 403.2.2, 403.2.3, and 403.3 through 403 .9 (referred to as 
the mandatory provisions) and either: 

I. Sections 402.1 th rough 402.3. 403.2.1 and 404.1 (prescriptive) and 
the use of Tables 402.] .1 and 402.1.3 are limi ted to a maximum 
glazing area of 15% window arca to fl oor area ratio; or 

2. Section 405 (performance). 

I. The addition of Sect ion 401.2.1, entitled Compliance software tooL, to 
read as follows: 

401.2.1. Compliance softwa re tools. Software tools used to demonstrate 
energy code compliance that are deemed acceptable by the building 
ofliciaL The PNL program REScheck™ is not acceptable fo r residential 
compliance. 

Exception: The PNL program REScheck™, UA Alternate compliance 
approach method may be used when the compliance ce rtificate 
demonst ra tes that the maximum glazing area does not exceed 15% of the 
conditioned floor area. 

8. The amendmen t of Table 402.1.1 , entitl ed INSULATION AND 
FENESTRATION REQUIREMENTS BY COMPONENT, by adding 
footnotes I and rn to read as follows: 

I. Any glaz ing facing within 45 degrees of true north is exempt from 
the minimum SHOe requirement. 

m. Any glazing facing withi n 45 degrees of true south which is shaded 
along its fu ll width by a permanent overhang with a project ion 
factor of 0.3 or greater is exempt from the minimum SHGC 
requi rement. 

9. The amendment of Sect ion 402. 1.4, entitled Total UA alte rnative., to read 
as follows: 
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402.1.4 Total UA alternative. If the total building thermal enve lope UA 
(sum of U -factor limes assembly area) is less than or equal to the total VA 
resulting from using the U -facto rs in Table 402.1.3 (multiplied by the 
same assembly area as in the proposed building), the building shall be 
considered in compliance with Table 402. 1.1. The UA calculation shall be 
done using a method consistent with the ASHRAE Handbook of 
Fundamentals and shall include the thermal bridging effects of frarnjng 
materials. The SHOe requirements shall be met in addi tion 10 UA 
compliance. The use of Table 402.1.3 is limited to a maximum glazing 
are or 15% window area to floor area ratio. 

10. The addition of Seclion 402.2 .1 2, entitled Insulation installed in wall s., to 
read as foll ow: 

402.2.12. Insulation installed in walls. Insulation balts installed in w alls 
shaU be totall y surrounded by an enclosure on all sides consisting of 
framing lumber, gypsum, sheathing, wood structural panel sheathing or 
o ther equivalent material approved by the building official. 

11. The amendment of Section 402.4.2. 1, Testing option., to read as follows: 

402.4.2.1 Testing option. Building envelope ti ghtness and insulation 
installation shall be considered acceptable when tested air leakage is less 
ihan seven air changes per hour (ACH) when tested with a blower door at 
a pressure of 33.5 psf (50 Pa). Testing shall occ ur after rough in and after 
install ation of penetrations of the building envelope, including 
penetrations for utiJi ties, plumbing, electrical, ventil ation and combustion 
appliances. 

During testing: 

1. Exterior windows and doors, fireplace and stove doors shall be 
closed, but not sealed: 

2. Dampers shall be closed, but not sealed, including exhaust, intake, 
makeup air, backdraft and flue dampers; 

3. Interior doors shall be open; 

4. Exterior openings for continuous ventil ation systems and heat 
recovery ventilators shall be closed and sealed; 

5. Heating and cooling syslem(s) shall be turned offj 

6. HV AC ducts shall not be scaled; and 
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7. Supply and return registers shall not be sealed. 

Testing may only be performed by individuals that are certified HERS 
Raters or Rating Fie ld lnspectors by RES NET or Performance 
Verification Technicians, or other certifications as may be approved by the 
building official. The cerlified individuals must be an independent th ird­
party entity, and may not be employed; or have any financial interest in 
the company thaI const ructs the structure. 

12. The amendment of Section 403.2.2, Sealing (Mandatory). , to add 
paragraph #3 to read as follows: 

3. Testing may only be perfonned by individuals that are certifi ed 
HERS Raters or Rating Fie ld Inspectors by RES NET or 
Performance Verification Technicians, or otber certifications as 
may be approved by the bui lding official. The certified individuals 
must be an independent third-party ent ity, and may not be 
employed; or have any financial interest in the company that 
installed the duct system. 

13. The amendment of Section 405.4.1, entitled Compliance software IDOls., 
to read as fo llows: 

405.4.1 Compliance software tools. Documentation verifying that the 
methods and accuracy of the compliance software tools conform to the 
provisions of this section shall be provided to the code official. 

RR ""E G 7'M'( h d ' "'hhU'd em ate , nergy (luge w en use lfl conjUnctIOn Wit t e mte 
Stales Environmental Protect ion Agency's Energy Star Program 
cert ification of energy code equivalency), and the imernarional Code 
CalclIlator (IC3) are deemed acceptable perfonnance simulation 
programs. 

14. The addition of Section 502.2.S, entitled Insulation installed in wa ll s., 10 

read as follows: 

502.2.S. Insulation installed in walls. Tnsulation baits installed in walls 
shall be totally su rrounded by an enclosure on all sides consisting of 
framing lumber, gypsum, sheathing, wood structural panel sbeathing or 
other equivalent material approved by the bui lding official. 

IS , The amendment of Table 505,6,2(1), entitl ed EXTERIOR LIGHTING 
ZONES, to read as fo llows: 
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TABLE 505.6.2(1) 
EXTERIOR LIGHTI NG ZONES I.' 

LIGHTING ZONE DESCRIPTION 
j A-Agricultural and E-Estatc Districts and 

park areaS 
Residential and mullifamily zoning 
districts, 
O-Office. 

2 NS-Neigbborhood Services, 
CS-Community Services, light 

industrial with limited nighttime use and 
residential mixed use areas 

3 B-Business 
LI-Light Industrial 
IM-lndustr ial Manufacturing 

4 Non-Residential zoning d istricts in the ED-
Enterta inment District Overlay 

The hghlmg zone references the zomng dlstnct c1asstficallOfl as sel forth In the Zonlllg 
Ordinance. 
2 The lighting zone for mixed use districts may be. determined by the building official on 
a case by case basis. 

Further, Article I, Section 1.05, Adopt ion of Appendices, is hereby amended so 
that hereafte r said section sha ll read as follows: 

Section 1.05 Adoption of Appendices 

The following refe renced provisions of the 1.B.c., LR.C. and I.E.C.C. annexed 
hereto as append ices, the same being ei ther attached hereto or incorporated herein by 
reference, are made a part of this Building Code. 

Appendix A. Only Appendix C, entitled GROUP U-AGRICULTURAL 
BUILDINGS; of the Appendix to the Internat iona l Building Code, 2009 Edition. 

All other Chapters of said Appendix to the 1.8.c. are hereby omitted from this 
Building Code. 

Appendix B. Only Appendix G, entitled SWIMMING POOLS, SPAS AND HOT 
TUBS, as amended, of the Appendix to the International Residential Code. 2009 
Edition. 

All other Chapters of said Appendix to the I.R.C. are hereby omitted from this 
BuiJ ding Code. 
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Further, Article IV, Registration, Perm its and Inspections, Section 4.01 , 
Registration, Subsection (F), is hereby amended by the addition of Subsect ions (5) - (7), 
so that hereafter said subsections shall read as fo llows: 

5. Failure of a registered contractor to secure pennits prior to commencement 
of work necess itatLng such permit. 

6. Failure of a registered contractor to request all inspect ions as may be 
established by the Construction Chapter. 

7. Fai lure of a registered contractor to provide the BuiJ ding Official accurate 
revis ions of registration information. including any change of address or 
telephone number and/or licensees. 

Further, Article IV, Section 4.01, is hereby amended by the amendment of 
Subsection (H), so that hereafter said subsect ion shall read as follows: 

H. Suspension or Revocation Hearing. In considering charges under this article 
regarding suspension or revocation of a registration, the Building Code Board of 
Appeals shall proceed upon sworn infomlation furnished it by any person or upon 
information provided by the Building Official. Such information sball be in 
wri ting and shall be du ly verified by the person famil iar with the allegations 
made. The Board shall make an order setting the matter for hearing al a specified 
time and place, and the Secretary of the Board shall cause a copy of the Board's 
order and of the sworn information to be served upon the Registrant by reg istered 
mail at least fifteen (15) days before the date sel for the hearing. The Registrant 
may appear in person or by counsel at the time and place named in the order and 
present a defense to the Board. The City Attorney for the City of Arlington shall 
provide counsel for the Board. If the Registrant fails or refuses to appear, the 
Board may proceed to hear and determine the charge in the registran t's absence. 
If the registrant pleads guilty or if, upon a hearing, the Board finds any of the 
Charges to be true, it may enter an order suspending or revoking the certifica te of 
registration. Fa il ure to properl y perfect an appeal in a court of competent 
juriSdiction wi thin len (10) days of receipt of the Board's decision shall render the 
Board's decision final. Suspension or revocation of a registration result ing from a 
decisio n of tbe Board shull preclude the Registrant from securing a permit for 
work controlled by that registra tion in the City of Arlington or from becoming so 
registe red under any different identification as long as the suspension or 
revocation is in effect. 

Further, Article IV, Section 4.02, is hereby amended so lhat hereafter said section 
shall read as follows: 

(59) 



Section 4.02 Commercial Site Phm and Permits Required 

A. It shall be unJawful for any Regist rant or perso.n withDut first obtaining a separate 
building permit for such work from the Building Official: 

I. to erect, CDnstruct, enlarge, alter, repair. move, improve, remove, convert 
or demDlish any bui lding or structure; 

EXCEPTION: see exceplions in paragraphs Band C below. 

2. to install , en large Dr repair any fence; 

EXCEPTION: Repair or replacement of fencing where not less than 50% 
of one side of the fence is being repa ired and/or replaced. 

3. to' erect, alter a sign, including the copy face or lette ring of any sign, e ither 
by changing the message or by renovating an existing message-, or e rect 
any sign or sign structure; 

EXCEPTIO N: Changing a changeable copy message or a message center 
sign message; general maintenance such as repainting the same message 
or changing the face of a Sign permitted as an off-site advertising sign; 

4. to reroof any building or structure; 

5. to excavate, grade, or fill property, or cause the same to be done; 

EXCEPTION: Excavation for construct ion of a structure permilled under 
th is code; Refuse disposal sites controlled by other regulations; 
Excavations for wells, or trenches for utilities; Mining, qua.rrying, 
excavating, processing or stockpiling rock, sand , gravel, aggregate or clay 
controlled by other regulat ions, provided such operations do not affect the 
lateral support or, or significantly increase stresses in , so il on adjoining 
properties; or, Exploratory excavations performed under the direction of a 
registered design professional. 

Separate permits are required for electrical . plumbing and mechanical work as sct 
forth in the Electrical , Mechanical and Plumbing Chapters o f this Code. 

B. Pennits shall not be requ ired for the following items. Exemption from permit 
requirements of this code shall not be deemed to grant authorization for any work 
to be done in any manner in violation of the provisions of th is code or any other 
laws or ordinances. 

1. Retaining walls that are not over 4 feet (1219 mm) in developed height at 
any point when measured fro m the bottom of the footing La the top of the 
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wall. unless supporting a surcharge or imposed load or impounding Class 
I, JI or lOA liquids. See Article I of this Chapter regarding "ti ered" 
retaining walls. 

2. Pain ting, papering, tiling, carpeting, cabinets, counter tops and similar 
finish work. 

3. Swings and other playground equipment. 

4. Prefabricated inflatable swimming pools that are less than 24 inches (610 
IUrn) deep. 

5. Window awnings supported by an ex terior wall which do not project more 
than 54 inches (1372 mm) from the exterior wall and do not require 
additional support. 

fi. Flatwork (pedestrian sidewalks, ve hicle parking and maneuvering areas) 
on private property. 

7. Replacement of siding mate rials wi th materials of similar character. The 
installat ion of siding systems such as, but not necessari ly lim ited to. stucco 
and Exterior Insulation and Finish Systems, requi re a penni!. 

8. Nonfixed and movable fixtures, cases, racks, counters and partitions not 
over 5 feet 9 incbes (1753 mm) in height. 

9. Shade cloth structures constructed for nursery or agricultural purposes. 

C. For I -and 2-famil y structures only regulated by the l.R.C. , permits shall not be 
required for the following items. Exemption from permit requi rements of this 
code shall not be deemed to grant authorization for any work to be done in any 
manner in violation of the provisions of this code or any other laws or ordinances. 

L Building: 

a. One-story detached accessory structures used as tooJ and storage 
sbeds and similar uses, provided the iloor area does nol exceed 100 
square feet (9.29 m2

). 

2. Electrical: 

a. Listed cord-and-plug connected temporary decorative lighti ng. 

b. Reinstallation of attachment plug receptacles but not the ou tlets 
thereof. 
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c. Replacement of branch circuit over current devices of the required 
capacity in the same location. 

d. Electrical wiring, devices, app liances, apparatus or equipment 
operating as less than 25 volts and not capable of supplying more 
that 50 walts of energy. 

e. Minor repair work, including the replacement of lamps or the 
connection of approved portable electrical equipment to approved 
permanently installed receptacles. 

2. Plumbing 

a. Portable heating, cooking or clotbes drying appliances. 

b. Replacement of any minor part that does not alter approval of 
equipment or make such equipment unsafe. 

c. Ponablc-fuel-ce ll appliances that are not connected to a fixed 
piping system and are not interconnected to a power grid. 

d. The stopping of leaks in drains, water, soil , waste or vent pipe; 
provided, however, that if any concealed trap, drainpipe, water, 
so il , wasted or vent pipe becomes defective and it becomes 
necessary to remove and replace the same with new material, such 
work shall be considered as new work and a permit shall be 
obtained and inspect ion made as provided in this code . 

e. The clearing of stoppages or the repairing of leaks in pipes, va lves 
or fi xtures, and the removal and reinstallation of water closets, 
provided such repairs do not involve or require the replacement or 
rearrangement of va lves, pipes or fixtures. 

3. Mechanical 

a. Portable heating appliances. 

b. Portable venti lation appliances. 

c. Portable cooling units. 

d. Steam, hot- or chilled-water p iping wi thin any heat ing or cooling 
equipment regu lated by this code. 

e. Replacement of any minor part that does not alter approval of 
equipment or make such equipment unsafe. 
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f. Portable evaporative coolers. 

g. Self-contained refrigeration systems containing 10 pounds (4.54 
kg) or less of refri gerant or that are actuated by motors o f L 
horsepower (746 W) or less. 

h. Portable-fuel-cc ll appliances that are not connected to a f ixed 
piping system and are not interconnected to a power grid. 

D. Emergency Repairs. Where equi pment replacements and repairs must be 
perfonned in an emergency situation, the penni! application shall be submitted 
within the nex t working day to the building official. 

E. For other than 1 and 2 family dwellings, approva l of a Commercial Site Plan is 
required prior to filing the application for a bui lding penn it. Two copies of the 
"Accepted for Const rue·ti on" Commercial Site Plan shall be submit1ed WiOl each 
application for a bui lding permit for the fo llowing wo rk categories: 

I. The construct ion of a new building, 

2. The construct ion of an addition to an existing building. 

3. The grading, excavation or filling of a parcel when such work is not 
included in the scope of an issued building permit. 

F. A Commercial Site Plan shall demonstrate compliance wi th the applicable -zoning, 
environmental, fire and engineering regulations specific to the proposed projecl. 

O. A permit shall be issued only to a Registrant meeting the conditions of Section 
4.01 above, and only after a.1I other requirements defined in th is arLicl e have been 
accompl ished. 

Further, Article IV, Section 4.03, Applicat ion for Permit, Subsection (E) , is 
hereby amended so that hereafter sa id section shall read as follows: 

E. SLaie the fair market construclion valuation of the proposed work; 

Further. Article IV, Section 4.04, Plans and Specifications, Subsection (8), is 
hereby amended so thai hereafter said section shall read as fo llows: 

B. Plans and specificat ions shall be drawn to scale and shall be of sufficient clarit y to 
indicate the nature and extent of the work proposed and show in deta il that il wiU 
conform to the provisions of Ihis Building Code and all o ther relevant laws, 
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ordinances, ru les and regulat ions. The first sheet of each set of plans shaH give 
the building and streer address where the work is to be performed and the name 
and address of the owner and person who prepared sa id plans. Plans shall include 
a plot piau showing the location of the proposed building and of every ex isting 
building on the property. In li eu of detailed specifications, the Building Official 
may approve references on the plans to a specific sect ion or part of this Build ing 
Code or other ordinances or laws. The construction documents shall also be in 
conformance with the following: 

(1) Means of egress. The construction documents shall show in sufficient 
detail the locat ion, constructi on. size and character of all portions of the 
means of egress in compliance with the provisions of this code. 1n o lher 
than occupancies in Groups R-2, R-3, and 1-1 , the construct ion documents 
shall designate the number of occupants to be accommodated on every 
fl oor, and in all rooms and spaces. 

(2) Exterior wall envelope. Construction documents fo r all buildings shall 
describe the exterior waU envelope in sufficient detail to determine 
compliance with this code. The construction documents shall provide 
detail s of the ex terior wall envelope as requ ired, includ ing flashing, 
intersections with dissimilar material s, corners. end detail s, conlrol joints, 
intersect ions at roof, eaves or parapets, means of drainage, water-resistive 
membrane and details around openings. 

The const ruction documents shall include manufacturer's installation 
instructions that provide supporting documentat ion that the proposed 
penetrat ion and opening details described in the construction documents 
maintain the weather resistance of the exterior wall enve lope . The 
supporting documentation shall fully describe. the exterior wall system 
which was tested, where applicable, as well as the test procedure used. 

(3) Demolition permits. In the case of proposed demolition, the si te plan 
shall show construction to be demolished and the locat ion and size of 
existing structures and construction that are to remain on the site or plot 

Further, Article rv, Section 4.05, Building Permits Issued , is hereby amended so 
that hereafter said section shall read as follows: 

A. The Build ing Official shall examine or cause to be examined the appl ication, 
plans and specifications filed by an applicant for a permi t shall be reviewed. Such 
plans may al so be reviewed by other departments of the City of Arlington 10 

check compliance with the laws and ordinances under their jurisdiction, including 
but not limited to review by the Engineering, Fire, Community Services. 
Community Development and Plann ing, and the Publ ic Works and Transportation 
Department of the City of Arlington to ensure compliance with lhe Traffi c Study 
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Prov isions adopted by resolution of the City Council. If the Building Official 
finds that the work described in an applica tion for pe rmit and the plans filed 
therewith conform to the requirements of thi s Bui lding Code and othe r pertinent 
laws and that the permil fee has been paid, a permit shall be issued. 

EXCEYfION: Except by specific approval by the Building Official or an 
authorized representative, a permit shall nol be issued in a deve lopment where the 
construction of stree ts, drainage, water. sewer and other such public improvement 
fac ilities have not been completed and accepted by the City of Arlington. 

In li eu of the plan review performed by the Bui ld ing Official , the owner o f a 
property may choose to contract with a Thi rd Party Provider that is prope rl y 
registered with the City for plan review. Plan rev iews performed by Third Party 
Organiza tions are subject 10 the te rms of tJle program as authorized by resolution 
of the City Council of the City of Arlington . 

B. Approval of construction documents. When the building offic ial issues a 
permit , the construction documents shall be approved, in writing or by stamp, as; 

"CITY OF ARLINGTON APPROVED PLANS. These plans must 
be kept on the job site and be available at the inspector's request. 
Changes to these plans must be approved in the same manner as 
these plans we re approved" 

One set of construction documents so rev iewed shall be retained by the building 
official. The o ther set shall be returned to the applicant, shall be kept at the site of 
work and shall be open to inspect jon by the bui lding official or a dul y authorized 
represe ntative. 

C. Accepted plans and speCifications shall not be Changed , modified o r alte red 
without written authorization from the Bu ilding O fficial , and all work shall be 
done in accordance with the plans. 

D. The Building Official may issue a penn it for the construction of part of a building 
or structure before the entire plans and specifica tions for the w hole building or 
s tructure have been submitted or approved, provided adequate informat ion and 
detailed s tatements have been fil ed complying with all pertinent requirements of 
this Building Code. The holder of such permit shall proceed a l pe rsona] risk 
without assurance that the permi t for the entire building or st ructure wiJI be 
granted . 

Deferred submi ttals. 
For the purposes o f thi s section, deferred submittals are defined as those portions 
of Ihe design that are not submitted to the building offici al at the time of the 
application and that are 10 be submitted to the building offi cial within a specified 
period. 
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Deferred submittals shall have the prior approval of the building offi cial. The 
registered design profess ional in responsib le charge shall list the deferred 
submittals on the construction doculllcnts for rev iew by the bu ild ing official. 

Documents for deferred submjttal it ems shall be submitted to the registered 
des ign professional in responsible charge who shall review them and forward 
them to the bui lding o ffi cial with a notat ion indicating that the deferred submittal 
documents have been reviewed and found to be in general confomumce to the 
design of the building. The deferred submittal items shall not bc inslalled unti l the 
deferre·d submittal documents have been approved by the bui lding o ffic ial . 

E. Upon issuance of a buil ding permit, the Building Official will issue a Building 
Penn it represent ing that a permit has been issued. The Bui lding Permit s ha ll 
contain the address and legal description of the location, the name of the general 
contractor and a descript ion of the work The Bu ilding Permit shall be posted on 
the job location at all times during the lime the build ing permit is valid and may 
not be removed until such time that the Building Official issues a final approval. 
The Building Permit shall be posted in front of the building so thai il is visib le 
from the addressed street or [ire lane at all times. Work may be ordered 10 stop 
when such Building Permit is not displayed in accordance with this sect ion. 

Further, Art icle IV, Seclion 4.12, Refunds, is hereby amended so that the first 
paragraph of said sect ion shall read as follows : 

There shall be no refund of any plans review fee. A permit fce may be. refunded 
only upon the following: 

Further, Art icle IV, Section 4.12, Subsection (D), is hereby amended so that 
hereafter said subsect ion shall read as fo llows: 

D. When the refund is requested in writing with in 90 days of the date of payment. 

Further, Article IV, Sect ion 4.13, Subsection CAl, is hereby amended so that 
hereafter said subsection shall read as fo llows: 

A. General. All consLIuction or work fo r which a permit is required shall be 
subject to inspection by the Building Offic ial, and certain types of construction 
may have continuous inspection by special inspectors as specified in Section 4 . 14 
below. 
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A survey of the lot may be required by the Building Official to verify compliance 
of the structure with approved plans. It shall be the duty of the pennittee to cause 
the work to be access ible and exposed for inspection purposes. 

EXCEPTION: The owner of a property may choose to contract with a Third 
PDrty Provider that is properly registered with the City for inspections. 
Inspections perfonncd by Third Party Organ izations are subject to the terms of the 
program as authorized by reso lution of the City Council of the City of Arlington. 
A Third Parry Provider shall not be aut horized to grant fina l approval or grant a 
Certificate of Occupancy. 

Furrher, Article IV, Seclion 4.13, Subsection (C), IS hereby amended so that 
hereafter said subsection shall read as follows: 

c. Required Inspections. It shall be the dUly of the bolder of the building permit or 
their dul y authorized agent io not ify the building official when work is ready fo r 
inspection. It shall be the duty of the permit holde r to provide access to and means 
for inspections of such work that are required by this code. 

Work sha ll not be done beyond the point indicated in each successive inspection 
without first obtaining Ihe approval of the building official. The building official, 
upon notification , shall make the requested inspect ions and shall either indicate 
the portion of the construction that is satisfactory as completed, or not ify the 
permit holder or hi s or her age nt wherein the same fails to comply with this code. 
Any portions that do nOI comply shall be corrected and such portion shall not be 
covered or conceaJed unt il authorized by the building official. 

Tbe Building Official, upon notification fTom the permit holder or an authorized 
agent, shall make the following inspect ions and shall either approve that portion 
of the construction as completed or shall notify the permit holder or an authorized 
age nt in what respects the same fai ls to comply with this Building Code: 

1. Footing and foundat ion inspections. Footing and foundation inspections 
shall be made after excavations for footings arc complete and any required 
reinforcing steel is in place. For concrete founda tions, any requi red forms 
shall be in place prior to inspection. Materials for the foundat ion shall be 
on the job, except where concrete is ready mixed in accordance with 
ASTM C 94, the Concrete need no t be on the job. 

2. Concrete slab and under·floor inspection. Concrete slab and under· floor 
inspections shall be made after in-slab o r under-floor reinforcing stee l and 
building service equipment, condu it, piping accessories and othe r ancillary 
equipment items are in place, but before an y concrete is placed o r floor 
sheathing ins talled, including any sub flooring. 
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3. Lowest Ooor elevation . In Oood hazard areas, upon placement of the 
lowest Door, including the basement, and prior to further vertical 
construction, the elevatjon ce rtif ica tion requi.red in Section 1612.5 shall be 
submitted to the bu ilding official. 

4. Frame inspection. Framing inspections shall be made after the roof deck 
or sheathing, aU framing, fireb locking and bracing are in place and pipes, 
chimneys and vents' to be concealed are complete and the rough electrical. 
plumbing, heating wires, pipes and ducts are approved. 

5. Lath and gypsum board inspection. Lath and gypsum board inspections 
shall be made after lat hing and gypsum board, in terior and exterior. is in 
place. but before any plaster ing is applied or gypsum board joints and 
fas teners are taped and finished, 

Exception: Gypsum board thai is nol part of a fire-resistance-rated 
assem bly or a shear assembly. 

6. Fire-resistant penet rat ions. Protection of joints and penetrat ions in fire­
resistance- rated assembl ies shall not be concealed from view until 
inspected and approved. 

7. Energy effi ciency inspections. Inspections shaU be made to determine 
compliance wi th the energy code and shall include, but not be limited 10, 

inspections for: 

a. envelope air leakage and insulation installation and Rand U 
values; 

b. fenestration U values and SHGe values, 

c. duct system sealing and insulation R values; 

d. HVAC and water-heating equipment efficiency. and 

e. Lighting switching and wattage allowances. 

8. Other inspections. In addition to the inspections specified above, the 
building official is au thorized to make or require other inspect ions of any 
construct ion work to ascertain compliance with the provisions of this code 
and other laws that are enforced by the department of building safety. 

9, Special inspections. For special inspections, see Section 1704 of the IBC. 

10. Final inspection. The final inspection shall be made after all work 
required by the buildi ng permit is completed. 
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In the event a court of competem jurisdiction determines that lawfu ll y fil ed deed 
restrictions or lawfu lly filed real prope rty restrict ive covenants on single family 
residential property within the City of Arlington would be violated by the 
construction that is the subject of the final inspection, such court may restrain or 
enjoin the Bui lding Official from completing a final inspection for a period nOl to 
exceed six ty (60) days. 

Further, Article IV, Seclion 4.13, Subsection (D) , is hereby amended so that 
hereafter said subsection shall read as follows: 

D. Other Inspections. In add ition to the required inspect ions specified in 
Subsection (C) above, the Building Official may make or require any other 
inspections of any construction work to ascertain compliance with the provisions 
of th is Building Code and other applicable laws which are enforced by the City of 
Arlington. 

For the purpose of determining compliance with LD.C. , Section 3402 the Building 
Official may cause any structure 10 be reinspected. 

Further, Article IV, Section 4.14, Certificate of Occupancy, Subsection (A), is 
hereby amended so that hereafter sa id subsection shall read as follows: 

A. When required. No premises, building or structu re , except Group R~3 and Group 
U shall be used or occupied until a Certificate of Occupancy has been issued as 
provided herein. A certificate of occupancy is required when: 

1. The initial occupancy of a building or tenant space. 

2. To change the tenancy or tenant of build ing or tenan t space. 

3. To change the name or ownership of a business. 

4. To expand a lease space. 

5. To acqui re a Certificate of Occupancy for a shell bu ildi.ng. A shell 
Certificate of Occupancy shall not permit the use of the structure· for any 
purposes. A shell Certificate of Occupancy is for purposes of utility 
releases for house meters. 

6. To "clean and show" a building or tenant space. A "clean and show" 

certificate of occupancy shall not permit the use of the st ructure with the 
except ion of cleaning and preparing the building or tenant space for 

showing prospective tenants. 
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Further, Article IV, Section 4.14, Subsection (8). IS hereby amended so that 
hereafter sa id subsection shall read as follows: 

B. Change in Usc. Changes in the character of occupancy or use of a bui lding ::.hall 
not be made, except as specified in LB.C., Section 3408. 

Further, Article IV, Section 4.14, Subsection (e), is hereby amended so that 
hereafler su id subsection shall read as follows: 

C. Certificate Issued. The Building Officia l shall issue a Certificate of Occupancy 
upon a finding that the premises complies with the Building Code, provisions of 
lhe "Zoning" Chapter of the Code and aU other applicable development 
rcgu lations of the Ci ty of Arl ington. For new structures or when the occupant is 
of a different character of occupancy or use from the previous certificate holder, 
the Building Inspections Division sha ll make an inspection. Where no change in 
character of occupancy is proposed for a structure previously granted a Certi ficate 
of Occupancy, no inspection is necessary unJess specifica lly requi red by the 
Building Official. In the event that a tenant space is being altered, enlarged or 
reduced in size, or if the Building Official bel ieves that the previous tenant altered 
the space without benefit of permits , an inspection may be required prior to the 
occupancy. Other City departments may require inspections prior to the gran ting 
o f a. Certificate of Occupancy. Issuance of a Cert ificate of Occupancy shall not be 
construed as an approval of a violation of the prov isions of this code or of o ther 
ordinances of the jurisdiction. 

An appl icant for a Sexually Oriented Business as required by the Sexuall y 
Oriented Business Chapler of the City Code must first obtain a Certificate of 
Occupancy for a Sexually Oriented Business from the Building Offic ial. The 
Building Official shall issue or deny a Cert ificate of Occupancy to a Sexually 
Oriented Business not more than sixty (60) business days subsequent to the date 
of the applicant ' s submission of such application 10 the Building Official. Such 
application for a Certificate of Occupancy shall be deemed approved if not 
approved or denied within such Lime period. 

The Certificate of Occupancy shall contain: 

I. Tbe address of the building; 

2. The name of the business locatcd at said premises, building or structure; 

3. The allowable zoning use for which the certificate is issued; 

4. The zoning district in which the use is located; and 

5. Any conditions of the granting of the cert ificate. 
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Further, Article IV, Secfion 4.14, Subsection (F), is hereby amended so that 
herea fter said subsection shall read as follows: 

F. Revocalion. The Building Offic ial may, in wrltmg, suspend or revoke a 
Certifi cate of Occupancy or a temporary Certificate of Occupancy issued under 
the provisions o f this Code whenever the certificate is issued in error, or on the 
basis of incorrect information supplied, or when it is determined that the building 
or structure or portion thereof is in violation of any ordinance or regulat ion or any 
provision of this Code or other provisions of law. Upon suspension or revocation 
of a Certificate of Occupancy, the Building Official shall have the authority to 
di sconnect, or to order the electricity suppl y agency to disconnect, all electric 
service to any premises affected by the revoked or suspended Certificate of 
Occupancy. 

Further, Article VI, Prefabricat ed or Modular Buildings, is hereby amended so 
that hereafter the titl e and Article shall read as follows: 

ARTICLE VI 

MANlJFACTURED HOUSING AND 
INDUSTRIALIZED HOUSING AND BUILDINGS 

Section 6.01 Definitions. The foll owing Icnns shall have the meanings as set forth in 
this section: 

"'Building Officia l" shall mean the legall y designated inspection authorit y of the City or 
his/her authori zed represeniative. 

" City" shall me;]n City of Arlington, Tarrant County, Texas_ 

"HUD-code manufactured home" shall mean a st ructure constructed on or aBer 
June 15, 1976, acco rding to the ru les of the United States Deparlmenl of Housing and 
Urban Development ; built on a permanent chassis; designed for use as a dwelling with or 
without a permanent foundation when the structure is connected 10 the required uti lities; 
transporlable in one or more sectio.nSj and in the trave ling mode, at least eight body feet 
in width or at least 40 body feet in length or, when erected on site , at least 320 square 
fee l. 

HUD-code manufactured home includes the p lwnbing, heat ing, air conditioning, and 
electrical systems of the horne. 

BUD-code manufactu red home does not include a recreational vehicle as defined by 24 
C.F.R. Section 3282.8(g). 
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"I ndustrialized Housing" shall mean u residen tial structure that is des igned for the 
occupancy of onc or more famil ies; constructed in one or more modu les or construc ted 
using one or more modular components built at a location other than the pemlancnl s ite; 
and designed LO be used as a permanent res ident ial structure when tbe module or the 
modular component is transported to the perm fl lleot site and erected or install ed on a 
permanent foundation system. 

Industrialized housing includes the structure's plumbi ng, heating, ai r conditioning, and 
electrical systems. 

Industrial ized hous ing docs not include a residential structure that exceeds th ree stories or 
49 Ieet in height ; housing constructed of a sectional or panelized system that does not use 
a modular component: or a ready-built home constructed in a manner in whjch the entire 
li ving area is contained in a single unit or section at a temporary location for the purpose 
o ( sell ing and moving the home to another location. 

" Industr ia lized Building" shall mean a commercial structure that is constructed in one 
or more modules or constructed usillg one or more modular components bu i.it at a 
location other than Ihe commercial site; and designed to be used as a commercial bu ild ing 
when the modu le or the modu lar component is transported to the commercial site and 
erected or install ed. 

An industrial ized building incl udes the structure's plumbing, heating, air conditioning, 
and electrical systems. 

An industri alized b uilding includes a permanent commercial struct ure and a commercial 
structu re des igned to be transported from one commercial site to another commercial site 
but does not include a commercial structure that exceeds three slories or 49 fee t in height; 
Or a commercial bu ilding or structu re that is installed in a manner other than on a 
permanent foundation; and either not open to the pUblic: or Jess than 1.500 square feeL in 
total area and used other tban as a school or a place of religious worsh ip. 

"Manufactured horne Oi or "manufactured housing " shall mean a HUD-code 
manufactu red home or a mobi le home. 

"Mobile home " shall mean a structure constructed before June 15, ] 976; built on a 
permanent chass is; designed for use as a dwelling with or without a permanent 
foundation when the structure is connected to the requi red utilities; transportable in one 
or more sections; and in the trave ling mode, at least eight body fee t in width or at least 40 
body feet in length or, when erecled on site, at least 320 square fect. 

Mobile home includes the plumbing, heat ing, air conditioning, and electri cal systems of 
the home. 
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Section 6.02 Permits for Industrialized Housine and Buildings 

To erecl or install industrialized housing or industrialized building and before any 
construction may commence a building perm it must first be issued in accordance with the 
provisions of Article IV of this chapter. In add ition (0 the permit requirements of Article 
IV , the building penni t applicat ion must include: 

I. Two (2) complete sets of designs, plans, and specifications bearing the 
Texas Industrialized Building Code Council 's siamp of approval for each 
installation of industria.lized housing or build ing. 

2. Plans that uemonstrate that the industria lized building Or industrialized 
housing be securely fix ed to a permanenl foundation. 

3. Permit appl ications fo r single family or duplex Industrialized Housing 
must include: 

a. Documentation ve rifying !.hat industrialized hOlls iog must have a 
value equal to or greater than the median taxable value for each 
single-fam ily dwelling located within 500 feel of the 101 on which 
the industrialized housing is proposed to be located, as determined 
by the most recent certified tax appraisal roll for Tarrant county: 

b. Plans that demonstrate the exte rior siding, roofing, roofing pitch. 
foundatioll fascia, and fencstmt iol1 is compatible with lhe single­
family dwell ings located with in 500 feel of the lot on which the 
indust ri alized housing is proposed to be loca ted; 

C. Plans that demonstrate compliance wi th the res idential design 
slandard5, bu ilding se tbacks, sicle and rear ya rd offsets, 
architectural landscaping, square fool<lge, and other zoning and si te 
requi rements app licable to one- and two· fam il y dwell ings; and 

d. For purposes of subsection '·a" above, ·'valuc" means the taxab lc 
va lue of the industria lized housing and the lot after installation of 
the housing. 

4. The installation of an industri al ized building or industrial ized housing 
must demonstrate compliance wi th the all land use and zoning 
requirements, commercial design standards, building setback 
requirements, side and rear yard requirements, and all elements of 
Commercial Site PIal! as set forth in Art icle IV of lh is chapter. 

5. Each industrialized modular section or modular componenl must bear a 
decal or insignia as approved by the Texas Industriali zed BuUding Code 
Council. 
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Section 6.03 Per mits for Manufactured Housing. HUD Code Manufactured Homes 
and Mobile Homes 

A. The inslall al jon of a mobile home for use as a dwe ll ing is prohibited. T he 
prohibition is prospect ive and does not apply to a mobi le home prev iously legall y 
pe rmitted by and used as a dwe ll ing in the City. 

B. Where a manufactured home occupies a lo t, the owner of the manufactu red home 
may re move (he manufactured home from its location and place another 
manufactured home on the same property. Tbe replacement manufactured home 
must be a newer manufactured home and must be at leas! as large in li ving space 
as the prior manufac tured home. This replacement is limi ted to a one lime 
replacement. Not more than twe lve. months shall lapse between the lime of tbe 
removal and the time of replacement. It sha ll be the owner's responsibility to 
prove the removal date and the age and size of the removed manufactured home. 

C. An owner shall be allowed to replace a manufac tured home that has been 
destroyed as a result of a fire o r natu ral disaste r. Not more than twelve months 
shall lapse between the time of the removal and the replacement. It shall be the 
owner' s responsibility to prove the date of the fire or natural disaster that 
destroyed the manufactu red home. 

D. An owner shall be granted permiss ion 10 rep lace a mobile home by a HUD-code 
manufactured home. This replacement is limi ted to a one time replacement. Not 
more than twelve months shall lapse between the time of the re moval and the time 
of rep lacement. Tt shall be the owner's responsibility to prove the removal date 
and the age of the removed mobile home. 

E. To install , rep lace. place or set up, any manufactured housing and before any 
related site construction may commence a "Manufactured Home Site Placement 
Review" must fi rst be issued in acco rdance with the permitting provisions of 
Anicle IV of this chapter. A "Manufactured Home Si te Placement Permit" 
application to replace or place manufactured housing for use as a dwe ll ing shall 
be considered to be granted un less the application is denied in writing 
accompanied by the reasons for the de nial not later than the. 45 th day after the 
completed application is received. 

An application for "Manufactured Home Site Placement Pennit" to place 
manufactu red hous ing on any site is subject to the following: 

l. The scope of the "Manufac tured Home Site Placement Pennie shall 
incl ude: 

a. General site preparation wo rk for other than the locali zed site and 
foundation preparation fo r the manufact ured housing uni t. 
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b. Site electrical work and connect ion to the manufactured housing 
unit , 

C. Installation of air conditioning equipment at the site and 
connection to the manufactured housing unit. 

d. The connection to water and sewer services at the site and 
connection to the manufactured housing unit, 

e. The installation of Skirting around and connection to the 
manufactured housing unit if that cost is excluded from the 
insta ll ers cost. 

f. The setbacks from prope ri y lines, 

g. The surface improvement of the drive approaches and internaJ 
driveways, 

h. The setback from any future rights of way based on the 
thoroughfare development plan, 

i. The location of the manufactured housing in regard to easements, 
and 

J. The locat ion of the manufactured in regard to flood plain hazards. 

2. The scope of the "Manufactured Home Site Placement Pennit" shall not 
include the instal lation of the manufactured housi ng unit which includes 
the immediate si te preparation of the manufactured housing unites), the 
foundation system, the joining/connection of the manufactured housing 
units, placement of the manufactured home on the foundation, and tbe 
installat ion of steps or legall y compliant ramps to any exte rior door that 
wi ll be 12 inches or more above ground level. 

3. The transporting and installation of the manu factured housing unit(s) must 
be perfonned by a rela iJer or installer that is licensed by the Texas 
Department of Housing & Community Affairs. Manufacture Housing 
Division. 

4. Tbe "Manufactured Home Site Placement Pennit" may only be issued to a 
retai ler or installer that is licensed by the Texas Department of Housing & 
Community Affairs, Manufacture Housing Division. 

5. Upon application for the "Manufactured Home Site Placement Penni t" the 
owner must pay a fee as established by resolu tion of the City Council. 
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6. The placement or replacement of the manufactured home- is subject to 
inspections as required by the building officiaL 

Section 6.04 Electronic documents requ ired 

Final plans or other documents that will be archived must be submitted in an 
electronic format spec ified by the Director of Community Development and Planning 
("COP Director") as a condit jon to issuance of any type of permit, approval, or other 
action related to the final plans or docu ments. The City may provide an electronic 
conversion serv ice for a fee in the amoun t se l forth by Ci ty Counc il reso lution. The C DP 
Director shall provide a schedule indicating which documents must be provided 
electronicall y. at which point during the approva l process, and o ther information as 
necessary to implement an electronic archiving program. 

Further, Article XVI, Dangerous Buildings, Section 16.11, Other Enforcement, 
Subsect ion (A), is hereby amended so that hereafter said subsection shall read as follows: 

A. It is a violation for any person, firm or corporation to own, lease, use, occupy or 
maintain a dangerous building as defined in thi s Article, or to cause or permit the 
same 10 be done, in the City of Arlington. A violator sha ll be guilty of a 
misdemeanor punishable by a fine not Lo exceed Two Thousand Dollars and No 
Cents ($2,000) for each violaljon pursuant to the penalties provisions of thi s 
Chapler. 

Further, Article XVI, Section 16.11 , IS hereby amended by the deletion of 
Subsection (E). 

Further, Article XVI, Section 16.13, Requiring Repai r, Removal, or Demolition 
of Structure, Subsection (B)(7)(f), is hereby amended so that hereafter said subsection 
shall read as fo llows: 

f. The Administrator may schedule on the City Counci l age nda the 
proposed order for fi nal resolution by City Counci l no late r than 30 
days from the date of the proposed order. The Admin istrator shall 
issue notice to each owuer of the structu re, owner of the property 
on which the structure is loca ted, mortgagee, and li enholder of the 
Cily Council agenda dale, time and place for final resolution 
pursuant to the issuance, contents and serv ice of notice for the 
Hearing Authori ty 'S hearing i.n this Chapte r. 
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FurtherJ Article XVI, Section 16.13, Subsection (C), is hereby amended so that 
hereafter said title and subsection shall read as follows: 

C. City Counci l Resolution or Final Order 

I. City Counci l may adopt, in whole or parI, by City Counci l Resolution, Lhe 
Hearing Authority' s Proposed Order as its finding and order and the 
proposed order will become the final order. 

2. City Council may amend, modify or reject the Hearing Authority's 
proposed order. If City Counci l amends , modifies or rejects the Hearing 
Authority' s proposed order, the City Counci l, by City Council Resolution , 
shall issue its fmd ing and order as the final order. City Council's finding 
and order shall be issued in accordance with the Hearing Authority's 
procedures for Findings and Decisions set forth in th is Chapter. 

3. If the Administrator does not schedule the proposed order on the City 
CounciJ agenda after the expiration of 30 days from the proposed order, 
then the proposed order becomes the final order. 

4. A copy of the Ci ty Council Resolution or final order shall be sent 
promptly by the Administrator by certified mail , return receipt requested , 
to the owner of the structure, owner of the property on which the structure 
is located, mortgagee, and lienholder. If such City Council Resolution or 
fina l order is mailed according to this subsection and the United States 
Postal Service returns the order as " refused" or "unclaimed", the validity 
of notice of the City Counci l Resolution or final order is not affected, and 
the order shall be deemed as de livered. 

5. Within ten (10) da ys after the date of passage of the Ci ty Council 
Resolution or effective dale of Ihe final order: 

a. a copy of the City Council Resolution or final order containillg its 
finding and order regarding the structure shall be filed in the Office 
of the City Secretary; and 

b. a notice shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in 
the City, said notice containing: 

(1) the stree t address or legal description of the propertYi 

(2) the date of consideration of the City Council Resolution or 
effective date of the finaJ order; 

(3) a br ief statement indicating the results of the City Council 
Resolution; and 
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(4) instruct ions stating where a complete copy of the City 
Council Resolution or final order may be obtained. 

(5) If the owner of the structure or the owner of the property on 
which the structu re is located fails to comply with an order 
in the City Counci l Resolution or final order within the 
allotted time, the Adminislf<ltor shall cause a copy of the 
City Council Resolution or final order 10 be sent by 
certified mail ret urn receipt requested to each lienholder 
and mortgagee as wa~ determined pursuant 10 this Chapter. 
This shall const itute notice to the li enholders and 
mortgagees that the owner has failed to comply with the 
order. 

6. When any work to repair, remove, or demolish is done by the City 
pursuant 10 this Chapte r, the Administ rator shall cause the work to be 
accomplished by City personne l or by private COOlract under the direction 
of the Administrator, or he may employ such architectural, engineering. or 
other specialized i:lssistance on a contract basis as reasonably necessary. 

7. Any expenses for work to repair, remove or demo li sh shall be assessed 
pursuant to Arlicle XV III of the Construction Chapter except as to the 
fo llowing: 

The Admin istrator shall also provide notice of the assessment to the owner of the 
structure and the owner of the property on which the structure was located by mailjng by 
ce rtifi ed mai l, posti:lge prepaid a copy of Ihe Hearing Authority's order assessing cost. 

2. 

Any pe rson, firm , corporat ion, agent or employee thereof who violates any of the 
provisions of thi s ord inance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon convict ion thereof 
shall be fined an amount not to exceed Two Thousand and No/lOO Dollars ($2,000) for 
each offense. Each day that a violation is pennitted to ex ist shall constitute a separa te 
offense. 

3. 

This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be cumulative of all other 
ordinances of the City of Arlington; and this ord inance shall not operate to repeal or 
affect any of such other ordinances except insofar as Ihe prov isions thereof might be 
inconsistent or in conflict with the provisions of th is ord inance, in which event s ucb 
confli ct ing provisions. if any, in such other ordinance or ordinances are hereby repealed. 
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4. 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is for any 
reason he ld to be unconstitutional , such holding shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of Ihis o rdinance. 

5. 

All of the regulations provided in this ordinance are hereby declared 10 be 
governmental and [or the health , safety and welfare of the general public. Any member 
of the C ity Councilor any City official or employee charged with the enforcement of this 
ordinance. acl ing for the City of Arlington in the di scharge of his/he r dut ies, shall not 
thereby render himself/herself personally liab le; and he/she is hereby relieved from all 
personal liability for any damage that might accrue to persons or properl y as a result of 
any act required or permitted in the discharge of hi s/her said duti es. 

6. 

Any violation of thi s ordinance can be enjoined by a suit fiJ ed in the name of the 
City of Arlington in a court of competent jurisdiction , and th is remedy sha ll be in 
add ition to any penal provision in this ordinance or in the Code of the City of Arlington. 

7. 

The caption and penalty clause of this ordinance shall be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the City of Arlington, Texas, in compliance wi.th the 
provisions of Article VII , Section 15, of the City Charter. Further, this ordinance may be 
published in pamphlet form and shall be adm issible in such fonn in any court, as 
provided by law. 

8. 

This ordinance shall become effective May 24, 2012, which is 30 days after the 
final adoption of the ordinance at the second reading on April 24, 2012. 

PRESENTED AND GIVEN FlRST READING on the 3rd day of 
Aprll ,2012, at a regu lar meeting of the City Council of the City of 

Arlington, Texas; and GIVEN SECOND READING, passed and approved on the 24th 

day of Apr i ] , 2012, by a vote of 7 ayes and JJ.O __ 
regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Arlington, Texas. 

/ ,1 
R9 ERT N. CLUCK, Mayor 
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ATIEST: 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
JA Y DOEGEY, City Attorney 
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Ordinance No. 13- 03 6 

An ordinance amending the "Construction" Chapter of 
the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 1987, through 
the amendment of Article I, Buildin2 Code, Section 
1.04, Amendments. Additions and Deletions, Subsection 
(e), by the addition of Subsection (85.1); and 
Subsection (0), by the addition of Subsection (19.1), 
relative to grading values of Southern Pine lumber; 
providing for a fine of up to $2,000 for each offense in 
violation of the ordinance; providing this ordinance be 
cumulative; providing for severability, governmental 
immunity, injunctions, and publication; and becoming 
effective on September 20, 2013 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARLINGTON, 
TEXAS: 

I. 

That the "Construction" Chapler of the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 
1987, is hereby amended through the amendment of Article I, Building Code, Section 
1.04, Amendments. Additions and Deletions, Subsection (C), by the addition of 
Subsection (85.1), so that hereafte r sa id Subsection shall read as follows: 

85.1. The amendment of Tables 2308.8(1), 2308.8(2), 2308.9.5, 2308.9.6, 
2308. 10.2(1), 2308.10.2(2), 2308. 10.3(1), 2308. 10.3(2), 2308.10.3(3), and 
2308.10.3(5), so that each Table shall read as follows: 



JOIST 
SPACING SPECIES AND GRADE 
(Inchll) 

Douglas Fir-Larch 

Douglas Fir-Larch 

Douglas Fir-Larch 

Douglas Fir-Larch 

Hem-Fir 

Hem-Fir 

Hem-Fir 

Hem-Fir 
12 

Southern Pine 

Southern Pine 

Southern Pine 

Southern Pine 

Spruce.Pine-Fir 

Spruce-Pine-Fir 

Sprucc-Pine-Fir 

Sprucc-Pine-Fir 

Douglas Fir-Larch 

Douglas Fir-Larch 

Douglas Fir-Larch 

Douglas Fir-Larch 

Hem-Fir 

Hem-Fi r 

Hem-Fi r 

Hem-Fir 
16 

Southern Pine 

Southern Pine 

Southern Pine 

Southern Pine 

Spruce-Pine·Fir 

Spruce-Pine-Fir 

Spruce-Pine.Fir 

Spruce-Pine·Fir 

Douglas Fir-Larch 

Douglas Fir-Larch 

Douglas Fir-Larch 

19_2 
Douglas Fir-Larch 

Hem-Fir 

Hem-Fir 

Hem-Fir 

Hem-Fir 

TABLE 2308.8(1) 

. • -
FLOOR JOIST SPANS FOR COMMON LUMBER SPECIES 

(Residential Sleeping Ateas Uve Load " 30 psf U A - 360) 

DEAD LOAD . 10 psI I 
"" I , .. I 2xl0 I 2xt2 I ,., I 

Maximum floor lolst span. 

(ft. - In.) (tt. - In.) (ft. - In.) (ft. - In.) (ft. - In.) 

SS 12-6 16-6 21-0 25-7 12-6 

. 1 12"() 15-10 20·3 24·8 12-0 ., 11-10 15·7 19·10 23-0 11-6 

#3 9-8 12-4 15-0 17-5 8-8 

SS 11-10 15-7 19-10 24-2 11-10 

.1 11-7 15-3 19·5 23-7 1\·7 

#2 11-0 14-6 18-6 22·6 lI·O 

#3 9-8 12·4 \5-0 17-5 8-8 

SS 12-3 16-2 20-8 25-1 12-3 

.1 11- 10 15-7 19·10 24-2 11·10 ., 11-3 14-11 18-1 21-4 10-9 

#3 9-2 11 -6 14-0 16-6 8-2 

SS 11-7 15·3 19·5 23-7 11·7 

'1 11-3 14·11 1'-0 23-0 11 -3 

" 11·3 14·11 1'-0 23-0 11-3 

#3 9-8 12-4 15-0 17-5 8-8 

SS 11-4 15-0 19-1 23-3 11-4 

.1 10-11 14-5 18-5 21-4 10-S 

" 10·9 14·1 17-2 19-11 9·11 

" 8-5 10-8 13-0 15-1 7-6 

SS 10-9 14-2 18-0 2 1- 11 10-9 

'1 10-6 \3-10 17-8 20-9 10-4 

" 10-0 13·2 16·10 19-5 9·10 

#3 8-5 IO·S 13-0 15-1 7-6 

SS 11-2 14·S 18-9 22-10 11-2 

'1 10-9 14-2 IS-O 21-4 10-9 

#2 10-3 13·3 15-8 18-6 9-4 

#3 7·11 10-10 12-1 144 7-1 

SS 10-6 13-10 17-8 21-6 10-6 

'1 10-) 13-6 17-2 19-11 9-11 

" 10-) 13-6 17-2 19-11 9·11 

'3 8-5 10-8 13-0 15-] 7-6 

SS 10-8 14-1 IS-O 21·10 10-8 

.1 10-4 13·7 J6-9 19-6 '-8 

#2 10-1 12-10 15-8 IS-3 9- 1 

#3 7-8 '-9 ]1-10 13-9 6· 10 

SS 10-1 13-4 17-0 20-8 10-1 

.1 9·10 13-0 16-4 1'-0 9-6 

#2 9-5 12-5 15-6 17·1 8- 11 

#3 7-8 9-' 11·10 13-9 6-10 

(COI/fllll/ed) 

(2) 

DEAD LOAD" 20 psI ,., I 2)[10 I 2)(12 

(ft .• in.) (ft. · In.) (ft . • In.) 

16-6 21-0 25-7 

\5-7 19-0 22-0 

14-7 17-9 20·7 

11-0 13-5 15-7 

15·7 \9- 10 24-2 

\5-2 18-6 21-6 

14-4 17-6 20-4 

11-0 13-5 15·7 

16-2 20-8 25-1 

\5-7 18-7 22-0 

13-8 16-2 19· , 

10-3 12-6 14-9 

15-3 19-5 23-7 

14-7 17·9 20-7 

14-7 17·9 20-7 

11·0 13·5 15-7 

15-0 19·1 23-0 

13-6 16-5 19- 1 

12·7 15·5 17·10 

9-6 II·S 13-6 

14·2 18-0 21·11 

13- 1 16-0 IS-7 

12-5 15·2 17-7 

9-6 11-8 13-6 

14-S 18-9 22-10 

13-9 16·1 19-1 

11 -10 14-0 16-6 

S-I l 10·10 12·10 

13-10 17·8 21-4 

12-7 15-5 17-10 

12-7 15·5 17-10 

9-6 11·8 13-6 

14-1 IS·O 21-0 

12-4 15·0 17-5 

11-6 14·J 16-) 

8-8 10·7 124 

13-4 17-0 20·7 

12-0 14-8 17-0 

11-4 13-\0 16·1 

8-8 10·7 124 



JOIST 
SPACING SPECIES AND GRADE 
(inches) 

Southern Pine 

Southern Pine 

Southern Pine 

Southern Pine 
19.2 

Spruce-Pine-Fir 

Spruce-Pine-Fir 

Spruce-Pine-Fir 

Spruce-Pine-Fir 

Douglas Fir-larch 

Douglas Fir-Larch 

Douglas Fir-Larch 

Douglas Fir-Larch 

Hem-Fir 

Hem-Fir 

Hem -Fir 

Hem-Fir 
24 

Southern Pine 

Southern Pine 

Southern Pine 

Southern Pine 

Spruce-Pine-Fir 

Spruce-Pine-Fir 

Spruce-Pine-Fir 

Spruce-Pine-Fir 

TABLE 230S.S{1}-continued 

, " , " 

FLOOR JOIST SPANS FOR COMMON LUMBER SPECIES 
(Residential Sleeping Areas Live Load 30 psI U a 360) 

DEAD LOAD; 10 psI 

'" I '" I 2xl0 2x12 ,,' 
Maximum floor joist spans 

(ft. - in.1 (fl. - In.) (ft. - in.) (ft. - In.) (ft. - In.) 

55 10-6 13-10 17-8 21-6 10-6 

#1 10-1 13-4 16-5 19-6 9-1 I 

#2 9~6 12-1 14-4 16-10 8~6 

#3 7~3 9~1 lI-O D-I 6~5 

55 9-10 13-0 16-7 20-2 9-10 

#1 9~8 12-9 15-8 \8-3 9~1 

#2 9~8 12-9 15-8 18-3 9~1 

#3 7~8 9~9 11 -10 13-9 6-10 

55 9- 11 13-1 16-8 20-3 9-11 

#1 9~7 124 15-0 17-5 8~8 

#2 9~1 11-6 14-\ 16-3 8~1 

#3 6-10 8~8 10-7 12-4 6~2 

55 9~4 124 15-9 19-2 9~4 

#1 9~2 12-0 14-8 17-0 8~6 

#2 8~9 114 13·10 16-1 8~O 

#3 6-10 8~8 10·7 124 6~2 

55 9~9 12-10 16-5 19-11 9~9 

.1 9~4 124 14-8 17-5 8-10 

" 8~6 10-10 12-10 15-1 7~7 

#3 6~5 8-2 9-10 11-8 5~9 

55 9~2 12·1 15-5 18-9 9~2 

#1 8-11 11-6 14·1 16-3 8~1 

#2 8-11 11-6 14-1 16-3 8~ I 

#3 6-10 8~8 10·7 12-4 6~2 

~ 

I'or 51: 1 Inch", 25.4 mm, I fOOl" 304.8 mm, I pound per square fOOl" 47.8 N/m' . 

(3) 

DEAD LOAD = 20 pSI 

,,8 21(10 2x12 

(ft. - in.) (fl. - In.) (fl. -In.) 

13-10 17-8 21 -6 

12-7 14 -8 17-5 

10-10 12-10 15-1 

8~2 9- \0 11-8 

13-0 \6-7 19-6 

11-6 14-1 16-3 

11-6 14-1 [6-3 

8~8 10-7 12-4 

13-1 16-2 18-9 

11-0 13-5 15-7 

10-3 12-7 14-7 

7~9 9~6 11-0 

124 15-9 18-5 

10-9 13-1 15-2 

10-2 12-5 144 

7~9 9~6 11-0 

12-10 16-5 19-8 

11-3 13-1 15-7 

9~8 11-5 13-6 

7~3 8· 10 10-5 

12-1 15-0 17·5 

10·3 12-7 14-7 

10-3 12-7 14-7 

7~9 9~6 11-0 



JOIST SPACING 
(inches) SPECIES AND GRACE 

Douglas Fir-Larch SS 
Douglas Fir-Larch #1 

Douglas Fir-Larch #2 

Douglas Fi r-Larch #3 

Hem-Fir SS 
Hem-Fir #1 

Hem-Fir #2 

12 
Hem-Fir #3 

Southern Pine SS 
Soulhern Pine #1 

Southern Pine #2 

Soulhern Pine #3 

Spruce-Pine-Fir SS 
Spruce-Pine-Fir #1 

Spruce-Pine_Fir #2 

Spruce-Pine-Fi r #3 

Douglas Fir-larch SS 
Douglas Fir-larch #1 

Douglas Fir_larch #2 

Douglas Fir_larc h #3 

Hem-Fir S5 
Hem-Fir #1 

Hem-Fir #2 

16 
Hem-Fir #3 

Southern Pine 55 
Southern Pine #1 

Southern Pine #2 

Southern Pine #3 

Spruce-Pine-Fir SS 
Spruce-Pine-Fi r #1 

Spruce-Pine-Fi r #2 

Spruce-Pine-Fir #3 

Douglas Fi r-Larch SS 
Douglas Fir- larch #1 

Douglas Fi r_larch #2 

Douglas Fir-larch #3 

Hem·Fi r SS 
Hem·Fir #1 

Hem-Fir #2 

\9.2 
Hem-Fir #3 

Southern Pine SS 
Southern Pine #1 

Southern Pine #2 

Southern Pine #3 

Spruce·Pine-Fir SS 
Spruce-Pine-Fi r #1 

Spruce_Pine_Fir #2 

Spruce_Pine_Fir #3 

TABLE 2308.8(2) 

, - , -
FLOOR JOIST SPANS FOR COMMON LUMBER SPECIES 
(Residential living Areas Live load - 40 psf Ut. - 360) 

DEAD LOAD" 10 pSI I ,., I , .. I 2)(10 2x12 ,., 
Maximum IlooT Joist spans 

(ft. -In.) (fl . • in.) (ft.· in.) (tt. - In.) (ft. - In.) 

114 15 ~ 19-1 23-) 114 

10-11 14-5 18-5 22-0 10-11 

10-9 14·2 17·9 20-7 IO~ 

8-8 II~ 1)·5 15-7 7·11 

10·9 14-2 1 8~ 21·11 10-9 

10-6 13-10 17·8 21-6 10-6 

10-0 13-2 16-10 204 10-0 ,-, II~ 1)-5 15·7 7-11 

1l·2 14-8 18·9 22-10 11_2 

10-9 14-2 1 8~ 21·11 10-9 

10-3 13-6 16·2 19·1 9-10 

'-2 10-3 12-6 14·9 7-5 

10-6 13-10 17-8 21-6 10-6 

10-3 13-6 17-3 20-7 10-3 

10-3 13-6 17-3 20-7 10-3 

8-8 II ~ 13-5 15-7 7-11 

104 13-7 174 21 -1 104 

9 -11 13-1 16-5 19-1 9-8 

9-9 12_7 15-5 17-10 9-1 

7-6 9-6 lJ-8 13-6 6-10 

9_9 12-10 16-5 19-11 9-9 

9-6 12-7 16-0 18_7 9-6 

9-1 12-0 15-2 17-7 8-11 

7-6 9-6 ll -8 13-6 6-10 

10-2 134 17~ 20-9 10-2 

9-9 12-10 16-1 19-1 9-9 

9-' 11-10 14~ 16-6 8-6 
7-1 8-11 10-10 12-10 6-5 

9-6 12-7 16~ 19-6 9-6 

9-' 12-3 15-5 17-10 9-1 

9-' 12-3 15-5 11-10 9-1 

7-6 9-6 ll-8 13-6 6-10 

9-8 12-10 164 19-10 9-8 

9-' 12-4 15-0 17-5 8-10 

9-1 11-6 14-1 16-3 8-3 

6-10 ,-, 10-7 12-4 6-3 

9-2 12-1 15-5 18·9 9-2 

9-0 ll-1O ]4·8 1 7~ 8-8 

'_7 11·3 ])·10 16·1 8·2 

6·10 8-' 10-7 124 6-3 

9-6 12-7 16-0 19-6 9-6 

9-2 12-1 14-8 17-5 9-0 

,-6 10-10 12·10 15·1 7-9 

6-5 8-2 9·10 11-8 5-11 

9-0 11-10 15-1 1'4 9-0 

8-9 11-6 14_] 16-3 '-3 

'-9 11-6 14-1 16-3 8-3 

6-10 '-8 10-7 124 6-3 

(COll llllued) 

(4) 

DEAD LOAD" 20 psI ,., 2)(10 2)(12 

(tt. -In.) (fl. - In.) (fl.-In.) 

IS~ 19-1 23-3 

14·2 174 20-1 

13-3 16-3 18- 10 

IO~ 12-) 14_3 

14-2 18-0 21·11 

13·10 16_11 19·7 

13-1 16-0 1'-6 

10~ 12-3 14-3 

14~ 18·9 :nlO 
14·2 16·11 20-1 

12-6 14-9 ]7·5 

9-5 1!-5 13-6 

13-1 0 17-8 21-6 

13-3 16-3 18-10 

13-3 16-3 18-1 0 

IO~ 12-3 14-3 

13_7 174 21-0 

12-4 IS-O 17_5 

11-6 [4_[ [6-3 

8-8 [ 0-7 12-4 

12-10 16-5 19-11 

12.() 14-8 17~ 

114 13-10 16-1 ,-, 10-1 124 

134 17~ 20-9 

12-7 14_8 17-5 

10-10 12-10 15-1 

8-2 9-10 ll-8 

12-7 16-0 19-6 

11-6 14-1 16-3 

11-6 14-1 16-3 ,-, 10-7 12-4 

12-10 164 19-2 

11_3 13-8 15-11 

10-6 12-10 14-1 0 

7·11 9-8 ll-3 

12-1 15-5 18-9 

10-11 134 15-6 

104 12-8 14-8 

7·!l 9-8 11-3 

12-7 16-0 19-6 

11-5 13-5 IS-II 

9-10 11-8 13_9 

7-5 9-0 10-8 

1]-10 15-1 17-9 

10-6 12-10 14-10 

10-6 12-10 14-10 

7-1 1 9-' ll-3 



JOIST SPACING 
(Inches) 

2. 

TABLE 230e.8(2)-continued 

, - , -
FLOOR JOIST SPANS FOR COMMON LUMBER SPECIES 
(Residential Uving Areas Uve Load - 40 psf LJa - 360) 

DEAD LOAD = 10 psf I 2., '" 2xl0 2x12 '" SPECIES AND GRACE I 
Maximum floor Joist spans 

(ft. - In.) (ft . • In. ) (ft. - in.) (ft. - In.) (ft. -In.) 

Douglas Fir-Larch 55 9-0 II_II 15-2 18-5 9-0 

Douglas Fir-Larch #1 8-8 11~ 13-5 \5-7 7-11 

Douglas Fir_Larch #2 8-1 10-3 12_7 \4-7 7-5 

Douglas Fir-Larch #3 6-2 7-9 9-6 II~ 5-7 

Hem-Fir SS 8-6 11-3 144 17-5 8-6 

Hem _Fir #1 8-4 10-9 13-1 15-2 7-9 

Hem-Fir #2 7-1l 10-2 12-5 144 7-4 

Hem-Fir #3 6-2 7-9 9-6 11~ 5-7 

Soulhern Pine SS 8-10 11~ \4-11 18-\ 8-10 

Soulhern Pine #1 8-6 11-3 13-1 15_7 8-1 

Southern Pine #2 7-7 9-8 1\-5 13-<> 7-0 

Southern Pine #3 5-9 7-3 8·]0 10-5 5-3 

Spruce-Pine_Fir 55 8-4 1I-0 14-0 17-0 8-4 

Spruce-I'ine-Fi r #1 8-1 10-3 12-7 14-7 7-5 

Spruce-Pine_Fir #2 8-1 10-3 12·7 14·7 7-5 

Spruce· Pine· Fi r #3 6·2 7-9 9-6 11-0 5-7 

For SI. I Inch ", 25.4 mm. 1 fOOl = 30·1.8 mm. 1 pound per square fOOl = 47.8 N/m· . 
a. End bearing length sha ll be increased 10 2 inches. 

(5) 

DEAD LOAD" 20 psI 

'" 2xl0 I 2x12 

(ft. - In.) (ft. - in.) (ft. - In.) 

lI-11 14-9 17-\ 

10~ 12-3 14-3 

9-5 11-<> 134 

7- 1 8-8 to·1 

][ . ) 144 16-]0' 

9-9 II-II B-1O 

9-3 114 13-1 

7-1 8-8 10-1 

11-8 14·11 18~ 

10-3 12-0 14-3 

8-10 10-5 12-4 

6-8 8-1 9-6 

1\-0 13-8 ]5_11 

9-5 11-<> 134 

9-5 11-<> IJ4 

7-1 8-8 10·] 



TABLE 2308.9.5 
HEADER AND GIRDER SPANS .. b FOR EXTERIOR BEARING WALLS 

(Maximum Spans for Douglas Fir·Larch Ham·Fir, Southern Pine and Spruce·Pine·Fir and Reauired Number of Jack Studs) 
GROUND SNOW LOAD (psl)° 

" SO 
HEADERS SIZE Building width" (feet) SUPPORTING 

'" " J6 20 " J6 

Span NJ Span NJ Span NJ Span NJ Span NJ Span NJ 

2·2)(4 3-6 I 3-2 I 2·10 I 3·2 I 2-9 I 2-6 I 

2·2x6 5·5 I 4-8 I 4-2 I 4-8 I 4-1 I 3-8 2 
2·2x8 6·10 I 5·11 2 5-4 2 5-11 2 5-2 2 4-7 2 

2·2x 10 8-5 2 7-3 2 6-6 2 7-3 2 6-3 2 5-7 2 
2-2x 12 9-9 2 8-5 2 7-6 2 8-5 2 7-3 2 6-6 2 

Roof & Ceiling 3·2x8 8-4 I 7-5 I 6-8 I 7-5 I 6-5 2 5-9 2 
3-2)( 10 10·6 I 9- 1 2 8-2 2 9-1 2 7· 10 2 7-0 2 
3·2x 12 12·2 2 10· 7 2 9-5 2 10·7 2 9-2 2 8-2 2 
4·2x8 9-2 I 8-4 I 7-8 1 8-4 1 7-5 1 6-8 I 

4·2x 10 11·8 I 10·6 1 9-5 2 10-6 I 9-1 2 8· 2 2 
4·2x 12 14· 1 1 12·2 2 10·11 2 12·2 2 10·7 2 9-5 2 

2·2x4 3- 1 1 2·9 1 2-5 I 2-9 I 2-5 I 2-2 I 

2·2)(6 4-6 1 4-0 I 3-7 2 4-1 I 3-7 2 3-3 2 
2·2x8 5-9 2 5-0 2 4-6 2 5-2 2 4-6 2 4-1 2 

2·2)( 10 7-0 2 6-2 2 5-6 2 6-4 2 5-6 2 5-0 2 
2·2)(12 8-1 2 7-1 2 6-5 2 7-4 2 6-5 2 5-9 3 

Roof, Ceiling & I Center·Bearing Roor 3·2x8 7-2 1 6-3 2 5-8 2 6-5 2 5-8 2 5-1 2 
3·2)(10 8-9 2 7-8 2 6·11 2 7·11 2 6·11 2 6-3 2 
3·2)(12 10·2 2 8·11 2 8-0 2 9-2 2 8-0 2 7·3 2 
4·2)(8 8-1 I 7-3 I 6-7 1 7-5 1 6-6 I 5·11 2 

4·2)(10 10·1 I 8-10 2 8-0 2 9-1 2 8-0 2 7-2 2 
4-2)(12 11-9 2 10-3 2 9-3 2 10-7 2 9-3 2 8-4 2 
2-2)(4 2-8 1 2-4 I 2-1 I 2-7 I 2-3 I 2-0 I 

2-2)(6 3-11 I 3-5 2 3-0 2 3-10 2 3-4 2 3-0 2 
2-2x8 5-0 2 4-4 2 3-10 2 4-10 2 4-2 2 3-9 2 

2-2x10 6-1 2 5-3 2 4-8 2 5-11 2 5-1 2 4-7 3 
2-2)(12 7-1 2 6-1 3 5-5 3 6- 10 2 5-11 3 5-4 3 

Roof, Ceiling & I Clear Span Floor 3-2)(8 6-3 2 5-5 2 4-10 2 6-1 2 5-3 2 4-8 2 
3-2x1 0 7-7 2 6-7 2 5-11 2 7-5 2 6-5 2 5-9 2 
3·2x12 8- 10 2 7-8 2 6-10 2 8-7 2 7-5 2 6-8 2 
4-2)(8 7-2 I 6-3 2 5-7 2 7-0 I 6- 1 2 5-5 2 

4-2)( 10 8-9 2 7-7 2 6-10 2 8-7 2 7-5 2 6-7 2 

4-2x12 10-2 2 8-10 2 7-11 2 9-11 2 8-7 2 7-8 2 

(Colltilllled) 

(6) 



IAND~~"';:ALLSi 
<LOAD Ip', ' ,. 

HEADERS SUPPORnNG SIZE 

"" Sp'" 'J' 

2-2x4 2-7 I 2-3 I 

2-2x6 3-9 2 3-3 2 

2-2xS 4-9 2 4-2 -' 
2-2x1 0 5-9 2 5-1 2 

2-2xl2 6-8 2 5-10 3 
Roof, Ceiling & 2 Center-
Bearing Roors 

3-2x8 5- II 2 5-2 2 
3-2x10 7-3 2 6-4 2 

3-2x l2 8-5 2 7-4 2 

4-2x8 6- 10 I 6-0 2 

4-2x iO 8-4 2 7-4 2 

4-2x 12 9-8 2 8-6 2 

2-2x4 2- 1 I 1-8 I 

2-2x6 3- 1 2 2-8 2 

2-2x8 3-10 2 3-4 2 

2-2x10 4-9 2 4- 1 3 

2-2x 12 5-6 3 4-9 3 
Roof, Ceiling & 2 Oear SJXUl 3-2x8 I 4-1 0 2 4-2 2 Floors 

3-2x 10 5- 11 2 5- 1 2 

3-2x 12 I 6-1 0 2 5- 11 3 

4-2x8 5-7 2 I 4- 10 2 

I 6- 10 2 5-11 2 

I 7- II 2 I 6- 10 2 

For 51 : I Inch" 25.4 mm. 1 fool" 304.8 mm, I pound per square fOOl = 47.8 Nfml. 
a Spans are given in feet and inches (ft-in). 

" I I 'I"" 

Sp," . J' Sp," . J ' 

2-0 I 2-6 I 

2- II 2 3-8 2 

3-9 2 4-7 2 

4-7 3 5-8 2 

5-3 3 6-6 2 

4-8 2 5-9 2 

5-8 2 7- 1 2 

6-7 2 8-2 2 

5-5 2 6-8 I 

6-7 2 8-2 2 

7-8 2 9-5 2 

1-6 2 2-0 I 

2-4 2 3-0 2 

3-0 3 I 3-10 2 

3-8 3 4-8 2 

4-3 3 5-5 3 

3-9 2 4-9 2 

4-7 3 5- 10 2 

5-4 3 6-9 2 

4-4 2 5-6 2 

5-3 2 6-9 2 

6-2 3 7-9 2 

'" 
Sp," .J' Sp'" .J' 

2-2 I I - II I 

3-2 2 I 2-10 2 

4-0 2 3-8 2 

4-11 2 4-5 3 

5-9 3 5-2 3 

5- I 2 4-7 2 

6-2 2 5-7 2 

7-2 2 6-5 3 

5- 10 2 5-3 2 

7-2 2 6-5 2 

8-3 2 7-5 2 

1-8 I 1-5 2 

2-7 2 2-3 2 

3-4 2 2-11 3 

4-0 3 3-7 3 

4-8 3 4-2 3 

4-1 2 3-8 2 

5-0 2 4-6 3 

5- 10 3 5-3 3 

4-9 2 4-3 2 

5- 10 2 5-2 2 

6-9 2 6-0 3 

b. Spans are based on minimum design propenies for No.2 Grade lumber of Douglas fir-larch, hem-fir, and spruce-pine-liI. No. I 01 bener grade lumber shall Ix used for 
soulhem pine. 

c. 8uilding width is measured perpendicular to the ridge. Fur widths between Ihose shown. spans are permilled 10 be inlerpolaled. 

d. NJ - Number of jack s1uds required (0 suppo.! each end. W~e'e the number of required jack studs equals one. the header is pe,mined to be supported by an 
"ppm"",! framing anchor a1tached 10 Ihe full .heigh! wan s:ud and 10 Ihe header. 

e. u.~e 30 JXlunds pc r square fO(lI ground snow load for cases in which ground snow load is less Ihan 30 pounds per square fOOl and Ihe roof live load i~ equal 10 
or less Ihan 20 pounds per square fool_ 

(7) 



TABL~ 2308.9.6 
HEADER AND GIRDER SPANS" FOR INTERIOR BEARING WALLS 

Maximum Sans for Doualas Fir-Larch Hem-Fir Southern Pine and Soruce-Pine-Fir and Reauired Number af Jack Studs} 
BUILDING width· (feet) 

HEADERS AND GIRDERS 
SIZE 20 29 " SUPPORTING 

Span NJ' Span NJ' Span NJ' 

2-2x4 3-1 1 2-8 1 2-5 1 
2-Zx6 4-6 1 3-\ 1 1 3-6 1 
2-Zx8 5-9 1 5-0 2 4-5 2 

Z-Zx 10 7-0 2 6-1 2 5-5 2 

2-2x12 8- 1 2 7-0 2 6-3 2 
One Floor Only 3-Zx8 7-2 1 6-3 1 5-7 2 

3-Zx10 8-9 1 7-7 2 6-9 2 
3-Zx IZ IO-Z 2 8- 10 2 7-10 2 
4-Zx8 9-0 1 7-8 1 6-9 1 

4-ZxlO 10-1 1 8-9 1 7- 10 2 
4-2x 1Z 1\-9 1 10-2 2 9-1 2 
2-Zx4 2-2 1 1-10 1 1-7 1 
Z-Zx6 3-2 2 2-9 2 2-5 2 
Z-Zx8 4-1 2 3-6 2 3-2 2 

2-Zx lO 4-11 2 4-3 2 3- 10 3 
2-2x1Z 5-9 2 5-0 3 4-5 3 

T wo Floors 3-Zx8 5-1 2 4-5 2 3- 11 2 
3-ZxlO 6-2 2 5-4 2 4-10 2 
3-2x12 7-2 2 6-3 2 5-7 3 
4-2x8 6- 1 1 5-3 2 4-8 2 

4-2x 10 7-2 2 6-2 2 5-6 2 
4-2x IZ 8-4 2 7-2 2 6-5 2 

For SI: I inch = 25.4 mm. I fOOl = 304.8 mm. 
a. Spans aTe given in feel and inches (fl-in). 
b. Spans are based on minimum design plOpeT1ies for No.2 Grade lumber of Douglas fir-larch . hem·fir. and spruce·pine·fiT, No, I or be11eT gTade lumber shall be u~ for 

iIO U(hern pine. 
c. Building widlh is measured perpendicular 10 the ridge. FOT widlhs belween lhose shown. spans are pe rrnined to be interpolaTed. 
d. NJ - Number of jack studs required 10 supporl each end . Where Ihe number of requiTed jack sluds equals one. Ihe headers are permilled 10 be sUPPol1ed hy an 

appToved framing anchor 3113ched 10 lhe full-heighl wall Stud and 10 Ihe header. 

(8) 



TABl.E 2308.10.2(1) 
CEIUNG JOIST SPANS FOR COMMON LUMBER SPECIES 

Uninhabitable Attics Without Storage Uve l.oad" 10 pounds psf LJIl = 2401 
DEAD LOAD" 5 pounds per square fool 

CEILING JOIST SPACING SPECIES AND GRADE 
.. , .. , ' " . 2" 10 

(Inches) Maximum ceiling joist spans 
(ft. - in.) (ft. - in.) (ft. - In.) (ft. - in.) 

!Douglas Fir-Larch 55 13-2 20-8 26-0 26-D 
Douglas Fir-Larch #I 12-8 19-11 26-0 26-D 
poUgias Fir-Larch #2 12-5 19-6 25-8 26-D 
~_Uglas Fir-Larch #3 10-10 15-10 20-1 24-6 
!Hem-Fir 55 12-5 19-6 25 -8 26-D 
Hem-Fir #1 12-2 19-1 25-2 26-D 
~em-Fir #2 11-7 18-2 24-D 26-D 

12 
~em-Fir #3 10-10 15-10 20-1 24-6 

~uthern Pine 55 12-11 20-3 26-D 26-0 

Southern Pine #1 12-5 19-6 25-8 26-0 

~uthern Pine #2 11-10 18-8 24-7 26-0 
~uthcrn Pine #3 10-1 14-1 1 18-9 22-9 

pruce-Pine-Fir 55 12-2 19-1 25-2 26-0 
Spruce-Pine-Fir #1 11-10 18-8 24-7 26-0 

pruce-Pine-Fir #2 11-10 18-8 24-7 26-0 

pruce-Pine-Fir #3 10-10 15-10 20-1 24-6 

Douglas Fir-Larch 55 II-II 18-9 24-8 26-0 

Douglas Fir-Larch #1 11-6 18-1 23-10 26-D 
Douglas Fir-Larch #2 11-3 17-8 23-0 26-D 
Douglas Fir-Larch #3 9-5 13-9 17-5 21-3 

Hem-Fir 55 11-3 17-8 23-4 26-D 
Hem-Fir #1 11-D 17-4 22-10 26-D 
Hem-Fir #2 10-6 16-6 21-9 26-0 

16 
Hem-Fir #3 9-5 13-9 17-5 21-3 

Soulhern Pine 55 1 J-9 18-5 24-3 26-0 

Soulhern Pine #1 11-3 17-8 23-4 26-0 

Southern Pine #2 10-9 16-11 21-7 25-7 

Southern Pine #3 8-9 12-11 16-3 19-9 

pruce-Pine-Fir 55 I 1-D 17-4 22-10 26-0 

Spruce-Pine-Fir #1 10-9 16-11 22-4 26-0 

pruce-Pine-Fir #2 10-9 16-11 22-4 26-0 

prucc-Pine-Fir #3 9-5 13-9 17-5 21-3 

(COlllil/lled) 

(9) 



TABLE 230B. l0.2(1)-continued 

, - , -
CEILING JOIST SPANS FOR COMMON LUMBER SPECIES 

(Uninhabitable Attics Withoul Storage Live Load - 10 pounds psf Lit.. - 240) 

DEAD LOAD" 5 pounds per square foot 

CEILING JOIST SPACING 
SPECIES AND GRADE 

2<, 2<, 2<. 
(Inches) Maximum ceiling joist spans 

(tt. · in.) (ft. - in.) (ft. - in.) 

pouglas Fir-larch 55 ll ·) 17-8 23-3 

Douglas Fir-Larch " 10-10 17-0 22-5 

pougJas Fir-Larch #2 10-7 16-7 21-0 

ioouglas Fir-Larch #3 8-7 12-6 15-10 

~em-Fir 55 10·7 16-8 21·[ I 
Hem-Fir #1 10-4 16-4 21-6 

~em-Fir #2 9-1 1 15-7 20-6 

19.2 
Hem-Fir #3 8-7 12-6 15-10 
~uthcm Pine 55 11-0 17-4 22-10 

Southern Pine #1 10·7 16-8 22-0 
~uthcm Pine #2 10-2 15-7 19-8 
iSoulhern Pine #3 8-0 !l-9 14-10 

prucc.Pine.Fir 55 10-4 16-4 21-6 
Spruce-Pine-Fir # 1 10·2 15-11 21 -0 

pruce.Pine-Fir #2 10-2 15-11 21-0 
pruce-Pine-Fir #3 8-7 12-6 15·10 

Douglas Fir-Larch SS 10-5 16-4 21 -7 

Douglas Fir-Larch #1 10-0 15-9 20-1 

pouglas Fir-Larcll #2 9-10 14-10 18-9 
)ouglas Fir-LarclJ #3 7-8 11-2 14-2 

~em-Fir 55 9-10 15-6 20-5 

He m-Fir #1 9-8 15-2 19-7 

~em-Fir #2 9-2 14-5 18-6 

24 
l-Iem-Fir #3 7-8 11-2 14-2 

~uthem Pine 5S 10-3 16-1 21-2 

Southern Pine #1 9-1 0 15-6 20-5 

Southern Pine #2 9-3 13- 11 17-7 

~lhern Pine #3 7-2 10-6 13-3 

pl\lce-Pine-Fir 55 9-8 15-2 \9-11 

Spruce-Pinc-Fir #1 9-5 14-9 18-9 

pruce-Pine-Fir #2 9-5 14-9 18-9 

pruce-Pine-Fir #3 7-8 11-2 14-2 

For SJ: 1 Inch", 25 .4 mm. I foot " 304.8 mm. J pound ~er square foo t " 47.8 N/ml. 

(10) 

2" 10 

(fl.- In.) 

26-0 

26-0 

25·8 
19-5 

26-0 

26-0 

25·3 
19-5 
26-0 

26-0 
23-5 
18-0 
26-0 

25-8 
25-8 
\9-5 

26-0 

24-6 

22·11 

17-4 

26-0 

23-11 

22-7 

17-4 

26-0 

24-0 

20-11 

16-1 

25-5 

22-1 I 

22-1 I 

17-4 



TABLE 2308.10.2(2) 
CEILING JOIST SPANS FOR COMMON LUMBER SPECIES 

, . , . (Uninhabitable Attics With Limited Storage Live Load 20 pounds per square foot L/,." 240) 

DEAD LOAD" 10 pounds per square foot 

CEILING JOIST SPACING 
SPECIES AND GRADE 2" 2, • 2, • 2 ~ 10 

(inches) Maximum ceiling aist spans 
(ft . • In.) (ft. - In.) (fl. - In.) (ft. - In.) 

Douglas Fir-Larch SS 10-5 16-4 21-7 26-0 

Douglas Fir-Larch '1 10-0 15·9 20-1 24-6 

Douglas Fir-Larch #2 9-10 14-10 18-9 22-11 
uglas Fir-Larch #3 7-8 11-2 14·2 17-4 

em-Fir SS 9- \0 15-6 20-5 26-0 
Hem-Fir .1 9-8 15-2 19-7 23- 11 

em-Fir #2 9-2 14·5 18-6 22-7 

12 
em-Fir #3 7-8 11-2 14-2 17-4 

Southern Pine SS 10·3 16-1 21·2 26-0 
Southern Pine .1 9-10 15-6 20-5 24-0 
Southern Pine '2 9-3 13-11 17-7 20- 11 

Southern Pine #3 7-2 10-6 13-3 16-1 

pruce-Pine-Fir SS 9-8 15-2 19-11 25-5 

Spruce-Pine-Fir '1 9-S 14-9 18-9 22-11 
pruce-I'inc-Fir '2 9-5 14-9 18-9 22·11 

prutx:-Pinc-Fir #3 7-8 11-2 14-2 17-4 

Douglas Fir-Larch SS 9-6 14·11 19-7 25-0 

Douglas Fir-Larch '1 9-1 13-9 17-5 21·3 
Douglas Fir-Larch #2 8-9 12·\0 16-3 19-10 

Douglas Fir-Larch #3 6-8 9-8 12-4 15-0 
Hem-Fir SS 8-11 14-1 18-6 23-8 
Hem-Fir '1 8-9 13-5 16-10 20-8 

em-Fir .2 8-4 12-8 16-0 19-7 

16 
em-Fir #3 6-8 9-8 12-4 15-0 

Southern Pine SS 9-4 14-7 19-3 24-7 

Southern Pine '1 8-11 14-0 17-9 20-9 

Southern Pine .2 8-0 12-0 15-3 18-1 

Southern Pine #3 6-2 9-2 11-6 14-0 

prucc-Pinc-Fir SS 8-9 13-9 18-1 23-1 

Spruce-Pine-Fir .1 8-7 12-10 16-3 19-10 

prucc-Pine-Fir '2 8-7 12-10 16-3 19-10 

prucc-Pinc-Fir #3 6-8 9-8 12-4 15-0 

(camilll/ed) 

(11) 



TABLE 2308.1 0.2(2)-continued 
CEILING JOIST SPANS FOR COMMON LUMBER SPECIES 

IUnlnhabitable Attics With Limited StoraQe Live Load" 20 Dounds Der SQuare foot U ,-'" 240\ 
DEAD LOAD" 10 pounds per square fool 

CEIUNG JOIST SPACING '" , .. ,., I 2 x 10 
(inches) SPECIES AND GRADE 

Maximum celting loist spans 

(ft. - In. ) (fl. - in.1 (ft. _ in.1 (ft. _ in.1 

Pouglas Fir-Larch 55 8-11 14-0 18-5 23-4 

Douglas Fir-Larch 'I 8-7 12-6 15- 10 19-5 

inouglas Fir-Larch #2 8-0 11-9 14-10 18-2 

Ioouglas Fir-Larch '3 6-1 8-10 11-3 13-8 

lHem-Fir SS 8-5 13-3 17-5 22-3 

Hem-Fir #I 8-3 12-3 15-6 18-! I 

~em-Fir #2 7-10 11-7 14-8 17-10 

19.2 
H em-Fir #3 6-1 8-10 11 -3 13-8 

~uthern Pine SS 8-9 13-9 18-2 23-1 

Southern Pine .1 8-5 12-9 16-2 18- 11 

~uthern Pine '2 7-4 11-0 13-11 16-6 
Southern Pine #3 5-8 8-. 10-6 12-9 

pruce-I'ine-Fir 55 8-3 12-11 17-1 21-8 

Sprucc-Pine-Fir #I 8-0 11-9 14-10 18-2 

pruce-I'ine-Fir .2 8-0 1\-9 14-10 18-2 

prucc-Pine-Fir #3 6-1 8-10 11-3 13-8 

pouglas Fir-Larch 55 8-3 13-0 17-1 20-11 

Douglas Fir-Larch #I 7-8 11-2 14-2 17-4 

ioouglas Fir-Larch .2 7-2 10-6 13-3 16-3 

ioouglas Fir-Larch #3 5-5 7-11 10-0 12-3 

lHern-Fir 55 7-10 12-3 16-2 20-6 

Hem-Fir #I 7-6 10-11 13-10 16-11 

Hem-Fir #2 7-1 10-4 13-1 16-0 

2. 
~em-Fi T #3 5-5 7-11 10-0 12-3 

~uthern Pine SS 8-1 12-9 16-10 21-6 

Southern Pine #I 7-8 1\ -5 14-6 16-11 

~uthern Pine #2 6-7 9-10 12-6 14-9 

Southern Pine #3 5-1 7-5 9-5 11-5 

pruce-I'ine-Fir SS 7-8 12-0 15-10 19-5 

Spruce-Pine-Fir #1 7-2 10-6 13-3 16-3 

pruce-Pine-Fir #2 7-2 10-6 13-3 16-3 

pruce-I'ine-Fir #3 5-5 7-11 10-0 12-3 

For 51: I inch " 25.4 mm. I foot" 304.8 mm, ! pound per square foot " 47.8 Nfm' . 

(12) 



TABLE 2308.10.3(1) 
RAFTER SPANS FOR COMMON LUMBER SPECIES 

.". n' ., ,Lo.d, 20 , ~ "'""'. fool. C.nino Nol , 
LOAD ~ 10, "q~ro f"'" 

'~U' , 180l 

, """'I"'ro """ 
RAFTER 

'" ' " ' '"' I '"10 I ' " " '" ' I ' " ' '" 1 '"10 , " " SPACING SPECIES AND GRADE 
(Inches) , 

(ft .• 'n.) ',n.· On.) I ,n.· On.) (ft •• in.) 1('" In.) I ,n.· 'n.) ,n. ·'n.) I , ... In.) ,n.· On.) I ,n.· On.) 

SS fl·6 18·0 23-9 26'{) 26-0 1'-6 18'{) 23-5 26'{) 26·0 
#1 11-1 17-4 22-5 26'{) 26-0 10-6 154 19-5 23-9 26.f) .• , #2 10-10 16-7 21-0 25-8 26'{) 9-10 14-4 18-2 22-3 25-9 

#3 8·) 12-6 J5 -1O 19-5 22·6 )., 10-10 13-9 16-9 19-6 , SS 10·10 17·0 22·' 26.{) 26-0 10-10 17'{) "., 26'{) 26·0 
, #1 10-7 16-8 21-10 26'{) 26-0 10-3 14-1 I 18-1 I 23-2 26.f) , #2 10-1 15 -11 20-8 25-3 26·0 9·8 14-2 17-11 2 1-11 25-5 
, #3 8·) 12·6 15·10 \9., ,,·6 )., 10·10 13·9 \6·9 \9-6 

12 
Pine SS fl·3 17·8 234 26'{) 26·0 fl·3 17·8 23·4 26·0 26.f) 

Pine #1 10-10 17-0 22-5 26'{) 26.f) 10-6 15-8 19-10 23-2 26.f) 

Pine #2 104 15-7 198 23-5 26.f) ,·0 13-6 17-1 20-3 23-10 

Pine #3 8·0 11-9 14-10 18.{) 214 6-11 10-2 12-10 15-7 18-6 

SS 10-7 16-8 21-11 26'{) 26'{) 10-7 16-8 21-9 26-0 26-0 
#1 104 16-3 21-0 25-8 26.{) 9-10 14-4 18-2 22-3 25-9 

#2 104 16-3 21.{) 25-8 26'{) 9-10 14-4 18-2 22-3 25-9 

#3 8·) 12·6 15·10 \9., 22·6 )., 10· 10 \3·9 \6., \9·6 

SS 10·, 16-4 21·) 26'{) 26'{) 10·' 16'{) 20·3 24·' ;:~o #1 IO.{) 154 19-5 23-9 26'{) '·1 13-3 16-10 20-7 
~, #2 9-10 144 18-2 22-3 25-9 8·6 12-5 15-9 19-3 224 

#3 )., 10·10 \3., 16·9 \9-6 6·' 9·, fl·fl 14·6 16·10 
, SS 9·10 

I~~I I~'I'I 26'{) 

::~ '·10 15·6 \9·fl 244 26·0 , #1 ,·8 23-2 8- \0 12-1 I 16-5 20-0 23-3 
, #2 '·2 14-2 17-11 2 1-11 25-5 8·, 12-3 15-6 18-1 I 22-0 
, #3 )., 10·10 \3·9 16·9 \9·6 6·, 9·, 11 - 1 I 14-6 16-10 

16 
Pine SS 10-3 16-1 21-2 26-0 26-0 10-3 16-1 21-2 25-7 26-0 

Pine #1 9-10 15-6 19-10 23-2 26-0 '·1 13-7 17-2 20-1 23-\0 

Pinc #2 ,·0 \3-6 17-1 20-3 23-10 )., 11-8 14-9 17-6 20-8 

, P'n< #3 6·1\ 10·2 \2·10 15·) 18·6 6·0 8·10 fl·2 \3·6 16·0 
, SS 9·8 15-2 \9·fl 25·' 26'{) 9·8 14·10 18·10 23'{) 26·0 , #1 ,·5 144 18-2 22-3 25-9 8·6 12-5 15-9 19-3 22-4 
, #2 9·5 144 18-2 22-3 25-9 8·6 12-5 15-9 19-3 22-4 , #3 )., 10· 10 13·9 16·, \9·6 6·, ,., fl·fl 14·6 \6·10 

(COli/iI/lied) 

(13) 



TABLE 2308_10.3(1}-continued 
RAFTER SPANS FOR COMMON LUMBER SPECIES . poun , , • 0 a ers, (Roof Live Load 20 ds per square foot Ce·ling Not Attach d t R ft Ut. 180) . 

DEAD LOAD " 10 pounds per square foot DEAD LOAD = 20 pounds per square foot 
RAFTER 2 ~ 4 I 2)(6 2<, 2" 10 I 2 " 12 , .. 2 )( 6 I 2 )( 8 2 " 10 2 )( 12 

SPACING SPECIES AND GRADE 
(inches) Maximum ratter spans 

(ft. - in.) (ft. - in.) (ft. - in.) (ft. - In.) (ft.· in.) (fl . - in.) (ft - in.) (ft. - in.) (ft . - in.) (ft. - in.) 

Douglas Fir-Larch SS 9-10 15-5 20-4 25-11 26.() 9- 10 14-7 18-6 22-7 26.() 

Douglas Fi r-Larch #1 9-5 14-0 17-9 21-8 25-2 8-' 12-2 15-4 18-9 21-9 
Douglas Fir-Larch #2 8-11 13-1 \6-7 20-3 23-6 7-9 11-4 14-4 17-7 20-4 
Douglas Fir-Larch #3 6-9 9-11 12-7 15-4 17-9 5-10 8-7 10-10 13-3 \5-5 

Hem-Fir SS 9-3 \4-7 19-2 24-6 26-0 9-3 14-4 18-2 22-3 25-9 
Hem-Fir # 1 9-1 13-8 17-4 2 [-I 24-6 8-1 11-10 \5·0 18-4 2\·3 
Hem-Fir #2 8-8 12-11 16-4 20-0 23-2 7-8 11-2 \4-2 17-4 20-1 
Hem-Fir #3 6-9 9-1\ 12-7 15-4 17-9 5-10 8-7 10-10 13-3 15-5 

19.2 
Southern Pine SS 9-8 15-2 19-11 25-5 26'() 9-8 15-2 19-7 23-4 26-0 
Southern Pine #1 9-3 14-3 IS-I 21-2 25-2 8-' 12-4 15-S 18-4 21-9 
Southern Pine #2 8-2 12-3 15-7 IS-6 21-9 7-1 IO-S 13-6 16-0 IS-IO 
Southern Pine #3 6-' 9-' 11-9 14-3 16-10 5-6 8-1 10-2 12-4 14-7 

Spruce-I' inc-Fir SS 9-1 14-3 IS-9 23-11 26'() 9-1 13-7 17-2 21-0 244 
Spruce-Pine-Fir #I 8-10 13-1 16-7 20-3 23-6 7-9 11-4 14-4 17-7 20-4 
Spruce-Pine-Fir #2 S-IO 13-1 16-7 20-3 23-6 7-9 11-4 14-4 17-7 20-4 
Spruce-Pifle-Fir #3 6-9 9-11 12-7 154 17-9 5-10 8-7 lO- iO 13-3 15-5 

Douglas Fir-larch SS 9-1 14-4 IS-10 23-4 26-0 S- I I 13-1 16-7 20-3 23-5 
Douglas Fir-larch #1 8-7 12-6 15-1 0 19-5 22-6 7-5 10-10 13-9 16-9 19-6 
Douglas Fir-larch #2 8-0 11-9 14-10 IS-2 21-0 6-11 10-2 12-10 15-S 18-3 
Douglas Fir-larch #3 6-1 S-IO 11-3 13-8 15-11 5-3 7-8 9-9 11-10 13-9 

Hem-Fir SS 8-7 13-6 17-10 22-9 26-0 8-7 12-1 0 16-3 19-10 23'() 
Hem-Fir #1 8-' 12-3 15-6 IS-II 21-11 7-3 10-7 13-5 16-4 19-0 
Hem-Fir #2 7-11 11-7 14-8 17-10 20-9 6-10 10-0 12-8 15-6 J7-ll 
Hem-Fir #3 6-1 S-IO 11-3 13-8 15- 11 5-3 7-8 9-9 11-10 13-9 

24 
24-8 Southern Pine SS 8-1 1 14-1 18-6 23-8 26-0 8-11 13-10 17-6 20-10 

Southern Pine #I 8-7 12-9 16-2 18-11 22-ti 7-5 II-I 14-0 16-5 19-6 

Southern Pine #2 7-4 II.() 13-11 16-6 19-6 6-4 9-6 12-1 144 16-10 
Southern Pine #3 5-8 8-' 10-6 12-9 15-1 4-11 7-3 9-1 11-0 13-1 

Spruce-Pine-Fir SS 8-5 13-3 17-5 21-8 25-2 8-' 12-2 15-4 18-9 21-9 

Spruce-Pine-Fir #1 8-0 11-9 14- 10 18-2 21-0 6-11 10-2 12-1 0 15-8 18-3 
Spruce-Pinc-Fir #2 8-0 11-9 14-1 0 18-2 21.() 6-11 10-2 12-10 15-8 18-3 

Spruce-Pine-Fir #3 6-1 8- 10 11-3 13-8 15-11 5-3 7-8 9-9 11-10 13-9 

For SI: ] inch = 25.4 mm. I fOOl = 304.8 mm. 1 pound per square fOOl = 47.9 N/ml. 

(14) 



TABLE 2308.10.3(2) 
RAFTER SPANS FOR COMMON LUMBER SPECIES 

(Roof Live Load = 20 pounds per square foot Ceiling Attached to Rafters U ll :: 240) 
DEAD LOAD :: 10 pounds per square loot DEAD LOAD " 20 pounds per square fool 

RAFTER 2 ,, 4 I 2 ,, 6 '" ' 2" 10 SPACING SPECIES AND GRADE 
2 " 12 2.4 2 " 6 I 2 " 8 2 " 10 2 " 12 

(inches) Maximum rafter spans 

(ft. - in. ) (ft. - In.) (ft . • In.) (ft . • in.) (ft. - il'l.) (ft . _ il'l .) (ft. - il'l .) (ft. _ il'l.) (ft .• In.) (ft. - 11'1.) 

Douglas Fir-Larch 55 10-5 16-4 21·7 26'{) 26-0 10-5 164 21·7 26'{) 26'{) 
Douglas Fir-Larch #1 10-0 15-9 20-10 26'{) 26'{) 10-0 15-4 19-5 23-9 26.{) 
Douglas Fi r-Larch #2 9·10 15·6 20-5 25-8 26-0 9-10 1'4 18-2 22-3 25-9 

Douglas Fir· Larch #3 8-7 12-6 15-10 19-5 22·6 7-5 10·10 13-9 16-9 19-6 

Hem·Fir 55 9-10 15-6 20-5 26-0 26'{) 9-10 15-6 20-5 26-0 26·0 
Hem-Fir #1 9-8 15-2 19·11 25·5 26'{) 9-8 14-11 IS·11 23-2 26-0 
Hem-Fir #2 9-2 14-5 19-0 24-3 26'{) 9-2 14-2 17-11 21-11 25-5 

12 
Hem-Fir #3 8-7 12·6 15·10 19-5 22-<> 7-5 10-10 13·9 16-9 19-6 

Southern PiTH! 55 10-3 16- 1 21-2 26-0 26'{) 10-3 16-1 21-2 26-0 26-0 
Southern Pine #1 9-10 15-6 20-5 26-0 26'{) 9-10 15-6 19-10 23-2 26'{) 
Southern Pine #2 9-5 14-9 19-6 23-5 26'{) 9-0 13-6 17-1 20 -3 23-10 
Southern Pine #3 8-0 11-9 14-10 18-0 214 6-11 10-2 12-10 15·7 18·6 

Spruce-Pine·Fir 55 9-8 15-2 19-11 25·5 26-0 9-8 15·2 19·11 25-5 26-0 
Spruce-Pine-Fir #1 9-5 14-9 19-6 24-10 26-0 9-5 14-4 18-2 22-3 25-9 
Spruce-Pine-Fi r #2 9-5 14-9 19-6 24-10 26-0 9-5 14-4 18-2 22·3 25-9 

Spruce-Pine·Fir #3 8-7 12-6 15-10 19·5 22-6 7-5 10-10 13-9 16-9 19-6 

Douglas Fir-Larch 55 9-6 14-11 19-7 25-0 26-0 9-6 14-11 19-7 24-9 26·0 
Douglas Fir-Larch #1 9-1 1'-4 IS- II 23-9 26-0 9-1 13·3 16-10 20-7 23-10 
Douglas Fir-Larch #2 S-II 14-1 18-2 22-3 25-9 8-6 12-5 15-9 19·3 22-4 
Douglas Fir-Larch #3 7-5 10-10 13-9 16-9 19-6 6-5 9-5 II-II 14-6 16·10 
Hem-Fir 55 S-ll 14-1 18-6 23-8 26-0 8-11 14-1 IS-6 23-8 26-0 
Hem-Fir #1 8-9 13-9 18-1 23-\ 26·0 8-9 12-11 16-5 20-0 23-3 
Hem-Fir #2 8-' 13-1 17-3 21-11 25-5 8-' 12-3 15-6 18-11 22-0 

16 
Hem·Fir #3 7-5 10-10 13-9 16·9 19·6 6-5 9-5 II-II 14-6 16-10 

Soulhern Pi AC 55 9-' 14-7 19-3 24-7 26-0 9-4 14-7 19-3 24-7 26-0 
SoUlhern Pine #1 S-ll 14-1 1S-6 23-2 26-0 S- 11 13-7 17-2 20-1 23-10 
Southern Pine #2 8-7 13-5 17-1 20-3 23-10 7-9 11-8 14-9 17-6 20-8 

Southern Pine #3 6-11 10-2 12-10 15-7 IS-6 6-0 8-10 11-2 13-6 16-0 
Spruce-PiAC-Fir 55 8-9 13-9 18-1 23-1 26-0 8-9 13-9 18-1 23-0 26-0 
Spruce-Pine-Fir #1 8-7 13-5 17-9 22-3 25-9 8-6 12-5 15-9 19-3 22-4 
Spruce-Pi ne-Fir #2 8-7 13·5 17·9 22-3 25-9 8-6 12-5 15-9 19-3 22-4 
Spruce-Pine-Fir #3 7-5 10-10 13-9 16-9 19-6 6-5 9-5 II -II 14-6 16-10 

(coli/inned) 

(1 5) 



TABLE 230S.10.3{2)-continued 
RAFTER SPANS FOR COMMON LUMBER SPECIES . , , . (Roof Live Load 20 pounds per square foot Ceiling Attached to Rafters U e. 240) 

DEAD LOAD ~ 10 pounds per square loot I DEAD LOAD:: 20 pounds per square 1001 
RAFTER 
SPACING SPECIES AND GRACE 

,., 2., ,.e 2" 10 2,,12 I 2,,4 ,. , ,., 2 x 10 2" 12 

(inches) Maximum ratter spans 

(ft .• In.) (ft .• In.) (ft .• In.) (ft .• In.) (ft .• in.) (ft .• in.) (ft . • In.) (ft. - In.) (ft. - in.) (fl. - In.) 

Douglas Fir-Larch 55 8-11 14-0 18-5 23-7 26-0 8-11 14-0 18-5 22-7 26-0 
Douglas Fir-Larch #1 8-7 13-6 17-9 21-8 25-2 8-4 12-2 \5-4 18-9 21-9 

Douglas Fir-Larch #2 8-5 13-1 16-7 20·3 23-6 7-9 1l·4 14-4 17·7 20-4 
Douglas Fir-Larch <3 6-9 9·11 12-7 15-4 17-9 5-10 8-7 10·10 13-3 15·5 

em-Fir 55 8-5 13-3 17-5 22-3 26-0 8-5 13-3 17-5 22-3 25·9 
Hem-Fir #1 8-3 12-11 17-1 21-1 24-6 8-1 11-10 15-0 18-4 21-3 

em-Fir #2 7-10 12-4 \6·3 20-0 23-2 7-8 11·2 14·2 17-4 20-1 

19.2 
-tern-Fir <3 6-9 9-11 12·7 15-4 17-9 5·10 8-7 lO-iO 13-3 15-5 
Southern Pine 55 8-9 13-9 18-2 23-1 26-0 8-9 13-9 18-2 23-1 26-0 

Southern Pine #1 8-5 \3-3 17-5 21-2 25-2 8-4 12-4 15-8 18-4 21-9 

Southern Pine #2 8-1 12-3 15-7 18-6 21-9 7-1 10-8 13-6 16-0 18-10 

Southern Pine #3 6-4 9-4 11-9 14-3 16-10 5-6 8-1 10-2 12-4 14-7 

prucc-Pine-Fir 55 8-3 12-11 17-1 21-9 26-0 8-3 12-11 17-1 21-0 24-4 

Spruce-Pine-Fir #1 8-1 12-8 16-7 20-3 23-6 7-9 11-4 14-4 17-7 20-4 

pruce-Pine-Fir #2 8-1 12-8 16-7 20-3 23-6 7-9 11-4 14-4 17-7 20-4 
pruce-Pinc-Fir #3 6-9 9-11 12-7 15-4 17-9 5-10 8-7 lO-1O 13-3 15-5 

fDouglas Fir-larch 55 8-3 13-0 17-2 21-10 26-0 8-3 13-0 16-7 20-3 23-5 

Douglas Fir-larch #1 8-0 12-6 \5-\0 19-5 22-6 7-5 10-10 13-9 16-9 19-6 

pouglas Fir-larch #2 7-10 11-9 14-10 18-2 21-0 6-11 10-2 12- 10 15-8 IS-3 

Pouglas Fir-larch <3 6-1 S- IO 11-3 13-S IS-II 5-3 7-8 9-9 \1-10 13-9 

~em-Fir 55 7-10 12-3 \6-2 20-S 2S-\ 7-10 12-3 16-2 19-10 23-0 

Hem-Fir <I 7-S 12-0 15-6 IS-II 21-11 7-3 10-7 13-S 16-4 19-0 

~em-Fir #2 7_3 II-S 14-8 17-10 20-9 6-10 10-0 12-8 IS-6 17-11 

24 
[Hem-Fir <3 6-1 S-1O 11-3 13-S IS-II 5-3 7-8 9-9 11-10 13-9 

fSouthern Pine 55 8-1 12-9 16-10 21-6 26-0 8-1 12-9 16-10 20-10 24-S 

Southern Pine #1 7-10 12-3 16-2 IS-II 22-6 7-5 11-\ 14-0 16-S 19-6 

f50uthern Pine #2 7_4 11-0 13-11 16-6 19-6 6-4 9-6 12-1 14-4 16-10 

~uthern I'ine #3 5-8 8-4 10-6 12-9 IS-\ 4-11 7-3 9-1 11-0 13-\ 

fSprucc- Pine-Fir 55 7-8 12-0 IS-IO 20-2 24-7 7-8 12-0 IS-4 IS-9 21-9 

Spruce-Pine-Fir < I 7-6 11-9 14-10 18-2 21-0 6- 11 10-2 12-10 15-S 18-3 

fSprucc- Pine-Fir #2 7-6 11-9 14-10 \8-2 21-0 6-11 10-2 12-10 15-8 18-3 

pruce-Pine-Fir #3 6-1 S-IO 11-3 13-8 IS-II 5-3 7-8 9-9 J 1-10 13-9 
, 

For SI: I lOch" 25.4 mm, I foot " 304.8 mm, t pound per square foot " 47.9 N/m-. 

(16) 



TABLE 2308.10.3(3) 
RAFTER SPANS FOR COMMON LUMBER SPECIES 
- , , -(Ground Snow Load - 30 pounds per square foot Ceil ing Not A ttached to Rafters Wd - 180) 

DEAD LOAD", 10 pounds per square loot DEAD LOAD ~ 20 pounds per square foot 
RAfTER 2><4 I 2><6 I 2 >< 8 2 x 10 
SPACING SPECIES AND GRADE 

2 x 12 2,,4 I 2><6 2.8 2 x 10 2 x 12 

(inches) Maximum raft er spans 

(ft. - In.) (ft. - In.) (ft . • In.) (ft. - In.) (ft .• in.) (fl· In .) (ft .• in.) (fl . . in.) (ft. - In.) (It. -In.) 

Douglas Fir Larch 55 10-0 15-9 20-9 26-0 26-0 JO-D 15-9 20-1 24-6 26·0 

Douglas Fir-Larch #I 9-8 14-9 18-8 22-9 26-0 9-0 13-2 16-8 20-4 23-7 
Douglas Fir-Larch #2 9-5 13-9 17-5 21-4 24-8 8-5 12-4 15-7 19-1 22-1 
Douglas Fir-Larch #3 7-1 10-5 13-2 16-1 18-8 6-4 9-4 1 J-9 14-5 16-8 
He m-Fir 55 9-6 14-10 19-7 25-0 26-0 9-6 14-10 19-7 24- 1 26-0 
Hem-Fir # 1 9-3 14-4 18-2 22-2 25-9 8-9 12-10 16-3 19-10 23-0 
Hem-Fir #2 8-\0 13-7 17-2 21-0 24-4 8-4 12-2 15-4 18-9 21-9 

12 
Hem-Fir #3 7-1 10-5 13-2 16-1 18-8 6-4 9-' 11-9 14-5 16-8 
Southern Pille SS 9-1 0 15-6 20-5 26-D 26"() 9-10 15-6 20-5 25-4 26-0 
Southern PillC '1 9-6 14-10 19-0 22-3 26-0 9-0 13-5 17-0 19-11 23-7 

Southern Pine #2 8-7 12- 11 16-4 19-5 22-10 7-8 11-7 14-8 17-4 20-5 

Southern Pine .3 6-7 9-9 12-4 15-0 17-9 5-11 8-9 11-D 13-5 15-10 

'prutt-Pinc-Fir SS 9-3 14-7 19-2 24-6 26-D 9-3 14-7 18-8 22-9 26-0 
Spruce-Pine-Fir '1 9-1 13-9 17-5 21-4 24-8 8-5 12-4 15-7 19-1 22-1 

prucc-Pine-Fir #2 9-1 13-9 17-5 2 1-4 24-8 8-5 12-4 15-7 19-1 22-1 

pruce-Pinc-Fir #3 7-1 10-5 13-2 16-1 18-8 6-' 9-4 11-9 14-5 16-8 

Douglas Fir-Larch 55 9-1 14-4 18-10 23-9 26-D 9-1 13-9 17-5 21-3 24-8 

Douglas Fir-Larch .1 8-9 12-9 16-2 19-9 22- 10 7- 10 11 -5 14-5 17-8 20-5 

Douglas Fir-Larch #2 8-2 II-II 15-1 18-5 21-5 7-3 10-8 13-6 16-6 19-2 

Douglas Fir-Larch .3 6-2 9-0 11-5 13-1 1 16-2 5-6 8- 1 10-3 12-6 14-6 

Hem-Fir 5S 8-7 13-6 17-10 22-9 26-D 8-7 13-6 17-1 20-10 24-2 

Hem-Fir '1 8-5 12-5 15-9 19-3 22-3 7-7 II-I 14-1 17-2 19-11 

Hem-Fir #2 8-0 !I -9 14-1 I 18-2 21-1 7-2 10-6 13-4 16-3 18-10 

~m-Fir #3 6-2 9-0 11-5 13-11 16-2 5-6 8-1 10-3 12-6 14-6 
16 

Southern Pine SS 8-11 8-1 I 18-5 21- 11 25-11 14-1 18-6 23-8 26-0 14-1 

Southern Pine .1 8-7 13-0 16-6 19-3 22-10 7-10 11-7 14-9 17-3 20-5 

Southern Pine #2 7-6 11-2 14-2 16-10 19-10 6-8 JO-D 12-8 15-1 17-9 

Southern Pine #3 5-9 8-6 10-8 13-0 15-4 5-2 7-7 9-7 11-7 13-9 

pruce-Pine-Fir SS 8-5 13-3 17-5 22-1 25-7 8-5 12-9 16-2 19-9 22-10 

Spruce-Pine-Fir . 1 8-2 II-II 15-1 18-5 21 -5 7-3 10-8 13-6 16-6 19-2 

pruce-I'ine-Fir '2 8-2 11-!I 15-1 18-5 21-5 7-3 10-8 13-6 16-6 19-2 

pruce-Pinc-Fir #3 6-2 9-0 11-5 13-11 16·2 5-6 8-1 10-3 12-6 14-6 

(coIIITII lled) 

(17) 



TABLE 2308.10.3(3)-continued 
RAFTER SPANS FOR COMMON LUMBER SPECIES 

(Ground Snow Load = 30 pounds per square foot Ceiling Not Attached to Ratters U t.. = 180) 
DEAD LOAD" 10 pounds per square foot DEAD LOAD" 20 pounds per square foot 

RAFTER 
SPACING SPECIES AND GRADE 

, .. ,. , h' 2><10 I 2><12 I 2><4 h' ,. , 2" 10 2" 12 

(inches) Ma)(imum rafter spans 
(ft .• In.) (ft •• In.) (ft . • in.) (ft.· in.1 (ft. · in.) (ft.· in.) (ft.· in.) (ft .• In.) (ft. - In.) (ft.· in.) 

Douglas Fir·Larch 55 8-7 13·6 17·9 21 -8 25·2 8-7 12·6 15·10 19-5 22-6 

Douglas FIr-larch .1 7-11 11-8 14-9 18-0 20- 11 7-1 10-5 13-2 16-1 18-8 

jnouglas Fir-Larch #2 7-5 10-11 13-9 16-10 19-6 6-8 9-9 12-4 15- 1 17-6 

Douglas Fir-Larch #3 5-7 8-3 10-5 12-9 14-9 5-0 7-' 9-' 11-5 13-2 

Hem-Fir 55 8-1 12-9 \6-9 21-4 24-8 8-1 12-4 15-7 19-1 22- 1 

Hem-Fir .1 7-9 11·4 14-4 17-7 204 6-11 10-2 12-10 15-8 \8-2 

Hem-Fi r #2 7-4 10-9 13-7 16-7 19-3 6-7 9-7 12-2 14-10 17-3 

Hem-Fir #3 5-7 8-3 10-5 \2-9 \4-9 5-0 7-' 9-4 11-5 13-2 
19.2 

~llihem Pine 55 8-5 13-3 17-5 22-3 26-0 8-5 13-3 16-10 20-0 23-7 

SoUlhem Pine .1 8-0 11-10 15-1 17-7 20-11 7-1 10-7 13-5 15-9 \8-8 

~uthem Pine #2 6-10 10-2 12-11 154 18-1 6-1 9-2 11-7 13-9 16-2 

~uthem Pine #3 5-3 7-9 9-9 11-10 14-0 '-8 6-11 8-9 10-7 12-6 

~pruce-Pi ne-Fir 55 7-11 12-5 16-5 20-2 23-4 7-11 11-8 14-9 18-0 20-11 

Spruce-Pine-Fir '1 7-5 1O-11 13-9 16-10 19-6 6-8 9-9 12-4 15- 1 17-6 

~pruce-Pine-Fir #2 7-5 10-11 13-9 16-10 19-6 6-8 9-9 12-4 15-1 17-6 

Ispruce-Pine-Fir #3 5-7 8-3 10-5 12-9 14-9 5-0 7-4 9-4 11-5 13-2 

Dollgla<> Fir-Larch 55 7-11 12-6 15-10 19-5 22-6 7-8 11-3 14-2 17-4 20-1 

Douglas Fir-Larch '1 7-1 10-5 13-2 16-1 18-8 6-' 9-' 11-9 14-5 16-8 

tnouglas Fir-Larch #2 6-8 9-9 12-4 15-1 17-6 5- \1 8-8 11-0 13-6 15-7 

Douglas Fir-Larch #3 5-0 7-4 9-' 11-5 13-2 4-6 6-7 8-4 10-2 11-10 

Hem-Fir 55 7-6 11-10 15-7 19·1 22-1 7-6 ! \-0 13-11 17-0 19-9 

Hem-Fir #1 6-11 10-2 12-10 15-8 18-2 6-2 9-1 11-6 14-0 16-3 

Hem-Fir .2 6-7 9-7 12-2 14-10 17-3 5-10 8-7 10-10 13-3 15-5 

Hem-Fir #3 5-0 7-4 9-' 11-5 13-2 4-6 6-7 8-4 10-2 11-10 
24 

~ulhem Pine 55 7-10 12-3 16-2 20-0 23-7 7-10 11-10 15-0 17-11 21-2 

Southern Pine '1 7-1 10-7 13-5 15-9 18-8 6-' 9-6 12-0 14- 1 16-8 

~uthem Pine .2 6-1 9-2 1i-7 13-9 16-2 5-5 8-2 10-4 12-3 14-6 

~ulhem Pine #3 4-8 6-1 1 8-9 10-7 12-6 4-2 6-2 7-10 9-6 11-2 

~pruce -I'i ne-Fir 55 7-' 11 -7 14-9 18-0 20-1\ 7-1 10-5 13-2 16-1 18-8 

Spruce-Pine-Fir .1 6-8 9-9 12-4 15-1 17-6 5-11 8-8 11-0 13-6 15·7 

~pruce-Pine-Fjr #2 6-8 9-9 12-4 15-1 17-6 5-11 8-8 11-0 13-6 15-7 

pruce-Pine-Fir #3 5-0 7-4 9-' 11-5 13-2 4-6 6-7 8-4 10-2 11-10 

For Sl: I inch ", 25.4 mm, I fOOl " 304.8 mm, I pound per square fOOl'" 47.9 N/m' . 

(18) 



TABLE 2308.10.3(5) 
RAFTER SPANS FOR COMMON LUMBER SPECIES . , , • (Ground Snow Load 30 pounds per square foot Ceiling Attached to Rafters L../I}. 240) 

DEAD LOAD " 10 pounds per square foot DEAD LOAD" 20 pounds per square loot 
RAFTER 2><4 I 2x6 I 2><8 2xl0 ~ 2)(12 1 

SPACIN G SPECIES AND GRACE 
2x4L 2,,6 , .. 2" 10 2" 12 

(inches) Maximum ratter spans 

(ft. - in.) (ft. - in.) (ti. - In.) (ft. - In.) (ft. - In.) (fl. - In.) (ti. - In.) (ft. - In.) (tt. -In.) (ft . -In.) 

Douglas Fir-Larch SS 9-1 14-4 18- JO 24-1 26-0 9-1 14-4 \8-10 24-1 26-0 
Dougla~ Fir-Larch #1 8-9 13-9 18-2 22-9 26-0 8-9 13-2 16-8 ZOA 23-7 
Douglas Fir-Larch #2 8-7 13-6 17-5 21-4 24-8 8-5 12-4 15-7 19-1 22-1 

Douglas Fir-Larch #3 7-1 10-5 13-2 16-1 18-8 6-4 9-4 11-9 14-5 16-8 

Hem-Fir SS 8-7 13-6 17-10 22-9 26-0 8-7 13-6 17-10 22-9 26-0 
Hem-Fir #1 8-5 13-3 17-5 22-2 25-9 8-5 12-10 16-3 \9-10 23-0 
Hem-Fir #2 8-0 12-7 16-7 21-0 24-4 8-0 12-2 15-4 18-9 21 -9 

Hem-Fir #3 7-1 10-5 13-2 16-1 18-8 6-4 9-4 11-9 14-5 16-8 
12 

Southern Pine SS 8-11 14-1 18-6 23-8 26-0 8-1 ! 14-1 18-6 23-8 26-0 
Southern Pine #1 8-7 13-6 17-10 22-3 26-0 8-7 13-5 17-0 19-11 23-7 
Southern Pine #2 8-3 12-11 16-4 19-5 22-10 7-8 11-7 14-8 17-4 20-5 

Southern Pine #3 6-7 9-9 12-4 15-0 17-9 5-1 I 8-9 lI-O 13-5 15-10 

prucc-Pine-Fir SS 8-5 13-3 17-5 22-3 26-0 8-5 13-3 17-5 22-3 26-0 
Spruce-Pine-Fir #1 8-3 12-11 17-0 21-4 24-8 8-3 12-4 15-7 19-1 22-1 
pruce-Pine-Fir #2 8-3 12-11 17-0 21-4 24-8 8-3 12-4 15-7 19-1 22-1 
pruce-Pine-Fir #3 7-1 10-5 13-2 16-1 18-8 6-4 9-4 11-9 14-5 16-8 

Douglas Fir-larch SS 8-3 13-0 17-2 21-10 26-0 8-3 13-0 17-2 2 1-3 24-8 

Douglas Fir-larch #1 8-0 12-6 16-2 19-9 22-10 7-10 11-5 14-5 17-8 20-5 
Douglas Fir-Larch #2 7-10 II-II 15-1 18-5 21-5 7-3 10-8 13-6 16-6 19-2 

Douglas Fir-Larch #3 6-2 9-0 11-5 13-11 16-2 5-6 8-1 10-3 12-6 14-6 

Hem-Fir SS 7-10 12-3 \6-2 20-8 25-1 7-10 12-3 16-2 20-8 24-2 
Hem-Fir #1 7-8 12-0 15-9 19-3 22-3 7-7 11-1 14-1 17-2 19-11 
Hem-Fir #2 7-3 11-5 14-11 18-2 21-1 7-2 10-6 13-4 16-3 18-10 

Hem-Fir #3 6-2 9-0 11-5 13-11 16-2 5-6 8-1 \0-3 12-6 14-6 
16 

Southern Pine SS 8-1 12-9 16-10 21-6 26-0 8-1 12-9 16-10 21-6 25-11 

Southern Pine #1 7-10 12-3 16-2 19-3 22-10 7-10 11-7 14-9 17-3 20-5 

Southern Pine #2 7-6 11-2 14-2 16-10 19-10 6-8 10-0 12-8 15-1 17-9 

Southern Pine #3 5-9 8-6 10-8 13-0 15-4 5-2 7-7 9-7 11-7 13-9 

pruce-Pine-Fir SS 7-8 12-0 15-10 20-2 24-7 7-8 12-0 15-10 19-9 22-10 

Spruce-Pine-Fir #1 7-6 ! 1-9 15-1 18-5 21-5 7-3 10-8 13-6 16-6 19-2 

pruce-I' ine-Fir #2 7-6 11-9 15-1 18-5 21-5 7-3 10-8 13-6 16-6 19-2 
Spruce-Pine-Fir #3 6-2 9-0 11-5 13-11 16-2 5-6 8-1 10-3 12-6 14-6 

(collTllllled) 

(19) 



TABLE 2308.10.3(5}-continued 
RAFTER SPANS FOR COMMON LUMBER SPECIES 

(Ground Snow Load :: 30 pounds per square foot , Ceiling Attached to Rafters, U ll. :: 240) 

OEAO LOAO :: 10 pounds per square foot I OEAO LOAO _ 20 pounds per square 1001 
RAFTER 2 " 4 ! 2" 6 h ' 2" 10 2 " 12 ! 2 " 4 ,. , h' 2 " 10 2" 12 SPACING SPECIES ANO GRAOE 
(Inches) Maximum rafter spans 

(ft. - in.) (ft. - in.) (ft. - In.) (ft. - In.) (ft. - In.) (ft. - In. ) (ft. - In.) (ft. - in. ) (ft. - in.) (ft. -In.) 

Douglas Fir-Larch. 55 ,·9 12-3 16-1 20-7 25." , ·9 12-3 15-10 19-5 22-6 

Douglas Fir-Larch. #I '·6 I I-S 14-9 18." 20-1 1 '·1 10-5 13-2 16-1 IS-S 

Douglas Fir-Larch '2 '·4 10-11 13-9 16-10 19-6 6·8 9·9 124 15-1 17-6 
Douglas Fir-Larch. #3 5·, 8·3 10-5 12-9 14-9 5·0 '·4 9·4 ! 1-5 13-2 

Hem-Fir 55 '·4 11-7 15-3 19-5 23-7 '·4 11-7 15-3 19-1 22-1 

Hem-Fir #1 '·2 11-4 14-4 17-7 204 6-J! 10-2 12-10 15-S IS-2 
'Iem-Fir #2 6-10 10-9 13-7 16-7 19-3 6·, 9·, 12-2 14-10 17-3 

19.2 
Hem-Fir #3 5·, 8·3 10-5 12-9 14-9 5·0 '·4 9·4 11-5 13-2 

Southern Pine 55 '·8 12-0 15-10 20-2 24-7 ,·8 12." 15-10 20 -0 23-7 

Southern Pine #1 ,-4 11-7 15-1 17-7 20-11 '·1 10 -7 13-5 15-9 IS-S 

Southern Pine #2 6-10 10-2 12-11 154 IS-I 6·1 9·2 11-7 13-9 16-2 

Southern Pine #3 5·3 '·9 9·9 11-10 14'" 4·8 6-11 8·9 10 -7 12-6 

pruce-Pine-Fir 55 '·2 11-4 14-11 19-0 23-1 '·2 11-4 14-9 18-0 20-11 

Spruce-Pine-Fir #1 '·0 10-11 13-9 16-10 19-6 6·8 9·9 12-4 15-1 17-6 

pruce-l' ine-Fir #2 ,·0 10-11 13-9 16-10 19-6 6·8 9·9 12-4 15-1 17-6 
pruce-I' ine-Fir #3 5·, 8·3 10-5 12-9 14-9 5·0 '·4 9·4 11-5 13-2 

Douglas Fir-Larch. 55 ,.J 11-4 15'" 19-1 22-6 ,·3 11 -3 14-2 17-4 20-1 

Douglas Fir-Larch. #1 ,·0 10-5 13-2 16-1 18-8 6·4 9·4 11-9 14-5 16-8 

Douglas Fir-Larch. #2 6·8 9·9 12-4 15-1 17-6 5-11 8·8 11-0 13-6 15-7 

Douglas Fir-Larch. #3 5·0 '·4 9·4 11-5 13-2 4·6 6·' 8·4 10-2 11-10 

Hem-Fir 55 6-10 10-9 14-2 18-0 21-11 6-10 10-9 13-11 I'''' 19-9 

Hem-Fir .1 6·8 10-2 12-10 lS-S IS-2 6·2 9·1 11-6 14'" 16-3 

Hem-Fir #2 6-4 9·, 12-2 14-10 17-3 5-10 8·, 10-10 13-3 15-5 

Hem-Fir #3 5·0 '·4 9·4 ! 1-5 13-2 4·6 6·' 8·4 10-2 11-10 
24 

Southern Pine 5S 21-2 '· 1 11-2 14-8 18-9 22-10 '·1 11-2 14-8 \7-11 

Southern Pine #1 6-10 10-7 13-5 15-9 18-8 6·4 9·6 12-0 14 -1 16-S 

Southern Pine #2 6·1 9·2 11-7 13-9 16-2 5·5 8·2 10-4 12-3 14-6 
Southern Pine #3 4·8 6-11 8·9 10-7 12-6 4·2 6·2 7-10 9·6 11 -2 

pruce-Pine-Fir 55 6·8 10-6 13-10 17-8 20-11 6·8 10-5 13-2 16-1 18-8 
Spruce-Pine-Fir #1 6·6 9·9 124 15-1 17-6 5-11 8·8 11'" 13-6 15-7 

pruce-Pine-Fir #2 6·6 9·9 12-4 15-1 17-6 5-1 ! 8·8 11'" 13-6 15-7 

prucc-Pine-Fir #3 5·0 '·4 9·4 11-5 13-2 4·6 6·, 8-4 10-2 11-10 

F, 1 1 . . • . oS. Inch 25.4 mm. I rool 304.8 mm, I pound per square foot 47.9 N/m . 

(20) 



Further, Article I, Section 1.04, Subsection (D) , is hereby amended by the 
addition of Subsection (19.1) , so that each Table sha ll read as fo llows: 

19.1. The amendment of Tables RS02.3.1(1), RS02.3.1(2), RS02.3.3(1), 
RS02.3.3(2), RS02.5(1), RS02.5(2), RS02.4(1), RS02.4(2), RS02.S.1(1), 
RS02.S.I(2), RS02.S .1(3) , and RS02.S.I(S), to read as follows: 

(21) 



TABLE R502.3.1(1) 
FLOOR JOIST SPANS FOR COMMON LUMBER SPECIES 

_ (Residential sleeping areas live load ,. 30 psf U6." 360)· 

DEAD LOAD", 10 psI DEAO LOAD " 20 psI 

'" '" 2 x 10 2 x 12 '" , '" 2 x 10 2 x 12 

Maximum lloor joist spans 
JOIST SPACING 

(inches) SPECIES AND GRADE (ft -In.) (It -In.) (It -In.) (It -In.) (It - In. ) (It - In.) (It -In.) (It - In.) 

Douglas fir·larch SS ,, -6 "-6 ,,~ 25-7 ,,-6 ". ,,~ 25-7 

Douglas fir·larch " 12-0 15·10 "" 2~-8 ,,~ 15-7 ,,~ ,,~ 

Douglas fir.larch " 11-10 15-7 19·10 ,,~ "-6 14_7 17·9 ",., 
Douglas fir·lard " 

,. 12-4 13~ 17-5 ,. ,,~ 13·5 15-7 

Hem·fir SS 11·10 15-7 19·10 2~_2 11_10 15_7 19_10 2~_2 

Hem·fir " 11·7 15-3 19-5 23-7 11·7 15-2 ". 21-6 

Hem·fir " 
,,~ ,,-6 .... 22-ti ,,~ '" " .. 20_~ 

" 
Hem·fir " 

,. 'H 13. 17-5 " II. 13·5 15-7 

Souillern pine SS 12_3 16·2 "'. 25- 1 12-3 16·2 "'. 25-1 

$oulJ..rn pine " 11·10 15-7 19·10 2~-2 11·10 15·7 18·7 22~ 

SoulJ..rn pine " 11-3 14_11 Ill- I 21-4 10-9 13-6 16·2 19-1 

SoulJ..rn pine " 
,., II .. ,,~ ,,-6 1l·2 IO·J ". 1 ~ -9 

Spruc.·pine·fir SS 11_7 15·3 19-5 23-7 11-7 15·3 19·5 23-7 

Spruce·pine-fir " 11-3 14-11 ,,~ ,,~ 11-3 1 ~·7 17-9 20-7 

Spruce.pine·fir " 11-3 14-1 1 ,,~ ,,~ 11-3 14·7 17_9 ",., 
Spruc.·pine·fir " 

,., 12-4 13~ 17-5 8-6 ,,~ D -S 15-7 

Douglas fir.larch SS "" 13. 19-1 2 .. -3 "" 13~ 19-1 23·() 

Douglas fir·larch " 1O.l] 14·5 18·5 21-4 10-6 ". 16-5 \9-1 

Douglas fir·larch " 10_9 14·1 17·2 19_1 1 9·11 12·7 15-5 17·10 

Douglas fir.larch " 8·' 10-6 ". 15-1 ,. ,. II. ". Hem·fir SS 10-9 14·2 ,,~ 21-11 10·9 14-2 .. ~ 21·11 

Hem·fir " 10-6 13-10 17-8 20·9 10" 13_1 ,,~ 18·7 

Hem·fir " IO~ 13·2 II'J-IO ". 9·1O 12·5 15-2 17.7 

" Hem·fir " 8·' 10·8 ". 15-1 '"' ,. II. ,,-6 
Soulhern pine SS 11-2 14·11 18·9 22_1O 11·2 "-6 18_9 22·10 

SOUlhern pine " 1O-9 14·2 18~ 21-4 10·9 13·9 11\·1 19·1 

Soulhern pine " 10-3 13·3 IS-6 ,,-6 '" 11·10 ,,~ ". 
Soulhern pine " 1·11 10-10 12·1 14-4 ,., 8·11 10·1O ]2·10 

Spruce·pine·fir SS 10-6 13_10 ". ""' 10-6 13·10 ,,. 21_4 

Spruce·pine -fir " 1O·3 13-6 11·2 ]9·11 9·1] ]2-7 15·5 17·10 

Spruce·pine·fir " 1O·3 ". 17·2 19_11 9·11 12_7 15-5 17-10 

I Spmco-pine.fir " '·S 10·8 13~ 15-1 ,-6 ,. II. 13-6 

Douglas fir-larch SS 10·8 14·1 18~ 21·10 10-6 ]4-1 ". 21"{) 

Douglas fir-larch " 10" 13·7 16·9 " -6 ,. 12-4 13~ 17_5 

Douglas fir_larCh " 10·1 12·10 15-8 18-3 ,., 11-6 14·1 16-.. 

Douglas fir-larch " 
,. ,., ]1·10 13-9 .10 8-6 10·7 12_4 

Hem_fir SS 10·1 ,," ". ".8 10·1 ,," ". ,,,., 
Hem_fir " 9-10 ". ,<>-I ,,~ 9-6 12..{) 14·8 ". 
Hem-fir " ,., 12-5 13-6 n-I 8·11 114 13-10 16-1 

Hem_fir " 7. '·9 H·IO 13-9 6-10 8-6 ,.7 12-4 
19.2 

Southew pine SS 10. 13·10 17·8 " .. 10-6 n·1O 17·S " .. 
Southern pine " 10·] 13" 16·5 19-6 9-11 ]2-7 .. -6 17-5 

Southern pine " ,-6 12_1 "4 16·10 8. 10·10 12_10 15-1 

Soothern pine " '·3 9·' II. 13-1 ,., 8·' 9-10 11-8 

Spmco-p;ne-fir SS 9_10 13~ ,., 20-2 9-10 13. ,., " .. 
Spruco-pine-fir " 9. 12-9 15-8 18-3 ,., II. 14_1 16-3 

Spmco_pine_fir " '-6 12-9 ". 111-3 9·' 11-6 14_1 16_3 

I Spru~-pine-fir " 
,. ,., 11·10 13-9 6_10 " ,., 124 

0.:...,1a.< fir·larCh SS 9-11 J3-1 IS. ",. , 9-1I iJ·] ,~, 18-9 

Dougla.. fir·larch " 9·' "" 13. 17-5 8-6 II. \3·5 15_7 

Douglas fir·larch " ,., 11-6 I~- I 16-3 ,., ID·] 12-7 14_7 

Dougl ... fir.larch " 6-10 8·8 10-7 12" ,., ,., ,. II. 
Hem.fir SS '" 12-4 15-9 19-2 '4 12-4 15·9 18-5 

Hem·fir " 9_2 12..{) ... 'M 8-6 10·9 ]J-I 15-2 

Hem·fir " 8·' "" 13·JO 16-1 8~ 10·2 12_5 "4 
Hem·fir OJ 6-10 88 10_7 12-4 ,., ,., 9-6 ,,~ 

" Sout hern pine SS ,., 12·10 16_5 19·11 ,., l2_10 ,~, 19-8 

SoUl""rn pine " 94 12" ". 17·5 8·10 lL·J n-I 15·7 

Souillern pine " ,. 10·10 12·10 15·1 ,., 9. 11-5 13·1\ 

Southern pine " '·S 8·' 9·]() II. S·' ,., 8·10 10·5 

Spr""e.pine.fir SS 9·2 ]2·1 ]5-5 ]8·9 9·2 12·1 13. 17·5 

Spruc.·pine·fir " 8-11 11-6 14-1 16·3 8·' 10·3 12_7 14-7 

Spruce·pine·fir " 8-11 11-6 14-\ 16·] ,., 1/1·3 12_7 1~ - 7 

Spruce·pine-fir " 6_10 8-6 10_7 12-4 ,., 7·' 9-6 II~ 

For SI: 1 inch = 25.4 mm. I fOOl" 304.8 mm, I pound per square fOOl = 0.0479 kPa. 
Notl': Check sources for availabilily of lumber i~ lengths greater than 20 feel. 
3. Dead load limits for townhOUses in Seismic Design Category C and all Siructures in Seismic Design Calegories 0." 0 , and D, 

shall be determined in accordance with Section RJOI.2.2.2.1. (22) 



TABLE R502.3 .1(2) 
FLOOR JOiST SPANS FOR COMMON LUMBER SPECIES 

{ReSlde ntiallillin areas II l1e loed . 40 ., Uol. 360 · 

DEAD LOAD .. 10 Ds l DEAD LOAD = 20 osl 

JOIST ... ... 2" 10 2" 12 ... .. . 2" 10 2 " 12 

~~AC~~~ SPECIES AND Maximum nDDl" 01" , "' Inetal GRADE ·In. ·in. ·in. -" -In . -In. - in. · in. 

Douglas. fi.-Iardl SS 11--1 .,. i9·1 23-3 11--1 IS. ,~, 23·3 

Dougl>..~ fi.-Iarch " In-II ,., IS·S ". 10·11 ]4-2 ,,--I 21>-, 
Douglas fi._larch • 10·9 14-2 17.\1 21>-, '''' ]3·3 '&3 IIS-IO 

Douglas. fi.·larch " " II. ]3·5 15-7 7·11 , .. 12-3 14-3 

Hem.fi. SS ,~, 14-2 , .. 21·11 ,~, ]4·2 , .. 21·11 
IIC'm.fir " 10. 13·10 ,,. ". '''' 13·10 16-]1 19·7 

Hem·fir " , .. 13·2 16-10 20--1 , .. 13-1 ,." ... 
" 

HC'm.fir " 8. II. 'M 15·7 7·]1 , .. 12·3 14-3 

Southern pine SS 11·2 ,<-8 ,., 22·10 11·2 ". 18-9 12-10 

Southe.n pillC: " IO·'} 14-2 IS. 21.1 1 10-9 14-2 \6-11 20-' 
Southe.n pillC: • 10·3 ,3< ,>2 19·1 9·10 12-6 14·9 17·5 

Southr:.n pillC: " 8·2 '~3 12-6 14·9 ,-, ,-, !l -S ,3< 
Spruct·pillC:.fi. SS '''' 13·10 ,,. ". 10. 13·10 ". 21< 
Spruc:c-pillC:-fil " 10·3 ,,. 17-3 20-> 1().) 13·) 16·] 18·\0 

Sp.uce.pillC:.fir " 10·3 ,3< 17_3 20·7 10.) 13·3 16·3 18·\0 

S rllCc- ine·fi. " ,. II. 13-5 15·7 7·11 10. 12·) 14_3 

Dougla.~ fi._I~rch SS 10--1 13·7 "--I 21·1 10--1 13·7 "--I ". Dougla.~ fi. _larch .. \I.!l 13- 1 ,&, 19·] ,. ,,--I .,. 17·5 

Douglu fi.·larch • ,-, 12_7 15-5 17-10 ~, II. 14·1 '.3 
Dou&las fi •• larch " " 

,. II. ". 6·10 8. 10-7 ]24 

Ikm·fir SS ,-, 12·10 ,., 19-11 ~, 12-10 ,&, 19·11 

Hem·fir .. ,. 12-7 , .. IS·7 % ". 14-8 ". 
Ikm·fi. .' ,-, ". 15-2 17·7 iI·11 11--1 13-10 ,&, 

" Ikm.fir • ,. •• II. ". .10 " ,~, 124 

Souillern pi ... SS 1n-2 "--I ". "'-, 1B-:! "--I ". 20-' 
Southe.n pine " ,-, 12.10 .. , 19· 1 ~, 12·7 14-8 17·5 

Soulhe.n pi ... • '--I \1·10 ". , .. .. ln-IO 12-10 15-1 

Soulhe.n pine " ,-, S-U In-IO 12-10 &, .2 ~IO ,« 
Spruce.pino:.fi. SS ,. 12·7 , .. ". ,. 12·7 , .. ,% 

Sprutt-pino:-fi. .. ,--I 12_3 15-5 17-10 ,-, II. 10' '&3 
Spruce.pino:_fi. . ' , .. 12·3 15·5 17·10 ,-, II. 14-1 16-3 

- ino:-fi. " ,. •• II. ". .10 " 'M "--I 
Douglas fi.·bltch SS ,. 

12·10 ''---I ]9-10 ,. 12·10 ''---I 19-2 

Douglas fi •. blrch " '--I 12--1 .,. 17·5 8·10 1]·3 ". 15·11 

Douglas fi.·latch " ,-, II. 14_1 16·3 8-3 ,,. 12·10 14·10 

Douglas fir·larch " &10 ,. \0·7 12--1 &3 7-11 ,. 11-3 

Ilem·fit ss 9·2 12-1 15-5 IS·9 9-2 12·\ 15-5 18·9 

Ikm.fir .. ,. 11·10 '<-8 ". .. 10·11 "--I IS. 
l\em·fi. " ,-, \1-3 13·10 16·1 '-2 104 12·8 ". Hem·fi. " .10 ,-s 10·7 12-4 6-3 7-11 ,. 11·3 

111. 2 
Soulhern pine ss ,. 12_7 ". ". % 12·7 , 6-1> ". 
Soulhr:.n pine " 9·2 12·1 ". 17-5 ,. 11·5 13-5 IS·" 

Soulhr:rn pine " S. 10·10 12·10 15-1 ,-, 9·10 II. 13-9 

Soulhr:.n pine • 6-' S·2 9·10 II. S-II ,-, ,. ''"' SprucC'·pino:-fi. SS ,. \1·10 15·1 ,8--1 ,. 11·10 15- 1 17·9 

Spruce·pi ... ·fi. 8-' ,« 14_1 '&3 '_3 ... 12·10 14-10 

Spruce·pine.fi. • ,-, ". 14·1 ,., '-3 '''' 12·10 ]4·10 , \K'e' illt·fir • &10 ,. ,~, 12--1 '-' 7-11 ,. 11·3 

Douglas fir·blch SS ,. 11·11 15.2 ,., ,. 1\_11 14-9 17·1 

Oou&~S fir·latch " ,. II~ 1J·5 1S·7 7·11 , .. 12-3 14·3 

Douala!; fir.LlIIch " . , '~J 1l·7 H-7 ,-, ,-, " . 13--1 

Oou&Las fir·la.cb " &2 ,-, % ,,~ '-7 ,-, ,. , ~, 

IIC'm.fi. SS ,. lL-3 ,,--I 17-5 ,. II·J ,~ 16-10' 

Hem·li. " 8--1 ,~, 13_1 lS·2 ,-, ,~ 11-11 13·10 

Hem.fi. ., 7-1l 1n-2 12·5 "" ,--I ~3 "4 13·1 

lIem·li. " &2 ,-, ,. ,,~ ,-, ,-, 8. ,~, 

" SoUIhr:.n pine SS ~IO II. 14-11 18·1 tHO ". 14_11 IS. 
SouIhern pine " .. 11·3 1)·1 15·7 ,-, '~3 1241 14-3 

SoUlhr:tn pint " P •• ]1-5 ". ,. ~IO ,~, 124 

Soulhr:rn pine " ,-, '-3 S·IO ,~, '-3 .. ,-, ,. 
Spru«·pi ... ·fi. SS 8--1 II~ ". 17~ ,--I ,,~ ". 15·1] 

Spruu.pi"".fi. " ,-, '"' 12·7 14·7 ,-, ,-, II. "--I 
Sp!'uce·pi/IC.fi, ., 8-' '"' 12·' 14·7 M ,-, II. "--I 
S ~·i ... ·fir " 6·2 ?-9 ,. ". ,-, ,-, .. 10·1 

Fo. SI: 1 inch. 25.4 mm. ] foot. J(J.I.S mm 1 .. d , u31e f . • po pe sq ~ 0.0479 '1'0 
Nolf: Cllc:ck .'<OUr,," for av~il.bility of lumb .. in lengths gJe3le. {han 20 f.~1. 
•. End be.ring lenglh slut ll be increa.oed 10 2 inchr:s. 
b. Dead load limilS for lownl>ollu~ in $ci!;mic Dc.<ign CoIC'80'Y C and all ~1'uClu'e5 in St~mk Design Caltgolie~ 0". D, •• tId D, sha ll be dele.mined in 

accord.net with $celion RJOL 2.2.2.1. 
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TABLE R502.3.3(1) 
CANTILEVER SPANS FOR FLOOR JOIS TS SUPPORTING LIGHT-FRAME EXTERIOR BEARING WALL AND ROOF ONLy·,b.< . •. ;,. 

(Floor Live Load :S 40 psf Roof Live Load :S 20 psf) , 

Maximum Cantilever Span (Uplift Force at Backspan Support in l bs.)d .• 

Ground Snow load 

< 20 pst 30 ps f 50 psI 70 psI 

RoolWidth RooIWidth RoolWidth Roof Width 

Member & Spacing "" "" 40" "" "" 40" "" " " 40" "" ,," 40" 

2xS@12" 
20" 15" IS" - - - - - - - - -

(177) (227) (209) 

2 x 1O @ 16" 
29" 21" 16" 26" 18" 20" 

(22S) (271) (354) 
- - - - - -(297) (364) (375) 

2xlO @ 12" 
36" 26" 20" 34" 22" 16" 26" 19" - - - -(166) (219) (270) (198) (263) (324) (277) (356) 

2 x 12 @ 16" 
32" 25" 36" 29" 21 " 29" 20" 23" - - - -

(287) (356) (263) (345) (428) (367) (484) (471) 

2xI2@12" 
42" 31" 37" 27" 36" 27" 17" 31" 19" - -

(462) 
-

(209) (263) (253) (317) (271) (358) (447) (348) 

2xI2@8" 
48" 45" 48" 3S" 40" 26" 36" 29" 18" -

(\36) 
-

(164) (206) 
-

(233) (294) (230) (304) (379) (169) 

For SI. I Ineb = 25.4 mm. 1 foot _ 304.8 mm. I pound per square foot = 0.0479 kPa. 
a . Tabulated values arc for clear_span roof supported sole ly by exterior bearing walls. 
b. Spans are based on minimum design properties for No.2 Grade lumber of Douglas fir .!arch, hem_fir, and sp ru ce_pine_lir for repetit ive (three or more) 

members. No. I or better grade lumber shall be used for southern pine. 
c. Ratio of backs pan to cantilever span shall be at least 3: I. 

d. Connections capable of resisting the indicated uplift force shall be provided at the backspan support. 
e. Uplift force is for a backspan to cantilever span ratio of 3:1. Tabulated uplift values are permitted to be reduced by multiplying by a factor equal to 3 

divided by the actua l backspan ratio provided (3fbackspan ratio). 

t. See Section R301.2.2.2.5. [tern I, for additional limitations on cantilevered nODr joists for detached one- and two-family dwellings in Seismic Design 
Category Do. 0

" 
or D, and townhouses in Seismic Design Category C, Do. 0, or 0,_ 

g. A full-depth rim joist Shall be provided at the unsupported end of the cantilever joists. Solid blocking shall be provided at the supporled end. 
h. linear interpolation shall be permitted for building widthS and ground snow loads other than shown. 

TABLE R502.3.3(2) 
CANTILEVER SPANS FOR FLOOR JOISTS SUPPORTING EXTERIOR BALCONy··b,o.' 

Ma~lmum Cantil ever Span 
(Uplift Foree at Baekspan Supporl in tb)"6 

Ground Snow load 

Member Size Spacing < 30 psf 50 psI 70 pst 

2x8 12" 42" (139) 39" ( 156) 34" (165) 

2 x 8 16" 36" (151) 34"(171) 29" (180) 

2 x 10 12" 61" (164) 57" (! 89) 49" (201) 

2 x 10 16" 53" (180) 49"(208) 42" (220) 

2 x 10 24" 43" (212) 40" (241) 34" (255) 

2 x 12 16" 72" (228) 67" (260) 57" (268) 

2 x 12 24" 58" (279) 54" (319) 47" (330) , -l or $1. 1 Inch _ 25.4 mm, I pound per square foot = 0.0479 kPa. 
a. Spans are based on minimum design properties for No.2 Grade lumber of Douglas fir-larch, hem-fir, and spruce-pine-fir for repetitive (three 

or more) members. No.1 or better grade lumber Shall be used for southern pine. 
b, Ratio of backspan to cantilever span shall be at least 2:1. 
c, Connections capablc of resisting the indicated uplift forc~ shall be provided at the backspan support. 
d . Uplift force is for a backspan to cantilever span ratio of 2:[. Tabulated upli ft values are permiued to be reduced by multiplying by a factor 

equal to 2 divided by the actual backspan ratio provided (2Jbackspan ratio). 
e. A full-depth rim joist sha ll be provided at the unsupported end of the cantilever joists. Solid blocking shall be provided at the supported end. 

£. linear interpolation sha ll be permitted for ground snow loads other than shown. 
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TABLE R502.5(1) 
GIRDER SPANS··b AND HEADER SPANS··b FQR EXTERIOR BEARING WALLS 

(Maximum spans for Douglas fir-larch hem-fir southern pine and spruce-pine-firb and required number of jack studs) , , 

GROUND SNOW LOAD IDsn' 

GIRDERS AND '" " ro 
HEADERS SIZE Building width" (feet) 

SUPPORTING 
20 " 36 20 " 36 20 " 36 

S"an NJ' S"an NJ' S"an NJ' Soan NJ' SO'" NJ' Soan NJ' SO'" NJ' Soan NJ' S"an NJ' 

2-2 x4 H , 3·2 , 2-10 , 3·2 , 2·') , 2~ , 2·10 , 2<\ , 2·3 , 
2·2 ><6 ,., , ,. , ., , ,. , ,., , H , 4·2 , H 2 ,,-3 2 

2·2 x8 6·10 , S·II , ,... 2 S·11 2 5·2 2 ,., , ,. 2 ,., 2 ,., 2 

2·2 >< 10 ,., 2 ,., 2 6-6 2 ,., 2 ., , ,., 2 ,. , ,., 2 ,. 2 

2·2 x 12 9·' , ,., 2 U, 2 8·' 2 '·3 2 ,. 2 ,. 2 6~ 2 5·10 3 

Roof and ceiling 3·2 x 8 84 , ,., , ., , ,., , ., 2 ,., 2 .. , 5·9 2 5·2 2 

3·2 x 10 W-8 , ,., 2 ., 2 9·' 2 7·10 2 ,< 2 8·2 2 ,< 2 ,. 2 

3·2 x 12 12·2 2 ,~, 2 ., 2 10·7 2 9·2 2 8·2 2 9·' 2 8·2 , ' 4 2 

4·2" 8 ,., , 84 , ,. , 84 , ,., , 6. , ,. , 6·' , 5·11 2 

4·2 x 10 11·8 , .0-8 , ., 2 .0-8 , 9· ' 2 '·2 2 ,., , 8-2 2 7·.1 , 
4·2 x 12 14-1 , 12·2 2 to-II , 12·2 , 10-7 , ,., 2 10·][ , 9·' , 8' 2 

2-2 x 4 ,., , '·9 , ,., , 2·9 , ,., , 2·2 , ,., , 2·3 , ,. , 
2·2 x6 ,., , ,. , 

" 2 .., , 3·' , ).) , 3·9 , 3·3 , 2·][ 2 

2·2 x8 ,., 2 ,. 2 ... , '·2 2 ,~ 2 " 
, ' ·9 , '·2 2 .1.') 2 

2·2 x 10 ,. 2 6·2 2 ,. 2 64 2 ,~ 2 ,. , 5·9 2 " 2 ,., ) 

Roof. cei l ing 2·2>< 12 ,., 2 ,., 2 OJ 2 '4 2 
and one 

6.' 2 '·9 ) 6·' 2 S·1O ) ,., , 
celller·bearing )·2 x 8 ,., , 6·) , ,. 2 6·' 2 ,. 2 ,., 2 5·][ 2 ,., 2 ,. 2 

Ow, 3·2 x 10 '·9 , 
" 

, 6·]] 2 7·][ , ." , 6·J 2 ,.) , 64 2 ,. , 
)·2 x 12 10·2 2 8·]] , 

'" 
, 9·2 2 8. 2 ; .J 2 8·5 2 '4 2 6·' , 

4·2 x 8 8·' , , .) , ., , ,., , ,. , S·1l 2 6·10 , 6~ 2 S·S 2 

4·2 x 10 10·1 , 8·10 , 
'" 

, ,., , 8. 2 7·2 2 ,. 2 '4 2 ,., 2 

4·2" 12 ]]_9 2 10·3 2 '·3 2 10·7 2 9' 2 84 , 
" 

, ,~ 2 ,., , 
2-2" 4 2·8 , 24 , 2-1 , ,., , 2·J , ,< , 2·5 , 2·1 , 1·10 , 
2·2" 6 J·ll , 

" 
, 3< 2 J·IO 2 ). 2 , < , )·6 2 J·I 2 2·9 2 

2·2 " 8 ,~ , ,. 2 3·10 2 4·10 , '·2 , ,., 2 .. , 3·11 2 )<\ , 
2·2" 10 ., 2 '·3 2 .. 2 5· ]] , ,., , ,., , ,~ 2 ,., 2 4·3 , 

Roof. ceiling 2·2 " 12 ,., 2 '" 
, ,., , 6·\0 2 5·]] , ,. 3 64 , ,~ , ,< , 

and one clear 3·2 " 8 6·' 2 ,., , 4·10 , 6·' 2 ,.) 2 .. , ,., 2 4·1l , ,., 2 
span floor J·2 x 10 ,., , ., , 5·1 1 , ,., 2 6·' 2 ,., , 6·10 2 ,. 2 34 , 

3·2 x 12 8·10 , '·8 , 6-.0 2 8·' 2 ,., 2 .. , ;·Il 2 6·]] 2 6· ' 2 

4·2 x 8 ,., , 6-, , ,., , ,. , 6·' 2 ,., , 6-8 , '·8 2 ,., , 
4·2 x 10 8·' , ,., , 6-.0 2 ,., 2 7·5 2 ., , ;·11 2 6·11 2 6·2 2 

4·2 x 12 10·2 , 8·10 , 7·11 2 9·11 , 8·' , ,. , '·2 2 '" 2 7·2 2 

2-2 x4 2·7 , 2·3 , 2. , ,~ , 
" 

, I-II , 24 , 2< , ' ·9 , 
2·2 x6 3·' , ,., , 2·][ 2 3. 2 3·2 , 2·10 2 3·' , ,. 2 2. 2 

2·2 ><8 '·9 , ,., , J.9 , ,., , ,. 2 3. , '4 , '·9 , 
" 2 

2·2 x 10 '·9 , ,., 2 " 
, ,. , 4-11 2 ,., , ,.) 2 .., ) 4·2 3 

Roof, ceiling 2·2 x 12 6·8 , 5·10 , 
" 

, 6~ , ,., , '·2 , 6·' 3 ' 4 J 4·\0 3 
and lwO 

cenler·bearing 3·2x8 5·11 2 '·2 2 .. 2 ,., 2 ,., , 
" 2 ,., 2 ,., 2 '·3 2 

OW" 3·2 x 10 7·) 2 64 , ,. 2 ,., 2 6-2 2 ,., 2 6·' , ,., 2 ,., 2 

3·2 x 12 ,., 2 '4 , 6' 2 ,., , ,., , 6·' , ,. , 6·9 2 6- , , 
4·2x8 • .0 , 6. 2 " 2 6< , 5· 10 2 " 2 6·' 2 ,-8 2 4·\J , 

4·2 x 10 g4 , '4 2 6·' 2 g., , 7·2 2 6·' , ,., 2 6·' 2 ~ , 
4·2 x 12 ,., 2 g~ 2 ,. 2 ,., , 8·' 2 " 

, 8·10 2 '·9 2 ,. , 
(col/III/lied) 
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TABLE R502.5(1rcontinued 
GIRDER SPANS··b AND HEADER SPANS··b FQR EXTERIOR BEARING WALLS 

(Maximum spans for Douglas fir larch hem fir southern pine and spruce-pine fir" and required number of jack studs) . , . , . 
GROUND SNOW LOAD IDSn' 

GIRDERS AND 30 50 " HEADERS SIZE Building width"lfeetl 
SUPPORTING 

20 " 
,. 20 " 

,. 20 " 
,. 

Span ,,. Span ,,. Span 'J- Span ,,- Span ,,- Span ,,. Span ,,- SDan ,,- Span 

2·2 x 4 2·' , .. , ,~ 2 2. , 
" 

, ,., 2 2. , ,. , ,., 
2·2 x 6 3·' 2 3. , '4 2 3. 2 ,., 3 2·3 3 2·11 3 2·7 2 2·3 

2·2 x g 3·10 2 34 3 '" 3 3·10 , 34 2 2· 11 3 3' 2 3·3 2 2·11 

2·2 x 10 ,., 2 ,., 3 " 3 ,. 2 ,. 3 3·7 3 ' ·7 3 ,. , ,. 
Roof, ceiling, 

2·2 x 12 ,-' 3 ,., 3 .3 3 ,., 3 ,. 3 4·2 , ,4 3 '·7 3 ,., 
and two clear 3·2 x Ii 4·[0 3 4·2 3 " 2 4·9 2 ,., 2 3. , H 2 ,., 2 3·' 
span noors 3·2 x 10 5·1 1 , ,., , .7 3 5·10 2 ,. 2 ,~ , ,., 2 4·11 3 4·5 

3·2 ~ 12 6·10 2 5·tl 3 54 , ,., 2 5·10 3 5·3 , ,. 2 ,., 3 ,., 
4·2 x 8 '·7 2 4·tO 2 .., 2 ,-' 2 ,., 2 ,., 2 ,., 2 H 2 '·2 

4·2 ~ 10 6·10 , 5·11 2 5-3 3 ., 2 5·10 2 ,., 2 '·7 2 5·9 2 5·1 

4·2 ~ 12 7· \1 2 6·10 2 ., 3 7·' 2 ,., 3 ,. 3 H 2 ,., 2 5· 11 , , . lor 51.1 Inch __ 5.4 mm, I pound per square foot _ 0.0479 kPa. 
a. Spans are given in feet and inches. 

b. Spans are based on minimum design properties for No.2 Grade lumber of Douglas fir· larch. hem.fir, and spruce ·pine· fir. No. I or bener 
grade lumber shall be used for southern pine. 

c. Building widlh is measured perpendicular 10 the ridge. For widths between those shown, spans are permined to be interpolated. 
d. NJ • Number of jack studs required 10 support each end. Where the number of required jack studs equals one, the header is permincd to be 

supported by an approved framing anchor attached to [be full-height wall stud and [0 Ihe header. 
e. Use 30 psf ground snow load for cases in which ground snow load is less [han 30 psf and the roof live load is equal 10 or less than 20 psf. 
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TABLE R502.5(2) 
GIRDER SPANS··I> AND HEADER SPANS ... b FOR INTERIOR BEARING WALLS 

(Maximum spans for Douglas fi r larch hem fir southern pine and spruce pine fir" and required number of jack studs) - , - , - -
HEADERS AND BUILDING Wlclth< fleetl 

GIRDERS SIZE " 2B ,. 
SUPPORTING 

SDan OJ' Soan oJ' Soan 

2·2" 4 3-' , 
" 

, '-' 
2·2,,6 ,~ , 3·11 , 3. 

2·2 ,, 8 '-9 , 5~ , 4·5 

2·2 " 10 ,~ , ,-, 2 5·S 

2·2" 12 8-' , ,~ 2 8-3 

One fl oor only 3·2 "S 3-2 , '-3 , 5-' 

3·2 ~ 10 '-9 , ,-, 2 8_9 

3·2 ~ 12 10·2 2 S·IO 2 7·10 

~·2 " S 9~ , ,. , '-9 

~·2 ~ 10 10·1 , '_9 , 7·10 

~·2 ~ 12 11·9 , 10·2 , 9-' 

2·2" ~ ,-, , 1·10 , ,-, 
2·2" 6 3·2 2 2·9 2 2·5 

2·2 " S .-, 2 H 2 ) ·2 

2·2" 10 4·\1 2 4·3 , 3·10 

2·2" 12 5-9 , 5. 3 ' _5 

Two floors 3·2 " IS 5_' 2 4·5 , 3·11 

3·2 " 10 6·2 , H , 4·10 

)·2" 12 ,-, 2 8-3 , 5-' 

4·2" 8 .. , 5-3 , •• 
4·2" 10 ,-, , '-, , s. 
4·2" 12 S~ 2 ,-, , '-5 

For SI. I ,nch = 25.4 mm. I fOOl = 304.8 mm. 
3. Spans are given in feel and inches. 
b. Spans are based on minimum design properties for No.2 Grade lumber of Douglas fir.larch, hem· fir. and spruce·pine·fir. No. I or bener 

grade lumber shall be used for sou1hern pine. 
c. Building wid1h is measured pelpt:ndicular to lhe ridge. For wid1hs belween lhose shown, spans are permilled [0 be in[erpola led . 
d . NJ . Number of jack studs required 10 support each end. Where Ihe number of required jack sluds equals one, the header is perminoo 10 be 

supponed by an approved framing anchor 3nached 10 lhe full·heighl wall slud and 10 lhe header . 
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CEILING JOIST 
SPACING (Inches) 

12 

16 

19.2 

TABLE R802.4(1) 

, . , . CEILING JOIST SPANS FOR COMMON LUMBER SPECIES 
(Uninhabitable attics without storage live load 10 psf Ut. 240) 

DEAD LOAD " 5 psI 

h' ,. , h' 
SPECIES AND GRADE I I 

Maximum ceiling joist spans 

(Ieel. Inches) (feet · Inches) (Ieel· inches) 

I)nll .. I~~ fir·brrh 55 !J-2 20-8 Note a 

Douglas fir-larch #I 12-8 19-11 Note a 

Douglas fir-larch #2 12-5 19-6 25·8 

Douglas fir-larch #3 10-10 15-10 20-1 

Ilcm-fir 55 12-5 19-6 25-8 

Ilem-fir #I 12-2 19-1 25·2 

Hem-fir #2 11-7 18-2 24~ 

Hem-fir #3 JO.JO 15-10 20·] 

Southern pine 55 12_11 20-3 Note a 

Southern pine #I 12-5 19-6 15·8 

Southern pine #2 11-]0 18-8 24-7 

Southern pine #3 10-1 ]4·] 1 18·9 

Spruce-pine-fir 55 12-2 19_1 25·2 

Spruce-pine-fir #1 ll-lO 18-8 24.7 

Spruce-pine_fir #2 11-10 18-8 24-7 

Spruce-pine-fir #3 iO-lO \5-]0 20·[ 

I)n ll "I ~~ fir. l~r .. h 55 !l-II 18-9 24-8 

Douglas fir-larch " 11-6 18-1 23-10 

Douglas fir-larch #2 11_3 17-8 2J-() 

Douglas fir-larc h #3 9-5 ]]-9 17-5 

Hem_fi r 55 1)-3 17-8 23-4 

Hem-fir #1 11~ 174 22-10 

Hem_fir #2 10-6 16-6 21-9 

Hem_fir #3 9-5 ]]-9 17-5 

Southern pine 55 11-9 )8-5 24-3 

Southern pine #1 11-3 )7-8 234 

Southern pine #2 10-9 16-1] 21-7 

Southern pine #3 8-9 12- ] I ]6-3 

Spruce-pine-fir 55 11~ 174 22-\0 

Spruce-pine-fir #1 10-9 16-]1 224 

Spruce_pine_fir #2 10-9 16- 1] 22-4 

Spruce-pine-fi r #3 9-5 ]]-9 17-5 

Douglas fir-larch 55 11-3 17-8 23-) 

Douglas fir-larch #1 10-10 17~ 22-5 

Douglas fir-larch #2 10-7 16-7 21-0 

Douglas fir-larch #3 8-7 12-6 15-10 

Hem-fir 55 10-7 16-8 21-1 I 

Hem-fir #1 104 164 21-6 

Hem-fir #2 9-11 )5-7 20-6 

Hem-fir #3 8-7 12-6 15-10 

Southern -pine 55 II~ 174 22-\0 

Southern pine #1 10-7 16-8 22-0 

Southern pine #2 10-2 15-7 19-8 

Southern pine #3 8~ !l-9 14-10 

Spruce-pine-fir 55 104 164 21 -6 

Spruce-pine-fir #1 10-2 15-1 I 21~ 

Spruce_pine_fir #2 10-2 15-11 21-0 

Spruce-pine_fir #3 8-7 12-6 15-\0 

(cOli/iI/lied) 

(28) 

I 2" 10 

(feet - Inches) 

Note II 

Note II 

Note a 

24-6 

Note a 

Note a 

Note a 
24..6 

Note II 

NOle II 

Note II 

22-9 

NOle a 

NOle a 

Note a 

24-6 

Note a 
Note a 

Note a 

21-3 

Note a 

Note a 

Note a 

2]-3 

Note a 

Note a 

25-7 

19-9 

Note a 

Note a 

Note a 

2]-3 

Note a 

Note a 

25-8 

19-5 

Note a 

Note a 

25-) 

19-5 

Note a 

Note a 

23-5 

18~ 

Note a 

25-8 

25-8 

19-5 



TABLE RS02.4(1)-contfnued 

, " , " 

CEILING JOIST SPANS FOR COMMON LUMBER SPECIES 
(Uninhabitable attics without storage live load 10 psI U a 240) 

CEILING JOIST SPECIES AND GRADE 
SPACING (inches) 

h. 

(Ieet - Inches) 

Douglas fir-larch 55 10-5 

Douglas lir-larch #I 10-0 

Douglas fir-larch #2 9-10 

Douglas fi r-larch #3 7·8 

]lem-fir 55 9-10 

Hem-fir #I 9·8 

Hem-fir #2 9-2 

24 
Hem_fir #3 7·8 

Southern pine 55 10-3 

Southern pine #I 9-10 

Southern pine #2 9·3 

Southern pine #3 7-2 

Spruce-pine-fir 55 9·8 

Spruce-pine-fir #I 9·5 

Spruce-pine-fir #2 9·5 

Spruce-pine-fir #3 7·8 , Check sources for avaIlabilIty of lumber In lengths greater thaD _0 feet. 

For 5 1: I inch " 25.4 mm, 1 foot" 304.8 mm, I pound per square foot" O.0479kPa. 
a. Span exceeds 26 feet in length. 

(29) 

DEAD LOAD = 5 psI 

I h' I he 
Maximum ceiling )olsl spans 

(feet - Inehes) (feel - Inehes) 

164 21·7 

15-9 20-1 
14_10 18-9 

11-2 14·2 

15-6 20-5 

15-2 19-7 

14-5 18·6 

11-2 ]4·2 

16-1 2 1-2 

lS~ 20-5 

13·1] 17-7 

1O~ 13·) 

15-2 \9_11 

14·9 18·9 

14·9 18-9 

11·2 14-2 

I 2" 10 

(feet - Inches) 

NOiea 

24-6 

22-11 

174 

N01ea 

23-11 

22-7 

174 

NOIea 
24.(1 

20-11 

16-1 

25-5 

22_11 

22-11 

174 



CEIUNG JOIST 
SPACING (inches) 

12 

16 

19.2 

TABLE R802.4(2) 

, • , • 
CEI LING JOIST SPANS FOR COMMON LUMBER SPECIES 

(Uninhabitable attics with limited storage live load 20 psf LJt\. 240) 

DEAD LOAD " 10 psI 

2 • • 2-, 2- . 
SPECIES AND GRADE 

Maximum ceilingJolsl spans 

(feet - Inches) (feel . Inches) (Ieet· Inc hes) 

Douglas fir-larch SS ]0-5 16~ 21-7 

Douglas fir-larch '1 ]0-0 15·9 20-1 

Douglas fit-larch " 9-10 ]4·10 18-9 

Douglas fir-larch " 7-8 ll-2 14-2 

Hem-fir 5S 9·10 15~ 20-5 
Hem-fir .1 9-8 15-2 19-7 

Hem-fir " 9-2 14-5 18~ 

Hem-fir " 7-8 11-2 14-2 

Southern pine 55 10-3 16·1 2]·2 

Southern pine .1 9·10 15~ 20-5 

Southern pine " 9-3 13-11 17·7 

Southern pine " 7-2 10~ 13-} 

Spruce_pine_fir SS 9-8 15-2 ]9-11 

Spruce-pine-fir .1 9-5 ]4·9 18-9 

Spruce-pine-fir " 9-5 ]4-9 18-9 
Spruce-pine-fir " 7-8 11·2 14-2 

Douglas fir-larch 55 9-6 14-11 19-7 

Douglas fir_larch .1 9-1 1)·9 17-5 

Douglas fir-larch " 8-9 12·10 16·) 

Douglas fi r.larch " 6-8 9-8 124 

Hem·fir S5 8·11 14·1 18-6 

Hem·fir '1 8-9 1)·5 16·10 
Hem.fir " 8~ 12·8 16~ 

Hem·fir " 6-8 9-8 124 

Southern pine 55 9-' 14·7 19·) 

Southern pine .1 8·11 14~ 17·9 

Southern pine " 8-0 12.() IS·) 

Southern pine " 6·2 9·2 11-6 

Spruce·pine·fir SS 8-9 ])·9 18·1 

Spruce·pine·fir .1 8-7 12· 10 16·) 

Spruce·pine·fir " 8-7 12· 10 16·) 

Spruce·pine·fir " 6-8 9-8 124 

Douglas fit.larch 5S 8·1I I'~ 18·5 

Douglas fir·larch '1 8-7 12--6 15·10 

Douglas fir-larch " 8-0 11·9 14·10 

Douglas fir-larch " 6-1 8·10 11-3 

Hem·fir 5S 8-5 13·) 17·5 

Hem·fir '1 8-3 12·) 15~ 

Hem·fir " 7·10 11.7 14·8 

Hem·fir #3 6-1 8· 10 11·3 

Southern pine 55 8-9 13·9 18·2 

Southern pine '1 8-5 12·9 16·2 

Southern pine " 7-4 11~ 13-11 

Southern pine " 5-8 84 \O~ 

Spruce·pine-fir 55 8-3 12·tl 17-1 

Spruce·pine.fir '1 8-0 11·9 14-10 

Spruce-pine·fir " 8-0 11·9 14-10 

Spruce-pine-fir " 6-1 8-10 11-) 

(comillued) 

(30) 

I 2 " 10 

(feet - i nches) 

NOle a 

24~ 

22-11 

174 

Note a 

23-1l 

22-7 

174 

NOle a 

24~ 

20-11 

16_] 

25-5 

22-1l 

22-11 

174 

25-0 

21-3 

19·10 

15·0 

2)·8 

20·8 

19·7 

15·0 

24·7 

20·9 

18·1 

I'~ 

2)·1 

19·10 

19·10 

15~ 

2)4 

19-5 

18-2 

13·8 

22-3 

18·11 

17·10 

13-8 

23·1 

18·11 

16~ 

12-9 

21·8 

18-2 

18-2 

13·8 



TABLE R802.4(2}-continued 
CEILING JOIST SPANS FOR COMMON L.UMBER SPECIES 

"'" . , .. '" , , r ge, Ive 0. . P' , . (U h b"tabl tf with rm"ted sto a rid 20 f Ut. 240) 

CEIUNG JOIST " , 
SPACING (inches) SPECIES AND GRADE 

(Ieet -Inches) 

Douglas fir-larch 55 8·) 

Douglas fi r-larch #I )·8 

Douglas fir-larch #2 7-2 

Douglas fir-larch #3 5·5 
Hem-fir 55 7-10 
Hem-fir #I )-6 
Hem-fir #2 ).] 

24 Hem-fi r #3 ,., 
Southern pine 55 8·] 

Southern pine #I )·8 

Southern pine #2 6·) 

Southern pine #3 ,. ] 

Spruce-pine-fir 55 ) ·8 

Spruce-pine-fir #I )·2 
Spruce_pine_fir #2 )·2 
Spruce-pine_fir #3 ,., 

Check sources for availability of lumber In lengths greater than 20 feet. 

For Sl: I inch ", 25.4 mm. I foot'" 30·t8 mm, I pound per square foot'" O.0479kPa. 
a. Span e ~ceeds 26 feet in length. 

(31) 

DEAD LOAD = 10 psI 

I ,,6 I h' 
Maximum ceiling joist spans 

(1eet - Inches) (Ieet - Inches) 

13-0 17-1 

11-2 14-2 

10-6 13-3 

7· 11 10-0 
12-) 16-2 

10·11 13-10 
104 13-1 
7-1l 10-0 
12·9 16-10 

!l-5 " .. 
9-10 12..(> 

)., 9·, 

12-0 ]5-10 

10-6 13-3 

10-6 13-3 

7-11 10-0 

I 2" 10 

(feel - Inches) 

20-11 

174 

16-3 

12·3 
20-6 
[6·]l 

16-0 

12·3 
21-.6 

16_11 

14-9 

\l-S 

19-5 

16-3 

16-3 

12-3 



TABLE R802.S.1 (1) 
RAFTER SPANS FOR COMMON LUMBER SPECIES 

- , , (Roof live loacl-20 psf ceiling not attached to rafters lit.,. 180) 

DEAD LOAD" 10 psI DEAD LOAD" 20 psi 

""''' SPECIES ANO 
h . 2 • • 2 . , 2" 10 2 .. 12 h' h. h' 2 " 10 2 " 12 

SPACING 
GRADE Maximum ratter . p.n,' 

(inc,,") 
(feet - (feel . Ifeet· (feet · (feet · (f .. t - (f .. t - {Ieet - (feel - (Ie.' -

Incne.) Inches) Inches) Inches) inches) Inches) Inches) Inches) inches) Inche.) 

OouiJas fir-larch 55 11-6 18-0 23·9 Notcb NOIeb 11-6 18-0 2)-5 NOleb 1'101, b 

Dou21as fir-larch 'I 11- 1 174 22·5 NOleb NOlCb 10-6 154 19-5 23-9 NOle b 

DouiJas fiT-larch 12 10-10 16-7 21-0 25-8 NOle b 9· 10 144 18-2 22-3 25-9 

DouiJas fir-Inrch " 8-7 12-6 15-\0 19-5 22-6 7-5 10-10 13-9 16-9 19-6 

I-Iem·fir SS 10-10 17-0 22·5 Notcb NOle b 10-10 17-0 22-5 Notcb Nole b 
Hem_fir '1 10 -7 16~ 21 -10 Notcb NOle b 10-) ."·11 18-11 23-2 NOle b 

Hem-fir " 10-1 IS- I! 20·8 25·) NOle b 9-8 14·2 17·] 1 21·11 25·5 

Item-fir " 8-7 12-6 15·10 19-5 22-6 7-5 10·\0 13·9 16·9 1% 
12 Soulhern pine SS 11-3 17·8 23-4 NOlCb NOle b 11·3 1 7~ 234 NOie b Notcb 

Soulhern pine .1 10-10 17-0 22-5 NOlCb NOle b 10-< 15·8 19·10 23·2 NOle b 

SoUlhern pine " \04 15·7 1 9~ 23·5 NOle b 9-0 13-< 17·1 20 ·3 23·10 

SoUlhern pine " 8-0 11-9 14· 10 18-0 214 6·11 10·2 12·10 15·7 18-6 

Spruce·pine-fi r SS 10·7 16-8 2\·11 NOle b Note b 10·7 16~ 21·9 Note b Note b 

Spruce·pine·fi r '1 10-4 16-3 21-0 25·8 Note b 9·10 144 18·2 22·3 25-9 

Spruce·pine·fi r " 10-4 16-3 21..() 25~ Noteb 9· 10 144 18·2 22·3 25-9 

Spruce·pine·fir " 8-7 12-6 15·10 19·5 22-6 7-5 10·10 ]J.9 16-9 19-6 

Doultlas fir·larch SS 10·5 164 21·7 NOleb Note b 10·5 16-0 20·3 24·9 NOle b 

DoU2las fir·larch '1 10-0 154 19·5 23-9 Noteb 9_1 13·3 16·10 20·7 23·10 

Dou21as fir·larch " 9· 10 144 18-2 22·3 25·9 8-6 12·5 15·9 ]9·3 224 

Oou21as fir·larch " 7-5 10-10 ]J·9 16·9 19-6 6-5 9-5 11·1 1 14-6 ]6-10 

"'em·fir SS 9· 10 15-6 20·5 Noteb Note b 9. 10 15-6 19·1 1 24-4 Note b 

lIem·fir .1 9~ 14-11 18-11 23-2 NOle b 8· 10 12-1 ] 16-5 20"() 23·3 

Ilem-fir " 9-2 14_2 17-11 21-11 25-5 8-5 12-3 15-6 18-11 22-<l 

Uem-fir " 7-5 10-10 13-9 16-9 19-6 6-5 9-5 I I-II 14-6 ]6·10 
16 

Southern pine SS 10·3 16- \ 21-2 Noteb NOleb 10·3 16·1 21-2 25-7 Note b 

Southern pine '1 9- 10 15-6 19-10 23-2 Noteb 9- 1 13-7 ]7.2 20- 1 23-10 

Southern pine " 9-0 13-6 17-] 20-3 23- 10 7-9 I I~ ]4·9 17-< 20-8 

Southern pine " 6- 11 10-2 12·10 15·7 18-< 6-0 8-10 Jl-2 13-6 ]6-0 

Snruce-pint-fir SS 9-8 15·2 19-1 1 25-5 NOleb 9-8 14-10 \8-1 0 23-0 Note b 

Spruce-pine-fir 'I 9-5 144 18·2 22-3 25-9 8-< 12-5 15-9 ]9·3 224 

Spruce-pine-fir " 9-5 144 18·2 22·3 25-9 8-6 12-5 15·9 ]9-3 224 

Spruce-pine-fir " 7-5 10·10 13-9 16·9 19-6 6-5 9-5 II-II 14-6 16-10 

Doultlas fir-larch SS 9· 10 15-5 20-4 25-11 Noteb 9-10 14-7 18-6 22·7 Note b 

Doultlas fi r.larch '1 9-5 14-0 17-9 21-8 25-2 84 12-2 154 ]8·9 21-9 

Dou21as fir.larch " 8-11 13-\ \ 6-7 20-3 23-6 7-9 114 1'-4 17.7 204 

Dou21as fir·larch " 6-9 9- 1J 12-7 154 17-9 5·10 8-7 10-\0 13-3 15-5 

"'em·fir SS 9-3 14-7 19-2 24-6 Noteh 9-3 14-4 18-2 22-3 25-9 

Uem.fir ' 1 9-1 1 3~ 174 21-1 24-6 8-1 11 -10 15-0 18-4 21-3 

Uem·fir " 8-8 12-11 164 20"() 23-2 7-8 11-2 14-2 174 20-1 

19.2 
Bem·fir " 6-9 9-11 12-7 154 17·9 5· 10 8-7 10-\0 13-3 15-5 

Southern pine SS 9-8 ]5·2 19-11 25-5 Noteb 9-8 15-2 19-7 23-4 Noteb 

Soulhern pine .1 9-3 14-3 ]8·1 21·2 25-2 84 12-4 15~ 184 21-9 

Soulhern pine " 8-2 12-3 15-7 18-6 21-9 7_1 10-8 13-6 16-0 18-10 

Southern pine " 64 94 11-9 14-3 16· ]0 5-6 8- 1 10-2 12-4 14.7 

Spruce·pine·fir SS 9-1 14-3 18-9 23-11 Noteb 9-1 13-7 17·2 ZI ..() 24-4 

Spruce·pine·fir .1 8-10 13-1 16-7 20-3 23-6 7-9 114 144 17-7 20-4 

Spruce-pint-fir " 8·10 13-1 16·7 20-3 23-< 7-9 114 144 17.7 204 

Spruce-pine-fir " 6-9 9-] I 12·7 154 17-9 5·10 8-7 10- \0 13-3 15-5 

(collfilwed) 

(32) 



TABLE RS02.S.1 (1)-continued 
RAFTER SPANS FOR COMMON LUMBER SPECIES 

(R f1' I d 20 f T t 11 h d t ft lJa 1S0) 00 Ive oa '" ps , cel m9 no , " • 0'" ers, 0 

DEAD LOAD ,. 10 psf DEAD LOAD : 20 psI 

RAFTER 
,. , '" , ., 2>< 10 2" 12 '" '" '" 2><10 

SPECIES AND SPACING 
(Incllu) 

GRADE Maximum ratter s pans' 

(feet . (feet· (Ieet· (Ieet· (feet· (feet· (feet· (feet· (feet· 
Inches) Inches) inches) inches ) inches) Inches) inches) Inches) inches) 

Douglas fir·la rch 55 9-1 144 18·10 23.4 Noteb 8·1 1 13·1 16·7 20·3 

Douglas fir·larch #1 8-7 12-6 15·10 19·5 22-6 7-5 10·10 13·9 16·9 

Douglas fir·larch #2 8-0 11·9 14.\0 18·2 21..() 6·11 \0·2 12·10 15·8 

Douglas fir·larch #3 6-1 8·10 11 -3 13-8 15-11 5-3 7-8 9-9 11·\0 

Hem.fir 55 8-7 \3-6 17-10 22-9 NOle b 8-7 12·10 16-3 19·10 

Hem·fir #1 8-. 12-3 15-6 18·11 21 ·1 ! 7-3 10-7 13·5 164 

11em·fir #2 7·lJ 11-7 14·8 17·10 20-9 6-10 1O~ 12-8 15-6 

24 
Ilem-fir #3 6-1 8-\0 11·3 13·8 IS_II 5-3 7-8 9-9 11 -10 

Southern pine 55 8-11 14_1 18. 23-8 Note b 8·11 13·\0 17-6 20·10 

Southern pine #1 8-7 12-9 16·2 18-11 22-6 7-5 11-1 1 4 ~ 16·5 

Southern pine #2 7_. 11-0 13-11 16-6 19·6 6-. 9-6 12·1 144 

Southern pine #3 5-8 8-4 10< 12-9 15-1 4·11 7-3 '-I 11·0 

Spruce-pine-fi r 55 8-5 13-3 17·5 21-S 25-2 8-4 12-2 154 IS·9 

Spruce-pi ne_fir #1 8-0 11 -9 14-10 18-2 21-0 6-11 10-2 12-10 15·8 

Spruce_pine_fir #2 8-0 11_9 14_10 18-2 21-0 6-11 \0-2 12-10 15-8 

Spruce-pine-fir #3 6-1 8-\0 11 ·3 13-S IS-II 5-3 7-8 ,-, II-ID 

Check sources for availabIlity of lumber In lengths greater than 20 feel. 

For 51: 1 inch'" 25.4 mm, I foot'" 304.8 mm, 1 pound per square foot'" 0.0479 kra. 
a. The tabulated rafter spans assume that ceiling joists are located at lhe bollom of lhe attic space or lhal some other method of resisting the 

outward push of the rafters on the bearing walls, such as rafter lies. is provided at that location. When ceil ing joists or rafter lies are localed 
higher in lhe aUie space, the rafler spans shall be multiplied by lhe factors given below: 

where: 

1/3 

1/4 

1/5 

1/6 

In.5 or less 

11("= ~I eight of ceiling joists or rafler lies mca~ured vertically ~bove lhe lOp of the rafler suppott walls. 
fIR = Heighl of roof ridge measured vertically above the top of the rafter support wall s. 
b. Span exceeds 26 feel in lengl h. 

(33) 

Ratter Span Adjustment Factor 

0.67 

0.76 

0.83 

0.90 

1.00 

2" 12 

(feet· 
Inches) 

23·5 

1% 

18·3 

13·9 

23~ 

I'~ 
17-11 

13·9 

24·S 

19-6 

16- \0 

13·1 

21·9 

IS·3 

IS-3 

13-9 



RAfTER 2" 4 I 
SPACING 

SPECIES AND 
GRADE 

{Inch.s. 
(feet. 

Inches) 

Douglas fir-larch 55 10-5 

Douglas fir-larch #l 1O~ 

Douglas fir- larch #2 9-10 

Douglas fir-larch #3 8-7 

Hem-fir 55 9-10 

Hem-fir .1 9-8 

Hem-fir #2 9-' 

12 Hem-fi r #3 8-7 

Southern pine 55 10-3 

Southern pine .1 9-10 

Southern pine #2 9-5 

Southern pine #3 8-0 

Spruce-pine-fir 55 9-8 

Spruce-pine-fir '1 9-5 

Spruce-pine-fir #2 9-5 

Spruce-pine-fi r .3 8-7 

Douglas fir-larch 55 9-6 

Douglas fir-larch #1 9-1 

Douglas fir·larch #2 8·11 

Douglas fir _larch #3 '-5 
Hem_fi r 55 8·11 

Hem_fi r .1 8-9 

Hem-fi r #2 8-' 

16 
Hem-fir OJ 7-5 

Southern pine 55 9-' 

Southern pine .1 8-11 

Southern pine #2 8-7 

Southern pine OJ 6·11 

Spruce-pine_fir 55 8-9 

Spruce-pine-fir .1 8-7 

Spruce-pine-fir #2 8-7 

Spruce_pine_fir OJ 7-5 

Douglas fir-larch 55 8·11 

Douglas fir-larch .1 8-7 

Douglas fir-larch #2 8-5 

Douglas fir-larch OJ 6-9 

Hem_fir 55 8-5 

Hem-fir .1 8-3 

Hem_fir #2 7-10 

Hem-fi r #3 6-9 
19.2 

Southern pine SS 8-9 
Southern pine '1 8-5 
Southern pine #2 8-1 
Southern pine #3 6-4 
Spruce-pine-fir 55 8-3 
Spruce-pine-fir .1 8-1 
Spruce-pine-fir #2 8-1 
Spruce·pine-fir #3 6-9 

TABLE RB02.S.1 (2) 

" , , " 

RAFTER SPANS FOR COMMON LUMBER SPECIES 
(Roof live load 20 psf ceiling attached to rafters Ud 240) 

DEAD LOAD = 10 pSI I 
2><6 I ,,' I 2)( 10 I 2 )( 12 I 2>< 4 I ,,6 

Maximum rafter spans· 

(Ieel- (feet· (Ieet- (feet - (Ieet- (feet -

DEAD LOAD " 20 psI 

I " , I 2)( 10 

(Ieet - {Ieet -
Inehes) Inehes) Inches) Inches) Inches) Inches) Inches) Inches) 

164 2]·7 NOl9 b Noteb 10-5 164 21·7 Noteb 

15-9 20·\0 N01eb NOleb 10-0 15-4 1<)·5 23-9 

>5-6 20-5 25-8 Noteb 9-10 144 18·2 22-3 

12-6 15 -10 19-5 22-6 7-5 10-10 13·9 16-9 

>5-6 20-5 Note b NOleb 9-10 15-6 20-5 Note b 

15-2 19·1l 25-5 NOleb 9-8 14·11 18_11 2)·2 
14-5 19~ 24-) Note b 9-2 14-2 J7.1I 21_11 

12-6 15·10 19·5 22-6 7-5 10-\0 13-9 16-9 

16-1 21-2 Note b Noteb 10-3 16-1 21-2 Note b 

15-6 20-5 Noteb Noteb 9-10 15~ 19-10 23-2 
14_9 19-6 23-5 Note b 9-0 \3-6 17-1 20 -3 

11-9 14-10 18~ 214 6-11 10-2 12-10 15-7 

15-2 19-11 25-5 Noteb 9-8 15-2 19_11 25-5 

14-9 19-6 24-10 Note b 9-5 1'~ 18-2 22-3 
14_9 19-6 24-10 Note b 9-5 144 18-2 22-3 

12-6 15-1 0 19-5 22-6 7-5 10-10 13-9 16-9 

14-11 19·7 25-0 Noteb 9-6 14-1 1 19_7 24·9 

144 18.] I 23-9 Note b 9-1 13-3 16-10 20-7 

14_1 18-2 22-3 25·9 8-6 12·5 15-9 19-3 

10-10 13-9 16·9 19-6 6-5 9-5 II-II 14-6 

14·1 18-6 23-8 Note b 8-11 14-1 18-6 23·8 

13·9 18·1 23-1 Note b 8-9 12-11 16-5 20·0 

13-1 1i-3 21-11 25-5 8~ 12-3 15-6 18-11 

10-10 13-9 16-9 19-6 6-5 9-5 II-II 14_6 

14-7 19-3 24-7 Noteb 9-' 14-7 19-3 24-7 

14_1 18-6 23-2 Noteb 8-11 13-7 17-2 20-1 

13·5 17_1 20-3 23-10 7-9 11-8 14-9 17-6 

10-2 12-10 15-7 18-6 6-0 8·10 ]]-2 \3~ 

13-9 IS-I 23-1 Noteb 8-9 13-9 18-1 23-0 

13-5 17-9 22-3 25-9 8-6 12-5 15-9 19-3 

13·5 li-9 22-3 25-9 8-6 12-5 15·9 19-3 

]0-10 13-9 16-9 19-6 6-5 9-5 11-11 14-6 

1'~ ]8·5 23·7 Noteb 8·11 1'~ 18-5 22-7 

\3-6 11-9 21-8 25-2 8-' 12.2 154 18-9 

13-1 16-7 20-3 23-6 7-9 11 4 1'4 17-7 

9-11 ]2-7 154 17-9 5-10 8-7 10-10 13-3 

13-3 li·5 22·3 Note b 8-5 13-3 17_5 22-3 

12-11 !I.I 2 1_1 24-6 8-1 \l· 10 15-0 184 

124 16-3 20~ 23-2 7-8 11-2 14-2 174 

9·11 12-7 15-4 17·9 5-10 8-7 10-10 13-3 

13-9 18-2 23·1 Noteb 8-9 13-9 18-2 23-1 

13-3 17-5 2 1-2 25-2 8-' 12-4 15-8 184 

12-3 15-7 18-6 21-9 7-1 10-8 13-6 16-0 
9-4 \l-9 14-3 16·10 5-6 8-1 10-2 12-4 

12·11 17-1 21-9 Note b 8-3 12-11 17-1 21-0 

12-8 If ·7 20-3 23-6 7-9 1\4 1'4 17-7 

12-8 16·7 20·3 23-6 '-9 114 1'4 17-7 

9-ll 12-7 154 17·9 5·10 8-7 10-10 13-3 

(col!lilllled) 

(34) 

I 2)( 12 

(feet· 
inel'les) 

Note b 

Note b 

25-9 

19-6 

Note b 

Note b 

25·5 

19-6 

NOleb 

Noteb 

23-10 

18-6 

Note b 

25-9 

25-9 

19-6 

Note b 

23-10 

22-4 

16·10 

Note b 

2]·3 

22~ 

16·10 

Note b 

23·10 

20·8 

16-0 

Note b 

22-4 

22-4 

16-10 

Note b 
21-9 

204 

15·5 

25-9 

21-3 

20-1 

15-5 

Note b 

21-9 

18-10 

14-7 

244 
20-4 

20-4 

15-5 



TABLE RS02.S.1 (2)-continued 
RAFTER SPANS FOR COMMON LUMBER SPECIES 

(Roof live load-20 psf ceiling anached to rafters LJ/J. - 240) - . • -
RAFTER SPECIES AND DEAD LOAD " 10 psi DEAD LOAD " 20 psI 
SPACING 
(Inc,,*s) 

GRADE 
h. ,. , '" 2" 10 I 2" 12 I 2>< 4 I h' I h. I 2" 10 

Maximum rafter spans' 

(Ieet - {Ieet - {Ieet - (Ieet - (feet - (feet- (feet - (feet - (feet -
Inches) inches) inches) inches) Inches) Inches) Inches) Inches) Inches) 

Douglas fir-larch SS 8-3 13-0 17-2 21-10 NOleb 8-3 13-0 16-7 20-3 

Douglas fir-larch #I 8-0 12-6 15-10 19-5 22-6 7-5 10-10 1}-9 16-9 

Douglas fir-larch #2 7-10 11-9 14-10 18-2 21_0 6-11 10-2 12_10 15-8 

Douglas fir-larch #3 6-1 8-10 11-3 13-8 IS-II 5-3 7-8 9-9 11-10 
Hem_fir SS 7-10 12-} 16-2 20-8 25-1 7-10 12·3 16-2 19-10 

Hem-fir #I 7-8 12-0 15-6 18-11 21 _11 7-3 10_7 13-5 16-4 

Hem-fir #2 7-3 11-5 14-8 17_10 20-9 6-10 10-0 12-8 15-6 

24 
Hem-fir #3 6-1 8-10 11-3 13-8 15-11 5-3 7-8 9-9 11- 10 

Southern pine SS 8-1 12-9 16-10 21-6 NOleb 8-1 12-9 16-10 20-1 0 

Soulhern pine #I 7-10 12-) 16-2 18-1 I 22-6 7-5 II-I 1<-0 16-5 

Southern pine #2 74 11-0 \3-11 16-6 19-6 6-' 9-6 12_1 14-4 

Southern pine #3 5-8 8-' 10-6 12-9 15-1 4-11 7-3 9-1 11-0 

Spruce-pine-fir 55 7-8 12-0 15-10 20-2 24-7 7-8 12-0 154 18-9 

Spruce-pine_fir #I 7-6 11-9 14_10 18-2 21..{) 6-11 10-2 12-10 15-8 
Spruce-pine-fi r #2 7-6 11-9 14-10 18-2 21-0 6-11 10-2 12-10 15-8 
Spruce-pine-fir #3 6-1 8-10 11-3 13-8 IS-II 5-3 7-8 9-9 11- 10 , Check sources for avallabllily of lumber In lengths greater than _0 feel. 

For 51: ! inch = 25.4 mm, I foot = 304.8 mm, I pound per square foot = 0.0479 kPa. 
a. The tabulated rafter spans assume tha t ceiling joists are located at the bollom of the allic space or that some other method of rcsiSling the 

ou tward push of the raflers on Ihe bearing walls. such as rafler ties. is provided al thai local ion. When ceiling joisis or rafter ties are located 
higher in the attic space, Ihe rafter spans shall be multiplied by Ihe faClors given below: 

Rafter Span Adjustment Factor 

where: 

1/3 

1/4 

1/5 

1/6 

117.5 or less 

If,- = Hcight of ceiling joists or rafler tics mcasured vertically above the top of the rafter support walls. 
HR ", Height or roof ridge measured verl ically above the lOp orlhe rafter support walls. 
b. Span exceeds 26 fcel in length. 

(35) 

0.67 

0.76 

0.83 

0.90 

1.00 

2" 12 

(feet-
Inches) 

2}-5 

19-6 
18-} 

13-9 

23"{) 

19-0 
17-1 ! 

]J-9 

24-8 

19-6 
16-10 

]J-I 

21-9 

18-} 

18-) 

13-9 



RAFTER 
SPACING SPECIES AND 

(Inches) GRADE 

Douglas fir_l arch 55 

Douglas fir-laTch #I 

Douglas fir-larch " Douglas fir.larch #3 
Hem-fir SS 

Ilem-fir #I 

I-iem·fir " 
12 

Ilem-fir #3 
Southern pine SS 
Southern pine #I 

Southern pine #2 

Southern pine #3 
Spruce-pi ne-fir SS 
Spruce-pine-fir #I 

Spruce-pi ne-fir #2 

Spruce-pine-fir #3 

Douglas fir-larch 55 

Douglas fir-larch " Douglas fi r-larch #2 

Douglas fir_larch #3 

Ilem-fir 55 

Hem-fir " Hem-fir #2 

16 
Hem-fir #3 

Southern pine 55 

Southern pine #I 

Southern pine #2 

Southern pine #3 

Spruce-pine-fir 5S 

Spruce-pine-fir #I 

Spruce-pine-fir #2 

Spruce_pine_fi r #3 

Douglas fir-larch SS 
Douglas fir-larch " Douglas fir-larch " Douglas fir-larch " Hem-fir SS 
Hem-fir " Hem-fir #2 

19.2 
I !ern-fir #3 
Southern pine SS 
Southern pine " Southern pine #2 
Southern pine #3 
Spruce-pine-fir SS 
Spruce-pine-fir #I 

Spruce-pine-fir #2 
Spruce-pine-fir #3 

TABLE R802.5.1(3) 

. , , • 
RAFTER SPANS FOR COMMON LUMBER SPECIES 

(Ground snow load 30 psf ceiling not anached to rafters L./e. 180) 

DEAD LOAD" 10 psI I DEAD LOAD" 20 psi 

2 x 4 I 2 x 6 I " . I 2)( 10 I 2" 12 I ,., I ,., I 2>< 8 I 2" 10 

Ma)(imum rafter spans' 

{feet - (Ieet - (feet. (feet - (feet· (feet· (feet - {feet· (Ieet -
inches) Inches) Inches) Inches) Inches) Inches) Inches) inches) Inches) 

10~ 15-9 20-9 NOleb NOle b 1O~ 15-9 20-1 24-6 

9·' 14_9 18-8 22-9 Note b 9~ 13-2 16-8 20-4 

9·' 13-9 17·5 21-4 24-8 ,., 124 15-7 19·) 

)·1 10-5 13-2 16_1 18-8 64 9·' 11_9 14·5 

9·6 14·10 19-7 25~ NOleb 9·6 14·10 19-7 24·) 
9.) "4 18-2 22-2 25-9 8·9 12·10 16-3 19-\0 

8-10 13-7 17-2 21-0 244 8-4 12-2 15-4 18-9 

)·1 10-5 13-2 16-1 18·8 6-4 9·' 11·9 14·5 

9-10 15-6 20-5 Noteb Noteb 9-10 15~ 20-5 254 

9·6 14_10 19~ 22-3 Noteb 9·0 13-5 17~ 19-1\ 
g.) 12-11 164 19-5 22-10 )·8 \1-7 14-8 174 

6·) 9·9 124 15.(1 17-9 5-11 '·9 II~ 13-5 

9·3 14_7 19-2 24-6 NOleb 9·3 \4-7 i8~ 22-9 

9·1 13-9 17-5 21-4 24-8 '·5 12-4 15-7 \9-\ 

9·1 13-9 17-5 214 24-8 ,., 12-4 15-7 19_1 

)·1 10-5 13-2 \6-1 \8-8 6·' 9·' J!-9 14-5 

9·1 14-4 18- 10 23-9 Noteb 9·1 13-9 17-5 21-3 

g·9 12_9 16-2 19-9 22-10 7-10 11-5 14_5 17_8 

8-2 II-II 15- 1 18-5 21-5 ).) 10-8 13~ 16-6 

6-2 9·0 11-5 13_11 16-2 5·6 ' · 1 10-3 12-6 
g.) 13-6 17-10 22-9 Note b ,.) 13-6 17-1 20-10 

S-5 12-5 15-9 19-3 22-3 ).) 11 _1 14-1 17-2 

g·O 11_9 14-11 \S-2 21-1 7-2 10-6 134 16-3 

6-2 9·0 Jl-5 13-11 16-2 5·6 '·1 10-3 12-6 

8-11 14_1 !8-6 23-8 Note b 8-11 14_\ 18-5 21-11 
g.) 13-0 !6-6 19-3 22-10 7-10 11_7 14_9 17-3 

)·6 11-2 14-2 16-10 19-10 6·' 10-0 12-8 15_1 

5·9 '·6 10-8 13~ 15-4 5·' ).) 9·) 11-7 

8·5 13-3 \7-5 22-1 25_7 ' ·5 12-9 \6-2 19-9 

8-2 II-II \5-1 18-5 21-5 ).) 10-8 13~ 16-6 

S-2 11_1 1 \5-1 18-5 21-5 ).) 10-8 13-6 16-6 

6·2 9·0 11-5 13-11 16-2 5~ 8·1 10-3 12-6 

8·) 13-6 \7-9 2 \-8 25-2 ,.) 12-6 15-10 19-5 

7-11 11-8 \4-9 i8~ 20-11 )·1 10-5 13-2 16-1 

)·5 10-11 13-9 16-10 19-6 6·g 9·9 124 15-1 

5-7 8·3 lO-5 12-9 14-9 5-0 ).4 94 11-5 

8· 1 12-9 \6-9 214 24-8 '·1 124 15_7 19-1 

)·9 11-4 14-4 17-7 20-4 6-11 10-2 12-10 15-8 
)4 10_9 lJ-7 16-7 19-3 6·) 9·) 12-2 14-10 

5·) ,.) JO-5 12-9 14-9 5·0 )., 9-4 1]-5 

'·5 \3-3 17-5 22-3 Note b '·5 13-3 16-10 20-0 

'·0 11-10 \5-1 17-7 20-11 )·1 10-7 13-5 15-9 

6-10 10-2 12·11 154 IS-I 6·1 9-2 11_7 13-9 

5·) )·9 9·9 11-10 14~ 4·8 6-11 8·9 10-7 

7-Il 12-5 16-5 20-2 234 7-11 !l-8 14_9 i8~ 

)·5 10-11 \3-9 16-10 19-6 6·8 9·9 124 15-1 

)·5 10-11 \3-9 16-10 19-6 6·g 9·9 124 15-\ 
,.) ,.) 10-5 12-9 14.9 5~ )-4 9·' Il-5 

(colI/llllled) 

(36) 

I 2" 12 

(feel· 
inches) 

Note b 

2}.7 

22-1 
16-8 

Note b 

')~ 

2[-9 

16-8 

Note b 

23-7 

20-5 

15-10 

Note b 

22-1 

22-1 

16-8 

24-8 

20-5 

19-2 

14-6 

24-2 

\9-11 

18-10 

14~ 

25-11 

20-5 

17-9 

13-9 

22-JO 

\9-2 

\9-2 

14-6 

22~ 

18-8 

17-6 

\3-2 

22-1 

18-2 

17·3 

lJ-2 

23-7 

18-8 

16-2 
12-6 

20-\1 

17-6 

17-6 

13-2 



TABLE R802.S.1 (3}-continued 

. , , . RAFTER SPANS FOR COMMON LUMBER SPECIES 
(Ground snow load 30 psf ceiling not attached to rafters Wd 180) 

DEAD LOAD = 10 pSi I DEAD LOAD " 20 ps i 

RAFT ER 
2x4 I 0. , I 0., I 2 ~ 10 I 2 " 12 I " , I 0., I 0. ' I 2><10 I 

SPAC ING SPECIES AND 
Maximum ratter spans' GRADE 

(Inches) 
{fe el- (feel- (Ieet - (Ieet . (Ieet - (Ieel - (feet· (Ieet - (feet -

Inches) inches) inches) inches) inches) inches) inches) inches) inches) 

I)n,,"I.~ fir_lorrh " 7.11 "'" 1~·10 1<)_~ n ·t> '-' 11_, 14_'. ,,~ 

Douglas fir-larch #l 7·1 10-5 ]3-2 \6- \ 18-8 6·' 94 11-9 14·5 
Douglas fir_larch #2 6·8 9·9 124 15-\ 17-6 5-lI 8·8 ll-O 13~ 

Douglas fir-larch #3 '·0 7·4 '·4 11-5 13-2 4·6 6·7 84 10-2 
Hem-fir 5S 7·6 11_10 15-7 \9-1 22-1 7·6 ll-O 13-11 17-0 
Hem-fir #1 6-11 10·2 12-10 \5-8 18-2 6-2 '.1 1I -6 14-0 
Hem-fir #2 6·7 '·7 12-2 14·10 17-3 5-10 8·7 10-10 13-3 

24 
Hem-fir #3 '·0 7·4 '.4 11-5 13-2 4·6 6·7 84 10-2 
Southern pine 55 7-10 12·) 16-2 20'() 2).7 7·10 11_10 15-0 17-1l 
Southern pine #1 7·1 10·7 13-5 \5-9 18-8 6·' ,~ 12-0 14_1 

Southern pine #2 6·1 9-2 11-7 13-9 16-2 '·5 8·2 104 12-3 
Southern pine " 4·8 6-11 8·9 10-7 12-6 4-2 6·2 7-10 9·6 
Spruce-pine-fir SS 7·4 11-7 14-9 18-0 20-11 7·1 10-5 13-2 16_1 

Spruce-pine_fir #1 6·8 ,., 12-4 15· 1 17~ 5·11 8·8 !l-O 13~ 

Spruce-pine-fir #2 6·8 9·9 124 15·1 17~ 5· !l 8·8 11-0 13~ 

S ruce-pine-fir #3 ,·0 '·4 '.4 11·5 13-2 4·6 6·7 8-4 10·2 
Check sources for avatlablllty of lumber In lengths greater lhM 20 feet. 

For 51: I inch" 25.4 mm, 1 foot" 304.8 mm, I pound per sq~are foot" 0.0479 kPa. 
a. The tabulated rafter spans assume that cei ling joists are located at the bottom of the attic space or that some other method of resist ing the 

outward push of the rafters on the bearing walls, such as rafter ties, is provided althat location. When cei ling joists or rafter lies are located 
higher in the attic space. the rafter spans shall be multipliEd by the factors given below: 

Rafter Span Adjustment Factor 

where: 

1/3 

1/4 

1/5 

1/6 

1n.S or less 

lie" Heighl of ceiling joists or rafter lies measured vertically above lhe top of lhe rafter support walls, 
lIR " Height of roof ridge measured vertically above the lOp of the rafter support walls. 
b. Span exceeds 26 feel in length. 

(37) 

0.67 

0.76 

0 .83 

0.90 

LOO 

2 " 12 

(feet -
inehes) 

JO·l 

16~ 

15-7 

11-10 
19_9 

16·) 

15-5 
11 -10 
2]·2 
16~ 

14~ 

11-2 
18-8 

15-7 
15-7 

11-10 



RAFTER 
SPACING 

SPECIES AND 
GRADE 

(Inches) 

Doullias fir-larch 55 

Douglas fir-larch #l 

Douglas fiT- larch #2 

Douglas fir-larch #3 

Ilem-fir 5S 

Ilem-fir #l 

l!em-fir #2 

Hem-fi r #3 
12 

Southern pine 55 

Southern pine #l 

Southern pine #2 

Southern pine #3 

Spruce-pine-fir 55 

Spruce-pine-fir " Spruce-pine-fir #2 

Spruce-pine-fir #3 

Douglas fir-larch 55 

Douglas fir-la rch #l 

Douglas fir-larch #2 

Douglas fir-larch #3 

Hem.fir 55 

Hem·fir " Hem-fir H2 

16 Item-fir #3 

Southern pine 55 

Southern pine #l 

Southern pine #2 

Southern pine #3 

Spruce-pine-fir 55 

Spruce·pine-fi r #l 

Spruce·pine-fir #2 

Spruce·pine-fi r #3 
Doug]as fi r-larch 55 

Douglas fi r·larch #l 

Douglas fir· larch #2 

Douglas fir· larch #3 

Hem·fir 55 

Hem·fir #l 

Hem·fir #2 
Hem·fir #3 

19.2 
Southern pine 55 

Southern pine #l 

Southern pine " Southern pine #3 

Spruce-pine-fir 55 

Spruce-pine-fir " Spruce·pine-fi r " Spruce·pine·fir #3 

TABLE R802.5.1(5) 

- , , -
RAFTER SPANS FOR COMMON LUMBER SPECIES 

(Ground snow load- 30 psf ceiling attached to rafters WI:. - 240) 

DEAD lOAD ,,10 psf I 
2>0: 4 I ,. , ,. , I 2" 10 2" 12 , .. ,. , 

Mal<imum ratter spans' 

(Ieet - {feet- (Ieel- (feel- (Ieel- (feel- (Ieel-

DEAD LOAD " 20 psI ,., 2 >< 10 

(feet - (Ieet -
inchesl inchesl IncheSI InChesl Inchesl Inches) Inchesl inchesl inches} 

9-1 14-4 \8-10 24-1 NOleb 9-1 144 18-10 24_1 

8-9 \3-9 18-2 22-9 NOleh 8-9 lJ-2 16-8 204 

8-7 13~ 17-5 21-4 24-8 8-5 12-4 \5-7 \9-1 

7-1 10-5 13-2 16-\ 18-8 6-4 9-4 11-9 14-5 

8-7 l)~ 17-10 22-9 Notcb 8-7 13~ 17-10 22-9 
8-5 13-3 17-5 22-2 25-9 8-5 12-10 16-3 19-10 

8-0 12-7 16-7 21~ 2<4 8-0 12-2 15-4 18_9 

7- 1 10-5 13-2 16-1 18-8 6-4 9-4 11-9 14_5 

8-11 14-\ 18-6 23-8 Notcb S- Il 14-1 18~ 23-8 

8-7 13~ 17-10 22-3 Noteb 8-7 13-5 17~ 19-11 

8-3 12-11 164 19-5 22- 10 7-8 11-7 14-8 17~ 

6-7 9-9 12-4 15~ 17-9 5- 11 8-9 II~ 13-5 
8-5 13-3 17-5 22-3 NOleb 8-5 13-3 17-5 22-3 
8-3 12-11 17-0 214 24-8 8-3 12-4 15_7 19-1 

8-3 12-11 17_0 21-4 24-8 8-3 12-4 15-7 19-1 

7- 1 10-5 13-2 16-1 18-8 6-4 9-4 11-9 14-5 

8-3 13~ 17-2 21-10 NOleb 8-3 13~ 17-2 21 -3 

8~ 12-6 16-2 19-9 22-10 7-10 11-5 14-5 ]7-8 

7-10 II-II 15-1 18-5 21-5 7-3 10-8 13~ 16~ 

6-2 9-0 11-5 13-11 16-2 5-6 8-1 10·3 ]2-6 

7-10 12·3 16·2 20·8 25-1 7-10 12·3 16·2 20-8 

7-8 ,,~ ]5·9 19·3 22·3 7-7 1]·[ 14-1 17-2 

7-3 ll-5 14· ] I 18·2 21.] 7-2 1O~ 13-4 16-3 

6-2 9-0 ll-5 13-] I 16-2 5-6 8-1 10-3 12-6 

8-1 12-9 16-10 21-6 Noteb 8- 1 12-9 16·10 21~ 

7_10 12-3 16-2 19-3 22-10 7-10 11-7 14.9 ]7-3 

7-6 1 ]-2 ]4·2 16·10 19·10 6-8 1O~ 12-8 ]5-1 

5-9 8~ 10-8 13-0 154 5-2 7-7 9-7 11-7 

7-8 12-0 15-10 20-2 24-7 7-8 12-0 ]5-10 19-9 

7-6 11·9 15-1 18-5 21-5 7-3 10·8 13-6 16~ 

7~ 1]·9 15-1 18-5 21-5 7-3 10·8 13-6 16~ 

6-2 9-0 11·5 13-11 16·2 5-6 8-1 10-3 12-6 

7-9 12-3 16-1 20-7 25~ 7-9 12·3 ]5-10 19-5 

7~ 11·8 14-9 18~ 20-11 7-1 10·5 13_2 16-1 

7-4 10·11 13-9 16-10 19~ 6-8 9-9 12-4 15-1 

5-7 8-3 10-5 12-9 14-9 5-0 7-4 9_4 11-5 

7-4 11·7 15-3 19-5 23-7 7-4 11·7 15-3 19-1 

7-2 11-4 144 17·7 20-4 6-ll 10-2 12-10 15·8 

6-10 10·9 1).7 16·7 19.) 6-7 9-7 12·2 14_10 

5-7 8-3 10·5 12·9 14_9 5-0 7-4 9-4 ! 1·5 

7-8 ,,~ 15· 10 20·2 24.7 7-8 12~ 15-10 20-0 

7-4 1]·7 15-1 17-7 20·11 7_1 10-7 13-5 15·9 

6·10 10·2 12·11 15~ 18·] 6-1 9-2 11-7 ]3·9 

5-3 7-9 9-9 11 -10 14~ 4-8 6-11 8-9 10-7 

7-2 11-4 14-11 19~ 23-1 7-2 11-4 14-9 18~ 

7-0 10-11 13-9 16-10 19~ 6-8 9-9 12-4 15·1 

7-0 IO-ll 13-9 16-10 19~ 6-8 9-9 12-4 15·1 

5-7 8-3 10-5 12·9 14·9 5-0 7-4 9-4 11-5 

(COIIIII!lIed) 

(38) 

2" 12 

(feel-
inchesl 

NOleb 

23-7 

22-1 
16-8 

Note b 

2J~ 

21-9 

16-8 
NOle b 

23-7 

20·5 
15-10 

Note b 

22-1 

22-1 

16-8 

24-8 

20·5 

19·2 

14~ 

24·2 

19·11 

18·10 

14~ 

25·ll 
20-5 

17·9 

13·9 

22-10 

19·2 

19·2 

14~ 

22-6 

18-8 

17~ 

13·2 

22·1 
18-2 

17·} 

13·2 

23·7 

18·8 

16-2 
12-6 

20-ll 

17~ 

17~ 

13·2 



TABLE R802.5.1(5)-<:ontinued 
RAFTER SPANS FOR COMMON LUMBER SPECIES 

- , , (Ground snow 10ad- 30 psI caillng attached to rafters LJI!." 240) 

DEAD LOAD" 10 PI' OEAD LOAD: 20 psI 

RAFTER 
... .. , 2" 8 I 2" 10 2" 12 ... .., 2" 8 I 2><10 I 2 .. 12 

SPACING 
SPECIES AND 

Maximum rafter spans' GRADE 
(Inch .. ) 

(feet . {fe et . (feet. (Ieel . (feet - (feet· (fsel- (feet · (feet· (feet -
Inehes) Inches) InehesJ Ineh,,) Inches) inches) )nchel) lnehesl Inches) Inch .. ) 

Doul!las fir-larch 55 7-3 114 1S-O ]9-1 22-6 7-3 11 -3 14·2 174 

Douglas fir-larch '1 7-0 10-5 13-2 16-1 18-8 6-4 94 11·9 14·5 

Douglas fir-larch " 6-8 ,-, 12-4 15·1 17-6 5· 11 8-8 11-0 13-6 

Douglas fir-larch #3 S-O 7-4 94 11·5 13·2 '-6 6-7 8-4 10-2 

Hem-fir 55 6- 10 10·9 14·2 18'() 21·11 6-10 10-9 13·1 1 17.() 

Ilem_fir .1 6-8 10-2 12-10 15·8 18·2 6-2 '-1 11-6 1'-0 
Hem·fir " 64 '_7 12·2 ]4· 10 17·3 5· 10 8-7 10- ]0 13·) 

Hem-fir #3 S-O 74 ,-. It·s 13·2 '-6 6-7 8-' 10-2 
24 

Sou I hern pi ne 18·9 22·]0 11-2 14·8 17·11 55 7- 1 11-2 1'-6 7_1 

Southern pine .1 6· 10 10-7 \3-5 15-9 18-8 64 '-6 12-0 14.[ 

Soulhern pine #2 6- 1 9-2 11·7 \3-9 16-2 s-s 8-2 104 12-3 

Soulhern pine " '-8 6- 11 8-9 10-7 12-6 4-2 6-2 7- 10 9-6 

Spruce-pine-fir 55 6-8 10-6 13-10 17-6 20-11 6-8 10-5 13-2 16-1 

Spruce-pine_fir .1 6-6 ,-, 12-4 15-1 17-6 5- 11 8-8 1l~ 1H 

Spruce-pine-fir " 6-6 ,-, 12-4 15-1 17-6 5-11 8-8 11-0 13-6 

Spruce-pine-fir " S-O 74 94 11-5 13-2 '-6 6-7 84 10-2 

Check sources for avallablluy of lumber In lengths grealer lhln 20 feel. 

Fo r SI: I inch" 25.4 mm, 1 foot ,., 304.g mm, ] pound per square fOOl a 0.1)479 kPa. 
a. The tabulated rafter spans assume that ceil ing joists are located at the bol1om of the anic space or tilat some other method of resisting the 
outward push of the rafters on the bearing walls. such as rafter ties. is provided at that location. When ceiling joists or raOer tics are located 
higher in the attic space, the rafter spans shall be multiplied by the factors given be low: 

HdHR Rafter Span AdJu. tm.nt Faetor 

1/3 

1/4 

1/5 

I/O 

In.s or less 

where: 
fir " Ileight of ceiling joists or rafter ties measured vertically above the top of the rafter support walls. 
II. = Height of roof ridge measured verti cally above the top of the rafter support walls. 
h. Span exceeds 26 feet in length. 
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0.67 

0.76 

0.83 

0.90 

1.00 

20·) 

16-8 

15·7 

\1·10 

19-9 
16-3 

]5-5 

1)·tO 

21·2 

16·8 

1'-6 
11-2 

18-6 

15-7 

15-7 

11-10 



2. 

Any person, firm, corporation, agent or employee thereof who violates any of the 
provisions of this ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 
shall be fined an amou nt not to exceed Two Thousand and No/ IOO Dollars ($2,000) for 
each offense. Each day that a violation is permiued to ex ist shall const itu te a sepa rate 
offense. 

3. 

This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be cumulative of all other 
ordinances of the City of Arlington; and this ordinance shall nol operate to repeal or 
affect any of such other ordinances except insofar as the provisions thereof might be 
inconsistent or in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance, in which even t s uch 
conflicting provisions, if any, in such other ordinance or ordinances are hereby repealed. 

4. 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is for any 
reason held to be unconstitutional , such holding shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this ordinance. 

5. 

All of the regulations provided in this ordinance are hereby declared to be 
gove rnmental and for the health, safety and wel fare of the general public. Any member 
of the City Council or any City official or employee charged with the enforcement of this 
ordinance, act ing for the City of Arlington in the discharge of his/her duties, shall not 
thereby render himself/herself personally liable; and he/she is hereby relieved from all 
personal liability for any damage that might accrue to persons or property as a resul t of 
any act required or permi tted in the discharge of hi s/her said duties. 

6. 

Any vio lation of this ordinance can be enjoined by a suit fi led in the name of the 
City of Arlington in a court of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in 
add ition to any penal provision in thi s ordinance or in the Code of the City of Arlington. 

7. 

The capt ion and penalty clause of this ordinance shall be publi shed in a 
newspaper of general c irculation in the Ci ty of Arl ington, Texas, in compliance with the 
provisions of Article VII , Sect ion 15, of the City Charter. Further, this ord inance may be 
publ ished in pamphlet form and shall be adm issible in such form in any court, as 
provided by law. 

(40) 



8. 

This ordinance shall become effect ive September 20, 2013, which is 30 days after 
the final adopt ion of the ordinance at the second reading on August 20, 2013. 

PRESENTED AND GIVEN FIRST READING on the 6th day of 
August ,2013, at a regular meeting of the City Council of the Cit y of 

Arlington, Texas; and GIVEN SECOND READING, passed and approved on the20th 
day of August ,2013, by a vote of 9 ayes and a nays at a 

.... m."""",", 0<, "'""'" """ a,,", M'"~; :i7 Q, 
ROBERT N. CLUCK, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

Hvv¥SQ~ 
MARV . SUPINO, CIty S eretary 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
JAY DOEGEY, Ci ly Attorney 

BY 

(41) 



Ordinance No. 13-037 

An ordinance amending the "Construction" Chapter of 
the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 1987, through 
the amendment of Article I, Building Code, Section 1.04, 
Amendments, Additions and Deletions, Subsection (D), by 
the addition of Subsection (7.1), relative to revisions to 
Table R302.1 regarding the minimum fire separation 
distance for exterior walls to be constructed without a 
fire-resistance rating requirement; providing for a fine of 
up to $2,000 for each offense in violation of the ordinance; 
providing this ordinance be cumulative; providing for 
severability, governmental immunity, injunctions, and 
publication; and becoming effective September 30, 2013 
and applied retroactively to May 24, 2012 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARLINGTON, 
TEXAS: 

1. 

That the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 
1987, is hereby amended through the amendment of Article I, Building Code, Section 
1.04, Amendments, Additions and Deletions, Subsection (D) , by the addition of 
Subsection (7.1), to read as follows: 

7.1. The amendment of Table R302.1 , entitled Exterior Walls, to read as 
follows during each effective time period: 



TABLE R302.1 
EXTERIOR WALLS 

Effective from May 24, 2012 to September 30, 2013 

MINIMUM 
EXTERIOR WALL ELEMENT FIRE-RESISTANCE RATING 

Walls 

Projections 

Openings in 
walls 

Penetrations 

(Fire-resistance 1 hour-tested in accordance 
with ASTM E 119 or UL 263 rated) 

with exposure from both sides 
(Not fire-resistance o hours 

rated) 
(Fire-resistance 1 hour on the underside 

rated) 
(Not fire-resistance o hours 

rated) 

Not allowed N/A 

25% maximum of 
0 wall area 

Unlimited 0 

Comply with Section R302.4 
All None required 

TABLE R302.1 
EXTERIOR WALLS 

Effective after September 30, 2013 

MINIMUM 
EXTERIOR WALL ELEMENT FIRE-RESISTANCE RATING 

(Fire-resistance 1 hour-tested in accordance 
with ASTM E 119 or UL 263 

Walls rated) 
with exposure from both sides 

(Not fire-resistance o hours 
rated) 

(Fire-resistance 1 hour on the underside 
rated) 

Projections 
(Not fire-resistance o hours 

rated) 
Not allowed N/A 

25% maximum of 
0 Openings in wall area 

walls 

Unlimited 0 

Comply with Section R317.3 
Penetrations All None required 

(2) 

MINIMUM FIRE 
SEPARATION 

DISTANCE 

< 4 feet 6 inches 

~ 4 feet 6 inches 

~ 2 feet to 3 feet 6 
inches 

3 feet 6 inches 

< 3 feet 

3 feet 

5 feet 

< 4 feet 6 inches 
4 feet 6 inches 

MINIMUM FIRE 
SEPARATION 

DISTANCE 

< 5 feet 

~ 5 feet 

~ 2 feet to 5 feet 

5 feet 

< 3 feet 

3 feet 

5 feet 

< 5 feet 

5 feet 



2. 

Any person, firm, corporation, agent or employee thereof who violates any of the 
provisions of this ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 
shall be fined an amount not to exceed Two Thousand and No/ lOO Dollars ($2,000) for 
each offense. Each day that a violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a separate 
offense. 

3. 

This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be cumulative of all other 
ordinances of the City of Arlington; and this ordinance shall not operate to repeal or 
affect any of such other ordinances except insofar as the provisions thereof might be 
inconsistent or in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance, in which event such 
conflicting provisions, if any, in such other ordinance or ordinances are hereby repealed. 

4. 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is for any 
reason held to be unconstitutional, such holding shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this ordinance. 

5. 

All of the regulations provided in this ordinance are hereby declared to be 
governmental and for the health, safety and welfare of the general public. Any member 
of the City Councilor any City official or employee charged with the enforcement of this 
ordinance, acting for the City of Arlington in the discharge of his/her duties, shall not 
thereby render himself/herself personally liable; and he/she is hereby relieved from all 
personal liability for any damage that might accrue to persons or property as a result of 
any act required or permitted in the discharge of his/her said duties. 

6. 

Any violation of this ordinance can be enjoined by a suit filed in the name of the 
City of Arlington in a court of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in 
addition to any penal provision in this ordinance or in the Code of the City of Arlington. 

7. 

The caption and penalty clause of this ordinance shall be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the City of Arlington, Texas, in compliance with the 
provisions of Article VII, Section 15, of the City Charter. Further, this ordinance may be 
published in pamphlet form and shall be admissible in such form in any court, as 
provided by law. 

(3) 



8. 

This ordinance shall become effective on September 30, 2013, which is more than 
30 days after the final adoption of the ordinance at the second reading on 
August 20, 2013, and the provisions of this ordinance shall be applicable retroactively to 
all pending proceedings, applications, permits, and petitions commenced after May 24, 
2012. 

PRESENTED AND GIVEN FIRST READING on the 6 th day of 
A ugus t , 2013, at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of 

Arlington, Texas; and GIVEN SECOND READING, passed and approved on the 20th 
day of August , 2013, by a vote of 9 ayes and 0 nays at a 
regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Arlington, Jexas. 

ATTEST: 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
JAY DOEGEY, City Attorney 

BY 

(4) 



Ordinance No. 13-055 

An ordinance amending the "Construction" Chapter of 
the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 1987, through 
the amendment of Article I, Building Code, Section 
1.04, Amendments, Additions and Deletions, Subsection 
(D), by the addition of Subsections (57.1), (57.2), (60.1), 
(60.2), (60.3), (60.4), (60.5), (60.6), (64.1), (64.2), (64.3), 
(64.4), (64.5), (64.6) and (64.7); relative to the Safe 
Drinking Water Act; Article IV, Registration, Permits 
and Inspections, Section 4.02, Commercial Site Plan 
and Permits Required, Subsection (B), by the deletion of 
Subsection (6) and the renumbering of the remaining 
subsections; Section 4.02, Subsection (C)(I), by the 
addition of Subsection (b); relative to private property 
paving; providing for a fine of up to $2,000 for each 
offense in violation of the ordinance; providing this 
ordinance be cumulative; providing for severability, 
governmental immunity, injunctions, and publication; 
and becoming effective January 4, 2014 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARLINGTON, 
TEXAS: 

1. 

That the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 
1987, is hereby amended through the amendment of Article I, Building Code, Section 
1.04, Amendments, Additions and Deletions, Subsection (D) , by the addition of 
Subsections (57.1) and (57.2) so that hereafter said Subsections shall read as follows: 

57.1 The amendment of Section P260S.5, entitled Water supply systems., to 
read as follows: 

P2608.5 Water supply systems. Water service pipes, water distribution 
pipes and the necessary connecting pipes, fittings, control valves, faucets 
and all appurtenances used to dispense water intended for human ingestion 
shall be evaluated and listed as conforming to the requirements of NSF 61 
and NSF 372. 

57.2 The amendment of Section P2722.1, entitled General., to read as follows: 

P2722.1 General. Fixture supply valves and faucets shall comply with 
ASME A112.1S.l/CSA B125.1 as listed in Table P2701.1. Faucets and 
fixture fittings that supply drinking water for human ingestion shall 



conform to the requirements of NSF 61, Section 9 and NSF 372. Flexible 
water connectors shall conform to the requirements of Section P290S.7. 

Further, Article I, Section 1.04, Subsection (D) , is hereby amended by the 
addition of Subsections (60.1), (60.2), (60.3), (60.4), (60.S) and (60.6) so that hereafter 
said Subsections shall read as follows: 

60.1 The amendment of Section P2903.9.4, entitled Valve requirements, to read 
as follows: 

P2903.9.4 Valve requirements. Valves shall be of an approved type and 
compatible with the type of piping material installed in the system. Ball 
valves, gate valves, globe valves and plug valves intended to supply 
drinking water shall meet the requirements of NSF 61 and NSF 372. 

60.2 The amendment of Section P290S.2, entitled Lead content, to read as 
follows: 

P2905.2 Lead content. Pipe and fittings used in the water-supply system 
shall have a maximum of less than 0.2S% lead in accordance with NSF 
372. 

60.3 The amendment of Section P290S.4, entitled Water service pipe., to read 
as follows: 

P2905.4 Water service pipe. Water service pipe shall conform to NSF 
61 and NSF 372 and shall conform to one of the standards listed in Table 
P290S.4. Water service pipe or tubing, installed underground and outside 
the structure, shall have a minimum working pressure rating of 160 
pounds per square inch at 73°F (1l03kPa at 23°C). Where the water 
pressure exceeds 160 pounds per square inch (1103kPa), piping material 
shall have a rated working pressure equal to or greater than the highest 
available pressure. Water service piping materials not-third party certified 
for water distribution shall terminate at or before the full open valve 
located at the entrance to the structure. Ductile iron water service pipe 
shall be cement mortar lined in accordance with A WW A C104. 

60.4 The amendment of Section P290S.5, entitled Water-distribution pipe., to 
read as follows: 

P2905.5 Water-distribution pipe. Water-distribution pipe within 
dwelling units shall conform to NSF 61 and NSF 372 and shall conform to 
one of the standards listed in Table P290S.S. All hot-water distribution 
pipe and tubing shall have a minimum pressure rating of 100 psi at 180°F 
(689 kPa at 82°C). 
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60.S The amendment of Section P290S.6, entitled Fittings., to read as follows: 

P2905.6 Fittings. Pipe fittings shall be approved for installation with the 
piping material installed and shall comply with the applicable standards 
listed in Table P290S.6. All pipe fittings used in water supply systems 
shall also comply with NSF 61 and NSF 372. 

60.6 The amendment of Section P2908.3, entitled Connection tubing., to read 
as follows: 

P2908.3 Connection tubing. The tubing to and from drinking water 
treatment units shall be of a size and material recommended by the 
manufacturer. The tubing shall comply with NSF 14, NSF 42, NSF 44, 
NSF S3, NSF 58; or NSF 61 and NSF 372. 

Further, Article I, Section 1.04, Subsection (D), is hereby amended by the 
addition of Subsections (64.1), (64.2), (64.3), (64.4), (64.5), (64.6) and (64.7) so that 
hereafter said Subsections shall read as follows: 

64.1 The amendment of Chapter 44, entitled Referenced Standards, by the 
amendment of the ASTM Standard Reference Number B 32-04 to read as 
follows: 

B 32-08 Specifications for Solder Metal...P3003.l0.3, P3003.11.3 

64.2 The amendment of Chapter 44, entitled Referenced Standards, by the 
amendment of the ASTM Standard Reference Number B 88-03 to read as 
follows: 

B 88-03 Specifications for Seamless Copper 
Water Tube .................. G2414.5.2, Table M2101.1, 

Table P3002.1(1), Table P3002.1(2), 
Table P3002.2 

64.3 The amendment of Chapter 44, entitled Referenced Standards, by the 
addition of the ASTM Standard Reference Number B 88-09 to read as 
follows: 

B 88-09 Specifications for Seamless Copper 
Water Tube ... . . ... ....... Table P2905.4, Table P290S.5 

(3) 



64.4 The amendment of Chapter 44, entitled Referenced Standards, by the 
amendment of the ASTM Standard Reference Number B 813-00e01 to 
read as follows: 

B 813-00e01 Specifications for Liquid and Paste 
Fluxes for Soldering of Copper and 

Copper Alloy Tube ...... Table M2101.1 , P3003.S.1, 
P3003.10.3, P3003.ll.3 

64.5 The amendment of Chapter 44, entitled Referenced Standards, by the 
addition of the ASTM Standard Reference Number B 813-10 to read as 
follows: 

B 813-10 Specifications for Liquid and Paste 
Fluxes for Soldering of Copper and 

Copper Alloy Tube ....... P2904.14 

64.6 The amendment of Chapter 44, entitled Referenced Standards, by the 
amendment of the NSF Standard Reference Number 61-2007a to read as 
follows: 

61-2011 Drinking Water System Components-
Health Effects . . ............. P2608.S, P2722.1, P2903.9.4, 

P290S.4, P290S.5, P290S.6, P2908.3 

64.7 The amendment of Chapter 44, entitled Referenced Standards, by the 
addition of the following NSF Standard Reference Number to read as 
follows: 

372-2011 Drinking Water System Components-
Lead Content. . . . . ......... . P2608.S, P2722.1, P2903.9.4, 

P290S.4, P290S.5, P290S.6, P2908.3 

Further, Article IV, Registration, Permits and Inspections, Section 4.02, 
Commercial Site Plan and Permits Required, Subsection (B), is hereby amended by the 
deletion of Subsection (6) and the renumbering of the remaining subsections: 

Further, Article IV, Section 4.02, Subsection (C)(I) , is hereby amended by the 
addition of Subsection (b) so that hereafter said Subsection shall read as follows: 

b. Flatwork (pedestrian sidewalks, vehicle parking and maneuvering 
areas) on private property. 

(4) 



2. 

Any person, firm, corporation, agent or employee thereof who violates any of the 
provisions of this ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 
shall be fined an amount not to exceed Two Thousand and No/ lOO Dollars ($2,000) for 
each offense. Each day that a violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a separate 
offense. 

3. 

This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be cumulative of all other 
ordinances of the City of Arlington; and this ordinance shall not operate to repeal or 
affect any of such other ordinances except insofar as the provisions thereof might be 
inconsistent or in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance, in which event such 
conflicting provisions, if any, in such other ordinance or ordinances are hereby repealed. 

4. 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is for any 
reason held to be unconstitutional, such holding shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this ordinance. 

5. 

All of the regulations provided in this ordinance are hereby declared to be 
governmental and for the health, safety and welfare of the general public. Any member 
of the City Councilor any City official or employee charged with the enforcement of this 
ordinance, acting for the City of Arlington in the discharge of his/her duties, shall not 
thereby render himself/herself personally liable; and he/she is hereby relieved from all 
personal liability for any damage that might accrue to persons or property as a result of 
any act required or permitted in the discharge of his/her said duties. 

6. 

Any violation of this ordinance can be enjoined by a suit filed in the name of the 
City of Arlington in a court of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in 
addition to any penal provision in this ordinance or in the Code of the City of Arlington. 

7. 

The caption and penalty clause of this ordinance shall be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the City of Arlington, Texas, in compliance with the 
provisions of Article VII, Section 15, of the City Charter. Further, this ordinance may be 

(5) 



published in pamphlet form and shall be admissible in such form in any court, as 
provided by law. 

8. 

This ordinance shall become effective January 4, 2014, which is 30 days after the 
final adoption of the ordinance at the second reading on December 3, 2013. 

PRESENTED AND GIVEN FIRST READING on the 19th day of 
November , 2013, at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of 

Arlington, Texas; and GIVEN SECOND READING, passed and approved on the 3rd 
day of December , 2013, by a vote of 8 ayes and 0 nays at a 

regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Arling~ ::? e 
ROBERT N. CLUCK, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
JAY DOEGEY, City Attorney 

BY 

(6) 



Ordinance No. 15-052 

An ordinance amending the "Construction" Chapter of 
the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 1987, through 
the amendment of Article XVI, Dangerous Buildings, 
Section 16.04, Commencement of Hearing, Subsection 
(B), relative to scheduling a hearing for a historic 
property; Section 16.06, Contents of Order, by the 
deletion of Subsection (D) and the relettering of the 
remaining subsections; and Section 16.08, Liens for 
Penalties and Expenses, Subsection (B), relative to lien 
priority; providing this ordinance be cumulative; 
providing for severability, governmental immunity, 
injunctions, and publication; and becoming effective ten 
days after first publication 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARLINGTON, 
TEXAS: 

1. 

That the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 
1987, is hereby amended through the amendment of Article XVI, Dangerous Buildings, 
Section 16.04, Commencement of Hearing, Subsection (B), so that hereafter said 
Subsection shall read as follows: 

B. Scheduling of Hearing. The Administrator may schedule a public hearing: 

1. When the Administrator has inspected any building or structure, other than 
an owner-occupied, single family dwelling, and has determined that such 
building is a dangerous building, and that such building is fifty (50) years 
old or older or located in a landmark preservation overlay zoning district , 
he shall report this determination to the local historic preservation board 
for review of the building pursuant to § 214.00111, Texas Local 
Government Code, or any successor statute, and the Administrator may 
thereafter schedule a hearing before the Hearing Authority as permitted by 
state law; or 

2 . When the Administrator has inspected any owner-occupied, single family 
dwelling and has determined that such building is a dangerous building, he 
may schedule a hearing beforeJhe Hearing Authority. 

Further, Article XVI, Section 16.06, Contents of Order, is hereby amended by 
the deletion of Subsection (D) and the relettering of the remaining subsections so that 
hereafter said section shall be and read as follows: 



Section 16.06 Contents of Order 

A. An order issued by the Hearing Authority shall be in writing and shall set forth 
the decisions of the Hearing Authority made pursuant to Section 16.05(D). 

B. An order to repair shall set forth those items that need to be repaired. 

C. An order to vacate shall require the Administrator to post notice to vacate at or 
upon each entrance and exit of the building or structure in substantially the form 
described by Section 16.10. 

D. An order shall be signed by the Municipal Court Judge. 

E. A copy of the order shall be sent promptly after the hearing by certified mail, 
return receipt requested, to the owner of the building and to any lienholder or 
mortgagee of the building. If a notice is mailed according to this subsection and 
the United States Postal Service returns the notice as "refused" or "unclaimed", 
the validity of the notice is not affected, and the notice shall be deemed as 
delivered. 

F. Within ten (10) days after the date the order is issued: 

1. a copy of the order shall be filed in the office of the City Secretary; and 

2. a notice shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the 
City, said notice containing: 

a. the street address or legal description of the property; 

b. the date of the hearing; 

c. a brief statement indicating the results of the order; and 

d. instructions stating where a complete copy of the order may be 
obtained. 

Further, Article XVI, Section 16.08, Liens for Penalties and Expenses, 
Subsection (B), is hereby amended so that hereafter said subsection shall be and read as 
follows: 

B. A lien imposed pursuant to this article is a privileged lien as provided by Local 
Government Code Chapter 214. 
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2. 

This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be cumulative of all other 
ordinances of the City of Arlington; and this ordinance shall not operate to repeal or 
affect any of such other ordinances except insofar as the provisions thereof might be 
inconsistent or in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance, in which event such 
conflicting provisions, if any, in such other ordinance or ordinances are hereby repealed. 

3. 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is for any 
reason held to be unconstitutional, such holding shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this ordinance. 

4. 

All of the regulations provided in this ordinance are hereby declared to be 
governmental and for the health, safety and welfare of the general public. Any member 
of the City Council or any City official or employee charged with the enforcement of this 
ordinance, acting for the City of Arlington in the discharge of his/her duties, shall not 
thereby render himself/herself personally liable; and he/she is hereby relieved from all 
personal liability for any damage that might accrue to persons or property as a result of 
any act required or permitted in the discharge of his/her said duties. 

5. 

Any violation of this ordinance can be enjoined by a suit filed in the name of the 
City of Arlington in a court of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in 
addition to any penal provision in this ordinance or in the Code of the City of Arlington. 

6. 

The caption and penalty clause of this ordinance shall be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the City of Arlington, Texas, in compliance with the 
provisions of Article VII, Section 15, of the City Charter. Further, this ordinance may be 
published in pamphlet form and shall be admissible in such form in any court, as 
provided by law. 

7. 

This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days after first publication as 
described above. 

PRESENTED AND GIVEN FIRST READING on the 1 3th day of 
October , 2015, at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of 

(3) 



Arlington, Texas; and GIVEN SECOND READING, passed and approved on the 2 7 t h 
day of Oc t o bf'!r , 2015, by a vote of 9 ayes and 0 nays at a 
regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Arlington, Texas. 

ATTEST: 

t(~~P~it~ 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
TERIS SOLIS, City Attorney 

' 

BY 0P 
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Ordinance No. 1 7-0 0 5 

02/22/2017 
02/24/2017 

An ordinance amending the "Construction" Chapter of 
the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 1987, through 
the amendment of Article 4, Registrations, Permits and 
Inspections, relative to the addition of Section 4.145, 
Mobile Food Establishment Certificate of Occupancy, 
providing for the permitting of an accessory use tied to 
certain limited existing certificates of occupancy; and 
through the amendment of Article 13, Temporary 
Outdoor Events; relative to the revision of Section 
13.04, Permit Required, revising the enforcement 
language in said section; and the addition of Section 
13.12, Mobile Food Establishments, providing for the 
permitting of a mobile food establishment on private 
property at a temporary outdoor event; providing for a 
fine of up to $2,000.00 for each violation; providing this 
ordinance be cumulative; and providing for 
severability, governmental immunity, injunctions, 
publication, and an effective date 

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is in the best interest of the public 
and in support of the health, safety, morals and general welfare of the 
citizens that amendments relative to the permitting of Mobile Food 
Establishments, commonly referred to as "Food Trucks" be adopted to the 
"Construction" Chapter of the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 1987, 
be approved; NOW, THEREFORE, 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARLINGTON, 
TEXAS: 

1. 

THAT the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 
1987, Article 4, Registrations, Permits and Inspections, is hereby amended by the 
addition of Section 4.145, Mobile Food Establishment Certificate of Occupancy, so that 
said Section 4.145 shall be and read as follows: 

Section 4.145 Mobile Food Establishment Certificate of Occupancy 

A. It shall be unlawful for a person or entity to own or operate a mobile food 
establishment on private property within the City of Arlington without a valid 
mobile food establishment certificate of occupancy ("MFE-CO") tied to an 
appropriate certificate of occupancy in an approved underlying land use, or as part 
of a preapproved temporary outdoor event (under Section 13.12, herein). A 
mobile food establishment is commonly referred to as a "food truck" and shall be 



capable of immediate mobility by use of a licensed motor vehicle. This definition 
shall include the term "mobile food unit" under state law, including the Texas 
Food Establishment Rules, or its successor statute. 

B. The holder of a valid certificate of occupancy granted under Section 4.14 above 
may apply for a MFE-CO to be tied to the underlying certificate of occupancy if 
the existing underlying certificate of occupancy is for one of the following 
nonresidential uses: 

1. Restaurant; 
2. Bar; 
3. Microbrewery, microdistillery, and winery; and 
4. Theatre. 

C. A MFE-CO may only be approved for a property located in a Downtown 
Business (DB) zoning use district or within a non-residential or mixed-use zoning 
use district located in the Downtown Neighborhood Overlay (DNO). Said zoning 
use districts are defined in the "Unified Development Code" Chapter of the 
Arlington City Code. 

D. An MFE-CO shall only remain valid as long as the corresponding underlying 
certificate of occupancy. If the underlying certificate of occupancy expires, 
ceases to operate, or is revoked for any reason, the validity of the MFE-CO shall 
also automatically terminate without notice or any further action of the City. 

E. An MFE-CO may only be approved for operation on properties that have 
sufficient restroom facilities for their customers within the underlying property 
use, together with the additional customers of the mobile food establishment. 

F. It shall be unlawful for any mobile food establishment to operate, park, stand, or 
remain on any public street, alley, or right-of-way unless part of a preapproved 
event sponsored by the City of Arlington. 

G. It shall be unlawful for any mobile food establishment to operate without a 
current, valid health permit issued by the City of Arlington. 

H. The underlying property owner (holder of a MFE-CO) shall be responsible for 
ensuring that any mobile food establishment that operates on the property has a 
valid motor vehicle operator license, valid vehicle registration, proof of vehicle 
liability insurance, and a validly issued Texas Sales Tax Permit. 

I. The underlying property owner (holder of a MFE-CO) shall be responsible for 
maintaining a log on a form prescribed by the Department of Community 
Development and Planning. It shall be unlawful for the holder of a MFE-CO to 
fail to record and maintain on said log the name and contact information of every 
mobile food establishment that has operated on the premises of the underlying 
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property owner during the past and the corresponding dates of their operation. It 
shall be unlawful for the holder of a MFE-CO, or his representative, to fail to 
provide access to said logs upon request by a representative of the City of 
Arlington. 

J. It shall be unlawful for a mobile food establishment to operate if the underlying 
certificate of occupancy holder is closed. If for any reason the underlying 
business must close its doors, all mobile food establishment operations must cease 
immediate) y. 

K. It shall be unlawful for a mobile food establishment to remain on the premises of 
a MFE-CO holder for longer than 24 consecutive hours. 

L. It shall be unlawful for a mobile food establishment to operate an electric 
generator on the premises of a MFE-CO holder. An approved electric line must 
be provided by the MFE-CO holder for use by a mobile food establishment. 

Further, Article 13, Temporary Outdoor Events, is hereby amended by the 
revision of Section 13.04, Permit Required, so that said section shall apply to all parties 
producing an outdoor event, and Section 13.04 shall be and read as follows: 

Section 13.04 Permit Required 

A. No person or applicant may direct, control or participate in the production of a 
temporary outdoor event unless a valid permit for the event has been issued as 
provided in this Article. 

B. No person or applicant may direct, control or participate in the production of 
temporary outdoor event in violation of the terms and conditions of a valid permit 
issued in accordance with this Article. 

C. Nothing contained herein shall be construed as relieving an applicant from duties 
or permits required by other provisions of the Code of the City of Arlington, 
including, but not limited to, ordinances regulating the sale of food and beverage 
or closure of streets and the obtaining of permits and payment of fees. 

Further, Article 13, Temporary Outdoor Events, is hereby amended by the 
addition of Section 13.12, Mobile Food Establishments "Food Truck", so that said 
Section 13.12 shall be and read as follows: 

Section 13.12 Mobile Food Establishment ("Food Truck") 

A temporary outdoor event permit may be approved with the addition of (or 
solely for the purpose of permitting the lawful operation of) a mobile food establishment 
on private property within the City of Arlington. 
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Both the applicant and any person operating a mobile food establishment may be 
held responsible under both civil and criminal penalties for any violation of any of the 
provisions of Article 13 herein, or Article 4, Section 4.145 herein, or of Article 4 , 
Regulation of Food Establishments, of the "Health and Sanitation" Chapter, as amended, 
of the Arlington City Code. 

2. 

Any person, firm, corporation, agent or employee thereof who violates any of the 
provisions of this ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 
shall be fined an amount not to exceed Two Thousand Dollars and No Cents ($2,000.00) 
for each offense. Each day that a violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a separate 
offense. 

3. 

This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be cumulative of all other 
ordinances of the City of Arlington; and this ordinance shall not operate to repeal or 
affect any of such other ordinances except insofar as the provisions thereof might be 
inconsistent or in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance, in which event such 
conflicting provisions, if any, in such other ordinance or ordinances are hereby repealed. 

4. 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is for any 
reason held to be unconstitutional, such holding shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this ordinance. 

5. 

All of the regulations provided in this ordinance are hereby declared to be 
governmental and for the health, safety and welfare of the general public. Any member 
of the City Council or any City official or employee charged with the enforcement of this 
ordinance, acting for the City of Arlington in the discharge of his/her duties, shall not 
thereby render himself/herself personally liable; and he/she is hereby relieved from all 
personal liability for any damage that might accrue to persons or property as a result of 
any act required or permitted in the discharge of his/her said duties. 

6. 

Any violation of this ordinance can be enjoined by a suit filed in the name of the 
City of Arlington in a court of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in 
addition to any penal provision in this ordinance or in the Code of the City of Arlington. 
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7. 

The caption and penalty of this ordinance shall be published in a newspaper of 
general circulation in the City of Arlington, Texas, in compliance with the provisions of 
Article VII, Section 15, of the City Charter. Further, this ordinance may be published in 
pamphlet form and shall be admissible in such form in any court, as provided by law. 

8. 

This ordinance shall become effective ten days after first publication. 

PRESENTED AND GIVEN FIRST READING on the 24th day of 
January , 20J..1., at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of 

Arlington, Texas; and GIVEN SECOND READING, passed and approved on the 14th 
day of February , 20J..L., by a vote of _8_ ayes and _o_ nays at a regular 
meeting of the City Council of the City of Arlington, Texas. 

~ 
ATTEST: 

y(,------~~ MARY 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
TERIS SOLIS, City Attorney 

BY ;Jt!J(h 
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Ordinance No. 18-01 7 

04/15/18 

04/18/18 

An ordinance amending the "Construction" Chapter of 
the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 1987, through 
the amendment of Article I, Building Code, Sections 1.01 
through 1.05, relative to adopting the 2015 Editions of 
the International Building Code, International Existing 
Building Code, International Residential Code, and the 
International Energy Conservation Code; adopting local 
amendments and associated appendices; through the 
repeal of Section 1.08(C), relative to enforcement of 
violations of this Chapter; through the amendment of 
Article IV, Registration, Permits and Inspections, 
Section 4.02, Commercial Site Plan and Permits 
Required, Subsection (A) and the addition of Subsection 
(H), relative to building permit requirements; and 
through the amendment of Section 4.14, Certificate of 
Occupancy, Subsection (B), relative to certificate of 
occupancy requirements; providing for a fine of up to 
$2,000.00 for each violation; providing this ordinance be 
cumulative; and providing for severability, 
governmental immunity, injunctions, publication, and 
an effective date 

WHEREAS, after receipt of public comment in accordance with Section 214.217 of the 
Texas Local Government Code, and upon the advice and recommendation 
of the Building Code Board of Appeals, the City Council finds that it is in 
the public interest to adopt updated building codes for the preservation of 
public safety and the general welfare of its citizens; NOW, THEREFORE, 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARLINGTON, 
TEXAS: 

1. 

That the "Construction" Chapter of the Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, 
1987, as amended, Article I, Building Code, Sections 1.01 through 1.05, are hereby 
repealed and replaced in their entirety and shall hereafter reads as follows: 

ARTICLE I 

BIDLDING CODE 
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Section 1.01 Title 

This Chapter shall be known as the "Construction" Chapter of the Arlington City 
Code. Article I shall be known as the "Building Code" of the City of Arlington and shall 
incorporate the herein referenced and adopted Editions of the International Code, as 
published by the International Code Council, Inc. 

Section 1.02 Adoption of Code 

The International Building Code, 2015 Edition (hereinafter called "I.B.C."); the 
International Existing Building Code, 2015 Edition (hereinafter called "I.E.B.C."); the 
International Residential Code, 2015 Edition (hereinafter called "I.R.C."); and the 
International Energy Conservation Code, 2015 Edition (hereinafter called "I.E.C.C."); as 
published by the International Code Council, Inc. are hereby adopted and designated, 
together with the deletions, amendments and addenda hereinafter contained, as the 
Building Code of the City of Arlington, the same as though said I.B.C., I.E.B.C., I.RC. 
and I.E.C.C. were copied at length herein. Copies of the I.B.C., I.E.B.C., I.R.C. and 
I.E.C.C. and their Appendices shall be kept on file in the Office of the City Secretary. 

The adoption of the 2015 I.RC. as stated herein except that Section R313 of the 
2003 I.RC., as amended and originally adopted on August 23, 2005 by Ordinance No. 05-
068, to read as follows is maintained: 

R313.1 Fire sprinkler system. All R3 and U occupancies are required to have an 
approved fire sprinkler system. 

Exception: Buildings with an approved fire department access. 

Section 1.03 Code Defined; Rule of Construction 

This Building Code shall include all of the provisions of the I.B.C., I.E.B.C., I.RC. 
and I.E.C.C. as adopted by Section 1.02 above and all other provisions contained herein. 
In the event a conflict is determined to exist between said I.B.C., I.E.B.C., I.RC. and 
I.E.C.C. as adopted and the other provisions of this Chapter, the provisions of this Chapter 
control. Items regulated by permit located on residential lots that are not specifically 
referenced in the I.RC. are regulated by the I.B.C or I.E.B.C. 

Section 1.04 Amendments, Additions and Deletions 

The adoption of the I.B.C, I.E.B.C., I.R.C. and I.E.C.C., as provided in Section 1.02 
above, is modified and amended by the following: 

A. The addition thereto of Articles II, et seq., of this Chapter. 
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B. The deletion in the entirety of the following provisions of the I.B.C., I.E.B.C., 
I.E.C.C., and I.RC.: 

1. Sections 105 I.B.C. , 105 I.E.B.C and 105 I.R.C., entitled Permits; 
2. Section 107 I.B.C. entitled Submittal Documents, Section 106 I.E.B.C. 

entitled Construction Documents and Section 106 I.RC. entitled 
Construction Documents. 

3. Sections 109 I.B.C., 108 I.E.B.C., 108 I.R.C. and 107 I.E.C.C, entitled Fees; 
4. Sections 110 I.B.C., 109 I.E.B.C. and 109 I.R.C., entitled Inspections; 
5. Sections 111 I.B.C., 110 I.E.B.C. and 110 I.RC., entitled Certificate of 

Occupancy~ 
6. Sections 113 I.B.C., 112 I.E.B.C., 112 I.RC. and 109 I.E.C.C, entitled 

Board of Appeals; 
7. Sections 114 I.B.C., 113 I.E.B.C. and 113 I.R.C., entitled Violations; 
8. Sections 116 I.B.C. and 115 I.E.B.C. entitled Unsafe Structures and 

Equipment; 
9. Section 2503 I.B.C., entitled Inspection; 
10. and all of Chapters 34 through 43 of the I.RC. 

C. The amendment of the following I.B.C. provisions: 

1. The amendment of Section 101.1, entitled Title, to read as follows: 

101.1 Title. These regulations shall be known as the Building Codes of the 
City of Arlington, Texas, hereinafter referred to as "this code." 

2. The amendment of the Exceptions to Section 101.2, entitled Scope, to read 
as follows: 

Exceptions: 

1. Detached one- and two-family dwellings and multiple single-family 
dwellings (townhouses) not more than three stories above grade 
plane in height with a separate means of egress and their accessory 
structures shall comply with the International Residential Code. 

2. Portable and/or temporary storage buildings not exceeding three 
hundred twenty (320) square feet in area shall not be subject to the 
prov1s10ns of this Building Code for foundations and framing 
provided: 

(a) The building shall not be intended or used for human 
occupancy; 
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(b) No plumbing and/or mechanical improvements shall be 
permitted and any electrical improvements are supervised by 
permits and work shall be installed in full compliance with 
the appropriate Chapter of the Code of the City of Arlington 
for such work; and 

( c) A permit for such building shall have been obtained from the 
Building Official. 

3. The amendment of Section 101.4, entitled Referenced codes, to read as 
follows: 

101.4 Referenced codes. The other codes listed in Sections 101.4.1 
through 101.4. 8 and referenced elsewhere in this code, when specifically 
adopted, shall be considered part of the requirements of this code to the 
prescribed extent of each such reference. Whenever amendments have been 
adopted to the referenced codes and standards, each reference to said code 
and standard shall be considered to reference the amendments as well. Any 
reference to NFP A 70 or the Electrical Code shall mean the Electrical Code 
as adopted. 

4. The amendment of Section 101.4, entitled Referenced codes, to add a new 
section 101.4.8, entitled Electrical, to read as follows: 

101.4.8 Electrical. The provisions of the Electrical Code shall apply to the 
installation of electrical systems, including alterations, repairs, replacement, 
equipment, appliances, fixtures, fittings and appurtenances thereto. 

5. The amendment of Section 103 and 103.1 to read as follows: 

SECTION 103 
DIVISION OF BUILDING INSPECTIONS 

103.1 Creation of enforcement agency. The Division of Building 
Inspections is hereby created and the official in charge thereof shall be 
known as the Building Official. 

6. The amendment of Section 104.6, entitled Right of Entry, to read as 
follows: 

104.6 Right of Entry. Where it is necessary to make an inspection to 
enforce any of the provisions of this Building Code, or whenever the 
Building Official or an authorized representative has reasonable cause to 
believe that there exists in any building or upon any premises any condition 
or violation which makes such building or premises unsafe, dangerous or 
hazardous, the Building Official or an authorized representative may enter 
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such building or premises at all reasonable times to inspect the same or to 
perform any duty imposed upon said Building Official by this Building 
Code. If such building or premises is occupied, the Building Official or an 
authorized representative shall first present credentials and request entry. If 
such building or premises is unoccupied, the Building Official shall first 
make a reasonable effort to locate the owner or other person having charge 
or control of the building or premises and request entry. If such entry is 
refused, or, if no owner or other person having charge or control of the 
building or premises can be located, the Building Official or an authorized 
representative shall have recourse to every remedy provided by law to 
secure entry. 

7. The deletion of Section 104.10.1, entitled Flood Hazard Areas, in its 
entirety. 

8. The addition of Section 104.12, entitled Occupancy Violations, to read as 
follows: 

104.12 Occupancy Violations. Whenever any building, structure, or 
equipment therein which is regulated by this Building Code is being used 
contrary to the provisions of said Code, the Building Official or an 
authorized representative may order that such use be discontinued and/or 
that the building or structure, or a portion thereof, be vacated by written 
notice served on any person who is causing such use to be continued. 
Further, the Building Official or an authorized representative may order the 
evacuation of any building or premises, or a portion thereof, which 
constitutes a dangerous building as defined in Article XVI of this Chapter. 

Notice to stop use shall be given by personal delivery or by certified mail, 
return receipt requested, to the person responsible for the continued use. 
Such person shall discontinue the use within the time prescribed by the 
Building Official after receipt of such notice and shall not resume the use 
of the building or premises until first rendering the same in compliance with 
this Building Code. 

Notice to vacate a dangerous building or premises shall be posted at or upon 
each exit of the said structure affected thereby, and shall be in substantially 
the following form: 
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"DO NOT ENTER 
UNSAFE TO OCCUPY 

It is a misdemeanor to occupy this building, 
or to remove or deface this notice. 

Arlington Building Official 
(by) _________ _ 
(date) _________ _ 
( compliance due date) ______ " 

No person shall remain in or enter any building or premises which has been 
so posted, except that entry may be made to repair, demolish or remove the 
unsafe condition. Such entry or the destruction, defacing or removal of said 
notice prior to approval by the Building Official or an authorized 
representative shall be a violation of this Building Code. 

9. The amendment of Section 115, entitled STOP WORK ORDER, to read 
as follows: 

SECTION 115 
STOP WORK ORDER 

115.1 Stop Work Order. Whenever any work is being done contrary to 
the provisions of this Code, the Building Official may order the work 
stopped by notice in writing served on any persons engaged in the doing or 
causing such work to be done. Any such person shall forthwith stop such 
work until: 

a. He or she is authorized by the Building Official to proceed with the 
work; or 

b. An appeal perfected pursuant to Section 2.06 of Article II has 
resulted in a waiver of the condition causing the stop order, or a 
finding that there is no cause for a stop order. Failure to stop such 
work, in addition to penalties and remedies elsewhere set forth, shall 
void any appeal. 

10. The amendment of Section 202, entitled DEFINITIONS, by amending the 
following definitions found therein to read as follows: 

AMBULATORY CARE FACILITY. Buildings or portions thereof used 
to provide medical, surgical, psychiatric, nursing or similar care on a less 
than 24-hour basis to individuals who are rendered incapable of self-
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preservation. This group may include, but not necessarily be limited to, the 
following: 
- Dialysis centers 
- Sedation dentistry 
- Surgery centers 
- Colonic centers 
- Psychiatric centers 

ASSISTED LIVING FACILITIES. A building or part thereof housing 
persons, on a 24-hour basis, who because of age, mental disability or other 
reasons, live in a supervised residential environment which provides 
personal care services. The occupants are capable of responding to an 
emergency situation without physical assistance from staff. 

ATRIUM. An opening connecting three or more stories other than 
enclosed stairways, elevators, hoistways, escalators, plumbing, electrical, 
air-conditioning or other equipment, which is closed at the top and not 
defined as a mall. Stories, as used in this definition, do not include balconies 
within assembly groups or mezzanines that comply with Section 505. 

BASE FLOOD ELEVATION. The elevation of the base flood, including 
wave height, relative to the National Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD), 
North American Vertical Datum (NA VD) or other datum specified on the 
Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) and found in the accompanying Flood 
Insurance Study (FIS) for Zones A, AE, AH, AI-A30, or AR that indicates 
the water surface elevation resulting from the flood that has a 1 % chance of 
equaling or exceeding that level in any given year. 

DESIGN FLOOD. The flood associated with the greater of the following 
two areas: 

1. Area that is subject to a I-percent or greater chance of flooding in 
any year based upon fully urbanized land conditions. 

2. Area designated as a special flood hazard area on a community's 
flood hazard map or otherwise adopted by resolution as a regulatory 
floodplain. 

EXISTING CONSTRUCTION. Any buildings and structures for which 
the "start of construction" commenced before the effective date of the initial 
FIRM (December 31, 1974). "Existing construction" may also be referred 
to as "existing structures." 

FLOOD HAZARD AREA. The greater of the following two areas: 
1. Area that is subject to a I-percent or greater chance of flooding in any 

year based upon fully urbanized land conditions. 
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2. Area designated as a special flood hazard area on a community's flood 
hazard map or otherwise adopted by resolution as a regulatory 
floodplain. 

SPECIAL INSPECTOR. A qualified person employed or retained by an 
approved agency who shall prove to the satisfaction of the registered design 
professional in responsible charge and approved by the Building Official as 
having the competence necessary to inspect a particular type of construction 
requiring special inspection. 

SUBSTANTIAL DAMAGE. Damage of any ongm sustained by a 
structure whereby the cost of restoring the structure to its before-damaged 
condition would equal or exceed 25 percent of the market value of the 
structure one day before the damage occurred. Please refer to the definition 
of "SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENT". 

SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENT. Any repair, reconstruction, 
rehabilitation, addition or improvement of a building or structure, the cost 
of which equals or exceeds 25 percent of the market value of the structure 
before the "start of construction" of the improvement. If the structure has 
sustained substantial damage, any repairs are considered substantial 
improvement regardless of the actual repair work performed. The term does 
not, however, include either: 

I. Any project for improvement of a building required to correct 
existing health, sanitary or safety code violations identified by the 
building official and that are the minimum necessary to assure safe 
living conditions. 

2. Any alteration of a historic structure provided that the alteration will 
not preclude the structure's continued designation as a historic 
structure. 

11. The amendment of Section 202, entitled DEFINITIONS, by adding the 
following definitions to read as follows: 

MULTI-UNIT RENTAL COMPLEX is two or more dwelling units in 
one or more buildings that are under common ownership, managed by the 
same owner, managing agent, or management company, and located on the 
same lot or tract of land or adjacent lots or tracts of land. The term includes 
a condominium project. The term does not include: 

(A) A facility primarily renting rooms to overnight guests; or 

(B) A single-family home or adjacent single-family homes that are not 
part of a condominium project. 
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POOL DECK is a flat walking surface consisting of wood, stone, brick, 
concrete or other similar material located within five feet (5') of the water's 
edge of a swimming pool or spa. 

PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION is an association of property 
owners for a residential subdivision, condominium, cooperative, townhouse 
project, or other project involving residential dwellings. 

REP AIR GARAGE. A building, structure, or portion thereof used for 
servicing or repairing motor vehicles. This occupancy shall also include 
garages involved in minor repair, modification and servicing of motor 
vehicles for items such as lube changes, inspections, windshield repair or 
replacement, shocks, minor part replacement and other such minor repairs. 

SELF-CLOSING GATE is a gate, which closes or shuts automatically, 
without the aid of human, electrical, solar or battery power after being 
opened. 

SELF-CLOSING AND SELF-LATCHING DEVICE is a device that 
causes a gate to automatically close and latch without human, electrical, 
solar or battery power. 

SHALL, as it applies to an act or duty to be performed by the Building 
Official pursuant to any section of this Building Code, is discretionary. Its 
use in all other applications in this Code shall be mandatory. 

12. The amendment of Section 202, entitled DEFINITIONS, by deleting the 
following definition: 

FLOOD HAZARD AREA SUBJECT TO HIGH VELOCITY WA VE 
ACTION 

13. The amendment of Section 303.1.3, entitled Associated with Group E 
occupancies, to read as follows: 

303.1.3 Associated with Group E occupancies. A room or space used for 
assembly purposes that is associated with a Group E occupancy is not 
considered a separate occupancy. Except when applying the assembly 
requirements of Chapter 10 and 11. 

14. The amendment of Section 304.1, entitled Business Group B, to read as 
follows: 

304.1 Business Group B. Business Group B occupancy includes, among 
others, the use of a building or structure, or a portion thereof, for office, 
professional or service-type transactions, including storage of records and 
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accounts. Business occupancies shall include, but not be limited to, the 
following: 

Airport traffic control towers 
Ambulatory health care facilities 
Animal hospitals, kennels and pounds 
Banks 
Barber and beauty shops 
Car wash 
Civic administration 
Clinic, outpatient 
Dry cleaning and laundries; pick-up and delivery stations and self-service 
Educational occupancies above the 12th grade 
Electronic data processing 
Fire Stations 
Laboratories; testing and research 
Motor vehicle showrooms 
Police stations with detention facilities for 5 or less 
Post offices 
Print shops 
Professional services (architects, attorneys, dentists, physicians, engineers, 
etc.) 
Radio and television stations 
Restaurants with no dine-in facilities (take-out or delivery only) 
Telephone exchanges 

15. The amendment of Exception 4 to Section 307.1, entitled High-hazard 
Group H, to read as follows: 

4. Cleaning establishments that utilize combustible liquid 
solvents having a flash point of 140°F (60°C) or higher in 
closed systems employing equipment listed by an approved 
testing agency, provided that this occupancy is separated 
from all other areas of the building by I-hour fire barriers 
constructed in accordance with Section 707, or I-hour 
horizontal assemblies constructed in accordance with 
Section 711, or both. See also Chapter 21, Dry Cleaning 
Plant provision of the Fire Code. 

16. The amendment of Section 310.5, entitled Residential Group R, more 
specifically the paragraphs entitled R-3 to read as follows: 

R-3 Residential occupancies where the occupants are primarily permanent 
in nature and not classified as R-1, R-2, R-4 or I, including: 
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Buildings that do not contain more than two dwelling units. 
Adult care facilities that provide accommodations for five or fewer 

persons of any age for less than 24 hours. 
Child care facilities that provide accommodations for five or fewer 

persons of any age for less than 24 hours. 
Congregate living facilities with 16 or fewer persons. 
Adult care and child care facilities with five or fewer unrelated 

persons that are within a single-family home are permitted to 
comply with the International Residential Code. 

17. The amendment of Section 311.2, entitled Moderate-hazard storage, 
Group S-1, to add the use classification "Self Service Storage Facility." 

18. The amendment of Section 403.1, entitled Applicability, to amend 
Exception 3 to read as follows: 

3. The open air portion of a building containing a Group A-5 
occupancy in accordance with Section 303.6. 

19. The amendment ofSection403.3, entitled Automatic sprinkler system, by 
the deletion of Exception 2. 

20. The amendment ofSection403.3.2, entitled Water supply to required fire 
pumps, to read as follows: 

403.3.2 Water supply to required fire pumps. In buildings that are more 
than 120 feet (36.5 m) in building height, required fire pumps shall be 
supplied by connections to no fewer than two water mains located in 
different streets. Separate supply piping shall be provided between each 
connection to the water main and the pumps. Each connection and the 
supply piping between the connection and the pumps shall be sized to 
supply the flow and pressure required for the pumps to operate. 

Exception: Two connections to the same main shall be permitted 
provided that the main is valved such that an interruption can be 
isolated so that the water supply will continue without interruption 
through no fewer than one of the connections. 

21. The amendment of Section 404.5, entitled Smoke control, by the deletion 
of the Exception. 

22. The amendment of Section 406.3.5.1, entitled Carport separation, to add 
a sentence to read as follows: 

406.3.5.1 Carport Separation. A separation is not required between a 
Group R-3 and U carport, provided the carport is entirety open on two or 
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more sides and there are not enclosed areas above. A fire separation is not 
required between a Group R-2 and U carport provided that the carport is 
entirely open on all sides and that the distance between the two is at least 
10 feet (3048 mm). 

23. The amendment of the Exception to Section 411.4, entitled Automatic 
sprinkler system, to read as follows: 

Exception: An automatic sprinkler system need not be provided for 
amusement buildings actually operating not more than thirty (30) 
consecutive days. 

24. The amendment of Section 411. 7 .1, entitled Photo luminescent exit signs, 
to read as follows: 

411.7.1 Photo luminescent exit signs. Photo luminescent exit signs are 
prohibited. 

25. The amendment of Section 416.5 entitled Fire protection, to read as 
follows: 

416.5 Fire protection. An automatic fire-extinguishing system shall be 
provided in all spray, dip and immersing spaces and storage rooms and shall 
be installed in accordance with Chapter 9 for both existing and new spray, 
dip and immersing spaces and storage rooms. 

26. The amendment of Section 423.3, entitled Critical Emergency 
Operations, by deleting it in its entirety. 

27. The amendment of Section 423.4, entitled Group E occupancies, to add 
Section 423.4.1 to read as follows: 

423.4.1 Group E occupancies. In areas where the shelter design wind 
speed for tornados is 250 MPH in accordance with Figure 304.2(1) of ICC 
500, all new buildings for Group E occupancies with an aggregate occupant 
load of 50 or more shall have a storm shelter constructed in accordance with 
ICC 500. The shelter shall be capable of housing the total occupant load of 
the Group occupancy. 

28. The amendment of Section 506.3.2, entitled Minimum frontage distance, 
to add Section 506.3.2.1 to read as follows: 

506.3.2.1 Open space limits. Such open space shall be either on the same 
lot or dedicated for public use and shall be accessed from a street or 
approved fire lane. In order to be considered as accessible, if not in direct 
contact with a street or an approved fire lane, a minimum ten (10) foot wide 
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pathway adjoining fire department access from the street or approved fire 
lane shall be provided. 

29. The amendment of Table 602, entitled FIRE-RESISTANCE RATING 
REQUIREMENTS FOR EXTERIOR WALLS BASED ON FIRE 
SEPARATION DISTANCEae, to insert footnote h. to the heading 
"OCCUPANCY GROUP A, B, E, F-2, I, Rh, S-2g, Ubh" to read as follows: 

h. For one- and two-family dwellings and apartment buildings, open metal 
carport structures may be constructed within zero (0) feet of the property 
line without fire-resistive or opening protection when the location of such 
is approved as required by other City ordinances. 

30. The amendment of Section 712.1.9, entitled Two-story opening, to change 
Item 4 to read as follows: 

4. Is not open to a corridor in Group I and H occupancies. 

31. The amendment of Section 901. 6 .1, entitled Auto ma tic sprinkler systems, 
to add Section 901.6.1.1 to read as follows: 

901.6.1.1 Standpipe Testing. Building owners/managers must maintain 
and test standpipe systems as per NFP A 25 requirements. The following 
additional requirements shall be applied to the testing that is required every 
5 years: 

1. The piping between the Fire Department Connection (FDC) and the 
standpipe shall be backflushed when foreign material is present, and 
also hydrostatically tested for all FDC's on any type of standpipe 
system. Hydrostatic testing shall also be conducted in accordance with 
NFP A 25 requirements for the different types of standpipe systems. 

2. For any manual (dry or wet) standpipe system not having an automatic 
water supply capable of flowing water through the standpipe, the tester 
shall connect hose from a fire hydrant or portable pumping system (as 
approved by the fire code official) to each FDC, and flow water through 
the standpipe system to the roof outlet to verify that each inlet 
connection functions properly. Confirm that there are no open hose 
valves prior to introducing water into a dry standpipe. There is no 
required pressure criteria at the outlet. Verify that check valves function 
properly and that there are no closed control valves on the system. 

3. Any pressure relief, reducing, or control valves shall be tested in 
accordance with the requirements of NFP A 25. All hose valves shall be 
exercised. 
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4. If the FDC is not already provided with approved caps, the contractor 
shall install such caps for all FDC's as required by the fire code official. 

5. Upon successful completion of standpipe test, place a blue tag (as per 
Texas Administrative Code, Fire Sprinkler Rules for Inspection, Test 
and Maintenance Service (ITM) Tag) at the bottom of each standpipe 
riser in the building. The tag shall be check-marked as "Fifth Year" for 
Type of ITM, and the note on the back of the tag shall read "5 Year 
Standpipe Test" at a minimum. 

6. The procedures required by Texas Administrative Code Fire Sprinkler 
Rules with regard to Yellow Tags and Red Tags or any deficiencies 
noted during the testing, including the required notification of the local 
Authority Having Jurisdiction (fire code official) shall be followed. 

7. Additionally, records of the testing shall be maintained by the owner 
and contractor, if applicable, as required by the State Rules mentioned 
above and NFP A 25. 

8. Standpipe system tests where water will be flowed external to the 
building shall not be conducted during freezing conditions or during the 
day prior to expected night time freezing conditions. 

9. Contact the fire code official for requests to remove existing fire hose 
from Class II and III standpipe systems where employees are not trained 
in the utilization of this firefighting equipment. All standpipe hose 
valves must remain in place and be provided with an approved cap and 
chain when approval is given to remove hose by the fire code official. 

32. The amendment of Section 902.1, entitled Definitions, by the amendment 
of the definition of STANDPIPE, TYPES OF, under Manual dry as 
referenced in Section 202, to read as follows: 

Manual dry. A dry standpipe system that does not have a permanent water 
supply attached to the system. Manual dry standpipe systems require water 
from a fire department pumper to be pumped into the system through the 
fire department connection in order to supply the system demand. The 
system must be supervised as specified in Section 905.9. 

33. The amendment of Section 903. 1.1 , entitled Alternative protection, to read 
as follows: 

903.1.1 Alternative protection. Alternative automatic fire-extinguishing 
systems complying with Section 904 shall be permitted in addition to 
automatic sprinkler protection where recognized by the applicable standard, 
or as approved by the fire code official. 
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34. The amendment of Section 903.2, entitled Where required, to add the 
following and delete the Exception: 

903.2 Where required. Approved automatic sprinkler systems in new 
buildings and structures shall be provided in the locations described in 
Sections 903.2.1 through 903.2.12. Automatic Sprinklers shall not be 
installed in elevator machine rooms, elevator machine spaces, and elevator 
hoistways, other than pits where such sprinklers would not necessitate shunt 
trip requirements under any circumstances. Storage shall not be allowed 
within the elevator machine room. Signage shall be provided at the entry 
doors to the elevator machine room indicating "ELEV ATOR 
MACHINERY - NO STORAGE ALLOWED." 

35. The amendment addition of Section 903.2.1, entitled Group A, to add a 
new Section 903.2.1.8 to read as follows: 

903.2.1.8 Special amusement building. Special amusement buildings 
shall be equipped throughout with an automatic sprinkler system. 

Exception: An automatic sprinkler system need not be provided 
when an amusement building shall be in existence less than 30 days 
and when the construction and use is approved by the Fire Code 
Official or authorized representative. 

36. The amendment of Item 2 under Section 903.2.4, entitled Group F-1, to 
read as follows: 

2. A Group F-1 fire area is located more than two stories above grade plane. 

37. The amendment of Section 903.2.9, entitled Group S-1, to add a new 
Section 903.2.9.3, to read as follows: 

903.2.9.3 Self-service storage facility. An automatic sprinkler system 
shall be installed throughout all self-service storage facilities. 

Exception: One story self-service storage facilities, that have no 
interior corridors, with a one-hour fire barrier wall installed between 
every storage compartment. 

38. The amendment of Section 903.2.11.3, entitled Buildings 55 feet or more 
in height, to read as follows and Exception 1 is deleted: 

903.2.11.3 Buildings over two stories in height. An automatic sprinkler 
system shall be installed throughout buildings, other than penthouses in 
compliance with Section 1509 of the International Building Code, that is 
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located 55 feet or more above the lowest level of fire department vehicle 
access. 

39. The amendment of Section 903.2.11, entitled Specific building areas and 
hazards, to add a new Section 903.2.11.7 to read as follows: 

903.2.11.7 High-Piled Combustible Storage. For any building with a 
clear height exceeding 12 feet (4572 mm), see Chapter 32 of the Fire Code 
to determine if those provisions apply. 

40. The amendment of Section 903 .2.11, entitled Specific building areas and 
hazards, to add a new Section 903.2.11.8 to read as follows: 

903.2.11.8 Spray Booths and Rooms. New and existing spray booths and 
spraying rooms shall be protected by an approved automatic fire­
extinguishing system. 

41. The amendment of Section 903.3 .1.1.1, entitled Exempt locations, to read 
as follows: 

903.3.1.1.1 Exempt locations. When approved by the fire code official, 
automatic sprinklers shall not be required in the following rooms or areas 
where such rooms or areas are protected with an approved automatic fire 
detection system in accordance with Section 907.2 that will respond to 
visible or invisible particles of combustion. Sprinklers shall not be admitted 
from a room merely because it is damp, of fire-resistance-rated construction 
or contains electrical equipment. 

1. Any room where the application of water, or flame and water, 
constitutes a serious life or fire hazard. 

2. Any room or space where sprinklers are considered undesirable 
because of the nature of the contents, when approved by the code 
official. 

3. Generator and transformer rooms, under the direct control of a 
public utility, separated from the remainder of the building by walls 
and floor/ceiling or roof/ceiling assemblies having a fire-resistance 
rating of not less than 2 hours. 

4. {Deleted} 
5. Elevator machine rooms, machinery spaces, and hoistways, other 

than pits where such sprinklers would not necessitate shunt trip 
requirements under any circumstances. 

6. {Deleted} 

42. The amendment of Section 903.3.1.2, entitled NFPA 13R sprinkler 
systems, to read as follows: 
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903.3.1.2 NFPA 13R sprinkler system. Required automatic sprinkler 
systems in Group R occupancies of four stories or less may be hydraulically 
calculated within the dwelling units in accordance with NFP A 13R and as 
amended by this code. Sprinkler protection shall be provided throughout, 
including the means of egress, patios, bathrooms, closets, balconies and 
attics. 

Exceptions: 
1. A fire department connection (FDC) is not required for one 

and two-family dwellings. 
2. A required system for one and two-family dwellings may be 

hydraulically calculated using the standard for a 13D 
sprinkler system. 

3. A required system for one and two-family dwellings may use 
materials that meet the standard for a 13D sprinkler system. 

43. The amendment of Section 903.3.1.2, entitled NFPA 13R sprinkler 
systems, to add a new Section 903.3.1.2.3, entitled Attics and Attached 
Garages, to read as follows: 

44. 

Section 903.3.1.2.3 Attics and Attached Garages. Sprinkler protection is 
required in attic spaces of such buildings two or more stories in height, in 
accordance with NFP A 13 and or NFP A l 3R requirements, and in attached 
garages. 

The amendment of Section 903.3.1.3, entitled NFPA 13D sprinkler 
systems, to read as follows: 

903.3.1.3 NFPA 13D sprinkler systems. Non-required automatic sprinkler 
systems in one and two-family dwellings and manufactured homes may be 
installed in accordance with NFPA 13D or in accordance with state law. 

45. The amendment of Section 903.3.5, entitled Water supplies, to add a 
second paragraph to read as follows: 

Water supply as required for such systems shall be provided in conformance 
with the supply requirements of the respective standards; however, every 
fire protection system shall be designed with a 10-psi safety factor. 
Reference Section 507.4 for additional design requirements. 

46. The amendment of Section 903 .3. 7, entitled Fire department connections, 
to read as follows: 

903.3. 7 Fire department connections. The location of fire department 
connections shall be approved by the Fire Code Official. All fire 
department connections in the City of Arlington shall be 4" Storz 
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connections. The permanent Storz adapter shall be constructed of high 
strength, light weight, corrosion resistant aluminum alloy capable of being 
securely attached to standpipe/sprinkler outlets designed for fire department 
Storz connections. The Storz lug connection shall conform to industry 
standards. The hose sealing surface shall consist of a machined metal seat 
to eliminate rubber gaskets, coated to protect against long term exposure to 
the environment. The Storz connection shall connect to the pipe outlet using 
National Standard Thread. The connection shall be angled downward at a 
30° angle. A semi-permanent¼" mesh screen shall be provided inside the 
Storz adapter, constructed of corrosion resistant metal. A 4" Storz 
aluminum cap with chain or cable shall be provided for the fire department 
connection. For each additional 1500 G.P.M. required or fraction thereof 
an additional 4" Storz connection is required. 

47. The amendment of Section 903.4, entitled Sprinkler system supervision 
and alarms, to read as follows: 

903.4 Sprinkler system supervision and alarms. All valves controlling 
the water supply for automatic sprinkler systems and water-flow switches 
on all sprinkler systems shall be electrically supervised and monitored by a 
UL listed Central Station. The fire-pump system shall also be supervised 
and monitored for "power available," "phase reversal" and "pump running" 
conditions on distinct circuits. 

Exceptions: 
1. Automatic sprinkler systems protecting one-and two-family 

dwellings. 
2. Limited area systems serving fewer than 20 sprinklers. 
3. Jockey pump control valves that are sealed or locked in the open 

position. 

Sprinkler and standpipe system water-flow detectors shall be provided for 
each floor tap to the sprinkler system and shall cause an alarm upon 
detection of water flow for more than 45 seconds. All control valves in the 
sprinkler and standpipe systems except for fire department hose connection 
valves shall be electrically supervised to initiate a supervisory signal at the 
central station upon tempering. 

48. The amendment of Section 903.4.2, entitled Alarms, to add a second 
paragraph to read as follows: 

The alarm device required on the exterior of the building shall be a 
weatherproof horn/strobe notification appliance with a minimum 75 candela 
strobe rating, installed as close as practicable to the fire department 
connection. 
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49. The amendment of Section 903.4.3, entitled Floor control valves, to read 
as follows: 

903.4.3 Floor control valves. Sprinkler and standpipe system water-flow 
detectors shall be provided for each floor tap to the sprinkler system and 
shall cause an alarm upon detection of water flow. 

50. The addition of Section 903.6., entitled Spray booths and rooms, to read 
as follows: 

903.6. Spray booths and rooms. New and existing spray booths and spray 
rooms shall be protected by an approved automatic fire extinguishing 
system in accordance with Section 1504.4 of the International Fire Code. 

51. The addition of Section 905.2, entitled Installation standards, to read as 
follows: 

905.2 Installation standards. Standpipe systems shall be installed in 
accordance with this section and NFPA 14. Manual dry standpipe systems 
shall be supervised with a minimum of 10-psig and a maximum of 40-psig 
air pressure with a high/low alarm. 

52. The amendment of Section 905.3.2, entitled Group A, to delete Exceptions 
I and 2. 

53. The amendment of Section 905.3, entitled Required installations, by 
adding Section 9.05.3.9 and related Exceptions to read as follows: 

905.3.9 Buildings exceeding 10,000 sq. ft. In buildings exceeding 10,000 
square feet in area per story and where any portion of the building's interior 
area is more than 200 feet (60960 mm) of travel, vertically and horizontally, 
from the nearest point of fire department vehicle access, Class I automatic 
wet or manual wet standpipes shall be provided. 

Exceptions: 
1. Automatic dry and semi-automatic dry standpipes are 

allowed as provided for in NFP A 14. 
2. R-2 occupancies of four stories or less in height having no 

interior corridors. 

54. The amendment of Section 905.4, entitled Location of Class I standpipe 
hose connections, by amending Items 1, 3 and 5, and adding Item 7 to read 
as follows: 

1. In every required exit stairway, a hose connection shall be provided for 
each story above and below grade plane. Hose connections shall be 
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located at an intermediate landing between stories, unless otherwise 
approved by the fire code official. 

2. {No change} 
3. In every exit passageway, at the entrance from the exit passageway to 

other areas of a building. 

Exception: Where floor areas adjacent to an exit passageway are 
reachable from an exit stairway hose connection by a 30-foot 
(9144 mm) hose stream from a nozzle attached to 100 feet (30 
480 mm) of hose, a hose connection shall not be required at the 
entrance from the exit passageway to other areas of the building. 

4. {No change} 
5. Where the roof has a slope of less than four units vertical in 12 units 

horizontal (33.3-percent slope), each standpipe shall be provided with 
a two-way a hose connection shall be located to serve the roof or at the 
highest landing of an exit stairway with stair access to the roof provided 
in accordance with Section IO 11. I 2. 

6. {No change} 
7. When required by this Chapter, standpipe connections shall be placed 

adjacent to all required exits to the structure and at two hundred feet 
(200') intervals along major corridors thereafter, or as otherwise 
approved by the fire code official. 

55. The amendment of Section 905.9, entitled Valve supervision, to add a 
second paragraph after the Exceptions to read as follows: 

Sprinkler and standpipe system water-flow detectors shall be provided for 
each floor tap to the sprinkler system and shall cause an alarm upon 
detection of water flow for more than 45 seconds. All control valves in the 
sprinkler and standpipe systems except for fire department hose connection 
valves shall be electrically supervised to initiate a supervisory signal at the 
central station upon tampering. 

56. The amendment of Section 906.1, entitled Where Required, by the 
deletion of the Exception under Paragraph I. 

57. The amendment of Section 907 .1.2, entitled Fire alarm shop drawings, by 
adding Sections 907.1.2.1, 907.1.2.2 and 907.1.2.3 to read as follows: 

907.1.2.1 Fire alarm control panel. The fire alarm control panel shall be 
installed in an approved location adjacent to the main entrance to the 
building unless otherwise approved by the Fire Code Official. 

907.1.2.2 Key/Codes. Fire alarm control panel functions such as silence 
and reset shall be operable without the use of a key or code. The panel cover 
may be locked, but the function keys cannot require a key or code. 
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907.1.2.3 Alarm verification. Alarm verification shall be provided for 
smoke detectors. Alarm verification shall be provided at the fire alarm 
control panel when more than thirty (30) detectors are installed. 

Exception: Alarm verification is not required for single 
station type smoke detectors. 

58. The amendment of Section 907.1, entitled General, by adding Section 
907.1.4 to read as follows: 

907.1.4 Design Standards. Fire alarm systems, automatic fire detectors, 
emergency voice alarm communication systems and notification devices 
shall be designed, installed and maintained in accordance with NFP A 72 
and local amendments. 

All alarm systems new or replacement serving 50 or more alarm initiating 
devices shall be addressable fire detection systems. Alarm systems serving 
more than 75 smoke detectors or more than 200 total fire alarm devices shall 
be analog intelligent addressable fire detection systems. 

Exception: Existing systems need not comply unless the 
total system remodel or expansion initiated after October 
1998 exceeds 30% of the building. When cumulative 
building remodel or expansion exceeds 50%, the building 
must comply within 18 months of permit application. 

59. The amendment of Section 907.2.3, entitled Group E, to read as follows: 

907.2.3 Group E. A manual fire alarm system shall be installed in Group 
E educational occupancies. When automatic sprinkler systems or smoke 
detectors are installed, such systems or detectors shall be connected to the 
building fire alarm system. 

An approved smoke detection system shall be installed in Group E day care 
occupancies. 

Unless separated by a minimum of 100' open space, all buildings, whether 
portable buildings or the main building, will be considered one building for 
alarm occupant load consideration and interconnection of alarm systems. 

60. The amendment of Section 907.2.3, entitled Group E, by the amendment 
of Exception 1 and the addition of Exceptions 1.1 and 1.2, to read as 
follows: 
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Exceptions: 
1. Group E educational and day care occupancies with 

an occupant load ofless than 50 when provided with 
an approved automatic sprinkler system. 

1.1 Portable/Temporary buildings in Group E 
Educational occupancies with manual fire alarm 
systems are not required to be connected to the alarm 
system in the main building. 

1.2 Residential in-home day care with not more than 12 
children may use interconnected single station 
detectors in all habitable rooms. (For care of more 
than five children 2 ½ or less years of age, see Section 
907.2.6.) 

61. The amendment of Section 907.2.8, entitled Group R-1, by adding Section 
907.2.8.4, entitled Carbon Monoxide Detectors, to read as follows: 

907 .2.8.4 Carbon Monoxide Detectors. In new and existing hotels and 
motels, carbon monoxide detectors shall be provided in all locations where 
there is gas-fired equipment, such as, but not limited to, dryers, HVAC, or 
hot water heaters. When the building is equipped with a fire alarm system, 
the carbon monoxide detectors shall be connected in such a manner as to 
cause the Fire Alarm system to sound an alarm when the carbon monoxide 
goes into alarm. 

62. The amendment of Section 907.2.13, entitled High-rise buildings, to 
change Exception 3 to read as follows: 

3. Open air portions of buildings with an occupancy in 
Group A-5 in accordance with Section 303.1 of the 
International Building Code, however, this 
exception does not apply to accessory uses including, 
but not limited to, sky boxes, restaurants and 
similarly enclosed areas. 

63. The amendment of Section 907.4.2, entitled Manual fire alarm boxes, by 
adding Section 907.4.2.7, entitled Type, to read as follows: 

907.4.2.7 Type. Manual alarm initiating devices shall be an approved 
double action type. 

64. The amendment of Section 907.6.1, entitled Wiring, by adding Section 
907.6.1.1, entitled Wiring Installation, to read as follows: 
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907.6.1.1 Wiring Installation. All fire alarm systems shall be installed in 
such a manner that the failure of any single alarm-actuating or alarm­
indicating device will not interfere with the normal operation of any other 
such devices. All systems shall be Class "A" wired with a minimum of six 
feet separation between supply and return loops. IDC - Class "A" style -
D - SLC Class "A" style 6 - notification Class "B" Style Y. 

65. The amendment of Section 907.6.3, entitled Initiating device 
identification, by deleting all four Exceptions. 

66. The amendment of 907 .6.4, entitled Zones, to read as follows: 

907.6.4 Zones. Each floor shall be zoned separately and a zone shall not 
exceed 22,500 square feet (1860 m2

). The length of any zone shall not 
exceed 300 feet (91 440 mm) in any direction. A maximum of one (1) water 
flow switch or three (3) tamper switches, five (5) pull stations or ten (10) 
smoke or heat detectors may be interconnected to be upon a single zone of 
a fire alarm control panel. 

Exceptions: 
1. Automatic sprinkler system zones shall not exceed 
the area permitted by NFP A 13 
2. Addressable systems. 

67. The amendment of 907.6.4.2, entitled High-rise buildings, to read as 
follows: 

907.6.4.2 High-rise buildings. In buildings that have floors located more 
than 75 feet (16 764 mm) above the lowest level of fire department vehicle 
access, a separate zone by floor shall be provided for all of the following 
types of alarm-initiating devices where provided: 
1. Smoke detectors. 
2. Sprinkler water-flow. 
3. Manual fire alarm boxes. 
4. Other approved types of automatic fire detection devices or suppression 

systems. 

Exception: Addressable systems. 

68. The amendment of Section 907.6.6, entitled Monitoring, to read as follows: 

907.6.6 Monitoring. Where required by this chapter, an approved UL listed 
central station, with a dual path communicator, in accordance with NFPA 
72 shall monitor fire alarm systems. 
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Exception: Supervisory service is not required for automatic 
sprinkler systems in one- and two-family dwellings. 

69. The amendment of Section 907.6.6, entitled Monitoring, by adding Section 
907.6.6.3 to read as follows: 

907 .6.6.3 Local alarm system. When an automatic fire alarm system is not 
monitored by an approved central station alarm company, an external 
weatherproof, audible/visual alarm sounding device shall be provided in an 
approved location with an approved sign, with a minimum of four-inch (4") 
letters, reading "WHEN ALARM SOUNDS, CALL FIRE 
DEPARTMENT" adjacent to the alarm-sounding device. 

An approved permanent sign reading "LOCAL ALARM ONLY - CALL 
FIRE DEPARTMENT" shall be provided on or adjacent to the fire alarm 
control panel and all manual fire alarm pull stations. 

70. The amendment of Section 909, entitled SMOKE CONTROL SYSTEMS, 
by adding a new Section 909 .22, entitled Stairway or ramp pressurization 
alternative, and subsections, to read as follows: 

909.22 Stairway or ramp pressurization alternative. Where the building 
is equipped throughout with an automatic sprinkler system in accordance 
with Section 903.3.1.1 and the stair pressurization alternative is chosen for 
compliance with Building Code requirements for a smokeproof enclosure, 
interior exit stairways or ramps shall be pressurized to a minimum of 0.10 
inches of water (25 Pa) and a maximum of 0.35 inches of water (87 Pa) in 
the shaft relative to the building measured with all interior exit stairway and 
ramp doors closed under maximum anticipated conditions of stack effect 
and wind effect. Such systems shall comply with Section 909, including the 
installation of a separate fire-fighter's smoke control panel as per Section 
909 .16, and a Smoke Control Permit shall be required from the Fire 
Department as per Section 105.7. 

909.22.1 Ventilating equipment. The activation of ventilating equipment 
for the stair or ramp pressurization system shall be by smoke detectors 
installed at each floor level at an approved location at the entrance to the 
smokeproof enclosure. When the closing device for the stairway or ramp 
shaft and vestibule doors is activated by smoke detection or power failure, 
mechanical equipment shall activate and operate at the required 
performance levels. Smoke detectors shall be installed in accordance with 
Section 907.3. 

909.22.1.1 Ventilation systems. Smokeproof enclosure ventilation systems 
shall be independent of other building ventilation systems. The equipment, 
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control wiring, power wiring and ductwork shall comply with one of the 
following: 

1. Equipment, control wiring, power wiring and ductwork shall be 
located exterior to the building and directly connected to the 
smokeproof enclosure or connected to the smokeproof enclosure by 
ductwork enclosed by not less than 2-hour frre barriers constructed 
in accordance with Section 707 of the Building Code or horizontal 
assemblies constructed in accordance with Section 711 of the 
Building Code, or both. 

2. Equipment, control wiring, power wiring and ductwork shall be 
located within the smokeproof enclosure with intake or exhaust 
directly from and to the outside or through ductwork enclosed by 
not less than 2-hour barriers constructed in accordance with Section 
707 of the Building Code or horizontal assemblies constructed in 
accordance with Section 711 of the Building Code, or both. 

3. Equipment, control wiring, power wiring and ductwork shall be 
located within the building if separated from the remainder of the 
building, including other mechanical equipment, by not less than 2-
hour fire barriers constructed in accordance with Section 707 of the 
Building Code or horizontal assemblies constructed in accordance 
with Section 711 of the Building Code, or both. 

Exceptions: 
1. Control wiring and power wiring utilizing a 2-hour rated 

cable or cable system. 
2. Where encased with not less than 2 inches (51 mm) of 

concrete. 
3. Control wiring and power wiring protected by a listed 

electrical circuit protective system with a fire-resistance 
rating of not less than 2 hours. 

909.22.1.2 Standby power. Mechanical vestibule and stairway and ramp 
shaft ventilation systems and automatic fire detection systems shall be 
provided with standby power in accordance with Section 2702 of the 
Building Code. 

909.22.1.3 Acceptance and testing. Before the mechanical equipment is 
approved, the system shall be tested in the presence of the fire code official 
to confirm that the system is operating in compliance with these 
requirements. 

71. The amendment of Section 910.2, entitled Where required, by changing 
Exceptions 2 and 3 to read as follows: 
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2. Only manual smoke and heat removal shall be required in 
areas of buildings equipped with early suppression fast­
response (ESFR) sprinklers. Automatic smoke and heat 
removal is prohibited. 

3. Only manual smoke and heat removal shall not be required 
in areas of buildings equipped with control mode special 
application sprinklers with a response time index of 
50(m*S)112 or less that are listed to control a fire in stored 
commodities with 12 or fewer sprinklers. Automatic smoke 
and heat removal is prohibited. 

72. The amendment of Section 910.2, entitled Where required, by adding 
Section 910.2.3, entitled Group H, with exceptions to read as follows: 

910.2.3 Group H. Buildings and portions thereof used as a Group H 
occupancy as follows: 

L In occupancies classified as Group H-2 or H-3, any of which 
are more than 15,000 square feet (1394 m2

) in single floor 
area. 

Exception: Buildings of noncombustible construction 
containing only noncombustible materials. 

2. In areas of buildings in Group H used for storing Class 2, 3, 
and 4 liquid and solid oxidizers, Class 1 and unclassified 
detonable organic peroxides, Class 3 and 4 unstable 
(reactive) materials, or Class 2 or 3 water-reactive materials 
as required for a high-hazard commodity classification. 

Exception: Buildings of noncombustible construction 
containing only noncombustible materials. 

73. The amendment of Section 910.3, entitled Smoke and heat vent locations, 
by adding section 910.3.4, entitled Vent operation, to read as follows: 

910.3.4 Vent operation. Smoke and heat vents shall be capable of being 
operated by approved automatic and manual means. Automatic operation of 
smoke and heat vents shall conform to the provisions of Sections 910.3.2.1 
through 910.3.2.3. 

910.3.4.1 Sprinklered buildings. Where installed in buildings equipped 
with an approved automatic sprinkler system, smoke and heat vents shall be 
designed to operate automatically. 
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The automatic operating mechanism of the smoke and heat vents shall 
operate at a temperature rating at least 100 degrees F (approximately 38 
degrees Celsius) greater than the temperature rating of the sprinklers 
installed. 

Exception: Manual only system per Section 910.2. 

910.3.4.2 Nonsprinklered buildings. Where installed in buildings not 
equipped with an approved automatic sprinkler system, smoke and heat 
vents shall operate automatically by actuation of a heat-responsive device 
rated at between 100°F (56°C) and 220°F (122°C) above ambient. 

Exception: Listed gravity-operated drop out vents. 

74. The amendment of Section 910.4.3.1, entitled Makeup air, to read as 
follows: 

910.4.3.1 Makeup air. Makeup air openings shall be provided within 6 
feet (1829 mm) of the floor level. Operation of makeup air openings shall 
be automatic. The minimum gross area of makeup air inlets shall be 8 square 
feet per 1,000 cubic feet per minute (0.74 m2 per 0.4719 m3/s) of smoke 
exhaust. 

75. The amendment of Section 910.4.4, entitled Activation, to read as follows: 

910.4.4 Activation. The mechanical smoke removal system shall be 
activated automatically by the automatic sprinkler system or by an approved 
fire detection system. Individual manual controls shall also be provided. 

Exception: Manual only systems per Section 910.2. 

76. The amendment of Section 912.2, entitled Location, by adding Section 
912.2.3, entitled Hydrant distance, to read as follows: 

912.2.3 Hydrant distance. An approved fire hydrant shall be located within 
100 feet of the fire department connection as the fire hose lays along an 
unobstructed path. 

77. The amendment of Section 913.2.1, Protection of fire pump rooms, by 
adding a second paragraph and exception to read as follows: 

When located on the ground level at an exterior wall, the fire pump room 
shall be provided with an exterior fire department access door that is not 
less than 3 ft. in width and 6 ft. ~ 8 in. in height, regardless of any interior 
doors that are provided. A key box shall be provided at this door, as 
required by Section 506.1. 

(27) 



Exception: When it is necessary to locate the fire pump room on 
other levels or not at an exterior wall, the corridor leading to the fire 
pump room access from the exterior of the building shall be 
provided with equivalent fire resistance as that required for the 
pump room, or as approved by the fire code official. Access keys 
shall be provided in the key box as required by Section 506.1. 

78. The amendment of Section 1006.2.2, entitled Egress based on use, by 
adding a new Section 1006.2.2.6, entitled Electrical Rooms, to read as 
follows: 

1006.2.2.6 Electrical Rooms. For electrical rooms, special exiting 
requirements may apply. Reference the electrical code as adopted. 

79. The amendment of Section 1009 .1, entitled Accessible means of egress 
required, by adding Exception 4: 

4. Buildings regulated under State Law and built in accordance 
with State registered plans, including any variances or 
waivers granted by the State, shall be deemed to be m 
compliance with the requirements of Section 1009. 

80. The amendment of Section 1010.1.9.4, entitled Bolt Locks, by changing 
Exceptions 3 and 4 to read as follows: 

3. Where a pair of doors serves an occupant load of less than 
50 persons in a Group B, F, Mor S occupancy, manually 
operated edge- or surface- mounted bolts are permitted on 
the :inactive leaf. The inactive leaf shall not contain 
doorknobs, panic bars or similar operating hardware. 

4. Where a pair of doors serves a Group A, B, F, M or S 
occupancy, manually operated edge- or surface- mounted 
bolts are permitted on the inactive leaf provided such 
inactive leaf is not needed to meet egress capacity 
requirements and the building is equipped throughout with 
an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section 
903.3.1.1. The inactive leaf shall not contain doorknobs, 
panic bars or similar operating hardware. 

81. The amendment of Section 1010.1.9.7, entitled Delayed egress locks, by 
amending the first paragraph to read as follows: 

1010.1.9.7 Delayed egress locks. A permit from the Fire Department is 
required prior to the installation of any delayed egress locks or other special 
locking systems. Approved, listed, delayed egress locks shall be permitted 
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to be installed on doors serving any occupancy except Group A, E and H 
occupancies in buildings which are equipped throughout with an automatic 
sprinkler system in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 and an approved 
automatic smoke or heat detection system installed in accordance with 
Section 907, provided that the doors unlock in accordance with Items 1 
through 8 below. A building occupant shall not be required to pass through 
more than one door equipped with a delayed egress lock before entering an 
exit. 

{Items 1-8 remain unchanged} 

82. The amendment of Section 1010.1.9.9., entitled Electromagnetically 
locked egress doors, by amending the first paragraph to read as follows: 

1010.1.9.9 Electromagnetically locked egress doors. Doors in the means 
of egress that are not otherwise required to have panic hardware in buildings 
with an occupancy in Group A, B, E, I-1 , I-2, M, R-1 or R-2 and doors to 
tenant spaces in Group A, B, E, I-1, I-2, M, R-1 or R-2 shall be permitted 
to be electromagnetically locked if equipped with listed hardware that 
incorporates a built-in switch and meet the requirements below: 

{Items 1-6 remain unchanged) 

83. The amendment of Section 1010.1.9.11, entitled Stairway Doors, by 
adding Exception 6 to read as follows: 

6. In stairways serving more than four stories, doors can be 
locked from stairway side, if lock is connected to fire alarm 
system and key to the door is provided in a Knox Box. 
Activation of fire alarm system must release locks on all 
stairway doors. 

84. The amendment of Section 1013.5, entitled Internally illuminated exit 
signs, to read as follows: 

1013.5 Internally illuminated exit signs. Electrically powered and self­
luminous exit signs shall be listed and labeled in accordance with UL 294 
and shall be installed in accordance with the manufacturer's instructions and 
Chapter 27. Exit signs shall be illuminated at all times. Photo luminescent 
exit signs are prohibited. 

85. The addition of Section 1016.3, entitled Electrical room means of egress, 
to read as follows: 
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1016.3 Electrical room means of egress. For electrical rooms containing 
equipment over 600 volts, see electrical code, NFPA 70, Article 110, 
generally. 

86. The addition of Section 1017.4, entitled Roof vent increase, to read as 
follows: 

1017.4. Roof vent increase. In buildings that are one story in height, 
equipped with automatic heat and smoke roof vents complying with Section 
910 and equipped throughout with an automatic sprinkler system in 
accordance with Section 903 .3 .1.1, the maximum exit access travel distance 
shall be 400 feet for occupancies in Group F-1 or S-1. 

87. The amendment of Section 1020.1, entitled Construction, to add an 
Exception 6 to read as follows: 

6. In group B occupancies, corridor walls and ceilings need not 
be of fire-resistive construction within a single tenant space 
when the space is equipped with approved automatic smoke­
detection within the corridor. The actuation of any detector 
shall activate self-annunciating alarms audible in all areas 
within the corridor. Smoke detectors shall be connected to 
an approved automatic fire alarm system where such system 
is provided. 

88. The amendment of Section 1029.1.1.1, entitled Spaces under grandstands 
and bleachers, by deleting it in its entirety. 

89. The amendment of Section 1101.1, entitled Scope, by adding an Exception 
to read as follows: 

Exception: Components of projects regulated by and registered with 
Architectural Barriers Division of Texas Department of Licensing 
and Regulation shall be deemed to be incompliance with the 
requirements of this chapter. 

90. The amendment of Section 1203.1, entitled General, to read as follows: 

1203.1 General. Buildings shall be provided with natural ventilation in 
accordance with Section 1203.4, or mechanical ventilation in accordance 
with the International Mechanical Code. 

Where air infiltration rate in a dwelling unit is 5 air changes or less per hour 
when tested with a blower door at a pressure 0.2-inch w.c. (50 Pa) in 
accordance with Section 402.4.1.2 of the International Energy 
Conservation Code, the dwelling unit shall be ventilated by mechanical 
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means in accordance with Section 403 of the International Mechanical 
Code. 

91. The amendment of Table 1505.1, entitled MINIMUM ROOF 
COVERING CLASSIFICATION FOR TYPES OF 
CONSTRUCTION, by deleting footnote c and replacing footnote b with 
the following: 

b. Non-classified roof coverings shall be permitted on buildings of U 
occupancies having not more than 120 sq. ft. of protected roof area. 
When exceeding 120 sq. ft. of protected roof area, buildings of U 
occupancies may use non-rated non-combustible roof coverings. 

92. The amendment of Section 1505.7, entitled Special purpose roofs, by 
deleting it in its entirety. 

93. The amendment of Section 1511.1, entitled General, by amending the first 
paragraph to read as follows: 

1511.1 General. Materials and methods of applications used for recovering 
or replacing an existing roof covering shall comply with the requirements 
of Chapter 15. All individual replacement shingles or shakes shall be in 
compliance with the rating required by Table 1505 .1. 

94. The amendment of Section 1612.3, entitled Establishment of flood hazard 
areas, to read as follows: 

1612.3 Establishment of flood hazard areas. To establish flood hazard 
areas, the applicable governing authority shall adopt a flood hazard map and 
supporting data. The flood hazard map shall include, at a minimum, areas 
of special flood hazard as identified by the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency in an engineering report entitled "The Flood Insurance Study for 
Tarrant County, Texas, dated September 25, 2009, as amended or revised 
with the accompanying Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) and Flood 
Boundary and Floodway Map (FBFM) and related supporting data along 
with any revisions thereto. The adopted flood hazard map and supporting 
data are hereby adopted by reference and declared to be part of this section. 

95. The amendment of Section 1612.3.2, entitled Determination of impacts, 
to read as follows: 

1612.3.2 Determination of impacts. In flood hazard areas where design 
flood elevations are specified, the applicant shall provide an engineering 
analysis developed by a licensed professional engineer that demonstrates 
that the proposed work will not increase the design flood elevation or reduce 
conveyance at any point within the jurisdiction in accordance with the 
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provisions of the Design Criteria Manual and the Flood Damage Prevention 
Chapter of the Arlington City Code. 

96. The amendment of Section 1612.4, entitled Design and construction, to 
read as follows: 

1612.4 Design and construction. The design and construction of buildings 
and structures located in flood hazard areas, including flood hazard areas 
subject to high-velocity wave action, shall be in accordance with Chapter 5 
of ASCE 7 and with ASCE 24 and provisions of the City of Arlington's 
Flood Damage Chapter. 

97. The amendment of Section 1612.5, entitled Flood hazard documentation, 
to read as follows: 

1612.5 Flood hazard documentation. The flood hazard documentation as 
identified in the City of Arlington's Flood Damage Chapter shall be 
prepared and sealed by a professional engineer and submitted to the building 
official. 

98. The amendment of Section 1704.2, entitled Special inspections and tests, 
is amended to read as follows: 

1704.2 Special inspections and tests. Where application is made to the 
Building Official for construction as specified in Section 105, the owner or 
the owner's authorized agent, or the registered design professional in 
responsible charge, other than the contractor, shall employ one or more 
approved agencies to provide special inspections and tests during 
construction on the types of work listed under Section 1705 and identify the 
approved agencies to the Building Official. The special inspector shall not 
be employed by the contractor. These special inspections and tests are in 
addition to the inspections identified by the Building Official that are 
identified in Section 110. 

99. The amendment of Section 1704.2.1, entitled Special inspector 
qualifications, is amended to read as follows: 

1704.2.1 Special inspector qualifications. Prior to the start of construction 
and or upon request, the approved agencies shall provide written 
documentation to the registered design professional in responsible charge 
and the building official demonstrating the competence and relevant 
experience or training of the special inspectors who will perform the special 
inspections and tests during construction. Experience or training shall be 
considered relevant where the documented experience or training is related 
to the same type of special inspection or testing activities for projects of 
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similar complexity and material qualities. These qualifications are m 
addition to qualifications specified in other sections of this code. 

The registered design professional in responsible charge and engineers of 
record involved in the design of the project are permitted to act as the 
approved agency and their personnel are permitted to act as special 
inspectors for the work designed by them, provided they qualify as special 
inspectors. 

100. The amendment of Section 1704.2.4, entitled Report requirement, 1s 
amended to read as follows: 

1704.2.4 Report requirement. Approved agencies shall keep records of 
special inspections and tests. The approved agency shall submit reports of 
special inspections and tests to the Building Official upon request, and to 
the registered design professional in responsible charge. Individual 
inspection reports [Reports] shall indicate that work inspected or tested was 
or was not completed in conformance to approved construction documents. 
Discrepancies shall be brought to the immediate attention of the contractor 
for correction. If they are not corrected, the discrepancies shall be brought 
to the attention of the building official and the registered design professional 
in responsible charge prior to the completion of that phase of the work. A 
final report documenting required special inspections and tests, and the 
correction of any discrepancies noted in the inspections or tests, shall be 
submitted at a point in time agreed upon prior to the start of work by the 
owner or the owner's authorized agent to the building official. 

101. The amendment of Section 1704.2.5.2, entitled Fabricator approval, to 
read as follows: 

1704.2.5.1 Fabricator approval. Special inspections during fabrications 
required by Section 1704 are not required where the work is done on the 
premises of a fabricator registered and approved to perform such work 
without special inspection. Approval shall be based upon review of the 
fabricator's written procedural and quality control manuals and periodic 
auditing of fabrication practices by an approved agency, or a fabricator that 
is enrolled in a nationally accepted inspections program. At completion of 
fabrication, the acceptable or approved fabricator shall submit a certificate 
of compliance to the owner or the owner's authorized agent or the registered 
design professional in responsible charge, stating that the work was 
performed in accordance with the approved construction documents. The 
certificate of compliance shall also be made available to the Building 
Official upon request. 

102. The amendment of Section 1807.2, entitled Retaining walls, to read as 
follows: 
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1807.2 Retaining walls. Retaining walls exceeding four feet (4') in 
developed height (the height from the base of the foundation to the top of 
the wall) at any point shall be designed by a professional engineer. A wall 
built in tiers shall be considered a single wall in developed height when the 
base of the upper tier is set back from the base of the lower tier less than 
one and one-half (1 ½) times the developed height of the wall section below. 
Walls supporting an imposed load such as a building, driveway or other 
permanent construction closer to the wall than one and one-half (1 ½) times 
the developed height of the wall shall be designed by a professional 
engmeer. 

When required to be designed by an engineer the design shall be m 
accordance with Sections 1807.2.1 through 1807.2.3. 

103. The amendment of Section 2503.1, entitled Inspection, to read as follows: 

2503.1 Inspection. Gypsum in fire-resistive construction and lath shall be 
inspected. 

104. The amendment of Section 2901.1, entitled Scope, to add a paragraph to 
read as follows: 

The provisions of this Chapter are meant to work in coordination with the 
provisions of Chapter 4 of the International Plumbing Code. Should any 
conflicts arise between the two chapters, the Building Official shall 
determine which provision applies. 

105. The amendment of Section 2902.1, entitled Minimum number of fixtures, 
to read as follows: 

2902.1 Minimum number of fixtures. Plumbing fixtures shall be provided 
for the type of occupancy and in the minimum number shown in Table 
2902.1. Types of occupancies not shown in Table 2902.1 shall be 
considered individually by the building official. The number of occupants 
shall be determined by this code unless sufficient data is approved by the 
building official for a different number of occupants. Occupancy 
classification shall be determined in accordance with Chapter 3. 

106. The addition of Section 2902.1.3, entitled Additional fixtures for food 
preparation facilities, to read as follows: 

2902.1.3 Additional fixtures for food preparation facilities. In addition 
to the fixtures required in this Chapter, all food service facilities shall be 
provided with additional fixtures set out in this section. 
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2902.1.3.1 Hand washing lavatory. At least one hand washing lavatory 
shall be provided for use by employees that is accessible from food 
preparation, food dispensing and ware washing areas. Additional hand 
washing lavatories may be required based on convenience of use by 
employees. 

2902.1.3.2 Service sink. In new or remodeled food service establishments, 
at least one service sink or one floor sink shall be provided so that it is 
conveniently located for the cleaning of mops or similar wet floor cleaning 
tools and for the disposal of mop water and similar liquid waste. The 
location of the service sink(s) and/or mop sink(s) shall be approved by the 
City of Arlington health department. 

107. The amendment of Table 2902.1, entitled MINIMUM NUMBER OF 
REQUIRED PLUMBING FIXTURES, to add footnote "f', "g", and "h" 
to read as follows: 

f. The minimum number of drinking fountains shall comply with 
Table 2902.1 and Chapter 11. Drinking fountains shall not be 
installed in toilet rooms. 

g. Drinking fountains are not required for an occupant load 30 or less 
and for dining and/or drinking establishments. 

h. Where urinals are provided, urinals shall not be substituted for more 
than 67% of the required water closets in assembly and educational 
occupancies. Urinals shall not be substituted for more than 50% of 
the required water closets in all other occupancies. 

108. The amendment of Section 2902.2, entitled Separate facilities, to add 
Exceptions 4 and 5 to read as follows: 

4. Separate facilities shall not be required in business 
occupancies in which the maximum occupant load is 50 or 
less. 

5. Separate facilities shall not be required in medical offices 
classified as business occupancies. 

109. The amendment of Section 3002.1, entitled Hoistway enclosure 
protection, to add Exceptions to read as follows: 

Exceptions: 
I. Elevators wholly located within atriums complying with 

Section 404 shall not require hoistway enclosure protection. 
2. Elevators in open or enclosed parking garages that serve 

only the parking garage, and complying with Sections 406.5 
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and 406.6, respectively, shall not require hoistway enclosure 
protection. 

110. The amendment of Section 3005.4, entitled Machine rooms, control 
rooms, machinery spaces and control spaces, to read as follows: 

Section 3005.4 Machine rooms, control rooms, machinery spaces and 
control spaces. Elevator machine rooms, control rooms, control spaces and 
machinery spaces shall be enclosed with fire barriers constructed in 
accordance with Section 707 or horizontal assemblies constructed in 
accordance with Section 711, or both. 

111. The amendment of Section 3005, entitled MACHINE ROOMS, to add 
Section 3005.7, et seq., to read as follows: 

3005. 7 Fire Protection in Machine rooms, control rooms, machinery 
spaces and control spaces. 

3005.7.1 Automatic sprinkler system. The building shall be equipped 
throughout with an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section 
903.3.1.1, except as otherwise permitted by Section 903.3.1.1.1 and as 
prohibited by Section 3005.7.2.1. 

3005. 7.2.1 Prohibited locations. Automatic sprinklers shall not be installed 
in machine rooms, elevator machinery spaces, control rooms, control spaces 
and elevator hoist-ways. 

3005. 7.2.2 Sprinkler system monitoring. The sprinkler system shall have 
a sprinkler control valve supervisory switch and water-flow initiating 
device provided for each floor that is monitored by the building's fire alarm 
system. 

3005.7.3 Water protection. An approved method to prevent water from 
infiltrating into the hoistway enclosure from the operation of the automatic 
sprinkler system outside the elevator lobby shall be provided. 

3005.7.4 Shunt trip. Means for elevator shutdown in accordance with 
Section 3005.5 shall not be installed. 

112. The amendment of Section 3005, entitled MACHINE ROOMS, to add 
Section 3005.8 to read as follows: 

3005.8 Storage. Storage shall not be allowed within the elevator machine 
room, control room, machinery spaces and or control spaces. Provide 
approved signage at each entry to the above listed locations stating: "No 
Storage Allowed." 
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113. The amendment of Section 3006.2, entitled Hoistway opening protection 
required, to add Item 5 to read as follows: 

5. The building is a high rise and the elevator hoistway is more than 7 5 
feet (22 860 mm) in height. The height of the hoistway shall be 
measured from the lowest floor at or above grade to the highest 
floors served by the hoistway. 

114. The amendment of Section 3109, entitled SWIMMING POOLS, SPAS 
AND HOT TUBS, by replacing said section to read as follows: 

SECTION 3109 
SWIMMING POOL ENCLOSURES AND SAFETY DEVICES 

3109.1 General. Swimming pools shall comply with the requirements of 
this section and other applicable sections of this code. 

3109.2 Definition. The following word and term shall, for the purposes of 
this section and as used elsewhere in this code, have the meaning shown 
herein. 

SWIMMING POOLS. Any structure intended for swimming, recreational 
bathing or wading that contains water over 24 inches (610 mm) deep. This 
includes in-ground, above-ground and on-ground pools; hot tubs; spas and 
fixed-in-place wading pools. 

3109.3 Public Swimming Pools. Public swimming pools (pools not 
accessory to a 1- or 2-family dwelling) shall be completely enclosed by a 
fence that complies with the Health and Sanitation Chapter, Article VIT, 
Public Swimming Pool, Section 7.01. Driveway access gates across a 
paved or improved surface intended for regular vehicle access shall not be 
located in a swimming pool barrier. 

3109.4 Residential Swimming Pools. See Section l.04(D) of the 
"Construction" Chapter of the Arlington City Code. 

3109.5 Entrapment Avoidance. Suction outlets shall be designed and 
installed in accordance with ANSI/ APSP-7. 

D. The amendment of the following I.R.C. provisions: 

I. The amendment of Section 101.1, entitled Title, to read as follows: 
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101.1 Title. These provisions shall be known as the Residential Code for 
One- and Two-family Dwellings of the City of Arlington, Texas, and shall 
be cited as such and will be referred to herein as "this code." 

2. The amendment of Section 102.4, entitled Referenced codes and 
standards, to read as follows: 

102.4 Referenced codes and standards. The codes, when specifically 
adopted, and standards referenced in this code shall be considered part of 
the requirements of this code to the prescribed extent of each such reference. 
Whenever amendments have been adopted to the referenced codes and 
standards, each reference to said code and standards shall be considered to 
reference the amendments as well. Any reference made to NFP A 70, or 
ICC Electrical Code shall mean the Electrical Code as adopted. 

Where differences occur between provisions of this code and referenced 
codes and standards, the provisions of this code shall apply. 

Exception: Where enforcement of a code provision would violate 
the conditions of the listing of the equipment or appliance, the 
conditions of the listing and manufacturer's instructions shall apply. 

3. The amendment of Section 104.10.1, entitled Flood hazard areas, by 
deleting said section in its entirety. 

4. The amendment of Section 105.3.1.1, entitled Determination of 
substantially improved or substantially damaged existing buildings in 
flood hazard areas, by deleting said section in its entirety. 

5. The amendment of Section 106.1.4, entitled Information for construction 
in flood hazard areas, by deleting said section in its entirety. 

6. The amendment of Section 110, entitled CERTIFICATE OF 
OCCUPANCY, by deleting said section in its entirety. 

7. The amendment of Section Rl 14, entitled STOP WORK ORDER, to read 
as follows: 

SECTION 114 
STOP WORK ORDER 

114.1 Stop Work Order. Whenever any work is being done contrary to 
the provisions of this Code, the Building Official may order the work 
stopped by notice in writing served on any persons engaged in the doing or 
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causing such work to be done. Any such person shall forthwith stop such 
work until: 

a. He or she is authorized by the Building Official to proceed with the 
work; or 

b. An appeal perfected pursuant to Section 2.06 of Article II has 
resulted in a waiver of the condition causing the stop order, or a 
finding that there is no cause for a stop order. 

Failure to stop such work, in addition to penalties and remedies elsewhere 
set forth, shall void any appeal. 

8. The amendment of Section 202, entitled Definitions, to revise the definition 
of Townhouse and add the definitions of Glazing Area, Reclaimed 
Water, and Shall to read as follows: 

GLAZING AREA. Total area of the glazed fenestration measured using 
the rough opening and including sash, curbing or other framing elements 
that enclose conditioned space. Glazing area includes the area of glazed 
fenestration assemblies :in walls bounding conditioned basements. For 
doors where the daylight opening area is less that 50 percent of the door 
area, the glazing area is the daylight opening area. For all other doors, the 
glazing area is the rough opening area for the door including the door and 
the frame. 

RECLAIMED WATER or "Recycled Water" means domestic or 
municipal wastewater which has been treated to a quality suitable for 
beneficial use. Reclaimed or recycled water is non-potable water. 

SHALL, as it applies to an act or duty to be performed by the Building 
Official pursuant to any section of this Building Code, is discretionary. Its 
use in all other applications in this Code shall be mandatory. 

TOWNHOUSE. A single-family dwelling unit constructed :in a group of 
attached units separated by property lines in which each unit extends from 
foundation to roof and with yard or public way on at least two sides. 

9. The amendment of Table 301.2(1), entitled CLIMATIC AND 
GEOGRAPHIC DESIGN CRITERIA, to fill in as follows: 
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10. The amendment of Section 301.2.4, Floodplain construction, to read as 
follows: 

301.2.4 Construction in flood hazard areas. Permits for the construction, 
reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition or other improvements shall be 
performed in accordance with the provisions of SECTION 1612 FLOOD 
LOADS of the International Building Code, as amended. 

11. The amendment of Section 302. 1, entitled Exterior walls, by adding 
Exception 6, to read as follows: 

6. Open metal carport structures may be constructed within 
zero (0) feet of the property line without :fire-resistive or 
opening projection when the location of such is approved as 
required by other City ordinances. 

11.5 The amendment of Section R302.2, entitled Townhouses, by adding Item 
3 to read as follows: 

3. The common wall shall be not less than two I-hour fire­
resistance-rated wall assemblies tested in accordance with 
ASTM E 119 or UL 263. Plumbing and mechanical 
equ ipment shall be allowed in such walls adjacent to the 
dwelling unit being served. 
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12. The amendment of Section 302.3, entitled Two-family dwellings, by 
adding Exception 3 to read as follows: 

3. Two-family dwelling units that are also divided by a 
property line through the structure shall be separated as 
required for townhouses. 

13. The amendment of Section 302.5.1, entitled Opening protection, to read 
as follows: 

302.5.1 Opening protection. Openings from a private garage directly into 
a room used for sleeping purposes shall not be permitted. Other openings 
between the garage and residence shall be equipped with solid wood doors 
not less than 13/8 inches (35 mm) in thickness, solid or honeycomb core 
steel doors not less than 13/8 inches (35 mm) thick, or 20-minute fire-rated 
doors. 

14. The amendment of Section 302.7, entitled Under stair protection, to read 
as follows: 

302. 7 Under stair protection. Enclosed accessible space under stairs shall 
have walls, under stair surface and any soffits protected on the enclosed side 
with 5/8-inch (15.8 mm) fire-rated gypsum board or one-hour fire-resistive 
construction. 

15. The amendment of Section 303.3, entitled Bathrooms, to amend the 
Exception to add the following sentence: 

Exhaust air from the space shall be exhausted out to the outdoors 
unless the space contains only a water closet, a lavatory, or water 
closet and a lavatory may be ventilated with an approved mechanical 
recirculating fan or similar device designed to remove odors from 
the air. 

16. The amendment of Section 305.1, entitled Minimum height, to add 
Exception 4 to read as follows: 

4. In one- and two-family dwellings, beams or girders spaced 
not less than 4 feet (1219 mm) on center and projecting not 
more than 6 inches (152 mm) below the required ceiling 
height. 

17. The amendment of SECTION 313, entitled AUTOMATIC FIRE 
SPRINKLER SYSTEMS, to read as follows: 
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SECTION313 
AUTO MA TIC FIRE SPRINKLER SYSTEMS 

313.1 Design and installation. Automatic fire sprinkler systems, when 
installed and/or repaired, shall comply with Section 903.3 of the 2015 
Edition of the International Building Code as adopted. 

18. The amendment of Section 315.2.2, entitled Alterations, repairs and 
additions, to amend Exception 2 to read as follows: 

2. Installation, alteration or repairs of electrical powered 
plumbing or mechanical systems are exempt from the 
requirements of this section. 

19. The amendment of Section 315 .5, entitled Power source, to read as follows: 

315.5 Power source. Carbon monoxide alarms shall receive their primary 
power from the building wiring when such wiring is served from a 
commercial source, and when primary power is interrupted, shall receive 
power from a battery. Wiring shall be permanent and without a 
disconnecting switch other than those required for over current protection. 

Exception: Hard-wiring of carbon monoxide alarms in existing 
areas shall not be required where the addition or alterations do not 
result in the removal of interior wall or ceiling finishes exposing the 
structure, unless there is an attic, crawl space or basement available 
which could provide access for hard wiring and interconnection 
without the removal of interior finishes. 

20. The amendment of SECTION 322, entitled FLOOD RESISTANT 
CONSTRUCTION, to read as follows: 

SECTION 322 
FLOOD RESISTANT CONSTRUCTION 

322.1 General. Construction in flood hazard areas. Permits for the 
construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition or other improvements 
shall be performed in accordance with the provisions of SECTION 1612 
FLOOD LOADS of the International Building Code, as amended. 

{The remainder of this Section is deleted in its entirety} 

21. The amendment of Section 401.2, entitled Requirements, to amend by 
adding a new paragraph following the existing paragraph to read as follows. 
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Section 401.2. Requirements. 
Foundation construction shall be capable of accommodating all loads in 
accordance with Section 30 I and of transmitting the resulting loads to the 
supporting soil. Fill soils that support footings and foundations shall be 
designed, installed and tested in accordance with accepted engineering 
practice. Gravel fill used as footings for wood and precast concrete 
foundations shall comply with Section 403. Every foundation and/or 
footing, or any size addition to an existing post-tension foundation, 
regulated by this code shall be designed and sealed by a Texas-registered 
engineer. 

22. The amendment of Section 602.6.1, entitled Drilling and notching of top 
plate, to read as follows: 

602.6.1 Drilling and notching of top plate. When piping or ductwork is 
placed in or partly in an exterior wall or interior load-bearing wall, 
necessitating cutting, drilling or notching of the top plate by more than 50 
percent of its width, a galvanized metal tie not less than 0.054 inch thick 
(1.37 mm) (16 Ga) and 5 inches (127 mm) wide shall be fastened across and 
to the plate at each side of the opening with not less than eight 10d (0.148 
inch diameter) having a minimum length of 1 ½ inches (38 mm) at each side 
or equivalent. Fasteners will be offset to prevent splitting of the top plate 
material. The metal tie must extend a minimum of 6 inches past the opening. 
See Figure 602.6.1. 

Exception: When the entire side of the wall with the notch or cut is 
covered by wood structural panel sheathing. 

23. The amendment of Figure 602.6.1, entitled TOP PLATE FRAMING TO 
ACCOMMODATE PIPING, to appear as follows: 
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24. The amendment of Section 703.8.4.1, entitled Size and spacing, to add a 
second paragraph to read as follows: 
In stud framed exterior walls, all ties shall be anchored to studs as follows: 
1. When studs are 16 in (407 mm) o.c., stud ties shall be spaced no 

further apart than 24 in (737 mm) vertically starting approximately 
12 in (381 mm) from the foundation; or 

2. When studs are 24 in (610 mm) o.c., stud ties shall be spaced no 
further apart than 16 in ( 483 mm) vertically starting approximately 
8 in (254 mm) from the foundation. 

25. The amendment of Section 902.1, entitled Roofing covering materials, to 
read as follows: 

902.1 Roofing covering materials. Roofs shall be covered with materials 
as set forth in Sections 904 and 905. Class A, B, or C roofing shall be 
installed. Class A, B, and C roofing required by this section to be listed shall 
be tested in accordance with UL 790 or ASTM E 108. 

Exceptions: 
1. Class A roof assemblies include those with coverings of 

brick, masonry and exposed concrete roof deck. 
2. Class A roof assemblies include ferrous or copper shingles 

or sheets, metal sheets and shingles, clay or concrete roof 
tile, or slate installed on noncombustible decks. 

3. Class A roof assemblies include minimum 16 ounces per 
square foot copper sheets installed over combustible decks. 
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4. Class A roof assemblies include slate installed over 
underlayment over combustible decks. 

5. Non-classified roof coverings shall be permitted on one­
story detached accessory structures used as tool and storage 
sheds, playhouses and similar uses, provided the floor area 
does not exceed 200 square feet. 

26. The amendment of Chapter 11, entitled Energy Efficiency, by deleting it 
in its entirety and replacing with the following: 

1101.1 Scope. This chapter regulates the energy efficiency for the design 
and construction of buildings regulated by this code. 

1101.2 Compliance. Compliance shall be demonstrated by meeting the 
requirements of the residential provisions of 2015 International Energy 
Conservation Code. · 

27. The amendment of Section 1305.1.3, entitled Appliances in attics, to read 
as follows: 

1305.1.3 Appliances in attics. Attics containing appliances shall be 
provided with an opening and a clear and unobstructed passageway large 
enough to allow removal of the largest appliance, but not less than 30 inches 
(762 mm) high and 22 inches (559 mm) wide and not more than 20 feet 
(6096 mm) long measured along the centerline of the passageway from the 
opening to the appliance. The passageway shall have continuous solid 
flooring in accordance with Chapter 5 not less than 24 inches (610 mm) 
wide. A level service space not less than 30 inches (762 mm) deep and 30 
inches (762 mm) wide shall be present along all sides of the appliance where 
access is required. The clear access opening dimensions shall be a 
minimum of 20 inches by 30 inches (508 mm by 762 mm), or larger and 
large enough to allow removal of the largest appliance. A walkway to an 
appliance shall be rated as a floor as approved by the building official. As 
a minimum, for access to the attic space, provide one of the following: 

1. A permanent stair. 

2. A pull down stair with a minimum 300 lb (136 kg) capacity. 

3. An access door from an upper floor level. 

Exceptions: 
1. The passageway and level service space are not required where the 

appliance can be serviced and removed through the required 
openmg. 
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2. Where the passageway is unobstructed and not less than 6 feet (1829 
mm) high and 22 inches (559 mm) wide for its entire length, the 
passageway shall be not more than 50 feet (15 250 mm) long. 

28. The amendment of Section 1305.1.3.1, entitled Electrical requirements, 
to add a sentence to read as follows: 

Low voltage wiring of 50 Volts or less shall be installed in a manner to 
prevent physical damage. 

29. The amendment of Section 1305 .1.4.3, entitled Electrical requirements, 
to add a sentence to read as follows: 

Low voltage wiring of 50 Volts or less shall be installed in a manner to 
prevent physical damage. 

30. The amendment of Section 1411.3, entitled Condensate disposal, to read 
as follows: 

1411.3 Condensate disposal. Condensate from all cooling coils and 
evaporators shall be conveyed from the drain pan outlet to a sanitary sewer 
through a trap, by means of a direct or indirect drain. Such piping shall 
maintain a minimum horizontal slope in the direction of discharge of not 
less than 1/8 unit vertical in 12 units horizontal (I-percent slope). 
Condensate shall not discharge in a publicly exposed area such as into a 
street, alley, sidewalk or other areas so as to cause a nuisance. 

Exceptions: 
1. Condensate may discharge directly to a roof drain that 

connects to an underground storm sewer system, 

2. Condensate may discharge directly onto roofs covered with 
membrane type roof coverings where the condensate will 
drain to a roof drain that connects to an underground storm 
sewer system, 

3. Condensate may discharge to a landscaped area containing 
flowers and other bedding plants other than turf. There must 
be five square feet of landscaped area for each ton of 
refrigeration, or 

4. Condensate may discharge to a French drain consisting of a 
pit excavated below grade that is not less than 24 inches ( 610 
mm) in any dimension. The pit shall be filled with coarse 
gravel and the drainpipe shall extend into the pit and be 
securely anchored. A single drain shall not receive the 
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condensate discharge of more than IO tons nominal of 
combined cooling capacity. The pit shall be covered with 
sod after inspection. The French drain shall not be located 
so that it will receive direct discharge from a roof or 
downspout. 

31. The amendment of Section 1411.3.1, entitled Auxiliary and secondary 
drain systems, by amending Items 3 and 4 to read as follows: 

3. An auxiliary drain pan without a separate drain line shall be installed 
under the coils on which condensation will occur. This pan shall be 
equipped with a water level detection device conforming to UL 508 
that will shut off the equipment served prior to overflow of the pan. 
The pan shall be equipped with a fitting to allow for drainage. The 
auxiliary drain pan shall be constructed in accordance with Item 1 
of this section. A water level detection device may be installed only 
with prior approval of the building official. 

4. A water level detection device conforming to UL 508 shall be 
installed in the primary drain line, the overflow drain line or the 
equipment-supplied drain pan, located at a point higher than the 
primary drain line connection and below the overflow rim of such 
pan. A water level detection device may be installed only with prior 
approval of the building official. 

32. The amendment of Section 1411.3.1.1, entitled Water-level monitoring 
devices, to read as follows: 

1411.3.1.1 Water-level monitoring devices. On down-flow units and other 
coils that do not have secondary drain or provisions to install a secondary 
or auxiliary drain pan, a water-level monitoring device shall be installed 
inside the primary drain pan. This device shall shut off the equipment 
served in the event that the primary drain becomes restricted. Devices shall 
not be installed in the drain line. A water level detection device may be 
installed only with prior approval of the building official. 

33. The amendment of Section 1502.4.1, entitled Material and size, to read as 
follows: 

1502.4.1 Material and size. Exhaust ducts shall have a smooth interior 
finish and shall be constructed of metal a minimum 0.016-inch (0.4mm) 
thick. The exhaust duct size shall be 4 inches (102 mm) nominal in 
diameter. The size of duct shall not be reduced along its developed length 
or at the point of termination. 
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34. The amendment of Section 1502.4.5.1, entitled Specified length, to read as 
follows: 

1502.4.5.1 Specified length. The maximum length of the exhaust duct shall 
be 35 feet (10668 mm) from the connection to the transition duct from the 
appliance to the outlet terminal. Where fittings are used, the maximum 
length of the exhaust duct shall be reduced in accordance with Table 
M1502.4.5.1. The maximum length of the exhaust duct does not include 
the transition duct. 

35. The deletion of Section 1502.4.5.2, Manufacturer's instructions, in its 
entirety. 

36. The deletion of Section 1502.4.6, Length identification, in its entirety. 

37. The amendment to Section 1502.4.7, Exhaust duct required, by deleting 
the Exception. 

38. The amendment of Section 1503.4, entitled Makeup air required, to read 
as follows: 

1503.4 Makeup air required. Exhaust hood systems capable of exhausting 
in excess of 400 cubic feet per minute (0.19 m3/s) shall be provided with 
makeup air at a rate approximately equal to the difference between the 
exhaust air rate and 400 cubic feet per minute. Such makeup air systems 
shall be equipped with a means of closure and shall be automatically 
controlled to start and operate simultaneously with the exhaust system. 

Exception: Where all appliances in the house are of sealed 
combustion, power-vent, unvented, or electric, the exhaust hood 
system shall be permitted to exhaust up to 600 cubic feet per minute 
(0.28 m3/s) without providing makeup air. Exhaust hood systems 
capable of exhausting in excess of 600 cubic feet per minute (0.28 
m3/s) shall be provided with a makeup air at a rate approximately 
equal to the difference between the exhaust air rate and 600 cubic 
feet per minute. 

39. The amendment of Section 2005.2, entitled Prohibited locations, to read 
as follows: 

2005.2 Prohibited locations. Fuel-fired water heaters shall not be installed 
in a room used as a storage closet. Water heaters located in a bedroom or 
bathroom shall be installed in a sealed enclosure so that combustion air will 
not be taken from the living space. Access to such enclosure may be from 
the bedroom or bathroom when through a solid door, weather-stripped in 
accordance with the exterior door air leakage requirements of the 
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International Energy Conservation Code and equipped with an approved 
self-closing device. Installation of direct-vent water heaters within an 
enclosure is not required 

40. The deletion of Section 2408.3 (305.5), Private garages, in its entirety. 

41. The amendment of Section 2415.2 (404.2), entitled CSST, to add a second 
paragraph to read as follows: 

Both ends of each section of medium pressure gas piping shall identify its 
operating gas pressure with an approved tag. The tags are to be composed 
of aluminum or stainless steel and the following wording shall be stamped 
into the tag: 

nw ARNING: 1/2 to 5 psi gas pressure - Do Not Remove" 

42. The amendment of Section 2415.2 (404.2), entitled CSST, to add an 
Exception to read as follows: 

Exception: Corrugated stainless steel tubing (CSST) shall be a 
minimum of 1/2" (18 EDH). 

43. The addition of Section 2415.7.4 (404.7.4), entitled Additional protection 
of CSST piping, to read as follows: 

2415.7.4 (404.7.4) Additional protection of CSST p1pmg. Where 
Corrugated Stainless Steel Tubing (CSST) piping is installed in exterior 
wall cavities, insulated wall cavities and/or insulated roo£'ceiling 
assemblies, the CSST piping must be protected for its entire length with 
flexible metal conduit (per the UL-1 Standard or its equivalent), Schedule 
40 steel pipe, or approved strike plates. The additional protection must 
extend a minimum of 18 inches (457.2 mm) beyond where the CSST piping 
exits the wall cavities and/or the roof/ceiling assemblies. 

44. The addition of Section 2415.12 (404.12), entitled Minimum burial depth, 
to read as follows: 

2415.12 (404.12) Minimum burial depth. Underground piping systems 
shall be installed a minimum depth of 18 inches (457 mm) below grade, 
except as provided for in Section 2415.12.1. 

45. The deletion of Section 2415.12.1 (404.12.1), entitled Individual outside 
appliances, in its entirety. 

46. The amendment of Section 2417.1 (406.1), entitled General, to read as 
follows: 
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2417.1 (406.1) General. Prior to acceptance and initial operation, all piping 
installations shall be inspected and pressure tested to determine that the 
materials, design, fabrication, and installation practices comply with the 
requirements of this code. The permit holder shall make the applicable tests 
prescribed in Sections 2417. L 1 through 2417.1.6 to determine compliance 
with the provisions of this code. The permit holder shall give reasonable 
advance notice to the building official when the piping system is ready for 
testing. The equipment, material, power and labor necessary for the 
inspections and test shall be furnished by the permit holder and the permit 
holder shall be responsible for determining that the work will withstand the 
test pressure prescribed in the following tests. 

47. The amendment of Section 2417.4, entitled Test pressure measurement, 
to read as follows: 

2417.4 (406.4) Test pressure measurement. Test pressure shall be 
measured with a monometer or with a pressure-measuring device designed 
and calibrated to read, record, or indicate a pressure loss caused by leakage 
during the pressure test period. The source of pressure shall be isolated 
before the pressure tests are made. 

48. The amendment of Section 2417.4.1, entitled Test pressure, to read as 
follows: 

2417.4.1 (406.4.1) Test pressure. The test pressure to be used shall be no 
less than 3-psig (20 kPa gauge), or at the discretion of the Code Official, the 
piping and valves may be tested at a pressure of at least six ( 6) inches (152 
mm) of mercury, measured with a manometer or slope gauge. irrespective 
of design pressure. For tests requiring a pressure of 3-psig, diaphragm 
gauges shall utilize a dial with a minimum diameter of three and one-half 
inches (3 ½"), a set hand, 1/10 pound incrementation and pressure range not 
to exceed 6 psi for tests requiring a pressure of3-psig. For tests requiring a 
pressure of 10-psig, diaphragm gauges shall utilize a dial with a minimum 
diameter of three and one-half inches (3 ½"), a set hand, a minimum of 2/10 
pound incrementation and a pressure range not to exceed 20 psi. For welded 
piping, and for piping carrying gas at pressures in excess of fourteen (14) 
inches water column pressure (3.48 kPa) (1/2 psi) and less than 200 inches 
of water column pressure (52.2 kPa) (7.5 psi), the test pressure shall not be 
less than ten (10) pounds per square inch (69.6 kPa). For piping carrying 
gas at a pressure that exceeds 200 inches of water column (52.2 kPa) (7.5 
psi), the test pressure shall be not less than one and one-half times the 
proposed maximum working pressure. 
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Diaphragm gauges used for testing must display a current calibration and 
be in good working condition. The appropriate test must be applied to the 
diaphragm gauge used for testing 

49. The amendment of Section 2417.4.2, entitled Test duration, to read as 
follows: 

2417.4.2 (406.4.2) Test duration. The test duration shall be held for a 
length of time satisfactory to the Building Official, but in no case for be not 
less than fifteen (15) minutes. For welded piping, and for piping carrying 
gas at pressures in excess of fourteen (14) inches water column pressure 
(3.48 kPa), the test duration shall be held for a length of time satisfactory to 
the Building Official, but in no case for less than thirty (30) minutes. 

50. The amendment of Section 24 20 .1 ( 406 .1 ), entitled General, by adding a 
new Section 2420.1.4 to read as follows: 

2420.1.4 Valves in CSST installations. Shutoff valves installed with 
corrugated stainless steel (CSST) piping systems shall be supported with an 
approved termination fitting, or equivalent support, suitable for the size of 
the valves, of adequate strength and quality, and located at intervals so as to 
prevent or damp out excessive vibration but in no case greater than 12-
inches from the center of the valve. Supports shall be installed so as not to 
interfere with the :free expansion and contraction of the system's piping, 
fittings, and valves between anchors. All valves and supports shall be 
designed and installed so they will not be disengaged by movement of the 
supporting piping. 

51. The amendmentofSection2420.5.l (409.5.1), entitled Located within the 
same room, to read as follows: 

2420.5.1 (409.5.1) Located within the same room. The shutoff valve shall 
be located in the same room as the appliance. The shutoff valve shall be 
within 6 feet (1829 mm) of the appliance, and shall be installed upstream of 
the union, connector or quick connect device it serves. Such shutoff valves 
shall be provided with access. Appliance shutoff valves located in the 
firebox of a fireplace shall be installed in accordance with the appliance 
manufacturer's instructions. A secondary shutoff valve must be installed 
within 3 feet (914 mm) of the firebox if the appliance shutoff is located in 
the firebox. 

52. The amendment of Section 2421.1 ( 410.1 ), entitled Pressure regulators, to 
add a second paragraph and an exception to read as follows: 

Access to regulators shall comply with the requirements for access to 
appliances as specified in Section Ml305. 
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Exception: A passageway or level service space is not required 
when the regulator is capable of being serviced and removed 
through the required attic opening. 

53. The amendment of Section 2422.1.2.3 (411.1.3.3), by deleting Exception 1 
and Exception 4. 

54. The amendment of Section 2439.7.1 (614.8.1), entitled Material and Size, 
to add a sentence to read as follows: 

The size of duct shall not be reduced along its developed length nor at the 
point of termination. 

55. The deletion of Section 2439.7.4.2 (614.8.4.2), entitled Manufacturer's 
instructions, in its entirety. 

56. The deletion of Section 2439.7.5 (614.8.5), entitled Length identification, 
in its entirety. 

57. The amendment of Section 2439.7.6 (614.8.6), entitled Exhaust duct 
required, by deleting the Exception. 

58. The amendment of Section 2445.2 (621.2), entitled Prohibited use, to add 
the following Exception to read as follows: 

2445.2 (621.2) Prohibited use. One or more unvented room heaters shall 
not be used as the sole source of comfort heating in a dwelling unit. 

Exception: Existing approved unvented room heaters may continue 
to be used in dwelling units, in accordance with the code provisions 
in effect when installed, when approved by the Building Official, 
unless an unsafe condition is determined to exist as described in 
Section 108.7 of the International Fuel Gas Code. 

59. The amendment of Section 2448.1.1 ( 624.1.1 ), entitled Installation 
requirements, to read as follows: 

2448.1.1 (624.1.1) Installation requirements. The requirements for water 
heaters relative to access, sizing, relief valves, drain pans and scald 
protection shall be in accordance with this code. 

60. The amendment of Section 2503.8.2, entitled Testing, to read as follows: 

2503.8.2 Testing. Reduced pressure principle backflow preventers, double 
check valve assemblies, double-detector check valve assemblies and 
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pressure vacuum breaker assembles shall be tested at the time of 
installation, immediately after repairs or relocation at regular intervals as 
required by applicable state or local provisions. 

61. The amendment of Section 2603.5.1, entitled Sewer depth, to read as 
follows: 

2603.5.1 Sewer depth. Building sewers that connect to private sewage 
disposal systems shall be not less than 12 inches below finished grade at the 
point of septic tank connection. Building sewers shall be not less than 12 
inches below grade. 

62. The amendment of Section 2801.6.1, entitled Pan size and drain, to read 
as follows: 

2801.6.1 Pan size and drain. The pan shall be not less than 11/2 inches (38 
mm) in depth and shall be of sufficient size and shape to receive all dripping 
or condensate from the tank or water heater. The pan shall be drained by an 
indirect waste pipe having a diameter of not less than 3/4 inch (19 mm). 
Piping for safety pan drains shall be of those materials listed in Table 605.4. 
Multiple pan drains may terminate to a single discharge piping system when 
approved by the administrative authority and permitted by the manufactures 
installation instructions and installed with those instructions. 

63. The amendment of Section 2801.7, entitled Water heaters installed in 
garages, to add Exceptions to read as follows: 

Exceptions: 
1. Elevation of the ignition source is not required for appliances 

that are listed as flammable vapor ignition-resistant. 

2. Electric water heaters. 

64. The amendment of Section 2804.6.1, entitled Requirements for discharge 
piping, to amend the first sentence and items 1 through 5 to read as follows: 

2804.6.1 Requirements for discharge piping. The discharge piping 
serving a pressure relief valve, temperature relief valve or combination 
thereof shall: 

1. Not be directly connected to the drainage system. 

2. Discharge through an air gap. 

3. Not be smaller than the diameter of the outlet of the valve served 
and shall discharge full size to the air gap. 
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4. Serve a single relief device and shall not connect to piping serving 
any other relief device or equipment. 

Exception: Multiple relief devices may be installed to a single T & 
P discharge piping system when approved by the administrative 
authority and permitted by the manufactures installation instructions 
and installed with those instructions. 

5. Discharge to an indirect waste receptor or to the outdoors. 

[remainder unchanged] 

65. The amendment of Section 2902.5.3, entitled Lawn irrigation systems, to 
read as follows: 

2902.5.3 Lawn irrigation systems. The potable water supply system to 
lawn irrigation systems shall be protected as provided for in the Irrigation 
Chapter. 

66. The amendment of Section 2906.2, entitled Lead content, to read as 
follows: 

2906.2 Lead content. Pipe and fittings used in the water-supply system 
shall have a maximum ofless than 0.25% lead in accordance with NSF 3 72. 

66.5. The addition of new Section 2906.6.1, entitled Push type fittings, to read 
as follows: 

67. 

68. 

69. 

2906.6.1 Push type fittings. Push type fittings are prohibited for direct 
burial unless listed for such use. 

The amendment of Section 3003.9.2, entitled Solvent cementing, by 
deleting the Exception. 

The deletion of Section 3111, entitled COMBINATION WASTE AND 
VENT, in its entirety. 

The amendment of Section 3112.2, entitled Installation, to read as follows: 

3112.2 Installation. Traps for island sinks and similar equipment shall be 
roughed in above the floor and may be vented by extending the vent as high 
as possible, but not less than the drainboard height and then returning it 
downward and connecting it to the horizontal sink drain immediately 
downstream from the vertical fixture drain. The return vent shall be 
connected to the horizontal drain through a wye-branch fitting and shall, in 
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addition, be provided with a foot vent taken off the vertical fixture vent by 
means of a wye-branch immediately below the floor and extending to the 
nearest partition and then through the roof to the open air or may be 
connected to other vents at a point not less than six (6) inches (152 mm) 
above the flood level rim of the fixtures served. Drainage fittings shall be 
used on all parts of the vent below the floor level and a minimum slope of 
one-quarter (1/4) inch per foot (20.9 mm/m) back to the drain shall be 
maintained. The return bend used under the drain-board shall be a one ( 1) 
piece fitting or an assembly of a forty-five ( 45) degree (0. 79 radius), a ninety 
(90) degree (1.6 radius) and a forty-five (45) degree (0.79 radius) elbow in 
the order named. Pipe sizing shall be as elsewhere required in this Code. 
The island sink drain, upstream of the return vent, shall serve no other 
fixtures. An accessible cleanout shall be installed in the vertical portion of 
the foot vent. 

70. The deletion of Section 3112.3, entitled Vent installation below the 
fixture flood level rim, in its entirety. 

71. The amendment of Appendix Q, entitled RESERVED, to read as follows: 

APPENDIXQ 
SWIMMING POOLS, SPAS AND HOT TUBS 

SECTION Q101 
GENERAL 

Q101.1 General. The provisions of this appendix shall control the design 
and construction of swimming pools, spas and hot tubs installed in or on the 
lot of a one- and two-family dwelling. 

SECTIONQ102 
PERMITS AND INSPECTIONS 

Q 102.1 Permit Required. A permit shall be required to construct and/or 
erect a swimming pool. A permit may only be issued to a registrant as set 
out in Article IV of the Construction Chapter. 

Q 102.2 Submittal required. An application for a permit to construct 
and/or erect a swimming pool shall be accompanied by the following: 

1. Two (2) site plans indicating the location of the proposed swimming 
pool and the associated swimming pool decks on the lot that have 
been stamped by the electrical service provider, 

2. Lot grading plans, including surface drain inlets and discharges, for 
both before and after construction, 

3. The plans for pool barrier compliance, and 
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4. Any additional information that may be required by the Building 
Official. 

Q 102.3 Inspection required. After an application for a permit to construct 
and/or erect a swimming pool has been issued in accordance with Article 
IV of the Construction Chapter, the following inspections are required as a 
minimum as applicable: 

1. Belly steel inspection, 
2. Electrical bonding inspection, 
2.1. Pool entrapment protection system, 
3. Underground electrical inspection, 
4. Underground plumbing and gas piping inspection, and 
5. Final inspection to include verification of swimming pool barrier 

compliance (prior to plastering the swimming pool). 

Q 102.4 Lot grading and surface drainage. The construction and/or 
erection of a swimming pool may not alter the lot grading or drainage 
patterns intended by the lot's approved grading plan and/or the 
subdivision's approved grading and drainage plans. The point of discharge 
of collected surface drains and rain gutters may not exit onto adjacent 
properties as a concentrated point of discharge. 

Q 102.S It shall be unlawful for the registrant to permit or cause the 
swimming pool to be filled with water before the existence of a lawful 
swimming pool barrier is inspected and approved. 

SECTION Q 103 
DEFINITIONS 

Q 103.1 General. For the purposes of these requirements, the terms used 
shall be defined as follows and as set forth in Chapter 2. 

ABOVE-GROUND/ON-GROUND POOL. See "Swimming pool." 

BARRIER. A fence, wall, building wall or combination thereof which 
completely surrounds the swimming pool and obstructs access to the 
swimming pool. 

HOT TUB. See "Swimming pool." 

IN-GROUND POOL. See "Swimming pool." 

POOL DECK. A flat walking surface consisting of wood, stone, brick, 
concrete or other similar material located within 5 feet (1524 mm) of the 
water's edge of a swimming pool. 
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RESIDENTIAL. That which is situated on the premises of a detached one­
or two-family dwelling or a one-family townhouse not more than three 
stories in height. 

SELF-CLOSING GATE. A gate which closes or shuts automatically 
without the aid of human, electrical, solar or battery power after being 
opened. 

SELF-CLOSING AND SELF-LATCHING DEVICE. A device that 
causes a gate to automatically close and latch without human, electrical, 
solar or battery power. 

SPA, NONPORTABLE. See "Swimming pool." 

SPA, PORTABLE. A nonpermanent structure intended for recreational 
bathing, in which all controls, water-heating and water-circulating 
equipment are an integral part of the product. 

SWIMMING POOL. Any structure intended for swimming or 
recreational bathing that contains water over 24 inches ( 610 mm) deep. This 
includes in-ground, above-ground and on-ground swimming pools, hot tubs 
and spas. 

SWIMMING POOL, INDOOR. A swimming pool which is totally 
contained within a structure and surrounded on all four sides by walls of 
said structure. 

SWIMMING POOL, OUTDOOR. Any swimming pool which is not an 
indoor pool. 

SECTION Q 104 
SWIMMING POOLS 

Q 104.1 In-ground pools. In-ground pools shall be designed and 
constructed in conformance with ANSI/NSPI-5 as listed in Section Q108. 

Q 104.2 Above-ground and on-ground pools. Above-ground and on­
ground pools shall be designed and constructed in conformance with 
ANSI/NSPI-4 as listed in Section Ql08. 

SECTION Q 105 
SPAS AND HOT TUBS 
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Q 105.1 Permanently installed spas and hot tubs. Permanently installed 
spas and hot tubs shall be designed and constructed in conformance with 
ANSI/NSPI-3 as listed in Section Q 108. 

Q 105.2 Portable spas and hot tubs. Portable spas and hot tubs shall be 
designed and constructed in conformance with ANSI/NSPI-6 as listed in 
Section Q108. 

SECTION Q 106 
BARRIER REQUIREMENTS 

Q 106.1 Application. The provisions of this chapter shall control the 
design of barriers for residential swimming pools, spas and hot tubs. These 
design controls are intended to provide protection against potential 
drownings and near-drownings by restricting access to swimming pools, 
spas and hot tubs. 

Q 106.2 Outdoor swimming pool. An outdoor swimming pool, including 
an in-ground, above-ground or on-ground pool, hot tub or spa shall be 
provided with a barrier which shall comply with the following: 

1. The top of the barrier shall be at least 48 inches (1219 mm) above 
grade measured on the side of the barrier which faces away from the 
swimming pool. The maximum vertical clearance between grade 
and the bottom of the barrier shall be 2 inches (51 mm) measured on 
the side of the barrier which faces away from the swimming pool. 
Where the top of the pool structure is above grade, such as an above­
ground pool, the barrier may be at ground level, such as the pool 
structure, or mounted on top of the pool structure. Where the barrier 
is mounted on top of the pool structure, the maximum vertical 
clearance between the top of the pool structure and the bottom of the 
barrier shall be 4 inches (102 mm). 

2. Openings in the barrier shall not allow passage of a 4-inch-diameter 
(102 mm) sphere. 

3. Solid barriers which do not have openings, such as a masonry or 
stone wall, shall not contain indentations or protrusions except for 
normal construction tolerances and tooled masonry joints. 

4. Where the barrier is composed of horizontal and vertical members 
and the distance between the tops of the horizontal members is less 
than 45 inches (1143 mm), the horizontal members shall be located 
on the swimming pool side of the fence. Spacing between vertical 
members shall not exceed 1.75 inches (44 mm) in width. Where 
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there are decorative cutouts within vertical members, spacing within 
the cutouts shall not exceed 1. 75 inches ( 44 mm) in width. 

Exception: When the horizontal members are part of a fence that is 
at least 6 feet (1829 mm) in height, the horizontal members need not 
be on the pool side of the barrier. 

5. Where the barrier is composed of horizontal and vertical members 
and the distance between the tops of the horizontal members is 45 
inches (1143 mm) or more, spacing between vertical members shall 
not exceed 4 inches (102 mm). Where there are decorative cutouts 
within vertical members, spacing within the cutouts shall not exceed 
1.75 inches (44 mm) in width. 

6. Maximum mesh size for chain link fences shall be a 1.25-inch (32 
mm) square unless the fence is provided with slats fastened at the 
top or the bottom which reduce the openings to not more than 1.75 
inches ( 44 mm). 

7. Where the barrier is composed of diagonal members, such as a 
lattice fence, the maximum opening formed by the diagonal 
members shall not be more than 1.75 inches (44 mm). 

8. Access gates shall comply with the requirements of Section Q 106.2, 
Items 1 through 7, and shall be equipped to accommodate a locking 
device. Pedestrian access gates shall open outward away from the 
pool and shall be self-closing and have a self-latching device. Gates 
other than pedestrian access gates shall have a self-latching device. 
Where the release mechanism of the self-latching device is located 
less than 54 inches (1372 mm) from the bottom of the gate, the 
release mechanism and openings shall comply with the following: 

8.1. The release mechanism shall be located on the pool side of 
the gate at least 3 inches (76 mm) below the top of the gate, 
and 

8.2. The gate and barrier shall have no opening greater than 0.5 
inch (12.7 mm) within 18 inches (457 mm) of the release 
mechanism. 

8.3. Driveway access gates across a paved or improved surface 
intended for regular vehicle access shall not be located in a 
swimming pool barrier. 

9. Where a wall of a dwelling serves as part of the barrier one of the 
following conditions shall be met: 
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9 .1. All doors with direct access to the pool through that wall 
shall be equipped with an alarm which produces an audible 
warning when the door and its screen, if present, are opened. 
The alarm shall sound continuously for a minimum of 30 
seconds immediately after the door is opened and be capable 
of being heard throughout the house during normal 
household activities. The alarm shall automatically reset 
under all conditions. The alarm system shall be equipped 
with a manual means, such as touchpad or switch, to 
temporarily deactivate the alarm for a single opening. Such 
deactivation shall last for not more than 15 seconds. The 
deactivation switch(es) shall be located at least 54 inches 
(1372 mm) above the threshold of the door; or 

9.2. Other means of protection, such as self-closing doors with 
self-latching devices, which are approved by the governing 
body, shall be acceptable so long as the degree of protection 
afforded is not less than the protection afforded by Item 9.1 
described above. 

10. Where an above-ground pool structure is used as a barrier or where 
the barrier is mounted on top of the pool structure and the means of 
access is a ladder or steps, then: 

10.1. The ladder or steps shall be capable of being secured, locked 
or removed to prevent access, or 

10.2. The ladder or steps shall be surrounded by a barrier which 
meets the requirements of Section Q 106.2, Items 1 through 
9. When the ladder or steps are secured, locked or removed, 
any opening created shall not allow the passage of a 4-inch­
diameter (102 mm) sphere. 

Q 106.3 Indoor swimming pool. All walls surrounding an indoor 
swimming pool shall comply with Section Q 106.2, Item 9. 

Q 106.4 Prohibited locations. Barriers shall be located so as to prohibit 
permanent structures, equipment or similar objects from being used to climb 
the barriers. 

Q 106.5 Barrier exceptions. Spas or hot tubs with a safety cover which 
complies with ASTM F 1346, as listed in Section Q 108, shall be exempt 
from the provisions of this appendix. 
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SECTION Q 107 
ENTRAPMENT PROTECTION FOR SWIMMING POOL AND 

SPA SUCTION OUTLETS 

Q 107.1 General. Suction outlets shall be designed and installed in 
accordance with ANSI/APSP-7. 

SECTION Q 108 
ABBREVIATIONS 

Q 108.1 General 

ANSI-American National Standards Institute, 11 West 42nd Street, New 
York, NY 10036 

ASTM-American Society for Testing and Materials, 1916 Race Street, 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 

NSPI-National Spa and Pool Institute, 2111 Eisenhower Avenue, 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

SECTION Q 109 
STANDARDS 

Q 109.1 General 

ANSI/NSPI 

ANSI/NSPI-3 
Standard for Permanently Installed Residential Spas ....................... Q 105.1 

ANSI/NSPI-4 Standard for Above-ground/On-ground Residential 
Swimming Pools ............................................................................... Q 104.2 

ANSI/NSPI-5 
Standard for Residential In-ground Swimming Pools ...................... Q 104.1 

ANSI/NSPI-6 Standard for Residential Portable Spas ...................... Q 105.2 

ASME/ANSI 
112.19.8-2007 Suction Fittings for Use in Swimming Pools, Wading Pools, 
Spas, Hot Tubs and Whirlpool Bathing Appliances ......................... Q 107.1 

ANSI/APSP-7-06 
Standard for Suction Entrapment Avoidance in Swimming Pools, Wading 
Pools, Spas, Hot Tubs and Catch Basins .......................................... Q 107 .1 
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ASTM 

ASTM F 1346-91 Standard Performance Specifications for Safety Covers 
and Labeling Requirements for All Covers for Swimming Pools, Spas and 
Hot Tubs ............................................................................ Q 105.2, Q 105.5 

E. The amendment of the following I.E.C.C. provisions: 

1. The amendment of Section 101.1, entitled Title, to read as follows: 

101.1 Title. This code shall be known as the International Energy 
Conservation Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, and shall be cited as 
such. It is referred to herein as "this code." 

2. The amendment of Section 101.4, entitled Applicability, to read as follows: 

101.4.2 Historic buildings. Any building or structure that is listed in the 
State of National Register of Historic Places; designated as a historic 
property under local or state designation law or survey; certified as a 
contributing resource with a National Register listed or locally designated 
historic district; or with an opinion or certification that the property is 
eligible to be listed on the National or State Registers of Historic places 
either individually or as a contributing building to a historic district by the 
State Historic Preservation Officer or the Keeper of the National Register 
of Historic Places, shall comply with all of the provisions of this code. 

Exception: Whenever a provision or provisions shall invalidate or 
jeopardize the historical designation or listing, that provision or provisions 
may be exempted. 

3. The amendment of Section 102.1, entitled General, to add a new Section 
102.1.2 to read as follows: 

102.1.2 Alternative compliance. A building certified by a national, state, 
or local accredited energy efficiency program and determined by the Energy 
Systems Laboratory to be in compliance with the energy efficiency 
requirements of this section may, at the option of the Code Official, be 
considered in compliance. The United States Environmental Protection 
Agency's Energy Star Program certification of energy code equivalency 
shall be considered in compliance. 

4. The amendment of Section 202, entitled GENERAL DEFINITIONS, to 
add the following definition: 
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PROJECTION FACTOR. The ratio of the horizontal depth of the 
overhang, eave or permanently attached shading device, divided by the 
distance measured vertically from the bottom of the fenestration glazing to 
the underside of the overhang, eave or permanently attached shading device. 

5. The amendment of Section 402.2, entitled Specific building thermal 
envelope insulation requirements (Prescriptive), to add a new Section 
402.2. 7 to read as follows: 

Section 402.2.7 Insulation installed in walls. To insure that insulation 
remains in place, insulation installed in walls shall be totally enclosed on all 
sides consisting of framing lumber, gypsum, sheathing, wood structural 
panel sheathing, netting or other equivalent material approved by the 
building officiaL 

6. The amendment of Section 102.1, entitled General, to add a new Section 
102.1.2 to read as follows: 

102.1.2 Alternative compliance. A building certified by a national, state, 
or local accredited energy efficiency program and determined by the Energy 
Systems Laboratory to be in compliance with the energy efficiency 
requirements of this section may, at the option of the Code Official, be 
considered in compliance. The United States Environmental Protection 
Agency's Energy Star Program certification of energy code equivalency 
shall be considered in compliance. Regardless of the program or the path 
to compliance, each 1- and 2-family dwelling shall be tested for air and duct 
leakage as prescribed in Section 402.4 and 403.3.3 respectively. 

7. The amendment of Section 202, entitled GENERAL DEFINITIONS, to 
add the following definition: 

DYNAMIC GLAZING. Any fenestration product that has the fully 
reversible ability to change it performance properties, including U-factor, 
solar heat gain coefficient (SHGC), or visible transmittance (VT). 

8. The amendment of Section 402.2, entitled Specific insulation 
requirements (Prescriptive), to add a new Section 402.2.14 to read as 
follows: 

Section 402.2.14 Insulation installed in walls. To insure that insulation 
remains in place, insulation installed in walls shall be totally enclosed on all 
sides consisting of framing lumber, gypsum, sheathing, wood structural 
panel sheathing, netting or other equivalent material approved by the 
building official. 
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9. The amendment of Section 402.3.2, entitled Glazed fenestration SHGC, 
by adding a paragraph and table following the Exception to read as follows: 

Where vertical fenestration is shaded by an overhang, eave, or permanently 
attached shading device, the SHGC required in Table 402.1.2 shall be 
reduced by using the multipliers in Table 402.3.2 SHGC Multipliers for 
Permanent Projections. 

Table 402.3.2 SHGC Multipliers for Permanent Projections a 

Projection SHGC Multiplier SHGC Multiplier 
Factor (all Other (North Oriented) 

Orientation) 
0- 0.10 1.00 1.00 
>0.10 - 0.20 0.91 0.95 
>0.20 - 0.30 0.82 0.91 
>0.30-0.40 0.74 0.87 
>0.40 - 0.50 0.67 0.84 
>0.50-0.60 0.61 0.81 
>0.60-0.70 0.56 0.78 
>0.70 - 0.80 0.51 0.76 
>0.80-0.90 0.47 0.75 
>0.90 - 1.00 0.44 0.73 

a North oriented means within 45 degrees of true north. 

10. The amendment of Section 402.4.1.2, entitled Testing, to add a last 
paragraph to read as follows: 

Mandatory testing shall only be performed by individuals that are certified 
to perform air infiltration testing certified by national or state organizations 
as approved by the building official. The certified individuals must be an 
independent third-party entity, and may not be employed, or have any 
financial interest in the company that constructs the structure. 

11. The amendment of Section 403 .3 .3, entitled Duct Testing (Mandatory), to 
add a last paragraph to read as follows: 

Mandatory testing shall only be performed by individuals that are certified 
to perform duct testing leakage testing certified by national or state 
organizations as approved by the building official. The certified individuals 
must be an independent third-party entity, and may not be employed, or 
have any financial interest in the company that constructs the structure. 

12. The amendment of Section 405.6.2, entitled Specific approval, to add the 
following sentence to the end of paragraph: 
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Acceptable performance software simulation tools may include, but are not 
limited to, REM Rate™, Energy Gauge and IC3. Other performance 
software programs accredited by RESNET BES TEST and having the ability 
to provide a report as outlined in 405.4.2 may also be deemed acceptable 
performance simulation programs and may be considered by the building 
official. 

13. The amendment of TABLE 406.4, entitled MAXIMUM ENERGY 
RATING INDEX, to read as follows: 

TABLE 406.41 

MAXIMUM ENERGY RATING INDEX 

CLIMA~E ZONE I ENERGY ~!ING INDEX 

1 This table is effective until August 31, 2019. 

TABLE 406.42 

MAXIMUM ENERGY RA TING INDEX 

CLIMATE ZONE ENERGY RATING INDEX 
3 63 

2 The table is effective from September 1, 2019 to August 31, 2022. 

TABLE 406.43 

MAXIMUM ENERGY RA TING INDEX 

CLIMATE ZONE ENERGY RATING INDEX 
3 59 

3 This table is effective on or after September 1, 2022 

F. The amendment of the following lE.B.C. provisions: 

1. The amendment of Section 101.1, entitled Title, to read as follows: 

101.1 Title. This code shall be known as the International Existing Building 
Code of the City of Arlington, Texas, and shall be cited as such. It is 
referred to herein as "this code." 

2. The amendment of Section 101.4.2, Historic buildings, to read as follows: 

101.4.2 Historic buildings. Any building or structure that is listed in the 
State of National Register of Historic Places; designated as a historic 
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property under local or state designation law or survey; certified as a 
contributing resource with a National Register listed or locally designated 
historic district; or with an opinion or certification that the property is 
eligible to be listed on the National or State Registers of Historic places 
either individually or as a contributing building to a historic district by the 
State Historic Preservation Officer or the Keeper of the National Register 
of Historic Places, shall comply with all of the provisions of this code. 

Exception: Whenever a provision or provisions shall invalidate or 
jeopardize the historical designation or listing, that provision or 
provisions may be exempted. 

3. The amendment of Section 102.4, entitled Referenced codes and 
standards, to read as follows: 

102.4 Referenced codes and standards. The codes, when specifically 
adopted, and standards referenced in this code shall be considered part of 
the requirements of this code to the prescribed extent of each such reference 
and as further regulated in Sections 102.4.1 and 102.4.2. 

4. The amendment of Section 202, entitled GENERAL DEFINITIONS, to 
amend the definition of EXISTING BUILDING as follows: 

EXISTING BUILDING. A building, structure, or space, with an approved 
final inspection issued under a code edition which is at least 2 published 
code editions preceding the currently adopted building code; or a change of 
occupancy. 

5. The amendment of Section 405.1.2, entitled Existing fire escapes, to read 
as follows: 

405.1.2 Existing fire escapes. Existing fire escapes shall continue to be 
accepted as a component in the means of egress in existing buildings only. 
Existing fire escapes shall be permitted to be repaired or replaced. 

6. The deletion of Section 405 .1.3, entitled New fire escapes, in its entirety. 

7. The amendment of Section 406.2, entitled Replacement window opening 
control devices, by amending the paragraph following Items 1-5 to read as 
follows: 

The window opening control device, after operation to release the control 
device allowing the window to fully open, shall not reduce the minimum 
net clear opening area of the window unit to less than the area required by 
Section 1030.2 of the International Building Code. 
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8. The amendment of Section 406.3, entitled Replacement window 
emergency escape and rescue openings, by amending the first paragraph 
to read as follows: 

406.2 Replacement window emergency escape and rescue openings. 
Where windows are required to provide emergency escape and rescue 
openings in Group R-2 andR-3 occupancies, replacement windows shall be 
exempt from the requirements of Sections 1030.2, 1030.3 and 1030.5 of the 
International Building Code provided the replacement window meets the 
following conditions: 

{Remainder unchanged} 

9. The amendment of Section 408.3, entitled Flood hazard areas, to read as 
follows: 

408.3 Flood hazard areas. To establish flood hazard areas, the applicable 
governing authority shall adopt a flood hazard map and supporting data. 
The flood hazard map shall include, at a minimum, areas of special flood 
hazard as identified by the Federal Emergency Management Agency in an 
engineering report entitled "The Flood Insurance Study for Tarrant County, 
Texas, dated September 25, 2009, as amended or revised with the 
accompanying Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) and Flood Boundary and 
Floodway Map (FBFM) and related supporting data along with any 
revisions thereto. The adopted flood hazard map and supporting data are 
hereby adopted by reference and declared to be part of this section. 

10. The amendment of Section 409.1, entitled Conformance, to add an 
exception to read as follows: 

Exception: Moved historic buildings need not be brought into 
compliance with the exception of new construction features required 
as the result of such movement, including but not limited to 
foundations and/or other structural elements. 

11. The amendment of Section 410.1, entitled Scope, to add an Exception to 
read as follows: 

Exception: Components of projects regulated by and registered with 
Architectural Barriers Division of Texas Department of Licensing 
and Regulation shall be deemed to be incompliance with the 
requirements of this chapter. 

12. The amendment of Section 410.4.2, entitled Complete change of 
occupancy, to add Number 7 to the list of requirements as follows: 
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7. At least one accessible family or assisted use toilet room shall be 
provided in accordance with Chapter 11 of the International 
Building Code. 

13. The amendment of Section 601.3, entitled Flood hazard areas, to read as 
follows: 

601.3 Flood hazard areas. To establish flood hazard areas, the applicable 
governing authority shall adopt a flood hazard map and supporting data. 
The flood hazard map shall include, at a minimum, areas of special flood 
hazard as identified by the Federal Emergency Management Agency in an 
engineering report entitled "The Flood Insurance Study for Tarrant County, 
Texas, dated September 25, 2009, as amended or revised with the 
accompanying Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) and Flood Boundary and 
Floodway Map (FBFM) and related supporting data along with any 
revisions thereto. The adopted flood hazard map and supporting data are 
hereby adopted by reference and declared to be part of this section. 

14. The amendment of Section 602.3, entitled Glazing in hazardous locations, 
to read as follows: 

602.3 Glazing in hazardous locations. Replacement glazing in hazardous 
locations shall comply with the safety glazing requirements of the 
International Building Code, International Energy Conservation Code, or 
International Residential Code as applicable. 

15. The amendment of Section 606.2.4, entitled Flood hazard areas, to read as 
follows: 

606.2.4 Flood hazard areas. To establish flood hazard areas, the applicable 
governing authority shall adopt a flood hazard map and supporting data. 
The flood hazard map shall include, at a minimum, areas of special flood 
hazard as identified by the Federal Emergency Management Agency in an 
engineering report entitled "The Flood Insurance Study for Tarrant County, 
Texas, dated September 25, 2009, as amended or revised with the 
accompanying Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) and Flood Boundary and 
Floodway Map (FBFM) and related supporting data along with any 
revisions thereto. The adopted flood hazard map and supporting data are 
hereby adopted by reference and declared to be part of this section. 

16. The amendment of Section 607.1, entitled Material, to read as follows: 

607.1 Material. Existing electrical wiring and equipment undergoing 
repair shall be allowed to be repaired or replaced with like material, in 
accordance with the requirements ofNFPA 70. 
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17. The amendment of Section 701.3, entitled Flood hazard areas, to read as 
follows: 

701.3 Flood Hazard areas. To establish flood hazard areas, the applicable 
governing authority shall adopt a flood hazard map and supporting data. 
The flood hazard map shall include, at a minimum, areas of special flood 
hazard as identified by the Federal Emergency Management Agency in an 
engineering report entitled "The Flood Insurance Study for Tarrant County, 
Texas, dated September 25, 2009, as amended or revised with the 
accompanying Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) and Flood Boundary and 
Floodway Map (FBFM) and related supporting data along with any 
revisions thereto. The adopted flood hazard map and supporting data are 
hereby adopted by reference and declared to be part of this section. 

18. The amendment of Section 702.6, entitled Materials and methods, to read 
as follows: 

702.6 Materials and methods. All new work shall comply with the 
materials and methods requirements in the International Building Code, 
International Energy Conservation Code, International Mechanical Code, 
National Electrical Code, and International Plumbing Code, as applicable, 
that specify material standards, detail of installation and connection, joints, 
penetrations, and continuity of any element, component, or system in the 
building. 

19. The amendment of Section 802.1, entitled General, to read as follows: 

802.1 General. Alteration of buildings classified as special use and 
occupancy as described in Chapter 4 of_the International Building Code 
shall comply with the requirements of Section 801.1 and the scoping 
provisions of Chapter 1, where applicable. 

20. The amendment of Section 803.5.1, entitled Minimum requirement, to 
read as follows: 

803.5.1 Minimum requirement. Every portion of open-sided walking 
surfaces, including mezzanines, equipment platforms, aisles, stairs, ramps 
and landings that are not provided with guards, or those in which the 
existing guards are judged to be in danger of collapsing, shall be provided 
with guards. 

21. The amendment of Section 804.1, entitled Scope, to add a sentence to read 
as follows: 

For the purpose of fire sprinkler protection and fire alarm requirements 
included in this section, the work area shall be extended to include at least 
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the entire tenant space or spaces bounded by walls capable of resisting the 
passage of smoke containing the subject work area, and if the work area 
includes a corridor, hallway, or other exit access, then such corridor, 
hallway, or other exit access shall be protected in its entirety on that 
particular floor level. 

22. The amendment of Section 804.2.2, entitled Groups A, B, E, F-1, H, I, M, 
R-1, R-2, R-4, S-1, and S-2, to change the Exception under Item 2 to read 
as follows: 

Exception: Where the building does not have sufficient municipal 
water supply for design of a fire sprinkler system available to the 
floor without installation of a new fire pump, fire sprinkler 
protection shall not be required. 

23. The amendment of Section 804.2.5, entitled Supervision, to change the 
Exception to read as follows: 

Exception: Supervision is not required where the Fire Code does not 
require such for new construction. 

24. The amendment of Section 804.3, entitled Standpipes, to read as follows: 

804.3 Standpipes. Refer to Section 1103.6 of the Fire Code for retroactive 
standpipe requirements. 

{The remainder of Section 804.3 is deleted in its entirety.} 

25. The amendment of Section 805.2, entitled General, by deleting Exception 
1. 

26. The amendment of Section 805 .3 .1.1, entitled Single-exit buildings, by 
deleting Item 4. 

27. The amendment of Section 805.3.1.2, entitled Fire escapes required, to 
read as follows: 

805.3.1.2 Fire Escapes required. For other than Group I-2, where more 
than one exit is required, an existing fire escape complying with section 
805.3.1.2.1 shall be accepted as providing one of the required means of 
egress. 

28. The amendment of Section 805.3.1.2.1, entitled Fire escape access and 
details, by deleting the word "new" from Item 2, deleting Item 3 in its 
entirety, and amending Item 5 to read as follows: 
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5. In all buildings of Group E occupancy up to and including 
the 12th grade, buildings of Group I occupancy, boarding 
houses, and childcare centers, ladders of any type are 
prohibited on fire escapes used as a required means of 
egress. 

29. The deletion of Section 805.3.1.2.2, entitled Construction, in its entirety. 

30. The deletion of Section 805.3.1.2.3, entitled Dimensions, in its entirety. 

31. The amendment of Section 806.2, entitled Stairways and escalators in 
existing buildings, to add an exception to read as follows: 

Exception: Components of projects regulated by and registered with 
Architectural Barriers Division of Texas Department of Licensing 
and Regulation shall be deemed to be incompliance with the 
requirements of this chapter. 

32. The amendment of Section 904.1, entitled Automatic sprinkler systems, 
to add a sentence to read as follows: 

For the purpose of fire sprinkler protection and fire alarm requirements 
inc1uded in this section, the work area shall be extended to include at least 
the entire tenant space or spaces bounded by walls containing the subject 
work area, and if the work area includes a corridor, hallway, or other exit 
access, then such corridor, hallway, or other exit access shall be protected 
in its entirety on that particular floor level. 

33. The amendment of Section 904.1.1, entitled High-rise buildings, to read as 
follows: 

904.1.1 High-rise buildings. An automatic sprinkler system shall be 
provided in work areas of where the high-rise buildings. 

34. The amendment of Section 1103 .5, entitled Flood hazard areas, to read as 
follows: 

1103.5 Flood hazard areas. To establish flood hazard areas, the applicable 
governing authority shall adopt a flood hazard map and supporting data. 
The flood hazard map shall include, at a minimum, areas of special flood 
hazard as identified by the Federal Emergency Management Agency in an 
engineering report entitled "The Flood Insurance Study for Tarrant County, 
Texas, dated September 25, 2009, as amended or revised with the 
accompanying Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) and Flood Boundary and 
Floodway Map (FBFM) and related supporting data along with any 
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revisions thereto. The adopted flood hazard map and supporting data are 
hereby adopted by reference and declared to be part of this section. 

35. The amendment of Section 1201.4, entitled Flood hazard areas, to read as 
follows: 

1201.4 Flood hazard areas. To establish flood hazard areas, the applicable 
governing authority shall adopt a flood hazard map and supporting data. 
The flood hazard map shall include, at a minimum, areas of special flood 
hazard as identified by the Federal Emergency Management Agency in an 
engineering report entitled "The Flood Insurance Study for Tarrant County, 
Texas, dated September 25, 2009, as amended or revised with the 
accompanying Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) and Flood Boundary and 
Floodway Map (FBFM) and related supporting data along with any 
revisions thereto. The adopted flood hazard map and supporting data are 
hereby adopted by reference and declared to be part of this section. 

36. The amendment of Section 1302.7, entitled Flood hazard areas, to read as 
follows: 

1307.2 Flood hazard areas. To establish flood hazard areas, the applicable 
governing authority shall adopt a flood hazard map and supporting data. 
The flood hazard map shall include, at a minimum, areas of special flood 
hazard as identified by the Federal Emergency Management Agency in an 
engineering report entitled "The Flood Insurance Study for Tarrant County, 
Texas, dated September 25, 2009, as amended or revised with the 
accompanying Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) and Flood Boundary and 
Floodway Map (FBFM) and related supporting data along with any 
revisions thereto. The adopted flood hazard map and supporting data are 
hereby adopted by reference and declared to be part of this section. 

3 7. The amendment of Section 1401.2, entitled Applicability, by amending the 
first sentence thereof to read as follows: 

1401.2 Applicability. Structures existing prior to the date of an approved 
final inspection issued under a code edition which is at least two published 
code editions preceding the currently adopted building code; or a change of 
occupancy shall be made to conform to the requirements of this chapter or 
the provisions of Chapters 5 through 13. 

3 8. The amendment of Section 1401.3.2, entitled Compliance with other 
codes, to read as follows: 

1401.3.2 Compliance with other codes. Buildings that are evaluated in 
accordance with this section shall comply with the International Fire Code. 
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39. The amendment of Chapter 16, entitled REFERENCED STANDARDS, 
to change IECC-15 to read as follows: 

IECC Edition as adopted by the State of Texas 
International Energy Conservation Code® . .301.2, 702.6, 708.1, 811.1, 
908.1 

Section 1.05 Adoption of Appendices 

The following referenced provisions of the I.B.C., I.R.C., I.E.B.C. and I.E.C.C. 
annexed hereto as appendices, the same being either attached hereto or incorporated herein 
by reference, are made a part of this Building Code: 

Appendix A. Only Appendix C, entitled GROUP U-AGRICULTURAL BUILDINGS, of 
the Appendix to the International Building Code, 2015 Edition. 

All other Chapters of said Appendix to the I.B.C. are hereby omitted from this Building 
Code. 

Appendix B. Only Appendix H, entitled PATIO COVERS, of the Appendix to the 
International Residential Code, 2015 Edition. 

All other Appendices to the I.R.C., not specifically referenced or quoted herein are hereby 
omitted from this Building Code. 

Further, Article I, Section 1.08, Subsection (C), is hereby repealed. 

Further, Article IV, Section 4.02, Commercial Site Plan and Permits Required, 
Subsection (A), is hereby amended so that said Subsection shall be and read as follows: 

A. It shall be unlawful for any Registrant or person without first obtaining a separate 
building permit for such work from the Building Official: 

1. to erect, construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move, improve, remove, convert or 
demolish any building or structure; 

EXEMPTION: see exemptions in Subsections (B) and (C) below. 

2. to install, enlarge or repair any fence; 

EXEMPTION: Repair or replacement of fencing where not less than 50% 
of one side of the fence is being repaired and/or replaced. 
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3. to erect, alter a sign, including the copy face or lettering of any sign, either 
by changing the message or by renovating an existing message, or erect any 
sign or sign structure; 

EXEMPTION: Changing a changeable copy message or a message center 
sign message; general maintenance such as repainting the same message or 
changing the face of a sign permitted as an off-site advertising sign; 

4. to reroof any building or structure; 

5. to excavate, grade, or fill property, or cause the same to be done; 

EXEMPTION: Excavation for construction of a structure permitted under 
this code; Refuse disposal sites controlled by other regulations; Excavations 
for wells, or trenches for utilities; Mining, quarrying, excavating, 
processing or stockpiling rock, sand, gravel, aggregate or clay controlled by 
other regulations, provided such operations do not affect the lateral support 
of, or significantly increase stresses in, soil on adjoining properties; or, 
Exploratory excavations performed under the direction of a registered 
design professional. 

Separate permits are required for electrical, plumbing and mechanical work as set 
forth in the Electrical, Mechanical and Plumbing Chapters of this Code. 

Further, Article IV, Section 4.02, Commercial Site Plan and Permits Required, is 
hereby amended with the addition of Subsection (H) so that said Subsection shall be and 
read as follows: 

H. Work Performed without Required Permits. 

1. This subsection applies to a person who owns, occupies, or exercises control 
over a building or premises where work described by Subsection (A) is 
performed that requires a building permit, electrical permit, mechanical 
permit, or electrical permit. 

2. A person who performs work described by Subsection (A) or who allows 
such work to be performed at a building or premises has a duty to obtain all 
required permits from the Building Official prior to such work being 
performed. If work described by Subsection (A) is performed without first 
obtaining a required permit from the Building Official, a person has a 
continuing duty to obtain any required permit for the work that was 
performed. 
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3. When work described by Subsection (A) is performed at a building or 
premises without first obtaining any required permit from the Building 
Official, it shall be unlawful for a person to own, occupy, keep, maintain, 
or exercise control over the building or premises until any required permit 
is obtained for the work that was performed. Each day that the person owns, 
occupies, keeps, maintains, or exercises control over the building or 
premises where such work was performed without having obtained any 
required permit shall constitute a separate offense. 

Further, Article IV, Section 4.14, Certificate of Occupancy, Subsection (B), 
Change in Use, is hereby amended so that said Subsection shall be and read as follows: 

B. Change in use. Changes in the character of occupancy or use of a building shall 
not be made, except as specified in I.E.B.C. 

2. 

Any person, firm, corporation, agent or employee thereof who violates any of the 
provisions of this ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 
shall be fined an amount not to exceed Two Thousand Dollars and No Cents ($2,000.00) 
for each offense. Each day that a violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a separate 
offense. 

3. 

This ordinance shall be and is hereby declared to be cumulative of all other 
ordinances of the City of Arlington; and this ordinance shall not operate to repeal or affect 
any of such other ordinances except insofar as the provisions thereof might be inconsistent 
or in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance, in which event such conflicting 
provisions, if any, in such other ordinance or ordinances are hereby repealed. 

4. 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is for any 
reason held to be unconstitutional, such holding shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this ordinance. 

5. 

All of the regulations provided in this ordinance are hereby declared to be 
governmental and for the health, safety and welfare of the general public. Any member of 
the City Council or any City official or employee charged with the enforcement of this 
ordinance, acting for the City of Arlington in the discharge of his/her duties, shall not 
thereby render himsel£1herself personally liable; and he/she is hereby relieved from all 
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personal liability for any damage that might accrue to persons or property as a result of any 
act required or permitted in the discharge of his/her said duties. 

6. 

Any violation of this ordinance can be enjoined by a suit filed in the name of the 
City of Arlington in a court of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in addition 
to any penal provision in this ordinance or in the Code of the City of Arlington. 

7. 

The caption and penalty clause of this ordinance shall be published in a newspaper 
of general circulation in the City of Arlington, Texas, in compliance with the provisions of 
Article VII, Section 15, of the City Charter. Further, this ordinance may be published in 
pamphlet form and shall be admissible in such form in any court, as provided by law. 

8. 

This ordinance shall become effective thirty days after adoption. 

PRESENTED AND GIVEN FIRST READING on the 20th day of March, 2018, at a 
regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Arlington, Texas; and GIVEN SECOND 
READING, passed and approved on the 1 0th day of April, 2018, by a vote of _9_ ayes 
and _Q__ nays at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Arlington, Texas. 

~ 
ATTEST: 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
TERIS SOLIS, City Attorney 
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